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i’lGHTING THE ENEMY. 


BY EMILY IIUBTINOTON MILLER. 


UT I don’t see why^ Aunt 

matter about the toAy, 
Jonas,” said Aunt Marcia, de- 
cidcdly ; “there wouldn’t be 
any virtue in doing right, if 
could always see why.” 

Aunt Marcia stood up very 
at might and stiff, with her 
^ arms wrapped in her gingham 
apron, and looked at Jonas a little anxiously, 
liiere was a troubled expression on his face, 
as he stood by the wood pile, idly knocking 
the chips about with the back of his axe, 
and Aunt Marcia could read it too well to 
like to have him so. 

” Aunt Marcia,” he said, suddenly, looking 
up at her with his clear, gray eyes, “seems 
to me there must always be a reason why 
anything is right or wrong—something that 
we can understand, and not Just that any¬ 
body tayt so.” He hesitated a little, and 
studied his aunt’s face, doubtfully. 

“ If God says so, that’s enough for mo, 
without troubling myself any further ;” 
and Aunt Marcia’s face grew' reverent as she 
said it. 

“ Of course ; but then I should like to 
know where He says that it’s wrong for us 
to help a poor fellow, because his father 
happens to be a drunkard and his mother a 
thief. Seems to me he needs help all the 
more.” 

“ Jonas Kendall,” said Aunt Marcia, sol¬ 
emnly, “ have you forgotten the command¬ 
ment, ‘ vUUing the miquitiee of the fathers 
^ipon the children to the third and fourth 
(generation of them that hate me ?’ That’s 
God’s rule, and His way is good enough 
for me.” 

“ He don’t say we shall visit the iniquities 


of the fathers upon the children, though ;” 
and Jonas grew' bolder as he thought of it. 
“ I think He means us to help one another 
all wo can. Only think. Aunt Marcia, how 
should Billy Shaw know any better than to 
grow up like his father, and maybe w'orse. 
I’m a blundering fellow' myself, in spite of 
all the pains you’ve taken w'ith me ; I don’t 
know what I might have been, if old Sam 
Shaw had trained me.” 

Aunt Marcia w'as a little touched by the 
compliment, for in her secret heart she wa^ 
proud of Jonas, tho little orphan boy she 
had taken from her sister’s death bed, and 
whom she had trained up in her own strict, 
stem way, with little outward show of ten¬ 
derness, yet with a heart full of sincere 
devotion. 

“Well, well,” she said, turning toward 
tlie house, “ you tinish splitting the oven 
wood, or I sha’n’t get my pies baked.” 

Jonas swung his axe vigorously, and the 
sharp steel went crashing through the dry 
splinters in a w'ay that he loved to hear. 
Then he carried in the wood and piled it by 
the yaw'ning mouth of the great brick oven ; 
for Aunt Marcia disdained cooking stoves, 
and all such modem corruptions. Her savory 
meals were prepared over the fire that snap¬ 
ped and crackled in the open drcplacc, and 
though it made one’s back ache to sec her 
do it, she indignantly declared she never had 
the back ache In her life ; and certainly there 
was a rare flavor to her viands that you never 
tasted elsewhere. 

Aunt Marcia was busy at the kitchen table, 
rolling the paste for her pies, and slicing in 
tho juicy pippins that had spent the winter 
in a pit in the garden, and so brought out 
their plumpness and Juiciness in perfect keep¬ 
ing. Jonas stood^byUiC oven,^ feeding ,the 
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roaring fire that was heating the dull bricks 
to redness, and thinking, half unconsciously, 
of the Hebrew children Aunt Marcia used to 
tell him about, who dared to go into such a 
fiery furnace, rather than do wrong. 

“ They must have known for certain that 
it was wrong, and that doing it was some¬ 
thing worse than going into the furnace. I 
should want to be mighty certain, myself”— 

“Jonas,” said Aunt Marcia, “there’s that 
pail of butter to go over to Cap’n Taylor’s, 
and you may as 'well take it along now.” 

Jonas brushed his clothes, and took the 
pail from the milk room, but just as he was 
going out the door, his aunt called him back. 

“ I’ve put a loaf of bread and some cold 
meat in here, for the Shaws—you can leave 
it as you go by. The old woman is in the 
county house, where she deserves to be, and 
it won’t do to let the children starve; though 
it would rid the tow’n of trouble if they was 
dead, the whole pack of ’em.” 

Jonas was glad to carry some relief to the 
half-starved children, but he did not quite 
like to meet Billy Shaw. He was still think¬ 
ing what he should say to him, when he 
came to the little, shabby, brown house, and 
saw Billy sitting on the step, his elbows on 
his knees, and his sallow face half buried in 
his hands. He only fixed his eyes on Jonas 
with a stupid stare, but did not stir till Jonas 
said— 

“ Aunt Marcia sent something for the chil¬ 
dren ; she thought perhaps there’d be no¬ 
body to do much for them.” 

“Yes, I know,” said Billy, savagely. “ She 
knowed marm was locked up for stealin’ a 
ham out o’ Cap’n Taylor’s smoke house. 
S’pose’n she did, was she a-goin’ to see the 
young uns starve ? They’re cryin* for bread 
in there now.” And Billy seized the basket 
and pushed oi>en the door. 

Jonas followed him, and looked sadly on 
while the hungry little creatures devoured 
the bread and meat which Billy dealt out to 
them. 

“ Why don’t you take some for yourself?” 
he asked, as Billy locked the rest in the 
cuxjboard. 

“ They’ll need it all; and if they shouldn’t 
there’s father ; he always comes home some 
time in the day, fit to faint with the drink 
and the hunger.” 

“ I shouldn’t think you’d care to feed 
A^m,” said Jonas, with a look of disgust and 
astonishment. 

“Why not^” said BiBy, fiercely; “he 
V*<>ng8*t6 U3, and .he ahft no worse than 
H^mJtte.t 8e\ him on to drink. He never 
lifted his hand to toueh «ne of us, dimnk or 


sober, and I can remember when he was 
smart as anybody.” 

Billy’s voice grew hoarse, and he stopped 
for a minute. 

“ If I could get work, or if father could 
get work,” he went on, “ things wouldn’t 
be so bad. But nobody want’s to try father 
now; they say he’s spoilt with drink. I 
s’pose he is ; but I’m strong—I don’t drink 
—I’d cut my throat first; and what do they 
all say to me—me and Nancy, poor girl? 

* Don’t want none of the Shaw tribe around; 
father a drunkard and mother a thief; “ wJiaVs 
bred in the bone stays long in the flesh.'' ' That's 
the way they help us, all on ’em. Nobody’ll 
touch us with a finger.” 

Billy sat sullenly down on the step again, 
and Jonas thought uncomfortably of the 
morning’s discussion. 

“I’m sorry, Billy,” he said; “I wanted 
to help you. I really thought I could ; but 
Aunt Marcia don’t want—she thinks—” 

“ I know w'hat she thinks,” broke in Billy; 

“ she’s just like the rest of ’em. She told 
me once about folks bein’ punished for w hat 
other folks did; if that’s ’cordin’ to the 
Bible, I don’t wan’t nothin’ to do with it.” 

“It isn't according to the Bible,” said 
Jonas, eagerly; “not as you mean it, any¬ 
how. The Bible says, be pitiful, be kind; 
and Aunt Marcia is pitiful and kind, only I 
think she doesn’t always see what is the best 
way—we don’t any of us always see.” 

Billy mode no answer. 

“ Maybe I can help you yet,” said Jonas, 
as he turned away. “Aunt Marcia hasn’t 
hired anyone else, yet, and I’ll ask her 
again.” 

Jonas cast a pitying look at the slouched 
figure on the step, as he walked slowlj' along, 
thinking of the dirt and hunger and distress 
in the miserable home. But as he thought 
of the disgrace that followed the children 
everywhere, and of the thin, wasted frames, 
where cold and hunger had left sad traces, 
all at once he got a new light on the dread¬ 
ful words Aunt Marcia had quoted to him 
in the morning. 

“ ‘Visiting the iniquities of the fathers 
upon the children;’ of course that’s so. I 
don’t see how it could be helped that the 
children should sufler for what their parents 
do. They’re hungry and cold because their 
parents are Aod, just as I am w'arm and com¬ 
fortable and happy, because Aunt Marcia is 
good. I don’t see as that’s any credit to me, 
any more than old Shaw is a blame to them. 
I see just w’hat it means now, and it’s all the 
more reason why we should help them.” 

One of Aun* Marcia Hale’s great virtues 
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was sSLence. She carried out most literally 
the iujunction to “think twice before you 
speak once,” Nobody ever got the benefit 
of any half-finished plans from her, for she 
turned them over and over in her mind, 
weighed all the arguments silently, and then 
astonished yon with a decision upon some¬ 
thing that you had supposed entirely for¬ 
gotten. Jonas had learned in a measure 
the same habit. Among the Scripture les¬ 
sons most firmly impressed upon his mind, 
was the one which declares that men shall 
give account for every idle word. 

“We don’t know just what idle words 
mean,” said Aunt Marcia, “ so the safest 
way is to hold our tongues, unless we’re 
sure some good is to come of speaking.” 

Jonas felt very mre no good would come 
of saying anything more about Billy Shaw. 
He wanted his aunt to hire him to help on 
the farm, but he knew it was safest to wait 
and see if she might not be thinking of the 
very same thing herself; for Aunt Marcia 
never liked to be helped to her conclusions. 

They sat down to dinner together, those 
two, at the little round table, spread with 
fine, white linen, and set with the old-fash¬ 
ioned “ mulberry ware,” which did not bear 
a crack or a chip to mark the many years 
that it had been in service. It was a plain, 
substantial meal, but as carefully cooked 
and as neatly served as if the king were 
expected at table. 

Jonas bowed his head while Aunt Marcia 
invoked a blessing on the food, but all at 
once came a vision of those little, famished 
creatures that had seized the bread so eagerly 
in the morning. 

“ They were so glad of the things you 
sent them, attheShaws,” he said, presently. 
“ I don’t believe they had a mouthful of any¬ 
thing to eat.” * 

“ The way of transgressors is hard,” 
quoted Aunt Marcia, carefully peeling a 
potato. 

“ Yes,” said Jonas, with a little flush on 
his cheek, “hard for them, and hard for 
those that have to walk in the same road, 
even if they ainH transgressors.” 

Aunt Marcia looked at Jonas keenly, but 
Jonas was intent on peeling his potato now, 
and when he sjmke again, it was only to say, 

“ Mrs. Taylor wants you to come up and 
take tea with them, this afternoon. She’s 
got a sister staying with her, from the city 
somewhere.” 

“ Must be Mis* Dr. Harland—she that was 
’Manda Gray. Td like to meet her right 
well. She had the making of a smart woman 
in her, if living in the city hasn’t spoiled her.” 


“ I saw her when I was there,” said Jonas. 
“ I never saw a woman dressed so pretty.” 

“ Fine feathers don’t always make fine 
birds ; but ’Manda Gray was always pretty, 
if she only wore a common calico.” 

“ Nobody could look nicer than you do. 
Aunt Marcia,” said Jonas, approvingly. “ I 
like you a great deal better than if you wore 
little, Jluffi/ lace caps and blue morning 
dresses.” 

“ I mean to dress according to my age and 
my station, though we were all girls together 
—’Manda and Susan Gray, and Becky Lovett 
and I. There never was a merrier set, I 
guess.” 

“Becky Lovett married old Sam Shaw, 
didn’t she ? I saw her name in the Bible 
Sam tried to sell up at the store.” 

“Not old Sam Shaw,” said Aunt Marcia ; 
“there wasn’t a smarter young man or a 
better workman in all the village, than Sam 
Shaw was when he married Becky Lovett. 
And she was the prettiest and merriest girl 
of us all; and now to think what she’s 
come to I” 

Aunt Marcia stirred her tea thoughtfully, 
and sighed, as she went on— 

“ It was all for lack of principle. I’ve 
helped her through many a tight place, and 
so has mother; but when she took to dis¬ 
honest ways, I just washed my hands of her 
forever. If folks can’t go by the command¬ 
ments, they ain’t worth helping.” 

“It must be pretty hard, though,” said 
Jonas, “ to see a house fhll of little children 
starving around you.” 

“ They’d better starve, and be buried, every 
soul of’em, than have a thief fora mother,” 
said Aunt Marcia, emphatically. 

Jonas couldn’t object. He knew he would 
rather die, than live to know such a dreadful 
thing of his mother ; and so he finished his 
dinner in silence. 

When everything in the great, cheery 
kitchen was as clean and orderly as Aunt 
Marcia’s hands could make it, and Jonas’s 
supper laid ready on the table, with a clean, 
white towel to cover it. Aunt Marcia put on 
her dove-colored alpaca, her black silk apron, 
and her cap with lavender ribbons, and tak¬ 
ing her knitting in her pocket, started for 
her afternoon visit at Captain Taylor’s. 

An invitation to tea In Cedarvllle meant 
something more than dropping in for an 
hour at dusk, and Aunt Marcia meant to 
make a good long visit of it. Jonas was 
raking up the chips in the back yard, making 
things ready for spring, which was already 
swelling the dusky cones of the lilacs, and 
starting the grass along the fences. 
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“Your supper ’s all ready, Jonas,** she 
said, “ and the pans are set in the milk 
room, ready for the milk. Be sure you don’t 
let it stand in the pails, to gather cream.** 

“I’ll do it all right,” said Jonas, smiling 
to think that his aunt had never failed to 
give him that same direction whenever he 
strained the milk. “ You needn’t hurry 
back, for I know just how to manage this 
house and everything in it.” 

“I believe you do,” said his Aunt. “ I’d 
trust you sooncr’n most girls; you never 
shirked anything yet, or left it half done.” 

“ I don’t believe dirt’ll stick to your dress,” 
said Jonas, watching the alpaca as it glisten¬ 
ed in the bright sunshine. “ You’ll look 
just as nice as that city lady, I’ll be bound.” 

Aunt Marcia smiled at Jonas, and walked 
contentedly out at the gate, while the boy 
went on with hjs work. These two had a 
comfortable fashion of saying pleasant things 
to each other—a fashion that might well be 
adopted in many a household. It costs no 
more trouble than the perpetual fault find¬ 
ing, which only serves to worry and weary 
and discourage, and by which the sunshine 
of so many homes is continually clouded. 
Jonas never could remember that his aunt 
had kissed him, or ever called him by any 
more endearing title than his own stiff, ugly 
name, w’hich he especially disliked; but 
when she said, “It was your grandfather 
Hale’s name, and you ought to feel proud to 
bear the name of as brave, true, honest a 
man as ever walked the earth,” then Jonas 
felt a little pride in it, after all. 

Aunt Marcia walked along the narrow, 
country road, that ran for some distance 
through her own farm. Deacon Hale’s own 
hands had planted the row of splendid ma¬ 
ples that bordered the road, and showed so 
bare and leafless against the April sky, with 
only here and there a last year’s bird’s nest 
in the branches. Her keen eye ran over the 
pastures and mowings, noting that a clump 
of blackberry briers had sprung up in a cor¬ 
ner, and that a stone had been pushed from 
the top of one of the walls. She took great 
pride in her farm ; it belonged to her, now, 
and some day it would belong to Jonas, for 
they two were all that were left of the old 
Hale stock. Nobody should point at her 
farm and sneer at a woman't farming. Had’n’t 
she lived there forty years, and didn’t she 
know just how many cows it would pay to 
keep, and what crops yielded the best ? She 
had an eye for lmprovera?nts, too, and she 
stopped by the orchard gate to look, with 
pleasure, at a fine lot of dwarf pears, which 
Jonas had carefully set out and trained, end 


which should give their first fruit that year, 
according to agreement. 

Down the little, rocky lane, across the 
brook by the stepping stones, and then 
through the fields to Captain Taylor’s. It 
w'as the very same road she had traveled so 
many times when she was a girl—^aftcr wild 
grapes, and berries, and wintergreen ; or up 
to the great, red house, to see the girls. 
Such a troop as there was of them then—all 
gone now but Reuben’s wife. Reuben was 
the youngest boy, and kept the old farm. 
People used to have a way, in New England, 
of living right on, one generation after 
another, upon the ancestral farms. The 
poorer and more unprofitable the acres, the 
more tenaciously they clung to them, and 
the thought of selling called up visions of 
Esau and his mess of pottage. Aunt Marcia 
came up through the old orchard, with a 
bunch of pussy willows and dangling “ alder 
tays” in her hand. The little Taylors, a 
half dozen of them, were playing keep house, 
on a flat rock under the great bell pear tree. 
They had a fine array of broken dishes and 
rag dolls, and Minnie pounced at once upon 
Aunt Marcia’s “ alder tays.” 

“ O, did you bring ’em for us,” she shout¬ 
ed ; “ they’re just the very things for 
sausages.” 

“Yes, you can have them,” said Aunt 
Marcia, stopping to watch the imaginary 
sausages as they w’cre put to fry in an old 
pill box. “ Is that one of your cousins ?” 
she asked, seeing a stranger in the group, 
whose golden curls and innocent blue eyes 
peeped out prettily enough from the hood of 
a scarlet cloak. 

“ O, that’s Ducky Shaw,” said Minnie. 
“ We borrowed her to play baby with, ’cause 
Aunt ’Manda was ’fraid we’d hurt Cely. She 
let us have Cely’s cloak, though, and Ducky 
Shaw is ’most prettier’n anybody, ain’t she.” 

“Yes,” said Aunt Marcia, absently, feel¬ 
ing a strange twinge of pity, as she looked 
at the fair little creature, condemned to walk 
in the way which Jonas had so truly said 
was a hard one, not only for the transgres¬ 
sors, but for the Innocent ones who must 
walk with them. 

Mrs. Harland was but little changed since 
the days when she w as light-hearted ’Manda 
Gray, and the three women spent a pleasant 
afternoon in talking over old times together. 

“ You haven’t changed a bit, Marcia Hale,” 
said Mrs. Harland, in her old, impetuous 
way; “ there you sit with your horrible 
blue knitting—I remember you alw’ays pre¬ 
tended you liked to knit—and you’re just 
weighing me in your balances, and making 
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Dp your mind how ranch I amount to. You 
have nipped many a brilliant speech of mine 
by just looking at me in that grave way, as 
if you really expected I was going to say 
somcthiug worth hearing.’* 

Aunt Marcia smiled a little, but made no 
answer; she was very busy just then count¬ 
ing the stitches for the heel of her stocking. 

The children came rushing in, presently, 
and Mrs. Harland was enthusiastic in her 
admiration of little Ducky Shaw. 

** Such a shame that she shouldn’t have a 
chance to be somebody. I declare, Marcia, 
if I were you, I’d adopt her. She’ll be a 
beauty in ten years or so.” 

“I don’t think unmarried people have any 
business raising children,” said Aunt Marcia, 
quietly. “ When the Lord sends children. 
He sends wisdom to train ’em, but folks 
don’t come to it naturally.” 

*‘But there’s Jonas,” said Mrs. Taylor; 
” I’m sure there never was a finer—” 

’’Jonas was put into my hands in a way 
that left no doubt about my duty,” Inter¬ 
rupted Aunt Marcia, ’’and so I’ve tried to 
do my duty by him. We can always do what 
the I^rd calls us to; but calling ourselves to 
it is a dififerent matter.” 

There was something in Aunt Marcia’s 
quiet, decided manner that left no point 
open for discussion, and the subject was 
dropped entirely. But as she took her leave, 
after the early tea, she had a glimpse of 
Ducky Shaw, seated at supper with the rest 
of the children, and heard her merry voice 
exclaiming, joyfully, “O dee me! white 
biscuits and fVosted cake.” 

(To be continued.] 


A GHOST STORY. 

BT MBS. ELIZA A. HARKIMAN. 

About a century ago, in that region of 
country noted for the tragedy of the Salem 
witchcraft, ghosts, like witches, were com¬ 
mon stock, not hidden in some, indefinable 
nook under the leaves of a table, knocking 
out answers to impertinent questioners, but 
honest, unfiinching, puritanic ghosts, who 
were not ashamed to let their real personality 
be known, gliding, it is true, noiselessly, but 
wearing ever the pure, emblematic robe of 
white, as if to signal their presence out upon 
the darkness. 

” Once upon a time,” old Mr. Smithers be¬ 
came weary of the world, and laid him down 
and died, and, as all supposed, had found 
qniet and rest in the grave, but ere long it 


began to be whispered mysteriously around 
that the old man was astir, and every night 
might be seen in unsoiled shroud, lying at 
full length, outside his narrow bed of clay. 

Common as these unearthly visitants were 
said to have been, the people of those crude 
times seldom wished to meet a real ghost, 
so the doors were shut a little earlier than 
usual, the Bible kept in plainer view upon 
the stand, and the morning and evening de¬ 
votions lost none of their fervency. 

The terrified, tearful children clung close 
to each other, snatching, it may be, a hasty 
glance at the haunted tomb, as they fiew by, 
to and from the school, full of fear, yet 
scarcely expecting to see the ghost in broad 
daylight. 

But no vague dread of peering, gibbering 
ghost could keep the young, enamored Amos 
long from his lady-love; so, filled with honied 
thoughts, and gentle, cooing dreams, when 
morning hours grew small, out all alone 
amid the darkness, ho found himself plump 
up beside the graveyard, and there, in full 
view, on the haunted tomb, stretched at full 
length, beneath the glimmering stars, ho 
plainly saw the silent, shrouded ghost. At 
once his gentle visions fied, his teeth chat¬ 
tered just a little, his heart beat a little 
faster, but he did not run, nor shriek, nor 
faint, but scaling, silently, the intervening 
fence, he walked in to reconnoiter. 

Now and then a restless lodger, in the 
luxuriant drapery of the weeping willows, 
nestled uneasily in its perch, or half waked, 
dreamy, hidden things, coddled closer down 
among the dew-bedecked grasses. Out from 
the shadowy recesses of the prim, sentinel- 
like fir tree, that stood beside the sorrow- 
draped gateway, a great goggle-eyed, ruffle- 
trimmed, impertinent owl, cried saucily after 
him, in the hoot language, “ Who, who are 
you ?” 

The stark, gray gravestones, grim and 
specter-like, seemed, as he walked, nodding 
and wagging strange, dwarf-llke, shapeless 
heads at him; but there, in its ghastly, 
deathish stillness, lay the ghost, making no 
sign to welcome, and offering no repulse, 
until he stood within a few feet of the head¬ 
stone, then there was a perceptible rustling 
of garments, a hustling of many tiny feet, 
and a defiant ” quit, quit, quit I” and the 
mystery was solved. 

A venerable, old, white turkey, with a 
numerous brood of well-grown, white-robed 
nestling^, had taken nightly quarters on the 
fresh-turned sod of old Mr. Smithers’ grave, 
and that was how my grandfather hunted a 
ghost. 
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THE LITTLE PET. 

BY JULIA M. THAYER. 


Fm Ja8t a wee bit laesie, with a lassie's winsome 
ways, 

And worth my weight in solid gold, my Uncle 
Johnny says. 

My curly little noddle holds a thimbleful of sense; 

Not quite as much as Solomon's—but his was so 
im-mense! 

I know that sugar plums are sweet, that “ no, my 
love,” means yes; 

That when I’m big I’ll always wear my pretty 
Sunday dress. 

And I can count—’leven, six, nine, five—and say 
my ABC. 

Now have you any tafiy, dear, that you could 
give to me? 

I’m Bridget’s ” Torment of her life, that makes 
her brain run wild,” 

And mamma's “ Darling little Elf,” and gran’- 
ma's “ Blessed Child;” 

And Uncle Johnny's “Touch me not,” and 
papa’s “ ’Qpytian Queen 

I make them stand about, you see; that must be 
what they mean. 

For opening hard, old, stony hearts, I have two 
precious keys. 

And one is, O, I thank you, sir. the other’s. If you 
please; 

And if these do not answer, I know another 
trick; 

I squeeze two mighty tear drops out—that melts 
'em pretty quick. 

I'm sweet as any lily bed, and sweeter too, I 
s'posc; 

But that's no reason why I shonldn’t rumple up 
my clothes. 

O, would 1 be an angel, if an angel never cries. 

Nor soils its pretty pinafore, amakin’ nice dirt 
pics! 


I'm but a little lassie, with a thimbleful of sense; 

And as to being very wise, I best make no pre¬ 
tense ; 

But when I am a woman grown, now don't you 
think I’ll do 

If only just about as good ns dear mamma and 
you? 


HOWHHODY FOUND HER GRAND¬ 
MOTHER. 

BY LUCIA CHASE BELL. 

Rhody was all alone. The fire w*a8 out, 
and sometimes the chill wind came rushing 
down the rusty pipe and sent a sprinkling of 
ashes spitefully over the cold hearth of the 
little, old, gray stove. There was no more 
wood, and Rhody’s Uncle Job was gone. 
Even the feAv chips out by the door were 
soaked in the drizzling, winter rain; so she 
wrapped her old apron over her shoulders 
and said, drearily, that she “ couldn’t help it 
if the fire did go out.” It was a very bleak 
little room in which the little, pale, sad-faced 
girl was spending the whole, long day by 
herself. All over the walls were advertise¬ 
ments, and ” notices ” in sprawling letters; 
there was a table covered with cigars, in one 
comer, and a strong, settled odor of tobacco 
in the air. Her Uncle Job’s old boots and 
his boot jack peered from under the stove, 
because he never liked to have them put 
away out of sight; and a dirty little cigar 
box was tacked against the wall, to hold the 
toll pennies they received ; for Uncle Job 
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and Rhody were the gate keepers—especially 
Rhody. 

Nobody seemed to be away from home 
that day, and Rhody was tired waiting and 
watchmg for people to pass. Jolly, kind, 
old. Father Keep did go by with his wagon, 
early in the morning, on his way to Station^ 
ville, but that seemed so long ago, Rhody 
began to think he never meant to come back. 
Even the big, brown goose, standing up 
against the sky, away across the fields, 
seemed to be huddling itself up as if it felt 
chilly and cross. To be sure, it was nothing 
but a tall, slender tree, with the bunch of 
branches upon the top grown into the shape of 
a g^oose ; but Rhody had gazed at it so often 
through the dingy, little w’indow, and 
thought about it so much, that it seemed 
to her she could see it breathe, and that it 
was watching her and thinking about her. 

“I should think you voould feel cross, 
Qoose,"* she said, kneeling upon a chair by 
the window, with her elbows upon the sill, 
and her chin in her hands; out in the rain 
night and day, night and day. Only I think 
it's harder to be shut up here, waiting for 
folks to go by. I*d like to go to school, 
down at the Comers, but Uncle Job won’t 
let me. He says * Readin’ spoils girls.’ 
And he wants me to take the toll, too, while 
he goes off to ‘ see how folks are getting 
on.’ 1 know where he sees it. He secs it 
in that old whiskey shop, over at Griddle ton. 
I hate to take toll, 1 am so ugly in the face, 
and the wind always blows my hair up so 
when I stand in the door. Seems to me my 
hair looks like old ropes all raveled up. Folks 
always have such a funny kind of a smile 
around the corners of the mouth when they 
see me. I hate to sell cigars, too, and 1 wish 
Uncle Job would let me hide his boots; 
seems to me they’re grinning at me all the 
time. I’m cold. Poor old goose, don’t the 
chills run over you awfully, out there ? They 
go creep, creep, over my back the whole 
time, and I’ve got my apron on my should¬ 
ers, too. I know those old, wet, rotten 
chips won’t bum, and if I should gather 
’em ones. Uncle Job would say, ‘ Well, keep 
up the fire that way, after this.’ I wish I 
had a flower pot, with sweet pinks in it, or 
a red pin cushion, or a little dinner basket 
like the schoolma’am had, the day I went to 
hear them speak pieces. I wish I had a tart; 
a little, round, white, scallopped tart, with 
a lump of red jelly in the middle of it. I’m 
dek of com bread. I wish I lived in a big, 
warm kitchen, like they had in that house I 
took a note to for a man, once. I never 
grow tired thinking about that. There was 


an old lady there, baking sugar cakes. The 
sunshine came through the window and 
and made a big, bright, yellow window down 
on -the floor. And there was a little girl upon 
a chair by the fire, and she wore red stockings 
and new shoes, and I could smell her new 
calico apron, and her hair was so shining, 
and it stayed tucked behind her ears, and 
she had three round cakes lying in her lap, 
waiting for ’em to cool. She looked at me 
and smiled, and I looked at her and smiled, 
and by and by she said, ‘ Have you got a 
grandmother ? That’s my grandmother 
there, baking cakes.’ And I was so ashamed 
because I hadn’t any grandmother, and had 
to tell her so. Are you listening, goose ? I 
s’pose I hav€ got a grandmother, smnewhtre 
in the world; don’t you? Everybody has a 
grandmother, of course. If I could just set 
out and go to find her, wouldn’t that be 
splendid ?” 

Then it seemed as if the goose nodded and 
said, “ Of course, everybody has a grand¬ 
mother. You’d better start. Maybe she 
lives in Frostland. Do you know how to go 
there ?” 

“ How should I ?” said Rhody, trembling 
all over with eagerness, and forgetting all 
about the chills creeping over her back. 
“ I never heard of that place before. How 
shall I go ?” 

“ It’s perfectly easy,” answered the goose. 
**Only wish for it, and then you will be 
there.” 

So Rhody wished with all her might, clasp¬ 
ing her hands tightly together, and wrinkling 
her forehead to make it seem more in earnest, 
and that minute she found herself far away 
from the little, dingy, tobacco-perfumed 
room in which she used to wait to take the 
toll. 

It was very white and pure in Frostland. 
She felt so strong and glad when she breathed 
the clear air, and every time her feet touched 
the crisp, glittering ground, there was a 
sweet, cheery, little echo. Often huge, white 
ferns reached quite across the shining paths, 
but they always straightened up when Rhody 
wanted to pass. Somet imes the road led along 
the edges of steep rocks and up and down the 
sides of solemn, silent mountains. Now and 
then she came to little, light bridges, swung 
across deep gorges, and they trembled and 
twinkled when she walked upon them, but 
she always came safely over. 

“ It’s very beautiful in Frostland,” thought 
the little girl, ” and I like the good air. But 
I hope my grandmother doesn’t live here. 
It’s too white and quiet, and apples couldn’t 
grow here. The little girl’s grandmother 
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that I 8aw had a basket of red apples in 
her kitchen, and one was roasting on the 
hearth. But I’ll walk on and see what I 
shall come to.” 

Sometimes a faint, far-off sound of bugle 
music came chiming softly through the 
rocks, and then Rhody would hold her breath 
and listen, and once she caught a glimpse of 
a host of the little Frost People winding 
through the white mountain passes, with 
their starry banners uplifted, and their tiny 
spears flashing in the pure light. 

At last she came to a great plain of ice, 
that looked as if it reached away out to the 
edge of the world, so you could walk up to 
it and touch the blue sky. The road led 
right through it, you could tell by the tall, 
crystal guide posts. 

“I’m most afraid,” said Rhody; “but I 
s’pose I’d better follow the guide posts.” 

So she walked sturdily over the ice in her 
rough, old shoes, with her apron still drawn 
closely over her chubby shoulders. It was 
along, long way, but Rhody didn’t feel tired, 
and never stopped till after a great while she 
came to a broad, arched gate, that had pic¬ 
tures of Frostland crusted all over it. By 
the gate stood a radiant little house that 
looked for all the world like a petrified 
morning glory upside down, with pink and 
golden smoke curling out of the very peak 
of it. 

“ I should think they’d open the gate,” 
said Rhody, when she had waited a minute 
or two; “foot pa^ngers never have to pay.” 

Just then the door of the queer little house 
opened, and a little, twinkling, old lady came 
out, and nodded, and said, “Good day.” 
She had merry, blue eyes, and a red nose, 
and a wonderful cap, like moon-lit mist, and 
in her ears were long. Jingling Ice drops. 

“Foot passengers must pay, too,” she 
said, nodding again; “ six courtesies and 
two kisses.” 

“ I can’t make nice courtesies,” said Rhody; 
“my shoes are so big and stiff. See how 
queer I turn my toes out. I never kissed 
anybody, either, that I remember of.” 

But she made the courtesies as well as she 
could, and gave the kisses, and the little, old 
lady said, 

“ Those were very good kisses, very sweet 
and very warm. But the courtesies were 
quite queer. However, it will do. I am 
Jack Frost’s own sister. That’s the reason 
I hold such an important position as gate¬ 
keeper for the great road of Frostland. 
Where are you going? and'^what are you 
going for?” 

“I am going to find my grandmother,” 


answered Rhody. “ I suppose I have a g^nd- 
mother somewhere, and 1 want her. It is’nt 
you, is it?” 

“ Dear, no!” said the little old lady, shak¬ 
ing and twinkling at a great rate with her 
laughter. “ You know grandmothers always 
live In w'arm kitchens, and bake cakes and 
roast apples. Maybe she lives in the Bee 
Queen’s Country. It is her country you will 
be in when you have passed through the 
gate.” 

“Let me go through the gate, then,” said 
Rhody. So the little, twinkling, old lady 
opened the gate, and Rhody went through. 

It was summer in the Bee Queen’s Country. 
You could smell the clover In the fields, and 
the beds of violets in the woods. Sometimes 
the woods reached quite up to the road, but 
the sunshine twisted itself through the 
branches and lay in tangles upon the ground. 

By and by Rhody took off her coarse, hard 
shoes and walked barefooted, so she could 
feel how warm and moist the ground was. 
Sometimes troops of little g^rls came saun¬ 
tering along the road, barefooted, and they 
wore dainty, blue sun bonnets, and had 
smooth, fair, braided hair, and carried nice 
little dinner baskets, and new spelling books. 
But Rhody always hid from them, because 
her face felt so ugly. Till at last one little 
girl came along by herself, lazily poking the 
dirt up with her toes as she walked, and sang 
softly to herself while she braided and im- 
braided her beautiful hair. 

“I’m trying to find my grandmother,” 
said Rhody to her: “ do you know whether 
she lives in the Bee Queen’s Country ? and if 
she wants me?” 

“ No, I don’t,” said the little girl, walking 
on without even looking up. “ Go and ask 
the Bee Queen about it, yourself. She’s sit¬ 
ting on a golden bushel basket, that’s turned 
upside down in the middle of a grove of hol¬ 
lyhocks ; great, red hollyhocks, big enough 
for you to sleep in.” 

Rhody was very tired and hungry, but she 
said to herself, Sometime I shall find her, 
and grandmothers are so good, I know she 
will let me sit on a chair and rest, and eat 
sugar cakes, and watch her at work, and 
ask her questions ; and she’ll stop sometimes 
and stroke my hair kindly, and call me 
“ dearie,” and she’ll lot me warm my toes as 
long as I please by the fire, on winter nights.” 

So she walked on with her brave heart full 
of hope, and by and by she came to the Bee 
Queen, sitting on the golden bushel basket, 
that was turned upside down in the middle 
of the grove of red hollyhocks. She had 
such a thick swarm of little, golden bees all 
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about her, that it seemed as if she were 
lookiug through a bright, dotted vail, with 
her flossy curls, and sweet, dimpled &ce, and 
white robes. 

“Can you tell me where my grandmother 
lives?" asked Rhody. “lam so tired and 
hungry, I hope I shall find her very soon." 

The Bee Queen smiled very sweetly, but 
she only said, “ 1 haven’t anything for you 
to eat but honey, and I don’t think honey is 
good for little girls. You might sleep in 
one of my hollyhocks, but your face is too 
ugly, and your hair is so frizzly, and your 
feet are all dusty. I don’t know whether 
anybody’s grandmother lives in my country 
or not. 1 don’t trouble myself about any¬ 
thing but my golden bees. You’d better 
walk on; I can’t help you any." 

Poor Rhody felt hungrier and more sorrow¬ 
ful than ever before, but she started again 
and walked till she came to six little boys, 
who stood in the middle of the sunshiny road, 
stirring up the moist earth with long sticks. 
They were barefooted little boys, and had 
dirty faces, and dirty hands, and patches on 
their knees; and they didn’t say a word, but 
Just stood and stirred and stirred. 

“ What are you doing?” asked Rhody. 

“ We’re pokin’ up the dirt to And lucky 
stones," answered one of them, angrily. 
“Now you have made us speak, and the 
lucky stones have all moved themselves. 
One mustn’t speak when one stirs for lucky 
stones. If you had one you could put it in 
your hat, and when you’d lost it some good 
luck would happen to you." 

“O, do be^n again!" begged Rhody; 
“and I’ll get a stick and stir, too, and I 
won’t speak a single word. I want a lucky 
stone, so I can lose it. Maybe 1 would find 
my grandmother then." 

“ It’s no use," returned the boy. “ You’re 
a girl, and yon would speak, anyhow. Besides, 
you haven’t any hat to put your lucky stone 
in; and it’s too late to begin again. I’ve got to 
hurry home or they’ll eat up all the potpie. 
There’s an old woman lives down the road, 
in an orchard. Maybe she’s your grand¬ 
mother. Go and ask her if she isn’t." 

Rhody went on until it was near night, 
and at last she came to a wide, old orchard, 
that reached out to the road, and had no 
fence or wall of any kind around it. The 
low, afternoon sunshine lay in long streaks 
and golden patches over the soft grass, and 
the broad, old trees looked soft and rich, 
with the mixed glows and shadows in their 
branches. 

** This is the orchard the old woman lives 
in,” thought Rhody. “I hope she is my 


grandmother. I shall be very good ; I don’t 
think I shall ever get tired helping her, be¬ 
cause she will love me. One’s grondmothcr 
always loves one. I shall say, right away, 
‘Dear grandmother, I want to do something 
to help you.’" 

Then she walked out of the road into the 
orchard, and the cool, soft grass felt so good 
to her bare feet, and it was so sweet to hear 
the robins chirping In the shadow's. 

“ I don’t think I shall ever need these old 
shoes any more," she said to herself, “ because 
I’m most sure grandmother lives here." 

So she dropped them down on the grass. 
Just then a sharp voice cried out, 

“Don’t drop your ugly shoes In my or¬ 
chard. I won’t allow such things to be left 
on the dean grass." 

And there was a very tall old lady, walking 
right tow'ard Rhody. She was so tall she 
had to bend her head, to keep her bright 
crown of peacock plumes from tangling in 
the tree branches. She had strings and 
strings of bright beads around her neck, and 
she wore a long, snow-white apron, that 
reached to the tips of her yellow slippers. 
In her hands she held a great, round, trans¬ 
parent dish, that was brim full of preserves, 
made out of peaches as big as pumpkins; 
clear, dripping, delicious peaches. Behind 
her came two giant pigeons, side by side, 
with lustrous, purple wings, spread out while 
they walked. 

“Are you my grandmother ?’’ asked Rhody, 
as soon as she could find breath to speak. 
Her voice was very faint, and her chin quiv¬ 
ered, and she thought she couldn’t choke the 
sobs down a minute longer, the old lady 
frowned at her so, and had such cross 
wrinkles around her mouth. 

“ No, indeed 1" answered the tall old 
woman, and the peacock plumes angrily 
trembled when she spoke. “You are a 
beautiful specimen to be running through 
the country hunting up a grandmother. 
What do you want of a grandmother? or 
what would a grandmother want of you? 
You are only good to work, and not to play 
at all, nor rest any. As for somebody to 
love you, that is all nonsense. Look, what 
big wrists you have! They are exactly in¬ 
tended for stirring peach preserves all day 
long, and all night, too; and that is what 
you shall do. Come along after me." 

Then she put down the great dish of peach 
preserves for her pet pigeons’ supper, and 
after that Rhody followed her through the 
orchard till they came to two great, golden 
kettles, hung over a fire, with peaches cook¬ 
ing in them. 
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“Here you can stand and stir all night,” 
said the tall old woman. “ I don’t want my 
peaches to bum, and I want them cooked 
very slowly, because these pigeons arc very 
particular about it. Don’t stand there cry¬ 
ing, like a dunce. Take hold of the stick 
and stir. Don’t sit down, and don’t taste 
any.” 

“I am so hungry and so tired,” sobbed 
Rhody. 

“ That makes no difference to ww, you 
know,” said the old woman; “ I only want 
my peaches stirred. You arc the very girl 
for me; you have such strong wrists.” 

All at once Rhody heard a great, hearty, 
good-natured voice call out, “Hallo, toll 
keepers!” Then she lifted her head, and 
there she was again, in the little, dingy 
room by the toll gate, and there were thd 
same old chills creeping over her back, and 
it seemed as if she hadn’t any feet, because 
they were “asleep.” The cold winter rain 
was still falling, and good old Father Keep, 
in his wagon, out by the gate, was dripping 
from head to foot. 

“ They’re wonderful quiet In there,” he 
said to himself, “ seeing I’ve been to Station- 
ville and back, and haven’t paid my toll 
yet. I wouldn’t mind going in to warm a 
minute, either. Whoa, Dolly.” 

And he bustled out of his wagon and 
opened the door just as Rhody was getting 
her eyes open and rubbing the tears off her 
checks. 

“ Poor place to warm,” said Father Keep, 
seeing the empty stove. “ What’s your 
apron twisted around your shoulders for ?” 

“I’m cold,” sobbed Rhody,'“and hungry, 
and lonesome.” 

“What did you let the fire go out for? 
No wood, eh ? I shall have to sec about you. 
I guess I can spare the scat board off my 
wagon, and that’ll kindle up the fire till Job 
gets back.” 

He kindled the fire, and dropped liis toll 
pennies into the box, and then hurried away 
through the rain, leaving Rhody kneeling by 
the window, watching him as long as he was 
in sight. 

That night Father Keep and good, old 
Grandmother Keep had a talk. It began 
while she was setting the buckwheat sponge 
for breakfast. 

“It’s a pity for you to be doing every 
speck of your work, Nancy,” said Father 
Keep, as he stood before the big, crackling 
fire, warming his hands. “ Now, when dark 
comes, I’ve mostly got my work done, so I 
can sit down and rest, but a woman’s work’s 
never done, seems to me, for here you are. 


pickin’ around, till bed time. And I s’pose 
your shoulders begin to feel tired and lame, 
sometimes, as well as mine. If you had a 
little girl, now, to save you some steps—such 
a little girl as old Job Mudge’s niece, for in¬ 
stance, not for a sort of a little slave, but to 
raise up to be a good, respectable, useful 
happy woman, that would be an honor to us 
and herself. Old Job’s a kind of vagabond, 
and he keeps the poor little thing shut up 
there like a prisoner; half starved and half 
frozen. Really, something must be done for 
her.” 

“ I’ve been thinking about her, myself,” 
said old Mrs. Keep. “ Her father went the 
same way Job’s going, and died a drunkard. 
Her mother was a nice, sweet-spoken, little 
woman, but quite sad, and died homesick, 
for you see her folks never lived ’round here. 
She came and did a day’s work for me, once. 
It was eight years ago, and Rhody was a 
baby, then. Her mother brought her along. 
I remember I took a great fancy to the child, 
she was so good-natured, though not a bit 
pretty. I wish you would see Job about it. 
I dare say you can coax him to let us have 
her. And I shall begin making up that piece 
of new plaid into a meeting dress for her, 
right away.” 

The next morning Father Keep went down 
the road to the little, gray house by the toll 
gate. Old Job Mudge was at home, for a 
wonder, and it was soon settled that Rhody 
should go to live with Father Keep and his 
wife. 

“ People that have little girls must keep 
little girls in shoes,” said Mr. Keep, as they 
rode home ; and he stopped at the shoemak¬ 
er’s and brought out a pair of neat, glossy, 
little, calf-skin shoes, not so elegant as 
dainty, balmoral boots would have been, of 
course, but very lovely, in Rhody’s eyes, as 
they lay there in her lap, while she wondered 
if they’d squeak when she walked, so people 
would know she had new shoes, and if the 
copper toes were pure gold. 

After they had reached home and warmed 
awhile by the fire. Father Keep went out to 
“Tend to his chores,” leaving Rhody and 
Grandmother Keep to get acquainted; and 
the good old lady showed Rhody the bright 
new fiannel that was to be made into her 
“meeting dress,” and gave her a ribbon to 
wear around her hair, and helped her tie up 
her new shoes, and talked to her about the 
chickens, and pigs, and cows, and all the 
little, every day, home affairs, just as If 
Rhody had always lived there, and might 
always expect to, and she looked so lovely, 
with her fair, kind old face, and her pure 
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white cap, and her busy hands, knitting 
Father Keep’s socks, that Rhody could 
hardly sit still, she longed so to get up, and 
put her arms close around Grandmother 
Keep’s neck, and have a good, long, joyful 
cry, with her head upon that ample shoulder. 

“ May I ask you something ?” whispered 
Rhody, by and by. 

“Ask? of course you can ‘ask some¬ 
thing.’ What is it, child ?’’ said Mrs. Keep. 

“ If you would only let me call you grand¬ 
mother,” pleaded Rhody. And the old lady 
told her very lovingly that she might and 
must, thinking as she said it, “All the 
children in the neighborhood call me ‘ grand¬ 
mother,’ and here’s this poor, lonesome, 
motherless child begging it as a great boon. 
Bless her heart, she shall have love enough.” 

And presently Rhody told her about Frost- 
land, and the Bee Queen, and the old woman 
that lived in the orchard; and when she had 
told it all, she laughed triumphantly, and 
said, “But you see, grandmother, I have 
found yon, after all.” 


GOD SEEN IN HIS WORKS. 

BT MBS. FANNIE R. FEUDOB. 

While the celebrated Mungo Park was 
traveling in Africa, he was often taken pris¬ 
oner, and robbed, and, sometimes, narrowly 
escaped with his life. 

On one occasion, he records, that he was 
driven almost to despair by the pitiable state 
to which he was reduced; alone in an un¬ 
known wilderness, without food, clothes, or 
shelter, and too ignorant of the locality 
even to atteitapt his escape, for fear of plung¬ 
ing into still greater perils. He was hun¬ 
dreds of miles from the nearest European 
settlement, and to crown all, it was in the 
very hight of the rainy season, the heavens 
were overcast with blackness, and torrents 
of rain beat pitilessly about the poor 
traveler’s unsheltered head. 

But just as he was about to give up all 
hope, and, in despair, to stretch himself on 
the ground to perish, he spied, at a little 
distance, a beautiful moeSy in full bloom. The 
whole plant was but three or four inches in 
bight; but the work of an Almighty hand 
was plainly visible in the formation of its 
perfect roots and slender stems, from which 
shot forth tiny branches, decked with 
emerald leaves and bright crimson blossoms, 
whose slender petals were glistening with 
the pearly drops of the recent shower. As 
the despairing traveler gazed in admiring 


wonder, a voice seemed to whisiMsr, “ Gk)d 
is here, even in this wilderness, and the 
tiniest flower, hidden away from the eye of 
man, is still His care. How much more the 
creatures He has formed in His ‘ own image 
and likeness,’ and endowed with a spark of 
immortality that shall survive the wreck of 
all things material.” 

Thus admonished. Park roused himself 
from his apathy, and resolved to cast him¬ 
self upon the care of the loving Father of 
all, and go forward with renewed courage. 
Unaided, save by the unseen hand he had 
invoked, and fed by the roots and berries 
the same Fatherly hand had planted in the 
wilderness, he traveled day alter day through 
that trackless desert, hitherto untrodden by 
civilized man, until at length he reached a 
pflace of safety. 

Did that little floweret bloom in vain in 
its wilderness home? or was not, rather, 
every tiny twig and leaf and blossom rife 
with a loving lesson of God’s goodness to 
the creatures He has formed ? Who would 
not trust in such a Father, such a Friend, 
who paints the lily, refreshes the drooping 
flower with the pearly dewdrop, feeds the 
young ravens when they cry, and gave His 
only, well-beloved Son to save wt from the 
power of evil, and take us to bloom forever 
in the cloudless skies and eternal sunshine of 
Heaven. 


BIRDIE’S DREAM. 

BT OXOROB COOPER. 


Three little darlings, and all to be fed; 

High time of night to be oat of their bed! 
Wearied and worried, I’m ready to drop; 

Won’t I be glad when my birdies can hop? 

Some folks are taking their pleasnro, I see; 
Nothing but torment and trouble for me. 
Lullaby, darlings, the shadows grow deep, 
Tucked in so warmly, do please go to sleep. 

Sing away, neighbor, and fly at your will. 

Now you have waked them they’ll never be still. 
Nothing but work since the morning's red sun; 
•* Mother’s work, mother's work never is done.” 

Nothing for me but a tom, empty nestl 
Gone are my birdies the sweetest and best. 
Where shall I wander ? or what shall I do? 

O, if my sorrow my little ones knew I 

O. could they hear roe my lullaby sing, 

O, could I feel their wee heads 'neath my wing, 
Sometimes a trouble, but still a delight— 

No little birdies to care for to-night! 

Tinted with dawn every leaf of the tree; 

Birdie is happy as happy can be! 

Under her wings all her darlings arc curled; 
“Mother love's mother love, over the world.” 
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LITTLE BRIDGET. 

BT MRS. L. K. K. BECKER. 


The Mohawk is a very beautiful river, 
flowing amonij wooded hills with high, rocky 
banks, and amid fertile meadows with flowery 
borders, its scenery ever varied and charm¬ 
ing. Instead of seeking the Hudson by one 
grand outlet, it divides into a half dozen, 
and smilingly pours its gifts one after another 
into the great river, each time as innocently 
as if that were all. Its whole course is wild, 
but it indulges in one freak that excels all 
the others—the silent, smoothly - flowing 
river suddenly leaps from a rocky precipice, 
extending across its entire channel, (nearly 
three hundred yards), down into an immense 
rocky basin, thirty feet below. Being some¬ 
what broken up by the tumble, it gathers 
itself together as well and as speedily as pos¬ 
sible, and goes on its way, noisily proclaim¬ 
ing its boldness and good fortune in doing 
so well. It is a most picturesque cataract 
viewed from any point, and is visited by 
thousands of persons every year. It bears 
the name (an Indian one) of Cohoes, or Great 
Falls. I have never been in the vicinity that 
I did not wander to the exact spot, on the 
shore above, where the pioneer’s log cabin 
stood, that was made so desolate for many 
years to a father and mother by the cruel 
Indians. 

I fancy I can see the children (a boy of five 
and a girl of three years) playing in their 
father’s boat, and unconsciously drifting 
away down the stream; see them rescued 
by an Indian and borne swiftly and silently 
away to the dark, unanswering forest. I 
picture the distressed father searching wdth 
fearful earnestness below the cataract, and 
finding, almost gladly, only the shattered 
wreck of his boat—nothing more. I fancy 
the cruel Indian, intruding upon the agonized 
mother, to oflfer her some ragged pieces of 
her child’s clothing, as Joseph’s coat was 
shown to his father, to confirm belief in an 
error. How often have I taken ple4i8ure in 
thinking what a strong, sweet soul the 
mother must have had, to so rise above her 
own grief as to make and keep a cheerful, 
happy home through those sorrowful years 
—a home so bright that it Is remembered in 
story, while her name and place are forgotten. 

For sixteen years, concealing the pain that 
had never left her since that pitiful day when 
her darlings went out and returned no more, 
she could not long survive the joy of their 
restoration, but faded day by day for a few 
weeks, and went as softly homeward as the 


evening shadows fall, without a sigh or 
murmur. 

I fancy I can see the son taking up the 
broken thread of his early life and seeking 
to join it to his later years, as one joins the 
.portions of a half-forgotten dream ; but the 
daughter, no longer detained by a mother’s 
pleading love, impatient of forms and cus¬ 
toms that to her seem like fetters, turns 
back to the wild forest life, remembering, 
desiring no other. 

And there I stop. The rough voices of the 
boatmen on the canal that runs along the 
river, recall me to the present time ; to the 
black smoke that rises from the factory 
chimneys in the town not far away; to the 
town of Cohoes itself, celebrated for its 
manufactures, of various kinds of cloth, cot¬ 
ton and woolen; of stockings; of edge tools; 
of pins ; and of other articles. It is not a 
pleasant town, for Its streets are low and 
dirty, its houses from the outside unattrac¬ 
tive and dingy, and it is full of French and 
Irish operatives. That portion of the town 
in which they live, swarms with ragged, 
filthy children too young to work in the 
mills, and old women too feeble to do so. 

At twelve o’clock noon and six at night, 
every day of the week but Sunday, crowds 
of children, eight years old and upward, pour 
out of the factories, with men and women 
of almost all ages. It is not a pleasant sight, 
to meet the weary look of the children, or to 
observe the hard, Indifferent manner some 
of them soon acquire—very different from 
the fresh. Innocent, interesting, merry chil¬ 
dren that are such blessings to us older 
folks. I never saw one of these factory chil¬ 
dren, that I did not think it actual robbery 
to allow them to work in a factory, or feel 
that there ought to be a law against it; true 
there is, but it is of the kind that some peo¬ 
ple think can be set aside, although the evil 
results are no less certain to follow. 

A few years ago, there lived in this manu¬ 
facturing town, and worked in one of the 
mills, a little girl ten years old, whose name 
was Bridget Sullivan. She was a quick, 
bright child, and ambitious. Her old mother 
took pride in the money her “ baby,” as she 
sometimes called Bridget, brought her. She 
had two other children who also worked in 
the mills, but neither of them so promising; 
and by means of an abundance of praise, 
Bridget performed uncommon tasks, and re¬ 
turned her three, and sometimes four dollars 
a week. 

One warm, damp, cloudy, summer morn¬ 
ing. the great bell had struck its warning 
note for seven. Far away, the sound of the 
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fiills could be easily heardf and the snowy 
sheet thrown over the wide, dark rock conld 
be distinctly seen by anyone on the side of 
the town next the river. The work people, 
however, hurrying to the mills, thought only 
of being in time to answer to their names, 
and escape being “ docked” of a portion of 
their wages on account of tardiness. 

Little Bridget, or “Little Biddy,” as they 
called her, has sprung to her place, and her 
fingers almost fly about her work. She has 
seen the overseer passing through the room, 
and as he shouts aloud, “ Look lively there, 
every task must be finished by a quarter to 
twelve!” she tosses her head, for she knows 
the words arc not meant for her. Her task 
is always done at the time, and she is a 
favorite with the overseer no less than with 
everybody in the room. No wonder, either, 
she is so bright and fresh looking, for all her 
greasy, soiled dress and the dust that clings 
to the pretty, wavy, brown hair. 

But how close and oppressive the air 
seemed that morning, and how the work 
dragged. It was plain there were many 
tasks that would not be completed at the 
appointed time. By and by a strange odor 
rose above that of coal and machinery oil, 
and the recking air ft'om those steaming 
operatives, and presently smoke appeared 
and filled the place. The engine did not 
stop, but every hand did, and a simultaneous 
suppressed cry could have been heard, and 
an instant after, there was a rush for the 
stairway. No tongue, no pen can describe 
the scene that followed. The combustible 
materials stored within, the heated air all 
seemed to invite conflagration. 

And now the bells begin to ring outside, 
and that quick, hoarse cry everyone knows 
BO w'ell. Is heard on the street, followed by 
hurrying feet and wilder voices, screaming 
as they run, “ Fire! fire I Are!” Meantime 
the terrifled crowd come struggling, hot and 
gasping, through the open doors that swing 
back from the only main entrance. Three 
stories high, a thousand lives depending upon 
one stairway for safety. The horrors of that 
day wrought a change in factory entrances. 
The clamor without, fh)m flremen, from 
owners, from workmen, from friends, and 
the dreadful cries from those not yet escaped, 
the leaping flames, the Intolerable heat, beg¬ 
gars all account. 

Still they come—^nd the stairway totters, 
falls! “Are they all down?” Alas! that 
shriek from within, rising above the roar of 
the flames and the noise without, tells the 
dreadful story—four, five imprisoned crea¬ 
tures yet! The ladders are no longer of use 


—there Lb no chance of escape but one; and 
can they, from the third story, leap beyond 
the flames and reach the ground alive ? 

Quick as thought, bales of cotton have 
been ripped open and spread, the crowd are 
hushed into utter silence, when a deep voice 
cries, “Jump!” There is a movement at 
that window, and one slight form is almost 
pushed into the air by those within. A child 
it is~“ Little Biddy so light, she falls far 
inside the bed prepared for her, and as she 
touches the ground, stunned and helpless, a 
falling beam crushes her right arm. Another 
and another have made the leap from the 
burning building, escaping with little com¬ 
parative Injury; but the fourth one, either 
too timid to make the effort, or too frighten¬ 
ed and confused, like some dumb animals, 
cannot be persuaded, and the gulf of fire 
soon receives her. The crowd shudder at 
the sight, but are powerless to avert the 
poor girl’s doom. 

Many weeks, and even months, elapsed 
before Bridget recovered from the dreadful 
shock and exhaustion of that summer morn¬ 
ing ; and when she did, only one feeble arm 
hung by her side. For a great many days 
she hid herself away and grieved bitterly 
over her misfortune, but she was a brave 
little girl, after all, and kept her complaints 
to herself, and at last began to look bright 
and cheery again. 

Mrs. Sullivan had been so thankful for the 
life of her child, that she had thought of 
little else; but as the weeks and months 
wore along, she missed the roll of money 
Bridget had brought her every pay day, and 
began to complain. Finally, after much 
apparent trouble, to judge from what her 
mother said, Bridget was sent to an orphan 
asylum not far distant. There she remained 
for nearly three years, leading a quiet life, 
obtaining some knowledge of books and 
many other useful things, the most import¬ 
ant of these being the use of her left and 
only remaining hand ; writing, sewing, and 
almost everything that we do with our right 
hand, or with both, Bridget learned to do 
with one. She was a shy girl among her 
companions for a long time, and sensitive of 
observation always. When she came to her 
class in the schoolroom, she walked close 
behind another scholar, always avoided a 
front seat, and when she rose to recite, turn¬ 
ed herself half way round, in order to con¬ 
ceal her defect. One day she appeared with 
a little addition to her dress—a pretty cape, 
over which the poor girl had spent many of 
her leisure hours for some time. The teacher 
noticed and admired it. 
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“ How pretty it is! and where did you 
get it?” 

Bridget blushed deeply, but did not reply, 
when one of the girls answered— 

” She made it.’^ 

“ Made it! first we know we shall haye a 
dressmaker in our school!” 

Simple as these words were, they sounded 
in Bridget’s ears for many a day, and almost 
tremblingly she cherished the thought that 
she might still be able to do something after 
all; for in some way, and not strangely, 
either, she had obtained the idea that she 
was good for nothing. 

Not long after the incident mentioned, she 
was sent for, in great haste, to attend the 
funeral of her brother, who had died sud¬ 
denly. Her sister had married and removed, 
and she found her mother inconsolable for 
the loss of her ‘‘only good,” as she called 
her boy, and she even expressed the thought 
that she ‘‘ might have spared the other one.” 
Cruel as this seems, it was not so in design, 
being only a manner that such persons as 
Mrs. Sullivan have of expressing excessive 
grief. 

When the funeral was over, and Bridget 
was reminded that she must return to the 
asylum, and her mother began to speak of 
seeking a home with her daughter, Bridget 
replied that she could not return, but she 
would ‘‘ stay and take care of her mother.” 
This reply was so astonishing, that it re¬ 
quired a great deal of explanation, and a 
fair hearing was not given her without a 
great deal of coaxing and some tears. Even 
then, her plan was received with such ridi¬ 
cule and incredulity as to be very disheart¬ 
ening. Perhaps it was no wonder her plan 
seemed foolish—that of becoming a dress¬ 
maker, and earning her own and her mother’s 
living by her needle—so young, so inexpe¬ 
rienced, and unfortunate. But a strong, 
clear purpose is a wonderful thing, and 
Bridget possessed this, and ‘* Heaven helps 
those who help themselves.” So, when her 
“ notion,” as her friends called it, could not 
be laughed down nor reasoned down, and all 
the objections were met by this determined 
little creature’s “ I am going to try,” some 
one concluded to let her try; then another, 
and another; and when she had really put 
the first whole dress together, her opposers 
had all vanished, and her success among her 
neighbors was sure. 

Everybody was kind and helpful; from one 
she received a new pattern; from another, 
some useftil hint or encouraging word; from 
all, a great deal of praise and a fair amount 
of work. She became as much of a favorite 


among her neighbors as she had been years 
before in the mill. 

It would take too long to tell of her im¬ 
provement from time to time, for it must 
not be supposed she became a good worker 
in her art at once. Several years passed be¬ 
fore she attained that; but patiently and 
cheerfully she worked, faithful in everything, 
a comfort and blessing to her poor, old, mur¬ 
muring mother to the last—never despairing, 
never complaining. 

I have often thought, when I have seen 
her, what a golden lesson almost anyone 
might learn from the life of Bridget Sullivan, 
now Little Bridget no longer, and how truly 
to her might apply the words, “ She hath 
done what she could.” 


ONE LITTLE POCKET HANDKER¬ 
CHIEF. 

BY CLARA W. T. FRY. 

Just one little pocket handkerchief—such 
a pretty one—white, with a border of red 
leaves, and tiny, red fiowers all over the mid¬ 
dle : all hemmed around the edge, too, «o 
pretty 1 but O, it made so much trouble for 
poor Philopena I 

Philopena was a little girl who had only one 
Jacket handkerchief at home, and that was 
an old one, pretty dingy, with a hole near 
the middle. 

I can’t imagine how Philopena happened 
to do it. I really can’t understand it, but it 
came about in this way : The hall was pretty 
cold that morning, and all the children who 
came to the sewing school had been standing 
by the registers to get warm. By and by 
they all went to their seats except two, and 
one was Philopena, and the other was Maggy 
Brown. 

The little pocket handkerchief lay on the 
table beside the great work basket full of 
comfortable and pretty garments for the 
girls to make, and then to have for their 
own when they were done. 

Think of it, girls ; just one little pocket 
handkerchief lying right out all by Itself. 
And the girls in the classes were busy unfold¬ 
ing their work, and the teachers were busy 
watching the ^rls. Nobody was near but 
Maggy Brown, and she had just turned to 
look out of the window at a man going down 
street with a hand organ on his back, and 
Maggy hoped there might be a monkey on 
the organ. And, as I said before, Philopena 
had only one pocket handkerchief at home, 
and that was so old, with a hole near the 
middle. 

Think of it, girls ! What would you have 
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done ? Bnt it Lb what Philopcna did, that I 
have to tell; and all I can say is that just 
then she started and hurried to her class; 
she passed close by the table and the little 
pocket handkerchief, and after that the 
handkerchief was gone. 

O, how could Philopena do it ? 

Just then the Lady Superintendent came 
along, and then up came Kitty Doolittle; 
and Kitty said, very politely, 

“ If you please, ma’am, I left my handker¬ 
chief in the class, last time. My teacher 
says it was put in the basket, and I could 
ask you for it.” 

” O yes,” said the lady, ” it is right here, 
I think. Was it a red and white one ?” 

” Yes, ma’am, red and white. I hemmed 
it myself, and my teacher said 1 could tell 
mother I had done it almost as well as she 
could.” 

“Why, where is that handkerchief?” said 
the lady. “ I saw it here a moment ago, and 
now it is gone.” 

Then she saw Maggy Brown standing close 
by. But the lady never thought of such a 
thing as Maggy Brown taking the handker¬ 
chief; but Maggy heard what she said, and 
felt as if she might think so, and her honest 
little face clouded over, and the tears came 
into her eyes and rolled over her pink cheeks 
a great many times that morning 

Philopena heard all the lady had said, and 
saw poor Maggy Brown’s tearful face* but she 
only sat still, and Kitty Doolittle, in the next 
seat, was crying over her lost handkerchief. 

Philopena heard Kitty’s teacher say that 
if there had been another handkerchief, she 
should have had it, but they were all gone, 
and she was very sorry. 

Philopena sewed so very industriously that 
morning, that her teacher told the class she 
was a pattern to them all, and they must try 
to do as she did ; and O how Philopena felt 
then 1 Her face burned and grew redder than 
the leaves on the handkerchief, but she sewed 
away faster than ever, and all the time there 
was the handkerchief hidden away under her 
little bib apron. 

Now the Lady Superintendent knew very 
well that a handkerchief could not go off 
without hands, so she asked several teachers 
if they had seen It; but nobody knew any¬ 
thing about it—that is, nobody but Philo¬ 
pena knew anything about it, and every 
time she saw the superintendent and the 
teachers speaking together, she felt as if 
they most be talking about that handker¬ 
chief. And then she sewed away faster than 
ever, so that with her hurry and her hot 
little bands, she broke her needle. She went 


to drop it down the register, and there she 
heard two ladies talking, and one said, 

“ Well, we shall And it. 1 am sure none 
of the girls would touch it.” 

Philopena went back to her sewing, and 
O how she wished nobody had touched it! 

^ When the school was out that morning, 
Kitty Doolittle, her eyes red with crying, 
was wrapping herself up in her plaid shawl, 
and Maggy Brown, her pleasant smiles all 
gone, was pulling on her blue mittens, and 
close, by was Philopena, putting on her hood, 
with her hands up high over her head. 
Something white dropped on the floor, and 
the next minute Kitty Doolittle shouted, 

“ Oh! oh! here’s my pocket handkerchief I 
I wonder how it came here ?” 

Kitty’s teacher came along, and she won¬ 
dered how it came there; and she told the 
Lady Superintendent, and she wondered, 
too. Kitty Doolittle went home happy, be¬ 
cause she had found her handkerchief, and 
she did not puzzle herself any more about 
w'here it could have been all the morning. 
Maggy Brown was glad because now nobody 
could think she had it. And Philopena— 
well, how do you suppose she felt? How 
should you have felt, if you had been in her 
place? She would have felt a great deal 
better than she did, if she had spoken out 
bravely and told the whole truth. She did 
not have courage to do that, but she was 
very thankful indeed to have the handker¬ 
chief safely back again in Kitty’s pocket. 

It was a terrible weight off Philopena’s 
mind, for that handkerchief would have been 
very heavy for her to carry home. She never 
would have taken any pleasure in the border 
of red leaves and all the tiny red flowers in 
the middle. 

The next week there were ever so many 
pocket handkerchiefs in the great work bas¬ 
ket, and the teachers gave one to each little 
girl who had not already had one. Philo¬ 
pena’s teacher said, 

“ You haven’t been here but twice, Philo- 
X}ena, we haven’t given you a handkerchief 
yet, have we ?” 

And Philopena, almost choked, said, 

“ No, ma’am,” speaking very low, indeed. 

And then her teacher banded her one with 
just such a wreath of red leaves around it, 
and the same tiny red flowers in the middle. 

Philopena almost screamed, when she saw 
it, and her poor, little face burned just as it 
did the week before. 

That was another chance for Philopena to 
speak out; but her little heart was too sore 
to do it, for all through the week she had 
been thinking and thinking of the wrong 
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thing she had done. She was sure she felt 
just as sorry as if she had spoken. 

She may live to be very old, and have 
many strange things happen to her—but so 
long as she lives, she will put aside tempta¬ 
tion and do right, just by remembering how 
wicked and sorry and terribly unhappy she 
felt about—taking the pocket handkerchief. 


THE CLOD. 

BY M. H. K. 

Within a garden once there lay 
A clod, uncouth and brown. 

Above it, through the fair, June day, 

A rose looked proudly down. 

She shook her petals, soft and red— 

Queen of the garden bom— 

And bending o’er it, proudly said, 

In tones of regal scorn; 

“ Here, in the Joyous summer hours. 

The tired bee lingering, dreams; 

Here smile a thousand radiant flowers. 

Lit up with rainbow gleams. 

“ The lily swings her pearly bells. 

The purple pansies nod. 

And here the stately tulip dwells, 

O, dull, unsightly clod. 

“ The honeysuckle’s scarlet bloom 
Trails down the trellis there. 

The milk-white yucca’s rich perfume 
Fills all the slumb’ring air. ' 

“The golden robin comes and sings, 

The plashing fountains play; 

Here humming birds, their burnished wings 
Like loitering sunbeams, stay. 

“ Here shining butterfles will rest. 

When noon’s fierce beats drop down. 

And fold upon my velvet breast 
Their pinions’ painted down. 

“And you, the clod that lowly lies. 

Would seek to dwell with these! 

Scorned of the birds and butterflies. 
Unnoticed by the bees!” 

She ceased; the humble clod looked up. 
But answered not a word, 

While through the lily’s waxen cup 
A sigh of pity stirred. 

But one by one the summer days. 

Like flitting sunbeams, fled. 

Till autumn spread its trembling haze 
O'er blossoms wan and dead. 

.\nd as the gloomy days drew nigh. 

The fickle robins flew. 

The snow dropped from the ashen sky. 

The bitter north w inds blew. 

But still the clod in patience lay 
Beneath the deep’ning drifts. 

Till through the clouds, so chill and gray, 
I’lie spring made silvery rifts. 


Then from its shielding bosom warm, 

A tender stalk was seen, 

Sheltered through all the winter’s storm. 
With leaflets smooth and green. 

It drank the April’s balmy rain. 

It drank the sweet May dew', 

The rich clod fed each thread-like vein. 
And strong and tall it grew. 

Until, beside the crimson rose. 

Who jealously looked down. 

The buds their hiding caps unclose. 

And showed her royal crown. 

The butterflies and wooing bees 
About her white face hung. 

And every bird and every breeao 
Her praise and beauty sung. 

And taller grew her perfumed crest. 
Beside the boasting rose; 

A lily, that the dull clod’s breast 
Held safe ’neath wintry snows. 

And thus, within the lowliest mind, 

Some germ of beauty lies. 

Though trampled down, that yet may find 
The light of paradise. 


HOW THE GIANT WAS CAUGHT 
AND SET TO WORK. 

BY JOHN R. CBAIONHOLM. 

More than twenty-five hundred years ago, 
an old Greek philosopher noticed that amber, 
when rubbed, had a strange power of attract¬ 
ing to itself light bodies, such as straws, 
hair, and small sticks. The philosopher 
wondered and speculated about this, and 
made mention of it in his writings; but he 
died without having found out any good 
reason for it. At intervals of several hun¬ 
dred years, two or three other of the wise men 
of ancient times spoke of this peculiar power 
of amber and other substances. They made 
mention, too, of a queer fish, that gave 
shocks to any animal that came in contact 
with it. They also noticed—just what you 
must have seen many times—that when they 
took off their clothes on a cold night they 
heard a crackling noise, and saw sparks of 
light, and that their hair, on being combed, 
crackled and sparkled, and that a cat’s back, 
when rubbed the wrong way, gave out sparks. 
For more than two thousand years, genera¬ 
tion after generation of men and women 
lived, noticed these queer things, and, like 
the old Greek, died without having found 
out any reason for them. 

But, about the year sixteen hundred, an 
Englishman, named Dr. Gilbert, set to work 
trying experiments; and he found out that 
not only amber, but many other substances 
had, when rubbed, this power of attraction. 
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Slowly and patiently he worked. When 
people want to find out a scientific truth, 
they don’t do it by a lucky guess, ar a serie-s 
of lucky guesses. Sometimes it takes a 
whole lifetime of experiment and observation 
to arrive at, and establish, one little fact in 
science. Many learned men became inter¬ 
ested In'the discoveries of Dr. Gilbert; there 
was some strange power of attraction hidden 
in these bodies which they could not account 
for or understand. They made machines to 
try experiments ; they spent their time, and 
money, and brains, in finding out the truth ; 
and they found out a great deal of truth 
about this wonderful electric influence. 

Some of the wise men, too, had their sus¬ 
picions that electricit}" was the same as 
lightning, the sparkle corresponding to the 
flash, the crackling noise to the thunder; 
hut they had no way to prove their suspicions 
to be true ; they had no way of going up to 
the clouds to examine the lightning, and 
they had no way to bring it down to earth. 

But Benjamin Franklin, our famous Amer¬ 
ican citizen, got a notion into his wise head 
tiiat, if he could get on top of a high steeple 
during a thunder storm, he could get enough 
lightning to experiment with. There w'ere 
no high steeples iu Philadelphia, w'here he 
lived, at that time; however, there was a 
very tall one iu the process of building, but 
the work went on so slowly that Dr. Franklin 
grew tired of waiting and he thought of 
another w'ay. He made a kite, the most 
famous kite that ever went sailing up from 
this round world of ours. It was a small, 
cross-shaped kite, just like any boy’s kite, 
only it was covered with thin silk instead of 
paper, for the rain would have spoiled paper; 
and it bad some sharp, metalic points stick¬ 
ing out from the corners. It was a gallant, 
little messenger ; it rode fearlessly on the 
wings of the wind, away up into the black 
sky ; it entered bravely at the portals of a 
dark and threatening cloud. 

“ Good morning, thunder and lightning,” 
called out the little messenger; “ my master 
^nt me to inquire if you are any relation to 
the snaps and sparkles he makes in his elec- 
tri<uil machine. If you are, just send a shock 
down this tow string; my master has hold 
of the other end, and he will understand 
what you mean in a minute.” 

” Mind your own business,” returned thun¬ 
der and lightning, with a terrible flash and 
vrroan “If your master wants to know 
abont my family relations he must find out 
in some other way ; that tow string w'ill 
carry no messages of mine.” 

At this tow' string began to bristle up and 


look excited, and the rain water that had been 
keeping house in the next-door cloud, and 
w'as just starting earthward, flashed out 
angrily, 

“Thunder and lightning! you arc too 
proud to own your poor relations ! Ever 
since the world was made you have been 
careering through the heavens, with yoiu* 
great flashings and groanings, pretending 
you did not have anything to do on the earth, 
except to frighten men to death, and tumble 
dow’n their houses. But I’ll tell of you; I’ll 
soon let that wise man know that you are not 
a terrible and mysterious heavenly being, but 
a very common resident of earth, just as I 
am. I’ve been aching to tell about you for 
thousands of years, but I never found any 
one on earth wise enough to understand my 
talk.” 

Thunder and lightning roared and flashed 
in great fury, when they heard this, but 
rain water slid down the tow string with 
great glee, and with a scries of jerks and 
shocks, soon informed the wise doctor all he 
wanted to know about the distinguished rela¬ 
tions of electricity. That must have been n 
sad day for the old giant, that had ranged 
the heavens and terrified the earth since the 
creation; he must have felt humbled when 
he had to come dowm the string and get into 
a bottle, and perform experiments for the 
doctor. 

Ah! but it was a great day for the world. 
The wise doctor laughed in glee, and all the 
wise men all over the world lauglied and 
rejoiced at the news, when they heard it. 

So the people lost their terror of this 
giant; and he did not dare to go zigzaging 
around through the air, knocking down 
people’s houses, for the people put sharp- 
pointed rods of iron on their houses, and tlic 
great giant did not dare to touch a liou.se 
thus protected, for the sharp sentinel wa^ 
ever on the lookout. 

“ Don’t touch my house 1 This way, my 
friend. I’ll take you safe to a good place.” 
And the first thing the old giant knew, he 
was whisked underground, tight in prison, 
where ho could do no mischief. 

But men w'cre not content to keep the old 
fellow' out of mischief; they longed to set 
him to work. The chemists found out how¬ 
to make him useful in their labratories. The 
doctors set him to healing their patients, and 
the silversmiths made him plate their wares. 
But still some wise men w ere sure tliut he 
was able to do many more useful things. 
They were certain that if they could only 
Invent the right sort of a road, and the right 
sort of a harne8.s, they could make the great 
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giant travel from place to place, carrying 
the news. 

“ Ah!” said the wise men, “ he is just the 
one to carry the news; he is so strong, so 
tireless, so swill, so secret—just the one, if 
wc can only make him do it.” 

So they worried their wise heads night and 
day for many a year; they devised plans and 
invented machines. But the old giant 
laughed their plans to scorn; he broke in 
pieces their machines, he shocked and stun- 
thc wise heads themselves. He pranced 
away from tliem and danced in the air. 

‘‘Ha! ha!” he would shout. **Do you 
think you can liarness me and set me to work ? 

I am free ; all the earth is my home and my 
hiding place. What arc yon, O man, that I 
should serve you ? You cannot sec me ; you \ 
cannot hold me ; you cannot measure me; 
you cannot direct and govern me. My 
Creator has set me bounds and laws. I obey 
Him and them.” 

Then tlie wise men made answer, with 
reverence and faith sublime, 

‘‘ Sons and heirs of (lod, your Creator, arc 
we. All the subtle fore(‘s and great powers 
of nature arc made for us, and shall minister 
unto us. Our heritage waits till wc, t hrougli 
wisdom, shall enter Into it and possess it. 
Yon shall yet .serve us, proud Force ; accord¬ 
ing to your own laws, you shall work out 
our will.” 

You rcmemlxT, in olden time, that a small 
pebble stone.*<lcw the great Ooliah, of Gath. 
So it happened, a quarter of a century ago, 
that a small thought entered into a wise 
man’s head, and dwelt there until it worked 
itself out into life and action, in the sliape 
of Morse’s American Telegraph. 

And the old giant knew, as soon as he saw^ 
this machine, that he was caught and har¬ 
nessed, and must go to work. He knew' lie 
w as mastered, so he never winced or dinehed 
the least bit; he settled himself in the traces, 
the harness fitted so well he could not keep 
from working in it, the road suited his tastes 
far better than the old, ragged, zigzag route 
he used to engineer out for himself. 

All over the round world, to-day, the track 
of the giant is gleaming in crystal and steel; 
from north to south, from east to we.st, in 
the heavens above, in the earth beneath, and 
in the waters under the earth, he ceases not 
to toil for man. Silent, omnipresent, sleep¬ 
less, and tireless, this grand ally of civiliza¬ 
tion, witli his heart of fire and his sinews of 
steel, keeps the deep pulses of humanity 
throbbing with the same beat, rejoicing for 
the same joy, mourning for the same sorrow. 

So the giant w'orks joyfully in the service 


of mankind; he w’orks according to his own 
nature, he obeys the laws that w'ere set for 
him from the creation of the world; when 
tlic mind of man conquered these laws, it 
conquered him. 

The earth is a great storehouse of occult 
forces; the strong men and w ise men of the 
future shall draw the bolts, and turn the 
rusted keys, and bring forth its hid treasure 
to enrich and exalt the whole human race 
Boys and girls, knowledge and thought are 
the keys ; grasp them surely, use them skill¬ 
fully, enter upon the heritage secured to you 
from the beginning of time 


LILACS. 


BY MRS. M. B. e. SLADE. 

Dame Margery hns a lilac bush 
That grow's by her cottage door. 

And there it has blossomed its purple flush 
Full twenty-five years or more. 

For she siiys, and a quiver goes over her lip, 
John planted it here, for me. 

Tliat morning, before he sailed in the ship 
That never came home from sea,” 

To every boy and girl that goes 
To .•school by the kind dame’s door. 

She gives a bunch of the purple blows. 

Till blossoming time is o'er. 

She loves to have, and she loves to give. 

And the good dame says, “You know 

The way to keep, you'll sec, if yon live 
Next spring, is to bestow.” 

Ma'am Allison lives across the street. 

And her lilac tree grows high ; 

But away she drives the little feet 
WTicn they come her lilacs nigh. 

“Dame Margery’s blooms will soon be gone. 
She’s foolish, seems to me ; 

I’ll not be breaking my lilacs down 
For every child,” says she. 

Spring came. Dame Marger>-’s bush was full 
Of wonderful perfect bloom ; 

In royal purple beautiful. 

And sweet with its fresh perfume. 

Ma’am Allison’s tree had of blooms not one ! 
'fhe last years seed.s were there; 

But vain she watched till the May was gone. 
For purple blossoms fair. 

Dame Margery said, “ Ah! don't you know 
If last year's blossoms stay, 

The next years buds w ill fail to grow ♦ 

'fill these are broken away? 

For this year’s lilacs cannot live 
With seeds of last year’s spring.” 

Ma’am Allison learned that she must give. 

If she would have, a thing. 


• Note to the Editob.—“ You know (do you ?> that 
If you don’t break ofl" the lilac blossom bunches. If 
you leave them to perfect the seeds, there will be no 
blossoms next year.” 
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AN 01)1) FISH. 


BY PROFESSOlt W. J. BEAL. 


This funny-lookln" fish not iinfreqiiently 
attains a length of four feet, and weighs 
seventy pounds. 

There are several kinds of them, but the 
one here figured is found along the Atlantic 
coast, from Delaware northw'ard. His body 
is quite flat, having an immense head, with a 
moutii extending nearly around to the side 
fins, enabling him to swallow fishes almost 
as large a.s his own body. His back and 
head arc of a dull olive-green color, often 
half covered with mud. On the top of his 
head arc several long spires, with flexible 
points, to some of w’hich arc attached fleshy 
slips, an inch or two long. These he has 
under ])crfect control, by means of numerous 
muscles to each spire. He keeps them 
dangling Vound over his head, and in front 
of his mouth, and in so doing, he is really 
fishing for a living. As the unwary minnows, 
or herring, or toad fish, or flounders, nibble 
at this bait, and the threads r round his jaws, 
mistaking them for wormc, they are gulped 
dou-n into the yawning mouth below. The 
vrrltcr dissected two or three at Eastport, 
Maine, a few years ago, and in the stomach 
“'of one of them, he was quite surprised to 
find the body of a half digested duck. This 
he accounted for in the following way : The 
bird might have been killed by some passing 
hunter ; or It might have died from other 
cau.scs, and was then picked up by the ever 


hungry angler. The fish is often left in the 
mud, scarcely covered with water at low 
tide. Such places are favorite i*e.sorts for 
Boater fowl, so it seems quite probable tliat 
one day a stray duck, in sifting tlie mud and 
rubbish for food, dii)pcd into the BTong pud¬ 
dle—the jaws of our venerable monk fish. 

The specimen here noticed was taken from 
just such a place, where tame ducks, as well 
as wild, were seen all about the neighbor¬ 
hood. 

His jaw^s are well armed with great num¬ 
bers of long, sharp teeth, wliicli slope or 
point backw'ards, and are attached to the 
jaws by cartilage only, upon the back or in¬ 
side edge. By this means, the teeth are 
easily pressed down, as anything crowds 
into tlie mouth ; but they rise again, and 
hold any object which attempts to escape. 
Anyone will readily understand this, b Iio 
has seen the sticks in a lobster crate, or the 
wires about a hole entering a trap for rats or 
mice. 

Although he leads such a lonely life, he is 
know’ll by as many titles as a nobleman ; by 
such euphonious names as Goose Fish, Monk 
Fish, Angler, Fishing Frog, Bellows Fish, 
Sea Devil, Lophius Americanm^ and many 
others. 

Our singular fish can, at best, make but 
slow progress with his short tail and stumiiy 
side paddles. Even with these sluggifli 
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habits, the Creator has not placed him in 
the sea to starve, but has made these wonder¬ 
ful provisions for his enjoyment and preserva¬ 
tion. With his dull colors, his fishing rods 
and line, apd always baited, his immense 
mouth and curious, long teeth, he stands a 
very good chauce to get a generous supply 
of all he needs to satisfy the demands of his 
appetite. Of course, people would not 
think of eating such disgusting-looking 
fi.shes. They are thrown out by fishermen 
on to the shore, and used for bait, or for en¬ 
riching their gardens or fields. It often 
seems a little singular that such animals, so 
large and destructive to others which are 
useful to man, exist only in small numbers. 
The monk fish, sharks, and skates, produce 
but very few eggs in a life time, (the skate 
produces but two in a season,) while a perch 
is said to contain about 28,000; a herring 
37,(XX); a salmon 20,000 ; a mackerel 546,000; 
a eod over 9,000,000. This is another of the 
many indications of marv’cllous design and 
wisdom in an all-controlling Power. 


AVHAT QUSSIE DID. 

BY JCLIA M. THAYER. 

It was a jolly good dinner; and was eaten, 
no small portion of it, with the highest relish, 
by that fortunate youth, Gustavus Adolphus 
Brown. And no wonder; he had just return¬ 
ed from a celebrated “ Institoot,’’ where 
hasty pudding and molasses were considered 
a means of grace and mental development. 
The home china and silver contrasted brightly 
with the cracked porcelain and rickety knives 
and forks of the “Institoot.” 

Table cloth and napkins were beautifully 
white. Invitingly odoriferous were turkey, 
and oysters, and et cftercut, which means a 
jumble of soup, vegetables, jellies, puddings, 
coffee, ices, and champagne. 

Mr. Brown, from Gussie’s point of obser¬ 
vation, of course, was all a fond parent should 
be; Mrs. B. was motherly and indulgent; 
Molly B. was full of sisterly admiration and 
unselfish devotion. 

Even Aunt Jane kept her spectacles in her 
dress pocket, and never once squinted over 
them her horror at seeing Gustavus Adolphus 
attempt to swallow his knife, or take down 
a whole oyster patty at one fearful gulp. 

Then, the only guest at the table, Dr. 
Soandso, from Somewhere, was very enter¬ 
taining, and told a great many funny stories. 

The conversation must have run, somehow, 
upon eating and drinking, for the Doctor 

ferred, once, to Alexander the Great, who 


died at the early age of thirty-four, from 
drunkenness and gluttony. “A striking 
warning to Young America.” And here 
Gussic thought the doctor looked at him ; 
but he never minded, and went right on eat¬ 
ing his sixth tart, or thereabouts, just as if 
nothing had happened. 

But w hen the decanters were opened, Gus¬ 
tavus was really astonished ; for the doctor, 
with great gravity and politeness, drank to 
his host in a glass of cold w ater. This caused 
some merriment at first; but was afterw^ard 
follow ed by a very earnest discussion on the 
subject of total abstinence. 

They all adjourned to the drawing room, 
and Gustavus, curled up in a “ Sleepy Hol¬ 
low,” at the farther corner of the room, wa.s 
soon deeply immersed In the ” Arabian 
Xights.'^ 

But he could not shut out all external 
sounds; consequently dipsomania^ delirium 
tremens.^ psychology and physiology mingled fa- 
miliary with enchanter’s wands, and knights, 
and castles ; and he saw, at one glance, you 
might say, the man whose breath flamed up 
when he lighted his pipe, and the wonderful, 
cloud-wrapt genii of the diamond cave. 

In fact, betw een the wonders of science on 
one hand, and wonders of fiction on the other, 
Gussic was not at all surprised to observe the 
walls of the room gradually receding, the 
celling expanding into a lofty, vaulted roof; 
to find himself, in short, the only occupant 
of a w onderful cave, adorned with beautiful 
stalactites,and gushing fountains, and lighted 
with a soft, unearthly radiance, that seemed 
to emanate from myriads of diamonds. 

“ Ah !” he thought, with a sigh of supreme 
satisfaction, “it’s true, after all, then; all 
that about genii and magicians! Now if I 
only had Aladin’s wonderful lump—but hen* 
Is something.” And stooping down he picked 
up—what? an empty champagne bottle. 
Was this, then, his talisman? At least, he 
could find no other; so, magician like, rub¬ 
bing it thrice upon the ground, lo ! a distant 
rumbling sound, mingled with shrieks and 
laughter, then a fierce crackling, as of flames, 
ending with a groan, then a vast volume of 
smoke, rolling in at the mouth of the cave, 
enveloping everything in its sombre folds. 

Gradually this cleared away sufficiently tf* 
disclose two eyes of flame, a bloated, saffroii- 
colored face, and hair that writhed like living 
serpents. 

“What will you, young master? You 
have called, and I obey,” said this strange 
being, in hollow tones. 

“ Horrid creature! who and w hence are 
you?” cried the boy, with a groat effort 
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overcoming his surprise and terror. “ Speak 
the truth—I command you.” 

” I am the Demon of Alcohol,” replied 
the spirit, in a pompous, swaggering manner. 
” A million faithful subjects own my sway ; 
mountain loads of goodly grain and fruits 
are heaped upon my altars, and sixty thou¬ 
sand human victims perish yearly there. 
More in number than all your teachers and 
preachers, are those who serve or curse man¬ 
kind through me. Famine and pestilance 
have scourged the human race, but mine is 
‘The worm that never dleth, and the fire 
that is not quenched.’ Ha ! ha ! however I 
disguise myself, ’tis all the same. Whisky, 
brandy or gin, ale, beer, cider, or luscious 
w'inc, ’tis I, Alcohol, in each and all of these, 
that, mounting to the brain, steal away 
men’s sense and judgment, and turn their 
keenest wit to maudlin foolishness. 

“The heart, that restless, little engine, 
that beats, beats, beats, night and day, mo¬ 
ment by moment, ah! I know how to clog 
its delicate wheels, and make it labor heavily, 
or eeaecy without an instant’s warning. Hark! 
the bell tolls; that’s another of my victims 
launched into eternity.” 

The boy was spell-bound, and the fiend 
went on, 

“ And to think how men deceive them¬ 
selves ! Your father takes a bottle of wine, 
with his dinner, to aid digeetion^ and docs not 
know, poor fool, (you needn’t double up 
your fists; you compelled me to speak the 
truth,) doesn’t know, I say, that the more 
he drinks the less rapidly his food digests; 
for I am there to irritate, and stupefy, and 
finally destroy the digestive powers. The 
coachman takes a glass to keep the cold out, 
and never dreams, while he feels the warmth 
and glow, that I am stealthily filching away 
his life-force, and preparing him for the icy 
embrace of death. Hark I that bell again; 
every ten minutes, all the year round, I send a 
soul into eternity.” 

“ I do not hear any bell,” said Gustavus, 
listening intently. 

“ Of course not,” replied the demon, “ why 
should you ? Neither do you see my army 
of tatterdemalions—drunkards you call them 
—blear-eyed, staggering, and insane, or Idi¬ 
otic ; nor my fine brigade of moderate 
drinkers, who are coming on to fill the bro¬ 
ken ranks of the former; nor my pretty 
company of wlnc-bibbling, cider-guzzling, 
cigar-smoking youths, who are waiting to be 
promoted; nor the wretched hangers-on of 
my army—wives and children, who cling, 
from love or necessity, to my followers.” 

“ But, in the name of all that’s true,” cried 


Gustavus, angry as a sultan, “ tell me what 
yon mean. Do you never accomplish any 
good 

“ Let me see,” di*awled the demon, with 
aflfected thoughtfulness; “ I craze the brain, 
I destroy the will, I blight the aflfections, I 
impair the vital forces of the body, (chemi¬ 
cal science has unmasked me, and I may as 
well ow’n up,) in sickness I retard recovery, 
and I hasten death rather than avert it. 
Then, I am responsible for one half the 
moral evil in the world, and the sufiTcring 
resulting from it.” 

“ But what good have you done ?” shouted 
Gustavus Adolphus, in his most commanding 
tone. 

“ O, well, now I think of it,” answered 
the demon, with a provoking grin, “I have 
preserved a few serpents and other reptiles 
from putrefaction.” 

“ Away with you, foul creature!” exclaim¬ 
ed Gustavus. “ O, that I had power to an¬ 
nihilate you!” 

“ Nay; little master, let me but touch 
your lips and all will be right between us; 
embrace me, and I shall no longer seem dis¬ 
gusting in your eyes. In fact, you will not 
be able to live without me.” 

“ Embrace you ? Never, so help me God!” 
cried Gustavus ; and, turning to fiy, his foot 
slipped on the brink of a fountain, splash, 
he went, headlong, scattering a shower of 
cold water, which sent the Demon of Alco¬ 
hol bowling from the cave. 

“ Why, Gussie, Gussie,” cried Molly, shak¬ 
ing him vigorously; “I really believe you 
have been asleep all through our interesting 
discussion; and here the doctor has got a 
pledge all ready for us: 

“ * The flowing bowl. 

That wreck* the soul. 

And proves the mind’s eclipse; 

That rains health. 

And scatters wealth. 

Shall never touch onr lips. 

The giant Alcohol, 

We’ll light until he fall.’ 

Will you sign it?” 

“ I rather think I will,” said Gussie ; and 
he did. 


TOMMY’S DAY AT SCHOOL. 


BY PRUDT. 

Tommy’s mamma was feeding her canary. 
In one hand she held a bunch of fresh, green 
chickweed, just gathered from the corner of 
the garden, and with the other hand she was 
pushing the little, tender sprigs through the 
bars of the cage. The canary sat in his ring. 
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turning his pretty, yellow head from side to 
side, and now and then picking daintily at 
tlie tiny buds and leaves. Tommy was stand* 
ing by the door, dressed in a clean suit of 
bulf linen, and he looked a good deal like a 
canary bird himself, with his bright,, round 
eyes, and his yellow curls all smooth and 
glossy. Somebody came in at the gate. It 
was Gallic* Trumbull, on her way to school. 
Gallic looked very nice, too, in Ircr pink 
gingham frock and white apron, with fluted 
nifties; and the very minute she saw Tommy 
she exclaimed, 

“O Tommy Bancroft! you do look too 
lowly in that suit. I just wish 1 could take 
you to school.” 

Tommy’s mamma looked around and smil¬ 
ed at Gallic, and Gallic at her so beseechingly, 
that when she said, “ Do, please, let me take 
him,” mamma hesitated a minute and then 
said, 

” WeU, I don’t know as I care, if you will 
be very careful about the crossings, and lead 
him all the way home.” 

Gallic promised very eagerly, and Tommy 
was too much delighted with the prospect of 
going to school to care much about the con¬ 
ditions. So his mamma got out his little, 
straw cap, with its band of green velvet, put 
a clean handkerchief and a scalloped cooky 
in his pocket, and then kissed him on both 
cheeks, for good bye. 

” Be a good boy, Tommy,” she said; “sit 
still in your seat, and don’t talk out loud.” 

” O, I know,” said Tommy ; “ we’ve played 
school lots of times, me and Billy; it’s most 
like goin’ to church, only the minister whips 
’em if they don’t say their Sunday School 
lesson.” 

”0, Mrs. Bancroft,” laughed Gallic, “isn’t 
he too funny 

Baby toddled to the door, and reached her 
fat, little hands after Tommy, and Tommy 
felt very grand, as he walked away just like 
a man, and left mamma and little Tot 
behind. 

Gallic and he got along very nicely until 
they reached the schoolhouse yard, when a 
a whole troop of girls rushed out and swarm- 
around them like so many bees. 

“ O, what pretty curls 1 O, isn’t he sweet? 
Is he going in your room, Gallic ? O, let me 
have him till recess, and I’ll give you half a 
stick of gum.” So they chattered, and ex¬ 
claimed, and kissed poor Tommy, and pulled 
him about, till he wished in his heart he was 
safe home again. 

“He’s going with me,” said Gallic, decid¬ 
edly ; “ I’m to take care of him every blessed 
minute, because I promised his mamma. 


Gome Tommy,” and Gallic led him bravely 
through the crowd toward the steps. Four 
boys were playing marbles close by the steps, 
and one of them looked up at Tommy and 
said, 

“ Hullo ! here’s a new girl come to school. 
How de do, sis?” 

“ What cunning little shoes; and what 
pretty curls she has got,” said another boy 
teazingly. 

Tommy’s heart was full of indignation, 
and, for the tirst time, he felt ashamed of his 
buttoned gaiters, and wished he could change 
his glossy curls for the stubby black hair of 
the boy who laughed at him. Gallic gave 
the boy a glance of contempt. She didn’t 
care a bit what Doc. Flynn said—a great, big 
fellow, ten years old, that read in the tirst 
reader, and couldn’t spell 
The bell rang just as they were going up, 
and Tommy was nearly crushed in the rush 
for the door; but Gallic held him up, and 
jerked him along, and, though a boy twitched 
one of his curls, he shut his lips bravely, and 
didn’t cry. In a minute more they were in 
the schoolroom, and Gallic gave Tommy a 
seat beside her, where he began at once to 
look around and feel more comfortable. 

He liked the looks of the schoolroom 
pretty well. There were bright-colored 
maps on the walls, and a long blackboard 
at one end, with some queer marks on it. 
The teacher was a very pleasant young lady, 
with a funny kind of spectacles fastened to 
a ribbon at her belt, which she perched occa¬ 
sionally upon her nose in a way that looked 
to Tommy decidedly uncomfortable. He 
could not see what made them stay on, and 
he began to get quite nervous about it, when, 
all at once, a little bell tinkled, and Gallie’s 
class was called up to read. 

“ You sit still,” she whispered to Tommy; 
and Tommy said “Yes,” right out loud, 
which made Gallic blush as red as a rose. 

When the class stood up they quite hid 
Tommy, and a boy right opposite him leaned 
across the passage way, and whispered, slyly, 
“ Settin’ with the girls I” 

The taunt was quite thrown away, for It 
never had entered into Tommy’s innocent 
little head that it was not nice to sit with 
the girls. So the boy tried another line. 
He began to make funny pictures on his slate, 
and show them to Tommy. There was a pig 
smoking a pipe, and a goose with a hat on; 
and when Tommy saw them he laughed out 
quite heartily. The boy looked very sober, 
and the teacher came and patted Tommy’s 
head, and said, 

“ Keep still, little boy.” 
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As soon as she was away, the boy took a 
handful of marbles from his pocket and 
showed them to Tommy, and Tommy ^^ot 
ri^lit up and w'alkcd over to his seat. The 
teacher put on her spectacles and looked at 
them a minute, and then went on hearing 
the class. When Cullie went back to her 
Meat she was greatly distressed, and tried her 
best to get Tommy back, but the young gen¬ 
tleman was very well contented, and the 
teacher bade her let him alone. The boy 
gave Tommy a piece of red crayon, and let 
him paint the pictures in his reader, and 
w hen his class was called he seized Tommy 
by the hand and inarched him along. Now 
Tommy couldn’t read the least bit, no more 
than his mother’s canary, but Billy always 
told him that was because he had never been 
to school, so Tommy stood up in the class, 
and took hold of the corner of Bubby Steele’s 
reader, fully expecting that now he was going 
to read. There was a picture of a boy riding 
on a pony, and Tommy looked at the pictures 
very hard while the boys read. When it 
came Bubby Steele’s turn he spoke up very 
loud, and said, 

“One tine day George got on his pony to 
ride a few miles into the country, to visit his 
Cousin Charles. His Cousin Charles lived 
in a large farm house—” 

said the teacher, and Tommy 
began to read as loud and as fast as he could, 
and this was what he said : 

“ It wasn’t his Cousin Charles, it was his 
gramma, and she has sticks to her spctacles 
to stick over her ears, and she gave me two 
rod apples and a doughnut, and the pony 
runned away’cause a turkey gobbler gobbled 
at him, and the boy wasn’t ’fraid ’tall; and 
that’s the end of It.” 

You see Tommy thought the boys were 
Just making up stories about the picture, as 
he sometimes did with his rhyme book. The 
boys all laughed, and so did the teacher, and 
she told Tommy that would do very well for 
the first time. Then they went on reading, 
and Tommy watched the teacher’s spectacles 
until, all at once, he said, suddenly, 

” I sh’d think they’d pinch your nose that 
way : try ’em on me, will you ?” 

Then they laughed again, and, after that. 
Tommy went back to the seat with Bubby 
Steele, and traded his cookey for half of a 
pair of broken scissors, and tried to chew 
rosin until his little white teeth were all 
gummed up; and insisted on going out to 
play with the boys, at recess, and came in 
with grass stains on both knees, and the rufile 
tom half off from his collar. Poor Calllc 
was as miserable as she could be, at the 


thought of taking him home in such a plight, 
and actually planned to take him to the gate 
and then run away. 

After recess he sat with another boy, who 
wanted Tommy’s little handkerchief for the 
sail to a ship which he had smuggled away 
In his desk, and Tommy sold it to him for a 
little bottle of red ink, made out of poke- 
berry juice. He put the bottle in his breast 
pocket, and, as it was only corked with 
paper, of course, the ink leaked out, and 
made him look as if he had been shot through 
the heart. 

Half an hour before school was out he shut 
up a great, elumsy jack-knife on one of his 
soft, little fingers, and frightened the teacher 
so that she dropped her spectacles, and poor 
Gallic stood by crying louder than Tommy 
did, wiiilc the unlucky finger was bound up. 
Then the teacher said Gallic had better take 
Tommy home; and a very forlorn little 
couple they were, when they presented 
themselves to Mrs. Bancroft. 

”0, my poor child!” screamed mamma; 
“ What has happened to him ?” 

At this both the children began crying 
ouder than ever. 

” 0 dear, dear I” said mamma, half dis¬ 
tracted at the red stains, and the tom 
clothes, and the bandaged hand, ”0, Tom¬ 
my, what is It? are you killed?” 

Gourse I ain’t killed,” said Tommy, “ or 
else I couldn’t scream. I cutted my finger 
w'id a boy’s knife, and that ain’t bleed on 
my jacket, only but red Ink, and I’ve got a 
w'hole bottle full.” 

By this time Tommy was in pretty good 
spirits. Gallic managed to tell her story, 
and mamma was so much relieved, she told 
her not to feel bad about It, but she guessed 
Tommy was too little to go to school. 

When Tommy was sitting at dinner, all 
sweet and clean again, his papa asked him 
how he liked school. 

Tommy looked very thoughtful os he said, 

“ I didn’t like it pretty much, ’cause my 
red ink didn’t have any stopper, and it 
makes me too tired to study.” 


THE OWL’S CONCERT. 

BY ANNIE MOORE. 

At the close of a summer day, as the owl 
and his family sat at their evening meal, 
there came a tap, tap, at their door. 

“ WTio’s there?” said the owl. 

” A letter,” said the post bird. 

“ Who is it from?” asked the owl, who was 
not much used to letters. 
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“ That you can find out by opening it,” 
said the post bird,^ as he flew away. 

‘‘So I can,” said the owi. 

‘‘ Let’s see it, let’s see it!” said the little 
owls, as they crowded around their papa. 

‘‘ Wait, wait I” said Mr. Owl; ” one would 
think you had never seen a letter before in 
your lives.” 

“ What can it be ?” said Mrs. Owl. 

“ We shall see,” said Mr. Owl, as he opened 
and read it: 

“ Dear XeUj?d>or —I am engaged to sing at 
the end of the lane, to-night, to a select 
company ; but I have taken cold, and am as 
hoarse as a bear. Can you sing for me ? At 
early fire-fly time, precisely. You shall have 
my pay, two moths and a beetle, if that will 
satisfy you. Don’t refuse. 

Yours, Whippoorwill.” 

‘‘ Dear me ! that is astonishing. The first 
time you were ever asked to sing. I’ll be 
bound,” said Mrs. Owl. 

“ How’ fast you talk, my dear I Let me 
see— vM I do it, or wonH I do it ?” said Mr. 
Owl, who was very much pleased with the 
invitation, though he didn’t wish to show it. 
“ What arc tw'o moths and a beetle to me, 
pray ? A fat mouse, now, would be worth 
having. However, I suppose I must consent 
—it is only neighborly. Here, Pinfeather, 
take that to friend Whippoorwilland he 
wrote “ Yes” on a leaf with his bill. “ And 
now for my preparations. I wish I hadn’t 
eaten such a hearty supper, for it will spoil 
my voice; but never mind. First, the toilet, 
and then a little practicing.” 

So Mr. Owl shook his wings and ruflfled up 
his feathers thoroughly, and then smoothed 
them down again, one by one, with his bill, 
as carefully as possible. 

“ How do I look, my dear ?” said he to his 
mate. ” Am I all right?” 

“ Yes, I believe so,” said she, taking a 
bird’s-eye view of him. “ Stop a moment, 
there’s one feather awryand she straight¬ 
ened it. 

Then Mr. Owl fiew up to the topmost 
bough of his tree, and sang over his evening 
song. It was rather a harsh one, but the 
best he knew. 

‘‘ Seems to me you are a little hoarse, to¬ 
night,” said Mrs. Owl. 

“ Not at all. Never was in better voice,” 
said Mr. Owl; “ and now I am ready.” 

Soon the moon rose on the bay. The light 
streamed across the water and over the cliffs, 
and silvered the old mansion on the shore. 
Two young men came out on the lawm. 

“There—this is the right point,” said 
Ernest. “ Look, Philip; isn’t it lovely ? See 


the moonlight on the water, and then the 
grand, old forest, so inky black, and the 
white cliffs on the other side. That is the 
picture I have seen from my childhood. One 
thing more, now—the whippoorwill. You 
soy you never heard one. We’ll go to the 
end of the lane ; he sings there every night." 
So they walked together down the lane. 

“ There is the big rock where he always 
stands,” said Ernest. “ Let us sit on this 
log and wait for him.” • 

Then the fire flies began to hurry to and 
fro with their lanterns. 

“It is time for me to begin,” said Mr. 
Owl. “Ahem !” and he cleared his throat. 
“ You and the children sit in that bush, my 
dear, and tell me afterward if it sounded 
w'ell.” Then he began. 

“ Tu-whit! tu-whoo! Tu-whit! tu-w'hoo!” 

“Is that the whippoorwill?” asked Philip, 
laughing. “ If it is, I have heard him before.” 

“ O no,” said Ernest, “ far from it. That 
is an owl. But listen a moment; it is time 
for the whippoorwill.” 

“ Tu - whit ! tu - whoo ! Tu - whit ! tu- 
whoo !” sang the owl. 

“ That villainous bird 1 ” said Ernest. 
“ Shoo! shoo!” and he waved his cap to 
drive him away. 

“ How strange! They hardly seem to 
like it,” said the owl; “ but I’ll try once 
more. There may be some mistake. Wliat 
do you think, my dear ?” 

But Mrs. Owl and the little ones had all 
flown home at the first alarm. 

“ It is damp here,” said Ernest. “ Listen 
once more, and then if he doesn’t come, we 
will give it up for to night.” 

“ There’s a bird on the rock,” said Philip. 

“ There he is at last,” said Ernest.” 

“ Tu-whit! tu-whoo !” sang the owl. 

“ The wretch!” said Ernest. “ I am sorry, 
but it can’t be helped. Let us go.” 

“They are going away,” said the owl. 
“ Very well. I’ll go, too. I’ve sung ray best. 
Friend Whippoorwill never did better; and 
surely I’ve sung long enough for the pay." 

So he flew away to his nest, well content 
with his evening concert. 


To form an independent character, one 
must be thrown upon his own resources. 
Tlie oak, growing in the open field, where, it 
is continually beaten upon by the tempest, 
becomes its own protector. So the man 
who is compelled to rely upon his own 
strength, ability, and energy, forms an inde¬ 
pendence of charaeter to which he could not 
otherwise have attained. Strike out for 
yourselves, boys, if yon wish to succeed. 
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THE OLDEST GAME. 

BY FRANCES E. WILLARD. 

}£y Dear Corporal: Of you and your Knap> 
sack I have often thought, when on the banks 
of the Tiber and the Nile, I have watched a 
certain odd game called “ Morra,” which 
I believe to be the oldest in existence, and 
of w’hich, possibly, you have not given an 
account to your great army. In olden times, 
it was thought a game worthy of soldiers, 
for the hosts of grim old Pharaoh played it, 
as well as Julius Caesar’s legions. 

Its name means “ flashing with the fln- 
flers,” and its fitness, a description of the 
game will show. Two men (for in these 
countries men amuse themselves as children 
do In ours) sit opposite each other with their 
right hands closed. Presently they throw 
them out before them, with some or all of 
the fingers open, and as they do so, each 
guesses how' many fingers his antagonist dis¬ 
plays. If both or neither should guess right, 
it all “goes for nothing,” and they begin 
again; but if one only names the correct 
number, he gains “a point,” of which he 
keeps account by holding up a finger of his 
left hand. Five points make a game. 

The Europeans are a gesticulating people. 
They talk not with their tongues only, but 
ftom bead to foot, and can say in a shrug 
what you and I could not express in a para¬ 
graph. At “raorra,” their head-Jerkings, 
shoulder-liftings; scowls when they lose, 
and grins when they gain ; thrusting out of 
one arm to its full length, and raising the 
other high in air; make up a pantomime 
equally amusing and curious. But “ the 
beauty of it is,” one cannot cheat In playing 
“morra.” You throw out your fingers, and 
your antagonist sees them before, from your 
mind to your muscles, can come an order 
countermanding the first. 

A French physiologist has estimated the 
length of time necessary thus to transmit a 
telegraphic dispatch along the nerve wires 
from the brain battery to the finger ends. 
He noted the interv'al by his watch ; and you 
can do this for yourself in playing “ morra.” 
It differs, doubtless, in different persons, some 
being more wide awake than others, because 
the electric battery is more active in their 
case. 

The Romans used to say of an upright 
man, taking an illustration from this game, 
“ He is so honest that you might play morra 
with him in the dark.” 

It is curious to notice the passion for this 
play among the poorer classes, especially of 


Rome. The coachmen, upon their perched- 
up boxes; the chestnut sellers at the street 
comers; even the very beggars on the church 
steps ; stake their little gains at morra, and 
seem to have acquired a skill in guessing 
that puts, the immemorial Yankee to the 
blush. The Egyptians play it more lan¬ 
guidly, as they squat like monkeys under the 
palms, beside their benign river, stretching 
out their slender, chocolate-colored fingers 
in a game that afforded them diversion, 
doubtless, when the pyramids were building 
and the Israelites toiled in slavery on the 
banks of these same sweet waters. 

Caiso, Egypt, March. 1870. 


A TRUE STORY OF A BUNNY. 

BY A. 8. P. 

Did you ever see a bunny? Well I am 
going to tell you about one ; a real, live 
bunny, not a speckled, grandpappy squirrel, 
but a sleeky gray one. I don’t like to tell 
you how my Brother Will caught it, for fear 
you might think he is cruel; but he isn’t. 
Ho is one of the kindest brothers that ever 
lived. He has a stock of the most delightful 
stories, with which he is always willing to 
entertain us, and then he is never too busy to 
take us sledding, or to have a good romp. 
But I wasn’t going to tell you about brother, 
but about bunny; they both begin with B, 
and maybe that is the reason why I made 
the mistake. 

Bunny was very playful, and always ready 
to have a frolic, but he never liked anyone 
so well as that brother I was telling you 
about. He seemed to know when he was 
coming home from school, for, every day, 
about the same time, he would go down to 
the gate, and wait till he saw Will; then he 
would start ofl* up the lane; when he got 
near enough he would spring at his foot, run 
up the leg of his pantaloons, and get into 
his pocket. 

What do you think he was so anxious to 
get into Will’s pocket for ? I will tell you : 
brother was a kind master, and never came 
home without bringing some nuts for bunny, 
and he, of course, was very anxious to find 
his treasures. 

When they got home he would sit on his 
hind legs and eat the nuts, while Will got 
his dinner. After this important business 
was despatched they would both go up stairs. 
Will to recline on the bed while he studied, 
and bunny to have a game of hide and seek. 
This is the way they played: Will would 
take a nut, and bunny would come and get 
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it; then off he would scamper to hide it 
under a fold of the bed quilt, thinking it 
Avould be quite safe there till he felt hungry 
enough to eat it. While he was running 
back to get another, Will would quietly 
i^lip the same one out from its hiding place, 
and give it back to him. Off he w'ould run 
again to conceal his prize ; in this way they 
would often play the whole afternoon. 

One day bunny had been out, and he came 
home very sick; he had been badly hurt, 
but no one could tell how. We nursed him 
very tenderly, but he got worse and worse; 
at last he died, and poor Will was nearly 
heart-broken over the death of his favorite. 
He made a wooden box for a coffin, and we 
buried the poor little fellow in the garden, 
under a cedar tree. His tomb stone was a 
wooden board, with these words printed 
ou it ; 

HERE LIES BUNNY REED, 
who died Oct. 10th, 18—. 

THE 
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THE POSTAGE on The Little Corporal is three 
rents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable quarterly 
;\t the P. O. w'here the magazine b received. 

OUR NEW VOLUME. 

We begin, this month, our eleventh vol¬ 
ume. Our readers will notice the enlarge¬ 
ment and change in shape of our magazine. 
We dislike ever to make any change in form, 
but, while for five years we have prospered 
and' been very happy in the old sha|>e, we 
hat'c often felt that smaller pages w'ould be 
much more convenient, and can but feel 
glad that the change is now’ made. 

We arc sure that our readers will like The 
Corporal’s new dress, and we begin our 
sixth year and eleventh volume with a glad 
heart and a ftrm step, being determined to 
leave no stone unturned, or act undone, that 
is needed to secure the success we so much 
desire. We this month begin a new story by 
Mrs. Miller, which will be continued through 


the volume. All our old contributors w’ill 
continue to write for us, and w’e extend a 
cordial invitation to any new writers who 
w’ould like to join our army. Altogether we 
expect a pleasant six months’ campaign. 

Let our friends now’ speak to their neigh¬ 
bors, and send us in a few’ thousand clubs of 
new names. If you can’t send a hundred, 
send at least two or three, and select from 
our premium list some prize suited to your 
taste. 

EDITOR’S DRAWER. 

In our common, every day life, we nleet with 
many things, old and new, wine and otherwise, 
facts, truths, sparkles, and speculations, that are 
worth preserving. If not saved they are w’asted. 
We know’ a little boy who often says, “ God don’t 
love us if we waste anything.” We believe the 
little fellow is right, and so have made this 
Drawer. Of course, we can find room for no 
long dissertations, but only short paragraphs; 
and, by the W’ay, if it is so wicked to be wasteful, 
what kind of an account will we render for our 
waste of words. This is becoming more and 
more a crying sin. The Chicago Tribune, in 
commending a short speech made by Queen Vic¬ 
toria, the other day, says: 

“ Perhaps she has read some of General Grant’s 
apeeches, w'bich were better, by the way, than 
some of President Grant's messages, for, of late, 
by consenting to talk more, he has fallen into 
the habit of saying less. There is not only an 
excess of gab in Parliament, in Congress, and in 
ourState Legislatures, courts, and Constitutional 
Conventions, but even our literature la becoming 
gabby. Novelists and poets furnish us with as 
large a proportion of words and ns little pith as 
the intolerable deal of sack in Falstnff’s tavern 
bill was, compared with his half-pennyworth of 
bread.” 

Let us all take the hint. Short speeches, few 
words, short stories, short sermons, much matter 
in little space. So will our words have greater 
value. The world will never again be drow’ned 
wltli water, but there is danger that it will be 
drowned with words. Stop the deluge ; stop it. 
Write, speak, but directly to the point, and not 
all around it; even if you do imagine that your 
voice is musical, for you may be mistaken. 
Others can Judge better than you. 

-The above ” reminds me of a little story,” 

which Iraeneas Prime, the veteran editor of the 
N. Y. Observer, tells about himself. When he 
w’as a young man he wrote his first article for 
publication. He carried it to an editor, who 
read it and pronounced it very good. “ But,” 
said he, “don’t you think you could condense it 
into half the space without leaving out any of 
the thoughts.” Mr. P. took the manuscript, and 
next day returned it, condensed as desired. 
“That Is better,” said the editor, “but don’t 
you think you could condense It yet more, so 
that it would only fill half the space it now 
occupies, and all without leaving out any im¬ 
portant parts.” The young writer took the arti¬ 
cle home again, and returned it next day as 
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requested, so that It was now only one quarter 
uf its original length, and yet no thought or im¬ 
portant point had been left out. In that shape 
It was published, and was copied everywhere, 
and laid the foundation of its author's world¬ 
wide reputation as a writer. If the good editor 
had been indulgent enough to accept the manu- 
.•icript as at first written, probably few would 
have read It; it would never have been heard of 
afterward, and Mr. Prime might never have been 
encouraged to achieve the fame he has to-day. 

Tlie alx)ve two items are for our older folks, 
and ail may accept them as appropriate hints, 
while many may consider them as explaining 
why their articles are not accepted. 

Here are some true stories for the little folks: 

-A very little girl, whom we personally 

know, had a habit of suddenly becoming “ tired 
and sleepy,” whenever her aunt, with whom she 
lived, desired her to do anything that was not to 
her taste. One day her aunt said, ” Come, Annie, 
I want you now to come and have your face 
washed.” “ O,” groaned Annie, “ I am so tired 
and sleepy.” And she dropped down in her 
little chair in a very limp condition, and could 
not easily be moved. ” Well,” said her aunt, 
“ no matter, then.” I intended to put on your 
pretty new dress and take you to visit your Cousin 
Alice, but you are too tired, you need not go, 
and I will go alone.” “Oh! I didn’t know that,” 
cried Annie, but I didn't say I was so dr^uUy 
tired. I only said I was tired.” Do you ever 
suddenly become tired when asked to help 
mammat 

-Johnny, who lived in New England, had 

a pet kitten that he cared for most tenderly. 
There was an old cat sometimes found prowling 
around the house, that the boy both feared and 
disliked. One day hie mother sent him on an 
errand, down in the cellar, which was not very 
light. When he first went into the cellar, he 
thought he saw his enemy, the old cat, glaring 
upon him with its glassy eyes in the darkness, 
so ho struck at it with the long stick which 
he had carried toward off any goblins that might 
be Jn the way. Then he retreated at once to the 
kitchen, and, with many swelling words, related 
to his sister how terribly and unmercifully he had 
beaten the old cat in the cellar. His sister was 
expected to believe that at least one of the cat's 
nine liyes was well nigh gone. On examining 
the cellar she found no old cat, but the favorite 
little kitten, and she not very badly hurt. When 
Johnny came in again, she said, ” Johnny, did 
yon know that it was your kitten, and not the old 
cat, that you pounded so ^badly in the cellar to¬ 
day ?” Johnny remembered hie boasts of the 
morning, bat not wishing to have it appear that 
he had been very severe on his little favorite, 
replied, ” Well now, look here, Hannah, It isn't 
no w’ays likely that I hurt that cat so terribly as 
I told about.” A regular Falstaff, wasn't he? 

-Benny and Freddie are two little boys, the 

sons of a minister in Ulinois. One day they 
were playing In the yard, when Benny picked up 
a stone and said, ” Freddie, I’m going to throw 


a stone over the sun.” ”0, you can’t, Benny,” 
said the little brother. Yes, I can,” said the 
older one. Then Freddie believed him, but, put¬ 
ting up his hands beseechingly, said, “O. don’t 
then, Benny. I w’ouldn't, you might hit Daud."' 

-Many of our readers have learned, ere this, 

that our old friend. Rev. Edward Eggleston, who 
has so often, in times past, pleased The Corpo¬ 
ral's readers so much with his Chicken Little, 
and other stories, but whose labors in The Na¬ 
tional Sunday School Teacher, and in the Sunday 
School Conventions, have hindered him from 
writing much for us of late, has been called to and 
accepted a position as one of the editors of the 
New York Independent., and has gone to live in 
Brooklyn. In many respects Mr. Eggleston is'a 
remarkable man. He is one of the freshest, 
most wide awake, active, and useful men who 
have ever taken part in the Sunday School works 
a man who has read and thought much, and re¬ 
members it all; a man of wonderftil resources, 
and happily able to use them all at a moment's 
notice, whether in speaking, writing, or doing. 
The IndependfM is fortunate in securing his 
services. He will still be connected with the 8. 
8, Teacher. Many western friends are mourning 
over the fact that Mr. E. has-gone from them, 
but Brooklyn is a part of our parish. He is as 
much ours tliere as anywhere. You have the 
Corporal's blessing, Mr. Eggleston. He expects 
an article from you occasionally. 

-Our Mrs. Miller is spending the summer 

with her family, by the side of Lake Minnetonka, 
in Minnesota, rowing, fishing, writing, and rest¬ 
ing. ” Prudy ” will keep her company there for 
the half year, until in the autumn they together 
fioat down the Mississippi River, and settle again 
fn Evanston, where, in their cosy home, they will 
for another year listen to the roaring of the waves 
of Lake Michigan. All letters for either of them 
will come first to The Little Corporal, and he 
will forward them to Minnesota. So now, write 
your prettiest to Prudy, and she will send you 
some nice tidbits (h)m her summer home. 

-John H. Vincent, the eminent Sunday 

School worker, the first editor of the 8,8. Teacher y 
now editor of the 8. 8. Joumaly of New York, a 
devoted friend of The Corporal, and of all child¬ 
ren on the green earth, is spending some of the 
summer months in the west. Mr. Vincent is 
known and honored by Christians in all the 
churches, as one of the first men in this country 
in his chosen field. He is young enough and 
vigorous enough yet for forty years of active 
work. In view of what he has done in the past 
ten, what a monument he ought to rear in those 
forty years. May he live, and work, and grow 
that long. 

-A church organ has lately been sent IVom 

New York to Yokohama, Japan, for an Episcopal 
Mission. It will be the first church organ heard 
In that part of the world. It is only a short time 
since the first piano was sent to Japan. 

-There is said to be a distingushed chief 

among the Sioux Indians named Fried Oreaeey 
He ought to be a smooth fellow. 
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THE NEW SUIT. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


And how do you like it? And don’t you 
think it is altogether natural for a boy who 
is five years old, and has just donned short 
coat and pants, to step off somewhat grandly ? 
See how happy the boy on our front leaf 
looks, and what an admiring yet wishful 
look his little brother gives him. lie seems 
to be longing for the day when he, too, will 
be five years old. The dog Fido hardly 
knows his young master, and the old turkey 
gobler ruffs up his feathers and drops his 
wings, and comes strutting toward the front 
to see what new rival this is, who has ap¬ 
peared upon his review ground. Go away, 
.old gobbler. You’re not five years old, and 
before you are Thanksgiving day will come 
around, and we know’ what will happen then. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Any books noticed or advertised in The Little 
COBPOBAL, will be sent by us, by mall, postpaid, on 
receipt of price. 

SYNCnUONOLOGY ; or. The Principal Events 
of Sacred and Profane History, from the crea¬ 
tion of man to the present time. .320 paj^eii. 
Price $2.60. Publisned by 8. Hawes, Boston. 
Mass. 

This book is designed to give a condensed his¬ 
tory of the principal events wiiich have occurred 
since the creation, carefully arrayed in chrono¬ 
logical order. It is gotten up in good style, well 
arranged and nicely printed, and is, without 
doubt, a verj' useful book for nderence. The 
colored historical chart, which is folded in the 
book, gives a bird's eye view of the whole history 
of the world, from tlie beginning of time. We 
can heartily commend the book. It is sold by 
canvassers. 

DRIVEN TO SEA; or, the Adventures of Norrie 
^aton. Bv Mils. George CuppLEs. Published 
by Horace 6. Fuller, Boston. 832 pages. Price 
$1.50. 

This is an exciting book for boys, something 
in the Oliver Optic style. 


When you send us manuscripts, be careful 
that you put on stamps enough to carry your 
package. Many packages of Mss. reach us 
with insufficient postage. If these articles 
were acceptable, w’e would not say a word ; 
but the lack of postage generally occurs on 
packages that are rejected. It is barely pos¬ 
sible that an article, the fate of which is vei’y 
nearly balanced, may by this neglect be top¬ 
pled over into the waste basket. If you 
wish your Mss. returned, in case they are 
declined, or if you wish an answer, he mre 
to enclose stamps for return postage. Our 
postage account amounts to thousands of 
dollars, and you should pay the part that 
belongs to yom__ 

OUR NEW CHROMO. 

Our new Chromo of Red Ridinghood and 
the Wolf is most beautiful. We are now 
sending a good many copies of it as premi¬ 
ums for clubs. It is sent, mounted on heavy 
chromo board, extra heavy, and nicely var¬ 
nished, for a club of ten. The selling price 
is six dollars ; it is sent to any address on re¬ 
ceipt of price. 


Freddie Reed, of Chicago, will know by 
this item that we received his nicely written 
letter; but it came too late for us to com¬ 
ply with his request. Thank you, Freddie. 
The Corporal remembers you as one of his 
oldest and best friends among the western 
boys. 

How DO You Like it ?—Will all persons 
who write to us please tell us how they like 
The Corporal in his new dress ? 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY No. 7. 

(See Page 32, this Number.) 

WiNiHE AND U18 CHICKENS.— Winnie had a famous 
old rooster, iliat came and waked him up every morn¬ 
ing. As soon as It was day, he flew up on a pole by 
the window, close by where Winnie slept, and crowed 
away with all his might; “ Hurrah boys! line morn¬ 
ing. Hurrah boys! fine morning.” (That’s what he 
seemed to say.) So Winnie would open the window, 
and hand liim a bit of something to eat. Then, by 
and by, he would go out and feed all the chickens. 
They would fly up on his head and shoulders, and 
jump up into the dish where the crumbs were. Noth¬ 
ing was afraid of Winnie, because lie had such a kind 
heart. But the old rooster was ver>' greedy, and that 
made him saucy. One day Winnie’s mother gave him 
a piece of brown bread and butter, and he sat down In 
the yard to eat it. Old rooster came up beliind him, 
very slyly, reached over his shoulder, and snatched 
aw'ay tlie bread out of his hand. Kooster ran and 
Winnie ran after him. Old rooster ought to have been 
ashamed of such a mean trick. Who gives you your 
dinner every day, old rooster? And what would yon 
do without Winnie? W. O. C. 


ANSWFS TO PUZZLE, ETC., JUKE NO. 

No. TB.—Bttritvt C«/cs.—l, Verona; 2. Saratoga; 3, 
Erie 4, Tyre and Sldon; 5, Omaha; 6, Chelsea; 7, 
Damascus. 8, Alton ; 9, Tripoli; 10, Buffalo; 11, Bre¬ 
men : 12, Oswego; 13, Parma; 14, Bangor; 15, Lisbon; 
16, London. No. W.-Ftoml Heliotrope; 

Yarrow ; Aster ; Crocus ; Ivy ; Nasturtium ; Tulip ; 
Honeysuckle. (Hyacinth.) 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY NO. 31. 

Two young roosters met in the bam yard. One of 
them said to the other, ” You’re a turkey.” The other 
said. ” You’re a goose.” So they flew at each other 
and fought untif they were l)oth bloody. 'Ibe man 
said to his son. “ John, get over the fence and part 
those foolish chickens.** So John caught one of them 
and put him in a barrel. Before night, Frankie, the 
young rogue, came around by the barrel, riding on his 
famous pony. He stopped, and thought he heard 
something in the barrel. He tried to look in through 
the bung hole, but it looked all dark inside. Then he 
thought of his little four-le^ed stool, and he ran to 
the house and brought it. Tids helped him un nicely, 
and he lifted up the cover to look in. Tlie poor 
rooster thought to himself, ” Now’s my chance; now 
or never.” So out he sprang, with three hearty cheers 
for “Llbertv.” Frankie thought he saw' a terrible 
creature, as big as a bear, coming right at him to 
eat him up. So he ran straight for his mother, who 
was not afraid of bears, and hid his face under her 
apron. I don’t think anything hurt him. W. O. 
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When the little folks open their July Corpo¬ 
ral, and turn to Prndy's Pocket to see what has 
become of their letters, they may be pleased to 
know that on this third day of May, with the 
sun shining, the birds singing, and the south 
wind blowing softly, Prudy sat by the window 
of a little cottage in Minnesota, and read, shail 
she say a bushelT of the children's letters—well, 
perhaps not quite that, but very nearly. 

Delightful letters they are, and Ib*udy read 
every word of every one, from the pretty writ¬ 
ing of some of the older ones, to dear little 
Nora’s big print. Don’t you wish you were 
Prudy, and could see them, too t for, of course, 
the Corporal cannot find room for half. Here is 
one of the printed letters, very nicely done, too: 

Harper^field, IT. T. “I am a litle Wisconsin 
boy, only six years old. I am visiting my Uncle 
John, in the Empire State, as he calls it, and he 
calls me the ‘ Badger Boy. Miss Prudy, what is 
a Badger Boy? I have no little cousins to write 
about, but 1 nave a cunning kitty. His name is 
Tim. We say, ‘ Roll over, Tim, if you are hun¬ 
gry and he rolls right over. My grandpa makes 
maple sugar. I tell you it is sweet, and if you 
will come here, I will give you a big chunk !’’ 

Cortland,, N. T. “ I cannot write, so I will 
print my letter. I am seven years old. My sis¬ 
ter Allic thinks the picture stories are so cun¬ 
ning; but I think she Is Just as cunning as can 
be, herself; and then I have a very little sister, 
who is the sweetest baby ever was.” 


Clifton, Wla. “ I wish The Corporal would 
come every week. My little sister Gertie is 
three years old. She likes to have me read 
Tommy’s Week to her; we think Tommy was a 
funny boy. I wonder if you will put this in 
The Corporal?” 


Golconda, JU. I am a little girl seven years 
old. Rriss Kringle gave me The Corporal for 
:i Christmas gift, and I like the Picture Stories 
best of all.” 

Very neatly printed, Mamie. 

A little boy In Owedonna, Minn., sends a long 
list of Bible questions that he found in Ills 8nn- 


day-school paper, and gives the answers himself. 
An excellent plan, only send the answers to the 
paper that gave the questions. 

Our southern fHends are responding finely to 
our request for letters of information. Here is 
a correspondent from Matanzas River, Florida, 
who announces himself as a “ Baby Aligator,” 
and sends a letter to his friend Robin! 

“ Good morning, Robin. Quat! quat! quat! 
My name is Baby Aligator, and I overhead 
pretty Dick mocking me, this morning, and 
Doasting that he had a letter from a cherry eater, 
so I thought I would write to you, too. It is 
rainy to-day, and 1 had a jolly time digging in 
the mud after fiddlers. Did you ever see one? 
They are about as big as grasshoppers. They 
dig little holes in the beach; then, when the 
tide is low, they come out, stand on their hind 
legs, and fiddle with their front ones. 8o folks 
call them fiddlers. They are first rate to swallow 
whole, as you cat cherries. Say, Robin, my 
oldest brother. Chopsticks, was stolen aw’ay from 
us, yesterday. He was four inches long, with a 
splendid head, and a mouth that could chop like 
anything. A boy named Bertie Reynolds caught 
him, and he has made a pen for him, with a little 
pond in the middle for nim to swim in. They 
feed him raw meat; but 1 am sorry for him, be¬ 
cause he can't get any more bugs and fiddlers— 
they are so nice. Chopsticks is a plucky fellow', 
though, and 1 think he w’ill get away; for, the 
other night, he dug a hole away under the 
barn, and came through the other side ; but the 
boy caught him again. Yok! yok! yok! I am 
all out of breath tmllngyou about him. We be- 
long to a family that grow to be twelve feet long, 
and eat small boys, when we can get them. My 
mother had a piece of camel, the other day, that 
was crossing the river. We don't have to eat 
three meals a day; we think we are very lucky 
If we can get one a month. I don’t remember 
whether I ever had any boys to eat, but I ate six 
minnies for breakfast, as fiddlers are very scarce 
since the war.” 

Much obliged, Mr. Aligator. The Robin de¬ 
sires Prudy to say that he will answer the letter 
as soon as he has attended to his cherry crop, and 
got his large family fairly oflT from his hands. 

Dorchester, lU. “ Since Prudv has so bounti¬ 
fully opened her Pocket, I concluded to send a 
line to say that I have taken The Corporal ever 
since it began, and mean to stick to it until it 
stops.” 

From Ooromiah, Persia, come kind words of 
commendation, and six dollars fix>m Bennie, 
Robbie, and Baby Bessie,” children of L. W. 
Labarree, to send the ” Little Torpal ” to some 
poor children who haven’t any. 

From lijxton, HI., a little friend writes his 
first letter to Prudy, to say he likes The Corpo¬ 
ral, and hopes he may live forever. Write 
again, Irvie. 

In Iowa, little Nettie is making tatting at five 
cents a yard, to earn missionary money. 

Chenoa, III. Hattie wants The Corporal lo 
put in some fairy stories. The Corporal does 
not think much of fairy stories, but if anyone 
will send him some as charming as Mopsa, he 
will be very glad to print them. 

Ihtzel DtU. HI. “ My brother in Iiidiaiin. w ho 
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i8 a great big man, has sent me The Corporal 
for two years. I like it all, but I like Tommy's 
Week and Prndy’s Pocket bust.” 

Here is another of those nice, big brothers, 
who remember the little ones : 

- Penn. “We have no baby here, but I 

have a big brother, twenty-one years old, and he 
is a great deal nicer than a baby, because he can 
take me out riding and Ashing.^' 

Osealoosn, Jo tea. “ I have taken The Corpo¬ 
ral three years, and raised two clubs, and was 
delighted with the premiums. I have a sweet, 
little baby sister; she has no name, hut I call 
her Pearl." 

Thank you for the leaves, Ada. Do you know 
that Margaret means " a pearD" 

Darien. H'w. “ My little brother w’ants me to 
tell you that he thinks Tommy's Week is splen¬ 
did.’and wants to know’ iX there will be any more 
w eeks, after this oney" 

Prrhaps so—about next Christmas. 

Our little friend Julia, at South Boston, is in¬ 
formed that a steel pen should be wiped, or it 
will corrode; a gold pen should not be, as the 
ink Ciinnot injure it, and there is always danger 
of spoiling your pen by breaking off the tips. 
A gold pen has its points tipped with a very hard 
metal called iridium; if those tiny points are 
removed, it is spoiled. Some people keep a bit 
of wet sponge by the inkstand, and wipe the 
pen on that. 

At BcUHe Creek. Mich.. Birdie “ is taking The 
Corporal for the fourth year, aud has all her 
back numbers bound, and wishes to tell all the 
readers of the paper w hat a nice book it makes." 
In its new’ form, The Corporal will be even 
better for binding 

Birmingham. Mich. “ I mean to get up a club 
for The Corporal, but it is too muddy now to 
go out. I am sorry Tommy is sick, and hope he 
will get w'ell. I wonder if Prudy will put this 
letter in her ‘ Pockety' " 


JietlsviUe. Ind. “Well, rVudy, brother Char¬ 
ley and I have the w'hooping cough. I can tell 
you it isn't very nice, and we have to take squills. 
which is worse than the cough. Did you ever 
have the whooping conghV 1 want to tell you 
about our pet Guinea. We keep a red string 
around hie neck to tell him from the rest. When 
he is hungry, he comes up to the step, and will 
not go away until w’c feed him. When we play, 
he follows us all around, chattering In his queer 
language. I wish some of the readers of Prudy's 
Pocket would tell about their pets." 

Yes, Prudy had the whooping cough, but did 
not take “ squills." 

Here Is another pet—a cat thirteen years old. 
That is so polite that when he is let Into the room 
he always mews, to thank hie friends foropening 
the door. 

At least a dozen letters complain of Benny for 
leaving the letter J out of his alphabet; but the 
Corporal has already explained that matter. 

A little girl In Pompey. N. Y.. sends an Invi¬ 
tation to Prudy to come and see her; and simi¬ 


lar invitations are received from Montana and 
Vermont. Prudy would like to accept them all; 
maybe, when flying machines are invented, she 
will do so. 

. From Mulberry Orove. Kan., we have an ac¬ 
count of the profusion of wild flowers to be 
found there—many flowers growing wild that 
are cultivated in eastern gardens. We have only 
room to mention the “Sensitive Rose." “If 
you hold your hand over it a moment, it will 
wither, and look as if it w'ere going to die; but 
if you leave it, it will soon be as fresh as ever." 

VitUon. Iowa. “ My little brother Willy, five 
years old, learned two pieces from The Festi¬ 
val. to speak the last day of school. They were 
•The Boy on Time,' and little ‘John Peters.' 
You would have laughed to see the face he 
made up." 

Dora sends a very pleasant letter from Alma 
Center, telling Prudy, confldentially, how she 
thinks Mrs. Miller looks. Her picture is quite 
charming, and Prudy Is sure Mrs. Miller w'ould 
feel complimented. 

Hattie and Addle, at Saratoga Springs, re¬ 
ceived their paper as a consolation for a great 
disappointment in losing a visit to grandpa's. 
Prudy read your verses, Hattie, but cannot And 
room for anything more. 

East Rockport. 0. “ Please ask the author (d 
‘John Burton's Pleasure Trip’ to tell us mon; 
about it, and w’hat they did wmen they got home. 
Has Prudy any subjects for composition? 

When Prudy writes “ compositions," she take»! 
some subject she knows all about and feels inter¬ 
ested in, such as little boys, for example. 

Butler Center. Iowa. “ Do ask Mr. Sewell if 
he cannot print The Corporal so it will come 
every w eek. I can't w ait such a long time for it." 


Ottawa. III. “ I have a little Indian pony. His 
name is Romeo. I like to write letters, and if 
you want me to, 1 will write again." 

Shanghai. China. “Dear Litfle Corporal, 
w’ho ever ordered you to halt? Ah! I'see—your 
knapsack needs replenishing.' Very well; take 
the enclosed dollar, supply all dcflciencies, and 
‘March!' Take your way straight across the 
prairies, aw ay across the Pacific, to the land of 
the ‘ Celestial,’ where in a dear sweet home you 
are sure of a warm welcome." 


Columbus. Ind. “ My ran made me a present 
of The Corporal this year, but says I must earn 
it myself, next year; and I am going to work in 
a brfckyaird for grandpa, and earn lots of money." 

Somerset. Iowa. My Dear Prudy: I am 
eight years old, and my brother is ten. We 
eamed’the money for our Corporal by sellinL’ 
hazelnuts at five cents a pint. I am the only 
baby there is at our house. My pa died In the 
army, and w’e live with grandma. She likes The 
Corporal, too, and says the month seems Ion" 
when we are waiting for it to come." 


Batavia. N. Y. “ I’ll tell you how learned my 
money for the magazine. 1 crocheted a beautiful 
thread tidy, took it to the fair, and got a pre¬ 
mium of two dollars for it." 
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THE PATRIOT’S SONG. 


Words by Exily Huntington Miller. Music by Jajies R. Murray. 





ahorp, One glorious sung thy children sing, '^'Goodwill to all our fel ~ low m<n. And Imj-al 
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truth to God our King.” ”Good will to all our fel - Imo men^ And loy-al truth to God our King." 
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Dear native land, beneath thy flag, 

With lieart and hand we pledge thee here; 
Our hands to shield when foes assail. 

Our hearts to hold thine honor dear. 

From north to sonth, from east to west, 

Wo Join the song thy children sing— 

“ Good will to all our fellow men. 

And loyal tr^Uh to God our King/' 


And never shall the chorus cense, 
Though cold the lips that chant to-day 
A gallant army, brave and young. 

The children learn the glorious lay. 
From sea to sea, from shore to shore. 

In joyous tones their voices ring— 

“ Good toUl to dU our fMow nun. 

And loyal truth to God our King!" 


ASPIRATIONS. 

BY EDOAR FAWCETT. 


Look at the moon, kke a great, red plnm, 
Just where the sky commences. 

O dear, how jolly to jump on its top. 

And sail over honses and fences? 

Higher, and higher, and higher to sail, 
banger delightftilly scorning, 

Sure It would bring me at last, good moon, 
i^afe back to earth in the morning. 


Fancy how nice to be near some star. 
And find out what it was made of; 
Except for the danger of tumbling off. 
How little to feel afraid of. 

Higher and higher float on, red moon. 
Up in the dim sky far go! 

Yours were a merrier trip, to-night. 
With merry me for a cargo. 
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ALPHABET SENTENCES. 

We have printed a number of versiee and aon- 
tenccH containing: all the letters of the alphabet. 
In addition we have received the following: 
From Willie White—“ O, just go from me, why 
quiz and vex a poor black man?’^ 

From Omer Hiidson—“ John P. Bradv gave me 
a black walnut box of quite email size. ’ 

From Camden, N. J.— 

“ Never drink of the dazzling cup. 

Never wine or liquor sup; 

If you expect friends to be among, 

Then go and join the temperance"throng.” 
Wlio can send others? LeCs have them, and 
make the list us long and curious as we can. 

No. 1.—CHARADE. 

Mv first and second mean laughter; she bore It, 
Who laugh'd in herheart when three angels came. 
My third and fourth are a garment; they wore it. 
Who proudly wore with it the free Roman name. 
Mv whole is*a gay and a beautiful city. 

Where soft, gii.-^hing waters, with musical call. 
Bid aged and youthful, the sad and the witty. 
Come, drink, and be merry and well, one and 
all: J/. B. C. S. 


No. 2.—CHARADE. 

My first is water where ships may ride. 

Or land where coaches may speed ; 

My second, of each fair face is the pride. 

And my third the farmers need. 

My second and third, on every way, 

Is washed bv the rippling sea. 

My whole Is the smallest daughter, thev say. 
Of a numerous family. M. B. C. S. 


No. 3.—ENIGMA. 

8E>T:N rRENCU CITIES IN A FRENCH PROVERB. 

It is composed of thirty-four letters— 

1, 10, 10, 24. ;W, is the gayest city in the world. 

20, 11, 31, 13, 23, 8, 19, 34, is a southern cathedral 
city. 

17, 18, 4, 32, 3, 9, 13, 13, 6, 20, is a large southern 
seaport. 

16, 29, 2, 14, 25, 33, is a city just north from Paris. 
5, 20. 8, 3, 15, was the ancient capital of Nor¬ 
mandy, 

21, 2<i. 7. 12. 21, 16, 26, 9, 15, is northeast of Paris. 
27,2, 28, 22, 1, 0, is a fine northern seaport. 

My whole is a proverb, the French people say, 
If'you in one place but too little while stay, 
ii/. B. V. a. 


No. 4.—PUZZLE. 

First take half a dozen, 

Then a hundred add. 

Then set up a cross. 

It there's one to be had ; 

Tlieii nothing at all 
Add in lust the same. 

With the initial of the title 
Which the answer will claim; 

Then to make it all right. 

The beginning and end 
Of one ol the States 
Of thi.s Union append. 

If you make no mistake. 

The answer will be 
One who rules a great nation 
On laud and on sea. Abbe. 


No. 5.—METAMORPHOSED DEITIES. 

Ccser, rater, stave, nap, 

A u roar, ru cry me, la slap, 

Anul, U a nurs, I sir? sop ! 

O nuj ! be he? O po man I lol a lop! 

Nurats, use cano, a a din, see churl! 

O larf. Rose, at deities, all in a whirl. J O.S 


No. 6.—SCRIPTURE ENIGMA. 

Composed of seventeen letters. 

At 1, 10, 16, 4, 6, 5, pillows became a pillar. 

At 9, 14, 13, 16, 7, bitter w'as sweetened. 

11. 2, 3, 8, 13, means a stone. 

Sons of 12, 8, 3, 17, sold a patriarch his burial 
place. ' 

My whole was little among the thousands ol 
Judah. if. B C\ B 


A CONUNDRUM. 

Why are croquet players like Fenians ? 
Because they art^ “wearlngof (f) the green.' 


No. 7.—A PICTURE STORY.— Winnie and his Chickens. 



The Reading given on page 27, (i-.ditorial paee, this number). W. 0 C. 
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ORIENTAL GAMES AND PASTIMES. 


BT MRS. FANNIE R. FEUDOB. 


No. 1. — The Dance. 


N noticing the amusements of 
( astern nations, dancing claims 
‘ he first place, not only for the 
frequency of its practice, but 
iil^o in virtue of being the uni¬ 
versal favorite among tlie ^Ue. 
Orientals, however, gratify their 
taste for the dance, not by cn- 
gftLTlng in it tliemselves, but in 
the genuine tropical fashion of 
having it done for tliem by their 
slaves. Among ttic indolent and voluptuous 
nations of the East, no personage of rank or 
wealth is ever guilty of the gross absurdity, 
as they would esteem it, of dancing for 
h!m‘^elf. 



Elach nobleman keeps his band of dancers, 
male and female ; and when he feels inclined 
to be thus amused, they are summoned to 
his presence, and while he reclines at case, 
upon luxurious cusliions of velvet, sip])ing 
cool sherbet from cups of gold, and Ihnned 
by beauteous maidens, who crouch with 
their long-handled fans at his feet, present¬ 
ing occasionally a fragrant fiower or still 
more fragrant cigar, the dancers exhibit 
their grace and dexterity for the entertain¬ 
ment of their liege lord. More philosophi¬ 
cal, certainly, at least within the tropics, 
with the thermometer standing at 102° in 
the shade, than for one, who w'as not obliged 
to do so, to go through the countless evolu¬ 
tions of la douse orierddU. 

During my stay at the Siamese capital, 
there chanced to be a ball given in honor of 
the Queen’s birthday, by a party of British 
merchants ; and several prominent Siamese 
nobles were invited to be present on tlie fes¬ 
tive occasion. These several times compli¬ 


mented .the host on his brilliant entertain¬ 
ment, and, until the dancing began, seemed 
highly delighted with the amusements of 
the evening. They knew the merchant, at 
whose house they were assembled, to be very 
wealthy, convivial, and fond of display ; and 
supposing that all the appointments of his 
house were suited to the manage of a man of 
rank, they were momentarily expecting to 
be greeted by the entree of a band of singing 
and dancing girls. Imagine then their sur¬ 
prise, when an old sailor, who had been sum¬ 
moned from ids ship for the purpose, struck 
up on his Scotch bagpipes, and the various 
members of that distinguished company w'ent 
whirling and whizzing past their Siamese 
guests, as waltz and iiolka, Scotch reel and 
jig followed each other In quick succession! 
This was too much for our aristocratic no¬ 
bles, with their fastidiously-nicc ideas of 
retenne and exclusiveness, and their cordial 
contempt for anyone who would do for him¬ 
self what might as readily be done for him 
by his servonts. Dumb with astonishment, 
they looked on for a few moments, and then 
rushed en niasae from the house, followed by 
their alarmed attendants, vvho, supposing 
that their lords had received some personal 
affront, muttered between their clenched 
teeth oaths of vengeance, and continued, 
till they reached the river’s bank, to cast 
back looks of defiance toward the “presum¬ 
ing foreigners.” This they afterward con¬ 
fessed, when the joke came to be explained. 

The party having reached the wharf, the 
amazed nobles entered their lx>at8, and 
ordered their oarsmen to “pull furiously for 
the mission house,” which is situate some 
two miles lower down the river. 


Entered^ according to Act of Congress, in the year 1870, hy Sewell Miller, in the Clerk's Office 
qf the DUtrict Court qf the United States, for the Northern District qf JUinois. 
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It was by this time verging toward mid¬ 
night, but .some of the missionaries were 
still busy in their libraries, preferring for 
intellectual labor the quiet repose of the 
midnight hour to the intense heat and mani¬ 
fold interruptions of the day. The excited 
nobles entered a front room, knocking furi¬ 
ously, and calling aloud the names of several 
of the missionaries at once ; and then, with¬ 
out waiting for a response, they hurried on 
to au inner apartment, exclaiming at the top 
of their voices, “ Help ! help for your coun¬ 
trymen ! the foreigners at the British factory 
are all gone crazy ! they are actually dancing 
for theniHclvcs!''' Indubitable evidence of 
insanitj" in the eyes of an East Indian. 

In the oriental dance, the two sexes arc 
never associated, nor do they even appear 
in the presence of each other. The males 
perform not regular dances, but various feats 
of agility, consisting of boxing, wrestling, 
climbing, fencing, and leaping. Most of 
these feats are so remarkable, and so purely 
oriental in character, that they must be seen 
to be fully appreciated ; and to one who has 
been an eyewitness of these strange pastimes, 
any description will appear tame, but to those 
debarred the pleasure of seeing for them¬ 
selves, the portraiture of the tourist will 
not be devoid of Interest. 

In one of these games, a smooth, slender 
pole is planted perpendicularly in the ground, 
from which pole, at the hight of full forty 
feet from its base, is suspended a purse con¬ 
taining gold or silver coin, more or less valu¬ 
able, according to the wealth or liberality of 
the master of the establishment. About 
twelve paces from this pole arc two others, 
to which is attached a swinging stage, suffi¬ 
ciently long to afford standing room to four 
performers at a time. This stage is about 
five feet nearer the ground thurt the hook on 
which hangs the purse of money; and by 
means of a rope pulled by some one below, 
it is kept constantly swinging to and fro, 
thus allowing the actor who is nearest the 
purse to make one trial at catching the 
inontfy with his mouth, as the stage nears 
the desired point. If he succeeds, the bonus 
is his, and he may drop down leisurely, as 
he ascended, by means of a rope, or rope 
ladder. Then another purse of equal value 
is placed on the hook, and the next actor 
takes his turn, and so on till all who wish 
have made a trial of their skill. But If any 
one fails on the first trial, he must let go the 
swing stage just at the moment of liis failure, 
and as it recedes from him, he must grasp the 
pole to which the purse is attached and slide 
down it to the ground. Should there be the 


loss of only a few seconds of time, he would 
be too late, and must inevitably be dashed 
to pieces on the pavement below. But so 
perfectly are these actors trained, and so 
extremely prompt and dexterous in their 
movements, that an accident very rarely 
occurs. In the scores of times I saw this 
feat attempted, there was not a single failure, 
nor could I learn of but one accident from 
this cause during a term of twenty years. 

Another feat is performed by erecting two 
poles, forty feet in hight, at a distance of 
almut five feet from each other. On the top 
of each is a small,’ circular platform about 
two feet in diameter. When the perform¬ 
ance begins, one platform is occupied by a 
man standing on his head, and tlic other by 
one standing on his feet. At a given signal, 
each of the performers reverses his position, 
and changes places with his companion, 
simultaneously, so that the one standing on 
his feet on the eastern platform, comes over 
on his head to the western, at the same 
instant that his ctuupanion goes over to the 
ea.stem platform on his feet. This is repeat¬ 
ed ten, fifteen, or twenty times, as long as 
the actors feel capable of continuing it with 
safety ; and the cheers accorded arc always 
in proportion to the length of time the exer¬ 
cise is continued. Of course the slightest 
indecision or irregularity on the part of 
either of the performers, would be the inevi¬ 
table destruction of l)oth ; but as in the case 
before mentioned, an accident very rarely 
occurs. 

Still another feat, requiring, perhaps, less 
agility, though more presence of mind and 
strength of muscle, is as follows: Four 
lances or spears are placed, points upward, 
at the four comers of a bench or table six¬ 
teen inches wide, and about four feet long. 
In the middle of this table are four shorter 
spears, or sometimes swords, immediately 
over which, with the points touching his 
bare back, reposes (?) a man supporting the 
weight of two, sometimes four others, who 
walk to and fro, jump, and even dance upon 
the body of their prostrate fellow. He main¬ 
tains his position by means of his feet and 
hands, both bent backward, and resting the 
former on the heels, the latter on the palms, 
against this long, narrow table ; and so per¬ 
fectly is the center of gravity maintained, 
that not the slightest injury results from the 
sharp spears, whose points arc resting directly 
against his back. When swords are used, 
they are placed horizontally, with the edges 
toward the body of the actor. 

When called on, any of these dancers will 
90ubrcmut, light, and jump about in every 
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attitude that can be imagined, many of their 
evolutions being ludicrous in the extreme to 
our western eyes. 

8<iraetimes, while fighting, they lie pros¬ 
trate on the floor, turning somersets one over 
the other, occasionally pinning each other to 
the floor till one or the other is nearly suflTo- 
c-ated^ Again, an actor will enter the arena 
armed simply with a long stick, with which 
he gallantly defends himself against a dozen 
assailants, mvw jumping over tlieir heads, 
tlien passing between their knees, ahd again 
putting his feet on their shoulders and throw¬ 
ing a somerset backward. 

Occasionally they have an iron frame with 
tow dipped in alcohol or spirits of turpentine 
wound around it and ignited, and a company 
of ten or fifteen will cast somersets over it. 
The tumbling is performed remarkably well, 
some walking on their hands, others on their 
elbows, and all, with surprising agility, seem 
able to put their limbs in whatever position 
they desire ; reminding one more strikingly 
of the free, bounding movements of the wild 
monkey and squirrel, roaming at will and 
springing all unchecked from bough to bough 
in their native woods, than of anything 
human. 

Another feat is performed by means of two 
enormous lanterns of oiled silk, one in the 
form of an alligator, and the other in that of 
a huge, horned serpent, both brilliantly 
lighted, and each moved about by a man 
concealed within. These glide noiselessly in 
intricate windings about the platform for a 
few moments, and then rush furiously upon 
each other, spouting Are rockets and hissing 
forth flames and smoke from their expanded 
nostrils and fiery jaws, while wild, unearthly 
groans seem to issue from some subterranean 
vault, and are answered by hideous yells of 
rage, as if from Tartarus Itself. At length 
one of the combatants triumphs, and leaps 
furiously from the stage, driving with hor¬ 
rid imprecations his vanquished foe before 
him. 

Sometimes two youthftil warriors, well 
armed and mounted, appear upon the stage, 
and at a given signal, rush with drawm swords 
to a trial of their skill in single combat. They 
are generally very evenly matched, and some¬ 
times an hour will elapse before any advan¬ 
tage seems to be gained on either side, and 
at last an accident may decide the victory— 
a false step of the horse, or the breaking of 
a weapon. 

All these and many other similar feats of 
agility are regularly performed by the bands 
of trained danteum belonging to the estab¬ 
lishment of wealthy nobles, though never 


engaged in elsewhere. They are regarded 
as a neecssiiry part of the mhiage of a noble¬ 
man, but as altogether unsuitable to be 
indulged in by the poor, or laboring class. 

The dancers, although the slaves of their 
masters, are never pressed into this service 
contrary to their own wish. On the con¬ 
trary, it is regarded as a po.st of honor, and 
they consider it a privilege to enter the lists, 
thus not only escaping all hard labor, but 
often receiving valuable presents, as tokens 
of their master’s approbation, when they 
have exhibited unusual grace or dexterity. 
They are thus incited to new and untiring 
etforts to excel in their vocation, and learn 
ultimately to delight in the dangerous sports. 

The province of the dansewte is altogether 
different, not so exciting, and attended with 
far less danger and fatigue. These girls arc 
usually selected from the lower class, for 
their beauty, pliancy of form, and sprightly 
movements, and arc trained from early child¬ 
hood to their vocation. They make their 
ddbtU in the regular duties of their profes¬ 
sion when alK)ut eight, and seldom continue 
its practice later than twenty-five. When 
summoned to the great man’s presence, they 
are dressed in the most gorgeous style of 
oriental magniflcencc, decorated with glit¬ 
tering jewels, and crowuied with flowers, 
though these adornments can ^scarcely add 
to the surpassing charms w'lth w'hich nature 
has so nobly endowed them. Their glorious 
eastern eyes, the rich olive of their com¬ 
plexions, their glossy, raven hair, and fonns 
of graceful pliancy, need not the foreign aid 
of ornament, but arc, “ when unadorned, 
adorned the most.” On making their entr^r^ 
they prostrate themselves at the great man’s 
feet in three courteous salaams, and then 
slowly rising, with gracefiil evolutions they 
thread the mazy w indings of the voluptuous, 
orientaj dance, and throw' their pliant forms 
into every graceful attitude that can l)e de¬ 
vised, charming every beholder, and elicit¬ 
ing, by the elaborate display of their sur¬ 
passing charms, the admiration of even the 
most accustomed eye. The dance completed, 
they again prostrate themselves, and then 
glide, like the beauteous phantoms of a sum¬ 
mer’s dream, from the august presence. 

No. 2. — Music. —The Drama. 

Next to dancing, music is the recreation 
most practiced and most delighted in by the 
higher classes. And like dancing, the per¬ 
formance is conducted not by, but for those 
who desire the entertainment, and always 
by each sex separately—the male practition¬ 
ers confining themselves mainly to Instru- 
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mental music, and tljc females to vocal. 
This, too, is to a great extent monopolized 
by the rich and nobly born, and seldom ven¬ 
tured on by the working classes, wdth the 
exception of the boatmen, who nearly always 
keep time to their oars by a song and tune 
peculiarly their own. 

A full band of instrumental music consists 
of some ten or twelve instruments, of which 
the hautboy is always the leader. T|ie tones 
produced by it somewhat resemble the bag¬ 
pipes, but are softer, and much more melo¬ 
dious. Then there is the rdhrdt, constructed 
somewhat on the piano principle, and capa¬ 
ble, in the bands of a skillful performer, of 
producing equal sweetness and harmony. 
Then the laos organ, composed of ten per¬ 
forated reeds, held together in a double row 
by a hollow wooden band, at one end of which 
is a mouthpiece, into which the performer 
blows, producing often the softest and sweet¬ 
est strains that ever enchanted mortal ears, 
now the deep-toned bass of a powerful organ, 
and again the breathing melodies of the finest 
harp. The tokay is a stringed instrument, 
answering somewhat to our banjo. The 
kong-noug is composed of a scries of cym¬ 
bals of different sizes, which are struck with 
two light batons. The tambour, shaped 
like an hour glass, and struck with the fin¬ 
gers only, emits nearly the sound of the 
kettle drum. Triangles of various power 
and dimensions, fiddles, drums, gongs, and 
an instrument resembling our flageolet, com¬ 
plete the list. Such are the bands belonging 
to the establishment of almost every wealthy 
East Indian, the style and prominence of the 
different instruments and the skill of the 
performers varying, of course, in different 
nations and families. 

Sometimes the music, as of the Chinese, 
for example, is deafening in noise and execra¬ 
ble in quality ; but generally it is in correct 
time, varied and agreeable in sound, and 
soul stirring in effect. 

The other division of the musical depart¬ 
ment is eomposed entirely of females— 
sprightly young girls, from ten to twenty 
years of age, generally good looking, and 
always enthusiastic in their art. In this 
they are instructed and exercised from early 
childhood, until it becomes the very life of 
their existence, and they could almost as 
soon live without breathing as without sing¬ 
ing. When summoned to the entertainment 
of their lord or his guests, they enter hand 
in hand, gracefully bow thcm.sclves before 
the chair of state, and then taking the 
places assigned them by the master of cere¬ 
monies, they warble forth such strains of 


enchanting music as never siren or mermaid 
put forth to lure the sailor boy to destruc¬ 
tion. Sometimes you are electrified by the 
rich, clear notes of a soprano solo, loud and 
spirited ; these are succeeded by the softest, 
tbndercst strains of some amorous song or 
plaintive love ditty; and then the whole 
choir burst forth in one joyous, deafening 
peal of song, or triumphal chorus, and van¬ 
ish, amid overw helming applause, like fairy 
nymphs from their midnight carousals. 

Next to music comes the drama, long 
known and alw’ays popular among oriental 
nations, but in none of them reaching, by 
any means, the highest degree of excellence. 
Both tragedy and comedy are known, and 
have each their specific admirers, the higher 
class preferring tragedy, and the common 
people giving the preference to comedy. 
Some of their tragedies possess very con¬ 
siderable merit; but their comedies are exe¬ 
crable, made up of coarse jokes, love adven¬ 
tures In prose and song, and other equally 
entertaining nonsense. Every man of for¬ 
tune has his private theater, of w'hich the 
performers are entirely under his control; 
and besides these, there are, in every loi*ge 
city in the East, public theaters, designed 
for the working classes, and patronized ex¬ 
clusively by them. The scenes and adorn¬ 
ments of all the theaters are very inferior, 
but the costumes of the actors exhibit the 
most costly style of oriental magnificence, 
blazing w ith diamonds and other jewels. In 
the private theaters of the nobles, no im¬ 
morality is allow'cd; but In those of the 
other class, the broadest license is given, and 
the plays arc of the most debasing character. 

(Concluded In next number.) 


Tbe Bright Side. —Always look on the 
bright side Have your face clean, and keep 
it turned right side out. Suppose your uncle 
gives you a bright, new penny, and you lose 
it in the grass, don’t cry and make a great 
fuss about it. Perhaps somebody will give 
you another before the w^eek is out. Or, if 
they don’t, you can go to work yourself and 
and earn one. If you buy a new jack-knife, 
and break the blade out the first day, don't 
begin to make up a bad face, and rub your 
eyes. Perhaps, if it hadn’t broke, you 
might have cut your finger off w ith it. Or, 
maybe you can do an errand for the black¬ 
smith, and let him put in a new' blade. If 
he does, tell him to make it tlilck enough 
so it won’t break. Anyhow', alw ays look on 
the bright side ; keep up good courage, and 
mind your mother, and there’ll be a better 
day coming, sometime. B*. O, (\ 
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WHEN I SAW THE WOLF. 


BY MRS. MARY COLBY. 


When I was a little girl, I once had a groat 
frigid, and as I think it made me a better 
child, I will toll you all about it. 

My father and mother lived ju.'^t in the 
edge of a small town, and my sister Susie 
and I went to school. Wc knew some nice 
little girls to play with, had our own bit of 
garden to dig in, and so were very happy 
children. 

One evening, just after we had come home 
from school, and had gone out into our gar¬ 
den to play, we saw old Dr. Bcnton’.s buggy 
stop at our gate. The doctor poked his head 


out and called mother, and they talked at 
the gate for sometime. Then she went hur¬ 
rying in, and he drove on. Presently she 
called us in, and we found her busy putting 
some things into a basket with a cover. 

“Children,” said she, “come put on your 
thick shoes and your bonnets, and take this 
basket for me over to old Mrs. Carter. I’m 
sure you know the way, and there is no one 
else to go. I am too busy, Maria is Ironing, 
and Nathan has gone to mill. So hurry, for 
it is getting late.” 

We did hurry, for we thought It was fine 
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fun to go to old Mrs. Carter’s by ourselves^ 
and we jerked on our shoes, hardly waiting 
to tie them, and ran down to mother, put¬ 
ting on our bonnets as we went. 

“ Now, children, here is the basket; be 
careful, or you will break the jelly glass. 
Tell Mrs. Carter I am sorry little Ben is 
worse. I send her the salve she wants, and 
will be over to see her to-morrow. Now, 
Lucy, you are the oldest, you must carry the 
basket, and if you get tired, Susie can help 
you. And be sure not to stop on the way^ as It 
is too late for that this evening.” 

Aiifl as we skipped down the path, she 
called after us, and laughed, as she said, 

“ Remember Red Rldinghood and the 
wolf!” 

Yes, we remembered the wolf very well, 
for we had two or three pictures of him in 
our Red Rldinghood book ; but we didn’t 
think of him more than a minute, as we 
jumped over the stile, ran through Mr. 
Bixiwn’s meadow, and crossed the fence into 
the lovely little path in the woods; for It 
was such a pretty way to Mrs. Carter’s. 

The paH through the woods wound up the 
side a long hill ; it was steep in some 
places, With wild flowers and moss growing 
on tlie banks. The great trees stood so close 
together, that the bright, spring sunshine 
could hardly get through the new, fresh¬ 
looking leaves, and just little yellow spots 
of light went dancing about in the cool 
shade. But, best of all, far down on the 
other side of the hill, near the foot of it, 
some great big gray rocks stuck out of the 
steep hillside and hung over a little spring, 
that ran out across the path and over the 
stones, with a sweet, singing noise. Long 
vines grew over these rocks, and all about 
them was lovely mo.ss, so green and fresh, 
and all sorts of little plants that we didn’t 
know the names of, but so pretty! Mrs. 
Carter’s was farther on, beyond a meadow, 
a tiny, brown house, Mith a garden and a 
brook at one side, and a great old oak tree 
in front. 

Susie and I were always glad to go there. 
Sometimes we went with Maria, when she 
carried work to the old woman, sewing or 
spinning. It was fun to help with the bun¬ 
dles, or the great basket of wool piled up 
like snow. And the old woman was so nice 
looking, with her strijnsd woolen dress, and 
white cap, that had such wide rutiles, I used 
to wonder if they never fell over on her nose 
—but then they M'cre starched so stiff that 
they stood right straight up. And there 
was a little cupboard in one corner, where 
she always opened a narrow door, and got 


out nice, round cakes of maple sugar for us. 
And then we could run out with Benny, and 
get acorn cups under the big oak. Benny 
was her grandson, and lived with her. He 
had lately burnt his leg, and had to stay in 
bed. Mother would go to sec him, and take 
him nice things to eat. It was best of all for 
Susie and me to go with mother, because she 
would w'alk slow' and let us run out into the 
dark woods and make believe we were lost, 
or climb the banks for partridge berries, and 
stop at the spring for pebbles. 

But you see, this evening that I began to 
tell you about, we could not do anything 
except to w alk along the path and carry the 
basket carefully, as mother had told us to 
go straight there and come right back. So 
on we went, up the long hill and down thro' 
the woods on the other side, past the shady 
nook where the spring was, and then on 
through the grassy meadow' to the little 
brown house. 

At the door Mrs. Carter met us, and her 
eyes looked so red, I knew' she had been 
crying. She seemed so glad when I told her 
that mother was coming in the morning. 
She spoke very low— 

“ Benny, poor dear, has been in such 
misery! I)ut he’s better now', and asleep. 
You must come in and rest, but walk easy.” 

So w'c w ent on our tip toes into the room, 
and it was so dark, w'ith something up to 
the window', that we could hardly And the 
little bench w’c alw'ays sat on; but at last 
we did, and sat down easy on the edge. And 
I was glad, for I was tired. It was more 
than a mile from our house, and the basket 
was heavy. Susie wasn’t so tired, for .she 
had not carried it any. 

So we sat there resting, and presently it 
did not seem so dark, and we could see the 
bed over in the comer, and something lying 
still in it that we knew w'as Benny. The old 
woman tipped around softly on her toes, and 
got us maple sugar, and kept whispering a 
long something, I don’t know' w'hat, alwut 
Ben’s leg, and the jelly, and the doctor, and 
mother, and what good, little girls w e were. 
And that made me remember, and I told 
Susie we must go ; and then we crept out, 
but Susie’s shoes w'ould squeak. 

We were so glad to get out into the light, 
we felt like hopping. The old w oman brought 
tlie basket and hurried us off. 

“ Put your sugar in there, little dears, and 
run home, for the sun’s ’most down ; run.” 

Off we went; but going through the mea¬ 
dow, we got to talking about poor Ben’s leg, 
and how dark it was in that room, and then 
stopped to open the basket and each take a 
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bite of su^r. Then we started again, and 
soon came to our dear little spring. 

“See me run and jump over,” said Susie ; 
and u\va\' went her little fat legs. But she 
stumbled and fell flat. 

“ O, Lucy, 1 am so wet! and my hands are 
so muddy 1” 

I ran and picked her up, told her to wash 
her hands in the stream, and I would get 
some moss for a towel. So, while she dab¬ 
bled her pink fingers in the water, I ran to 
the cliff and stooped for a bit of moss It 
was all so lovely, I could not clioosc w’hich 
piece to take. It seemed a shame to have 
this one spoiled witli Susy’s muddy hands, 
and the next piece was covered with fairy 
cups. O, if I only had some of this at home, 
how beautiful It would look in my garden, 
down in the corner where I was making a 
rock house! If I could only gather some, 
and put It In that empty basket ! 

Just as I was thinking all this, Susie called, 

“ Lucy, Lucy, just look here 1 such lovely 
pebbles 1 Big pink ones, and a white one I 
can ’most see through. Le’s take ’em home 
to our rock house.” 

” O yes !” and I sprang up But just then 
I thought of wiiat mother had said, and I 
was so sorry. I did so wish to stay one 
minute, just long enough to get one piece of 
that moss for my garden. And Susie was so 
happy getting her pebbles, and then every- 
thing was so still and beautiful. Sureiy 
mother would not care if I staid here one 
minute. 

The tall trees were still; far away some¬ 
where a bird sang one soft note, and then 
another ; a little breeze came, and made the 
vines near me swing; and far up on the very 
tops of the trees were pale bits of sunshine. 
I stood there, with my hand on the old rock, 
thinking, ” Shall I go? shall Islay? Mother 
said—O, mother won’t care,” until Susie 
came flying toward me with her apron full 
of pebbles. 

“ Lucy, where’s the basket? quick !” 

“ O.” I thought, ” mother won’t care, it 
won’t take a minute.” 

And off I Tan, snatched npthe basket, and 
was soon on my knees gathering the moss; 
sent Susie back for more pebbles ; and now 
my only trouble was to decide whlcli of the 
many beautiful pieces of moss I should take 
home. Tlic basket would not iiold much, 
and when it was nearly full, I found such a 
lovely great bed of fairy cups, that I turned 
everything elec out, and carefully put a fine 
sheet of It in. The basket was not full yet, 
and close by was some of that delicate moss 
"lade un of feathery vines. That I must 


have, it would be so charming around ray 
rock house. But it would not do to have it 
on top, it would mash up all the cups ; so 
out I took the cup moss, and, there I the 
poor thing broke right through the middle. 
What a i)ity ! I tried to patch it together, 
but couldn't make it stick, and had a great 
time getting it in again At last the basket 
was full, and I w tis just rising up to go, when 
I saw across the stream a great tuft of fcni, 
just the very thing to plant in my garden. 
So, over I jumped, scrambled up the bank, 
reached it, slipped dow'n again, and sooii had 
it packed in with the moss. 

” There, it’s all done ! now I’ll go!" 

But as I raised myself up and lifted the 
basket, I grew scared and sick. It was 
almost dark, and all that long, lonesome 
way yet to go I I ran to Susie, telling her 
to come, quick, it was getting dark. But 
when she jumped up, and I si\w her dripping 
apron and muddy hands, I thought I must 
stop one moment more to fix her, for mother 
would be so displeased. I w rung the water 
out of her apron, and tried to wash her 
hands, but I trembled so I couldn’t do It 
right. After awhile, though, I got her 
pretty straight, took tight hold of her hand, 
and catching up the basket, we ran up the 
path into the woods. 

At first it did not seem so dark, and I be¬ 
gan to feel better, for I could see the little 
path quite plain, and Susie kept talkiug of 
our ” pretties” in the basket. But the path 
got steep, Susie stumped her toe on an old 
root and fell dow n, and cried so that I had 
hard w ork to pull her up and get her to go 
on. She declare she could not walk, l)Ut I 
begged her to try, for, O, it w’as getting m 
dark ! She quit crying and looked around 
for a minute, but only to break out into a 
dreadful scream. 

”0, Lucy, we’ll be lost in these dark, hor¬ 
rid woods! Why didn’t we go right home, 
as mother told us? Lucy, I can’t see which 
way to go, O, Lucy, why don’t you talk? 
84\y somethin’ to me !” 

But I W’as too miserable to say one word. 
I was too w’retched even to cry. I just took 
her hand and helped her along, hurrying on 
as fast as I could. It was steep; I had to 
stniin my eyes now to see the path, and 
sometimes for a minute I could not see it at 
all; but still I must keep on, so tired, so 
scared, such a miserable little girl! all the 
time thinking, knowing it was my fault; 
that if I had not stopped at the spring to 
look at that moss, and then wish for if, and 
then let myself listen to the voice in iny 
heart that kept telling me mother wouldn’t 
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care if I staid just one minute to gather it. 
O, if I only had been good, and gone home! 
As for the moss, I hated to think of it. 
Maybe I would be lost and die in these dark 
woods, and then I’d never see my rock honse 
any more, nor my garden, nor dear father 
and mother. When I thought of them I 
just sat right down and cried as if my heart 
would break. Of course, hearing me cry, 
made Susie cry worse, and w’hcn I heard her 
sobbing and calling for mother, I cried the 
more, to think I had brought all this trouble 
on poor little sister. 

But I knew' we must go on, so I got up, 
took Susie’s hand, and ran on. Presently 
there was a place w here the w'oods were not 
so thick, and it w asn’t quite so dark. I saw 
the path again, and found we were nearly at 
the top of the hill. 1 was so glad, I told 
Susie never to mind now, we were not lost, 
and wc could soon run down the long hill 
and be almost home. 

Just as w'c got to the top of the hill, there 
was a sound of rustling in the bushes by the 
path, and there, in the darkness, was a big, 
black something coming tow ard us. 

In a minute I remembered w'hat mother 
had said about the w olf and Red Ridinghood. 
This must be a w'olf come to cat me up be¬ 
cause I had been bad and disobeyed my 
mother; and, O, he would eat poor Susie, 
too ! Scared almost out of my wits, I seized 
my sister’s hand, and ran as fast as my feet 
could carry me, dow n that long hillside. On, 
on—faster and faster—Susie slirieking and 
stumbling, while all the time I could sec 
over my shoulder that black thing running 
after us. We were nearly at the fence. If I 
could only get there and get Susie over I 
Now' I fairly liew’ down the steep path. Wc 
were nearly through the trees, and it seemed 
lighter. I could see the fence, when my foot 
caught in a root, and down I fell, and rolled 
over, pulling Susie with me. Before I could 
get up, something dark came between me 
and the sky, I felt the black thing jump right 
on me, shaggy hair fell in my face, hot breath 
blew on my check, and I gave one big scream, 
shut my eyes, and remembered no more. 

When I opened iny eyes a little, everything 
w as in a blaze of light. I heard a great ring¬ 
ing in my ears, and voices. Then I opened 
my eyes w ide, and saw' I was not dead, but 
in our kitchen at home, lying on the settle. 
My face was all as wet as could be, mother 
was close by me, and .‘‘he had been crying. 
There was Maria wa.shing Susie, and father 
was .laughing at her, for she was torn and 
muddy all over, and so sleepy she was mak¬ 
ing great yaw'ns with her muddy mouth. 


Mr. Brown was standing talking to father, 
and Mr. Brown’s great, big Newfoundland 
dog was standing by, looking at me and 
wagging his tail. 

For a minute I thought it must be a dream; 
but when mother leaned over me and said, 
“ Lucy,” I remembered everything. And 
how ashamed I did feel; but I sat right up 
and told father and mother all I had done— 
how' I had disobeyed her, how dark it got, and 
how' we ran ; and then how the w’olf came 
after me, and I fell, and he jumped on me. 

” But O, father,” I said, “ how did I get 
home, and where is the w’olf?” - 

Mr. Brow'n began to laugh, but my father 
looked sorry, and sat down beside me and 
took my hand in his. 

” Lucy, dear child, when people do wrong, 
everything frightens them. The wolf was 
only Mr Brown’s Tiger, that plays with you 
so often. When you got scared and ran, he 
ran, too, to have a nice play ; and when you 
fell, and he jumped on you to lick your face, 
you w’erc so frightened you fainted. I had 
just started to look for you, and met Mr. 
Brow n coming through the meadow Wegot 
to the fence just as you fell dow'u and scream¬ 
ed. Lucy, my darling, let this be a lesson.” 

And it w'as a lesson For years after that, 
whenever I was tempted to disobey my dear, 
kind mother, I would remember how I fell 
w'hen I thought the wolf was after me, and 
I would shiver and tui*n away. Nothing 
then could tempt me to disobey. 


GATHER WITH CARE 

BY H. E. B. 

“ Be circumspect,” my mother said, 

In accents soft and low ; 

I hear her plainly now as when 
She spoke long years ago. 

Full well she knew the world’s deep arts. 
Its evil and deceit; 

And from its hidden snares she fain 
Would save my eager feet. 

And so in parable she spoke— 

“ All are not good as fair; 

Gay flowers spring up on every side. 

But pluck, my love, with care ; 

The rose conceals a cruel thorn, 

The nightshade, poisonous breath. 

The popi)y flaunts its gaudy head 
Above the seeds of death. 

“ Heed not the tallest or the gay; 

But in its lowly bed. 

Seek w’here the perfumed violet 
Bends down Its modest head. 

The lily, and the heartsease, too, 

Are innocent as fair; 

Ah! flowers abound on every side. 

But gather, love, with care.” 
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FIGHTING THE ENEMY. 

BT BMILT HUNTINGTON MILLER. 

CHAPTER II. 

When the yard was raked clean of chips, 
and the brush and rubbish of the garden 
piled up ready for a bonfire, Jonas sat down 
on the back porch to rest a Ijttle before 
milking time. He fell to thinking, as he 
often did, of what he mcaht to do on the 
farm w'hen be was a man. 

“Aunt Marcia never would want the old 
house torn do^m,** he thought, “ but I could 
build a wing out towards the garden, with a 
long piazza for roses to climb around—red 
and white ones, like Cap’n Taylor’s; and 
I’ll cut down the great, high, parlor win¬ 
dows, so we can see out without standing 
up ; and we might have some folding doors, 
only they’d have to open in the kitchen, and 
I don’t know as that would be very nice.” 

So Jonas went on, planning what he meant 
to do, and what he meant to be; building 
just such castles in the air as all young 
hearts delight in. This building of air cas¬ 
tles is not always such idle and useless work 
as many people think it. There never was 
anything grand and beautiful built upon the 
solid earth, that did not first take shape in 
some one’s busy fancy. Dream out as many 
lofty castles as you please, only remember 
that they are of no use until real practical 
labor takes vigorous hold of them and fulfils 
your dreams for you. It is dreaming with¬ 
out working that ruins so many lives. 

When the sun began to get low' down over 
Walnut Hill, Jonas took his milk pails and 
went out to the shed, w'hcre the sleek, glossy 
cows were patiently waiting for him. Then 
he carried the brimming pails to the milk 
room, and carefully strained the milk into 
the bright pans. Out again to the pump, 
whose clumsy, wooden spout had been the 
fountain for a whole generation. Scores of 
sunburned faces had l>een washed and cooled 
there, before Jonas ever dip|)ed his curly 
bead in the deep tin basin that always stood 
in the trough. Even the iron handle w'os 
worn as smooth as glass by the touch of the 
many hands that had w'orked it. 

“ It’s such a generous old pump,” Jonas 
thought, as the broad stream went gushing 
into the basin; “ it just spouts out the 
water as if it loved toand he pumped a 
few’ strokes for the pleasure of seeing it 
fiow. Then ho filled the little blue pitcher, 
and went in to his supper. He looked at 
the table with a good deal of satisfaction, as 
he look off the cloth. Aunt Marcia’s meals 


were always nice, but when she went aw'ay, 
she w as sure to leave some special dainty for 
Jonas. To-night it took the shape of a 
great, white, flaky tart, with its delicate 
walls filled with such clear, sparkling jelly 
as only Aunt Marcia could make. 

“ She’s real good. Aunt Marcia is,’’ thought 
Jonas, beginning, boy fashion, w'lth the tart. 
Twice, while he was eating, he fancied he 
heard a noise in the milk room, and finally 
he got up and went in there to see if It was 
possible that the cat could have forgotten 
her propriety so far as to jiunp in the win¬ 
dow. No cat was there, but the door w’as 
wride open, although he was sure he had 
shut it. He went towards it wonderingly, 
thinking to himself that Aunt Marcia would 
not think him so very reliable, after all, if 
she knew. To his great astonishment, there 
sat Billy Shaw on the little bench by the 
door where they kept the milk pails. He 
looked up and nodded at Jonas with a half 
grin on his face, but Jonas could not speak 
a word for clear astonishment. 

“You wasn’t lookin’ forvlsltors, I reckon,’’ 
said Billy, whirling his torn hat in his hands. 

“ No,’’ stammered Jonas, glancing around 
the milk room; “ I heard a noise, and I 
thought maybe it was the cat.’’ 

He looked around the room again, and 
hesitated about closing the door. 

“ O, 3'ou needn’t to examine,’’ said Billy; 
“I haven’t took nothin’, not yet. I only 
was tryln’ to peck through the crack to 
make sure the old un’ wasn’t to home.’’ 

“Do you mean Aunt Marcia? she’s gone 
away, up to Cap’n Taylor’s to tea,’’ said 
Jonas. 

“ I know. I seen her go by w’ith her gown 
a-shinln’, but I wasafeard maybe she’d come 
back.’’ 

“ What did you want?’’ asked Jonas, doubt- 
fhlly. Then suddenly thinking of his supjKir, 
be seized Billy by the hand and said, “ O, 
Billy, come in to supper with me. I’m hav¬ 
ing it all alone by myself, and there’s enough 
for three or four boys.’’ 

Billy got up willingly enough, and fol¬ 
lowed Jonas into the kitchen. His hungry 
eyes fairly sparkled, as he looked at the nice 
things. Jonas brought another plate and 
, began to load it with food. 

“ There was a tart,’’ he said, “ but I ate 
that up first. I’m real sorry I began with 
that, but here’s biscuit, and doughnuts, and 
custard pic.’’ 

Billy made no remarks, but ate ns if he 
was half famished. When he had satisfied 
his appetite, he leaned back with a long 
breath, and asked, 
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“ I say, Jonas, you don’t gai such stuff as 
that to eat every day, do you?” 

” Not the same aWays,” said Jonas; “ but 
we always have something good. Aunt 
Marcia likes to make goodies, and I like to 
eat ’em.” 

” Ducky’ll get a good supper up to the 
Cap’n’s,” said Billy; ‘‘ she’s up there playin’ 
with the gals, and most like Mis’ Taylor’ll 
give her a basket of things to bring home. 
The}’ can all of ’em; but when it comes 
to helpin’ us to make a decent livin’ our¬ 
selves, they don’t want us round—me nor 
Nancy.” 

” What did you come here to-night for ?” 
asked Jonas, suddenly. 

“Tosec you,” said Billy, “’cause I know’d 
she was away. You don’t think I came to 
steal?” he added, suddenly. 

“ No, indeed,” said Jonas, “ I’m sure you 
didn’tand he felt ashamed of the suspicion 
that had crossed his mind for an instant. 

” I never stole nothing yet, though I don’t 
sec as it’s the wust thing a body can do to 
take bread, when you’re starvin’, from them 
as has plenty. But I never done it, and I 
don’t calculate to, not if I can get a chance 
to work, fair aud honest.” 

“O, I hope you will get a place,” said 
Jonas; “ you mustn’t get discouraged.” 

I shall wait awhile—a week, maybe—and 
then, when inarm comes out, if nothing 
don’t turn up. I’m bound to go off. I can’t 
stand it here, anyhow. I’d go off now, only 
it seems kind of sneakin’ to leave all them 
poor young ones for Nancy to see after.” 

” I tell you what. Bill}’, the very best thing 
you can do is to come down here to-morrow’, 
some time, and just ask Aunt Marcia, fair 
and square, to hire you. Ask her to try you 
for a week or two, at any rate.” 

” I’ll do it,” said Billy, picking up his old 
cap, ‘‘and then if she won’t try me, I’m 
bound to go to sea.” 

‘‘ I don’t believe I’d go to sea,” said Jonas, 
thoughtfully ; ‘‘ not till I’d tried and tried, 
and found out for sure there wasn’t any 
chance for me here. Seems to me It would 
be a great deal grander to stand right 
by and fight it out like one of those old 
heroes.” 

Jonas lifted his eyes to the little book 
shelf where stood the few volumes of history 
he owned. Tlie one with the red mark flut¬ 
tering out was little sketches called ” Men 
w ho have Conquered,” and Jonas liked that 
best of all. He almost forgot Billy, as he 
looked at it; but a shai-p click of the garden 
gate made them both start, for Aunt Marcia 
had come home. Billy darted away in an 


instant, leaving Jonas standing half confused 
on the kitchen floor. 

‘‘Well, Jonas,” said Aunt Marcia, won¬ 
dering at his startled face. 

‘‘ Billy Shaw was here,” said Jonas, sim¬ 
ply, ‘‘and he ran aw’ay so quick, when he 
heard you coming, I believe he half fright¬ 
ened me.” 

‘‘ Billy Bliaw!” exclaimed Aunt Marcia, 
in surprise ; ‘‘ that’s strange company for 
you, Jonas.” 

‘‘ Yes,” said Jonas. ‘‘ I don’t really know 
what made him come here, only he was in 
trouble, and he was hungry, I think. I gave 
him a part of my supper. You don’t care, 
do you ?” 

‘‘Of course not. I might have known 
you’d contrive to give somebody that tart, 
w'hen I took so much pains to bake it.” 

*‘I didn’t, though, auntie ; I ate it all np 
myself, before he came—it was too splendid 
to keep.” 

Well, there’s so much gain, anyway,” 
said Aunt Marcia, with a smile. ‘‘ But what 
made Billy Shaw come to you, I wonder ?” 

*‘ O, you know w’e went to school together 
till his father sent him to work at the brew¬ 
ery. It seems strange, too, for BillyVas a 
smart scholar, till he w’eiil there, and he 
just picked up all of old Rooney’s ignorant 
talk, until now he doesn’t know how to 
speak dcet*nt English.” 

‘‘ What did he go among such folks for?” 

‘‘ Because Rooney would hire him, and no 
one else would ; and I think, Aunt Marcia, 
though he didn’t say so, that he wanted to 
earn money most of all to keep his mother 
from stealing. Oh ! isn’t it dreadful ?” 

‘* Dreadful enough,” said Aunt Marcia, 
carefully folding aw ay her shawl, and laying 
It in the great mahogany bureau, which 
never was opened except on special occa¬ 
sions. There floated up to her a faint odor 
of rose leaves and lavender, which always 
recalled the pale, sweet face, w ith its saintly 
setting of silver hair, which she laid away a 
few years before, to dw ell among holy memo¬ 
ries. A mother’s memory ! Touching and 
sanctifying even the common household 
walks and ways—how would it be if any 
evil, any shadow of reproach could follow 
it? Aunt Marcia shuddered, as she shut the 
door, and went about her work. The spot¬ 
less dress was changed for home attire, but, 
as she was busy here and there in her milk 
room ancT cellar, the innocent blue eyes of 
little Ducky Shaw followed and haunted her 
everywhere. 

To Jonas’s great disappointment, Billy 
did not make his appearance the next day. 
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nor the next. Then he heard that old 
Rooney the brewer had otTcred him five dol¬ 
lars to do some carting for him, and had 
agreed to pay him a day’s work in advance 
if he would only undertake the job. 

“ Marm will be home in a few days,” said 
Billy, “and I can’t let her come back to an 
empty house. When there’s bread for the 
young ones, I’ll come and see about the 
form.” 

“ Mrs. Shaw has come home,” said JoAas 
to his aunt, one evening. “ I saw her go 
by, to-day, and she looked pale and sick.” 

Aunt Marcia started, and dropped a stitch 
from her knitting, but she only said “ Poor 
creature!” in a compassionate tone. 

The next morning she took her covered 
basket on her arm, put on her gingham sun- 
bonnet, and went down to the back gate 
where Jonas was chopping brush. 

“ I’m going away an hour or so,” she said, 
stopping at the gate. 

“ Yes’in,” said Jonas, pausing, with his 
hatchet half raised. 

She went on a few steps, then, out of her 
clear, downright honesty, despising conceal • 
ment as the next thing to deception, she 
turned back and said, deliberately, 

“ I am going up to Sam Shaw’s. I want 
to see for myself just how matters arc up 
there, and if they need any of my help. I’m 
not the one to hold back.” 

“ I’m glad,” said Jonas, heartily. “ I 
believe that you can help everybody, Aunt 
Marcia.” 

Every step she took towards the old house 
increased the pitying thought in her heart, 
until she felt ready to forget everything, and 
only sec her old schoolmate in the poor, dis¬ 
graced woman before her 

A troop of little children played merrily 
in the sand by the roadside. They didn’t 
know anything of disgrace from either father 
or mother. Mother was at home again, and 
they had plenty of food for the hour, and so 
they were satlsdcd to play in the spring 
sunshine. 

Through the open door she could see 
motlicr and daughter at work. The mother, 
pale and gloomy, sat by the window mend¬ 
ing a little torn dress, while Nancy, with 
marks of tears on her swollen face, was 
washing the dishes. She saw Aunt Marcia 
first, and turned hastily away; but her 
mother glanced up with a defiant look, and 
coldly bade her come in. Aunt Marcia 
walked straight in, as one might walk up to 
the stake, and held out her hand to Mrs. 
Shaw with a simple 

“ How do you do, Rebecca?” 


Mrs. Shaw neither tooTc her hand nor re¬ 
fused it. Slic looked in her face a moment 
with a liard, resolute stare, and then sat 
down, saying, 

“ I wonder what sent you here, Marcia 
Hale?” 

Aunt Marcia sat down, too, and took off 
her bonnet. She tried to say a few common¬ 
place words to the imor woman, but she 
heard her in silence a moment, and then 
burst out in the most bitter complaints of 
her lot, and of the hard fate that bad taken 
all the pleasure out of her life. 

In the back door sat Nancy, sobbing, too, 
in utter despair; and Aunt Marcia felt, all 
at once as if she had opened a door from 
her own pleasant, happy life, into one of suf¬ 
fering and horror. 

“ You tliink you’re better’n I am, Marcia 
Hale,” she said ; “ you think you’d lie down 
in your grave and die, before you’d steal a 
crumb. Maybe you would; but you don’t 
know anything about it. It ain’t just going 
hungry yourself, but seeing the children 
starve, and hearing such babies as this one 
here sobbing in their sleep for bread! and 
then to know it never would be any better ; 
not to-morrow, or any other day. I teli you, 
Marcia Hale, if the Lord had forgotten all 
about you, and didn’t do so much for you a.s 
He does for the wild beasts, you can’t begin 
to tell what you’d do.” 

Aunt Marcia could only look at her in 
silent pity. The little children came around 
the door, and peeped in shyly at her. Litth*. 
Ducky watched her a minute with her inno¬ 
cent eyes, and then came fearlessly up and 
laid her hand on her knee. 

“I ’member you,” she said. “You w'as 
up to Minnie Taylor’s, when we played tea.” 

“ Yes, I remember you,” said Aunt Mar¬ 
cia “ Where’s your red cloak ?” 

“O, that was Cely’s I don’t have any 
pitty fings,” said the child, regretfully; 
“ wasn’t it hemt^Uf but when Nancy’s ship 
comes in, she’ll buy me lots of nice fings, 
and a red cloak just like that, with a longer 
tassel. Naney told us about it, evenings, 
when mother went away so long visiting.” 

“ I brought you something in my basket 
to play tea with,” said Aunt Marcia, taking 
out some cakes and turnovers, and distribut¬ 
ing them among the children. 

Away went the little troop, with shouts 
and laughter, to their playhouses under the 
great rock. Their mother half smiled, look¬ 
ing after them, and said, 

“ I remember so well, when your mother 
used to give us girls cakes to play tea with 
in just that way. Oh ! Marcia Hale, what 
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has become of all the happiness of my 
life ?” 

“You’ve had a hard time, Becky,’* said 
Aunt Marcia, as gently as she could, “and 
a great deal to try and trouble you. I don’t 
think the Lord means to be a hard master, 
and reckon unreasonably with us ; and you 
know He says He’ll never let us be tempted 
inore’n we are able to bear. We ought to 
trust Him to make a way for us out of our 
troubles, and I think He will.” 

Mrs. Shaw shook her head sadly, and said, 

“He helps some, and lets others alone; 
it can’t be any other way, for He t«m’( 
help me.” 

“ Because you got impatient, and tried to 
help yourself^,” said Aunt Marcia. 

Mrs. Shaw looked up quickly, with an 
angry flush on her face, but it passed away. 

“ I want to do something for you,” Aunt 
Mareia went on. “ I’ve been thinking about 
it for several days, trying to And out what 
was the best thing for us both.” 

Nancy fairly held her breath with eager¬ 
ness to hear what she was going to say, she 
felt so sure she was going to hire Billy to 
work on the farm. 

“ You’ve got a large family of children, 
and it costs a great deal to feed and clothe 
them. Now I’ve been thinking I should 
like to take one of your little girls; I should 
like to take Ducky, if you’d just give her to 
me out and out, and I’d do my best to bring 
her up smart and respectable.” 

“ O my poor Billy!” thought Nancy, 
“won’t nobody help you?” 

Mrs. Shaw looked straight Into Aunt Mar¬ 
cia’s eyes, but did not speak a w’ord 

“She shall go to school; I’ll do just as 
well for her as I do for Jonas.” 

Mrs. Shaw flnished her work, and rose up 
with the faded little garment in her hand. 
There was a world of unutterable scorn in 
the expression of her face, as she folded her 
thin hands tightly over her chest. 

“ Folks give away sometimes,” she 
said, then paused as If she didn’t know what 
further to say 

“But, Becky, you must see,” said Aunt 
Marcia. 

“ Don’t talk to me, Marcia Hale; you can’t 
do anything to help me; I might have known 
you couldn’t. Go your own ways, and leave 
me to mine. There’s one road for me to w’alk 
in and another for you ; but whichever way 
I go, I take all mine with me.” 

She almost hurried her away, as If afraid 
she might take one of her children by force. 
But as Aunt Marcia turned around, half be¬ 
wildered, to shut the broken gate, she saw 


Nancy with her apron over her head, and 
Mrs. Sliaw rocking back and forth in her 
rickety chair. She carried home a heavy 
feeling at her heart, that not even the bright 
face that met her at the gate could quite 
relieve. 

“ Mr. Pettis has l)een here to see about 
the calves, and he said he’d stop on his way 
back.” 

“ Well,” said Aunt Marcia, “ I might just 
as well have staid at home in the first place, 
for all the good I’ve done.” 

“Didn’t you see Billy?” asked Jonas, in a 
tone of disappointment. 

“ Billy? No, I didn’t expect to see him.” 

“O,” said Jonas, “I thought —I didn’t 
know—” 

Aunt Marcia was already in the house, but 
presently she came to the door again and 
said, “Jonas, what is Billy Shaw doing 
now ?” 

“ Drawing barrels for the brewery,” said 
Jonas, reluctantly; for he knew that his 
aunt would count it very little short of a 
crime. 

All the forenoon she was busy with her 
work. Just after dinner, Billy Shaw walked 
deliberately up the road, and stopped at the, 
fence to talk with Jonas. She could not 
iiclp seeing that he was as carefully dressed 
as could be with his shabby clothes, and his 
brown curls were almost as neat as those 
that clustered under her boy’s cap. 

“ I wonder what he wants?” she thought 
to herself. But she had not long to wonder, 
for Billy opened the gate and walked straight 
up the path to the porch where she w'as 
picking over seed com. He took off his cap 
and leaned back against the post,* with a 
fearless look in his eyes. 

“ I heard you w anted a boy to help on the 
farm,” he said, “and I want a place to 
work.” 

“ Yes, I want some one,” said Aunt Mar¬ 
cia, simply. 

“ I don’t know as you want me,” said 
Billy ; “ nobody wants me as I can find out; 
but I w'ant to work. I’m strong—I can lift 
as much as a man. I ain’t a beggar, but if 
you’ll take me and try me, it’ll be givin’ me 
a chance to be a man. I never had none 
yet.” 

Aunt Marcia looked keenly but kindly at 
the boy. Her pity was touched, but it was 
a serious thing, in those simple, New Eng¬ 
land households, to take a new member in. 
Hired help were not a class that dwelt apart 
from the family, but master and mistress, 
servant and child, made one common social 
life. Could she take this Ignorant boy, with 
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all tlio wrong training for fifteen years, for a 
companion to Jonas? 

“Do you use tobacco?” she asked, 
presently. 

“ No ma'am. 1 tried oncet, but I give 
it up.” 

“ Do you ever swear ?” 

Billy quailed a little at the clear eye that 
pointed this question, but he looked up again 
witli a glowing face and said, 

“ I can’t say 1 never did swear. I’ve said 
some bad words: but I’ll stop. I’ll never 
swear again; and I’m in dead earnest on 
that, ma’am.” 

Aunt Marcia looked a little doubtful, but 
she went on with her questioning. 

“If you come here, Billy Shaw, you’ll 
come Into a Christian family, and I expect 
every one In my family to act like Chris¬ 
tians. Will you agree to go to meeting 
every Sunday, and not be lounging round 
a-flshing?” 

“ Ycs’m,” said Billy, “ I’ll go to mectin’.” 
But this was the hardest promise that he 
made. 

“ And another thing is, you’ve picked up 
a low way of talking from those ignorant 
, creatures at the brewery, and I want you to 
drop it. Your mother never talked so, and 
it ain’t decent and respectable. Jonas says 
you know better—you’ve been to scliool.” 

. “Yes’m,” said Billy, whirling his cap; 
“but they were always chaffin’ me about 
tryin’ to be smartcr’n they was, and I didn’t 
see, after all, as ’tw’as any use tryin’ to be 
decent.” 

“ It’s always of use to try to be decent,” 
said Aunt Marcia, finishing up her basket of 
corn, and brushing the dust from her apron 
She looked at Billy a moment in silence, 
wishing in the bottom of her heart she had 
never seen or heard of him, but doubting 
whether she did not owe him a duty, 
after all. 

“Well,” she said, suddenly, “you may 
come here again to-morrow morning. I 
must have a chance to think about this over 
night.” 

Billy started to go, but she called him 
back before he had reached the gate. 

“ I don’t know as I am likely to be any 
wiser to-morrow than I am now. I have 
thought about this a good deal, and pretty 
much made up my mind to speak to John 
Bowers about coming here, but I think it’ll 
be no more than fair to give you a chance, 
for you need it, and John doesn’t. If you’re 
a mind to come two weeks just on trial, you 
may come, and after that we’ll settle mat¬ 
ters if you stay.” 


“I’ll come,” said Billy, eagerly; “I’ll 
come, and work like the—” 

“ Billy Shaw 1” said Aunt Marcia, sternly, 
“don’t you forget yourself again, or that’ll 
put an end to everything.” 

“ I won’t,” sald^Bllly, humbly ; “ but I 
never was so glad in my life, before, and I 
was just goin’ to say somethin’. ’Twan’t 
swearln’, though—truly now.” 

“ Let your communication be yea, yea, and 
nay, nay, for whatsoever Is more than these 
c&nieth of evil,” quoted Aun^ Marcia, sol¬ 
emnly. 

“Yes’m,” said Billy, meekly, not at all 
understanding what she meant. 

And then he hurried away to tell Jonas, 
as he went home. 

[To be continued.] 

QUEER DICK. 

BT GEORGE COOPER. 

He will never be tall. 

His legs are so small! 

The Jacket he wears almost touches the floor. 

Hf glides down the stairs, 

And pops unawares 

His head thro’ the window, In spite of the door. 
He's busy all day 
In some sort of way; 

By tarns he’s a soldier, a doctor, a clown. 

Ten boats are begun; 

The kites that are done. 

I'm sure would supply half the boys in the town. 
He dabbles in paint; 

His questions are quaint, 

And answers to all of them can’t be supplied; 
He trots off to school. 

And then, as a rule. 

He sees home two misses, with evident pride. 

He dressed up the cat 
In wrapper and hat; 

He drags all the beggara in, out of the street; 
Poor dogs gone astray 
Are quite in his way ; 

tie traded his clothes from his head to his feet. 
In spite of rebuffs. 

For buttons and cuffs 

He still entertains an unbounded delight— 

And two or three pairs 
Of braces he wears— [tight. 

They’ll lift him up some day, he pulls them so 
He's on the lookout 
For whiskers to sprout; 

He stands on his head, on a trumpet he toots. 
He sleeps with a boar; 

He's anxious to vote: 

And often he jumps into bed in his boots, 

So, queer Dick, good bye I 
A hat that is high 

He thinks now w'ould suit him beyond any doul)t. 
Hc> only just five, 

And if he should thrive, 

I wonder what kind of a man he’ll turn out 1 
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VORACITY OF THE SHARK. 

BY AN OLD NAVIGATOR. 

Many of my young readers have no doubt 
heard of this voracious salt-water fish, and 
they will hardly credit how very dangerous 
they are to the sailor who Is so unfortunate 
as to fall overboard from the ship. From 
the young shark, two or three feet long, to 
the monster of fourteen to sixteen feet, they 
are more or less dangerous, with their two 
and three rows of teeth, formed like and as 
sharp as the smallest and finest saw. The 
capacious mouth is, as it were, under the 
tliroat, and quite difierent in that respect 
from any other species of fish I have yet seen 
in the sea ; and when they are about to bite, 
they turn half round, so that tlie white of 
the belly is seen, before they can lay hold of 
anything with the mouth. But in the largest 
size, there are six or seven rows of these for¬ 
midable teeth, denoting, as the sailors say, 
the age of the fish; and I have often, after 
the jaws have been cut out and cleaned, 
slipped them easily over my head, and well 
down on my shoulders. 

Well-authenticated cases have occurred. In 
which, at the startling cry of “ A man over¬ 
board !” the boat is hastily lowered from 
the ship to save his life, and if it be a fine 
day and a smooth sea, with a shark not far 
off, it would be a wonder indeed if the boat 
was in time to save the unfortunate man from 
the jaws of this rapacious monster, for he is 
also hastening to the spot, determined on 
taking ofl* a leg or an arm, or a portion of 
the body, at one dreadful bite. Barely saved 
from drowning by his terror-stricken ship¬ 
mates, who have seen the shark approach¬ 
ing, his bleeding and mangled body is hastily 
drugged into the boaf., only to be again con¬ 
signed to tl]c deep in a few short hours. 
Who then of the ship’s crew can help being 
grieved at such a fearful death of one of 
their number, and vowing deadly revenge on 
their common enemy, the shark? 

But we shall now try to capture one of 
these monsters. On a fine, calm day at sea, 
the back fin of a large shark is seen above 
the water, slowly moving round the ship, as 
if watching for what he can get of the cook’s 
slops, for he is evidently hungry. As he 
makes a dash at the refuse thrown from the 
ship, the cry resounds, “ A shark ! a shark !” 
and all is now excitement, from the captain 
to the cabin boy. Even the wheelsman, who 
is drowsily steering the ship on this fine day, 
is roused up to activity, and drops his w'heel 
to join in the task of capturing the enemy. 


“ Bring along the shark hook !” calls the 
captain. “Get a bait, quickly, men I Look 
sharp!’’ 

A bait is hastily cut, about a pound of salt 
pork, and securely fixed to the barbed hook; 
not a large hook, for a pike or sturgeon, but 
a perfect monster hook, with a chain about 
two feet long attached, which the shark can’t 
bite through, and stout enough to hold the 
favorite dog of any of the readers of Thb 
Little Corporal, let him be ever so big. 
A stout rope is then made fast to the chain, 
and the baited hook is thrown over the stem 
with a splash that attracts his attention, and 
soon the shark is seen swimming swiftly 
toward the bait. He stops for a moment, 
and but a moment, turning quickly half 
round, till the white of his belly is seen, and 
perfectly regardless of the whole crew, wht» 
are now collected watching his motions, he 
darts w ith the swiftness of lightning at the 
bail, and is soon securely hooked by one of 
his capacious jaws. Dashing furiously from 
side to side, the hook gets more securely 
fastened. The sailors, now' laughing at his 
vain struggles, case the rope a little, and 
then haul it tight again, to play with him a 
little. When he is exhausted, our jolly 
sailors, pulling all together on the rope, 
soon have him suspended betw'cen the ship 
and the sea, perfectly helpless. Then a slip 
noose is got round the tail, and with shouts 
of delight he is dragged on deck. Now' take 
care of his powerful tail, as he lashes the 
deck in impotent fury from side to side, or 
he will surely break someone’s legs. And 
what a monster! he is fully fourteen feet 
long, with a great, heavy body, stout and 
thick in proportion. But here comes the 
carpenter, with his sharp axe, and watching 
a chance, w ith one chop, off goes the offend¬ 
ing tail. The blood fairly streams from the 
shark, and our clean, white quarter deck is 
besmeared w'ith it in all directions. He is 
soon quiet, and very shortly his throat is cut, 
and with a few spasmodic jerks he expires. 

As the shark is vert' rarely eaten by sailors, 
*000 now claims his back bone to make a 
walking stick for a friend on shore ; another 
claims his jaws, to clean and carry home, or 
perhaps to present to the captain, if he Is at 
all respected by the crew ; while the tall is 
nailed up in a conspicuous place about the 
forecastle, or place where the sailors live, as 
a trophy. Thus the process of dissection 
goes on, to the great delight of the crew, 
who are anxiously watching the opening of 
his capacious stomach, to see what he has 
picked up from other ships, os many strange 
things have been found there, that have fallen 
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overboard from vessels ; but in tliis case we 
find nothing but some of the refuse that the 
cook had thrown overboard. The cut-up 
carcase is again ignomlniously cast overboard 
to feed any of his brother sharks that may 
come along, and cleaning our blood-stained 
deck, the crew once more resume their vari¬ 
ous duties, and the sliip is again quiet. This 
shark has six rows of teeth in his jaws, de¬ 
noting that he is at least six years old ; and 
I can easily slip the jaws over my head after 
they are cleaned. 

I will relate one or two instances of the 
voracity of this dreaded enemy of sailors, 
which I think will be interesting. 

We had sailed from a port on the coast of 
Peru, bound for England, with a fine breeze, 
but on the following day it fell dead calm. 
Some of our crew had been washing their 
clothes, as sailors on a long voyage have no 
one to do that for them. One of my ship¬ 
mates had fastened a rope to a pair of trou¬ 
sers, and lowered them into the water, where 
they kept dipping with the motion of the 
ship, cleaning off the soap suds that remained. 
He then went to breakfast, and on coming to 
take in his trousers, afterward, found they 
were gone, except a very small portion still 
on the rope. They had been cut away as 
clean as if with a knife, and we soon discov¬ 
ered the cause. A large shark was seen not 
far away, who must have snapped them off, 
and we knew from that he was very hungry. 
The shark hook was baited with a tempting 
piece of pork, and we very soon had him 
hooked and on deck. On cutting open the 
stomach, the pants were found but little 
the worse. My young friends can conceive 
what a laugh we had over the matter, as we 
recovered the missing pants. 

The captain of a ship at a place called 
Bonny, on the coast of Africa, was going on 
board his ship, the worse for liquor, of which 
he was too fond. He missed his hold and 
fell into the water between the ship and the 
boat. His crew at once went to his assist¬ 
ance, but on trying to pull him into the 
boat, he cried, “For God's sake, men, let 
me go.” Easing their hold a little, they 
could not understand what was wrong; but 
again pulling him up into the boat, they 
found that a shark had attacked him, and so 
dreadfully lacerated one of his legs, that it 
had to be amputated immediately. By very 
great care and good medical attendance, his 
life was saved. 

With one more story, I will conclude this 
article. An old and very large shark in a 
port in the West Indies, was called by the 
sailors, “ Man-o'-war Tom,” a terror to the 


crews of the ships of war stationed there. 
He effectually prevented the men from 
swimming to the shore and deserting from 
their .ships. For this he vras regularly fed, 
by orders from the commanding officers, and 
no one was allowed to molest him or to 
attempt his capture. Rather a strange order, 
you will say, and somewhat of a cruel one, 
too, if any ])oor sailor should fall overl)ourd 
by accident. 

ABOUT IIAURY’S VISIT TO HIS 
GRANDMOTHER. 

BY ANNIE .MOORE. 


I stayed a whole fortnight at Grandma 
Martin's. It was perfectly splendid. Grand¬ 
ma always has a jar in the pantry full i>f 
cookies, and you can help yourself; and 
apples, and nuts, and everything. O, I did 
wish Nelly w'as there. 

Grandma is an old lady. I believe she is 
almost a hundred. Any way she’s seventy. 
She’s very fond of me, and she knits all my 
stockings and mittens, and she plays check¬ 
ers with me. But I can beat her just as easy 
as anything. She hardly ever gets any kings, 
and then she forgets to put crowns on them 
unless I tell her. And once we were playing 
and we eouldn’t seem to jump each other, 
or do anything; and by and by I found that 
I had set my men on the black spots, and 
grandma had put hers on the white ones, so 
neither of us could have beaten if I hadn’t 
found it out. 

I like to go and see grandma. You go in 
the cars, and then the house is only a little 
way from the depot, about as far as fn>m 
here to the corner. No one lives with grand¬ 
ma but Aunt Rachel and Penny—she's a 
black girl. Then there’s Minerva, the cat. 

I asked Aunt Rachel if it wasn’t rather a 
long name for such a small cat, and she said 
Brother Dick named her so when he came 
down shooting, but 1 might call her Minny, 
if I wanted to. 

Penny came from the south. She says her 
name is Penelope, but I believe she is only 
in fun. Any w'ay, I never heard such a 
name. 

One day I was looking at Penny. I w'os 
thinking about her hair, and I suppose I 
stared at her, and she asked me why did J 
look at her so, and I said, “ Penny, wffiat is 
your hair made of? Is it cotton, or wool, or 
what?’’ 

And she said she reckoned 'twas wool. 
And I said why didn't she knit some stock¬ 
ings of it, then ? And she sat right down on 
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the floor and laughed, and said she would 
knit me a pair of mittens for Christmas. I 
didn’t say any tiling, but I hope she won’t, 
for pity’s sake. 

O, but how grandma does lose her specta- 
cles! And I And them for her. She says 
her father always used to lose his spectacles, 
and now she does. But the truth is, she 
always lays them right down anywhere. Once 
she put them in a chair, and 1 said, ** Grand¬ 
ma, haven’t you a pocket in that dress?” 

And she looked as surprised as anything, 
and said, ” Yes, I believe so. Why ?” 

And I said, ” Hadn’t you better put your 
spectacles in your pocket, grandma, and then 
you’ll know where to And them ?” 

And she said I was a little Solomon, and 
she would take my advice, but very soon 
she laid them in her lap, and then got up for 
something, and they dropped on the floor, 
and she was just going to step on them, if 1 
hadn’t picked them up. 

I used to take care of grandma’s Are, some¬ 
times. A wood Are is very nice to roast 
apples by, but it is a good deal of trouble. 

One day, as I was making a boat, and 
grandma was knitting, and just as I w'as 
going to fasten in the mast, grandma asked 
me to put a stick of wood on the flro. 8o I 
put it on, and picked up the coals, and made 
a beautiful Are, and then went back to my 
work again. And just as I had cut out the 
sail, and put a little paste on the edge, and 
was going to stick it to the mast, grandma 
said, “Harry, put on some more wood for 
grandma.” 

So I had to leave my work again, and the 
sail dropped, and the pasted side stuck on 
my shoe; but I took it off and made up the 
Arc. And then, just as 1 was painting the 
flag, grandma spoke to me again, and said 
her Are was almost out. I like to take care 
of her Are, of course, but I knew I never 
should get that boat done, so I said to myself, 
“ This won’t do. I must make a Are that 
will last awhile.” 

So I put on about eight sticks, I believe. 
Grandma didn’t notice, because she had 
dropped a stitch, but it made a most tre¬ 
mendous blaze. I almost knew she wouldn’t 
like it, and when she saw it she said it would 
set the chimney on Are, and she sent me to 
call Penny. And Penny came and took off 
all but two of the sticks, and dipped them 
into a bucket of water. 

It put them out, but it made a big smoke 
in the room, I can tell you. I had to come 
home then, because it was time for school to 
begin, but grandma wants me to go down 
next Christmas. Well, good bye. 


[August, 

BABY BELLE. 

BY ROSA PEARL.* 

Far away from home and mother 
Wandered Baby Belle- 
Bees and birdies lured her onward, 
Through the mossy dell; 

Talking sweetest baby nonsense, 

Prattling Baby Bell- 
Listening to the birdie stories, 

Such AS larks and robins tell. 

Trotting 'mong the sweet, wild roses. 

Oft she stumbled, thrice she fell; 

But the tears had hardly started. 

Ere the hurt was sound and well. 
Lower, lower sink the curtains 
Over Baby’s sleepy eyes; 

Why don’t mother seek her darling? 

O how Baby Bella sighs! 

In the deep, sweet, purple clover. 

Sank tired Baby Belle, 

Playing with the ferns and mosses. 

Fast asleep she fell. 

So the truant’s mother found her 
In the golden sunset beams. 

While the robin4i good-night warble 
Mingled with her dreams. 

* Rosa Pzabl has been one of Tux Corporal's 
fast friends for flve years; and how old do you sup¬ 
pose she was when he first knew her ? O, yon could 
never guess. Well, then, she w®* only ftte ; and so 
now, of course, she Is tai years old, and has written 
‘•Baby Belle." She used to talk poetry when only six 
years old. Don’t you think she will be a poetess, 
some time ?— Editor. 


THE LIFE OF A BUTTERFLY. 

My Dtar Little Corporal: You admire but¬ 
terflies, I am sure—who docs not ? And you 
have often watched their airy flight from 
flower to flower, and have, no doubt, fre¬ 
quently captured them, after an exciting 
chase over garden and lawn. Perhaps you 
sometimes succeeded in dcxtrously throwing 
your hat, or a butterfly net, over one, and, 
in that case, it would not be much injured; 
but it is far more likely that, in your eager¬ 
ness to secure the prize, you hastily grasped 
it in your hands, and on opening them found, 
to your dismay, the graceful captive entirely 
ruined; its fragile wings crushed, and its 
brilliant plumes rubbed off, and staining 
your hands with variously-colored iwwder. 
Catching butterflies on the wing is very per¬ 
ilous to their beauty, and if one wishes to 
make a collection, the best plan is to rear 
them from their larvw, wherever the latter 
is known. 

I presume there is not a member of The 
Little Cohporal’.s company but what 
knows that the llrst animate form of a but¬ 
terfly is that of a caterpillar—not unfre- 
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quently a very ugly caterpillar—but few, 
probably, are &miliar with the interesting 
processes by which it develops into its per¬ 
fect, winged state. Its short lile, its marvel¬ 
ous transformations, are an exceedingly in¬ 
teresting study, and will abundantly repay 
any boy or girl, or even “ children of a larger 
growth,” for the little trouble of searching 
for and feeding the caterpillars. But where 
to look? do you ask. Well, do any of you 
know the gaily striped and dotted caterpillar, 
that is so destructive to parsley, caraway, 
carrot tops, and other plants of that family ? 
This caterpillar finally becomes one of our 
most beautiful butterfiies; so does a worm 
that feeds on the sassafras tree, and, in par¬ 
ticular a spiny one, which feeds on willow and 
poplar All these may readily be found. There 
is also a large and handsome butterfiy , some 
items of whose history I propose to give in 
this letter, the larvae of which feed uiwn the 
family of milkweeds known as Asclepiads, 
one species of which, 

A«depia9 Tuberosa^ is 
called butterfiy weed; 
whether because its 
leave-s furnish food for 
butterfiy larvjc, or be¬ 
cause its gay blossoms 
resemble in color the 
wings of the perfect 
insect, I cannot tell; 
there is doubtless some 
connection. 

If we examine the leaves of these plants 
about the middle of May, we may be fortu¬ 
nate enough to discover, on the under side 
of a leaf^ two or three creamy-white eggs, 
about the size of a pin head, not round, but, 
under the microscope, cone shaped, and ele¬ 
gantly ridged, with the base firmly attached 
to the leaf. But these eggs are so inconspic¬ 
uous, and so carefully hidden, that they are 
s^ddom found, even by professed entomolo¬ 
gists, so we shall verj' likely overlook them. 
In a few days, however, the young cater¬ 
pillars will be noticeable enough, and, having 
found a plant upon which two or three are 
busily feeding, we cut the stalk and carry it 
in the house, placing it in Mater in some 
small vessel. Then, as a substitute for u 
regular insect cage, we take a large, wide- 
topped, glass Jar, and having sifted a little 
dry earth over the bottom, we place inside 
of this the little vase or bottle Mith the 
leaves, and having tied over the top a piece 
of thin muslin or gauze, w'e shall then have 
made all the provision necessary for rearing 
and observing the habits of our caterpillars, 
except that we shall have to supply them 


occasionally with fresh leaves of the same 
species of plant. 

They are at this time quite small, only 
from a quarter to half an inch in length, and 
l€lSs in diameter than an ordinary-sized knit¬ 
ting needle, gaily striped around with yellow, 
black, and w'hite, and near the head arc tu o 
little black knobs, or horns, and a similar, 
though smaller pair, near the tall. They eat 
voraciously, principally late in the afternoon, 
at night, and early in the morning, and their 
growth is very rapid. They molt, or change 
skin, three times before attaining their full 
size. This molting is a very curious process, 
and well worth an hour’s observation, but it 
would occupy too much space here to describe 
the whole niodut operaiuli. Some caterpillars 
change very much in color and general ap¬ 
pearance with each change of skin, but this 
is not the case with the one we are cousder- 
Ing; it remains the same in form and color, 
except that the two pairs of knobs near the 


head and tail lengthen out into slender, black, 
velvety horns, which appear to be very sen¬ 
sitive to touch. I have noticed that if tao 
of these catterplllars happen to come in c<m- 
tact, in the course of their feeding, it seems 
to irritate them very much, if one may Judge 
by the sudden, spiteful Jerks they give, and 
by motions as if they would bite each other. 

In about tu o M eeks or tM eiity day.s from 
hatching, the larva, or caterpillar life of the 
insect, is complete. It is then almost tM o 
inches in length, by a quarter t>f an inch in 
diameter, its body, like the bodies of all cat¬ 
erpillars, is divided into twelve rings, or 
segments, besides the head : the latter i> 
covered by a horny plate, and Its most iiu- 
portant features are its tM'o strong Jaw^, 
M'hich do not, like the Jaws of animals, m(»ve 
up and down, but from side to side ; it has 
an upper and loMcr lip; its antenna? and 
spineret are very short and obscure. The 
first three segments are furnished each M ith 
a pair of black, horny, pointed legs; these 
are the thoracic, or true legs; the sixth, 
seventh, eighth, niuth, and tMclflh segments 
are also provided with broad, fleshy legs, 



Labta.— black, yellow and white. 
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the floor and laughed, and said she would 
knit me a pair of mittens for Christmas. I 
didn't say anything, but I hope she won’t, 
for pity’s sake. 

O, but how g^ndma does lose her specta¬ 
cles ! And I And them for her. She says 
her father always used to lose his spectacles, 
and DOW she does. But the truth is, she 
always lays them right down anywhere. Once 
she put them in a chair, and I said, “ Grand¬ 
ma, liaven’t you a pocket in that dress?” 

And she looked as surprised as anything, 
and said, “ Yes, I believe so. Why?” 

And I said, “ Hadn’t you better put your 
spectacles in your pocket, grandma, and then 
you’ll know where to And them ?” 

And she said I was a little Solomon, and 
she would take my advice, but very soon 
she laid them In her lap, and then got up for 
something, and tliey dropped on the floor, 
and she was just going to step on them, if 1 
hadn’t picked them up. 

I used to take care of grandma’s fire, some¬ 
times. A wood fire is very nice to roast 
apples by, but it is a good deal of trouble. 

One day, as 1 was making a boat, and 
grandma was knitting, and just as I was 
going to fasten in the mast, grandma asked 
me to put a stick of wood on the fire. So I 
put it on, and picked up the coals, and made 
a beautiful fire, and then went back to my 
work again. And just as I had cut out the 
sail, and put a little paste on the edge, and 
was going to stick it to the mast, grandma 
said, “ Harry, put on some more wood for 
grandma.” 

So I had to leave my work again, and the 
sail dropped, and the pasted side stuck on 
my shoe ; but I took it off and made up the 
fire. And then, just as I was painting the 
flag, grandma spoke to me again, and said 
her Are was almost out. I like to take care 
of her fire, of course, but I knew I never 
should get that boat done, so I said to myself, 
‘‘This won’t do. I must make a fire that 
will last awhile.” 

So I put on about eight sticks, I believe. 
Grandma didn’t notice, because she had 
dropped a stitch, but it made a most tre¬ 
mendous blaze. I almost knew she wouldn’t 
like it, and when she saw it she said it would 
set the chimney on fire, and she sent me to 
call Penny. And Penny came and took off 
all but two of the sticks, and dipped them 
into a bucket of water. 

It put them out, but it made a big smoke 
in the room, I can tell you. I had to come 
home then, because it was time for school to 
begin, but grandma wants me to go down 
next Christmas. Well, good bye. 


[August, 

BABY BELLE. 

BY ROSA PEARL.* 

Far away from home and mother 
Wandered Baby Belle- 
Bees and birdies lured her onward. 
Through the mossy dell; 

Talking sweetest baby nonsense, 

Prattling Baby Bell- 
Listening to the birdie stories, 

Such as larks and robins tell. 

Trotting 'mong the sweet, wild roses. 

Oft she stumbled, thrice she fell; 

But the tears had hardly started. 

Ere the hurt was sound and well. 
Lower, lower sink the curtains 
Over Baby's sleepy eyes; 

Why don’t mother seek her darling? 

O how Baby Bella sighs! 

In the deep, sw'eet, purple clover. 

Sank tired Baby Belle, 

Playing with the ferns and mosses. 

Fast asleep she fell. 

So the truant’s mother found her 
In the golden sunset beams. 

While the robing good-night warble 
Mingled with her dreams. 

* Rosa Pearl has been one of Tub Corporal’s 
fast friends for five years; and how old do you 8Ui»- 
pose she was when he first knew her ? O. you could 
never guess. Well, then, she was only Jive; and so 
now, of coarse, she is ten years old, and has written 
‘•Baby Belle.” She used to talk poetry when only six 
years old. Don't you think she will be a poet^ 
some time ?— Editor. 


THE LIFE OF A BUTTERFLY. 

My Dear Little Corporal: You admire but¬ 
terflies, I am sure—who does not ? And you 
have often watched their airy flight from 
flower to flower, and have, no doubt, fre¬ 
quently captured them, after an exciting 
chase over garden and lawn. Perhaps you 
sometimes succeeded in dextrously throwing 
your hat, or a butterfly net, over one, and, 
in that case, it would not be much injured; 
but it is far more likely that, in your eager¬ 
ness to secure the prize, you hastily gras^>ed 
it in your hands, and on opening them found, 
to your dismay, the graceful captive entirely 
ruined; its fragile wings crushed, and its 
brilliant plumes rubbed off, and staining 
your hands with variously-colored pow'der. 
Catching butterflies on the wing is very per¬ 
ilous to their beauty, and if one wishes to 
make a collection, the best plan is to rear 
them from their larva, wiierever the latter 
is known. 

I presume there Is not a member of The 
Little Corporal’s company but what 
knows that the first animate form of a but¬ 
terfly is that of a caterpillar—not unfre- 
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quently a very ugly caterpillar—but few, 
probably, are familiar with the Interesting 
processes by which It develops into its per¬ 
fect, winged state. Its short life, its murvel- 
ons transformations, are an exceedingly in¬ 
teresting study, and will abundantly repay 
any boy or girl, or even “ children of a larger 
growth,'^ for the little trouble of searching 
for and feeding the caterpillars. But where 
to look? do you ask. Well, do any of you 
know the gaily striped and dotted caterpillar, 
that is so destructive to parsley, caraway, 
carrot tops, and other plants of that family ? 
This caterpillar finally becomes one of our 
roost beautiful butterfiies; so does a worm 
that feeds on the sassafras tree, and, in par¬ 
ticular a spiny one, which feeds on willow and 
poplar AUthesemay readily be found. There 
is also a large and handsome butterfly, some 
items of whose history I propose to give in 
this letter, the larv» of which feed ui>on the 
fiimily of milkweeds known as Asclcpiads, 
one species of which, 

Aadtpia* TvberoM^ is 
called butterfly weed; 
whether because its 
leaves furnish fi>od for 
butterfly lar\'», or be¬ 
cause its gay blossoms 
resemble in color the 
wings of the perfect 
insect, I cannot tell; 
there is doubtless some 
connection. 

If wc examine the leaves of these plants 
about the middle of May, we may be fortu¬ 
nate enough to discover, on the under side 
of a leaf, two or three creamy-white eggs, 
at)Out the size of a pin head, not round, but, 
under the microscope, cone shaped, and ele¬ 
gantly ridged, with the base tlriuly attached 
to the leaf. But these eggs are so inconspic¬ 
uous, and so curcfully hidden, that they are 
seldom found, even by professed entomolo¬ 
gists, SO we shall very likely overlook them. 
In a few days, however, the young cater¬ 
pillars will be noticeable enough, and, having 
found a plant upon which two or three are 
busily feeding, we cut the stalk and carry it 
in the house, placing it in water in some 
small vessel. Tiien, as a substitute for a 
regular insect cage, we take a large, wide- 
tupped, glass Jar, and having sifted a little 
dry earth over the bottom, we place inside 
of this the little vase or bottle with the 
l»-aves, and having tied over the top a piece 
of thin muslin or gauze, we shall then have 
made all the provision necessary for rearing 
and ob**erviiig the habits of our caterpillars, 
except that wc shall have to supply them 


occasionally with fresh leaves of the same 
species of plant. 

They are at this time quite small, only 
from a quarter to half an inch in length, and 
Isbs in diameter than an ordinary-sized knit¬ 
ting needle, gaily striped around with yellow, 
black, and white, and near the bead are two 
little black knobs, or horns, and a similar, 
thongb smaller pair, near the tall. They eat 
voraciously, principally late in the afternoon, 
at night, and early in the morning, and their 
growth Is very rapid. They molt, or change 
skin, three times before attaining their full 
size. This molting is a very curious process, 
and well worth an hour's observation, but it 
would occupy too much space here to describe 
the w hole rnodus i^peraiuli. Some caterpillars 
change very much In color and general ap¬ 
pearance with each change of skin, but this 
is not the case with the one we are cousder- 
ing; it remains the same in form and color, 
except that the two pairs of knobs near the 


head and tail lengthen out into slender, l)lack, 
velvety lioms, which appear to bo very sen¬ 
sitive to touch. I have noticed that if two 
of these catterpillars hapiH*n to come in con¬ 
tact, in the course of their feeding, it seems 
to irritate them very much, if one may Judge 
by the sudden, spiteful Jerks they give, and 
by motions as if they would bite each other. 

In about two weeks or twenty days from 
hatching, the lar\ u, or caterpillar life of the 
Insect, is complete. It is then aliiio.'^t two 
inches in length, by a quarter «>f an inch in 
diameter, its body, like tlie l>odies of all eat- 
erpillars, is divided into twelve rings, or 
segments, besides the head ; the latter is 
covered by a horny plate, and its most im¬ 
portant features are its tw<» strong Jaws, 
which do not, like the Jaw.sof animals, imo c 
up and down, but from side to side ; it has 
an upper and lower lip; its auteimie and 
spiueret are very short and obscure. Tlie 
first three segments are furnished each with 
a pair of black, horny, pointed legs; these 
are the thoracic, or true legs; the sixth, 
seventh, eighth, ninth, and twelfth segments 
are also ]>ro\ided with broad, tleshy legs, 



Labva.—«, black, yellow and white. 
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called Prologs. Each segment is marked repeated efforts, succeeds in attaching itself 
with broad stripes of yellow, black, and by a little, shining point, or handle, to the 
white, and, as has been mentioned, the sec- knot of silk previously prepared for it. It 
ond and eleventh are eaeh ^ ‘ “'^ch lengtliened out, 

adorned with a jiair of ^nd the upper portion is ringed, and has 

slender,black horns, turn- quite a worm-like appearance, but as soon as 

ed forward. it is securely fastened, the segments begin to 

If we would overcome contract, and at the end of an hour or two 

our unfounded aversion there may be seen, hanging from the glass or 

to anything in the shape i ^ stem, the most beautiful little casket imag- 

of a “ crawling worm,” inable, of a delicate green color, with a band 

we should doubtless pro- ;■ • of black and gold near the upper end, and 

nounce this caterpillar studded here and there with dots of gold, 

very pretty. At any rate, that glitter like jewels. This dainty object 

its next stage of existenee chiiybalib.— CWor*. chrymlis —the prettiest one w ith whieh 

cannot fail to excite the black, green, and are familiar. 

admiration of even the most prejudiced ; for From this time for about two weeks there 
it is at this period that one of its most sincr- is no motion, or chana^e in appearance. But 



Imaoo.— C*Wo/'4i. orua^e, wUllc, Aiid bi<4Ctv. 


ular and interesting transformations takes while, outwardly, all Is lifeless and still, 
place. The caterpillar now ceases to feed, wdthin the casket unseen agencies are actively 
and wanders restlessly over the sides of its at work, effecting transformations at which 
cage, or up and dowm the stems of its food we may well marvel. Just before the per- 
plant. feet insect emerges, the chrysalis becomes 

At length, when a suitable position is quite dark colored, then the shell bursts 
found, it commences spinning a sort of loose open with a little snap, and the butterfly 
web, for an inch or more all around itself, comes forth. At first he docs not give much 
In the center of this it makes a strong knot promise of the active, airy rover he afler- 
of the silk; when this is finished it suspends w ards becomes ; his wings are small and 
itself by the last pair of legs, just below it. crumpled, his legs are weak, and his body 
Here the caterpillar hangs for from twelve heavy with moisture. But he clings to his 
to tw'cnty-four hours, with its head down chrysalis shell, his body dries, his legs and 
and partly curled under. At the proper antenna? straighten out, his velvet wings grad- 
time it begins to wriggle and jerk itself ually inflate, and very soon he poises himself 
about, and presently the skin bursts open on for flight, and, if not confined, unccrcmoni- 
the back, near the head, and a most singu- ously deserts us for the open sunshine and the 
lar-looking object, of a pale, transparent sweets of the garden. The wings of this 
green color, is pushed out. It has neither butterfly often measure from three and a 
head, nor feet, nor horns, nor any of the half to four inches from tip to tip. They 
organs that belonged to the caterpillar, but are of a rich, orange-browm color, with bor- 
it is capable of violent motion, and rapidly dcr and veins of black ; the border and upper 
works off the caterpillar skin, and after portion of front wings being dotted with 

Digitized by Google 


1870] 


51 


The Little Corporal Magazine, 


white The body is black, dotted with 
w'hite, and somewhat hairy. Ttiis is one of 
the class of butterflies which use only four 
legs, the first pair being small and kept 
closely folded up against the breast, or tho¬ 
rax. The name of this insect is Datum Ar- 
cMppua ; it is commonly called the Archippus 
Butterfly. 

What a beautifiil creature it is, though it 
does not boast as great variety of colors as 
some others It seems almost cruel to take 
its life, yet, if we wish to preserve it in the 
freshness of its colors, we must kill it as soon 
as its wings are thoroughly expanded. The 
quickest snd best way to do this is to touch 
it on the under side of its body with a little 
brush dipped In chloroform. When it is dead 
put a pin through the thorax, a quarter of 
an Inch back of the head and fasten it firmly 
to a block, and extend the wings in any way 
you chooso. 

I think there are two broods of these but¬ 
terflies every summer, and am sure that the 
caterpillar may be found in May, and again 
in July The latest hatched butterflies win¬ 
ter over, sheltered in comers and crevices. 

I kept two of these butterflies nearly three 
weeks, one fall, on a window, feeding them 
every day from a teaspoon a drop or two of 
sweetened water. They made very unique 
and interesting pets, and became quite tame. 
But one warm day some one inadvertantly 
opened the window, and they both escaped, 
and eluded all attempts at capture. 

Marie Estelle. 


DAISY’S EYES. 

BT F. B. H. 

Six years old is Daisy, 
Flaxen is her hair. 

And her eyes 
Are blue as skies. 

When the spring is fitlr. 
Wondering eyes. 

Wide with sweet surprise; 
Timid, lonely. 
Laughter-brimming eyes! 
In them lies 
Mischief, half hid only. 
Loving eyes of Daisy! ^ 
Loved eyes. 

Will the years 
That may be thine. 

Pill with tears 
Those orbs that shine 
With so happy light 
Like twin stars on me? 
May such blight 
Ne’er be to thee given. 
Unto heaven 
Daisy, God keep thee. 


THE MYSTERIOUS DOOR! 

BY MRS. M O. KEN!9EDY. 

Now it was not mysterious because it was 
a secret door, like those we sometimes read 
about, so sklllftilly concealed that the wisest 
of men would never dream that a door was 
biding away there, only waiting for a magical 
touch of some cunningly-contrived spring 
to fly open and reveal lt« existence. 

O no! it was by no means a secre t door. 
On the contrary, it occupied a very conspic¬ 
uous position on the front of the house, 
being colored a bright red, (coral color, I 
should call it,) and opening in the middle, 
like folding doors, disclosed two long rows 
of ivory columns in the vestibule 

But dear me! if I haven’t begun in the 
middle of my story; and now I shall have 
to go all the way back, and l>egin properly 
at the “Once upon a time," or else you will 
never know there is a story at all, will you ? 

Well, then, once upon a time, a little girl 
sat curled up in the broad window sill, try¬ 
ing to read in the fast-waning twilight. Tiie 
outside of the book which she held was 
gorgeous with red and gold, and, as she 
turned the leaves, you could catch glimpses, 
here and there, of beautifully-colored pic¬ 
tures. 

“ Amy, Amy," called her mother. 

But Amy did not stir, excepting to hold 
her book closer to the window, to catch the 
faint rays of light. 

" Amy," said her mother, again, " you 
will ruin your eyes, my child." 

“ I can see just as well as can be," said 
Amy, in a petulant tone. 

" That is impossible, my dear. Put away 
your book until the gas Is lighted." 

“ O, mamma ! Pm right in the middle of 
the most splendid fairy story, and I want to 
see what the queen of the fairies called the 
meeting about." 

And Amy kept on trying to read. Pres¬ 
ently her mamma came behind hCT, and 
laying her hand on the book drew it gently 
away. 

** Let my book alone! What did you do 
that for?" asked Amy, very crossly. 

“ Remember whom you are speaking to, 
Amy. I would not have taken your book, 
if you had closed it some minutes ago, when 
I told you to do so." 

“ Then why can’t the gas be lit right 
away ?" said Amy, still more crossly. 

"A little girl who speaks in that tone to 
her mamma, should sit in the dark awhile, 
until she feels how much it hurts her mamma 
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to hear it. lam afraid the fairies are doing 
you no good, Amy; you will make me sorry 
that Aunt Fanny gave you the book. You 
have been so absorbed in it, all the afternoon, 
that half the time you have not answered at 
all, when 6iK>ken to; and the other half, 
have been cross because you were interrupt¬ 
ed. Now you may stay here alone until tea 
is ready, dnd see whether you have done 
your part toward fulfilling the text you 
learned last Sunday, and w&a going to take 
for a motto all the week. What was it?” 

“ I will take heed to my ways, that I sin 
not with my tongue,” said Amy, reluctantly 
But, though the words were correct, the 
tone showed the discord within. 

Her mother left the room ; and Amy drew 
her little rocking chair close up to the 
grate, and commenced rocking violently 
backw'ard and forward. 

‘‘ I don’t care,” thought she, as she brought 
her feet down with a heavy thump each time 
” I don’t care, a single bit; it’s always the 
way; I never cau do anything I want to; 
and then, if I say the least word there’s such 
a fuss about it. Well, I’m sure I don’t 
care 1” 

But, notw ithstanding these repeated asser¬ 
tions, she did cure, as, even while she was 
rocking off her passion, something within 
her kept saying over and over, ” TteQl take 
heed tp my ivays, that I sin not toUh my tonyue 
and the simple but earnest words with which 
both her mother and teacher had sought to 
Impress it on her, would come into her 
mind. 

Gradually the rocking became slower and 
slower, and at last ceased altogether; and, 
as Amy sat gazing at the glow ing coals in 
the grate, the words of her text and the 
wonderful fairy tales which she hud been 
reading mingled together in a strange, misty 
sort of way. 

”0 dear,” she thought, “I wish there 
were fairies now-a-days. How I’d like to 
sec one. Wish they’d make me a present; 
or, better still, I wish they would give me 
something to take care of, like Fairy Titania 
did the little girl in the book. I’d be more 
careful than she w as, I know; my ! but 
wouldn’t I ” — 

‘‘ Amy, Amy !” called a soft voice, just as 
her mother had called her, some tune before, 
but in a very musical tone. 

This time Amy looked around, but her 
mother had long ago left the room, so she 
thought she was mistaken; but the voice 
called again, ” Amy.” 

She heard it now, plain enough, sure. 
Topsy, the big, black cat, was sound asleep 


on the rug; Beauty and Singer, the two 
canaries, were dozing safely on their perches, 
a solitary lily on a little table by the window 
w'as nodding its head drow sily ; but she dls 
tlnctly heard, again, ” Amy! Amt !” 

The voice seemed to come from the grate. 
Why I could it be ? Was it possible the 
fairies had heard her ? 

” Dear me I how much that little coal on 
top looks like Titania, with a crown on, too, 
and a little scepter in her 

” Amy, we have held a meeting, and have 
determined to make you a present on account 
of your name ” 

“My name?” said Amy, wonderingly, 
looking right at the top coal, w'hlch glowed 
and snapped almost right in her face 

“Yes. A man who wrote a great deal 
about us once said, ‘^Tiat’s in a name?’ 
But we fairies believe in names, and, as 
yours happens to be Amy, which, I suppose 
you know', means ‘ Beloved,’ we take it for 
granted that you must also be loving and 
lovely ” 

Here Amy winced as if something had 
stung her , but the fairy, or whatever it wa&, 
went on, 

“ And so we have concluded to conri'k' a 
sacred trust to your keeping.” 

Here Amy straightened herself up, and 
looked very proud and self-confident. 

“A great prince has given us a beautiful 
house for you—” 

“ A house! A whole house all for me ?” 

“Be quiet!” snapped the coal, with a 
force w'hich sent the sparks fiying in all di¬ 
rections. “Yes; a whole house! But it is 
still to l)clong to the prince, only it will lx* 
called yours. You will be responsible for 
it, and arc to keep it in the very best oi^er.” 

“O, I’ll Ixj’sponsible , and I’ll take the 
greatest care.” 

The coal glow ed a still deeper and brighter 
red, and was silent. 

“Go on; oh! go on,” begged Amy, “1 
won’t interrupt again; only tell me what I 
am to do.” 

“ How can I tell you, if you talk all the 
time ? You will have more to do than I can 
stop just now to tell you; but what will 
probably keep you more busy, and give you 
mure trouble than anything else, Is to attend 
to the front door.” 

“ Dear me ; that’s easy enough,” was al 
most on Amy’s lips, but she remembered in 
time, and w as silent. 

He then described the appearance of the 
door, as I have already told it to you. Amy 
almost held her breath, for fear she would 
lo>e a w ord, as he went on to say, 
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“ This door opens with a spring, from a 
room in the middle of the house, and If you 
keep the spring rubbed up bright, and well 
oiled, you will have no trouble, for the door 
can’t be opened from the outside, at all.” 

“ ni be sure and keep the door shut tight 
all the time,” said Amy. 

‘* That’s just exactly what you must not 
do,” said the voice, this time not noticing 
the interruption. ” There are times when it 
should be opened wide, and times when it 
should be shut tight. Now don’t go to 
doing the wrong thing at the wrong time. 
And yon must be very careful, too, what 
you allow to go out of the door; for, once 
out, ever such a little way, and a coach and 
six horses couldn’t put anything back again.” 

”0 dear! however shall I know what is 
right about it ? I guess, Miss Fairy, you had 
better let some one else take care of the 
house.” 

“Thank you,” said the fairy, coldly, 
“ but you wanted to be trusted with some¬ 
thing to take care of, and now you have it. 
It is too late to change matters; and the 
prince will require a strict account, too.” 

“O dear! O dear!” faltered Amy, “I’ll 
never in the world know what to do 1” 

“ Stupid !” snarled the coal, “ did you 
suppose the prince would set you a task and 
not show you how to do it ? He is always 
ready to help those who really w ant him to. 
When you get into trouble you can send 
him word, and get an answer quicker than 
you could send a telegram from Chicago to 
New York. Besides, he has sent you a book 
of directions, which you are to read care- 
frilly, and mind every word of; there’s a 
rule in it for everything that can possibly 
turn up. You will find it on your table when 
you go up to bed. It has a handsome, ma¬ 
roon velvet cover, gilt edges, and your uame 
on the clasp.” 

“ Why, that’s just like my Bible, and that’s 
on my table.” 

“ Another thing, the Prince has been kind 
enough to leave in an inner room a beautiful 
singing bird, and you will always know by 
its joyful or sorrowful tune, whether you 
have tended the door aright.” 

“ Oh! How I would like to see it.” 

“That you can never do. A nice time 
you would have, truly, if you were to let it 
out! No ; you can always hear it. If you’ll 
take the trouble of listening, but you must 
never expect to see it. You will enter into 
possession immediately, so success to you, 
and good night.” 

And the red cheek of the coal grew paler 
and paler, until the bright flush had all died 


out, and left only a dull, pale-looking cinder. 
Amy leaned back in her rocking chair and 
shut her eyes, to “ have a good think,” in 
this new and strange state of affairs. But, 
somehow, her thoughts went back to the 
last Sabbath, when, standing by her teach¬ 
er’s side, she had repeated her text so glibly, 
and with such a confident feeling that she 
w’as going to keep it. Every little thing 
that she had said or done since that seemed 
just as if it was alive, and was talking to 
her. She was just thinking of how she had 
told some of the girls how she w'os going to 
“ take heed to her ways, that she sinned not 
with her mouth,” when she was startled by 
a sweet but sorrowful voice, singing a sad 
song, of which the chorus was, 

“Never boast, never, never boast.’* 

She looked over at the cage, but Singer 
and Beauty were still asleep; so she settled 
herself again, and thought what pretty new 
hymns they had learned, and how much she 
liked “ Because He loved me so,” wiien the 
bird sang out, right joyfully this time, 

“ Praise God, IVom whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him, all creatures here below.” 

Somehow this made her remember how, 
during prayer, and even while she repeated 
the words out loud, she had wondered 
whether her mamma w'ould buy her a white 
hat, with a blue feather like Annie Moore’s; 
and how much prettier hA- green and blue 
plaid was, than Minnie Wells’ scarlet and 
black, she was startled to hear the bird sing 
plainly, 

“ God does not care for what 1 say. 

Unless I feel It, too.” 

Then her language to her mother, that 
very evening, seemed to hiss in her cars, like 
serpents* tongues, “ Disobedient words, dis¬ 
respectful words, unkind, undutiful, hasty 
words.” Her heart seemed to sink down, 
down, like a lump of lead, as she heard her¬ 
self say, as she often had, when excited, 
“Mercy on us! good gracious!” and one 
time, that she never forgot, “ Good Lord !” 
Sad as a funeral march the mysterious bird 
wailed out, 

“ Hnsh, little Christian child. 

Speak not that holy name I 
Not in thy passion wild. 

Not in thy sportive game; 

For the great Lord of all 
Heareth each word we say. 

He will remember it. 

At the great Judgment day.” 

Amy did not like that at all, it made her 
flesh creep, as she sometimes said, so she 
tried to think of something pleasanter, and 
it happened to be the temperance meeting 
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she was at, the evening before, where they 
sang, 

“ No strong drink shall pass our Ups, 
lie’s In danger who but sips.** 

Then the birdie changed his tune and 
began to smg out right luerrrily, and mer¬ 
rier still w'hcn Amy hummed the w'ords of 
the three-fold pledge she l^ad signed, 

“ I promse not to buy drink, sell, or give 
Intoxicating liquors while I live; 

From all tobacco I’ll abstain. 

And never take God’s name In vain.” 

But dear me ! They say a drowning man 
thinks in a single minute of all that he has 
done in all the years of his life. It seemed 
just so to Amy, and I couldn’t begin to tell 
of all the tunes the wonderful bird sang, 
changing from merry to sad, and back again, 
continually. How loudly it whistled “ Kind 
words can never die,” and “ Never be afraid 
to speak for Jesus, think how much a word 
can do and with what force, and how* 
often, it chanted, 

” Kcho not an angry word, 

Think how often you have erred.” 

And how it warbled over and over “Fitly 
spoken words,” etc., and scores of others. 
But I must tell you of how a whole choir 
seemed to ring nut the joyful chorus, 

“To sing His love and mercy 
My sweetest songs I’ll raise. 

And though I cannot sec Him, 

I know He hears my praise 1 
For He has kindly promised 
That I shall surely go 
To sing among Ills angels. 

Because He loves me so.” 

And all the bells in the city, in the country, 
in the world, seemed to join in, and ring out 
in glad rejoicing, 

“ Because He loves me so 

when some one shook Amy’s chair, rather 
rudtiy, it must be confessed, and she ojK^ned 
her eyes to And—her little brother, with the 
tea bell in his hand, w’hich he had been 
ringing in iter ear! 

“ Ain’t you never coming to supper, Amy ? 
It’s been ready a long time, and I’ve rung 
the bell most a dozen times.” 

Amy’s head and ears almost bore witness 
to that, but, strange to relate, she didn’t say 
a single cross word, but only, 

“ Oh ! Johnny, isn’t that a little ’zagger- 
atiouV The door ought to have been shut, 
that time.” 

“’Twas shut, was the reason you didn’t 
hear the bell, I s’peet.” 

But Amy smiled, and said, “I did not 
mean the sitting room door.” 

All tea time “ Chatterbox Am}%” as her 


papa called her, w as very silent, for she was 
thinking, sorrowfully, 

“ Can I ever tend the house, and keep the 
door right ?” 

All at once it came to her, like a peal from 
the joy bells, what the fairy coal had said to 
her about the book of directions, and how 
she might send a message to the Prince ; so 
she made up her mind quickly, then, what 
she would do. She found the book, just as 
she had been told, and she found, also, plenty 
of rules that just suited her. Ail she wanted 
now w as help to keep them ; and this is the 
message she sent the Prince that very night, 
before she w ent to bed: 



How many of you can read it ? And CAn 
you tell when the door is to be opened and 
when shut ? Write to The Little Cokpo- 
RAL, and tell me what you think about it. 


OUR BABY’S GRAVE. 

BY DAVID D. HUDSON. 

Round moon, round moon, 
Sailing in the skies. 

Shed down soft beams 
Where our baby lies. 

Night winds, night winds, 
Piling leaves in heaps. 

Breathe in low' tones 
Where our baby sleeps. 

White cross, white cross. 
Gleaming in the light. 

Guard our child's grave, 
Tlirough the dreary night. 

Cool dew, cool dew, 

Dripping on the stone. 

Shine like diamonds 
O'er his slumber lone. 

Spring flowers, spring flowers. 
Bursting through the sod, 

Lilt your sweet cups 
From his grave to God. 

Sweet birds, sweet birds. 

Gone to sleep at even. 

Sing w hen day dawns. 

For our babe’s in heaven. 
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THE LITTLE GENTLEMAN IN THE 
VELVET COAT. 

BY C. B. HATHAWAY. 

I will Introduce you to a charming Euro¬ 
pean gentleman, and trust you will And the 
acquaintance to your mutual advantage, 1 
prophesy, however, it will be a very one¬ 
sided friendship, for, although the gentlemiin 
wears a velvet coat, and belongs to a good 
family, his habits are very remarkable, and 
he has but little intercourse with young 
people. 

He differs vastly, In his tastes, from you 
and I, preferring even a rainy season, such 
as that of last summer, to a dry one. When 
the rain falls in heavy showers he rejoices. 
Now one would think he must love to see 
the treasures which the rain brings us; that 
he would delight in the diamonds which fall 
from the dripping leaves ; that he w'ould sail 
a boat in the stream, w^hen it is calm, or 
skip stones on the lake ; or water his house 
plants; or clean out his cistern; or do some¬ 
thing that other people do. Not so. He loves 
the rain because he is—thirsty! He starts 
out in his velvet coat, which never lets the 
water or the wind touch his skin, and then 
he—drinks! Another reason why he cares 
so little for the pretty rain drops, and the 
light of the sunbeams on them, is, he cannot 
see very well; the little gentleman has such 
very small eyes that many think him blind. 
8o I suppose he does not think it worth 
while to look about him much, though he is 
a great traveler, taking long Journeys by 
water, always preferring to swim, rather 
than cross a bridge. He never drives. You 
should see his magnificent house. As eccen¬ 
tric in that as in everything else, he builds 
his house an entire basement. It contains a 
great, central so/on, and numerous arches, 
supported by pillars, but all is under ground. 
He is a timid little man, and has many means 
of entrance and egress to and from his 
dwelling, so that in case of surprise from an 
enemy, he may easily effect a retreat. 
Though I should think he might always do 
that readily enough, for he is his own mason 
and carpenter, and in almost an incredibly 
short time he could build a new stronghold. 

I suspect it is on account of his wife and 
children he is afraid, for he is of a very fierce 
disposition. Though he is very industrious, 
as you may see from his being his own archi¬ 
tect and builder, he still has so much leisure 
that he sleeps half the time. 

Perhaps you do that, too ? 

Yes, but you divide the time differently. 


This little gentleman lies down in his velvet 
coat for three hours, and then labors for three 
again. 

Should you like to do that ? I am sorry 
to say, some boys of his own country make 
“ game ” of him. If they knew how much 
good his cellars and sub-cellars do sometimes, 
they would not be so thoughtless. 

I have spoken of his “ love of drink,” but 
not yet of his food. He lives on a fellow 
worker, though he is not at all a cannibal, 
as his food is not related to him, except that 
their labors have the same relation to man¬ 
kind. His food la tcorww, which he skins 
before eating. One can thus be dainty, yet 
subsist upon worms! 

You begin to suspect that you are not en¬ 
tirely unacquainted with this gentleman in 
the velvet coat, do you not ? Although you 
do not know himself, yet his 
Cbtmn,” the stirew molt\ is probably quite 
familiar to you all. 

Moles and worms bring to the surface the 
earth which lies far beneath, thereby pro- 
viding nourishment for the seed, when plant¬ 
ed. They arc untiring workers, and are so 
numerous that they enect what man could 
scarcely attempt. 

When you reflect upon what I have told 
you of the European mole, you will find him 
possessed of many virtues, and I hojHj you 
will be willing to accept him for a friend, 
though he is but six inches in length. 



FRIGHTENED BIRDS. 


BY HRS. XARY B. O. BLADE. 

“Hush! hush! sold littU* bmwn thruf‘h. 

To her mate on the nest in the elder bush. 

“ Keen Htill! don‘t open your bill! 

There 8 a boy coming bird-nesting over the hill. 
Ia*i go your wings oiit so, 

That not an egg nor the nest shall show. 

Cliee! chee! it seems to me 

I'm as frightened as ever a bir<l can be!" 

Then, still, with a quivering bill. 

They watched the boy out of sight o’er the hill. 
Ah! then, in the branches again. 

Their glad song rang over vale and glen. 

Oh ! oh! if that boy could know 

How glad they were w'hen they saw him go, 

Say, say, do you think next day 
He could possibly steal those eggs away ? 
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BroDY. 

BY M. H. K. 


Bess was ont in the summer house, playing 
with her dolls, when her Brother Dick came 
running in, very red in the face, talking very 
fast. “ Say, Bess, gramma’s come, an’ she’s 
brought you som^n’. Come an’ see what.” 

Bess jumped up in such a hurry that she 
upset the dolls’ tea table, and left the dolls 
themselves lying in a state of pitiable help¬ 
lessness upon their faces, and scattered the 
tea things about in dire confusion. 

‘‘/(to hope it’s that croquet set,” she said. 
Now, Bess had all manner of playthings ; 
books, dolls, dishes, and the like, all more 
or less soiled and broken, but she did not 
have what she thought she most desired—a 
croquet set. 

It was her own fault, too, for her mother 
often said that the child should have it in a 
moment, only she knew very well how it 
would be. Bess was so careless that before 
the end of the first week she would get tired 
of it, and then the mallets would get broken 
and the balls lost; so she had to make the 
best of it. Besides, if Bess had saved out of 
her mouth’s allowance of spending money, 
which she wasted on every occasion, she 
would^have had enough to have bought two 
or three croquet sets. 

Then Miss Bessie wrote to grandmother, 
and told her how much she wanted it, confi¬ 
dently expecting that the kind old lady would 
gratify her. But she was mistaken; grand¬ 
mother had another plan. 

She threw her arms around the dear old 
lady’s neck and kissed her. After they had 
talked awhile she said, 

‘‘ Bessie, my dear, I have brought you 
something. Go out on the porch, and lift 
the lid of my wHlow basket and see what it 
is. I know you will be pleased.” 

Bess knew very well that wicket and mal¬ 
lets could hardly be carried in a willow bas¬ 
ket, and she went out rather laggingly. But 
sl)e lifted up the lid of the basket, and there, 
in the coziest, cunningest of nests, was a 
plump, little, snow-white hen, about which 
cuddled twelve little, downy chickens. 
These were Bessie’s present. She was really 
pleased, and they were so pretty that she 
forgot her disappointment. Pretty soon 
grandmother came out, and said to her, 

“ Bessie, that is Mrs. Biddy and her family 
I have brought them to you as a present, 
although I knew you would rather have had 
something else.” Bess blushed and looked 
ashamed, but her grandmother, pretending 


not to notice it, went on. “ Listen to me, 
Bessie ; Biddy has here twelve chicken^ you 
will probably raise eight or ten of incm. 
Against next year, then, these will have 
broods of their own, to say nothing of the 
eggs you will sell during the winter, when 
they bring such a high price. Then, when 
next summer comes, and you still think you 
want the croquet set, you will have enough 
of your own money to get it. I could and 
would have brought it to you, but I want 
you to learn to depend upon, and get things, 
for yourself. It will do you good. You will 
have to wait awhile, but you will ci^joy your 
pleasure all the more when it does come.” 

Bess swallowed a big lump in her throat, 
and tried to squeeze back two stubborn tears 
that would drop, and then went oflT very 
cheerfully to get some bread crumbs for her 
new pets. 

After a while Mrs. Biddy grew very tame; 
her brood thrived and grew very ugly ; first, 
the disagreeable-looking pin feathers came 
out, then their necks grew long and their 
legs grew long in proportion, and they prom¬ 
enaded the lawn, looking very gawky^ as 
Dick said, and very melancholy and hungry. 
Bess was delighted with them, and thought 
that they were the most beautiful things she 
ever saw ; grasshoppers and crickets seemed 
to agree with them, for, wonderful to tell, 
not one of the twelve died. And, finally, 
when they grew up to be sedate hens and 
dignified roosters, her satisfaction was com¬ 
plete. 

One Saturday Bess sent to the city a basket 
of eggs, and that afternoon she dropped into 
her savings bank the first dollar she ever 
earned. Nothing she had ever had gave her 
so much pleasure as that dollar, and that 
was only the first. 

Early the next spring Mrs. Biddy came off 
with another brood, and six of the other 
hens did the same, these grew rapidly, and 
were readily sold. 

One day grandmother came to visit them 
again, and Bess concluded that it was tune to 
count her money. Dick got behind her 
chair, grandmother put on her spectacles to 
help, and her mother listened lyhile Bess 
counted : 

” One, two, three, five, seven, twelve dol¬ 
lars and fifty cents. Why, grandmother, the 
croquet set won’t cost half of that—I’ll have 
six dollars over, for seed, as papa always 
says. And I earned it all myself, too, I 
never was so pleased.” 

Grandmother smiled, and said, in a kind 
voice, 

“You’ll find, my dear child, if you live 
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very long, that few things you get will give 
you as much real pleasure as that which you 
get yourself. Learn to depend upon your¬ 
self and others will help you. You see, now, 
how it has been. I should have brought you 
the set at once, but your mother wrote and 
told me not to do so, as it would be money ^ 
thrown away, you were getting so careless 
and wasteful. I thought it would be a good 
chance to teach you a lesson, and I see that 
you have learned it; you are more tidy, and 
more careful. Now kiss me, and w-e’!! write 
a letter and order the croquet set.” 

They went into the library and wrote a 
very dignified letter, which Bess sealed, 
backed, and carried to the post office herself. 
Two days afterward came the box, marked 
in b!g, black letters, 

Miss Bsssra Gbxt, 

Cleverdale. 

It was the happiest day of Bessie’s life, and 
she kissed Biddy’s smooth, white feathers 
with unaffected gratitude. 

Papa put the wickets up, and that evening 
there was a tea party—a surprise for Bess. 
They played all the afternoon; when evening 
came they were ready with keen appetites 
to appreciate the dainty supper Mrs. Grey 
prepared. 

I am certain that of all things she ever 
possessed, except Biddy, Bess never epjoyed 
anything as much as she did the croquet set 
—simply because it took an efibrt to get it, 
and she made the effort herself. 

1 must not forget to say that Biddy’s chil¬ 
dren and grandchildren grew up and were 
sold, while the plump little hen grew' plumper 
and tamer every day. She would follow 
Bess about like a dog, and would fiy upon 
the back of her chair for her dinner. And 
as far as can be seen, she seems to promise 
to reach a dignified and happy old age. 


TOMMY’S FOURTH OF JULY. 


FOR THE WEB ONES.—BY PRUDT. 

Billy knew all about it. Billy had three 
big brothers, and his father kept a livery 
stable; so of course he knew most things. 
It was Billy that told Tommy, for the blessed 
little heathen couldn’t remember that he 
had ever heard of Fourth of July. To be 
sure there bad only been four of them in 
Tommy’s calendar, and the last two of those 
he had spent, with mamma, out at Grandma 
Bancroft’s; and grandma hated torpedoes and 
fire crickers as heartily as she loved Tommy, 
80 there were plenty of nuts, and candies, 


and frosted cakes, but not a .'^park of gun¬ 
powder. 

“Hoi” said Billy, “I've Vieen to more’n 
fifty Fourth o’ Julys, and they always have 
fire crackers and torpedoes; that's what it’s 
for, and to drink lemonade and sody.” 

“ I don’t like sody,” said Tommy, doubt¬ 
fully ; “once late some out of a little box, 
and it wasn’t sugar.” And Tommy made a 
wry face. 

“ ’Tain’t that kind,” said Billy; “ they 
squirt it out of a machine, and it all goes up 
into a pUe, like shavin’ soap, and you wink 
3 "our eyes shut and jest swaller, without 
stoppln’ to taste, 1 tell you it's bully.” 

“ Y-e-e-s,” said Tommy, winking very fast 
and trying to imagine the operation. 

“ You get your Uncle Jim to buy you some 
fire crackers,” counseled Billy, “ and we’ll 
fire ’em off, to-morrer.” 

Tommy w as a little uncertain about the 
result, for he had a general impression that 
his mamma didn’t approve of fire or gun¬ 
powder; but that evening, as they sat at 
tea, he opened the subject. 

“Uncle Jim,” said he, gravely, “did you 
know to-morrow w'as a Forf ’n July 

“ Is it ?” said Uncle Jim, “ are they going 
to have one this year f’ 

“ An’ Billy likes sody 'n w ater; you mix 
it up wld .shavin’s, and ^hut your eyes, and 
it’s—it’s—bully,” said Tommy, innocently. 

“ Tommy Bancroft,” said mamma, with a 
look of horror, “ where do you Icam such 
words ?” 

“Billy told me that,” said Tommy, com¬ 
placently. “ Billy knows lots of funny 
words.” 

“ Evil communications corrupt good man¬ 
ners,” said Uncle Jim, sipping his tea. 

“An’ Billy says you'd ought to buy me 
some fire crackers,” said Tommy; “will 
you. Uncle Jim ?” 

“Ask mamma,” said Uncle Jim, with a 
funny twinkle in his eye. 

“O, Tommy, I’m afraid,” said mamma. 

“Hoi” said Tommy, “I ain’t ’frald, 'tall. 
I darest to fire a gun.” • 

“ Well, we’ll see al)out it when papa comes 
home,” said mamma, and that was just as 
good to Tommy as a promise. 

The fact was, that mamma, and papa, 
and Uncle Jim had discussed this question 
of fire works, and the two gentlemen had 
stoutly maintained that Tommy was old 
enough to be trusted with the delights of 
celebrating the Fourth in regular boy fashion, 
and, after a good deal of protesting, mamma 
had yielded the point And the reason papa 
was not at tea that very moment, was that 
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he had stopped on his way home to lay in a 
bountiful supply of crackers, torpedoes, 
grasshoppers, and other delightful things, 
which all lx)y8 know the names of better than 
I do. When Tommy went to bed they Avere 
safely reposing in a big, square box, on the 
shelf of the hall closet, and behind the 
door Avas a queer, long bundle, that mamma 
herself did not know about, containing 
splendid rockets and roman candles. 

“ It is only once a year,” said papa, “ and 
I mean to make it a glorious day to him.” 
But priA'ately I don’t miud telling you that 
papa liked torpedoes and sky rockets as aa cII 
as a boy, and so did Uncle Jim. 

The racket began right after midnight, 
with all sorts of banging, and cracking, and 
popping, and fizzing, but Tommy slept the 
sleep of the blessed, and only AA aked at sun¬ 
rise, Avith a AA'hole broadside of crackers from 
the alley, sent ofi!* as a salute by his friend 
Billy. 

“Somebody’s a shootin*,” said Tommy, 
opening his eA^es AA’idc in an instant. “ Oh ! 
it’s Forf ’n July !” 

It Avas hard dressing a boy in such a tre¬ 
mor of excitement, and he wanted to set fire 
to his Avhole assortment, and send them oflT 
at a crash ; but he AA'as finally obliged to con¬ 
tent himself, until after breakfast, Avith a 
package of torpedoes, with which hestrcAA’ed 
the piazza and the front step-s, and kept up 
a constant snapping and cracking 

“ Now', Tommy,” said papa, after break¬ 
fast, “I’ll show you how to fire your 
crackers.” 

So papa showed Tommy, and then Uncle 
Jim showed him, and then papa shoAved him 
again, and then Uncle Jim did ; and so they 
kept showing him, until mamma was half 
distracted, and the Avhole house smelled like 
a battle field. 

All the time Billy had been squeezing his 
face through the alley gate, longing to come 
in, but not quite daring to A enturc, for the 
lost time he had put in an appearance at the 
house, Bridget had promptly seized him by 
a conA'cnient superfiuity of his garments, 
and landed him in a puddle on his own side 
of the fence. But Uncle Jim’s heart grew 
Avarm with patriotism, and presently he spied 
Billy, and straightway called him in, enrich¬ 
ing him Avith two packages of crackers, and 
a splendid piece of punk. 

Mamma frowned, but papa said, “Non¬ 
sense ; we’re all brothers to-day. Let the 
little wretch have a good time.” And he 
let Tommy shoot crackers in the alley, under 
Billy’s direction, until the young gentleman 
w'as brought up to a tremendous pitch of 


enthusiasm, and you would have thought 
the/? Avere at least ten boys out there, instead 
of two very small ones. 

Then Uncle Jim opened his heart still 
more, and volunteered to take both the boys 
down to the fruit stand at the comer and 
treat them; and that elegant gentleman 
actually w alked out of the front gate, Avith 
the children folloAving him, and paid at the 
fridt stand for tAvo glasses of soda water, 
a pine apple, a bunch of bananas, and tAvo 
immense oranges. Then he walked away, 
smiling and happy, and the children carried 
the fruit home, ate it on the sidewalk, and 
were cross and miserable all the rest of the 
day They quarreled over the remnant of 
the torpedoes, and came to blows about the 
last bunch of crackers, because Billy acci¬ 
dentally dropped a match and exploded 
them all at once. 

The end of it all was, that mamma sent 
Billy home, tearful and indignant, washed 
Tommy’s grimy hands and face, and put him 
to bed, to sleep off his excitement and 
Migue. 

When he awoke, it was almost dark, and 
he heard a great deal of talking and laugh¬ 
ing, and a jingle of glass and silver. And 
Ellen came in and dressed Tommy in his 
best Marseilles suit, and the baby had on her 
tucked muslin, with puffs and pink ribbons, 
and her hair curled in little, shining rings ; 
and w hen mamma came and led Tommy into 
the parlor, there was a large company of 
people, eating ice cream, and raspberries., 
and cake They made a great fuss about 
Tommy and the baby, as if they meant to 
eat them up ; and they really did look sAveet 
enough to eat. And then Tommy sat on his 
papa’s knee, and ate raspberries and cream, 
too. 

When it grew a little darker Uncle Jiiti 
disappeared, and all at once a splendid rock¬ 
et shot up from the front yard, w ith a loud 
“ whiz,^' and after that a roman candle, and 
then some more rockets. And Tommy stood 
by the bay wiudow, and fairly held his breath 
with delight. They kept it up for an hour, 
and the fire w'orks were a Avonderful success ; 
besides they could see, in every direction, 
how' the rockets and roman candles shot up 
from other people’s front yards, making a 
splendid show against the dark sky. 

And afterward the gas was lighted in the 
parlor, and mamma played on the piano, and 
Uncle Jim sang some songs Avith a loA'cly 
lady in white tarleton; and by and by they 
all went away. But I don’t think Tommy 
Avill ever, ever forget that “Forf ’n^July,” 
not for five years at least. 
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WRITERS, PLEASE READ 
Our offer on page 63 of five hundred dollare 
for the best story of twelve chapters, to be 
written for The Little Corporal. 

This will be a large prize f6r so short a 
storj'. We shall hope to have it competed 
for by the best writers for boys and girls in 
this country. 

Competitors for this prize may rest assured 
that there will be no favoritism in the award. 
Every story sent to us will stand entirely on 
Us oion mcnts, without any regard to who 
writes it, or whether w'e have any personal 
acquaintance with the writer or not. 

Only be careful that the manuscript is 
plain and easy to read, w’ritten on one side 
of the paper only. Let the author’s real 
name and P. O. address be put up in same 
package, in a separate envelope. 


ONE PARAGRAPH. 

The Boise City Chronicle, hi noticing our 
July number, has the following : 

“The Little Corporal poaaesses manvnew fea¬ 
tures the coming volume, and is now the leading 
Juvenile magazine of the world. There is someihing 
noble and grand In Its pages ; tliere Is something life¬ 
like and beautiful in its teachings, whlcii children can 
comprehend, and which elevates them to be men and 
women of high degree.” 

There; that kind of appreciation makes 
our pulses leap warmer. Let the $500 prize 
story be of such a character that it will call 
out more of such words as those. We have 
already had scores of such notices, and we 
only desire to deserve them more and more. 


Meddlesome Mattie sends us a story, 
with nothing to Indicate her real name. Of 
course the manuscript goes into the waste 
basket without a reading. We can’t publish 
a story unless we have the writer’s name, 
and we cannot take time to read stories when 
we knoip beforehand that we are not to pub¬ 
lish them. So please don’t waste your time 
and paper on anonymous manuscripts. 


THE SUNdAY-SCHOOL WORKMAN, 

Edited by Rev. Alfred Taylor, is by all odds the 
freslicst, best, and most prosperous undenomina¬ 
tional Sunday-school weekly ever published. 
No Sunday-school worker, who desires to lie up 
with the times, can afford to be without it. It 
keeps one posted as to what Is going on in the 
work, everything new, and the b<*st current 
tlionghts of the best minds. It is but a little 
over six months old, and has a circulation of 
25,000. It should double that hi a few months. 
See advertisement on another page, for price, etc. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Any books noticed or advertised In The Little 
C 0RPOR.VL, will be sent by us, by mall, iiostpald, on 
receipt of price. _ 

OVERCOMING. By Elizabeth K. Churchill. 
304 pages. Published by D. Lothrop &, Co,, 
Boston. 

These publishers have within the past year is¬ 
sued a number of beautiful books for the Sun¬ 
day-school library, and are establishing so good 
a reputation that we are almost tempted to com¬ 
mend this story without reading it, what we have 
not yet had time to do. 80 many trashy and 
hurtful books are being pushed Into our Sunday- 
school libraries, that it is refreshing to find a pub¬ 
lisher who can give us so large a proportion of 
excellent books as Messrs. Lomrop & Co. 

AMERICAN WOMANHOOD; Its Pkculiari. 
TIES AND Necessities. Bv James C. Jackson, 
M.D. 160 pages. Published by Austin, Jack- 
son & Co., Dansville, N. Y.: and by Oakley 
Mason & Co., New York. 

LIFE AT HOME; of, The Family and its 
Members. By Wiluam Arkman. M.D. 250 
pages. Published by 8 . R. Wells, New York. 

PUT YOURSELF IN HIS PLACE. By Charles 
Reade. Author's Edition, Illustrated. Pub¬ 
lished by Sheldon & Co., New York. 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY No. 12. 

(See Page 62, this Number.) 

Frankie’s Picture.— Frankie’s mother and his little 
sister, Minnie, went to the saloon to liave their pictures 
taken. When they came back.they showed the picture 
to Frankie. Tliere was Ids mother and little Minnie, 
Just as natural as life, only Uiey couldn’t speak. He 
thought It was a capital idea, and he formed a plan In 
his head, at once. Wliy couldn’t his kitty havener 

S lcture taken ? He resolved that he would go and see 
(le picture man right off. Frankie had a little, red 
cart, and. of course, kitty must ride In the cart But 
the cart jolted over the stones, and kitty thought It 
rather rough riding, so she Jumped out. Bat Frankie 
caught her, and carried her under his arm. So he 
went to the saloon, and the man took his picture, with 
kittv under his arm. Sure enongh, there was kittv. 
with all her whiskers on, and Just as natural ns life. 
Frankie took the picture and ran off home. He forgot 
kitty, and the little, red cart; and he didn’t hear the 
man call ont after him. Frankie thought It a won¬ 
derful picture, and his mother thought It w'as .mi 
fUnny. W. o. V. 


ANSWERS TO CHARADE, ETC., JULY NO. 

No. 1.—CAamkfc*.—Sarn-toga. No. 2.—Chara/le.— 
Rhode Island. No. ^.—EnUpnn.—Pif'irf qui route 
7eamafutf> point : a rolling stone gathers no 

moss. No. 4.— P»«e/e.-VI-C-T-0-R-IA. No. 
amorpfimeft DeitiM.—Ceres ; Terra; Vesta; Pan; Au¬ 
rora ; Merrnry: Pallas; Luna: Uranus: Iris; Ops; 
Jnno; Hebe; Pomona; Apollo; Saturn; Oceanus; 
Diana, Hercules, Flora; Eros. No. 6.—Scripture 
Enignut.—iiethel, Marab, Peler, Heth; Bethlehem 
Ephratah. 
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-, WU. “ I had a little cousin viHitlng me 

from Minnesota. His eyes are black, ana his 
hair brown and curly, and he is real nice only 
when his mamma washes his face, and then he 
gets very red and acts naughty.” 


letter from a brother and sister in Twinsburg^ 
who have lost a little sister Julia, two and a h^f 
years old. They also may be sure of the sym¬ 
pathy of all who have known sorrow. 


DuQuoin^ m. ”1 have been looking in Pru¬ 
t’s Pocket, and do not see any letters from 
El^pt. If you should come here, I could give 

f ousome of the finest peaches in the country. 

suppose there are more shipped from here than 
from any other town in the world! We have 
also beautiful fiowers, and a splendid school- 
house here, and I assure you tne children can 
Uarn in Egypt as well as anywhere else. I am 
thirteen years old. I began taking music les¬ 
sons the day I was six ; and this winter, besides 
my studies in school, my pa has given me les¬ 
sons in thorough bass and Latin.” 

Has Sallie learned enough Latin to read this 
motto, “ Fe^tlna lente ” f If she cannot trans¬ 
late it, she may ask her pa. It is F^udy's ad¬ 
vice to her. 

Prairie City, III. “ My dear papa died two 
years ago, but I have a good, kind mother, who 
helps me to take The Little Corporal, and 
some dear brothers. My little brother Clemmie 
wants to know if Prudy has got any apples in 
her pocket?” 

Wish she had. 


Two printed letters on one sheet, ftrom Maple¬ 
wood, -, give Prudy very loving accounts of a 

little baby sister, and Anna closes hers by ask¬ 
ing, ” Is Prudy a woman?” Yes, dear, I suppose 
she is. She does not seom to get any bigger, but 
a little boy consoled her lately by saying, “You 
sec, mamma, you don’t grew bigger.^ when you 
have birfdays, but you grow older ’ 

From Ckdedonia Center., Wis., we have a letter 
so beautifully written that it looks like copper¬ 
plate; and because the penmanship is so perfect, 
we must call Sarah’s attention to the fact that 
she has misspelled four words—amongst, favour, 
stile, to (for too). Look sharply after your spell¬ 
ing, and your beautiful penmanship may be a 
fortune to you, some day. 

Scnibgrase, l\i. “ I read the story in The 
Corporal of Mamie Husted’s Playhouse, and 
we made one for iny sister, four years younger 
than I, by papering and carpeting a dry-goods 
box, making ottomans out of black velvet and 
green ribbon : a toilet stand of pasteboard drap¬ 
ed with old lace and trimmed with blue ribbon. 
We made our bedstead, (for we could not buy 
one), cut some pictures out of an old book and 
framed them with coffee berries; and when it was 
all done it was very pretty.” 

We put this in for a hint to other little girls 
who have younger sisters. 

Bacyras., 0. “ Dannie wishes me to tell Prudy 
that he Is five years old. Ilis father died in the 
army, and he saved his pi-nnles to pay for The 
Corporal. 

A Ittle friend in Bourbon, Ind., sends us a sad 
little letter, to tell of the death of her baby sis¬ 
ter, Lizzie, not quite a year old, the second little 
sister God has taken firom her There are many, 
many in the Corporal’s army who know Just 
how to sympathise with little Retta. Here is a 


We are glad to see that the boys are waking up, 
and proving that they know how to write letters 
as well as the girls. Prudy believes in boys, and 
Is specially glad to get letters from them. Here 
are two from California: 

North San Juan, Cal. “ I saw in the May Cor¬ 
poral the account of a little girl ip Illinois w'ho 
had not been absent or tardy at school for seven 
months. I am thirteen, and have not been absent 
or tardy for two years and seven months I” 

Who can beat ^at? Prudy thinks the boys in 
California must enjoy better health than some 
she knows. 


Prairie, Cal. Henry Burr writes to send a club 
of new subscribers, and say that the longer he 
takes The Corporal the better he likes it. And 
from Paradise Valley, in the same State, little 
Dolly sends a letter enclosing some money sent 
as a present to her Brother Eddie and herself, 
which they wish to Invest in The Corporal. 

Colfa^t, Iowa. “I found a silver half dollar 
under the com crib, this spring, and with it 1 
bought me a pig, which 1 fea com and milk every 
day. I expect to sell it in time to renew my sub¬ 
scription next Christmas. We have a nice organ, 
and 1 have learned to play and sing the Boat 
Song, and think it is very nice.” 

Two merry girls sang the Boat Song for Prudy, 
on the Fourth of July, as we were watching the 
boats scudding across the water on Lake Minne¬ 
tonka. 

Marysrille, Texas. “We have a little brother 
who is ns funny as Tommv Bancroft. He was 
just as proud of his first pair of pants, and tried 
as hard to make them long.” 


Beedsburg, IFis, “ All the older ones in our 
family like THE Corporal just ns well as we little 
ones. I think I have the smartest baby sister in 
the world. She reads the picture stories with 
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tne rest aa, and when she says anything fanny 
r*he finishes by saying, read that in Ton- 
f'ral.’ ” 


Drummerelown., VL 1 help mamma a good 
deal by tending baby, and doing other things. I 
do not go to s^ool, but mamma has taught me 
to read, and I am nearly throngh my geography." 

You print xery nicely, Mary. 


-, Ind. “ My sister takes Th« Corporal, 

and we all like it. Are you a big, Iht woman ? 
How old are you t I have had my arm broke. 
Did yon ever have your arm broke 

8ometlme, Lottie, when you and I have a little, 
confidential chat. I'll answer all your questions. 


Of all the stories in The Corporal I like 
Tommy’s Week the best; don’t you? Won’t 
you send me your photofi^ph? If you will I 
will send you one of mine. ’ 

Prudy would be delighted to receive photo¬ 
graphs from her little friends, but Dwight must 
excuse her if she cannot promise to return the 
favor. 

MobUt, Ala. “ Has Prudy room in her pocket 
for a letter from a little boy who is trying to fight 
for the good, the true, and the beautiful. I am 
ulne years old, and this is the fifth year I have 
taken Thb Corporal. At first I could only read 
the picture stories, but the very first winter I 
ieumed so that I could read it all; and I like you 
better than any other magazine. I got up a clnb 
hist year, and mean to get up a larger one this 
>ear.” 

Runtinqton. '* We have a dog named 

Major, wno drives the cows to pasture every 
morning. I save all my money, and papa puts ft 
In the savings bank. When I have my picture 
taken i will send it to you.” 

Do so, little Annie. 

One little friend uishes to know if Nimble 
Dick ever tried to fly again. Will W, O, C. 
please to report? 

(JunuUn. Mich. Hattie wants a name sweet 
eiiougrb for “the sweetest baby In the world." 
Who can send her one? 

WiUoii. y. //. “ This is tlie fourth year I have 
taken The Corporal. I like it very much. I 
read Prudy’s Pocket. I wish The Corporal 
came every week. I ^et tired of waiting for it. 
We live on a farm. My father has a store. I 
can't help him much. I have Just had the 
measles.” 

Prudy recoiiimeuds that boy’s style for point 
and brevity. 

Harry uses his mamma's hand to write a letter 
to Prndy, in which he says; 

•• My grandma sends me The Corporal; don’t 
jou think she is good? Ido. I think Tommy 
Bancroft i^ the funniest boy I ever heard of. but 
papa says I am a good deal like him. 1 have lots 
<»r nice books and pictures, and a rabbit, and live 
cats, and the baby. Don't yon think I ought to 
bf a happy boy? I live where Mr. Sewell used 
t*> go to college. Lots of people here reiueml>er 
him.” 

“ 1 am Johnny Barrett, seven years old. I live 
on s farm, and nave plenty of pig** and chickens. 


We think there is no paper on earth like The 
Corporal, and we lentf it till it is fairly worn 
oat. My brother and I are raising chickens to 
gay for ft. I am going to take it as long as I 

Bravo! for you, Johnny. 

Michigantowriy Ind. " I am learning a dialogue 
from The Festival, for our school exhibition. 1 
wish yon could come and help us eat our ice 
cream." 

Thank yon; Prndy is very reliable help at such 
work. 

J^>ring HHand. Minn. “ I want yon to tell me 
in your next pocket whether you are Mrs. Miller 
or not, for I don't know." 

Yes. Prudy is Mrs. Miller or not. 

The next letter comes from Oregon, where 
iRora thinks they have a very smart little neigh¬ 
bor named Orant. Prudy has a little neighbor 
up here in Minnesota, named Grant. 


8auth Haveny Mich. “I live on the shore of 
Lake Michigan, and have fine times fishing and 
bathing, l have two turtles for pets, and two 
white mice, besides some chickens and flowers, 
and, best of ail, a dear little brother sixteen 
months old." 

8omer»viUey —. “ My father and mother have 
young hearts, for they like to read The Corpo¬ 
ral as well as I do. 1 always read Prudy’s 
Pocket first, because I like it. I wish I could 
see Prudy, and Mr. Sewell, and Mrs. Miller." 

From SuUivany Ind.y comes this neat little 
printed letter: 

“ Dear Prudy: I am a little boy six years old. 
Last year I could not read The Corporal, but 
now 1^0 to school and read in the Fourth Read 
er, andean read the stories myself. I like I^udy's 
Pocket best of all. Next to that, Thanksgivmg 
in Cricket Country. I know how to make sun¬ 
shine myself." 

MarysviUe, Tenn. “My little brother, three 
years old, dislikes very much to have his hair 
curled. One day he said, 'Mamma, what’s the 
use of curling it; it just comes out?’ • O,’ said 
mamma, ‘it does not come out right away.’ 
‘Well, then,' said brother, ‘it comes out wrong 
away.’ ’’ 

Carbondale. “Mamma has read all about 
Tommy to my sister and me, till we almost 
know ft. We laughed when Tommy fell in the 
dough. I like you, and hope you will write some 
more fUuny stories. I think the black pictures 
in The Corporal are nice." 

In St. Louie a little girl wants to know how to 
raise apple trees from seed. She has some little 
ones growing in a flower pot. 

Jieynoldevilley Pa. “My little sister likes to 
hear about Tommy; she laughs about the boars, 
and about his staying in the sUme so long. I 
mean to get up a club and get Red Ridinghood. 
There u as a girl here the other dav who said she 
thought Prudy was Mr. Sowell's wife. Is she? 
Please put this In your Pocket.’’ 

What a wise little girl that must have Ikjcii. 1 
I can tell you one thing, tho’. “for true.” Floni. 
Mr, Sewell's wife knows all about Tommy, for 
Prudy has t»eeii him at her luuise. her very self. 
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ALPHABET SENTENCES. 

We have given a number of sentences con¬ 
taining all tne letters In the alphabet. Here la 
one from Iowa, by Wallle Wonser: 

“Loved Friend Queer, big Jewsharps make 
Ziiny’s excellent music.” 

And another from H. G.: “ Zealous men with¬ 
out reason, may prove kind, but fail quite in 
executing justice.^’ 

We will send Titb Corporal for one year to 
everyone who sends a good, short alphabet sen¬ 
tence that has never before been printed, and is 
worthy of being published ; and for six months 
for on*e similarly good, though it may have been 
published before, if it has not appeared in The 
Corporal. So sharpen your wits, all ye bright 
folks, and let’s see what you can do. 


No. 8.-SCRIPTURE ENIGMA. 

It has eighteen letters. 

18, 4, 6, 4, 14, 8, was the cruel wife of an envi¬ 
ous man. ^ 

1,17,«, 14, 10, 7, was an encampment of the 
wandering Israelites. 

12, 2, 9, 8, 11, was a dwelling of the captive 
Israelites. 

16,13,13,11, was a PhcEnician divinity, 

1.5, 2,1, was the youngest son of an ancient 
patriarch. , _ 

The whole is the longest name in the Bible, 
and the name of a son of the greatest prophet. 

M. B. V. 8. 


No. 9.—CHARADE. 

Mylirst is what your eye sought for. 

When your last new chapeau came ; 

And it rests on the head of an emperor 
Like a very familiar name; 

And 'tie taken by drowsy Kitty, or 
The comfort loving dame. 

Rejected lovers and millers bear 
My second : and oft you hear 

Besieged cities, in time of war. 

From soldiers my second fear; 

Yet youths and maidens my second wear 
when Jack Frost hastens near. 

My whole is the marching soldier’s prize. 

And comforts many are in it; 

My w'holc you sec, and it will surprise 
Me, if you do not win it. 

For you yourself with curious eyes 
^plore me this very minute. M. B. C. S. 

No. 10.—CHARADE. 

Men seek my second, w hen first or last are nigh. 

My first is dark ; my last is rude and high ; 

My whole oft through my first makes melody. 


No. 11.-LOST AUTHORS. 

American .—Big red wort: Oh ! sing nig; So 
wet; Her wit it: By tarn; I swill; Lo! mesh; 
Is Gazas: We loll; Follow Levi. Foreign.^ 
So sat; Sick Ned; At den; Bring now'; Tin 
mol; Ask her peas; Hay racket: Sly heel; 
Steak ; To whit. M, B. C. S. 

A CONUNDRUM. 

When are soldiers and stonecutters like grape 
vines ? 

When they have ten dril(l)8. 

Puzzle.— Here is a puzzle which may have 
been published before, but I have not seen it in 
print. The puzzle is merely to ask any one of 
of your friends to write down in common figures 
eleven thousand eleven hundred and eleven. Try 
it, write it, and ask your friends to write it, and 
see if it is not a laughable puzzle. 


A Note. —I saw a gentleman hand his sister an 
envelope, and she as w'ell as I understood him to 
say, “Here is a note for you.” She opened the 
envelope, expecting to enjoy the pleasure of read¬ 
ing a note from some one of her schoolmates. All 
smiled when she found o\\\y only a ^ain of oats. 
The gentlenfan had really said, “ Here is an oat 
for yon.” We thought it a good joke. 


No. 12.— A PICTURE STORY.—Frankie’s Picture. 
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fF” All articles in “Thk Littl* Corporal” are 
written e8i>eclally for It, and paid for at good prices. 
Tho&gh copyrighted, our editorial li*iend8 may copy 
into their papers. If they will, in every case, give credit 
to Tns Little Corporal. This notice is inserted be¬ 
cause many articles have been copied without credit. 


HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago. Philadelphia, New York City, or 
Boston banks are best Ibr large sums, made payable to 
the order of SEWELL db MILLER. 

Post OfUce money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county seat, in all the cities, and in many of the 
lame touTis. We consider them perfectly safe, and 
the hest means of remitting fifty dollars or less, as 
thousands Imve been sent to us without any 

Ilcgistere<l letters, under the new system, are a very 
safe means of sending small sums of money, where P. 
o. Money Orders cannot be easily obtains. OfM>trre 
the Rf^iMfry ftt as well as postage, mitsf he pnUt in 
at the office where the letter is mailed, or it 
will he liable to be sent to the.Dead Letter Office. 
Buy atul affix the nilanip-> both for postage, anti regUttry, 
put in the money anti mil the letter in the premice qf 
the potitma^r, and take hl$ receipt for U. Letters sent 
in this way to us are at our risk. 

Where yon are sending one dollar or leen, yon may 
send a greenback at our risk; where more than one 
dollar IS sent, either of the above ways will be safe. 


THE POSTAGE on The Little Corporal Is three 
cents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine is received. 

$500.00 
Prize ^tory! 

The above prize Is hereby offered for the 
best story to be written for and published in 
The Little Corporal Magazine. 

The story must describe real American 
life, and have little or nothing to do with 
fairies or goblins. It must have a high moral 
aim, containing nothing inconsistent with 
pure Christianity. It must be fresh, simple, 
and instructive; such a story os will not 
only fascinate and charm children, but will 
tend either to make them wiser and better, 
or stir them up to noble aims, or both, ever 
keeping In remembrance The Corporal’s 
motto, ‘ Fighting against Wrong^ and for the 
Good^ the Truej and the Beauttful.^' It must 
be free from slang phrases. 

It must be short It must contain twelve 
chapters, with only from tbur thousand to 
five thousand words in each chapter. The 
Interest must be kept up In every chapter, 
and the story must not be allowed to degene¬ 
rate into mere sensation. 

Such a story as we want will interest hoys 
and girls, and all older people who have 
young hearts. 

Each manuscript must reach us complete 
in one package, before the ffteerdh of October^ 


i)3 

1870, and the prize will be awarded by the 
first week of December. 

Of course, os there is but one prize offered, 
only one manuscript can be chosen. We 
shall therefore reserve the privilege of pur¬ 
chasing any of the unsuccessful one.s at fair 
prices. 

We tnist this offer may call out at least 
one magnificent story. 


SOMETHING VALUABLE 

FOR 

Churches and Sunday Schools. 

A System of Schedules and Checks to carry out 
a simple and efilcient plan, by which the revenue 
of any church or Sunday school may he largely 
increased without being burdensome to those 
interested. The books, checks, etc., necessary 
for w’orking the plan cost $10, and will be worth 
hundreds of dollars to those using them. ^ 

Any person interested, who will w'rite tis, en¬ 
closing stamp, will receive a circular describing 
the plan. It is the same plan furnished by the 
Evangelical Press Asssciation, of which Gov. 
Claflin of Massachusetts is President, and Bishop 
Janes, Senator Wilson, Gen. Howard, Senator 
Bnckingham, H. Thane Miller, Senator Harlan, 
and Jno. V Farwell, arc among the Vice Presi¬ 
dents, and we are the General Western Agents. 

SEWELL MILLER, Publishers, 
Little CoimoBAL Office, CHICAGO, ILL. 


SOMETHING NEW. 

evanoelkjal diamonds. 

We are General Western Agents for the beau¬ 
tiful little Diamonds, issued by the Evangelical 
Press Association. ITiesi* Diamonds are really 
little, condensed tracts, the size of, and made 
like, postage stamps, gammed on the back, and 
separated by perforation, so that they can be 
easily detached and used just as you would use 
postage stamps. They may be stuck on letters, 
or anywhere else you may choose to place them. 
They may be used for counsel, reproof, or warn¬ 
ing, and properly used, may be made the means 
of doing great good. The matter of these Dia¬ 
monds Is printed in fine type, and the subjects 
are various. Some treat of the Christian Sab¬ 
bath, others are on the snbjects of temperance, 
swearing, reading of good books, purity of life, 
prayer, etc. These little diamonds should be in 
the hands of all people who desire to do good. 
They may be so used as often to be more efl’ec- 
tual than tracts, sermons, or lectures, 

We give below a few specimens of the matter 
contained in them: 

Napoleon said of the Bible—“With this book for Its 

5 aide, the soul can never go astray.” Read it daily. 
ohn V. 38 

Blackstone wrote—” A‘corruption of morals usually 
follows a profanation of the Sabbatli.” 

” The discipline and character of the national forces 
should not suffer, nor the cause they defend be Im- 
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G siiled, by the profanation of the day or name of the 
oat VAgtxy—Atn'oham Lincoln. 

“Never read a book which you would not read in 
the presence of your mother.’’ No matter how late 
at nfffht or alone you are when ainnlng, God look¬ 
ing right at yon. 

Indelicate, as well as obscene words and stori^ ut¬ 
tered by me. scar my soul, poison those that hear 
them, and may bring the blood of their sonla on my 
own, at the Judgment I 

Profttne swearing, being against the laws of good 
society and the State, as well as against the laws of 
God, am 1 either a gentleman or a good citizen, if I 
swear? 

“ For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever belleveth In him should 
not perish, but have everlasting Hite.”—John ill. 16. 

As it would be a sin against its parent for a child to 
delay to obey a positive command of that parent, so 
it is a sin for me to delay a moment to obey the com¬ 
mand of my Father in heaven, “ Give me toy heart.” 

Of seven hundred male convicts once Instate prison 
at Auburn, six hundred were there for crimes com¬ 
mitted under the influence of liquor. five hundred ol 
whom testified that using tobacco was the beginning 
of their intemperate habits. 

“ DBtnnc—Stupefied, or, inflamed by the action of 
spirit on the stomach and brain.”- WcMcr^x Dlctlotutry, 
“ Drunkards shall not inherit the kingdom of God.’ — 
1 Corinthians vl. 10. 

“ Make and keep me pure within,” is an appropriate 
prayer Ibr me to oflter. particularly when tempted to 
use wine, or, worse still, to lead others U> use it—on 
holidays, for example. 

Speaking otherwise than well of an absent person. 
Is lilmost always breaking the golden rule, and is 
usually a mean slander 

Backbiters (Romans L 60), many of whom think 
themselves Christians, will no doubt be among those 
to whom the appalling words In Matthew vii. 28 will 
be addressed at the Judgment. 

There are many others, hut these will serve as 
samples. 

These Diamonds are put up in convenient, as¬ 
sorted packages, of one hundred in an euveloije, 
and sold at ten cents per packet. Discounts on 
large quantities. We can send them by mail on 
receipt of price. Address 

SEWELL & MILLER, Ihiblishers, 
Chicago, III. 

How TO DO IT.— We are sure our patrons 
V oiild like to receive Iheir copies of The 
Little Cokporal Magazine /of, that Is, not 
creased or folded at all, but just as smooth 
and straight as they come from the bindery. 
There is a way to do it. Be sure that as 
‘many as Jim numbers come to your post 
office. Wherever we have tliat many sub¬ 
scribers at one post office, we can put up 
the package flat. AVhere wc have but four 
t»r less, w c may have to fold them once In 
mailing. Raise a club at your imst office, so 
as to avoid tliis folding, and also secure a 
premium for your trouble. 

Write for The School Festival.— We 
respectfully iuvite all our friends to send 
c<)ntribution> for The Festival ; dialogues, 
recitations, exercises of all kinds for day or 
Sabbath-school entertumments. Everything 
must l)e wide awake, flrst class, and full of 
life. Please let everything for the fourth 
number reach us by the twentieth of August, 
at latest, and as much earlier as possible. 


The Largest Newspaper Mail which goes to any 
one firm in this country, is received by G. P. Rowell 
& Co., the New York Advertising Agents. Their 
place of business is at No. 40 Park Bow. 

To Mothers.— Almost every mother has experi¬ 
enced more or less anxiety in consequence of obsti¬ 
nate, festering, and unsightly sores, that make their 
appearance on the faces and bodies of children. 
Carbolic Salve will heal them, In every instance. 
It Is the greatest Healing Compound ever discov* 
ered. Sold by all druggists. Price 25 cents. 

JOHN F. HENRY, 

6 College Place, New York, 

Sole Proprietor. 

Pianos on Timk.— Prices Reduced.— Second-hand 
pianos, horn 6100 to f250. 

New, seven-octave Rosewood Pianos, lh>m 1250 to 
1825. 

Strong, sulwtantlal Pianos, with fine inside work, 
good style, Rosewood case, from |350 to (875. 

First-class Pianos, with handsome, carved desk, 
legs, Rosewood caae, etc., from $425 to $450. Terms— 
^ cash; then, $15 or $20 per month on the second¬ 
hand Pianos, and $25 per month on the new, until the 
Instrument is paid lor. A new catalogue, containing 
the old prices and the new, with pictures of twenty- 
one styles of Pianos, will be sent free to any person 
sending their names to REED’S TEMPLE OF MUSIC, 
47 Dearborn street, Chicago. 

The Chicago Academy or Mrsic, which has been 
recently established under the direction of Mr. F. 
Zlegfcld, assisted by an unequaled Staff of Professoni, 
affords an excellent opportunity to those desiring a 
thorough musical education , and the well-known 
ability of the Director as a mnslclan and teacher, 
will render the Chicago Academy of Music a school 
second to none in the country. 

Ferry Hall.— We lake pleasure in calling atten¬ 
tion to the adveiiiseiuent of Mr. E. P. Weston, Prln- 
cli)al of “Ferry Hall,” a Young Ladies’ Seminary at 
Lake Forest, HI. Having seen the Institution, we feel 
sure Mr Weston represents one of the beat Ladles* 
Colleges In the northwest, and we do not hesitate to 
recommend it. Also, the Academy for Boys, of which 
Mr Ira W. Allen is Principal. Wc suggest that those 
desiring to secure such schools for their children, 
should send for catalogues without delay. 

Newspaper 

Advertising 

A Book of 125 |)ng«^, contains a list of the best 
American Advertltdhg Mediums, ghnug the names, 
circnlations, and full j)artlcnlars concerning tlie lead¬ 
ing Dally and Weekly Political and Faniily News¬ 
papers, together with all those having large clrcnla- 
tIons, Published In the interest of Religion, Agrlcul 
tnre. Literature, &c.. Ac. Every advert&er, ana ever^ 
person who contemplates becoming sneh, will find th fs 
book of great value. Mailed free to any address, on 
receipt of fifteen cents. GEO. P. ROWELL & CO.. 
Publishers, 40 Park Row, New York. 

The Pittsburgh (Pa.) l/nutcr, in Its Issue of May 29. 
1870, says: “The firm which issue this interesting 
and valuable book Is the largest and beat Adyertlsina 
Agency In the Ignited States, and we can ol*ieerfullv 
recommend it to the attention of those who tteUre to 
a<lvertl.se their business scientifically and s^-^stematl- 
cally in such a w’ay; that is, so to secure thVi largest 
amount of publicity for the least expenUMure of 
money. dt-aag 
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THE CRICKETS’ GOLDEN WEDDING. 


BT LUCIA CHASE BELL. 



i LL the children but Kitty 
had gone to school. Even 
the baby trotted along with 
Susy, holding fast to the 
dinner basket with one fat 
I hand, as he went. Kitty was 
down on her knees, busily 
washing the hearth; her 
father had gone to Wood¬ 
bury, and her mother was 
all n ady for her walk over to 
Aunt Meg’s, standing there in the long road 
of i^unshine that came through the kitchen 
door, with her cheeks showing clear and 
rosy, and her brown eyes smiling under her 
clear white snnbonnct. 

“ You needn’t look forme before sundown, 
Kitty.” 

That was ali, and then she hurried down 
the path out into the road, and Kitty stood 
in the door a minute, and watched her bob¬ 
bing briskly along, now in the cool, velvety 
shadows of the big walnut trees, now through 
the glows of yellow sunshine that stretched 
between them, till at last she passed the little 
schoolhonsc, and went down the hill out of 
sight. Kitty turned to her work, thinking 
cheerily of the long, nice, quiet time she 
would have by herself, when it was done. 

The door that led out to the cool, white, 
back porch, stood wide open, and you could 
hear the chirping of the little chickens 
around their old box, out by the damask 
rose bosh, and it sounded so bright and 
cheery, all mixed up together, and it seemed 
to Kitty one might see the little voices, 
shining in the air like ever so many little 
white and golden ” blossoms of sound.” 

The doves were softly cooing, out upon the 
bam roof^ and she listened to them while she 
did her scouring, and scrubbing, and dust¬ 


ing, and it made her feel hushed and reverent, 
as if it were the Sabbath. And presently she 
fell to thinking about one Sabbath w'bcn they 
all went to Quaker meeting, Kitty, and Susy, 
and the baby, and the boys, and their mother 
and father, and Uncle Tally, and Aunt Meg, 
all in one big wagon. 

She had a pleasant picture in her memory 
of the big, white meeting house, standing up 
so clean and bright in the summer air, with 
longw'ings of sunshine stretching in through 
the broad, open doors, over the straight, 
high-backed scats; and she liked to think how 
all the reverent people waited and waited in 
the breathless silence, and the little babies 
on their mothers’ laps nibbled their seed 
cakes and never murmured, and the happy 
bees hummed out in the sweet, warm air, 
and a bird sailed in and out again, with a 
gentle whir of wings; and one could catch 
little whitfs of clover fragrance now and then, 
and all the while the doves were tranquilly 
cooing and shining on the great, red roof 
of Nathan Hatter’s bam, just across the 
meadow; how, at last, somebody’s grand¬ 
mother, with her dear old face lily white 
under her pearl-gray bonnet, rose from her 
seat and sollly chanted out, ‘‘ Blessed are 
the meek, for they shall Inherit the earth.” 
And after that sat down, and then name a 
little more silence, and then all the quiet 
people rose and fell to shaking hands, and 
the tired little babies chattered and cried a 
little, and meeting was over at last. 

Presently Kitty’s housework was all done. 
The floor was white as the pantry shelves, 
the clear, red hearth almost glittered, the 
mantel had its usual fresh pitcher of flowers, 
and her mother’s little glasses of newly-made 
jelly were ranged carefully in the sun, upon 
the south window sill. 


Bniertd^ according to Act of Congrtst, in the year 1870, by 3ewdl A MiUer^ in the Qfflce of the 
Librarian of Congress^ at Washington. 
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It was very pleasant to sit and sew' there, 
In lier mother’s easy chair, by the window', 
where the sunshine twinkled through the 
8W'e<‘tbriar and lay in little drops and patches 
all over the narrow' old sill; and she liked 
her work, too, for every bit of calico had a 
little story in it, for her to think about, 
w hile she sat joining them all together with 
cunning little stitches. Most precious of 
all were the little, pale blue, and dotted 
pink, and cloudy buff triangles; they were 
bits of her Aunt Lottie Hill’s baby’s dresses. 

The quilt blocks w'cre finished, by and by, 
and laid evenly in their clean, paper box, and 
Kitty leaned back In the comfortable old 
chair, and clasiKjd her tired fingers loosely 
in her lap. It was such a perfect, royal day. 
The heat was not sickening, but only deep 
enough to make the shade delicious. And 
the butterflies went idly wavering out In the 
dreamy light, and the young corn stood up 
radiant and strong, with all its wavy leaves 
softly whispering together, and the far woods 
showed soft and rich through a tender haze, 
and the warm air was sweetened with wan¬ 
dering scents of ripening berries, and growing 
grain, and hay, and clover, through all the 
golden hours. Sometimes, when the earth 
seemed fair and summery enough outdoors, 
Kitty could hear little, dreary, wind sounds 
creeping about the caves of the old house, 
while she sat in the silence, but none w'ere 
moaning there that day. Only the voices of 
little chickens, and the doves cooing, and the 
crickets singing in the grass, with gushes of 
bird music now and then, sounded dreamily 
through the summer quiet. Sometimes the 
blackbirds in the trees just beyond the dead¬ 
ening sent up a sudden jangle of sharp sounds, 
but it w’as quite far off, and only sounded 
cheery and silvery, like the sharpening of 
tiny scythes for tiny mowers. The crickets 
kept up the sweetest chorus of all, Kitty 
thought, as she sat and listened, only it was 
growing fainter and fainter. 

Presently there was a little, ticking sound, 
down upon the sill, and she looked and saw 
a funny bit of an old carriage, drawn by two 
plump, old horses, not much bigger than 
grasshoppers, and there was old Mr. Cricket 
himself, in the carriage. Kitty’s own Mr. 
Cricket, who took her to his ’nianksgiving 
dinner, such a long time ago, and he looked 
lust as hearty and jolly as ever. He w’ore a 
little straw hat, that was very big for him, 
with the broad rim turned down all around, 
and he had on a linen coat that w'as so old it 
w as perfectly white and threadbare, but it 
w as starched very stiff; and he had a big, 
red and yellow handkerchief lied around his 


neck, to keep it from being sunburnt, while 
another Just like it was spread over his knees, 
and a big, palm-leaf fan rested l>y Ills side. 

“Good day,” he chirped, stopping hi» 
horses and nodding at Kitty. “Tvecome 
after you. It’s the anniversary of our wed¬ 
ding day, mine and Mrs. Cricket’s, you 
know, and she wanted to have something 
nice happen in honor of it, and so she just 
sent me up after you. She’s baked a lofty 
cake, that’s covered with icing, and stuck 
full of raisins, and there’ll be roast turkey, 
and quince preserves, and strawberry short¬ 
cake. And you’re to come dowrn and spend 
the day with us. Mrs. Cricket has never 
forgotten you since the day you wanted to 
weave sunshine. ‘She loves her mother 
dearly, too, Kitty does,’ says Mrs. Cricket, 

* and that’s a thing one likes to see.’ ” 

“ But I haven’t any nice gift to take,” said 
Kitty. “I’m sure I haven’t anything half 
lovely enough to give you and Mrs. Cricket. 

Is H your golden w'edding? I heard Aunt 
Lottie tell about a golden w'cdding, once.” 

Mr. Cricket shook his head almost impa¬ 
tiently, and fanned himself with his big palm 
leaf, as if he were very warm, indeed. 

“ Don’t know anything about your kind 
of golden w'cddlngs,” ho replied; “but if 
you mean that the two people have grown 
very old together, since they first began to 
love each other, and that their love has 
grown stronger and stronger every year, and 
at last, when the fiftieth day comes ‘ round,’ 
they feel that life is all golden and good, as 
a field of tall, ripe wheat, why, if that's it, 
our anniversary fe a golden wedding. Bui 
we don’t want any gifts, except the of 
your presence with us, little Kitty Clover.” 

“O,” said Kitty, all in a tremble with 
eager delight, “I shall be very glad to go, 
if that’s the case. Are you going down the 
road through the hearth, like we did last 
Thanksgiving?” 

“ No,” Mr. Cricket replied, “ we’ll go down 
to Cricket Country by the summer road, 
which leads through your mother’s old gar¬ 
den, where the raspberry bushes grow, and 
the scarlet poppies flame out* over the ripe 
June gjass. Come, we want to g^t there 
early, you know.” 

“ Yes,” said Kitty “ I am in a hurry to be 
there myself.” 

And the minute she touched the carriage 
she was changed into a cunning, little, bare 
footed girl, ever so mnch smaller than Mr. 
Cricket. And it was such a dear, cosy, cush 
lony old can-iage to ride in, not very fine and 
not very shabby, with plenty of fringes, and 
curtains, and lappets for little fingers to pull 
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and twist, and nothing about it too dainty 
to be touched; and Mr. Cricket said that he 
and Mrs. Cricket rode to Cricket meeting in 
it every Sunday. 

I think the old carriage must have rocked 
and swayed so deliciously that Kitty dozed 
a little, for she never could remember 
much about the summer road, but when 
they reached Cricket Country she was wide 
enough awake, you may be sure. There the 
loveliest flowers bloomed all along the long, 
white road, and the sunshine seemed better 
than any other sunshine, softer, and yellower, 
and sweeter. 

The wheat was ripe in the broad fields, 
and the Crickets were merrily reaping it 
everywhere, keeping time to the chime of 
their gleaming sickles with chirpings hearty 
and glad, while blended with the harvest 
music softly sounded the singing of the little 
crickets, weaving sunshine in their looms at 
home. 

“Seems to me,” said Kitty, softly, while 
they rode through the wonderful sunshine, 
“ that I’ve heard all this music far off, when 
I’ve been alone in mother’s kitchen, or out 
In the old raspberry garden. Do you sup¬ 
pose I ever have?” 

Mr. Cricket said he didn’t know ; it might, 
be, she was always listening so for the little, 
fine, sweet voices nobody else could hear. 

At last they came to Mr. Cricket’s own 
house. There it was, with the roses in blos¬ 
som all over it, and the white clover filling 
the little yard like drifts of summer snow'. 
And they heard the softest, tendcrest song 
of all, floating through the quiet rooms. 

“It’s Mrs. Cricket,” said Mr. Cricket, 
when he had stopped his horses. “Her 
voice isn’t quite so strong us it used to be, 
but it’s sweet and loving. She’s singing at 
her loom, and she weaves the best sunshine 
In Cricket Country. You can tell the differ¬ 
ence between her sunshine and anybody else’s 
the minute you touch it. Some old Crickets 
can’t weave, but it needn’t be so. The older 
one grows the better one should weave. 
But there she is ; let her speak for herself.” 

Sure enough, the song was ended, and 
there was old Mrs. Cricket coming down to 
the gate, ali robed in a stately gown of silk, 
that had shifting colors of green, and red, 
and purple, and gold, as she walked, and she 
had a bright rose in her cap, and roses on the 
toes of her little, high-heeled slippers, and 
her dear old face Itself was rosy with 
pleasure. 

“ You blessed little mother lover,” she 
said, taking Kitty’s face In both her hands, 
and kissing it. “ You kissed your mother’s 


very bonnet strings this morning, did you ? 
And so you’ve come to sec how old Mr. 
Cricket and I stand our life together. It's a 
beautiful, contented day we’ve come to, and 
our love is earnest as ever, after ali the many 
long years. But there I company in the 
house, and we must make haste. Come 
Kitty.” 

So they went in. The black profile por¬ 
traits of all the old Crickets that were dead 
and gone had green sprigs stuck around 
them, and right over the middle of the man¬ 
tel hung Mrs. Cricket’s own portrait, just as 
she looked when she stood in her bridal 
robes by Mr. Cricket’s side. There stood 
the radiant dinner table, too, with Mrs. 
Cricket’s huge cake towering up grandly 
from the very middle of it, like a glistening 
snow mountain. In an arm chair by the 
open window' sat an old blind Cricket, in a 
very clean, old, faded dress. She kept her 
head bow'cd, but she chirped “ How do you 
do?” in the mildest of Cricket voices, when 
old Mrs. Cricket said, 

“ Here is Kitty ; the little girl I have talk¬ 
ed so much about, you know', dear. Sit 
down near her, if you please, Kitty.” 

Kitty sat near her while Mrs. Cricket was 
putting dinner upon the table ; and the 
blind cricket stroked her hair, and said, 

“How beautiful it must be, it’s so soft! 
Speak to me; I want to hear how you 
chirp.” 

And then Kitty told her bashfully that she 
couldn’t chirp at all, and couldn’t sing much, 
either. And the blind Cricket said her voice 
was delightful to hear, anyhow’. And then 
they all sat dow'ii to dinner, and Kitty had 
a huge napkin pinned around her neck, so 
that she “ could cat turkey, and take com¬ 
fort, and not be afraid of the gravy.” 

After dinner was over, the poor, old, blind 
Cricket took a nice little nap upon the 
lounge, while Mr. Cricket read the Cricket 
Country Herald, and his wife and Kitty were 
clearing aw'ay the dishes, and she never 
woke up till they came and sat down in the 
cool, quiet room, to talk. 

“ Do you see the picture over the mantel, 
of an old Cricket with a black feather in his 
cap ?” said Mrs. Cricket to Kitty. “ That 
was one of Mr. Cricket’s ancestors. He 
came over in the Mayflow’er, w'ith the Pil¬ 
grims. Nobody knew it, but there he was, 
safely stowed away in an old carved chest. 
And he chirped every night, and through 
all the long days, while they sailed, and the 
little children heard him, and dreamed they 
were at home, in soft little beds, under the 
low, old roof, or playing In the sunny lanes, 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



68 


[September, 


The Little Corporal Magazine, 


between the hedges. He used to bitterly 
long for his old home, sometimes, and 
thought he would give his whole life for one 
hour in the little hearth where he used to 
sing in the cool evenings, while the children 
chatted, and laughed, and warmed their 
pink feet by the Arc, and the tea kettle sang 
its own sociable tune, and the good father 
read the bible aloud, and gloried in Its glad 
tidings, and talked, with flashing eyes, of a 
better time to come, when he and the ones 
he loved might worship God just as they 
pleased. ‘And I do pray that time may 
come,’ our Pilgrim Cricket used to say, in 
his heart, while they sailed and sailed through 
the weary days; but he always doubted, 
till at last the journey was ended, and a new 
home was built in the wilderness, and a new 
hearth was laid, where he came in the dusk 
and chirped, and the little children laughed, 
and said, ‘ Hark! the Crickets have come, 
too! Now they may worship God just as 
they please. Do you hear that one? It’s 
the same we used to hear.’ And then their 
mother reproved them for such shouts and 
laughter, and bade them sit around their 
own little table, and each one bow his head, 
and say a little grace over his own bowl of 
porridge, and not speak while they ate.” 

Kilty looked up eagerly into Mrs. Crick¬ 
et’s kind old face. 

“Did the little children always eat by 
themselves, and each one say a little grace 
she asked. 

“Yes,” replied Mrs. Cricket; “they had 
a little low table, and little stools to sit on, 
and they sat and ate, stately and grave. 
They didn’t flock around the grown-up table, 
like a brood of hungry little chickens.” 

“ We don’t, up at mother’s, either,” inter¬ 
rupted Kitty, quietly, “ but mother lets us 
laugh and talk, if we won’t be rude ; and I 
think our way is a good deal the nicest.” 

And old Mr. Cricket stroked her hair, and 
said, “Of course it is, Kitty Clover.” 

Just then they heard a few twangs from 
an old violin, that only had one string to it, 
and they all looked out, and there was a 
IM)or, old, crazy Cricket, just inside the gate. 
He was barefooted and ragged, and his old 
straw hat was loaded with wheat stalks and 
wilted poppies. But he stood muttering to 
himself, and twanging his old violin as if it 
gave the most charming melody In the world. 

“ Poor creature !” said old Mrs. Cricket, 
softly, as she hurried down the path in her 
bright, rustling silk. “ What do you want. 
Cricket ? Will you come in ? Do come in 
and rest; I know you’ve tramped many a 
mile, to-day.” 


So he follow'cd her to the door, carrying 
his old violin in liis arms like a baby, but he 
halted at the step aud sat down there, 
muttering, 

** The first that came down the hill was dressed In 
white. 

The next was paler; 

Next there came Lord Bolllnby's wife; 

Next the miller. 

O, lackaday!’’ 

Presently Mrs. Cricket came from the 
pantry with a bountiful dinuer for him, upon 
a plate, and she said, 

“ Here, Cricket, you must taste my cake. 
This is our golden wedding you know. Don’t 
you remember the day? You were there, 
the merriest Cricket of them all.” 

“Yes, I was there,” said the Cricket, 
sadly, looking out at Mr. Cricket’s broad 
flelds, as if he saw far beyond them “ But 
I’ve been wandering ever since, and I’m 
tired and heart sick. But you’re a beautiful 
bride!” 

“ His wife and his little children wouldn’t 
weave any sunshine for him,” said Mrs. 
Cricket, so softly that he could not hear her, 
“and so ho went crazy, long ago. You 
wouldn’t think my dear blind friend here 
could weave at all, would you, Kitty ? But 
she does weave lovely sunshine, such as 
flowers always bloom brightest in.” 

Mr Cricket had been fumbling for several 
minutes for something, among some papers, 
in a little, dark, polished closet, near the 
mantel, with his cheeks and his cars growing 
redder and redder the longer his search con¬ 
tinued. Presently he found what he wanted, 
and stepped just in front of his arm chair, 
with a written paper in his hand Then he 
coughed a little, blushing redder still, and 
gave his forehead a vigorous rub with his 
gorgeous silk handkerchief. He had written 
a little ode, he said, “ Addresed to his wife 
upon the fiftieth anniversary of their wedding 
day, and he would now read it, if agreeable 
to the company ” 

Mrs Cricket trembled, and the tears came 
to her eyes, and she smiled a little, and looked 
altogether lovable and kissable, in spite of 
the wrinkles In her dear old fiaice, and all 
she could say was, 

“ Why, Cricket, my dear !” 

And the blind Cricket held up her head, 
and chirped in a little, soft, eager voice, 

“ O, Mr. Cricket! what a beautifril thing 
for you to do.” 

And Kitty chimed into the little chorus, 
“O, yes, Mr. Cricket, please do hurry and 
read it.” 

But the crazy Cricket only turned around 
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for his plate, and nodded, and said, ** Read, 
read, read.” 

So, after putting on his spectacles, Mr. 
Cricket began, holding fhe paper very stiffly, 
straight out before him ; 

*• Who Is this riding through KUmagore gates? 

Two men In gowns, 

Two with spears. 

Dear heart! 

^ Who Is this stealing through KUmagore gates? 
Sharpen your arrows. 

Anti mend your bows; 

Your lady Is stolen away. 

Dear heart! 

^ Look down, moon, over KUmagore wall. 

The lattice Is shut. 

The lute Is still; 

Lord Kllmagore's lady Is gone. 

Dear heart I*' 

That was all of the ode, and Mr. Cricket 
sat down, and they all waited in breathless 
silence for a minute. 

“I think it would sound better if you 
could hear it sung,” said Mr. Cricket, pres¬ 
ently, doubtfully eyeing his little manuscript 
while he spoke. 

“It’s very beautiftil,” chirped the blind 
Cricket, by and by. “But I never could 
understand poetry, I am so stupid. I didn’t 
hear anything about Mrs. Cricket in it, unless 
you meant her when you said * Dear heart.* ” 

“ That’s Just the part that vxu addressed 
to her,” answered Mr. Cricket, in triumph. 
“ The rest of it was poetry after the old style. 
It doesn’t make any difference whether any¬ 
body understood it or not. It’s poetry, 
anyhow.” 

Mrs. Cricket crossed the room to straighten 
his coat collar a little, and she bent her head 
very close to his check, and whispered, 
“ Thank you, dear.” 

And Kitty came and stood by him, and said, 
“ Won’t you make an ode to mother, some¬ 
time ? This was so quaint, and mysterious, 
and I liked that line that said, ’ Look down, 
moon, over KUmagore wall.’ I’m sure tliat 
was poetry.” 

Of course Mr. Cricket promised to write 
an ode to her mother ; end Mrs. Cricket took 
the paper from his hand, and said she would 
lay It among her treasures. But the crazy 
Cricket had gone, nobody knew how or when. 

All at once a sudden, silver chorus rang 
around the house, and there stood a band of 
Cricket children, all dressed In radiant white, 
with wreaths upon their heads, and flowers 
In their hands, and the old crazy Cricket 
stood in front of them, eagerly twanging his 
weak, old vioUn, but that could hardly be 
beard through the clear. Joyous song. Mr. 
Cricket looked at Kitty and his wife with 
the least little wink in the world, as much 


as to say, “ I was in the secret. I knew they 
were gathering around whUe 1 kept you list¬ 
ening to my ode.” 

As for Kitty, she forgot everything but 
the strange, deUcious music, and felt a thrill 
of delight creeping over her while she list¬ 
ened. Softer and softer grew the song, while 
the little crickets came tripping lightly into 
the quaint little room, each one bringing 
Mrs. Cricket a lovely wreath. Softer and 
softer, tUl the melody was ended, and the 
Crickets were gone, and Mrs. Cricket sat 
there looking like a pyramid of blossoms, 
with a lace cap perched upon the top of it. 

Then the crazy Cricket trudged sadly down 
the road; and Mr. Cricket got the carriage 
ready, because it was growing late, and his 
wife and the blind Cricket came down to the 
gate, to give Kitty a loving good bye, and 
then Kitty and Mr. Cricket rode aw ay up 
through the summer road, till they came to 
the pleasant window' in the dear old kitchen, 
and in a minute he was gone, and there sat 
Kitty, as large as life, in her mother’s chair, 
and it seemed Just as if she’d had a nice, long 
dream. 


CAPTAIN NODDY. 

BY A. 8. F. 

Did you ever hear of such a queer name 
for a captain ? I have heard of captains by 
the name of Smith, and Brown, and Jones, 
but I never recollect hearing of anybody by 
the name of Noddy, do you ? 

This Captain N(^dy, that I am going to 
tell you about, is a very old one, a great deal 
older than our dear General Washington, 
whom we all love to hear about; yes, and 
ever so much older than a certain man 
named Methuselah, whom we read of in the 
Bible. I suppose you think it Is very strange 
for me to say that anybody could be older 
than ho was, for everyone says “ Methuselah 
was the very oldest man that ever lived 
but this captain has been about ever since 
Adam and Eve had children, and I do not 
believe we shall ever get rid of lilm as long 
as the world stands. 

The little folks I don’t think ever like him, 
for he gener^ly manages to eome along in 
the evening right after tea, Just as they are 
going to have a real niee play, or hear a 
delightful story. 

It seems to me he needn’t make himself so 
disagreeable, and come at the very time when 
he is not wanted. The worst of it Is, you 
never can see him coming, for his tread is so 
light; but whenever your eyes begin to 
sting, and feel as if they were frill of sand 
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or cobwebs, and the upper Wds- will fall He never could catch a glimpse of the old 
down, and you feel very ci*ob8, then you may fellow ; and his mamma would laugh, and 
know Captain Noddy is near. say, “ I suppose my little boy is too sleepy 

We once had a bright-eyed little boy who to see well.” 
would frolic around all day, but as soon as One day a poor, old beggar man came in 
evening came, he would sit down and get the garden, and little Harry rushed in to ask 
very quiet. if that was Captain Noddy. His mamma 

” What is the matter, Harry V” ids mamma took her son’s hand, and said, 
would say. “I think Captain Noddy is ” There is no such real person as Captain 
coming.” Noddy ; but when little boys and girls get 

The little fellow would jump up and look very tired and sleepy, we say they are hav- 
all around. ‘‘Where is he, mamma?” he ing a visit from him, because their heads 
would say. nod and bob about. 



ASLEEP. 


BT MRS. EXILT HUNTINGTON MILLER. 


Softly in the golden west 
See the day is dying; 

Homeward to the Hheltcrcd nest. 
Come the swallows flying. 

Through my chamber, cool and dim. 
Dusky shades are creeping. 

Where I sing my cradle hymn 
By the baby sleeping. 

Hash! in tender dreams he lies. 

All the world fonrettlng: 

Slumber vaileth from his eyes 
Longing and regretting! 

Idle hands above his breast 
Reach no more for pleasures. 


Light as drifted blooms thy rest 
Emptied of their treasures. 
Soft he sleeps! no longer mine. 
Though I watch beside him; 

In his slumbers, half divine, 
Holy angels guide him. 

Baby, while the shadows creep. 
Slumber on thy pillow. 

Like a lily rocked to sleep 
On the swaying billow. 

When the rosy morning gleams. 
From thy ^^sion8 breaking. 
Leave the happy land of dreams. 
Mine again, in waking. 
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ORIENTAL GAMES AND PASTIMES. 

BY FABM£ R, PEUDGE. 


No. 3. — Gambling. Jugglery. Fire¬ 
works. 

Gambling is practiced by all classes, from 
the king on his throne to the poor beggar 
who prowls at the gates of the wealthy to 
find a scanty support, not in the crumbs 
that fall from the rich man's table,” but in 
the veriest refuse that is cast from his gate. 
8o passionately devoted to this despicable 
vice are most nations of the East, that when 
everything else has been bartered oflf to sup¬ 
ply the means for its indulgence, they will 
their wives or children into davery^ or even 
pawn their own bodies, to get money to gam¬ 
ble with. Licensed gaming houses arc found 
in every city, and most oriental monarchs 
derive large revenues from this source. 
Sometimes dice are used, and occasionally 
small cowries (shells); but cards are most 
general. ' 

The common people, male and female, 
frequent the public saloons ; but the higher 
classes do their gambling in their own homes, 
and often boast of the large sums lost or won 
among their friends. But though husbands 
and fathers thus employ their time, wives 
and daughters are strictly forbidden to en¬ 
gage in such immoral pastimes, lest the 
purses of the heads of families should suffer 
detriment by the contents leaking out thro' 
too many hands; and these lords of creation 
prefer gambling off their own pistoles, to 
having their wives and daughters do it for 
them. 

During the reign of the usurper who sat 
upon the throne of Siam at the time of my visit 
to that country, it was one day reported to 
his majesty, that some scores of hU six hun¬ 
dred wives had been indulging in the great 
sin of gambling. The fair culprits being 
summoned to the royal presence, made full 
confession of their guilt, but prayed forgive¬ 
ness on the ground that they had lost only 
the trifling sum of twenty thousand tieals 
<112,000), which, they argued, “was but as a 
drop in the ocean, compared with the bound¬ 
less resources of his Serene Infallible Ma¬ 
jesty !” The covetous old king, who loved 
money better than anything else in the 
world, the fair culprits themselves not ex¬ 
cepted, had no sooner heard the sum of 
twenty thousand tieals mentioned, than, 
losing all patience, he summoned to his 
presence several high officers of the harem, 
and ordered them to inflict “ the fatherly 


discipline of thirty stripes” on each of the 
offending ladies, that they might in future 
“ be preserved from the degrading vice of 
gaming.” Had their evil propensities cost 
his majesty less, their morals would have 
been deemed safe under a milder treatment. 
Whether the fair culprits considered their 
royal consort “infallible” on this occasion^ 
we are left only to conjecture. 

Jugglery is another amusement of which 
all oriental nations are exceedingly fond. 
Their feats in this line are numerous and 
varied, and their dexterity in everything 
requiring sleight of hand is famous the 
w'orld over. But snake charming is that 
branch of jugglery in which they especially 
excel. They will so tame the deadly cobra- 
di-capello, the most venomous of all venom¬ 
ous reptiles, as to toy with it with Impunity, 
hanging several of them around their necks 
at once, twisting them about their bare arms, 
placing them in their bosoms, and even tak¬ 
ing the head of one of these deadly serpents 
in their mouths. Again, llie juggler will 
place lialf a dozen snakes of os many differ¬ 
ent fii)ecie.s in a deep basket having a long, 
narrow neck, and, without looking in, will 
thrust down his hand and draw up one or 
more, toy with it for awhile, and then throw¬ 
ing it back will take up another, and so on, 
as long as he can obtain willing, or rather, 
paying sjiectators. 

I have frequently seen all these and many 
other feats performed by oriental Jugglers, 
and always without the slightest injury 
accruing to the actors. These, when they 
have adopted juggling as a profession, always 
devote themselves strictly to its study and 
practice, and each strives to excel all others 
in dexterity and daring. They are generally 
highly esteemed in a community, and arc 
believed to possess authority over diseases, 
to be able to kill or cure at will, and even to 
have power to summon or drive off evil 
spirits, ghosts, and genii. Absurd as are 
such claims, the reality of their power over 
venemous reptiles, admits of not the shadow 
of a doubt How this power is at first ac¬ 
quired, or afterward maintained, is not so 
readily shown It is to a very considerable 
extent due to the influence of music, which 
is always employed by the suake charmers 
to thrmv the reptiles into a sort of spell dur¬ 
ing their performances, aided also by a mo¬ 
notonous waving to and fro of the juggler's 
body—a motion that seems to lull the snakes 
into a dreamy, mesmeric trance, in which 
they may be kept fbr days together. In 
addition to this the snakes arc very carefully 
tended, never suffered to become hungry, nor 
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yet fed to such repletion as to occasion cither 
temporary torpor or a habit of gluttony. 
The jugglers also keep their own bodies 
smeared with some oily substance, the na¬ 
ture of which they will not divulge ; but we 
may infer that it is something for wliich the 
snake has a natural antipathy, or else that 
it exerts over its nerves some narcotic influ¬ 
ence. All these influences combined may be 
sufficient to produce the marvelous powers 
of the oriental snake charmer. Certain it is 
that the jjoisonous fangs are not extracted, 
as some have supposed, but the reptiles 
are brought wholly unmutllated into the 
arena. 

Fireworks, of great variety and brilliancy, 
furnish another amusement of w hich most 
eastern nations are fond, those of Chiim and 
Siam especially. They arc, how ever, indulged 
in but rarely, usually once a year, for three or 
four days consecutively, at a time appointed 
by the king. 

In Siam, the king goes out on the river in 
his royal barge, attended by the princes of 
the blood, the nobles of the realm, and an 
immense retinue of officers, priests, and sol¬ 
diers. The state barge of his majesty forms 
the center of a fleet of several hundred boats, 
all gaily decorated with flags and banners, 
and from the entire train of boats is sent 
forth a perfect bombardment ot fireworks, 
In the form of sky rockets, fire wheels, flying 
fish, and aligators, sputtering and hissing 
through and athw'art the water, and lighting 
up the very heavens with brilliancy. 

The night following the king’s exhibition, 
the nobles have one of the same sort, quite 
as grand as that of their royal master; and 
then the whole winds up with a night for the 
common people, in which every family, how¬ 
ever poor, manages to take some humble 
part, and, as might be supposed, in this 
grand old city of five hundred thousand 
inhabitants, a brilliant time they have of it. 
The smooth bosom of the noble Insinam 
(Mother of Waters) seems perfectly covered 
with boats for miles above and below the 
city, and fairly to groan beneath the rich 
freight that floats in such wierd loveliness 
over her swelling waters. From sunset till 
almost daylight, these numberless boats send 
flying in every direction every possible style 
and variety of fireworks, according to the 
rank and w'calth of the party. Every boat’s 
crew are gaily hilarious, the houses on cither 
bank of the river are illuminated, and the 
great city, with its teeming thousands, seems 
for the time given up to fun and frolic, not 
less general and exciting than that w'hich is 
ushered in by the Carnival of Venice. 


No. 4.—Kite Flying. Shuttlecock, etc. 

Kite flying and shuttlecock are, in eastern 
lands, not games for children merely, as 
among us; but for adults as the principal 
actors, while the children are generally only 
spectators. Kites are in vogue but at one 
season of the. year, and then the rage for 
them, and the number to be seen whizzing 
about your ears, or soaring gallantly among 
the clouds, would seem perfectly incredible 
to one w ho has never witnessed the novel 
spectacle of a thousand enormous kites float¬ 
ing in mid air over the turrets and spires of 
a great city. Sometimes even haughty nobles 
deign to indulge in this favorite sport; but 
whenever this is the case, the kite is sent up 
by a servant from the turret of a castle or 
palace, and it sufficiently excels in size and 
splendor those of the common i>eople to 
prove that the owner does not forget, even 
in the matter of kite flying, the immense 
distance between a noble and his serfs. 

Kites vary not only in size, but in form, 
and in the materials of which they are com- 
[losed. Sometimes they arc of mammoth 
size, formed of oiled silk instead of paper, 
and represent a castle, palace, or pagoda, 
lighted by small tapers placed within, which, 
of course, ultimately set fire to the light, 
combustible material, and this literal ** cas¬ 
tle of the air” is consumed. Again, they 
are sent forth on their aerial voyage in the 
form of an enormous bird, a flying serpent, 
or some other real or fabulous creature. 
Even the human species has its representa¬ 
tive in the kite line, sometimes as a giant 
man armed for battle, and again as a beauti¬ 
ful damsel in flowing hair and glittering 
robes. 

Archery is occasionally practiced as a pas¬ 
time, but it requires too much muscular exer¬ 
tion to be a favorite recreation with the Indo¬ 
lent and ease-loving East Indian 

Their game of shuttlecock is unique, and 
purely oriental in its manner of execution. 
The shuttlecock is very simUar to that used 
by boys in our own country ; but the battle- 
door is simply the sole of each man’s foot! 
The actors, ten, twenty, or thirty, as it may 
be, stand up in a ring, wiien one begins the 
game by throwing the shuttlecock toward 
one of his comrades, who, seeing it approach, 
prepares himself for its reception by wheel¬ 
ing quickly on one leg, aud throwing up the 
other in time to receive the shuttlecock just 
in the center of the sole, and send it bound¬ 
ing furiously back to his opponent, or some 
other one in the circle, who performs the 
same feat in the same way, and so on round 
and round the ring, keeping up the game 
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sometimes for half an hour without the shut¬ 
tlecock being once allowed to touch the 
ground. 

I have seen this game thus played by the 
Siamese, who greatly delight In it—at least 
in being spectators of the fun ; and it would 
be a universal favorite with orientals, did it 
require the outlay of less energy and physi¬ 
cal strength, two ingredienta of which nature 
has been rather sparing In the composition 
of those eastern nations. 

As a general rule, the middle and lower 
classes spend most of their leisure either in 
gambling or reading—pastimes better suited 
to their indolent habits than any more active 
sports, as well as strictly in consonance with 
a favorite oriental bon mot: ‘*no man will 
run when he may walk, walk when he may 
stand, stand when he may sit, or sit w’hcn he 
may lie down.** , 

In reading, most East Indians take great 
delight, and greedily devour every new book 
of which they can by any means possess 
themselves. In the pleasant recreation thus 
afforded. Is doubtless to be found one of the 
chief reasons for their indifference to more 
active sports, and the clue to their peculiar 
traits of effeminacy, indolence, and puerility, 
coupled with the redeeming characteristics 
of gentleness, patience under oppression, and 
hospitality to strangers. Could the benefits 
of the press be liberally dispensed through¬ 
out the east, and through its means a moral 
and religious literature be widely diffused 
in those sunny lands of the tropics, we might 
hope soon to see them “ budding and blos¬ 
soming as the rose,** and prepared liberally 
to dispense of their own rich gifts to those 
less nobly endowed. 

One more game—a royal one—practiced by 
the monarchs of Siam from time immemo¬ 
rial, will conclude this sketch. I first saw 
it on the occasion of a grand levee given by 
his Siamese majesty to all the foreigners 
resident at his court, probably the wealthiest 
in the East. 

At the upper end of the room in which the 
reception was to take place, was erected, on 
an elevated platform, a temporary throne, 
very richly ornamented, and covered with 
luxurious cushions of purple velvet. Over 
this bung a canopy of white satin, festooned 
with garlands of fragrant flowers, which 
filled the air with their luscious perfume. 
In the immediate vicinity of the throne were 
laid cushions for the foreigners, then others 
in their rear for the princes and nobles of the 
realm, and still farther off were accommoda¬ 
tions for an immense concourse of govern¬ 
ment officers, petty lords, and private gen¬ 


tlemen ; w'hile scattered here and there 
throughout the crowded hall were the yel¬ 
low-robed Budhist priests, holding before 
them the long-handled clerical fans of their 
order. The whole number assembled in the 
pavilion was probably fifteen thousand ; yet 
such is the awe inspired by the presence of 
royalty, that perfect order was maintained 
throughout, although the levee lasted nearly 
eight hours, and no one w'as i>ermitted to 
leave as long as “His Serene Majesty’* 
thought proper to be amused. 

All the company were seated before the 
King’s arrival, who entered at last, seated 
on a gold-covered palanquin, borne aloft 
upon the shoulders of eight of his nobles! 
They were preceded by an excellent baud 
playing the national anthems, and followed 
by a dozen beautiful boys holding golden fans 
which were kept in motion the entire eve¬ 
ning for the accommodation of his stout 
majesty. As the king entered, all except 
the foreigners prostrated themselves three 
times, eaeh time touching the fioor with 
their foreheads, and as they rose, lifting 
their Joined hands high above their heads, 
and repeating in full chorus some of the 
king’s numerous titles. When this tiresome 
ceremony was completed, the European and 
American visitors were Introduced, one by 
one, by the prime minister to his royal mas¬ 
ter, and received a most fiattering welcome. 
The king expressed great pleasure at meet¬ 
ing his foreign friends, complimented them 
on their fiuency in the language, and espe¬ 
cially admired their dress. He however 
offered his condolence to the wearers for the 
“ immense trouble it must occasion them to 
put on so many minute articles of dress,’’ 
and then Inquired whether they w'ent thro’ 
“ this tiresome process every day, removing 
the day garments at night, or whether they 
kept on one suit all the time till it was W'orn 
out.” 

After awhile refreshments were brought 
in, fragrant tea and sparkling sherbet and 
pomegranate Juice in cups of purest gold, 
wrlth fruits, cakes, and confectionery, in end¬ 
less variety, and the foreigners urged to 
partake, his majesty pleasantly chatting 
meanw’hile, and seeming very lively and 
social. 

When the king’s hospitality had been duly 
honored, he called upon his foreign friends 
to participate in a royal game, which, he 
said, had been in vogue as far back as their 
historical records extended, and that no 
guest might refuse to share without giving 
personal offense to the sovereign. After 
this Introduction, at a signal given by the 
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king, five huge baskets, filled with very 
small limes, were placed directly in front of 
the throne. Inviting the foreigners to scram¬ 
ble for them, and telling them that whoever 
succeeded in getting the largest number 
would enjoy his highest favor, the king 
threw os many as he could hold between his 
two hands, in such a way as to scatter them 
in every direction over the widest possible 
space. This w'as repeated some fifty or more 
times ; and the guests, wishing to indulge 
the whim of their royal host, entered heart¬ 
ily into the sport, and scrambled about on 
their hands and knees in pursuit of the limes, 
sometimes receiving from the merry old king 
a hearty pelt over the head or knuckles, at 
which he would “beg pardon,” and assure 
them “ it was quite accidental.” 

After an hour thus spent, the foreigners 
begged leave to desist, in order to make way 
for the native nobles, w'ho had not been per¬ 
mitted by the king to join in the game till 
the foreigners chose to leave oflT. The ladies 
and gentlemen were then requested to count 
their limes, and his majesty presented a fan 
and six more limes to the lady who had ob¬ 
tained the largest number. They now no¬ 
ticed for the first time, that each lime had a 
small gash cut in the side, and upon being 
opened, exposed a gold or silver coin to 
view. Each lime contained but a single 
coin, and they varied in value from fifteen 
cents to two dollars and a half. The lady 
who obtained the largest number, had, in¬ 
cluding the six presented by the king, about 
fifty dollars. The foreigners wished, w-hen 
the game was ended, to return the coins to 
the king, stating that it was contrary to the 
etiquette of their country for ladies and gen¬ 
tlemen to accept presents of money ; but he 
would by no means consent to receive them, 
saying that Siamese courtly usage required 
the king's guests always to retain whatever 
they obtained in this game, but merely as a 
testimonial of the royal favor. 

Other games, similar to those already de¬ 
scribed, followed, and some hours after mid¬ 
night, bis majesty retired as he came, on his 
gold-covered palanquin, and the royal levee 
was at an end. 


LITTLE FREDDY. 

BY LYNDE. 

One fair summer day, about twenty-three 
years ago, there came a sudden patter of Ut¬ 
ile feet up the pathway, and into the kitchen 
where mamma was busy. And a tearful face 
looked up to mamma, and a pleading voice 
told her that papa had “ been and killed a 


chicken, and poor chicky could never run 
about any more.” 

And his sympathetic little heart could no 
longer stand it, so he cried and grieved all 
the afternoon. Now some braver, bright¬ 
eyed three-year-old may think he was a baby 
to cry about a chicken. But I am not sure 
about that; he certainly was sympathizing 
and gentle; and I loved him, and love him 
to this day—dear little Freddy. 

He had great, dark-blue eyes, and when 
they looked up suddenly into your own, you 
would wonder what he had been thinking 
about, they were so i)right, yet so full of 
shadows. His forehead was high and broad, 
and very fair; his cheeks were red, just a 
little; and altogether that pleasant, almost 
too thoughtful face wore a look very loving 
and trusting. 

Night cafmc, and his kind mamma put on 
his long night dress, an#, kissed his upturned 
face, and he knelt by her side to say the 
beautiful prayer she had thus early taught 
her Freddy to repeat. Very sweet he looked, 
kneeling there in the gathering twilight, with 
his folded hands and thoughtful brow. 

“Now, darling, say ‘Our Father.' ” 

“ Our Father,” murmured Freddy. And 
then remembering poor chicky, tears came 
into his eyes, and forgetting his prayer, he 
cried out, “Can he walk any more, my ma?” 

“ Hush! hush! Freddy, you must be think¬ 
ing about heaven, w^ien you are saying your 
prayers. Now begin again.” 

Very devoutly he said the words, “Our 
Father who art in heaven,” and--“0, can 
he run any more, my nia^” 

“ Freddy, dear, mother’s little boy must 
remember what he is saying; now try and 
say your prayer like a good boy.” 

For a few moments all w'as well. “ Lead 
us not into temptation,” the red lips said, 
softly; then a pause—“ O, can you put his 
head on any more, my ma ?” chimed the 
pleading, almost baby voice. 

“Freddy, Freddy, did you forget again?” 
whispered mamma. 

His prayer finished, ke kissed his mamma 
good night, and looking up, with eyes brim¬ 
ming over with tears, be said, brokenly, 
“ Can he walk any more ?” 

His mother told him that birds and chick¬ 
ens and animals had no souls, and could not 
think. But his heart was grieved, and he 
could not forget. I doubt not, if he should 
chance lo read these lines, he will remember 
all about it, for this is a true incident. 


A true and earnest life must necessarily be 
one of never-ending labor and love. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



1870.] 


The Little Corporal Magazine. 


75 


THE HUNDRED-YEAR-OLD ROSE. 

BT KUB. MART B. C. SLADE. 

MaDy of you, I know, have seen, 

On the Canedy farm, the spring ravine. 

Where the sweet Riduland flows. 

By the chestnut old, on the eastern ridge, 
'Hong the blackberry vines by the old stone 
Grows the hundred-year-old rose. [bridge, 
A century gone, a home was there. 

With terraced lawn, and a garden fair; 

Now, the daisy blooms All up, 

With their milk-white foam, the sloping pbce, 
Of the grand old mansion the only trace, 

And we call it the fairies' cup. 

This tale alone can the long years tell. 

Of the vanished and silent, who used to dwell 
Where the sweet Riduland flows ; 

When that chestnut old was a sapling green. 
They planted the banks of the spring ravine 
With the hundred-year-old rose. 

What thing your hand is doing, or mine. 

So long shall live and so bright shall shine? 

The dear Lord only knows! 

But shall we not try some work to do. 

That shall sweetly bloom all the long years 
Like the hand red-year-old rose. [through, 


FIGHTLNG THE ENEMY. 

BT EXILT HURTINOTON MILLER, 
CHAPTER III. 

Bniy Shftw bore his two weeks’ trial so 
well that Aant Marcia saw no possible rea¬ 
son for not being satisfled with him. He was 
fiuthfnl and industrious, and did not in the 
least transgress any rule of the house. Still 
she could not help owning to herself that 
f<he did not like Billy Shaw, and that it was 
not pleasant to her to have him in the family. 
It was equally plain that Jonas did like him, 
and that while his aunt had always held his 
love and confidence, his boyish heart went 
out warmly toward the first companion he 
ever had had of his own age. Hour after 
hour he read to him from his favorite books, 
that they might talk the old heroes over, 
&nd though Jonas had a mind which w'as 
years in advance of Billy’s, yet they managed 
to interest each other. 

Little Ducky was Billy’s favorite sister, and 
his pockets were always stored with little 
presents for the child. After a while she 
began to come to Aunt Marcia’s house, “ to 
my Billy,” as she always said: and this 
was another trial to AUht Marcia. Not that 
i^hc had any dislike to the child, for she was 
as lovely as a blossom, with her sweet face 
and quiet ways, but, as she often told Jonas, 
6he “didn’t want to have the Shaw tribe 
around.” 


One morning, when the boys were away at 
work in a distant field, Aunt Marcia went to 
the garret to make an attack up>on the gene> 
rations of old rubbish there. Scarcely had 
she commenced her work, when she heard 
little feet come pattering up the stairs, and 
Ducky’s curly head show'ed itself above the 
stairway. 

“ What on earth did you come for?” said 
Aunt Marcia, thinking how the busy little 
fingers would explore everything, and the 
restless little tongue'ask endless questions. 

“Come to see my Billy,” said the child, 
fearlessly laying off her sunbonnet. 

” Billy’s gone away—across the brook to 
plant com. You can’t see him to-day, be¬ 
cause the bridge is down ; and you’d better 
run right back home.” 

“ Come to see you,” said tlie child, seating 
herself on a pile of old carpets; “I like 
you.” » 

Aunt Marcia groaned in her heart, but she 
went on with her work, answering as patient¬ 
ly as she could her constant questions. The 
child was at no loss for amusement. She 
built herself a playhouse out of some old 
honey boxes; she took a ride on a dusty old 
saddle; and finally dragged out the precious 
red cradle from under the eaves, to rock a 
bundle of old clothes she called her baby. 

By and by Aunt Marcia, In despair, advised 
her to go down by the lane and watch lor 
Billy to come home to dinner; and she 
glanced once or twice from her work to see 
the contented little creature swinging upon 
the bam grate, her rag dolly hugged in her 
arms. By and by she missed her, and con¬ 
cluded, with a feeling of relief, shat she luid 
grown tired of waiting, and gone home. 

But Ducky came to see her Billy, and she 
had no mind to go home; so, when he did 
not come, the little feet went slowly strolling 
down the lane in search of lilm. There were 
cowslips in the meadow, and plenty of blue 
and white violets, and she filled her hand 
with them as she wandered along, talking 
busily to her doll, till all at once she came to 
the brook, with its fringe of willows, alders, 
and wild grapevines. The water was some¬ 
times so low they could cross on the stones, 
by taking a long leap or two, but now it had 
been raining, and, besides, they were grind¬ 
ing at the mill up the stream, so the water 
ran deep and swift. Ducky sat down and 
watched it. Over on the other side, some¬ 
where, was lier Billy. How did he get there ? 
If she could only find his bridge—or maybe 
he had a boat. She walked slowly along 
down stream, following all the bends of the 
brook. In a little p.^ol by a rock some tiny 
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fishes were playing, and she sat a long time 
to watch them, till at some motion of her 
hand they darted away. She found a tiny 
waterfall, where a little brook from a meadow 
made its w ay into the larger, and she sat a 
long time playing with the clear drops, till 
by and by remembering BMly again, she wan¬ 
dered on. No bridge yet, and Ducky had 
quite lost her reckoning. Over on the other 
side she saw two men at work, but neither 
of them was her Billy. The brook ran 
through a bit of woodland, where Ducky 
could hardly follow over the rocks and 
through the thick underbrush, but she was 
sure she should come to Billy’s bridge pretty 
soon, and she struggled along. She heard 
the bell up in the village ringing for noon. 
Now Billy would go home, and she would be 
sure to meet him if she only hurried. Just 
then she came to a bridge. Lying right 
across the brook was a great chestuut tree, 
blown up by the roots, and left where it had 
fallen. The men at the brewery used it for 
a foot bridge. They had trimmed away the 
roots and branches, and worn it quite smooth 
by their feet in crossing. 

Poor little Ducky—the water looked black 
and deep below the tree, and she was almost 
afraid to try it, but over there somewhere 
was Billy, and she must go over to Billy. 
So she grasped her doll tighter in her arm, 
and set her bare feet carefully on the slippery 
trunk. It wasn’t very hard, after all; but 
right in the middle her little calico sunbon- 
net slipped off and went fluttering down into 
the w'ater. One little cry of dismay, and an 
involuntary grasp of the small hands after 
the bonnet, and then the child’s feet slid 
from the log. There was a short struggle 
in the deep water; and ail the afternoon the 
brook ran out of the thicket into the sun¬ 
shiny meadow and on down to the mill, tell¬ 
ing in its pleasant tones of a strange thing, 
sweeter and fairer than a lily, that lay among 
the long grass and the rushes Just above the 
bend. 

Billy Shaw came home to dinner, and Aunt 
Marcia did not even think to tell him that 
Ducky had come and gone, it was such a 
common thing for her to come. But in the 
course of the afternoon, when Nancy called 
to take her home, then they were suddenly 
alarmed to And that no one had seen her 
since she was swinging on the gate by the 
lane. Billy was called from his work, and 
Aunt Marcia put on her bonnet and joined 
nervously in the search. Up the lane, thro* 
the blossoming meadow, right and left, in 
everj' direction, surely they would come 
upon her soon, playing by the water or fast 


asleep among the cowslips. Such a thing as 
a lost child had never been heard of in the 
village, and as Aunt Marcia hurried on with 
such rapid strides that Nancy could hardly 
keep pace with her, she was always fancying 
she saw the little frightened face looking out 
from its rings of yellow hair. 

Billy had gone to the village, and hearing 
no news of her, was coming home across the 
fields. It W'as nearly sunset, and even in 
that peaceful settlement one would not like 
to have a timid child out in the night, so 
many things might frighten her. Going 
dow’n the hill, toward the old chestnut, 
Billy’s heart gave a great bound to sec the 
men from the brewery gathered about the 
water, just crossing from their work. He 
had avoided them carefully since he had 
been at Aunt Marcia’s, and he dreaded the 
meeting. But they only drew closer together 
as he came near, and one of them, a great, 
rough fellow, left the group and came up 
the hill to meet him. Perhaps they meant 
mischief; but Billy set his teeth together, 
and was ready for them. But the man took 
him by the arm, saying, 

“Best not go down there, Billy, there’s 
trouble.’’ 

“ What is it ? is father there ?’’ asked Billy, 
hurriedly. 

The man shook his head, and actually drew 
his sleeve across his eyes. 

Just at that moment the group separated 
a little, and Billy saw Jakey Neal stoop and 
lift something in his arras. That glimpse 
was enough, and Billy dashed down the hill 
right in among the men, and saw in a mo¬ 
ment, w’lth eyes full of horror, what it was 
that Jakey held in his arms. 

“She’s clean dead,” said Jakey, compas¬ 
sionately ; “must a’ laid in the water a good 
spell. We seen her w'ashed up agin the bushes 
when we come down, and they w'as sand and 
gravel onto her dress.” 

The men, rough and wicked as they were, 
seemed greatly touched by Billy’s distress, 
and looked pityingly on the little, innocent 
fkce, with all the light and life washed out 
of it. 

“She’s best off so,” said one, with an 
attempt at comfort. 

“ Don’t you say that!” said Billy, fiercely. 
“ I don’t want to hear any such talk.” Then, 
taking his sister in his own arms, he pushed 
through them all. 

“ Best let me carry her,” said Jakey, “you 
look white and faint.” 

But Billy kept right on, not toward home, 
however, but up the lane to Aunt Marcia’s, 
never once stopping until he laid her on hLs 
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own bed, and sat down by her, white and 
silent. Nancy filled the house with her wild 
screams, and Aunt Marcia hurried Jonas 
away for the doctor, while the neighbors 
began to gather in eis the news spread 
throughout the village. When the doctor 
came, he made a brief examination of the 
body, and answered Aunt Marcia’s question¬ 
ing look with a decisive nod. 

She’s been dead for some hours, ma’am; 
there’s nothing at all to be done but to bury 
her. One of Sam Shaw’s children, I believe 
you said—best thing could have happened 
to it.” 

” O, doctor I” said Aunt Marcia, with a 
pitiful glance at Billy. 

The rough, old man looked, too, and saw 
that the boy beside him was not Jonas, as 
he had at first supposed. He was sorry for 
his hasty words, but it was too late to mend 
them ; so he only took off his spectacles 
nervously and went out. 

The little child was tenderly dressed in 
white before the poor mother saw her, and 
everything was done that kindness could 
prompt, to make the afllietion less bitter; 
for it was as sore an atfflction to them as If 
they had been able to surround the little 
lost one with every luxury; and Billy was 
almost inconsolable. 

“ Do you believe it’s true, what the parson 
said, that she’s better off up there V” he 
said to Jonas, as they sat in the door after 
the funeral. 

“W^hy, of course,” said Jonas, “it must 
be better in heaven, mus’n’t it ?” 

** I don’t know,” said Billy. “ I don’t see 
who does know. Maybe It’s good for angels, 
but seems to me Ducky must be lonesome. 
She don’t know anybody there, and they’re 
all so grand and shining.” 

“ Ducky ’s shining, too,” said Jonas, 
reverently. “I think she looked just like 
an angel, always.” 

“ She was a good little thing,” said Billy, 
hoarsely. “ Father never was cross to her, 
no matter how much he’d taken ; and many 
a time, when I’ve been about ready to give 
up. she put me all right by saying, ‘ I like 
you, Billy.’ It makes me feel angry now, 
to think I’ve lost her. I don’t see as it was 
riiTht or kind for God to take her away, as 
they say He did.” 

Billy looked around defiantly at Aunt 
Marcia, as he said this. It had been burn¬ 
ing in his heart for a day, and he felt as If he 
must say it. though he knew she would think 
him dreadfully wicked. 

/he looked at him now with a shocked 
face, but saw so much of real misery in the 


boy’s eyes, that she hesitated a little, as she 
said, 

“ Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?” 

Billy did hot make a word of answer, but 
sat looking away over the green hills toward 
the sunset. Somewhere away up there he 
supposed was the heaven to which little 
Ducky had gone, and, do what he would, he 
could not make her seem near to him, but 
so far away that all her loving thoughts 
were lost to him forever. 

Jonas was thinking about it too, and at 
last he said, slowly, half to himself, 

“ There’s so much about all those things 
that I can’t understand. I don’t think I 
ever shall understand Aom everything is right 
and kind, but I feel sure It must be in some 
way.” 

“ I don’t. I don’t feel sure. Seems to me 
’bout half the things in the world are all 
wrong. Everything happens just right for 
some folks, and the rest have to take all the 
hard times. I don’t think that’s fair, and I 
won’t never say so.” 

“ You oughtn’t to talk that way, Billy,” 
said Aunt Marcia; “it sounds presump¬ 
tuous.” 

“ Does it ? Well, it ain’t no worse to say 
it than ’tis to think it.” 

“ About half our troubles we bring on 
ourselves,” said Aunt Marcia. “It isn’t 
your fault that your father drinks and your 
mother don’t do right, but then it isn’t the 
Lord’s fault, either.” 

Billy only answered by an angry fiush of 
the cheek. He did not like to hear any cen¬ 
sure of his mother. 

“ And as long as they’ve brought trouble 
on you all, I don’t know but It was kind in 
the Lord to take little Ducky away from it 
all. She was fit enough to go now, and 
there’s no telling what might have come to 
her when she got older.” 

“ It seems awfrjl to be drownded, though,” 
said Billy, with a shudder. 

“ It’s only a minute or two of suffering, if 
folks do suffer when they drown—some say 
they don’t—and if she’d ^en sick with fever 
or anything, she’d been pining away for 
weeks, and not much to make her comfort¬ 
able, either.” 

“ That’s so,” said Billy, with a sigh. “ I 
ha’n’t forgot how it was when I broke my 
leg, and had to lie in bed and sec all the 
trouble there was in the house. I s’posc it’s 
best so.” And Billy gave a dreary sigh, and 
let his head drop upon his hand a^ain. 

After a while he started up, with his whole 
face glowing with energy, end said. 
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** I tell ye what. Miss Marcia, it’s Just the 
drink that makes pretty nigh all the trouble 
in this world—leastways pretty nigh all that 
ever I seen, and Jest as long as Tve got a 
breath left, I’m bound to fight it. If ever I 
get to be a man. I’ll go for fighting it till it’s 
drove clean out of the country.” 

” That’s right,” said Aunt Marcia, ear¬ 
nestly ; ” everybody ought to fight it, but 
nobody knows the curse of it so well as 
those that have felt it. You’ll be a good 
man, Billy, if you only keep trying and don’t 
get discouraged.” 

*‘It’s mighty hard tugging, sometimes, 
though.” 

‘‘Yes, but the trouble sometimes makes 
what we gain seem a great deal better. I’ve 
noticed you boys always like to climb the 
tallest trees after nuts, rather than pick ’em 
up on the ground, and you know how strong 
it makes your arms to climb.” 

From that time Aunt Marcia began to 
take a new interest in Billy, an<i dropped 
many an encouraging word to help Wm 
along, for matters were getting worse and 
worse at home, and she could often tell, by 
the troubled look of his face, that he had 
seen his father, or some of the family. 

One night he edme in with a look of per¬ 
fect horror, and threw himself Into a chair 
without taking off his hat. 

” It’s too bad!” he burst out, angrily; 

it’s too wicked and awful for anyone to do.” 

Aunt Marcia stopped setting the table and 
stood looking at him in astonishment. 

” Just think. Aunt Marcia; they took my 
little brother Sammy—mother sent him to 
the brewery for father—those men took him 
and made him drunk, and then sent him 
staggering home. I found him by the road¬ 
side, where he’d fell down, and saw the men 
laughing at him; Jakey Neal and—and— 
father! Just think of that. Aunt Marcia; 
that father could laugh at him!” 

The excited boy laid his.head on the table 
and burst into angry sobs. 

*‘ It’s a wicked shame!” said Aunt Marcia, 
indignantly ; “ and the Lord’ll punish ’em 
for it. Did you take Sammy home ?” 

*‘ Yes ; and mother’s half crazy over him. 
She cursed ’em both. You don’t s’pose It’ll 
make him hanker after drink, do you, get¬ 
ting the taste of it so ?” 

‘‘No, it isn’t likely. It’s more likely to 
set him strong against it, for he’ll be deathly 
sick over it after a while. Don’t you know, 
Billy, that drunkards don’t drink because 
they like the taste of the liquor? It’s be¬ 
cause they like the feeling it gives them, and 
they get to feel so wretchedly without it.” 


Billy wiped his eyes and looked a little 
comforted. 

‘‘ If only father hadn’t Joined in with ’em,” 
he said ; ‘‘ it makes me almost hate him.” 

‘‘It shows how drink degrades a man,” 
said Aunt Marcia, who couldn’t feel like 
trying to make Billy think auy more merci¬ 
fully of his father. 

That evening, at the supper table, Billy 
suddenly asked, 

” Aunt Marcia, do you think Sammy’s big 
enough to sign the pledge ?” 

‘‘I don’t know',” said Aunt Marcia. “I 
don’t really believe they’d take him—only 
seven years old.” 

‘‘ I don’t mean Cap’n Taylor’s pledge ; but 
I’m going to get up a temperance society for 
boys. We can do it, me and Jonas, and I’ll 
get every boy In tliis village to sign, and 
we’ll keep it, too.” 

‘‘I should like that,” said Jonas. “Cap’n 
I'aylor said he’d take me in as soon as I was 
eighteen; but I’d rather sign now'.” 

“I can’t wait till I'm eighteen,” said 
Billy. “ I feel as if I should die, if I didn’t 
begin to fight ’em right away.” 

“ Let’s draw up the papers to-night,” said 
Jonas, “ and get Tom Howells and W^alter 
New'man, and three or four of the other 
boys to go in with us to organize a society.” 

Billy was glad of anything that gave him 
a chance to work off his excitement, so the 
evening was spent in preparing the paper, 
carefully ruling it with red ink, and writing 
out a form of pledge which they all helped 
to compose. 

“There,” said Jonas, “now we arc all 
ready to begin, but how shall we get the 
boys together?” 

“ We must see all we can, and get ’em to 
meet in Squire Howells’ barn,” said Billy. 

“ We might put up a notice on the school- 
house, as they do for town meeting,” sug¬ 
gested Jonas. 

“ No, somebody’d be sure to stop us,” said 
Billy. “Walt till we get a fair start, and 
then we’ll give ’em a free fight.” 

Billy set his teeth together, and shook his 
head in a way that seemed to promise he 
would be ready for his part. 

[To be continued.] 


No man’s spirits were ever hurt by doing 
his duty; on the contrary, one good action, 
one temptation resisted and overcome, one 
sacrifice of desire or interest, purely for the 
sake of conscience, will prove a cordial for 
the heart, and a balm for low spirits, very 
far beyond what either indulgence, or diver¬ 
sion, or company can do for them. 
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HAPPY LIFE. 

BY LUELXA CLARK. 

Life i« happy ; hoar the birds — 

Early as the morning breaks, 

Every awoet-toned throat of silver 
Into songs of gladness breaks. 

Life is happy; see the kitten 
Darting in and out the door, 

Bacing, rolling, mad with frolic, 

On the snnny, nursery floor. 

Life is happy; on the flowers 
See the gay, white butterflies; 

In the sweet delight of motion 
How they flutter, fall, and rise. 

Life is happy; in the brooklets 
See the minnows glance and dive. 

Full of freedom and of gladness, 

All old ocean’s tenants live. 

life is happy; see the insects. 

Free, and frolicsome, and tair. 
Hovering cloud of blissful motion. 
Filling all the summer air. 

Thus for all God's humble creatures 
Happiness was surely meant. 

Let not, then, in sad repining 
Any human life be spent. 

Falls not to the ground a sparrow. 
Without notice of your Lord. 

How much more are ye than sparrows?” 
Was our Saviour’s precious word. 

Let us trust Him, then, for gladness; 

And, for all His blessings lent. 

Render thankful praise, and give Him 
Hearts and lives of sweet content. 


REAL FAIRIES. 

BT MRS. M. LEONARD. 

“I don’t like to read fairy stories; it 
makes me wish so that there really were 
fairies.” 

“ Wouldn’t It be nice if there only were ?” 

“ Yes, indeed! We could have everything 
we wanted, then—books, and dresses, and 
candy, and gold rlng^—” 

“ And beautifhl doll, with elegant clothes, 
just like grown people’s,” added wee Amy, 
rapturously, who never tired of making new 
and tasty additions to her doll’s wardrobe, 
though not favoring Miss Dolly with much 
of her society in other form than that of 
eeamstress. 

” But Cousin Addie says there are not any 
such things as fairies living in flowers, and 
up in the clouds, and talking to children, 
and giving them all sorts of nice things,” 
said Della conclusively ; “ and Cousin Addie 
ought to know, for she went with her father 


and mother to Europe, and so has seen a 
great deal of the world.” 

And our wise fourteen-year-old. Miss Della, 
who was getting to think herself a young 
lady, drew a very long sigh with the thought 
of how much more Cousin Addie had to make 
her happy than had she herself. She lived 
in a plain, wooden house, w here it was “ half 
country,” as Addie had called it, while her 
cousin’s father owned one of the most ele¬ 
gant stone houses on the most fashionable 
avenue in the city. 

This w as what Aunt Hattie heard, as the 
two girls came slowly toward w'here she 
was sitting, with her sewing, under the shade 
of a great, old-fashioned apple tree, one 
warm, quiet afternoon. 

” What is it about fairies and Cousin Ad¬ 
dle?” she asked, remembering the discon¬ 
tented face of the little girl who had visited 
Della, a few weeks before. 

“ Nothing, aunty—much—only she says 
there isn’t any.” 

” Isn’t any what?” asked Aunt Hattie. 

“ Addie says there are no fairies, really, 
but all these nice stories about them are Just 
made up, to please little children who are 
silly enough to believe them. I don’t believe 
them, I’m sure with a dignified air of su¬ 
periority, sitting dow'n beside her, while Amy 
doubled her little self up on the grass at their 
feet, and asked, wistfully, 

” But w'hy should there be such nice stories 
about them, if there isn’t anything at all 
like them in the world ?” 

” Now' you are coming to the question, 
Uttle Amy,” said Aunt Hattie. ‘‘ What is 
your idea of a fairy ?” 

‘‘0, they arc very, very little—at lea;it, 
the stories make us think so,” said Della. 

“Yes, and so good, and kind, and beauti¬ 
ful ; and they love us, too, and like to make 
us happy,” said Amy, slowly picking a 
flower, and gently playing with and petting 
the fragrant blossom as if it were human. 

‘‘But there are bad fairies, too, in the 
books—they are not all good,” broke in 
Della. 

*‘ I don’t remember about any bad ones,” 
said Amy, smiling to herself over her flower, 
as if she were forgetting the talk. 

‘‘ You do not say, either of you, how you 
imagine a fairy looks—what sort of forms 
they take.” 

“ I always thought they were little atoms 
of creatures, just like humans, only so very 
small—^no taller than ray finger,” said Della, 
who could almost always answer a question 
while Amy was thinking about it. ‘‘What 
do you think they are like, aunty ?” 
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. like to think that there are fairies in 

, world, and that they give us good and 
>eautiful gifts—all of us; not only little 
girls and boys, but grown up people, too 

“ O, aunty!” exclaimed Della, “ what do 
you mean ?’* 

“ Only that the gifts are proportioned to 
our wants, and little folks want toys and 
playthings, so the books make the fairies 
give those.” 

“ But they never do in reality!” cried 
Della, incredulously. 

“ Don’t they ? It is only a bigger fairy than 
your imagination pictures, in the shape of 
papa or mamma, uncle or cousin. Isn’t the 
gift just as good ? Then there are visible and 
invisible fairies—or rather intangible fairies 
—those that you can see, and those that you 
cannot describe, but that come into your 
heart, so quiet and still, and live there with 
you always; you may never know they are 
there, but other folks can see them shining 
out of your eyes, and playing in the comers 
of your mouth.” 

“ But, aunty, you are talking of something 
very different from the hook fairies. They 
sit in the flowers, and drink dew drops; and 
when anybody picks the flower they tell 
them some secret, and then fly away,” said 
Della, eagerly. 

” I should think Amy had found one, then, 
for she seems to get a great deal of happi> 
ness from the flower she has,” replied aunty, 
glancing at the little figure at her feet. 

‘‘ O, that is because I love them so dearly, 
aunty,” said Amy, looking up quickly. 

That is just where we grown up folks 
get our fairy gifts, from all these beautiful 
things that God has given us. Just think 
how many things there are around us to 
make us happy, and whisper secrets into our 
ears, if we will only keep our eyes and ears 
open, and onr hearts warm with love toward 
everything God has made. There is a little 
bird trying to tell us his idea about It, now.” 

” Do you think everything that is beauti¬ 
ful, and teaches us to love God, is like a fairy 
to us, aunty?” said Amy, smiling brightly. 

“That is what my fairies are. Every 
beautiful eloud, every bright-tinted leaf on 
the gay, autumn trees, all the sweet flowers, 
and even the common green grass—common 
here with us, but not with those who are 
obliged to live in the stone-walled, cramped- 
up city—because they all tell us a little differ¬ 
ent story of their own beauty and God’s love. 
1 said a different story ; I meant, the same 
story in their own different ways.” 

“ I never thought of it in that way, at all,** 
said Della, musingly. 


“ I am so glad, aunty, that you think there 
are fairies,” said Amy, joyfully, picking 
herself up, “or, at least, something that 
means the same. I shall love the little po¬ 
sies better than ever. I’m glad 1 live here 
with you, aunty.” 

“ ’Tis nice, isn’t it ?” cried Della, jumping 
up suddenly and cheerily. “Come, Amy, 
lets play tag, I want a good run.” And 
away they sped among the trees, their happy 
shouts of laughter following Aunt Hattie, as 
she gathered up her w'ork and went to the 
house to see that their usual supper of bread 
and milk should be ready for them. 


NATCHIE’S DONATION PARTY. 

BY MRS. JULIA P. SNOW. 

Natchle was an uncommonly good little 
girl. She was one of a large and rather ix>or 
family, whose parents owned a farm, and 
not a very large or productive one, either, 
their only means of support. So .all of the 
children had to work, and some of them to 
work pretty hard, too. 

But poor little Natchie could not labor 
like the others. She was lame. When she 
was a creeping baby she got an unlucky fall 
down stairs, and could never do as other 
children did ; and so her share of the farm 
business was the charge of the poultry. 
Never was any little maid more faithful to 
her cares, and nicer fowls were nowhere to 
be seen. In that neighborhood. People sent 
for them a great distance, for she had a 
great variety, from the tall Shanghac to the 
tiny Bantam, brown biddies and white bid¬ 
dies, Black Spaniards and dainty little Polish 
“Topknots,” Bolton Grays, and every other 
kind. Not to mention the troops of turkeys, 
ducks, and geese, which strutted and wad¬ 
dled about, and the flocks of doves which 
inhabited the air castles which big Brother 
Nathan had put up for them, on all the 
roofs, besides troops of pigeons, which filled 
the lofts of the bam, and made the summer 
air vocal with soft cooings. 

Every morning Natchle would limp down, 
before sunrise, and open the doors of the 
poultry house, and set the motley crew at 
liberty. She would give a peculiar cry, 
which they all understood, and the myriads 
of little feathered creatures wnuld come like 
a cloud to the feeding ground, under the 
great ehestnut tree. It was so nice to see 
the motherly hens, with their little families, 
looking like babies in yellow flannel frocks ; 
the great, handsom^^osters, in bro%vn, and 
black, and gold, piloting forth their families, 
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DOW and then scratching up a grub, or worm, 
with the most self-sufficient air in the world, 
and whatever else might have been sold of 
him, at least'As understood the art of pro> 
Tiding for a family. There were gamey little 
bantams, surly old turkey gobblers, besides 
whole battalions of young families, and whole 
squadrons of water fowl, young and old, 
under the ganderly watch and care of old 
Qrayqulll. Least and dearest of all was 
“Davy,” Natchle^s pet white dove, who 
never failed to seat himself on her shoulder, 
the moment she appeared. 

Breakfast over, Natchie expected her bid- 
dy-childrcn to forage for themselves, and, 
as the meal progressed, small parties were 
continually setting off to fhlfll their various 
engagements, of business or pleasure, for the 
day. The lordly gander and his fhmily, and 
their Jolly cousins, the ducks, made up a 
water party, and were soon engaged In a 
regatta upon the mill stream; while the land 
parties basked in the sun, instructed their 
children, or made feather dusters of them¬ 
selves, in small hollows under the currant 
bushes. 

It was a lovely afternoon In the last of 
May, or the first of June. The season was 
unusually forward, the air soft and mild, the 
sky clear, and the grass soft and dry. Best 
of all, it was a sort of holiday, to Natchie. 
Still, in that busy season, and with that 
great family, an idle holiday could hardly be 
spared, even to poor, little, lame Natchie. 
By way of compromise she asked leave to take 
her work to a fiivorlte spot near the stream, 
where there was a nice, flat rock, for a seat, 
and a large tree, convenient for shade and to 
lean against, near at hand, and a most charm¬ 
ing landscape, over which to glance, from 
time to time. 

•Permission g^ven, Natchie was soon 'estab¬ 
lished there. Being debarred from rougher 
play, this quiet rest was a real blessing and 
contort to her. 

The poultry yard was Natchie’s. little 
world. They were her little subjects, and 
she their queen—her companions and play¬ 
mates, and the sole dependence of her private 
exchequer, upon which depended her .ward¬ 
robe, and what few books which from time 
to time she was able to buy. Witj^ a very 
natural sense of gratitude, she had taken the 
very best of care of them through the win¬ 
ter. They bad laid faithfully, from Christ¬ 
mas to Easter, and were fine, plump fowls, 
in the bargain, and the little ones had done 
remarkably well, too; so that Natchie began 
seriously to take account of stock, and felt 
tolerably sure of a new winter cloak, and a 


faint vision of a crimson merino dress began 
to loom up in the distance, also. As the 
pleasant day dream of furturo comforts pass¬ 
ed before her mind’s eye, the work dropped 
from her listless Angers, and her eyes wan¬ 
dered dreamily over the pleasant landscape. 
But out of this pleasant reverie she was soon 
startled by a remarkable apparition. 

“ I declare !” exclaimed Natchie, shading 
her eyes, to moke sure she did not dream. 
**Here are all the allied forces, land and 
water just going to effect a landing, with 
Father Grayquill at their head, and old 
Mother Downlewlng close at his heels.” 

R^ht up the bank, into the little chestnut 
copse, never taking the slightest notice of 
their little mistress. Here they were joined 
by a formidable detachment of barnyard 
fowls. It seemed to be a preconcerted 
movement, and now, to the unspeakable 
surprise of the little girl, they saluted each 
other, as they met, in most excellent English. 

Nor did the wonder cease here, for each 
plump bird, putting Its pinion up to its pretty 
neck, undid something, and their feather 
mantles all fell off, and the jolliest company 
of little ladies and gentlemen that ever were 
seen stepped out on the green sward. Grand¬ 
mother Downlewlng, In her clean cap and 
soft gray dress, was the veritable Mother 
Goose of the nursery. The dear brown bid¬ 
dies came out as plump little matrons, in 
brown silk dresses, with red ribbons in their 
caps. 

Bold chanticleer appeared to great advan¬ 
tage as a brigadier general, assisting the 
ladles to uncloak, and otherwise rendering 
himself exceedingly usefhl, as well as orna¬ 
mental. 

A large, pet crow, of great intelligence, 
but of doubtfhl reputation for honsety, 
stood forth as a colored woman of the high¬ 
est respectability, and took charge of the 
wraps, giving to each bird one of its own 
feathers, as a check for their safe return. 

“ Ah! Dinah,” thought Natchie, “ If they 
all knew you as well as I do, they’d never 
trust you with their only garments.” 

The ducks shook out their crinoline, and, 
adjusting their jaunty velvet caps on their 
pretty heads, rustled forward in lustrous 
satin, with rich velvet trimmings, under the 
escort of the drake, who was ffilly equal to 
the occasion, as a splendid beau, in shining 
bottle-green, and linen of marvelous texture 
and whiteness. 

They all behaved much as real people do, 
under the circumstances. The little matrons 
in brown silk and red ribbons put on their 
white aprons, and resolved themselves into 
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a table committee, and speedily set forth 
upon the grass a collation which should sat¬ 
isfy all the requirements of what was, evi¬ 
dently, some very important occasion. 

The young people pretended to help, and 
got together in corners, to whisper and flirt, 
and the young ones, in their yellow flannel 
frocks, ran around under everybody’s feet, 
teasing for angle worms and tender bits of 
stewed slugs; even growing bold enough, in 
time, to snatcli oflT a whole grasshopper at 
once, in defiance of boxed ears and the most 
spiteful of pecks, from the “ Hen with one 
chicken.” 

But there were weak mothers, and indulg¬ 
ent aunties who kept the small people sup¬ 
plied, and they never once stopped eating 
till they could eat no more, and Mrs. Ban¬ 
tam’s two youngest were actually in fits, 
and had to take the greatest lot of great, 
dirty gravel stones, and Dr. Broadfriil shook 
his head ominously enough, as it was. 

Supper was at last announced, and such a 
supp>er! No end of grasshoppers, tender 
and young, roasted in the sun; the early 
worms, and quantities of tiny caterpillars; 
side dishes of small spiders, and iVogs fricca- 
seed, besides tadpoles, raw, for the gentle¬ 
men. The dish of honor, before Mother 
Goose herself, was a great cabbage leaf filled 
with minnows, chub, dace, and even small 
perch, the result of a whole day’s fishing, 
and no small amount of hard work, and vast 
self-denial. There was no lack of grain, com, 
and oats, and sundry slices of bread and 
morsels of biscuit bore witness to Dinah’s 
talent for “raids.” And, blest with excel¬ 
lent appetites, they all sat down to cat and 
gossip with the greatest relish in the world. 

“My dear Mrs. Specklewing,” remarked 
an old lady in black, with a necklace of gold 
beads, “how do you get along with your 
great family ? Seems to me you have even 
more than usual, this season.” 

“Yes, rather more than last summer; 
but la I what difference docs one or two 
more chicks make ? /never have any trouble 
with my family, except now and then pip, 
or sometimes bad weather.” 

“ As for pip,” remarked Mrs. Duster, “ I 
always give pepper tea. It settles things at 
once.” 

“ I should think it would,” coughed Mrs. 
Brownie, “ and settle the chicks, too. Now 
all I ever do for pip, is to take six red gravel 
stones, steep ’em in sun-warm water, and 
give a biliAill once an hour. It’s sure relief, 
if you keep on long enough, and nothing 
happens.” 

“ Sand pills are good, too,” remarked Mrs. 


Cropplecrown. “ There’s nothing like send¬ 
ing of ’em to the ‘ sand cure.’ Let ’em lie 
in it, and rub in it, and scratch in it, and 
take sand pills every hour. Nothing like it 
to regulate the system. Don’t say a word 
of this to Dr. Broadfriil! He believes in big 
gravel stones. But sand pills agree better 
with the constitutions of my children; and 
I must say that I believe in progress, and 
what is the use in sticking to big gravel 
stones, when small sand pills do exactly ns 
well?” 

“After all,” sighed a low-spirited lady, 
in half mourning, “ what is the use of 
raising families through all the dangers 
of chickenhood, only to see them sw ept off 
in troops before our eyes, at thanksgiving 
time. I’ve raised many a brood, but not a 
chick have I left to scratch for in my old 
age.” And she sadly dried her eyes on a 
handkerchief of the finest barn cobwebs. 

“ For my part,” remarked General Chan¬ 
ticleer, a little nervously, “I should like to 
know how the human race is going to pros¬ 
per, if Thanksgiving is not properly observed. 
Especially, how arc w'e going to serve our 
dear little mistress, Natchie, if we do not 
try in every way to help her. When I think 
of her kindness and devotion to us, through 
this long and terrible winter, I feel as if I 
would cheerfully lay my head on the stump 
in the yard, and go to my grave”— 

“Your gravy, you mean,” snapped out 
Mrs. Duster. “ What difference do you sup¬ 
pose your chcerfulfiess is going to make, I 
wonder ? You’ve got to go, anyhow ”— 

Mrs. Duster would have said more, but 
was here interrupted by a choking squall 
from the throat of Mrs. Broadfoot, who, in¬ 
discreetly attempting her seventeenth tad¬ 
pole, was now borne insensible from the 
table. Dr. Sbanghae, the late homeopath, 
undertook her case, and, as it did not readily 
yield to treatment, proposed to watch the 
progress of symptoms, if it took all night. 
An arrangement which gave profound satis¬ 
faction to her husband, who forthwith re¬ 
turned to the table, to his favorite dishes, 
and the side of his pretty partner, Mrs. Ban¬ 
tam, who was looking her very prettiest in a 
white alpaca suit, with bloomers to match, 
seated himself with the air of a Drake who 
has done his duty by his family, and from 
whom nothing more can be expected. 

Though the supper was so fine, there were 
n^ wanting those who regretted that the 
supply of grasshoppers was so scanty, owing 
to the early season, while there were twice 
as many angleworms as anybody wanted. 
Poor Mrs. Swizzlepcn did so long for a tenth 
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cup of spring water, after It was all drank 
up, and whispered that If the pockets of old 
StlAquill were searched, It would be seen 
why the supply of tadpoles fell so far short 
of the demand, and various other such re¬ 
marks, common to a social gathering where 
the supper Is the main feature of the enter¬ 
tainment. 

As the feast drew near its conclusion, the 
clear voice of Mother Goose was heard, call¬ 
ing the company to order. 

“ We have met here,” said she, “ partly 
for social enjoyment, and partly for the pur¬ 
pose of giving to our little mother some 
substantial tokens of our gratitude for her 
care of us during this long winter, when we 
could neither scratcli nor fish for ourselves. 
People often have donation parties, and 
though we often appear on those occasions, 
we don't attend in a condition to observe 
much. Dinah has seen them, however, and 
the pastor's wife's canary bird told her all 
about the last one. You all give what you 
can, or give w'hat you promise. Now what 
can we give to dear little Natchic? Suppose 
we appoint Mr. Stiffquill as our secretary ?” 

This being done, and Stiffquill seated by a 
flat rock with a large linden leaf before him, 
with one of his own pens took down the 
subscriptions. 

“ I >vill give her,” said the pretty, Polish 
dame, “a necklace of pearls, for the inside 
of her throat; and I beg that you will all 
contribute to it from your stores.” 

“ We will! we will I” cried out all the 
hen ladies, who are not by any moans such 
fools as they seem. 

“ And I,” said Ducky Snowbreast, ” will 
give my cloak to make her winter bed.” 

“ I—hem—in fact,” remarked Grandad 
Snowbreast, looking very foolish, ” I would 
propose that the gentlemen among us make 
up the pillows, if the ladies don't object. I 
cannot forget how kindly she relieved mo of 
care, when Sam Carter broke the limb of my 
beloved partner, at plucking time, throwing 
npon me the entire responsibility of the 
family.” 

Mother Goose smiled. 

** I don't think Natchie will care which 
portion of her family gives either portion of 
the feathers and down which she will expect 
to receive. I shall give my vest to trim her 
winter hood, when I have done with it.”. 

” I'll kill all the bugs I can get at, and all 
the caterpillars in her garden, too!” cried 
Mrs. Spcckiewlng. 

” I'll sec that my family don’t destroy her 
flowers,” said General Longspur. 

“ I will volunteer,” said Chanticleer, in a 


very low voice, his very whiskers growing 
pale as he spoke, ” I will volunteer to lead 
the forlorn hope. Who will volunteer for 
Thanksgiving ?” 

“I will follow you, Chanticleer,” said 
Gobelere. 

“ And 1, also,” said Broadfoot, who had 
had too much pond water. 

” And I, too,” said many others. 

And 1,” said Davy. “ I have only ray 
love, for at my best I am but a poor little 
pigeon.” 

“And I,” said Mother Goose, “ will give her 
a talisman, by which she shall win friends, 
not even knowing that she possesses it, till 
she needs it. And now w'c have all done 
what we could. Stiflfquill, take care of the 
minutes; and, Dinah, get us all our cloaks.” 

Alas for revelers I alas for cloaks! For 
Dinah, true to her thievish nature, had con¬ 
veyed them all up into a dead tree, and was 
most industriously stuffing them into a hole. 

What was to be done? They could not 
get them, and they could not go without 
them. Davy started for the tree top, but 
the expression of Dinah’s face, caught in 
her mischief, was so Irrcsistably comical 
that Natchic burst into a loud laugh. 

“Ha! ha! ha!” 

What was the matter? Natchic rubbed' 
her eyes in wonderment. Nobody to be 
seen; the fog rising, a faint cackling in the 
distance, the sewing unfinished, and poor 
Natchie’s limbs very stiff, from her uneasy 
couch. And Priscilla at the gate, shading' 
her eyes with her hand, calling anxiously for 
Natchie. 

Next day, every hen that could make the 
least excuse for doing It, laid an egg; and 
this good luck continued, till Natchie’s bas¬ 
ket was filled with the “ goodly pearls,” and 
her little purse with comfortable greenbacks. 

And at picking time such a yield of feathers 
were never seen! With what Natchie’s 
mother had on hand, the little bed was soon 
filled. And sure enough! the pair of Snow- 
breasts did give almost a pillowfhll. And 
Natchie had her warm sack, just as she 
desired. 

And, besides, Natchie had the good luck 
to please the sick appetite of an invalid lady 
from the city, with some dainty delicacy, of 
her own manufacture, which she had been 
kind enough to send in, as kind neighbors 
should do, sometimes. This was the begin¬ 
ning of a warm friendship between the pair; 
and the result was, that Natchie went home 
with her, and a great doctor did something 
for her w'hlcli liclpcd her lameness ever so 
much, and when she went home she took 
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with her some choice books, and pretty 
things, and the prettiest crimson merino 
ever seen in all Shady Lake. 

And, after all, the only talismans she pos* 
sessed, were patience, skill, and faithfulness, 
and a good, kind heart, with an earnest de¬ 
sire to do all her duties, both small and 
great, and, above all, the one duty that lies 
next us. __ 

LILLIE AT THE WINDOW. 

BY JULIA X. THAYER. 

A bluebird upon a bough Is swinging, 

Swinging, every day; 

And now I hear her merrily singing; 

Mamma, what does she say? 

She says, little girl, “ Tu-weet, tu-wee; 

I've five pretty nestlings up in the tree. 

Five little birdies without a feather. 

In one tiny nest all huddled together; 

They’ll surely fall out if they don't agree. 
Tu-weet, tu-wee, tu-weet, tu-wee." 

And seel a squirrel is gaily whisking. 

Whisking, along the way; [ing. 

And now he is nodding, and winking, and h-isk- 
Mamma, what does he say? 

He says, Lillie. " Whist! be still as a mouse. 
And I'll tell you about a queer, little house. 
Cradle, and castle, and arbor, all three. 

By wind fairies rocked in the top of a tree, 
\^ere madam and I have set up for ourselves. 
As Jolly and free as two little wood elves." 

In a silver mist the rain is falling. 

Upon the new-mown hay; 

One little drop to another is calling. 

Mamma, what does It say? 

It says, " Hurry on, hurry on, hurry on; 

1 scarcely was op before I fell down; 

Away in the sky, and then back again, so. 

And that is the way that I make things grow. 
Such a big, little drop, stand out of my way. 
Hurry on, hurry on, hurry on, I say." 

But now the wind is raising a pother, 

The clouds arc scudding away; 

Like phantom ships they chase one another. 

Mamma, what do they say? 

They say, " For shame, for shame, let us go! 
Poor little Lillie is moping so; 

How she can run and play in the meadow? 

How can she know that behind the shadow 
The merry, old day god is shining still? 

Away, away, away with a will." 

May I go out, now? But, when play is over, 
And with it the long, long day. 

And night calls home each tired little rover. 
Mamma, what will she say? 

She will say, " My darlings, I hope you’ve been 
good; 

Now squirrel and birdie go back to the wood. 
And Lillie, run home to your own little nest. 
For you are the birdie that mamma loves best; 
Sleep sweetly and soundly the darkness all 
through. 

For angels are watching o'er mamma and you. 


BIRDS AND THEIR WAYS. 

BT MRS. PA.RIZA.DB V. HATHAWAY. 

When the last days of September lay their 
many-colorcd finger tips upon the trees, let 
us take a peep among the bright leaves. 

Here are four or five tiny birds. We have 
seen none like them through all the summer 
days. The old birds have spent the summer 
and reared their young far away up in Brit¬ 
ish America. Now they are returning, bring¬ 
ing their tender bird children with them. 
They will stay with us a short time, then fly 
away to the southern States or Mexico to 
winter. How brisk they are! Sec thkt one 
going from branch to branch, scanning the 
bark and twigs for worms and insect eggs. 
Now he flies out and catches a passing bug 
or fly; a moment after he is hovering over a 
leaf like a humming bird, to take an insect 
from its surface. His head, back, wings, and 
tail are dark olive, tinted with green, much 
more brightly on some parts than others. 
The under parts are grayish white, with a 
shade of brownish yellow. There is a white 
ring around the eye, and two white bands 
across each wing. 

But what was that 1 saw on the top of his 
head as he alighted on a twig? A bright 
crimson spot! These red feathers are usually 
concealed, and can bo seen only when he 
raises the olive ones that cover them ; but I 
have seen a good many of these birds that 
showed this spot bright as a ruby all of the 
time. He does not have this crown until he 
is two years old. He is called the Muby- 
crowned Wren. 

The first one that I remember seeing, in¬ 
troduced himself to mo In a grove where the 
branches drooped over a brook. He flew 
from tree to tree, turned from one side to 
the other when on a perch, viewing me from 
every point of observation, his sharp, black 
eyes all the time inquiring, “ Who are you ?" 

I always see the ruby-crowned wren when 
ho goes north in April. Among the blos¬ 
soms of the poplar I hear his call, “ Tse-c- 
e-e,’’ and sometimes his fine, emphatic song, 
“Tse-e-e-e whe-at we-at we-at-we we-at-se 
we-at-se-e-e.” 

The ruby-crowned wren is only four and a 
half inches firom the point of his bill to the 
end of his tail; but he has a cousin smaller 
than himself, the golden-crested wren, whose 
entire length is not quite four inches—about 
half an inch longer than a ruby-throated 
humming bird. He goes north in the spring 
and returns in the autumn, about the same 
time that the ruby crown does. 
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One October he made me a very nice call, 
flying in at the door and flattering upon a 
window. 1 caught him carefully, but he 
escaped from my hand, and struck the wall 
of the room so hard with his bill that he fell 
stunned. When I took him up, he w as gasp¬ 
ing for breath, and opening and shutting his 
black eyes as if in distress. Above, he was 
of a flne green with a tint of yellow' like the 
early foliage of spring. Beneath, he was 
whitish. There were bands of yellowish 
white on the w'ings. Over each eye was a 


white line ; above these lines and encircling 
the front and both sides of the crown, a 
black stripe ; within this, on the crown, a 
patch of golden yellow, with a brilliant 
orange spot in its center. The bill w'as 
black and very delicate, Inside orange colored. 

In a short time he began to revive, and 
showed his liveliness by stretching up his 
neck and opening his eyes w'idely at the 
sound of voices in conversation. Then he 
flew' from my hand into the free air w ith a 
knowing little chirp, “ Good bye.” 



A NEW GAME. 


“ Well, Master Queer,” said the Corporal, 
throwing down bis bat and ball, “ if you can 
forget the Red Stockings and White Stock¬ 
ings long enough to hear me through, and 
our little friend Tommy Bancroft, here, will 
not disturb us by his racket, I will read you 
what I have written down about this new 
game of mine.” 

“ Certainly, sir; certainly. Corporal,” said 
the Private, with a respectful bow'. “ When 
you speak we are all well pleased to keep 
silent.” 

And so there was quiet on the playground ; 
and, as they gathered around the table under 
the old shade tree, the Corporal read as 
follows : 

“I call this game ‘Th* Littl* Corporal's 
Vowel Game,’ and this is the way it is played: 
The company take the five regular vowels, a, e, 
i, o, u, and, beginning with the first letter, each 
player writes as long a sentence as he or she can, 
using no vowel except a in any word, but repeat- 


4ng that letter as often as desirable. Thus, for 
instance, the first person playing might WTite: 

* Ah! madam; Nathan Ballard, a tall, raah, black 
man, at Pans, has a mad cat that can catch all bad 
rats, ants, ana bats, at Frank Waldamar's bam.* 

“ You may give the players five minutes, or five 
days, or weeks, (any time you agree on before¬ 
hand,) to make up the sentence. When the time 
is up the sentences are read, and the one having 
the longest sentence, of good, plain, common- 
sense English, has gained the first point. You go 
through the same for each of the five vowels, and 
when all the sentences are read and compared, 
the person who has gained the most points wine 
the game. W and Y are sometimes consonants, 
and sometimes vowels, and as it may often be 
diflicult to satisfy players on this point, I have 
laid down the rule that in this game the letters 
w and y may be used on/y when they begin words 
or syllables, for then only they are sure to be 
consonants. As this game is practiced, I may 
find It necessary to make other rules in regard to 
it, but at present the above is all.” 

And now for a game. 1 propose that the 
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whole of The CorporaVs army shall unite In 
one grand game. As hinted above, several 
games might be played In one evening, but 
wc may take as long a time for it as we 
■choose, and as I wish now to play a game in 
which the young folks of America, north, 
south, east, and west, on the Pacific Coast, 
and even our subscribers across the Sea may 
unite if they choose, we will begin the play 
now, and keep at it for several months before 
we finish it up. We will report monthly, in 
the pages of The Corporal Magazine, and 
let all the children everywhere take part 
in it. 

Send on your sentences as soon as you 
please, taking either one of the vowels, 
whichever you think you can do best with, 
or you may send sentences for all of them, 
if you prefer. 

To make the game more interesting, w’e 
hereby offer a prize of ten dollars in money for 
the longest good sentence for each vowel— 
fifty dollars in all. The competition will re¬ 
main open until the Ist of February. We will 
make a report in our October number of the 
progress of the game, and will print a num¬ 
ber of the best sentences received, with the 
names of the authors. A similar report will 
be given each month, and, taking all the 
sentences together, we expect to have a 
curious collection. 

Wc look to you, boys and girls, and oldor 
friends with young hearts, to make this 
game an interesting one. So set your wits 
to work. 

TOMMY’S MENAGERIE. 

FOR THE WEE ONES.—BY PRUDY. 

It was all Uncle Jim’s fault, every bit ol 
it, because, if he hadn’t taken Tommy to tht 
museum, to see the wild beasts, and snakes, 
and curious animals, Tommy never would 
have thought of such a thing as a menagerie. 
And Uncle Jim wasn’t very much to blame, 
cither, for Tommy’s papa and mamma went 
away for a whole week, and took the baby, 
and left Tommy and Uncle Jim with only 
Bridget, and so, of course, they would get 
into »ome mischief. Well, as I said. Uncle 
Jim took Tommy to the museum, and I 
couldn’t begin to tell you how many won¬ 
derful things he saw—a canary bird that 
could dance on a tight rope and fire a gun; 
and a rooster without any head, that walked 
about and crowed; a lot of monkeys in a cage; 
and, strangest of all, what they called “ The 
Happy FamUyC which was a great cage, 
where a couple of cats, a dog, some white 


mice, a long-tailed rat, a lot of birds, and 
several other animals all lived together. 
They didn’t look very happy, but then they 
didn’t eat each other up, and that is all you 
can say of some other “ happy families.” 

Tommy talked a great deal about the 
museum, and thought about it a great deal 
more. He asked his Uncle Jim all manner 
of questions, as they sat at breakfast ^ he 
next morning. Uncle Jim was sipping his 
coffee and reading his paper, and trying t"> 
make up his mind whether there would bo a 
war in Europe or not, so he only listened oc¬ 
casionally to Tommy’s questions, though he 
answ’ered them just the same. 

“Uncle Jim,” said Tommy, “how you 
s’pose they caught that big snake ?” 

“ Um, yes; I presume so,” said Uncle 
Jim. 

Tommy looked hard at Uncle Jim, and ate 
three mouthfuls of toast. Then he ventured 
again, 

“ Uncle Jim, what you s’pose they stuff 
up those birds w’id? The ones in the big 
cage, wid their wings all fluttered out so. ’ 

“Yes; most likely,” said Uncle Jim. 

Tommy didn’t see the point, so he thought 
about it a little while, until Uncle Jim laid 
down his paper to butter a muffin. 

“Uncle Jim,” he began, “ w'hy don’t that 
cat eat up the birds and things?” 

“O,” said Uncle Jim, quite rationally, 
“ they’re used to living together. I dare say 
they didn’t like it very well at first—have a 
muffin, Tommy?” 

Tommy decided to have a muffin, and 
while he was eating it Uncle Jim went away, 
and Bridget came in and told him to finish 
his breakfast quick, for she was in a hurry. 
Tommy was never in a hurry, but he finished 
his breakfast, and went and sat on the back 
steps, to feed his pigeons and watch for Billy. 
There were two white pigeons, with great, 
spreading fan-tails, and one beautiful slate- 
colored pigeon, with glossy feathers that 
shaded into green, and purple, and red, in 
the sun. They ran about on the clean, 
gravel w alk, with their pretty, red feet, coo¬ 
ing and chattering, as they picked up the 
com Tommy threw them. The great, mal¬ 
tose cat came up to Tommy, rubbing her 
sleek fur against his feet, and trying her 
best to say “ good morning ” to him. The 
pigeons were not at all afraid of the cat, and 
all at once it occurred to Tommy that he 
might have a happy family, if he only had a 
cage to put it in. 

Just at this unlucky moment Billy came 
sauntering up the alley, eating a thick slice 
of bread and molasses. Tommy hail.'U him 
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directly, and the two boys went out and sat 
in the door of the wood house, while all the 
marvels of the museum were talked over. 

It was a great triumph to Tommy to be 
able to tell Billy anything that he did not 
know, and his eyes grew bigger and bluer 
every moment with excitement. 

“ An' more’ll a million birds, Billy, wld all 
their fedders, and wings fluttered out, only 
but they couldn't fly; an’ lots of aiiTul big 
snakes, all stutfed full of flngs they swallow¬ 
ed, an' little bits of snakes, all pickled up in 
pfrMTve bolOcH^ an’ monkeys in a cage, but 
they was olive, and they don’t never feed 
’em, ’cause it said you mustn’t, on a card 
that Uncle Jim read. An’ I like the monkeys 
tiest, ’cause they can just stand up in the air 
and hold on wid their tails.” 

“ I’ve seen a monkey, myself,” said Billy ; 
** two on ’em.” 

“O ray, Billy, you’d ought to see the 
happy family,” exclaimed Tommy, frisking 
off from the step in his excitement, and then 
coming back again. 

“ You sec, they don’t like It, at first. Uncle 
Jim s’posos, but they get used to It, and they 
all live together in a big cage—there’s a cat 
wid a rat on her back, and some white mice 
running over a little dog, and some birds, and 
a monkey, and lots of flngs.” 

“Tommy,” interrupted Billy, “you go 
and ask Bridget for a cookey, and get one 
for me.” 

“ Well,” said Tommy, and away he went. 
Bridget was just tying on her hat. She told 
Tommy she was going to market, and if he 
would be a good boy she would bring him 
two balls of pop corn. Tommy consented 
reluctantly, for he liked to go to market 
with Bridget; and then she gave him two 
cookies, and called him a “ nice little gintle- 
man.” 

While he was sharing his cookies with 
Billy, he ventured to tell him of his plan for 
getting up a happy family. 

“ Tell ye what,” said Billy, “ we can do 
it. Bob ’s got a big squirrel cage in the 
bam, and we’ll put in my puppy and S’lena’s 
white mice.” 

“ An’ I’ll catch Muff and one of my pig¬ 
eons,” said Tommy, In an ccstacy of delight. 

There was nothing at all to hinder, sc the 
cage was brought over, the fat little puppy 
waddling after as fast as his short legs would 
allow. I am afraid the white mice were 
smuggled away, for S’lena was very choice 
of her pets, but they were brought. In some 
fashion: and then Muff was bribed into 
Billy’s arms by a bit of eooky, and held fast; 
while Tommy expended all his skill in catch¬ 


ing the blue pigeon, which seemed from the 
first to suspect something. There was no 
trouble in getting the mice into the cage—it 
was only to open their box and tip them in, 
and they hid themselves in a wink under the 
straw on the bottom. The blue pigeon went 
In easily, too, when it was once caught, but 
old Muff was a tight squeeze, and was only 
crowded through the door by vigorous push- 
ing, yowling dismally, and leaving some 
bunches of fur by the way. As for the pup¬ 
py, it was clearly of no use to try; so that 
part of the family w’us left outside. 

But Mutt’smelt mice, instantly, and pounced 
upon them, seizing one little unfortunate, 
while the other made his escape through the 
bars of the cage, and took refuge in the 
woodpile. It was all over in a flash, while 
Tommy and Billy w'ere consulting as to the 
possibility of taking off the bottom of the 
cage and putting Fido in that way. And in 
the meantime Fido waddled off, and had to 
be brought back, so neither of them knew 
anything of the fate of the mice, and puss 
sat wiping her w'hiskersand never gave a hint. 

Yes, the bottom of the cage would come 
off; it was only fastened on with hooks; 
and after infinite trouble, Fido and Muff 
were squeezed in together, and fastened 
there. Neither of them liked the situation. 
They had been perfectly amiable to each 
other in the back yard and alley, but being 
sltut up together in a cage was a different 
affair. So Muff began to spit and scold, and 
Fido to bark angrily, greatly to Tommy’s 
surprize and Billy’s delight. 

“They’ll get used to it, I guess,” said 
Tommy, doubtfully; while Billy rolled on 
the floor and laughed at every fresh show of 
ffiostilitics; and the blue pigeon perched in 
the top of the cage and looked anxious and 
uncomfortable. In the midst of it all, Brid¬ 
get came to the back door, calling Tommy, 
and holding out two balls of pink pop-corn. 
Tommy ran instantly, Billy followed at a 
safe distance, and poor Fido gave a yelp and 
a plunge of despair, as he saw his master 
disappear. The bottom of the cage rolled 
one way, and the top another. Muff made 
one bound and disappeared under the wood- 
house, Fido came tumbling frantically after 
Billy, and the blue pigeon sailed up to the 
roof to dress his rumpled feathers. Nobody 
over heard from the white mice, but the 
Happy Family was considered a failure. 

TTiat night Tommy ate his supper very 
soberly, and scarcely spoke at all. Only 
once he asked, gravely, “Uncle Jim, how 
long you s’pose it takes ’em to get used to 
it ?” And Uncle Jim didn’t know. 
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* MY-MOTHER-WANTS-ME.” * 

BT XB8. M. B. C. Bl^B. 

The dandelioDB were going to seed. 

Their soft globes shining all over the mead; 
Clond like and feathery, downy and white. 

The My-mother-wants- mes, so airy and light 

“ I’ll try one,” said Katy, “ one, two, three. 

And see if my mother is wanting me.” 

Off at her breathing each winged seed flew, . 
And she gaily came running, to ask was it-trnef 

Next Lnlie her one, two, three times puffed; 

But she blew off but half of the snowy tuft 
So she laughingly said, “ 1 can play all day. 

For the My-mother-wants-me says I may.” 

But little Nell, sorrowful, turning aside. 

No sign of the My-mother-wants-me tried. 

For her mother dwells in the far land, where 
They make no sign when they want us there. 

Then I said, “ Little Nelly, take one and blow. 
And hasten to me, if the seeds all go.” 

And I hope the dear mother in heaven smiled. 
When she saw that 1 toarUed her orphan child. 

• All the children know what the “My-mother-wants- 
raes are. They blow the dandelion seed globes three 
times, and if all the seeds go off, then their mother 
wants ’em. __ 

THE PraEFLY. 

Dear LtUle Corporal: Have yon observed 
what a carnival season these glowing, golden, 
summer days seem to be for the insect world ? 
All day long the butterflies flit from flower 
to flower, and bugs and beetles. In glittering 
coats of mail, wander on their little errands, 
up and down the garden paths, while the 
hum of innumerable flies and bees kept up a 
soft accompaniment to the bird solos and 
choruses, that ring out from the trees and 
hedges. Verily, turn which way we will, 
we find that 

*' There’s never a leaf nor blade too mean 


single gleam, and then again a great number 
of flashes at once, as if they were agreed on 
forming a miniature constellation. 

The firefly is not really a “ fly ” at all, 
but a soft-shelled beetle; and therefore be¬ 
longs to the great order of insects called the 
COLBOPTBRA. Its Scientific name is Photinxu 
pyralie. Almost everyone is familiar with 
the appearance of the perfect insect, but in 
its two preceding stages—^the larva and pupa 
—^it is less widely known. 

The larva lives in the soil, subsisting on 
earth worms and soft-bodied insects. It has 
not yet been ascertained how long it exists 
in a larva state, but probably several months, 
as most borrowing coleopterous larve grow 
slowly. 

When it has reached its ftill size, it is a 
smooth, distinctly-jointed worm, about one 
and one-eighth inches in length, divided into 
thirteen rings, or segments, besides the head. 
On the top of each segment is a polished, 
homy, brown plate, marked with three 
white lines. The sides are pink, or reddish, 
and the under surface cream colored, ^with 
brown markings. Each of the first three 
segments is furnished with a pair of jointed 
legs, but, unlike ths butterfly Larva, of which 
I told you in my former letter, it has no pro¬ 
legs, with the exception of one, of very 
singular form, at the tail. This proleg, or 
appendage, is retractile—that is, capable of 
being drawn in or thrust out at will—and 
serves not only to aid the worm in moving 
about, but also to brush off impurities from 
the head and other parts of the body, after 
feeding. The editor of The American EnUh 
mciogiMty who has carefully observed it, says: 

** It is quite amusing to watch one, as it 
deftly curls its body and stretches this 
* hofuppe,^ fan-like, over its head, and literally 
washes itself.” 


To be some hanpy creature’s palace.” The abdominal segments are luminous, 

But if the sunshine lures out the most and it may be discovered by this character- 
gaily dressed of these tiny beings, the purple istic, if the soil which it inhabits be stirred 
twilight has, also, its no less interesting after dark. It is represented at a. 
devotees; and even during the star-lit mid- When it has completed its growth it forms 
night hours, a sombre-colored throng pursue a compact wall all around Itself, and, in this 
their pleasures, and perform the work allot¬ 
ted to them. 

Among those insects that emei^e from 
their hiding places only after the sun has set, 
there is one which attracts general attention 
and admiration. Imean the “firefly.” With 
what pleasure we follow its soft, intermittent 
sparkle, over the lawn and through the 

shrubbery. The dusky scene becomes fairly _ 

brilliant, on warm evenings in July and rose, and wM'te. with a faint light. It 
August, with these innumerahle little lights, remains in this state only about ten days, 
ever vanishing and reappearing, sometimes a when it slips off the pupal covering, gnaws 


^ little, earthen house, 

jof it changes to pupa. 

_ The pupa is not so 

very unlike the larva 
in appearance, except 
jJr that the upper portion 

VT is thickened, and wing 

cases are plainly vial- 

l-'e; ‘t. 
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or breaks its way out of its tight little cham- 
ber, and comes to the surface of the ground a 
perfect beetle. 

Seen by daylight, there is nothing espec¬ 
ially attractive about this insect. Its upper 
wings, or wing cases, are a 
grayish black, bordered with 
a narrow line of pale yellow. 
The head, with its large eyes, 
is not visible, but is drawn 
completely under the shield¬ 
like top of the thorax, the 
being left un- 

lo^^droseeoior. covered. The thorax is dingy 
yellow, with a black spot in the center, and 
a rose-colored one on each side. Its legs are 
grayish, rather feeble, not being formed for 
very much use. The abdomen is dark brown, 
except the last two segments, which are of 
a bright, sulphur yellow, and fl'om these the 
strange, brilliant light is given out. This 
light Is phosphorescent, and the flash seems 
to be produced by a sudden movement of 
one ring upon the other, as when you draw 
a mateh quickly across some surface not 
quite rough enough to cause it to ignite. 

Under the wing cases, which I have des¬ 
cribed, are folded the much larger, transpa¬ 
rent wings, by which it flies, though it is 
true that there is a slight motion, also, of 
the upper wings, which are held straight out 
from the body. The flight is very graceful, 
a sort of slow swimming through the air, 
the motion of the wings being so rapid that 
we cannot distinguish any flutter. 

Fireflies have none but ag^reeablo associa¬ 
tions in our minds. How many delightful 
social, out-of-door gatherings, and moonlight 
walks, have they thrown the light of their 
tiny lanterns upon! They are the delight of 
children, who entertain all sorts of queer, 
poetical ideas in regard to them. I have a 
little, fialry-like, three-year-old friend, who 
has a great fancy for catching numbers of 
these little creatures, and entangling them in 
her long, golden curls, and ho one could 
wish to see a prettier picture than this white- 
robed child, with the flreflies forming a halo 
aroond her own little, sparkling face. 

Marie Estelle. 


Lizzie’s Faith. —A mother knelt with her 
little girl In prayer. As they rose from their 
knees, the child threw her arms about her 
mother’s neck and whispered, 

“ Did God say ‘ yes ’ to you, mamma, when 
you prayed to-night 
The mother evaded an answer by asking, 

“ Did He say so to you, my darling?” 

“ Why, yea, mamma,” she said, earnestly. 
“ He always says when I pray to Him 
Why may not all who pray have the perfect 
fisith of thU little child ? Alta Orant. 
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THE NEW YEAH, 1871. 

FURTHER ENLARGEMENTS AND 
IMPROVEMENTS. 


As announced in our July number, we have 
other improvements in prospect for the new 
year. Our magazine is to be enlarged, by 
adding more pages, so that it will give about 
the same amount of matter that is given in 
” Our Young Folks.” We shall also have 
more illustrations, that will be original and 
flrst class in every respect, inferior to those 
of no other magazine, and the price will be 
changed to dollar and a half. It will then 
be the cheapest juvenile magazine in the 
world, considering its quality. In our next 
number we will give all particulars in regard 
to this change. Please read carefhlly the 
flrst article in the Publishers’ Department, 
on page 95 of this number. 

“THE WEST.” 

The Corporal has had so many compli¬ 
mentary notices from the Press, so many 
words of praise, since he came out in his new 
dress, as well as before, that he might be 
accused of vanity if he reprinted them all. 
But one came a few days ago, that was so 
laughable that, if we had a Ihnny column, 
we would certainly put this at the head of 
the page. We love New England, and all 
the East, and have seen a good deal of it; 
but we had supposed that the people there 
who once thought the West a poor, benight¬ 
ed land, only flt to send missionaries to, were 
all dead, or enlightened and reformed. But 
the following choice extract from a very nice 
weekly journal, called ” The Hew-England 
HometUad,''' and published at Springfield, 
Mass., shows that w'e are mistaken ; and it 
is too frinny for us to keep. Aft er compli¬ 
menting The Little Corporal Magazine, 
it says: 
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“ In the Weatem country, where books and papers 
are scarcer than with us, it roust have a large circu¬ 
lation.” 

When we first read these lines, we smiled. 
When we thought of them afterward, we 
tried to maintain our dignity, but were 
obliged to smile again, and to keep on smil¬ 
ing, of course In an exceedingly dignified 
way, because of the great respect we liave 
for our good friends of the Neto-England 
J/oinestead. 

We have had the misfortune to be born 
and raised in this western country “ where 
books and papers are so scarce,” and after 
reading this funny sentence, we had a curi¬ 
osity to know just what the facts were. Wc 
turned to Rowell’s American Newspaper 
Directory, and found that the State of Mas¬ 
sachusetts, w’here our frichd of the Home- 
Mead is located, has 208 newspapers, while 
all New England together has 439. Turning 
to Illinois, we find that that one State alone 
has 425 newspapers—more than twice as 
many as Massachusetts, and nearly as many 
as the whole of New England combined. 
Then turning to Rowell’s Directory again, 
we find the circulation claimed by the New- 
JE^igland JfonuMeady and examining our own 
subscription list, wc discover that in New 
England alone The Little Corporal has a 
larger circulation than is claimed by the 
HomeMead as its entire list for the whole 
United States. We might mention several 
single States, east as well as west, in which 
our circulation 1^ more than double the 
entire list of the Homestead^ while our whole 
list U at least twenty times as large as theirs; 
and then w’e remember that of all the juve¬ 
nile magazines published In the cast, only 
one has a circulation half as large as ours. 

Then, for the matter of books, as we have 
not the figures for comparison, we will only 
say that there were three millUme of dollars 
worth of books sold in Chicago alone, last 
year, and that city is only one of the great 
M'estem centers. So books seem to be plen¬ 
tiful in the West, as well as newspapers. 

Now wc do not mention these facts for 
the sake of drawing invidious distinctions 
lictween the East and West. By no means. 
New England is ns much a part of our parish 
as Illinois. So arc New York and Pennsyl¬ 
vania, and our own native Ohio. So arc 
Virginia and the Carolinas, and all the Cen¬ 
tral and Gulf States. So arc all those mag¬ 
nificent garden lands that stretch along the 
Pacific Ocean and betAveen us and the snowy 
])eaks of the Rocky Mountains, and we know 
not how goon we may be able to exclaim, 
“ the whole boundless continent is ours.” 


We love with one love the whole united land 
over which fioat the glorious stars and 
stripes. But we want to have our dear, 
good friends of the New-England Homestead 
and all others like them learn that there is 
something in the West besides bears ; and Ave 
promise the editor of that paper, if he will 
come out here, that we will show him more 
things than are ‘‘dreamed of in his philoso¬ 
phy.” His visit may result in his desiring to 
live permanently in this “ western country, 
where books and papers are so scarce.” We 
AA'on’t promise that it shall not, so be pre¬ 
pared. Come out and see us, anyhow. 


$500 PRIZE STORY. 

Wc are receiving many letters asking for 
sample copies of our August number, in 
which Avc olfercd five hundred dollars for a 
Prize Story. 

One asks, “Will you return rejected manu¬ 
scripts?” We ansAver, Yes, if stamps are 
enclosed Avith the Ms. to prepay postage. 

Another asks, “ Will it be rea.son for re¬ 
jecting a story if It contains more than twelve 
chapters, or if any of the chapters are longer 
than you name in your August number.” 
Wc answer. Yes. The requirements named 
must lx* met. 

Another asks, “ Will Mrs. Miller compete 
for the prize ?” We answer. No. Others 
ask questions that are ansAvered in our offer 
in the August number. We refer to that 
article for ansAvers. We Avish here to repeat 
one warning, hoAACver. All manuscripts 
must be Avritten in a plain, distinct hand, so 
as to be easily read. If this Avarniiig is neg¬ 
lected, that neglect may be fatal to your Ms. 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY No. Vi. 

(.Sek Page 91, tuis Number.) 

Every boy ba.s a cJiancc to show hlniHclf a gentle- 
roan, It It Ih In hlro. Jninea Kline was a sniall boy, 
but nincli of a gentleman. One morning, he was 
running along to achool, as merry a» a lark, when 
aomething liaimencd. There came a gu*it of air, like 
a little wTiIrlwind, and whisked otf a man'a hat. and 
away It sailed nn In the air. Without ntopplng to be 
asked, he started off In pursuit, and at last caught tlie 
runaway hat. lodged In the top of a tree. “Caught at 
last,” said .lanu*}*, as he hurried down and ran to give 
the man his hat. He then ran on as if nothing had 
happened, and soon forgot all almut It. But the man 
didn't forget It. He tied tin a nice package, marked It 
“James Kline,” ami sent it ronml ny the expn*tsman 
to the house where James lived. Jamo read his own 
name on the bundle, and wondered himI wondered, but 
could not guess. So It was taken Into the bou«e, and 
his mother cut the strings, and then they pulled out a 
nice new coat and hat, just right lV»r James. He after¬ 
ward found out who sent It, ami u by it was 8<*nt; and 
then his mother was pleased, I assure you. 11'. ij. <*. 


ANS Wt'RS TO ENIGMA. ETC.. A VG I'ST No. 

No. S.—ScriiMure A'/ut/iwi.—Zeresh, Massali. Halnl. 
Baal, Ham; Mahershalalhashbaz. No. 9.—t /ooud#-.— 
Knap-sack. No. 10.—r/oimi/f-.—Nightingale. No. 
11 .— /.osf A ——Trowbridge. Hlg^n- 

son. Stowe. Whittier, Bryant. AVIllls. Holmes, Agas 
sl 2 , Lowell. Longfellow'. Aluv/o;/—Tasso, Dickenst 
Dante, Browning. Milton. Shakspeare. Thackeray, 
Shellev, Keats, liowitt. 
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In the center of the table where 1 am writing, 
atanda a great, round bowl, that, half an hour 
ago, wan filled with glonny green lily bud8, rent¬ 
ing their varnished aides upon feathery fcma. 
All at once the tapering points grew round, then 
opened a little, showing a glimpse of white at 
the aides, and of pale gold down deep at the 
heart; then, so rapidly that the eye could note 
the change, the btida expanded into broad, white 
disks, set around with the most delicate green, 
and filled with a golden crowd of arrowy stamens. 
Ah! how lovely they are, in their wonderftil fair¬ 
ness of shape and color. And then the odor- 
people say the water lilies of Minnesota have 
none; that is because they have only gathered 
them lazily, as they floated, full blown. upa» the 
water. When the buds first open they fill the air 
with a strange, delicious fragrance, a fruit-like 
odor, that is like the breath of no other flower. 
A month ago, in the middle of June, we gathered 
the first lilies, and day after day, as we come 
home from rowing, and fishing, and bathing, we 
load the boat with the lovely things, whose 
beauty never grow’s old. We shall find them in 
abundance for at least a mouth longer, for when 
they are gone from the shallower water, they will 
Just begin to push their way to the surface in 
deeper bays, and wherever they blossom we shall 
be sure to find them. 1 turn from my fresh young 
lilies to open the children's letters, and from the 
very' first one a shower of rose leaves falls in iny 
Up, roses that budded and blossomed away in 
a garden of that ganlen state, Missouri. Here 
U the letter: 

“ Dear Prudy: How long is your pocket ? 
Will it reach out to Missouri!’ 1 thought I would 
write iind tell you that Missouri is not peopled by 
Indians, as perhaps some of your boys and girls 
think, but with nice little boys and girls, who go 
to church, and Sunday School, and day school, 
and arc lust as full of fun and frolic, and as at¬ 
tractive in a photograph, as your Chicago boys 
and girls. And if you wish to see the photo¬ 
graphs of our family, just look on the cover of 
your last vear's Corporal. And imagine one 
more. Pernaps you had been to our house, when 
we were only seven, and drew that picture.” 

This letter was accompanied by another, from 


a boy in the same family, promising Prudy a col¬ 
lection of pressed flowers, “ From our dooryard 
of an acre and a half, containing a hundred va¬ 
rieties of roses, and other plants," and advising 
her to get a new pocket, or borrow some of Mr. 
Sewell’s big ones. Prudy meant to put that let¬ 
ter in, but it has slipped away somewhere In the 
basket full, so she does not feel quite sure about 
the acres or the roses. She would give a good 
deal to sec that family of eight, if these two are 
fair specimens. 

West Jefferson. 0. “ 1 never went to school, 
for I am only six years old, but I can read Thk 
Corporal as well as anybody. I have got a little 
pet chicken, and its name is ''Tip." How do 
you like the name!' He follows me around 
everywhere; and I have got a red bird, too. Its 
name is Bobby. He sings sweet songs every 
morning, before I am up. Here is a five-leaf 
clover and a rose leaf for you, I must stop writ¬ 
ing. for I hear my chicken crying, and I must go 
ana feed it." 

Prudy likes these nice printed letters best of 
all, and this one was very neatly done. If that 
pet chicken is like one that Prudy once owned, 
she thinks Yip " is an excellent name for him. 
Prudy's chicken, though a great comfort to her, 
was voted a nuisance by the older members of 
the family, until it was finally cured of its habit 
of “ yipping."' by a dose of salt, administered at 
the advice of a visitor, as " a good thing for del¬ 
icate chickens." 

Auburn. Me. “lam going to tell you about 
our two little kittens. Their mother died when 
they were only three days old, and I taught them 
to drink milk out of the nose of a little coifec 
pot. Their names are Frisky and Bess. They 
are large kittens, now, and will eat meat. Who 
ever heard of such a thing before ?" 

Prudy knows of a girl who did that very thing, 
and raised a family of orphan kittens to be an 
oniamcnt to their race. Only, as cats were not 
scarce, her brother suggested that it was a waste 
of talent. 

Miner's Branch. Cal. “ We want to tell you 
how much we love Tub Littlb Corporal, from 
the oldest to the youngest. Father could not go 
to bed, when ho knew The Corporal had come, 
without reading the last chapter of Working and 
W’^inning. and we are all anxious to know what 
Tommy can find to do next. It is getting very 
dry here; the burnt grass hardly covers the red 
earth, and the beautiful flowers are gone. The 
stock has been driven up the mountains, and many 
families have gone witn them, to stay until the 
rainy season commences. We have had only two 
or three little showers for three months, and I 
have no flowers to send you, only some very 
pretty gras.^cs. Our ranch is dotted here aii'l 
there with great oaks, and looks like a New 
land orchard." 

Wretdham. Mass. Maggie writes to tell Aunt 
Prudy of some plays for the children, good, 
though not new, and we may give them else¬ 
where. She also sends a funny saying of her 
little Niece Nellie’s. “ Nellie is Just eight years 
old, and the prettiest little thing. The children 
were talking one day about what they were 
going to do when they were men and women. 
Little Nellie listened till they wert* through, and 
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then, giving her thread and needle a twitch, aaid 
ahe didn't know whether ehe should be an old 
maid like Aunt Sarah, or get married, but ahe 
thought she would rather be * a widow with an 
only son P ” Which reminda Prudy of one of 
her little frienda in Randolph^ OAlo, who declar¬ 
ed, when only four years old, that ahe should 
never get married ; ahe was going to live wUh 
her grandchildren /" A boy in Brighton^ lU.^ 
sends a very neatly written letter, and says hia 
little sister, five years old, can read almost every¬ 
thing in The Cobpobal. Who can beat that, for 
a live year old? A fHend in Annappolis^ Md.y 
sends some of the moat curiously spotted maple 
leaves Prudy has ever seen. Thank yon. Master 
Qeorgie. 

Frankport^ Kan. “ I have two little brothers, 
and ma thinks they get into as ranch mischief as 
Tommy Bancroft did. I want to know if you 
have got any little girls." 

One little girl, BlUe, but she went five years 
ago to " Our Father's house in the skies." 

Chicago^ III. "We have had a visit from yon 
every month for three years, Mr. Corporal, and 
now it seems as if we could not do without von. 
I guess we have got pretty near as smart a baby 
as you can find anywhere. This is the first letter 
I have ever written to you, but it is a shame I did 
not write before, to tell yon how much 1 like the 

f dctnre of Red Ridinghood, which you sent me 
or a club which I got up all myself in Lockport." 

Qreentown. 0. "I like The Corporal better 
than ever, in nis new dress. I wish it came cvei^ 
week, it seems so long to wait for it. I live with 
my grandma, and I milk the cow for her, and do 
a good many chores. I have fourteen guinea 
chickens, and two of the cunningest little mal- 
tese kittens, and a little dog named Pink. The 
dog helps me drive the cows, and he knows a 
great deal." 

Oakland^ OoU. 1 read my Corporal over 
ever so many times, so I need not say I like it. 
Best of all is Prudy's Pocket, and 1 want to 
write for it as well as other little girls, though 
perhaps you will not call ten years very young. 
Most of the girls tell you about their sweetest 
babies, but if I should tell you half about our 
little Grade it would fill up your Pocket so you 
would have to make a new one." 


“ Dear Prudy: I am a little girl only six years 
old. 1 like The Corporal. Don't you think I 
can write nice for a little girl? My papa thinks 
so. but mamma makes all the big letters for me. 
When you come through here you must stop and 
see me. We live at No. 410." 

Thunk you, Bessie; Prudy will remember the 
number, but Is it in London or New York? 

Lawrenceburgh^ Ind. " I have a little Indian 
pony. His name is Pompeo. We have a darling 
little boy at our house. His name is Harry. He 
is sixteen months old, and can walk, for you 
know boys most always walk before they talk. 
My pa is a doctor. I wonder if Prudy will put 
this letter in her Pocket." 


Clean. " The Little Corporal was a Christ¬ 
mas present to me, and I like it very much. We 
have a horse named Frank, a cow named Daisy, 
a black cat, a pig, and ten chickens. I like The 
Corporal's new suit. 1 read the stories to my 


little brother. Ma says this letter is long enough 
for tile first time." 

Amhurst. "We have no sweet baby, but I 
have a little doggie named Dandy. He will sit 
up, roll over, walk on his hind legs, and make 
up a face. I have got a wax doll as big as a real 
baby. HernamelsEva. I want to know if Prudy 
or the Corporal have ever been to Amhurst?" 

Never, but we mean to go there. 

Rochelle, III. "I have read Prudy's Pocket 
many a time. I think It is awful good, and I 
want one of my letters put in with the others, 
though I am aMd 1 cannot write a very nice 
one. I am going through Chicago, and mean to 
stop and see yon. I know yon must be handsome 
because you write such good stories." 

Prudy read, once, about a girl that wasn't 
handsome because she never had time to be. 
That is a good deal like Tealie's reason. 

Louisville, Ky. " Hattie wants fkiry stories in 
The Corporal, but formjjiartlllke true stories 
best. I am going to lake The Little Corporal 
as long as it is published, and I hope that will be 
always."' 

Dear Prudy: " I have taken The Corforai. 
ever since it commenced. I do not go to school 
this summer, for I stay at home to help mother. 
I made some fiower beds this spring, but the 
chickens tore them all up. I am going to press 
some leaves to send yon. ’ 

Prudy made some fiower beds, too, and they 
were doing prosperously until Dixie made them 
a visit. Dixie is a little pony, who goes Jingling 
about with a bell on his neck, because be is so 
little he gets lost In the sumaeh bushes. He 
wasn't at all to blame for liking to lunch on the 
Juicy grass in the yard, but when Prudy ran at 
him, with a broom in one hand, and a dust pan 
in the other, he walked deliberately across the 
flowerbeds with hie clumsy little hoofs, and find¬ 
ing no other w'ay of escape, turned about and 
marched back again. Those flowers were com¬ 
pletely discouraged, and have not yet decided 
which end up to grow. 


Sugar Grove, Pa. " I had the measles about 
two weeks ago, and I thought about Tommy. I 
think he is a funny boy, and I like to hear about 
him. I never wrote anything for a paper before, 
and I hope tliis will be put in." 

“ Dear Prudy: Last month somebody asked 
by a letter in your Pocket, whether Nimble Dick 
had tried to fly any more 1 No. He felt so fool¬ 
ish after he tried to fly and couldn’t, that he has 
kept pretty still ever since. You may be sure he 
will never try to fly again. n. O. C." 

Marshalltown, Iowa. " Mamma says she has 
a very correct picture of you, taken when you 
and she sat at the same table, and recited your 
lessons in the same class. I cannot see it, but 
she says it is painted on memory's page. We 
have a cow and a white calf, and I am saving my 
pennies to buy a pony, and pay for The Corpo¬ 
ral next year.” 

WsstfUld, III. "1 think The Corporal is 
splendid. I have been sitting under an apple 
tree to-day, watching the bees, and reading my 
last number over again." 
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ALPHABET SENTENCES. 


Our offer in the August number in regard 
to Alphabet Sentences, has called out a great 
many replies. The majority of the sentences 
sent have gone to the waste basket, because 
of indifferent merit, or because they were 
too long. We do not mean to say that all 
we shall print possess flrst-class merit, but 
we deem them better than those declined. 
The offer will remain open until September 
Ist. We print this month all accepted up to 
the close of the pages for this number. In 
the next or future numbers, we will print 
the remainder of accepted sentences. Please 
remember they must be very good and very 
sAorf, or have some other good point to 
recommend them. 

The queer uniforms of the jolly zouaves looked 
very bright while practicing their exercises. 

Bessie Nelson and her Bisteb. 

Can a bright boy, with an excellent joke, defV 
Private Queer's attempts to puzzle him? 

E. Kimball. 

Pure, ilrm justice, with quiet zeal, like good 
mortar, should be evenly mixed. 

Jab. K. Townsend. 

Jacob Fraughwines very quickly extempo¬ 
rised. 8. 8. MorsiT 

Here is one in which the letters come In alpha¬ 
betical order: 

A bold card, d^inj^ Ais yoking, fnmp-nosed. 
piquant, rash, Tbtitonic, vixen icife, Aantippe 
was published by Izard. T. W. cC 

Here are the letters reversed: 

Izard boldly published Xantippe his tcife as 
rile, tinfidy. and zour-tempered, oulte prone to 
ma/ice, unHnd, ^alous, asif sAe stranoely /cared 
he could be false. T. w. C. 

If we enjoy excellent reading, unquestionably 
The Corporal is the very magazine we should 
toke. Mtra Gadd. 

The skill and judgment w'ill improve amaz* 
Ingly by fteqoent exercise. Verona Summers. 


Some excellent but very queer folks allow zeal 
to outstrip their judgment 

Bllsn C. Thompson. 

A queen named Jezebel gave proof that she 
was exceedingly wicked. Julia A Randolph. 

Julia said, “Quick, Eva, bring my work box 
from the piazza.^ Jacob Washburn. 

James Peltzer had two large boquets of phlox, 
violets, iychins, and pinks. Annie. 

Queer Zack Gilbert has just forty-six red 
cows, which five poor men mUk. H. A. 8. 

Zebras are exceedingly queer animals, having 
alternate stripes of jet olack and white. 

Harry E. Gillette. 

Finding sentences quickly, to receive prizes, 
will tax tne brain and Judgment. M. K. 8. 

Ezra, in jumping over a stick, cut his foot quite 
badly with his ax. Freddie Wilkinson. 

Zendavesta is a sacred book of the Parsces, 
which history adjudges to Zoroaster; its require¬ 
ments are exclusive. A. J. M. 

Zaccheus quickly came down believing, for he 
expected Jesus. Tamza. 

Give much, expect slowly, but quiz and joke 

freely. Tamza. 

Jabez quickly drove away an ox from the 

spring. Tamza. 

Deceltfhl, quizzing boys just make wishing 
parents vexed. J. W. Richards. 

Jesus very quickly commended Zaccheus, be¬ 
cause of his upright and exact dealings with hie 
fellows. J. M. A. 

Oh! Prance, what 'vails thy envious zeal? 

Thy queen's inexorable pride. 

The shock of kingdoms may reveal— 

Let justice for the right decide. F. L. R. 

Brave Corporal, zealous, just, and good, quick¬ 
ly extend your favor to my own home. K. V. R. 

I judge Zaccheus must have been quite weak: 
perhaps not exactly a dwarf. K. V. R. 

My name is Julia Lizzie Fox, 

And I was bom in Keene, 

But Quincy is my dwelling place. 

Where every day I'm seen. 

Abbib a. Allen. 

I expect The Corporal just for one year. 

How amazingly kind! 'twill be very queer. 

Melissa C. Reeves. 

1. Puck qulzzed,jn8t viewing Abraham Lincoln 
fixedly. 

%. Quoth deaf weazened Xychus, “ Prove, ma¬ 
lignant jackbird.'' 

8. My jackbird quiet explains, whizzing favor¬ 
ably. 

4 . Buxom Dr. Fowler quickly Journalizes 
philqprogeniti veness. 

6. Pharmaceutically! fudge, just quiz Eva's 
knowledge box. 

e. Quit, will you old Zuixldamus, or fight brave 
Cwtain Jackson. 

herdMzlIn^kS **“*'*'*^^“* 

8. Quirkii^, loc'ltJawed Zaccheus vexed my 
Ikncy beau, Peter. Tipton Wilue. 

Know unquestionably that zeal for the right 
may justly be expected of every good man. 

Wilbert Fl^ouson. 

Paul quickly fiew by the door. Jamming the 
vine in his extra zeal. JuLia Bullock. 
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Jenny gave me a nice boquet of azaliaa, pink 
phlox, and wall liowera. . Blanche Chase. 

James B. Zink, not quite three years old, 
weighs exactly forty-five pounds. 

JiMXiE Brown. 

Jack and Peter like to quiz the funny old man 
who gave them such a pretty box. W. E. O. 

Jabcz expects to find many good, witty alpha¬ 
bet sentences in Private Queer's Knapsjick. 

1. John Quincy Adams, at the age of sixteen, 
worked for a valuable prize. 

‘2. 1 have just two dozen of queer-looking pic¬ 
tures in my box. 

3. A black boy gave me a lump of quartz that 
weighed just six ounces. K. W. McKee. 

A queer, crazy housekeeper mixed and drank 
five bowls of gin with jelly. Ada M. Simpson. 

Elizabeth Jane, for exercise, one day. 

Walked five long miles, and queerly called It 
play. Mary A. Simpson. 

If lazy Jasper will be quick andyoke up the 
ox we will bo moving. Frank Whitehead. 

The Chicago Post gives the following: 

“ An ingenious mouser among the A B Cs has 
discovered that the following sentence of only 
thirty four letters, contains all the letters in the 
alphabet—‘ John quickly extemporized five 
tow bags.’ We have a still shorter one, which 
answers the same purpose. It is, ‘ Get out, Ab- 
cdfhljklmupqursvwxyz!’ (For pronunciation 
of this sentence apply to the Russian vocalists, 
now traveling in Wisconsin.)” 

Private Queer says, “ Go in, Abcdef hjklmpq- 
rstuvwxyz,” contains only twenty-six letters, 
while the Post's Russian has twenty-seven. He 
guesses that if this is pure Russian, it must mean 

Go In lemons.” Anyhow, he thinks no one 
will “go in” ahead of it. 


No. 13.—BIBLICAL ENIGMA. 

I am composed of twenty-five letters. 

My 1,21, 19, 6, was an ancient man. 

My 8, 18, 18, 5, was an ancient dwelling. 

My 11, 7, 2, 20, was an ancient woman. 

My 15, 4, 12, 14, was an ancient metal. 

My 17, 10, 24, 11. was a musical Instrument. 
My 22, 16, 2, 8, was an ancient animal. 

My 25, 23, 9 8, was an ancient bird. 

My whole is a Bible command. Isold, 


No. 14.—BIBLICAL ENIGMA. 

I am comijosed of thirty letters. 

My 2,12, 16, 28, 80, was an ancient king. 

My 6,14, 29, 20,10, was an ancient plant. 

Mv 8, 22, 16,1, 4, was an ancient seaport. 

My 13, 26, 9. 8, 25, was an ancient animal. 

My 15, 21, 6, 18, 5, is a precious stone. 

My 17, 9,11, 23,16, was an ancient town. 

My 19, 6, 28, 15, 24, was an ancient woman. 
My 24,15, 7,12, 9, is an ancient bird. 

My 27,10, 26, 21, 10, was an ancient plague. 
My whole is a part of a verse in the Bible. 

Isola. 


No. 15.—DOUBLE ACROSTIC CHARADE. 

foundation words. 

I am not heard when the skies are clear; 
Sometimes I till the soul with fear. 

With varied hues my form is bright. 

You always hail my beauteous light. 

CROSS WORDS. 

To burdened hearts I give relief. 

The outward sign of pain and grief. 

Where merry jokes and tales go round. 

You will not tail to hear my sound. 

A Scripture name of letters three. 

In Exodus the word you'll see. 

Your grammar now consult with care, 

A part of speech, you’ll And me there. 

What every Quaker likes to w'car, 

. As well as many a lady fair. 

With roses sweet and myrtle crowned. 
Among the muses 1 am found. 

What you would like where lilies grow. 

And where the balmy breezes blow. C.A.M, 


No. 16.-HIDDEN COUNTIES or ILLINOIS. 

1. Is your brother-in-law a bashftil man ? 

2. A Hottentot ate a Catholic raw for dinner. 

8. A prize Is offered for the best cultivated gar¬ 
den. 

4. Is he deaf or dumb ? 

5. Alasl all ends in ruin. 

6. Can you cook an egg in a minute? 

7. Deliver us from a contentious person. 

8. When exposed to the dew it turns white. 

R. A. Bristol. 


No 17.-^A PICTURE STORY.— Tub Man who would not be Outdone by a Boy. 
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Publishers’ Department. 


nr All articles In “The Little Corporal” are 
written especially for it, and paid for at good prices. 
Thoogh copyrighted, our editorial friends may copy 
into their papers, if they will, in every case, give credit 
to The Little Corporal. This notice is inserted be¬ 
cause ihauy articles have been copied without credit. 


HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago, Philadelphia, New York City, or 
Boston banks are best for large sums, made payable to 
the order of SE WELL db MILLER. 

Post Ortlce money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county seat, in all the cities, and in many of the 
large towns. We consider them perfectly safe, and 
the best means of remitting fifty dollars or less, as 
thousands have been sent to us wUhou‘ any lo>ut. 

Registered letters, under the new system, are a ve^ 
safe incana of sending small sums of money, where P. 
O. Money Orders cannot be easily obtained. (UtMa-re 
the HtyvUt y as well as postage, mtmi he paut in 
Stamm, at the otUce where the letter Is mailed, or It 
will oe liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 
Bny and ({fftx the HUimpt* both for postage, and registry^ 
pnt in the money and mil the letter in the premxre 'f\f 
the pmdmtvder^ ami take hie receipt fbr It. Letters sent 
In this way to us are at our risk. 

Where you are sending one dollar or lens, yon may 
send a greenback at our risk; where more than one 
dollar Is sent, either of the above ways will be safe. 


THE POSTAGE on The Little Corporal is three 
cents a quarter, or 13 cents a year, pavable quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine is received. 

Three 

Months 

Free!! 

To all new Snbscribers for 1871. 

Now begin th e Fa il Campaign! 

As we announce under our editorial head¬ 
ing, on page 89, Thb Little Corporal is to 
be again enlarged, for the new year, by add¬ 
ing more pages; it will be beautifully illus¬ 
trated and the price raised to one doUar and 
a haif. It will then be the cheapest Juvenile 
magazine published, considering quality, size 
and price. 

We are now revising our premium list, and 
shall make it attractive and liberal. Oi 
course, the premiums given for clubs will be 
larger than before, in proportion to the size 
of clubs. 

And now we offer to give onr OCTOBER, 
NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER NUMBERS 
FREE TO ALL NEW SUBSCRIBERS for 
1871, WHOSE NAMES AND MONEY ($1.50) ARB 
SENT TO US BETWEEN NOW AND THB FIRST 

OF October. This applies to all, whether 
sent singly or in clubs. 

BEGIN NOW to work for a club. The 
three numbers free to all new snbscribers 
will help you to secure names easily. 

If people are not ready to subscribe imme¬ 
diately, try to have them promise that they 


will subscribe for no juvenile In preference 
to The Corporal, which is the cheapest and 
best, the livest, freshest, and most popular 
of all—having a larger circulation than auy 
other juvenile magazine in the world. Dur- 
the year 1871 it will be still better than ever 
before. 

Nearly all our old Premiums will be eou- 
tinued, and new ones added. 

BE EARLY in the field, and work faith¬ 
fully for a premium. Send in the names and 
money as fast as taken, and select your pre¬ 
mium from the revised list that will be pub¬ 
lished next month. 

BEGIN NOW. 


SPECIAI^OTICE. 

All who subscribe now, between this and 
the last of October, will be furnished with 
The Little Corporal Magazine from 
July 1870 to June 1871 (one year) for ONE 
DOLLAR, but if they wish to take advantage 
of the October, November, and December 
numbers free, and receive the magazine dur¬ 
ing the whole of 1871, they will send one 
dollar and a half ($1.50). We wish to have 
this distinctly understood. To all who send 
the old price, one dottar^ wc will send the 
Magazine for one year from July. Remem¬ 
ber this. 


SOMETHING NEW. 

EVANOBXJCAL DIAMONDS. 

We are General Western Agents for the beau¬ 
tiful little Diamonds, issued by the Evangelical 
Association. These Diamonds arc really 
little, condensed tracts, the size of, and made 
like, postage stamps, giunmed on the back, and 
separated by perforation, so that they can be 
easily detached and nsed Jnst as you would use 
postage stampa. They may be stuck on letters, 
or anywhere else you may choose to place them. 
They may be nsed for counsel, reproof, or warn¬ 
ing, and properly nsed, may be made the means 
of doing great good. The matter of these Dia¬ 
monds is printed in fine type, and the subjects 
are various. Some treat of the Christian Sab¬ 
bath, others are on the aabjects of temperance, 
swearing, reading of good books, purity of life, 
prayer, etc. These little diamonds should he in 
the hands of all people who desire to do good. 
They may be so used as often to be more effec- 
tnal than tracts, sermons, or lectures. 

These Diamonds are put up In convenient, as¬ 
sorted packages, of one hundred in an envelope, 
and sold at ten cents per packet. Discounts on 
large quantities. We can send them by mail, on 
receipt of price. Address 

SEWELL & MILLER, Pnhlishcrs, 
Chicago, III. 
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THE LITTLE CORPORAL’8 POCKET 
SCRIPTURE ATLAS. 

This is witbont doubt tbe best and neatest set 
of Bible Maps over publisbed, and is invaluable 
to all. 

We arc now ready to fill all orders for tbls val¬ 
uable work, either by the single copy, one dozen, 
one hundred, or by the thousand. 

The following are the prices: 

Paper flexible covers, 25 cents. 

Cloth flexible covers, or stifl* boards, 50 cents. 

Cloth board covers, with gilt edges and title, 
76 cents. 

To Sunday School teachers and others who 
order one dozen or more at one time, ten per 
cent, discount from above prices. 

Liberal discount to the t^e. 

We send them by mail, post paid, on receipt of 
price. 

Don’t fall to have a pocket scripture atlas. 

Address SBW^ELL & MILLBR, 

LiTma Corporal Publishino House, 
Chicago, 111. 


SOMETHING VALUABLE 

FOR 

Churches and Su nday Schools. 

A System of Schedules and Checks to carry out 
a simple and efficient plan, by which the revenue 
of any church or Sunday school may be laigely 
increased without being burdensome to those 
interested. The books, checks, etc., necessary 
for working the plan cost $10, and will be worth 
hundreds of dollars to those using them. 

Any person interested, who will write us, en¬ 
closing stamp, will receive a circular describing 
the plan. It is the same plan furnished by the 
Evangelical Press Association, of which Gov. 
Claflin of Massachusetts is President, and Bishop 
Janes, Senator Wilson, Gen. Howard, Senator 
Buckingham, H. Thane Miller, Senator Harlan, 
and Jno. V. Farwell, are among the Vice Presi¬ 
dents, and we are General Agents. 

SEWElili Sc IIIIEL.ER, Pablfsheni, 

Little Corporal Office, CHICAGO, ILL. 


AGENTS ARE WANTED to sell White’s 
Patent Newspaper Files. They are the best 
Newspaper Files ever offered, and cost much 
less than any other flies. Proflts are large, 
and wholesale agents, as w'cll as canvassers, 
can make money. Write for particulars to 
SEWELL & MILLER, Publishers, 
Chicago, 111. 


The Cecil Books are discontinued from 
our Premium List. 


WowDEHFUL.— The curee effected by the newly-di»- 
covered agent. Carbolic Acid, and especially of the 
Healing Compound known as Carbolic Salve, Is 
something almost miraculons. It assimilates with 
the healthy flesh, and eradicates every trace of the 
most obstinate sores In an incredibly short space of 
time. 

Sold by all druggists. Price 35 cents. 

JOHK F. HENET, 8 College Place, New York. 

Sole Proprietor. 


Thx Chicago Academy of Music Is promising to 
become one of the first institutions of the kind in the 
country. The complete arrangements which have 
been made, and the elegant rooms at the opera house 
In this city, in which the different classes are held, af¬ 
ford the very best advantages to students. The corps 
of Pitffessors, representing all classes of music, are ex¬ 
celled by none in the west, and the well-known ability 
and high standing of the director, Mr. Florence Zieg- 
feld, will render the academy a perfect succem. To 
those who desire a thorough course of lemons in 
music, vocal or instrumental, we recommend them 
to this institution. 


Dbcalcomakir.— This dellghtfhl art, which Is be¬ 
coming so popular, is a source of much pleasure, and 
is attractive, profitable, and entertaining. Beautiful 
designs in varied colors can'lie produced, which, for 
style and permanency, are equal to oil colors. 


A COMPLETE ASSORTMENT OF TRANSFER PiCTCBEB, 
Decalcomanie wares and and materials, constantly on 
hand. Elegant designs for ornamenting china sets, 
flower vases, glass ware, work boxes, Ac., Ac. 

On RECEIPT OF $3, a neat case containing 35 differ¬ 
ent designs, with all the required materials, and fUIl 
instructions, will be sent to any express office in the 
United States, free of expense. Send all orders to 
WM. T. SHEPHERD, No. 14 Arcade Building, Chi¬ 
cago, Dl. __ 


Deoaloomanie.— We refer with pleasure to the ad¬ 
vertisements of Mr. Wm. T. Shepherd, who offers De¬ 
calcomanie materials. This really beautiful art is 
particularly desirable with ladies, who wish to prepare 
holiday gifts, or In ornamenting Jewel or work boxes, 
china, glass, vasm, or any plain sorlhce. 


Our Thanes arc due to the Lake Shore A Michigan 
Southern R. R. Co., for the courtesies of their line, 
through Mr. F. E. Morse, General Passenger Agent 
in this city. The completeness of the road in every 
respect, with the comforts of its elegant coaches, and 
the gentlemanly conductors, rendered our Journey a 
most agreable one^__ 

All the Leading Newspapers published in the 
United SUtes may be found on llle at the Advertising 
Agency of G. P. Rowell A Co., of No. 40 Park Row. 
New York. 


Lovers of Good Music will find the new Songs ad¬ 
vertised by Thos. W. Martin, to be among the very 
best issued. _ 


War 


aps! 


JUST ISSUED, a finely-engraved and neatlv-colqrvd 
Railroad Map of CENTRAL EUROPE, as adopted by 
the Prussian Military auUioiitles, showing the seat 

^^iUl^who desire to read intelligently the news from 
the War in Europe, should have this map. 

Price 35 cents. Sent, postpaid, by mall, on receipt 

^^^iJanre discounts to those who wish to buy ii^o^- 
tltles to sell again—for instance; One dozen wfll W 
sent by mall, postpaid, on receipt of FWy 

copies sent in same way on receipt of $8.00. One 
hundred copies for $10.00. ^ 

Money may be made by selling these maps, as they 
are eagerly TOught. Address 
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THE LITTLE CORPORAL, 


Fiohtino against Wrong ; and for the Good, the True, and the Beautiful. 


VOL. XL-OCTOBER, 1870.-NO. 4. 


HOW THE SHIP CAME IN. 


BT RALPH O. LEONARD. 


f ET’S tell Rob about it.” 

“Oflc! He’ll say that it is 
only girls’ nonsense, and make 

“ No, he won’t—he can’t— 
here it is rigl>t before his eyes. 
Nine potatoes put into that 
cuplK)ard last night, and only 
six there this morning. He 
can’t make fun of that, ’spe¬ 
cially when he has to eat a 
scant dinner on account of it; and it has 
happened—let me sec—Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday”—(shecounted on her fingers)— 
“three nights, Esther, since we began to 
watch.” 

“ Yes, and long before wo began to count 
the things, before I said anything to you 
about it, the victuals did not seem to last as 
long as they ought to. The meals would 
not come out as I had planned the day 
before.” 

“Don’t let us tell grandmother anything 
about it; It would frighten her to death, 
because she sleeps down here alone, you 
know.” 

“ Keep still then ; here she comes. Go 
and pick up some chips, and you can talk to 
Rob about it while you are doing it.” 

As Esther said this, the bedroom door 
opened, and an old woman came into the 
room, shivering, and huddled over the fire. 

“ I am cold—so cold,” she muttered. 

The young girl brought a shawl and 
wrapped it round her form, and she settled 
the old lady snugly in a rocking chair, and 
straightened her cap, tying the strings in a 
tidy little bow. Then ^ther went on setting 
the table. 

A snug, tidy, little body she was, with a 
prompt, decided way of stepping about and 


keeping things in order. She pulled the 
tablecloth true at the comers, and laid the 
plates and knives and forks straight, and 
though it was only six o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing, her johnnycake was baking in the oven, 
and the potatoes were sizzling and frying in 
the skillet. She was only fifteen, but I don’t 
believe that in all New England there was a 
more cozy, prudent, forehanded, little woman 
than Esther Whitaker. She had known how 
to keep house since she was almost a baby, 
and she had kept her knowledge in practice 
most of the time since. 

Margie was younger, and perhaps you 
would have liked her better than Esther. 
She was pretty and lively, and fond of chat¬ 
tering, and laughing, and reading stories; 
but she hated housework and dishwashing, 
and when she was set to do it, she asked 
what she should do next, and what she 
should do It with, and where she should be¬ 
gin, and how she should go on, in such a 
helpless, exasperating way, that Esther had 
rather do anything twice than to see Margie 
undertake to do it once. So it came about 
quite naturally that Margie went to school, 
and Esther kept the house, while Rob worked 
in a factory, and the grandmother rocked and 
dozed all day. 

The Whitaker children had neither father 
nor mother. They lived with Grandmother 
Akers, in a little, tumbledown, brown house, 
a mile or so from town. It was an open 
question, whether Grandmother Akers took 
care of the children, or they took care of 
her. The old lady herself inclined strongly 
to the first view of the case ; but the Whit¬ 
aker children did not see it in this light. It 
was a clear case to them that Rob and Esther 
earned the money and did the work of the 
little house. 


Entered^ according to Act of Oongre»»^ in the year 1870, by MiUer, in the Office of the 

Librarian gf Congress^ at Washington. 
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Margie had gone out for chips. She sat 
down on the doorstep, shivering a little with 
the cold, and began a little talk with her 
brother. 

“ Deary me, Rob, what a great pile you 
have chopped already. There wasn’t a sin¬ 
gle piece left over, last night.” 

”1 know that,” said Rob, banging away 
at a knotty chunk. ” The wood goes off 
like—like blazes. I thought I had cut 
enough to last two days. It seems to me 
Esther bui^s a good deal of wood.” 

” It isn’t Esther at all. She is very saving 
—O, very saving, indeed. She makes me 
pick up chips every day, till there isn’t a 
chip a.s big as my thumb within half a mile 
of this house—there isn’t, indeed. She has 
sent me for some now ; but I needn’t hurry. 
She said I might talk to you some, if I 
wanted to. And I tell you, Rob, it’s grand¬ 
ma who burns the wood so fast. She just 
crowds it into the stove all day long, till the 
house is like an oven. She is old and cold, 
you know, and can’t get warm. I don’t sup¬ 
pose she could if there were forty fires. But 
Esther would keep warm stepping about so 
fast; and I am in school all day, except 
mornings and nights. O dear! when I get 
older, I am going to teach a school myself, 
and earn money, and wear a red merino drc.ss 
and a white collar. 

Rob went on with his chopping, and made 
no answer to his sister. She began again, 
presently. 

” Rob!” 

“ Well ?” 

‘‘ Now please listen to me. You are just 
banging away at that hard wood, and you 
are not thinking at all about what I say.” 

” O yes 1 am.” 

” Well, then, I want you to tell me some¬ 
thing that I am going to ask you. Solemn 
and true—will you ?” 

‘‘Yes, mo’am/” Rob brought dowm a 
good blow, as he said that word. ‘‘ True as 
preaching and as solemn as the church stee¬ 
ple. Fire away! Wliat is it ?” 

‘‘ Rob !” and here Margie’s tone and man¬ 
ner became very impressive ; ” Rob, do you 
ever get up in the night and eat cold pota¬ 
toes-lots of them, and johnnycake, and 
half a loaf of bread, and cookies—all at 
once, in one night?” 

‘‘No; what foolery! of course I don’t!” 
roared Rob, in great surprise ; and he stop¬ 
ped his chopping and star(;d at his sister. 
‘‘ Of course I don’t. AYho docs?” 

Margie’s voice went down to a mysteri¬ 
ous undertone, and she shook her head sol¬ 
emnly. 


“ That’s it, Rob. We don’t know who 
does. Somebody docs!” 

‘‘ Well, let them, if they want to. Who 
cares. It is none of our business.” 

‘‘Yes it is; you don’t understand. They 
come to our cupboard—right here in our 
house—and cat our things. Somebody does, 
every night.” 

‘‘ Nonsense!” 

‘‘ No, it isn’t nonsense, it is the truth, the 
dreadful truth. Esther has been susjxjcting 
it for a long, long time, because she would 
plan about the victuals, (you know she is 
always planning), and they would not come 
out the way she had calculated. Then she 
told me about it, and we began counting 
just how much bread and meat and potatoes 
we put away at night, and it is scarcely ever 
that there is as much in the morning as we 
put away the night before!” 

Rob was leaning on his axe and paying 
very close attention to this strange stor}. 
He made no answer for a moment after Mar¬ 
gie had stopped, then he said, 

‘‘ Sure you counted straight V” 

“ Indeed, we arc sure,” answered Esther, 
decidedly, who had come to look after her 
chips, and heard the last of the talk. 

‘‘ Isn’t it rats?” 

‘‘ Rats! no, indeed. Why, last night there 
were three potatoes, nice, large ones, and 
half a loaf of bread taken. Could a rat do 
that, and not leave a track or a nibble to tell 
of them ? Besides, old Tab cleared out the 
last of the rats before she went aw ay.” 

” Why didn’t you tell me of it before ?” 
asked Rob. 

” Because T w^asn’t certain about it niy>elf. 
1 could hardly believe my own eyes. But I 
know something is wTong.” 

‘‘ Well, don’t trouble about it,” he said, 
cheerily; ‘‘ Ill watch to-night, and we'll 
ferret it out.” 

So the matter rested till night. Rob went 
to his w ork at the Carbury sash and blind 
factory, where, as he had to attend to two 
buzz saw's, he was not .exactly fancy free to 
speculate on mysterious visitants. Margie 
went to school, learned her lessons, and then 
lost herself in a story book till four o’clock 
in the afternoon, and Esther took up her 
burden of household duties just as she did 
every other day of her life. 

But w hen the shadows of night fell dark 
about the little house, the dread and mys 
tery came, too. The grandmother was tucked 
away as usual, with an extra blanket and a 
hot brick. Little Margie was full of fear. 

“ Dear me, I would not sleep alone for all 
the world! would you, Esther ?” she said. 
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“ Why DO, I would not like to ; though I 
don’t know what good we could do each 
other, if there was really any danger,” said 
Esther. 

” Poh ! I am not in the least afraid,” said 
Rob, valiantly. 

” Well, I’m going to say my ||p.yer8 over 
two or three times, and put the nail over our 
door latch,” said Margie. And with this 
double armor of faith and works, she laid 
her head on her pillow and went to sleep. 

Esther was wakeful in the night, but she 
heard nothing. 

As for Rob, he resolved to carry on his 
investigations with true masculine vigilance 
and sccresy. So, without telling his sisters 
of it, he sprinkled both doorsteps with saw¬ 
dust, so that he could tell at a glance if the 
thief was an outsider. Then he lumbered 
down from the attic a clumsy old gun that 
had been disabled in the war of 1812. Rob 
bad no powder nor shot, and he could not 
have loaded that gun, if he had had a ton ; 
but it looked like business to see It at the 
foot of his bed, and Rob Sat bolt upright In 
a warlike attitude on the side of his bed for 
more than an hour after all the house was 
silent. Nothing happened, however, and it 
grew dull, sitting there in the cold, so at 
last he laid, down his arms, with the rest of 
his mortal body, pulled the bedquilt over 
him, and went to sleep. 

The next morning, Esther liad built the 
fire, and tracked In and out over his saw- 
dusted steps a dozen times, before Rob made 
his appearance. So the mystery was not 
solved that night, though half a loaf of 
bread and some tea had disappeared. This 
was Saturday—a busy day to Esther, with 
h«*r baking and cleaning for Sunday, and a 
tedious day to Margie, who could not go to 
j^chool, but had to pick beans and sew carpet 
rugs. It was just like any other day to 
Hob, with his two saws to mind at the 
factory. 

But they were all quiet at home again, 
at nightfall. They made short evenings at 
the little house. It was a w'ay they had of 
Having candles and wood. Rob had been 
very resolute about sitting up all night, but 
he compromised a little, and made up his 
mind that lying awake with his clothes on, 
would be equivalent to the same thing. 
And as hU eyelids had a habit of dropping 
over his eyes as soon as his head touched 
the pillow, he was fast asleep in less than 
half an hour. 

He was wakened, a few hours later, by 
Esther, standing at his bedside. She had no 
candle, but the moonlight lay in a great, 


white sheet on the floor. Elsther stood like 
a ghost in her nightgown. 

“Hush!” she said, under her breath. 
“There is some one dow'n stairs. 1 hear 
them. Come on !” • , 

She crept noiselessly to the head of the 
stairs. There was some one moving about, 
below. She could hear the footsteps. Then 
Rob made such a creaking noise as he got 
out of bed, and knocked over his boots, that 
she could hear nothing. He was at her side 
in a moment, and they listened together, but 
all was silent. They stood there listening, 
shivering with cold and excitement, for five, 
ten, fifteen minutes; then they heard the 
footsteps again, stealthily moving about. 
They heard the latch of the cupboard door 
click softly. 

The stairs were almost as steep and nar¬ 
row as a ladder, and so rickety and noisy 
that Rob dared not step on them. He put 
his hands on each side of the stairway and 
swung himself down to the ground floor, an 
noiseless as a cat. Esther came after him, 
and they went through the narrow* entry, 
and peeped through a crack In the door. 

Rob had expected, when this critical mo¬ 
ment should arrive, to rush boldly in with a 
kind of charge-bayonet movement upon the 
intruder. But jiis gun was up stairs, and he 
was peeping ignobly through a crack of the 
door. They could see a figure in a long, 
black^ cloak standing by the cupboard, the 
hood of the cloak was pulled over the head 
so that the face was not visible. Was it a 
man or woman, a ghost or an ogre ? 

Rob’s heart beat like a sledge hammer, 
and Esther was pale with fear. 

The figure looked up and down the cup¬ 
board, and thrust Its hooded head into the 
comers. It took down the china cup where 
they kept the money, and It gave a chuckling 
sound, as of delight, at the chink of the 
silver. Then It took a plate of com bread 
down from the shelf, and shook its head, and 
muttered over it;' then it turned slowly 
round and came to the ta.blc. The face wsis 
toward them then, the candle light flared 
upon it; they knew it. It was the old, 
wrinkled face of Grandmother Akers. 

They watched her break ofiT a piece of the 
bread, and mumble and count over a dish of 
potatos. “ Tou many ; O, yes, too many,” 
she muttered. ‘‘They’ll never miss two of 
them. I’ll lay them away for a rainy day. 
O, yes, there’ll be a rainy day come some¬ 
time, and then the chll’en be very glad I 
saved them.” 

They watched her go to her bedroom and 
unlock a chest that stood at the foot of In- 

SOMTSA 

Digitized by C 



100 


[Octoljer, 


The Little Corporal Magazine, 


bed. She put ber plunder into it, then, lock¬ 
ing it, she crept into bed again. 

So the mystery was solved at last. The 
old gi’andmother was possessed with an in¬ 
sane mania for hoarding and hiding, and had 
been filching from their scanty store for 
months past. 

“ I wish we knew what to do about it; it. 
would bo no good to talk to her, for she 
never would understand. She has never had 
her sense just right since she was so sick, in 
the fall,” said Rob, next morning, when they 
had told Margie about it, and the three were 
in solemn conclave on the subject. 

“ Couldn’t you ask Dr. Smith ?” said Mar¬ 
gie. ‘‘You know he took care of grand¬ 
mother when she was sick, and he is on our 
school committee, and examined me in 
geography.” 

‘‘ O, of course he must know about every- 
tliing, then,” said Rob. 

‘‘ Of course you are making fun of me. 
But he does know a great deal; he always 
praises me, and he is kind, and could give 
you good advice.” 

So Rob Whitaker went to Crampton that 
morning, to get the doctor’s good advice. 
The wise man made up his wise mind very 
quickly when he heard the story. 

‘‘ Well,” said he, in a dictatorial, pompous 
way, ‘‘there is one thing to be done, and 
only one, and that ought to be done right 
away. Grandmother Akers must go to the 
poor house.” 

Rob’s face flushed up. “ None of our re¬ 
lations ever went there, sir, and I shouldn’t 
like to do it.” 

‘‘ But she is not any relation of yours, that 
is, not any blood relation,” the doctor went 
on, in a large tone. ‘‘ She was your mother’s 
stepmother—no real relation to you, if I un¬ 
derstand the connection, and I ought to, for 
I have practiced in your family for three gen¬ 
erations. The old lady has not a relation in 
the world. Her son, Hiram Akers, was the 
last, and he was shipwrecked in the Indian 
Ocean a dozen years ago. The old lady 
never would believe he was dead, and that 
was the beginning of her insanity. Her case 
is entirely hopeless. She is just as well off 
In one place as another, and these old crea¬ 
tures are really very well off at the town 
house; they’ve got a very decent man in 
charge there.” 

‘‘ I am sure she would not be willing to 
go,” said Rob. 

‘‘I can manage that for you. I’ll drive 
round with my sleigh to-day or to-morrow, 
and I will take the old lady out riding, and 
get her off as quiet as a kitten.” 


This was the doctor’s good advice; but, 
sbmehow, it lay heavy on Rob’s heart. He 
went home very sober, and, as he entered 
the room, the old grandmother looked up at 
him and nodded and smiled. It was a weak, 
faded, old smile, but it brought the quick 
tears intWhe boy’s eyes, and there was a 
bad choking in his throat, when he told the 
girls of the doctor’s plan. 

Nobody ate much at dinner that day. The 
trembling old voice asked the blessing as 
usual, little thinking that it was for the last 
time ; and Rob, and Esther, and Margie felt 
like three traitors; every mor^l choked 
them. After it was done, Margie made a 
great bustle over washing the dishes; Rob 
whittled and whistled, like, a true Yankee, 
to keep his courage jiip ; and Esther was busy 
making up a bundle of grandmother’s things. 

About two o’clock the doctor came dashing 
up to the house in a great sleigh, with two 
horses. He was a large man, with an import¬ 
ant air, and when he had bustled into the 
small room there did not seem to be room 
for anyone else. He talked a little with 
Grandmother Akers—was glad to see she 
was bringing up the children so well; he 
patted Margie on the head, and told her she 
was pretty, and praised listher’s housekeep¬ 
ing, and talked factory with Rob. And In 
less than ten minutes the grandmother w’as 
bundled up snugly, and helped into the sleigh, 
under the delusion that she was to be taken 
to church. Then the doctor insisted that all 
three should go along. The doctor had 
given the reins to Rob, when they first start¬ 
ed ; after they had gone about a mile, he said 
to him, 

‘‘ I don’t see that there is any use in my 
going all the way. I’ll get out at ’Squire 
Walgrove’s, on the hill, and you drive on 
alone. You won’t find any trouble, the su¬ 
perintendent will manage it for you; be is 
accustomed to these things.” 

So the doctor got out, and Grandmother 
Akers and the children drove on alone. It 
was two miles farther on, the gloomy, deso¬ 
late house they sought. Rob stopped the 
horses, and the girls got out. 

“ Come, grandmother, come on,” said 
Esther. It is a nice place here, and the peo¬ 
ple are kind, and we are going to get warm.” 

** It isn’t the church—there isn’t any 
steeple—I’m going on to church, and I won’t 
get out of the sleigh.” 

‘‘I’ll help you, granny. Come into the 
house with us.” 

“ No, no. I don’t like the house. I don’t 
know the people. I won’t get out, Robert, 
short of the meeting house.” 
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Rob looked inquiringly at a man who now 
came out to meet them. 

“O,” said the man, “ they often acts so 
when they’s brought here. It’s very curus; 
they know they’ll be taken good care of 
whilst they live, and be buried decent when 
they die; but some folks fights hard agin 
coming here—Yankees ’specially.” 

“ She don’t want to get out,” said Rob. 

“I see,” returned he. “We’ll just have 
to h’ist her right out by main strength. 
Come oh, granny.” 

As he said this he took her by the shoulders 
and fairly .dragged her, struggling, over the 
side of the sleigh. 

She did not stir towards the house; her 
shabby cloak fluttered in the wintry wind; 
her white locks had fallen from under her 
cap and straggled over her face; her black 
eyes flashed with their old spirit. 

“Come in, I tell you; don’t keep us wait¬ 
ing in the cold,” said the man, sharply. “ I 
have had a good many of these cases; they 
have got to submit to authority the first 
thing.” 

So saying, he took her firmly by the arm, 
and forced her up the walk and into the 
house. They entered a large, desolate room, 
but it was well warmed by a great fire crack¬ 
ling in the fireplace. In this room, huddled 
together in groups, were a score or so of 
miserable creatures ; some were very old, 
some idiotic, one or two crazy. Grandmother 
Akers stood a moment, looking about the 
place ; a flash of intelligence came over her 
Ikce, as the truth dawned on her mind. 

“ It is the poor house,” she said, slowly, 
pronouncing each word separate. “ It is the 
poor house,” she repeated, in a louder tone. 
Then once again she almost screamed the 
words, “ /< <« poor house T' She clasped 
her withered hands together and moaned, 
“ Oh ! Robbie. Oh I Esther. What have 
you done?” Her weak, old limbs trembled 
under her, she dropped on her knees; with 
tears streaming fVom her eyes, she rocked 
piteously back and forth. “Oh! my God. 
Oh I my Father, have pity upon me.” 

“Don’t, grandmother, don’t. They will 
be good to you here,” said Rob, trying to lift 
her up. But she clung to his knees, and 
moaned, and prayed, 

“Take me homo, take mo home. I’ll die 
soon. I’ll not trouble long, Robbie, boy; 
only take me home.” 

Margie was sobbing and crying now, with 
both arms around the old woman’s neck. 
“Don’t leave her here! She may have all 
my things, and I’ll take care of her. Don’t 
leave her here,” she said. 


“ Esther,” cried Rob, with tears streaming, 
“I can’t do it. I won’t do it. We’ll keep 
together if. we die—we’ll keep together. 
Come, c6me on, grandmother, we are going 
home now.” 

But she did not move; her strength seem¬ 
ed spent. They lifted her up tenderly and 
supported her over the threshold and into 
the*Sleigh. 

“ You are taking me home ; are you sure ?” 
she asked, as the sleigh glided over the road 
again. 

“ ^es, grandmother; we’re going home as 
straight as a string,” said Rob. 

“ And you’ll never take me away again, 
children; never?” 

“No, never ” they promised. 

And they opt the promise, too, though 
Dr. Smith jnr. to Margie’s dismay, called 
them a “ * ‘ * simpletons.” The winter 
held out . . and long. Rob’s wages were 

cut down, 'oud they suffered a good many 
twinges of cold and hunger, in the little 
brown cottage; but through it all Grand¬ 
mother Akers had always the warmest and 
the best. 

The spring came at last, warm and sunny, 
and one day, as the old grandmother was 
sitting in her easy chair, under the shade of 
the apple blossoms, the little garden gate 
swung open, and a tall, sunburnt man, with 
iron-gray hair, came into the garden, and 
walked straight to the apple tree where 
Grandmother Akers sat. 

“ Mother, do you know me ?” 

“ Hiram! my boy. O, my little boy.” 

And so the ship came in. For the grand¬ 
mother’s little boy was the rich Hiram Akers 
ftom East India. And he took it into his 
head that he couldn’t do better than to spend 
his money on the Whitaker children. He 
got them a beautiful home, and Elsther kept 
house like a queen, and Margie had a red 
merino dress and a piano, and Rob learned 
his business thoroughly; and he owns his own 
factory to-day, and is one of the best and 
most prominent men in his county. 

That is the way the ship came in, for the 
Whitaker children. 


For your idea of man as he ought to be, 
always look upward; but to judge man 
as he is, never affect to stoop. Learn all 
you possibly can; and when you have 
learned that all, I repeat it, you will never 
converse with any man of sound com¬ 
mon sense and of upright moral character, 
who does not know something worth know¬ 
ing, better, perhaps, than you yourself 
know it. 
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THE WATERING TROUGH. 

[BEK FKONTI8PLECK.1 
BY MRS. EMILY J. BUG BEE. 

What gweetabandomcnt of rest, 

What an untroubled joy. 

As fades the sunlight in the west. 

Is thine, O, farmer boy. 

There by the cool old waterspout. 

Beneath the sheltering trees, 

The shadows falling in and out, 

As shifted by the breeze. 

The stillness of the sunset time 
Hath wrought its dreamy spell, 

And thou art listening to the chime 
Of fancy’s tairy bell. 

Thy face and posture seem to say, 

“Drink, to your heart's delict. 

And rest you from the heated 1^'. 

Here in the cool twilight.” 

All sights and sounds have blended there 
In dreamy, restful joy: 

There falls no shadow of a care 
Upon the farmer boy. 

Thy little tasks are pleasures meet. 

Dog, horses, arc thy friends; 

All day thy busy, roving feet 
In pleasant ways have been. 

And nature’s own exceeding peace 
Falls softly on thy brow. 

And lapsed into its sweet release. 

What art thou dreaming now 1 

O, boj', in after years of life. 

Thy world-worn thoughts will come. 
With weary longings, from the strife 
Back to thy childhood's home. 

The watering trough, the farmhouse brown. 
Dim wood and shaded lane. 

And all the simple, rural Joys 
Thoucanst not taste again. 


DO YOUR BEST. 

If you are running along in a hurry, and 
stumble over a brickbat, and spill your din¬ 
ner pail, all right. Kick the brickbat out of 
the way, pick up your dinner pail, save your 
bread and butter if you can ; if not, whistle 
“ Hail Columbia,” and run on to school. It 
won’t do to be put down by a brickbat. 
Take hold of your book as a squirrel takes 
hold of a hickory nut. Be bound to get the 
meat out, if there is any in it. 

Because Tom Lazyehops wants to be a 
fool, is no reason why you should be one. 
Do yoiir best, every time; and then, when 
the teacher calls out the classes, you can 
walk up like a man, and tell him to go 
ahead. W. 0. C. 


TALE OF A SMALL BUT SHREWD 

PUSS. 

BY ANNIE MOORE. 

My name is Minny Mouser. I am gray, 
with white paws and a w hite face. I wear a 
red morocco collar, w ith a silver button. My 
mistress says she knows about cats, and that 
I am a dear little pussy wussy. Her name 
is Rose Morris. She is what they call a 
“perfect love of a girl.” Soft, dark eyes, 
dark hair, red lips. I won’t attempt to 
describe her. 

She likes to kiss me on the top of my head, 
because she says it is so soft and mousey, but 
Fred says the only place to kiss a cat is on 
that little cushion under her paw, and that 
is never clean. 

Fred is at home from college. I heard 
them say he is suspended, whatever that 
may be. 

Don’t be surprised at anything I may tell 
you. This is the sixth of my nine lives. I 
have seen and heard a great deal, and though 
my recollections of my past lives are some 
what indi.stinct, yet I remember more than 
one would suppose, and am quite a scholar. 

In ray first life I w'as a Wildcat. My father 
was King of the Woods. That was a strange, 
exciting life. The less said about It here 
the better. 

My present life began only a few months 
ago, in the country. I was taken away from 
my mother at a tender age, and brought to 
this house in a basket. They expected me, 
and bad a saucer of milk all ready, and a 
snug comer for me to sleep in. Then I have 
a secure and retired den under a big book¬ 
case in the snuggery, where I can go if I am 
frightened, or wish to be alone. And though 
I am fond of Tip, I am glad he can’t get in 
there, for I like to have my den to myself 
I find if I stand in the farthest comer, on 
my tiptoes, Fred can’t reach me with the 
umbrella. 

I was horrified when I found there was a 
dog in the family, but I soon learned to like 
him. We play together, and he is very fond 
of me. But he doesn’t like Tabby, the next 
door cat. He begins to bark as soon as she 
looks over the fence. He says he must draw 
the line somew’here. He always wears the 
same collar, with his name on it—Tip-Top- 
Terrier. 

He can’t read. The other day wc thought 
we’d take a walk, and when wc came to the 
park. Tip was going right in; but, luckily. 
I happened to raise my eyes, and saw on a 
board, “No dogs allowed here.’’ I told 
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him, and he was very much disappointed; 
but he waited for me at the gate while I went 
in to look at the gold tish a minute;, and then 
\vc went home. 

I don’t believe that notice is of much use. 
Half the dogs can’t i-ead it. 

I stay in the snuggery most of the time, it 
is so pleasant there. In the evening, Grand¬ 
ma Morris sits by the Are, in a big armchair, 
and knits and knits, and Papa Morris reads 
and reads, and Mamma Morris sews, and 
Rose and Fred and Jenny talk and play 
games. Tip always takes a nap on the rug. 
He says he is growing old. 

I alw’ays play tricks in the evening. That’s 
the time to be lively. Sleep in the daytime. 
The other night, when Papa Morris was sit¬ 
ting reading, I ran upon his shoulder and to 
the top of his head, and jumped off into the 
middle of the table. He didn’t like it, and 
I know it was not proper, but it was real 
fun. I’ve been wanting to do it this long 
time. It makes me nervous to see him sit¬ 
ting so still. Tip says I take liberties that 
he should never think of taking, though he 
has lived with the family so many years. 
That’s nothing. “ A cat may look at a 
king.” There’s nothing said about dogs. 

I don’t know how long I can stay here, if 
Fred doesn't go back to college soon. He 
likes to start me at the top of a long flight 
of stairs, with a big ball rolling at my heels. 
I have to almost fly to keep away from it. 
Tip thlhks it is too.bad. Fred says I waste 
my lime and strength running round after 
my tail, and that when be goes back to col¬ 
lege, he means to invent a treadmill, or some 
such thing, so that I can grind all the coffee. 
Just think of saving a cat’s time ! He’ll be 
a raiser, I know he will. 

But I try my tricks upon them in return. 
Aha! they’ve lost their shuttlecock, and 
can’t play. Even Tip doesn’t know where 
it is; but I know, perfectly well. It is in 
my den. I took it there, and I shan’t bring 
it out till the proper time. Some rainy Sun¬ 
day afternoon, when they are all dull, and 
don’t know what to do with themselves, (I 
always try to be as cheerful and frisky as I 
can on Sunday), I shall bring it out, and 
they’ll say, 

“ Why, here’s the shuttlecock, now let’s 
have a game !” 

I like the game. It reminds me of my 
first life. Though a shuttlecock is mighty 
poor eating. I’ve been gnawing at that these 
two days. It’s all feathers. 

Tip says, in former times It was his prac¬ 
tice to go to church with his master every 
Sunday morning. He always went to sleep 


during the sermon, as he saw others do so. 
But one Sunday he had the most exciting 
dream he ever liad in his life! It was of 
thieves. And he woke up barking furiously, 
and the sexton had to put him out; and he 
was so ashamed of it that he never w'cnt to 
church again. (I don’t believe he ever had 
another invitation). 

Grandma Morris won’t let me play with 
the pegs of her solitaire board. Slie says I 
lose them. But I loosen the earth round 
her plants for her, and I climb up on the 
bureau and take the pins from her pincush¬ 
ion, one by one, by the heads with my teeth, 
and drop them down upon the cari^et. And 
when she loses her ball of yam, I fly like 
lightning and catch it, and roll it all around 
the chairs and tables before she can stop me. 
The last time I did it, I heard her say to her¬ 
self, “ That cat’s a witch!” I can unwind 
her ball in half a minute, but it takes her a 
long time to wind it up again. But it won't 
hurt her. She says she needs exercise, and 
Willie she is doing it, I sit in her soft chair. 
It’s almost the only chance I have. She 
doesn’t like to have Tip in her room. She 
says, “ Poor fellow,” and shuts the door. 

Jenny took me to a cat’s party, the other 
day. She washed my face, and put on a 
fresh, red collar, and some cologne on my 
head. That’s the usual preparation for any 
unusual event. I dislike cologne. Tip w'as 
not invited. He said he shouldn’t have gone 
if he had been ; but when he saw how' nice 
I looked, I think he wanted to go. There 
were as many as twenty cats there. We had 
plenty of playthings, though the thing I 
most wanted I could not have, and that was 
a beautiful bird that stood on the mantel¬ 
piece. Jenny saw me looking at U, and told 
me it W'as not alive ; but I think I know a 
bird when I sec it. It didn’t move, to be 
sure, but it had bright eyes, and when I 
looked at it steadily awhile, it winked at me. 
However, I couldn’t have it, so I amused 
myself with the other things. We had a 
nice supper—sardines, and saucers of cream, 
and by every cat’s plate a bouquet of catnip. 
A most deliglitfui perfume filled the room. 
After supper we all went home, and that 
was the end of it. 

Jenny says I shall have a party. If I do. 
Tip shall come to it, whether the cats like 
it or not. 

Tip told me a secret. I think I shall tell 
it. He can’t read—he’ll never know it. He 
says Fred took him to call on a young lady, 
the other day. Her name is Mary Nelson. 
She used to come to sec Jenny very often, 
before Fred came home, but she doesn’t come 
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as often now. I think she’s afraid of Fred. 
You’ll not be surprised to hear it, when I 
tell you Tip’s story. He says they were sit¬ 
ting quietly, talking, when Fred caught up 
a big pair of scissors that were lying on the 
table, and snipped off the end of one of 
Mary’s curls in a ^econd, and then sat down 
quietly and put it in his pocket. She looked 
as though she wanted to cry, but Fred told 
her he was a wild fellow, (so I should think), 
and he wanted it for a talisman to keep him 
in the path of duty. Tip says he doesn’t 
like the looks bf it. 

O, what a delightful time we had last 
Christmas! and w'hat a Christmas dinner we 
had! Everything that belongs to a Christ¬ 
mas dinner, and besides, and best of all, was 
an enormous pie—a splendid pie—made of 
twelve squirrels. Mamma Morris made it, 
and Fred made a squirrel of dough, and 
painted it the right color, and put a nut in 
its paws and set it on the top of the pie. 
Everyone laughed and said, “ how natural.” 
I could hardly keep my paws off it, though 
I saw him make it and knew it w'as dough. 

In the evening the Nelsons came, and some 
other neighbors, and they had a dance. Fred 
wanted to put a mistletoe bough on one of 
the chandeliers, for his own purposes, he 
said ; but Mamma Morris said she knew what 
his purposes were, and she thought he had 
better not. Tip and I enjoyed ourselves, and 
were treated with a great deal of attention. 
We had a nice dinner. O, that squirrel pie I 
I never ate them cooked before. 

Hugh has come. His other name is Cap¬ 
tain Hamilton. One afternoon, just at dusk, 
Mamma Morris, Rose, and I, were sitting by 
the Are, when the door opened and a dark 
figure stoo*^ on the threshold. I thought of 
course it was a burglar. Tip had gone out 
for the paper; I wished he was at home. 
But the man spoke and said, 

” Is the soldier welcome ?” 

I heard and saw no more for some time, 
for Rose sprang up and dropped me from her 
lap, and knocked my poor little pink nose 
against the corner of the table. It made the 
tears come into my eyes, and I ran into my 
den. After a while, when I had dried my 
eyes, I stole out and heard Hugh saying, 

” It Is more than two years since I was 
here, and the thought of this visit has car¬ 
ried me through a great deal of” (something, 
I forget the word); for Rose pounced upon 
me at that moment and put me on his great, 
broad shoulder, and said, “ Love me, love 
my cat.” And he cuddled me up to his yel¬ 
low whiskers, and they tickled my nose and 
made me sneeze dreadfully. I hate whiskers 


on anything but a cat. I scratched him a 
little easy, and I’m glad I did, to teach him 
to do so no more. Why, it took me as much 
as a quarter of an hour to wash the cigar 
smoke off my face. Grandma Morris, Papa 
Morris, and Jenny and all were glad to see 
him. Rose is glad, I know, though she 
doesn’t say much about it. Tip was glad, 
too. He jumped up and kissed Hugh’s hand, 
and Hugh said, “ Why, Tip, is that you ? 
and you haven’t forgotten me? A dog’s 
welcome is worth having. Shake hands, 
old fellow.” When I saw him so kind to 
Tip, I was almost sorry I scratched him; 
and Tip walked away and sat by the fire 
with his back to the rest, and I saw him 
wipe his eyes. He told me, afterward, that 
it was one of the proudest moments of his 
life. 

Fred says he doesn’t know but he shall 
take Tip with him when he goes back to 
college. Tip says he’d like it well enough, 
just to say he’s been ; but he doe^sn’t care 
much. Home’s the best place for a dog like 
him. (So I think.) 

O dear! the first time I heard Hugh play 
the guitar! O, it was terrible! It nearly 
killed me! It seemed os though every chord 
In my body thrilled, and something seemed 
to be pulling at my heartstrings. It was in 
some w'ay connected with one of my past 
lives, I suppose. I rushed into my den to 
recover myself a little, and then came and 
stood before him, and put up my baqk and 
hissed in the most frightful manner; but no 
one seemed to mind it, so I gave it up. 

As to music. Don’t be surprised if I seem 
to know something about it. In one of my 
lives I belonged to a musician, or something 
of the sort, who had a great many cats. It 
was rather a dark, mysterious sort of life. 
We sometimes missed one of our number, 
and there were strange stories about it; but 
it was not an unpleasant life on the whole. 
We were studying harmony, and I had just 
learned to make a discord, and was about to 
learn how to resolve it, when my life was sud¬ 
denly cut short. I have always regretted it. 

Yesterday, Hugh went away. Mamma 
Morris says he has taken all the sunshine 
with him. Well, he’s gone, and I hope 
Rose will have a little more time for me. 
Tip has been very busy, too. He always 
feels obliged to go and walk with them. I 
never do. And then Mondays he sits all the 
morning watching the clothes drying in the 
yard. He says nobody ever asked him to, 
but he thinks he ought to; somebody might 
steal them. He is a slave to his conscience. 

Now this is a secret. I am Invited by 
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Tabby, the next door cat, to go out with her 
at about dusk to-morrow afternoon. She' 
knows a place where the canary birds are 
set out in the yard in the morning, and then 
they forget to take them in at night. And 
she thinks that if there are two of us, we 
might get them. She spoke of a “ lark,” 
but 1 believe that is what she calls a ” figure 
of speech.” 

To tell the truth, I have led such a peace¬ 
ful and quiet life here, that I feel I should 
relish something a little “the other way, 
the other way,” as the old song says, I be¬ 
lieve. Tip wouldn’t like it, so I sha’n’t tell 
him, of course. I never ask his advice, un¬ 
less I am sure he will agree with me. But 
I’ll let you know if anything comes of it. 

Gkx)d bye. 


THE LITTLE SEAMSTRESS. 

BY A. B. HATHAWAY. 

On the eastern coast of England, (which is 
almost an island, and has, therefore, a great 
extent of coast,) there stretches out into the 
beautiful North Sea a narrow strip of laud, 
rich in vegetation, and covered in summer 
with the delicate and gorgeous bloom of a 
great variety of wild flowers, and the tan¬ 
gled masses of trailing vines. The tall reeds 
out In the water bend lovingly over it, re¬ 
flecting their graceful forms in this pure 
mirror, for the sea is clear and blue, though 
many of the rivers of England are turbid 
and yellow. The grass here grows rank, 
tall, and green ; and when a soft wind fans 
it gently, it looks like a wonderful emerald 
sea, with tiny ripples breaking over it. But 
beware how you confide in its alluring beauty, 
for if you hope to walk upon it, out to the 
reeds beyond, you are more than likely to 
sink into the porous earth, and may not get 
back to the substantial meadow in the back¬ 
ground without great trouble! 

The prettiest, gpreenest moss is to be found 
here ; the trees are covered with it, and the 
gay-colored vines cling *to the branches, 
making them look, in an autumn sunset, 
like noble old castles crowded together, with 
blight lights in the windows, and ivy grow¬ 
ing thickly over all. 

But the waves come up through the sway¬ 
ing reeds ; up over the waving, treacherous 
grass; up over the flowering mosses and 
tangled ^nes ; laving the feet of the nearest 
trees, and keeping everything moist, but 
InxuHous, half the long year. 

Over all this autumn beauty, in the autumn 
stillness, and floating like a fairy in the soft. 


humid air, while caroling a happy, tuneful 
lay, comes a busy, little seamstress to her 
day’s work. Her attire is of modest, demure 
brown; but she bustles about in a quick, 
energetic way, with her head on one side, 
while her restless, inquisitive eye notes all 
the changes which have taken place since 
she was hero in the early spring. She ob¬ 
serves keenly that the old oak, over there 
in the glade, wears a new headdress; and 
she laughs-to see how the young mistletoe 
has been making love to him! But being 
an industHous little body, she soon sets her-, 
self to work. Going to a great cluster of 
brown leaves, under the shadow of a willow 
tree, she brings out in her mouth a slender 
thread. 

“ What will she do now ?” 

Ah! she will sew together some bright, 
green leaves which hang from the low branch 
of an alder bush. When, after a time, her 
thread is out, where do you suppose she goes 
for another supply ? She skips about among 
the tall flags, in and out through the sedge 
by the shore, and in a few moments is baek 
again, with a spider’s web In her mouth. Yon 
will say this must be, indeed, a dainty seam¬ 
stress, who can sew with a spider web ! Ah! 
so she is; and while she thus merrily stitches 
and sings, day after day, from sunrise to sun¬ 
set, a week glides by. * When at last the 
final stitch is taken, and all is finished, what 
do you think has been made? A dress? 
No. A coat? No. A suit of clothes ? No. 
Towels? No. Table linen? No. Any arti¬ 
cle of dress ? No. Ah ! you must ^ve it 
up, for it Is a house I Yes, a complete dwell¬ 
ing ; and to see the little seamstress now, as 
she goes about to seek furniture for her new 
abode, would scarcely remind you of the 
pretty, brown-suited ladies who go shopping 
on Lake street. But that she pleases herself 
quite as readily as they. It is not hazardous 
to hope—selecting the very heart of an 
ugly, thorny plant, as the sole embelishment 
for the complete comfort of her new dwell¬ 
ing. And I may assure you her abode is now 
luxurious, for what could be softer than this¬ 
tle down ? 

From the very beginning, the happy hus¬ 
band of the little seamstress (he is a tailor) 
has been near her, laboring contentedly be¬ 
side her, though his iforte does not seem to 
bo so much in the architectural line as hers ; 
and he sometimes steals away to sing and 
bathe, while she is at work. But we will 
not condemn him for this, as he has many 
noble qualities. He is an excellent commis¬ 
sary, and soon has an opportunity of proving 
this fact. They are, too, a very contented. 
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Iiappy couple, though occupying a humble 
j^tation. Happincsi^ does not belong alone 
to the rich or the great, and of this truth 
the little tailor and seamstress are tit illus¬ 
trations. As usual, the wife assumes her 
husband’s name, and thus both are known 
as the “ Tailor Birds.” 

After a time, several tiny seamstresses and 
tailors come out of the eggs that have so 
long rested on the soft thistle down, and 
l»cgin to gaze upon the great, wide world, 
and wonderful, blue sea. Then how the 
little husband and father flies about! Not a 
worm or insect in their neighborhood escapes 


his eye. Of course, with such care, the little 
family soon grows large enough to explore 
the surrounding country, and in a few' weeks 
go out into the world on their own account. 

When the autumn air becomes cold, and 
the little brow n dresses and jackets are not 
w'urin enough, the whole family fly across 
the sea to the suuny climate of France, 
where they spend the w inter. But in April 
they come back to build their nest in some 
reedy marsh, w'arbling some sweet love sto¬ 
ries to the sedges on the bank, and fanned by 
the fragrant air of their own dear native 
England. 



WISHING GAMES. 

BY Mils. M. B. 1-. SL.4DE. 


Two long fltenu of grasses, fVcsli, dewy, and green. 
Pressed two merry girts’ thumb and finger between. 
Tliey long enough hold them three wishe.s to make; 
Tlien touch the tw'o grans ends, the moisture to 
take. 

Did you get the drop, Anne? Ah! then yours 
shall be 

Every one of the wishes, one, two, three. 

.\ hundred white horses did you ever count. 

Day after day, till you reached the amount ? 

How long It did seem ere the last one w'as said I 
All the horses appeared to be black, roan, or red. 

Did you count them, my Anne? Then, O, dear 
me. 

What shall the first boy that you speak to, be ? 

Did your good father give you the wisn bone, say. 
When he carved the turkey, thanksgiving day ? 

How silent you wished, Jis you stretched it wide. 
While 8oniel>ody pulled on the other side. 

Did you get the wish, Anne ? Ah ! who was the one 
Came in the door first, ’neath the broken w'lsh bone? 


Did you happen with someone the same word to say ? 
How you linked lltUe fingers in such a queer way. 
Then you wished your three wishes, and I hope, don’t 
you ? 

That whatever yon wished. It may surely prove true. 
Did you w ish them first, Anne ? Yes, didn’t I hear 
Tou say, as you unllnkpd your fingers, “ Shakspeare ?’ 

O’er your left shoulder saw you the silver new 
moon ? 

Ere you speak yon must wDh, (it will have to Ik? soon). 
Did you say, .as yon s»iw’ the sweet even' star’s light, 

” Star light, star bright, first star seen to-night T' 

Did you wish a wish, Anne? I hope, I am sore. 

All your wishes may be, like the stars, bright and pure. 

Wish away, happy children; may be, by and by. 

You will pnt all these nice, pretty wishing games by. 
New moon, wish bones, and grasses, “ star bright,’’ 
and the rest. 

While you willingly wait for whatever Is best. 

Don’t you think sn, my Anne ? Then let your wish be. 
That ril always love you, and you’ll always love me. 
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LIB’S TROUBLE. 

BY LUCIA CHAHE BEl.!.. 

Lib stood all alone in the big, bleak yard, 
in front of the schoollionsc. Old Mrs. Hecket 
^miled a curious, questioning smile at her, 
US she stood shaking and folding her break¬ 
fast cloth out by her dingy back door, among 
the hollyhocks, and somebody’s little dog 
across the way glared through the fence, and 
barked at Lib as if she were the most horri¬ 
ble hobgoblin he ever beheld. He was a 
perfect little hobgoblin himself, with those 
wicked-looking yellow spots over his eyes, 
and his ribs grinning through his skin ; but 
Lib didn’t care for him at all, nor for old 
Mrs. Hecket either, though she stood by her 
pantry window, after she had shaken her 
cloth, and peered through the old calico cur¬ 
tain till her eyes must have ached. 

Far down the one long street of Burrbridge 
sounded tlie jubilant notes of the marching 
song Lib loved so dearly ; and she knew just 
how all the store keepers stood in the doors, 
under the long, red, flannel flags, to watch 
the blossoming little procession puttering 
down the old, board sidewalk ; how the 
doors and windows in all the shady, little, 
white houses were tilled with i)cople, lovingly 
watching and smiling; and how, in the little, 
rusty, pinchcd-looking house, aw'ay at the 
end of the street, somebody would stand in 
the kitchen door, with great, fat Baby Telly 
in her arms, watching to see Lib tripping by 
with the rest, behind the lovely, glittering 
banner. Lib’s eyes ached with the hot tears 
when she thought of that, and remembered 
how her mother had toiled and planned for a 
whole week to save up enougli nice things 
to make her a picnic cake; and what pains 
she took, with her poor head aching all the 
while, to daintily starch and iron Lib’s old 
pink calico, and how she sold every pound of 
her nice, sewed carpet rags to little Mrs. 
Maybird, for money enough to buy Lib a 
pair of new morocco shoes. 

And they were so happy and proud that 
morning, while Lib was getting ready for the 
picnic, and the old pink calico, airing before 
the kitchen stove, looked dainty and bright 
as a peach blossom, with its shining folds 
opened out over the chair, and her new shoes 
looked so smooth and glossy; and they 
thought that cake was the most beautiful 
cake that ever was baked, showing such a 
delicate, golden brown through the snow- 
white napkin in the little, tin dinner pail. 

“So I can’t go home,’’ whispered Lib to 
herself, as she stood there, with the hot sun 


glaring upon her, and the heated planks 
almost burning her feet through the soles of 
her new shoes. “ I can’t tell mother about 
the cake. Because she thought it was so 
beautiful; and the girls made fun of it, and 
called it gingerbread. I know she’d cry; 
and she’d ask me why I didn’t go along to 
the picnic anyhow, and I’d have to tell her 
how’ they made fun of my dress, because the 
pink streak shows, around the skirt, where 
the tuck used to be, and it isn’t faded, like 
the rest of it; and how'they were all going to 
walk two and two, and nobody wanted to 
walk with me, and I cried, and the teacher 
said I ought to be ashamed, to be making a 
fuss when everybody wanted to have a nice 
time ; and then they all /rushed out into the 
yard, and the teacher formed the procession, 
•and in. a minute they were all going down 
the planks to the street, singing the march¬ 
ing song—I do love b> sing that, too, it 
makes one feel so brave and glad, like a 
strong soldier after a victory—and then I’d 
have to tell her that I stood here and clinched 
my hands hard, and stainjMjd, and called out, 
as loud as I could, ‘ I hate you; all of you. 
I hate the teacher, too. You ought to like 
me, if the streak dwH show* in my dress.’ 
And mother would say, after I’d told it all, 
* O, Lib, that w as so wicked!’ And then 
she’d look so w’hite and sad, and keep still a 
while, thinking what to do with me. I can’t 
stay here, citlnu-; I feel so wicked here. I 
mean to walk aw ay down the road, till I come 
to that old cabin that stands in the orchard, 
where nobody lives, and its so still and 
sweet, and seems like Sunday.’’ 

Presently Lib hurried down the uneven, 
old, plank walk, with her little tin pail 
swinging in one brown hand, and was soon 
trudging along the white, quiet, country 
road. Her bright, new shoes were gray with 
dust, now, but she didn’t care. Every step 
she took seemed to bring her farther away 
from that angry, miserable, wicked time. It 
was quite early, yet, and the trees threw* 
long shadows across the fields, like dark, 
giant fingers, clutching after the precious 
sunshine. , The woods looked soft and rich in 
the morning light, with great, cool hollows 
in their billowy tops, that made Lib w ish .she 
were a giant, and could lie in them forever, 
and rest, and dream sweet dreams, and look 
dow’n serenely upon the w hole wide, wide 
world. 

“ I’m sure I don’t feel so angry out here,’’ 
thought Lib. “ I wish I hadn’t stood there 
and screamed, ‘ I hate you.’ I’m sure I’d be 
glad, way dow n in my heart now, if I hadn’t. 
I wi‘<h I could go home and tell mother all 
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about it. But it seems as though I can’t 
make myself go back.” 

The tears kept rolling down her cheeks, 
but she trudged on quite sturdily, and she 
soon came to the little, old, empty cabin, 
standing aw'ay back in the shadows of a wide 
old orchard. It was very sweet to rest there, 
upon the old door sill, with her bonnet off, 
and the cool wind lovingly touching her face; 
and Lib didn’t think the hnshed' little house 
seemed ghostly at all. It only seemed to be 
peacefully resting in its old age. Everywhere 
under the apple frees stood the June grass, 
tall and ripe, and whenever the yellow light 
touched it the slender stalks gleamed like 
fairy wisps of gold, and the little white but¬ 
terflies flecked all the flaunting weeds and 
vines like transparent, living blossoms. 

“ I’d like to stay here always,” said L!b, 
out loud, just as if the butterflies and the 
grass would be glad to listen ; ” one could 
keep good out here. But then there wouldn’t 
be much glory in it, would there ? Seems as 
though it would be grander to be good in 
spite of everything. Oh! I wish mother 
knew all about It. I wish I could be brave 
enough to tell her.” 

And her wistful voice quivered along the 
words as she spoke. Presently Lib made up 
her mind to go home that very minute, and 
tell her mother all about it, and she felt ever 
so much happier after that, and the very 
woods, and the shining grass, and even the 
crumbling old cabin seemed to have suddenly 
put on a new lovliness. 

‘‘ I shall tell mother I’m sorry I was so 
angry,” she said to herself, ‘‘ and I’ll work 
all day, and let her rest and ‘visit’ with 
Telly, and we’ll have a beautiful time of our 
own together.” 

So she put on her bonnet, and took up the 
little tin pail again, and waded through the 
June grass out to the road. A w'agon was 
coming toward Burrbridge, and Lib looked 
at the fat, sleek horses, comfortably jogging 
along, with a quick, joyful throb in her 
heart. 

“I know they’re Grandmother Haymak¬ 
er’s horses,” she said, right out loud, with 
an eager little laugh, ” because they always 
have those ugly hoods over their eyes. And 
that’s Uncle Jerry in the wagon, I know by 
the thick, curly hair under his straw hat.” 

Nearer and nearer came the wagon, while 
Lib stood waiting in the sun, by the dusty 
road, and sure enough it was Uncle Jerry, 
sitting up straight and handsome, with his 
brown hands resting upon his knees, and the 
lines held loosely in his fingers. 

“ Why^ hello!” he said, stopping his 


horses with a jerk, as he caught a glimpse of 
the little, eager, upturned face. “ I won¬ 
dered whose little runaway that w'as, knee 
deep down there in the Mayweed.” 

And in a minute he was out of the wagon, 
lifting her into it with his strong arms, and 
then he sat beside her upon the seat, and 
kept one arm around her, and drove faster, 
so they might soon reach home, and be out 
of the fierce sunshine. 

When they did reach home they found Lib’s 
mother almost crying with anxiety, beqause 
her little girl wasn’t in the procession, but 
she laughed for joy when she saw her looking 
so bright and glad; and while Uncle Jerry 
was out unhitching his horses. Lib told her 
all about her trouble, and at the end of the 
story she said, 

“ I’m so sorry I let myself get angry, 
mother; and I’m sure we’ll have a delightful 
day, after all.” 

Then her mother kissed her forehead, and 
smiled, and said, softly, with her lips quiver¬ 
ing just a little, 

” It was hard to bear, dear. But we know 
you may be a true, noble, little girl, and 
grow to be a true, noble woman, if you only 
try, if you do wear old, faded dresses.” 

It must be the little birds used to tell dear 
Grandmother Haymaker what sad, pinched, 
starved times they had in the little gray 
house, sometimes, for whenever Uncle Jerry 
came to town that wagon w'as a sight to see, 
with whole families of nice, fat chickens tied 
together, fluttering and clucking uneasily 
down in the straw; with big palls full of 
butter, such as nobody but Grandmother 
Haymaker ever could make; with an ample, 
home-cured ham, or a huge piece of delicious 
dried beef; with a bag or two of fine, sweet, 
golden meal; with jugs of cream, ora basket 
of harvest apples, scenting the whole wagon 
with their fragrance, or a little, plump, 
glossy jar, filled with cherry preserves, or 
raspberry jam, or something else equally de¬ 
licious, for a relish to the children’s bread 
and butternot to mention hosts of other 
things nobody but Grandmother Haymaker 
ever would think of putting in. 

It took fully an hour, on this particular 
day, to unload the wagon, and the fun of 
helping, and looking to see “what would 
come next,” was better than any picnic ever 
could be. Last of all, a mysterious, square, 
flat paper box peeped out of the straw under 
the seat, and Uncle Jerry jumped out of the 
W’agon, and said Lib must climb in after that 
herself, for it belonged to her, with all that 
might be in it. 

Lib soon climbed in, you may be sure, and 
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she just sat right down in the straw and 
opened the box, and there, folded carefully 
in fine tissue paper, lay a delicate, white 
dress, with a cunning, little, tucked skirt, 
and there were ever so many knots and coils 
of bright, blue ribbon, shining out of the 
snowy folds, and in one corner of the box 
two of the dearest, little, buttoned gaiters 
peeped out of their nice, clean wrapping 
paper. And Lib held them up, one by one, 
and cried and laughed all at once, and scram¬ 
bled out of the wagon like a little crazy girl 
with her treasure. 

And by and by they had a grand dinner, 
with the snow-drop table cloth on the table; 
and there was chicken pic, and biscuits 
made out of the good, rich cream Grand¬ 
mother Haymaker had sent—the very per¬ 
fume of those white, delicate-crusted bls- 
cuiU was enough to make anybody hungry— 
and they ate Lib’s cake, and Uncle Jerry 
said it was beautiful to look upon, and tasted 
“ good enough for a wedding cake.” 

Best of all, when dinner was over. Uncle 
Jerry took Lib in his arms and gave her a 
great swing, till her head almost thumped 
the celling, and called out. In his cheery way, 
“Her grandmother wants her I She needs 
her to scare the chickens away from the to¬ 
matoes, and she needs a little girl to go with 
her to meeting, and she wants somebody to 
tell stories to—that story about the ‘Yel¬ 
low-bird year,’ for instance. Do you think 
I could persuade you to go home with me. 
Miss Elizabeth.” 

Oh ! couldn’t he? And Uncle Jerry said 
she must get ready in two minutes, for he 
wanted to hurry home immediately, because 
“ mother ” was very busy, making jam, and 
she needed some sug^r from the store that 
very afternoon. 

Presently he and Lib rode away in that 
blessed, bountiful, old wagon, and Lib had 
the most beautiful visit with dear, loving 
Grandmother Haymaker, and heard her fav¬ 
orite story over and over again, about the 
“ Yellow-bird year,” when the trees in the 
orchard were so covered with yellow birds 
that one might fancy the green leaves were 
all turned to gold, and when, if you woke 
from your sleep, you might hear them singing 
and chirping as if they had got some sudden, 
glad news, deep in the night. 

And the summer days glided along, so fnll 
of beauty and sweetness, that when the time 
came for Lib to go home she had almost for¬ 
gotten that miserable morning of the picnic, 
when she stood so lonely and angry, there in 
the dreary yard, listening to the distant, 
ringing, marching song. 


LIFTED UP. 

BT OBOBQB COOPXB. 

I WAS glad the day was over, 

For my heart was sick and sore. 

With the troubles and the trials 
And the burdens that it bore. 

When I left the world behind me, 

Not my pleasant household nest. 

Nor the prattle of our children, 
Seemed to give me any rest. 

J 

Then my wife, in watchful kindness, 
Saw the cloud upon my brow, 

And she chid our merry darlings. 
Saying, Papa's weary now.” 

So the children lingered round me. 

In their quiet, sad surprise I 

O the yearning love and pity 
That were mingled in their eyes I 

In the silence came the baby. 

And the group he todddled through. 

Saying, both his arms outreaching. 
Baby’s tired ; lift, papa, do I” 

O the trust 1 the sweet reproving I 
O the warm, the dear caress! 

Then I prayed my heavenly Father 
Lift me up in my distress! 


HOW WILLIE TOOK CARE OF 
NETTIE. 

BT ANNIB BELL. 


** Take good care of Nettie, my son,” said 
Mrs. Rowland, as she fastened her glove and 
stooped down to kiss Willie. 

“ Yes, ma’am,” he replied, not speaking 
very heartily, blit returning the kiss. “ I’ll 
try, though I do wish I could go.” 

Willie’s mother stroked his liair, gave 
Nettie one more hug, and walked out to the 
carriage. 

Nettie and Willie stood by the window' to 
watch her. 

“ We can’t go, can we Willie ?” said Net¬ 
tie, as her mother rode swiftly out of sight. 

“7 could, if it wasn’t for you,” answered 
Willie, with a frown. 

“Yes,” said Nettle, gravely; “but now 
you have to stay and tend to me. I s’pose 
you don’t like it pretty well.” 

It was foolish for Willie to care because 
bis four-year-old sister said this, but he felt 
just like losing his temper, and so he made 
a' naughty speech. 

“ I want you to shut up, Nettie. It’s bad 
enough to stay here all day, without having 
you twit me of it. I wish you’d run ofl* and 
let me alone.” 

Nettie smoothed down a little wrinkle in 
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her white dress, and replied, “ Well, I will. 
I sha’n’t stay where folks don’t want me. 
I’m going right away.” 

You would have laughed, if you could 
have seen her turn about, when she got to 
the door, and add, with a queer, little as¬ 
sumption of dignity, 

“ If anything happens to me, Willie Row¬ 
land, and I go killed, I shall just tell mother 
you’re to blame, because you let me.” 

She was such a funny little girl, with such 
funny ways, that Willie almost felt good 
naturcd to sec her ; but he had so much bad 
in his heart, that all the right feelings were 
choked back, and he let her pass out of the 
room without saying one word more. 

Presently he heard her laughing and chat¬ 
ting with Norah, in the kitcheiq and then 
he lay down on the sofa and began to think 
how abused he was. Talking to himself, 
this is what he said : 

“All the boys in the village are ready to 
gt» by this time. I’ve been counting on a 
good time for three weeks ; and just because 
mother took a freak, I must stay home and 
tend to Nettie. It’s right mean, there 

And Willie tossed about fretfully, and then 
grew quiet, and listened to the drowsy hum 
of insects in any but a pleasant mood. 

You see Mrs. Rowland’s only sister had 
been west two years, and was now coming 
back for her health, so Mrs. Rowland drove 
to the city, six miles away, to meet her ; 
and Willie had to give up an expected plea¬ 
sure, and “ stay home with Nettie.” 

The boys of his acquaintance had been in¬ 
tending to go to the woods on this day, and 
have a “ time.” They had made benches, 
they had put up a swing, they had made 
many graceful decorations. Their indulgent 
mothers had provided rations, and were to 
be invited to a supper of the boys’ own get¬ 
ting. Stump speeches, flags, drums, and so 
forth, were a part of the programme. There 
was a “ splendid day ” in anticipation. Now 
Willie was usually a good-tempered boy, lov¬ 
ing his sister dearly, but he thought this dis¬ 
appointment was more than he could bear. 
Perhaps if his life had been less easy, he 
would have been more patient; but he had 
his deijd father’s hair and eyes, and his 
mother may be pardoned for having been a 
little over-indulgent. To-day she had been 
us Arm as she could be when she thought it 
best, and the result was as cross a boy as 
you can imagine. 

He had thought it over and over, till half 
an hour slipx)ed by, and he heard quick feet 
outside. He knew they were coming for 
him, and went out to meet them. 


“ Hurry, Will,” said Fred Baker, “ It’s 
pretty late.” 

“ I can’t go,” answered Willie, sulkily. 

“ Can’t go!” exclaimed four voices; “ why 
not?” 

“ Mother said I should staj and take care 
of Nettie.” 

“ If that ain’t mean I” came from one of 
the four. 

“ I’ll tell you what,” said Fred, “ It’s not 
fair that we should carry all these traps, and 
you’re in honor bound to go and help us, 
whether you stay or not.” 

Willie hesitated, declared he couldn’t, lis¬ 
tened to their arguments, and Anally con- 
.sented ‘‘just to help, and make haste back 
again.” 

On their way he made the explanation 
called for by their questions. 

“ Where’s your mother?” asked one. 

“Gone to the city,” was the reply. 

“ Why couldn’t she go some other day ?” 

“ Aunt Mary’s coming on the noon train.” 

” Well, for pity’s sake, couldn’t she ride in 
the stage ?” 

“ She’s sick, and mother thought she could 
ride easier in the carriage.” 

The matter made clear, they pursued their 
way, talking of this and that, and laughing 
merrily. All the while something kept till¬ 
ing Willie that he ought to have staid, and 
he determined to hurry home as soon as his 
bundles were disposed of. 

Arrived at the woods, however, the boys 
renewed their coaxing, urging him to stay 
to help them, here with a rope and there 
with a seat, until nearly two hours were 
gone. All this time he kept declaring he 
would go directly ; that Nettle would think 
he was lo.st; and finally, at about eleven, he 
started. 

In the meantime, where was Nettie ? She 
went about singing and happy for a long 
time, and by and by ran down to the gate 
and peeped through the pickets. She stood 
there only a little while, for a butterfly (what 
a beautiful creature he was) lit on the fence 
close beside her. Instantly her chubby hand 
reached out to get him, but he was not to 
be caught so easily. He fluttered above her 
in a tantalizing way, till, when she knew she 
’most had him, he flew over the fence, and, 
never caring for his fine dress, settled down 
in the very middle of the street. 

Nettie swung the gate open and stepped 
softly out, her bright hair pushed back, her 
face flushed and eager. On she went, close 
to the prize, and just as she was most ab¬ 
sorbed, a terrible thing happened. Round 
the comer dashed a runaway horse, with a 
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broken bnggy dangling at his heels. Nobody 
could tell just what did it, but when they 
picked her up, Nettie’s white dress hud an 
ugly stain of blood upon It from a wound in 
the temple. They carried her into the house, 
and following the frightened and weeping 
Norah, placed her on her own little bed. 
There was a great deal of confusion at first, 
in the midst of which some one sent for the 
doctor, who, when he came, said very ten¬ 
derly, (for everyone loved her), 

“ I will do what I can, but I fear Nettie 
will die.” 

So kind hands bathed the wounded head 
and brushed back the tangled hair. They 
put on her snowy night dress, opened the 
clasp>ed hand and tearfully removed the 
crushed butterfly, darkened the room, and 
waited for Mrs. Rowland. 

Before Willie had time to return, the terri¬ 
fied mother had come, and began her sorrow¬ 
ful watching. Just as the clock struck 
twelve, the unconscious brother walked dis¬ 
contentedly into the yard. He had loitered 
along, and now went straight up stairs, In- 
U*nding to go to his room. When he came 
to the door of his mother’s chamber, he 
found it open, for air, though the shutters 
admitted no light. He paused a moment, 
and in that moment Mrs. Rowland came 
forward. 

Dear, tender mother! With all her anxiety 
for her darling girl, she did not forget her 
darling boy. She folded him lovingly in her 
arms and kissed him. What w'as coming 
would be punishment enough. Willie look¬ 
ed up bewildered and wondering. 

“ What’s the matter, mother V Where is 
Nettle ?” he questioned. 

For all answer she led him forward to the 
bed w'here Nettie lay, and he saw the pale 
face and bandaged head. What a wild cry 
he gave. He had a crazy wish to run off 
somewhere and never come back. He would 
have given his lite, he thought, if he could 
see Nettle as she stood at the door that 
morning. The childish words that she had 
spoken rang in his ears : “ If anything hap¬ 
pens to me, Willie Rowland, and I go killed. 
I’ll just tell mother you’re to blame, because 
you let me.” 

“O, mother!” he cried, ‘Ms she dead? 
Have I killed her? Please scold me, or 
whip me, for I can’t stand it.” 

Very gently Mrs. Rowland’s hand lay on 
his head while she answered. 

” No, Willie, she is not dead, but she l.s 
hurt very, very badly, and you must help me 
nurse her well.” 

I might write a great deal more, and tell 

t 


you'how, after many days of hope and fear, 
Nettie began to grow better ; how Willie 
w'atched and tended her till he grew pale 
himself from the confinement, and yet re¬ 
fused to leave her ; how thankful he was 
when she could talk and smile faintly. 

That W'as a good many years ago, when he 
was twelve years old, and he is a man grown 
now, while Nettle is a young lady. But the 
experience of those weeks taught him a les¬ 
son he has never forgotten, and I have 
written the story for you. 

BESS. 

BY B. U. K. 

Dear little Bess! 

Winsome, wee spirit of mischief and fun, 
Merriest mortal sprite nnder the snn. 

Put down your playthings, come sit on my knee. 
And tell me the wonderful things that you see; 
Tell the strange stories the butterflies tell— 
Where do the fairies, your playfellows, dwell? 
Your busy eyes saw' the summer flowers grow. 
All the small gossip the birds tell, you know. 

Runaw’ay Bess! 

Down where the brook loiters, fallen asleep 
In the still shadows, so tranquil and deep; 
Where the damp mosses and trailing vines grow. 
There your swift feet, in the afternoons. g(*. 

Over the hills like a sunbeam you stray. 

Up on the haymow you tumble and play ; 

Hid in the boughs of the old orchard trees 
You sing with the robins and talk to the bees. 

Sweet little Bess! 

Out in the garden you bloom like a rose, 

The petulant catbird your cheery voice knows. 
Even the sunshine its mellowest gold 
Drops down, your fairy-like form to enfold. 

Up in the attic, through parlor and hall. 

You skim like a swallow, you chatter and call; 
And to our ears is there music more sweet 
Than the quick tread of those dear naughty feet? 

Wise little Bees! 

Watching the clouds in the calm, summer skies. 
Pearly and pure, with your grave, earnest eyes. 
You dream they are palaces, royal and fair, 

.\nd you are a queen dwelling regally there. 

Or when the west in the sunset’s rich glow 
Blushes with glory, or pales like the snow. 

You think that the angels look out from afar. 
And the gates of the city are standing ajar. 

Mother’s Own Bess! 

Over your eyes the long lashes so brown, 

Heavy with slumber, drop peacefully down. 

And the tired hands folded silently He, 

And God's still night gathers over the sky. 

May your young heart long its innocence keep. 
Pure as the dreams that shall come in your sleep. 
May, in the future, each deed that you do 
Unto the Father seem holy and true. 
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THE DISCONTENTED ROSE*. 


BY MILDRED BENTLEY. 

There was once a little wild rose that was 
taken away from her country home to live 
with her city cousins. The Sweet Briar 
family, you must know, were the highest 
aristocracy of all the country side. For 
more than a hundred generations, they had 
been lords of the soil, holding their real 
estate with their own armed retainers. So, 
though quiet and unpretending, they were 
a proud and unapproachable old family. 

When the city gardener came one day to 
take away the little, wild rose. Madam Sweet 
Briar received him with dignity, nodded and 
waved to him in a polite manner, sighed a 
sweet, little sigh, and smiled a rosy smile, 
and hoped he would treat her daughter ten¬ 
derly. And as she said it, she slily gave him 
an ugly scratch, as a warning of what he 
might expect from the family, unless its 
members were treated with consideration. 
So the gardener took up the wild rose with 
the greatest tenderness and care, and bore 
her away. The tall ferns waved a gracious 
adieu, the clover blossoms bobbed homely, 
little courtesies to her, the hummingbird 
kissed her, the bumblebee buzzed about her 
and said he should come to see her in her 
new home very soon, and her mother. Madam 
Sweet Briar, wept and sighed and blessed her. 

Away and away, over miles of dusty road, 
the little, lonely rose was carried. She began 
to faint and droop long before the journey 
was done, but the gardener placed her gently 
in the shade, and bathed her in cold water. 
So after awhile she grew strong and brave, 
and held up her head and took heart. 

It was a fine place where she lived now, 
fine, but lonely. She missed the green, wav¬ 
ing ferns, the clover blossoms, and the old 
rail fence she used to rest on. She had a 
pretty, painted lattice, now, but she did not 
take to it kindly for many days. But there 
were some brave, little roots working away 
at her feet; their active little mouths drew 
from old mother earth nourishing, strength¬ 
ening food, and the falling rain soothed her, 
and the sun w’armed her, and so she got over 
her homesickness, and grew well and strong 
and happy ; and when the time for blossoms 
came, a beautiful, little, pink flower came 
timidly forth and crowned the rose. 

A proud and happy rose was she that day. 
The gardener noticed her and praised her, 
and all the world looked beautiful. But 
there were other roses in the garden, whose 
cultivation had made them proud and vain. 


“I wonder if she calls that a rose? the 
little, countrified thing !” said Madam Hun- 
dredleaf, drawing herself up in pride, and 
bustling with spiteful thorns, as she said it. 

“ It looks like a dwarf apple blossom,” 
returned Madam Velvet Rose. “ Only five 
petals—and such a faint color! I wonder 
she has the impudence to hold her head up 
in our presence.” 

“I am sure I think she is pretty,” said 
Mrs. White Rose, who was a bride, and a 
very sweet, young creature. “Indeed, I 
have heard that our grandmothers were all 
like her, and it is only because we have been 
treated so kindly that we are any different.” 

“ For my part,” returned Mrs. Hundred- 
leaf, “ I never have believed that story about 
the low origin of the Rose, family. Some 
spiteful gossip invented the whole story, I 
have no doubt.” 

“ That has always been my opinion,” said 
Mrs. Velvet, proudly. “But it'is a shame 
and a disgrace to have that little, plain, 
countrified thing claim relation to us. It 
will only start the old story again.” 

“That is true enough,” broke in Mrs. 
Damask Rose, getting quite red in the face. 
“ I am vexed at the little upstart. I could 
scratch her well if she w'as w’ithin reach.” 

“ Please don’t talk so loud,” pleaded the 
gentle. White Rose. “Please don’t; the 
poor, little thing will hear you, and she is 
lonesome and timid already.” 

The caution had come too late The poor, 
little wild rose had heard all the unkind 
words, and the world was beautiful no more. 
She looked down upon the little blossom 
that had seemed so lovely, but it appeared 
poor and small and pale; the wind passed 
over it, and the little ifink petals fluttered 
to the earth ; the merry, httle buds wrapped 
their green coats tight about them, and hope 
and Joy died in their hearts. 

So they all hid their pretty faces in their 
green jackets and cried bitterly. 

“ We don’t ever want to be little, homely 
roses; make us larger, fuller, sweeter, and 
brighter. O dear ! O dear!” 

The poor, little wild rose was wilder than 
ever. When she heard the cry of the buds, 
she had not the least idea how to change the 
little plain flowers. Should she flounce them 
orenmpthem, or ruffle and scallnp them? 
Should she put two or three together and 
make one large one ? What could she do ? 
She asked the sun, the rain, the earth, the 
wind. But no one could help her. The sun 
could not paint them. 

“ Nothing but the regular tints, ma’am,” 
he said. “ That is all I can possibly do for 
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you. I’ve a vast deal of work, and can’t 
undertake any extras ! ” And away he 
glanced and danced. 

“ Dear me, don’t ask me,” said the wind. 
” I am so fidgety and nervous, I should die 
if I stood long in one place. I can’t be of 
any service to you, unless you need change 
of air.” And away he flew. 

The rain could not help her, either. 

” Sorry for you, if you are in trouble,” he 
cried ; ” but I can’t tell you anything about 
your rufiling and fussing. Just keep cool, 
keep cool—that’s alw'ays my advice—keep 
cool, I say, and soak your feet w ell.” And 
away he splashed and dashed. 

“ O dear! O dear !” moaned the little wild 
rose, wringing her hands till they bled from 
the scratches. • ” No one will help me ! what 
shall I do ?” 

Then old mother earth made answer. 

” Be your own sweet, simple self. Be true 
and natural, and you will be beautiful.” 

But all in vain the wise mother spoke, all 
in vain the thirsty mouths sent the rich juices 
coursing through her veins. Her heart was 
dizzy and sick, and one by one the discon¬ 
tented buds dropped their heads and died. 
The wild rose watched them in sorrow. She 
longed unspeakably for her wildwood home, 
the waving of the ferns, the nodding of the 
clovers, the music of the brook, and the 
song of the birds. 

The city garden blossomed In glory and 
pride. Lilies and roses and pansies and 
geraniums all flaunted their bright colors on 
the air. The greenery of June darkened 
into the deeper hue of midsummer, and 
flashed and flamed with the fevers of au¬ 
tumn. But the little wild rose was dead— 
its freshness, sweetness, beauty, life, were 
gone forever from earth. 

Ah ! little wild rose, you are not the only 
one who has come to dismay and death, by 
trying to be what you were not made to be. 


A RIDE. 

BT MBS. M. L. HOLDEN. 

Say, little folks, did you ever take a ride ? 
O, of course you have, in prim buggies or 
proper carriages, down the avenues. But 
let me tell you of a glorious ride of mine, the 
other night, away yonder in the Sierra moun¬ 
tains. Now, Johnny, don’t tell me you don’t 
know where the Sierra mountains are. I 
know if yon Just take that battered old 
atlas of yours, and look away off* toward the 
western boundary of our great country, you 
will point them to me, quick as a flash. 


Let me see. It was a week last Wednes¬ 
day, I think, that I was in Virginia City, a 
little mining village at the summit of the 
mountains. Standing in the door of my 
hotel, I looked away off one hundred and 
flfty miles, over what seemed to be a mighty 
sea, with its waves all stiffened into earth. 
Billowy hills, without a tree or flower upon 
them, swelling away to the blue horizon, 
glinting in sunshine, darkling in shadow ; O, 
my dearies, it was one of the grandest 8iglit> 
you ever imagined I 

Well, of course none ever climbed a hill 
without having to trot down again—that is. 
If they lived in the valleys ; so, when the 
time came for me to leave Virginia City, I 
guess I won’t own how frightened I was at 
the thought of riding down eight miles of 
steep descent, in a great, top-heavy stage 
coach, drawn by six horses. At half past 
eight o’clock in the evening, when the land¬ 
lord of the hotel came to tell me that the 
stage was at the door, I shouldn’t wonder 
if I looked a wee bit pale. I know my heart 
fluttered, and I was sorry to remember some 
naughty things I had been doing that day, 
such as saying cross things to Aunt Jane, 
and even throwing my shoe across the room, 
because the old string would break, yon 
know. When we went out into the street, 
there stood the stage, the six horses pranc¬ 
ing like kittens, a man at the bits holding 
them for dear life, a band of music playing 
under their noses—enough to frighten the 
poor things—and a glare of light every¬ 
where. 

“Right up here, miss,” said the driver; 
“ I have got a seat saved for you along side 
o’ me.” 

I didn’t have time to say anything before 
the driver reached down and pulled me, 
somebody stood behind and pushed me, and 
there I was on top the stage, in full glory. 

The driver w’as a great, strong fellow, and 
he held the lines as daintily as your mother 
guides her crochet needle; it didn’t seem 
anything to him to control those six pranc¬ 
ing horses—nothing but sport. Before we 
started, he took a strap and fastened me 
firmly to the seat—bound me down so I 
couldn’t fall off, you see. But it didn’t tend 
to reassure me much; I felt worse and w orse 
about those naughty deeds, and wished I 
was home. 

At a word, the man at the bits let go, the 
horses leaped clear of the ground as grace¬ 
fully as deer, and then away we flashed 
down the long street. The music throbbed 
out on the cool air, the stars blinked at us 
from the clear heavens, the dogs barked, and 
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the little boys hurrahed to see us ride so 
bravely out of town. In a few minutes, we 
reached the top of the famous “Dagger 
grade”—a descent of eight thousand feet, 
cut zigzag in the side of the mountain, and 
bordered by dreadful precipices all the way, 
thousands of feet in depth. A man came 
out of a house and carefully examined the 
harness to see if all was secure, pounded the 
wheels for safety, and gave us the cheery 
“ all right.” Mr. Hodges (that was our 
driver’s name) took a twist of the lines 
about his strong hands, braced his feet 
against the brake, and off the six horses 
flew. We struck a fast run, and kept it up 
all the way. We whizzed around curves 
where the least swerve of a horse would 
have tipped us over the precipice, going so 
fast that the leaders would be out of sight 
before the coach rounded th*e bend I w'e woke 
the echoes in the mountains until it seemed 
forty stage coaches were following us thro* 
the gloomy defiles. Our horses enjoyed it. 
They pricked up their gallant ears, and 
spumed the road with their sounding hoofs, 
until the way flowed behind us like a swift 
river. It was a fearfully dark night, no 
moon, and the stars were chased under 
cover by a rising tempest. Now and then a 
gleam of lightning illumined the w ay, and 
the thunder rattled through the hills like a 
giant’s laughter. Our lanterns shed but a 
ghastly light on either side, and only served 
to make the night beyond still blacker. 

I didn’t bother Mr. Hodges with many 
questions, but when he pointed his whip to 
a jutting crag of rock just ahead, and said, 

“ That’s Robbers’ Bend, where the robbers 
generally spring out upon us,” I sat a little 
closer, and said, 

“Please, sir, is there any danger?” 

“ O, bless your heart, no; but this veiy 
coach was overhauled once, when I w’^as 
driving. I’ll .tell you about it. First I 
knew, the varmints had hold o’ my leaders 
by the bits, and was pointing their guns in 
ray face. Of course I couldn’t show fight, 
tfiey were too many for me. So they made 
all the passengers get out, spread blankets 
for the ladies to sit on, and gave ’em a lunch 
of rousing champagne, made the men stand 
in Indian file and be sean-hed, took all the 
Ijoxes of gold dust and bullion from the 
«(*iuh, bade us ‘good evening,’ and ske¬ 
daddled !” 

That’s the story he told me, just in his 
own words. 

For eight miles w’e rode in this way. Now 
and then a nervous woman would squeal 
from the inside of the coach, and one suffer¬ 


ing man put out his head and asked the 
driver if he meant to “kill us all?” But 
we reached the valley in safety, and drew up 
at the inn for fresh horses. They brought 
out six beauties, one in particular, as white 
as a new snow flake, but they couldn’t get 
him to stand still to be hitched; and when 
he was hitched he wouldn’t go; so they 
threw tin pans at him, and clapped their 
hands, and shouted like mad, until he lifted 
his head, snorted disdainfully, and started 
off on such a mad run that I thought surely 
our time had come. But it hadn’t. We 
rode the remaining fourteen miles in safety, 
and caught the cars at Reno by midnight, 
well pleased with our mountain ride. 

Sometime I will tell you something more 
about California and my experience^ there. 
Shall I? Goodnight. 


MY HUMMING BIRDS. 

BY W. O. C. 

I broke oft* a small piece from the limb of 
a weeping willow, and planted it just under 
my window, at the end of the porch. It be¬ 
came a beautiful tree; and I loved it. I 
always loved beautiful trees. But this spring, 
when it was time for the willows to put on 
their green dress, I looked, but mine had 
not on a single green leaf. Off by the dis¬ 
tant village I saw great piles of light green 
foliage. The great willows by the mill stream 
were all out in full leaf. Then I knew^ that 
my beautiful tree w’as dead. Sad enough 
was I over my loss. But while I'looked 
there came a little, tiny bird, with wings of 
green and gold, and rested on one of the 
twigs. So, ever since, at all hours, these 
beautiful little humming birds have come 
here to rest. They like to come here, because 
the twigs are so nice and small for their little 
toes. 

To-day I was sitting out under the porch 
and one came and sat a quarter of an hour 
on a little twig. He had a good time, pick¬ 
ing his feathers and smoothing them all 
dow'n. There was a spot on the back of his 
neck that had something wrong. He screwed 
his little head clear round, but he had hard 
work to reach the spot, because his bill wa* 
so long. Then he stroked down the feathers 
under his chin. Then ho had to sec about 
his wings. He put them out, one at a time, 
and picked the feathers all out straight. 
Then he sang a little song, just a little bit of 
one, and sang very softly. He thinks he’s 
too small to sing very loud. He only wanted 
to show how happy he felt. Then he spread 
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out both wings and made them buzz ; he did 
this just to see if they were all right. Then 
he went off like a shot; and if you had hap¬ 
pened to wink Just then, you wouldn’t have 
seen him at all. 

Now, just as I am writing this, there came 
a beautiful, spotted woodpecker, with a red 
cap on his head. He ran all up and down 
the little willow, to see if there were any 
worms. But a little, shining humming bird 
cjime at once, and flew at him, and buzzed 
about his ears, (if he had any,) until he was 
glad to go away. Little humming bird lets 
other humming birds come there and rest, 
and lets little song sparrows come there and 
sing for me; but woodpeckers can’t come. 
They belong on old, big trees; and they had 
better stay where they belong. 

I thought I would cut my dead willow 
down. But now I shall let it be for the beau¬ 
tiful little birdies. And I have, also, a green 
vine climbing up into its dead branches. 


STORY OF LITTLE VIOLET. 

BT jrULIA M. THATBR. 

Hidden onder the leafy mold, 

Snugly garmented, fold on fold. 

Lies Violet, fair and sweet! 

Gone are the bee and the butterfly ; 

The moon sails on thro’ the far-off sky; 
And the old oak sings a Inllaby 
To the darling at his feet. 

“ Sleep, little Violet, sleep I 
Under the moss and mold 
Hide away from the cold. 

The storra-flend rashes by 
Nor dreams where thou dost lie 
Safe and happy and warm. 

Sleep, little Violet, sleep I 
Thee shall he never harm. 

“ The wild winds come and go ; 

Under the drifting snow, 

Sleep, little Violet, sleep! 

Do summer's vanished beams 
Perplex thee In thy droams 1* 

Nay ; each must have its day : 

Sleep, little Violet, sleep 
The wintry night away." 

'Fhe old oak wrestles with the blast 
As the winter elves go hurrying past; 
Jack Frost, in a coat of mail, 

Drops down with his magic spear; 

And the angry sleet and hall 
On clattering hoofs draw near; 

But Violet, in her lowly bed. 

Heeds not the tumult overhead ; 

Lies, patient, in the dust. 

Holding, in simple trust. 

The promise, ever true. 

Of sunlight, warmth, and dew. 


But hark I along the hills 
A tender voice that thrills 
The heart of the mountain rills; 

And stirs in their woody bowers 
The pulses of the flowers: 

“ Come, Violet, Violet, wake 1 
Let the gentle nod of spring 
Thy dreamy slumbers break. 

“ Her fingers have unbound 
The rivulet’s icy chains ; 

They leap across the plains— 

Dost hear the tinkling sound!’ 

“ She stoops to kiss the earth, 

And at her balmy breath 
Life wakes from seeming death. 

And beauty springs to birth. 

“ Where’er her footsteps stray, 

A thousand fluttering things 
On gold and azure wings 
Around her dance and play. 

"■ And thouihnd minstrels string 
Their tiny harps anew. 

To sing her praises true. 

The goddess of the spring. 

Then, Violet, Violet, wake I 
She calls her darlings all; 

Arise for her sweet sake!" 

Like a child in slumbers deep, 

Who turns and murmurs in his sleep 
At the mother’s cheery “ Come.” 

The little Violet stirred— 

'Whether she dreamed or heard 
Scarce knowing, and half numb. 

Now languid currents creep 
Through every vein; 

And now her pulses leaj) 

To life again. 

Then with persistent toil 
She thrusts aside the soil; 

Strains upward toward the sun : 

And like some pretty nun. 

As fair as she is good. 

She dons her purple hood. 

And stands with downcast face, 

In simple, modest grace. 

The brigh^winged moths flit round h* r ; 
The roving bee has found her; 

The sunbeams stoop to love her: 

The blue sky bends above her; 

And in her humid eyes 
A sweet contentment lies. 

“The stately lily proudly lifts her golden chalice 
high; 

.\11 day in the rose’s crimson heart the sunV 
warm kisses He; 

But the lily or the queenly rose is not more bb-^t 
than I. 

" To brighten some neglected spot and che^i 
the passer by. 

To give of all that’s given to me from earth 
and air and sky, 

O this is life and happiness I then who ni<>r" 
blest than I !*’ 
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FIGHTING THE ENEMY. 


BY EMILY HUNTIMOTON MILLER. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Billy went home the next mormng, and 
found Sammy pale and sick, lying on the 
grass by the door. 

“ My head aches so,” he said, “ and I can’t 
half breathe in there. Do you think I was 
so awful bad, Billy ? and will 1 be a drunkard, 
like—like—Jakey Neal ?” 

“No, indeed,” said Billy; “you mustn^t 
be a drunkard, Sammy. You sha'nU be one. 
I’d rather have you dead, like little Ducky. 
What ever made you drink the stuff?” 

“ Why, father he gave me a taste with 
sugar in, and I was real thirsty; and then 
Jakey Neal said he’d give me five cents to 
drink what he had in his tumbler ; and they 
all laughed at me, and said I was a baby, 
and ’fraid of my mammy; and so I drank it.” 

“ See here, Sammy,” said Billy, sitting 
down by him on the grass, “ we’re going to 
start a temperance society, me and Jonas. 
It’ll be just for boys, and I wan’t you to 
join. I didn’t think you was big enough, 
but if you can get drunks you can sign the 
pledge.”. 

Sammy looked perfectly wretched at the 
look of intense disgust with which Billy 
spoke of his being drunk. 

“ I’ll sign it, Billy. I know I never shall 
touch a drop of liquor again—not for a thou¬ 
sand dollars.” 

Billy only stopped for a hasty word with 
his mother and Nancy, and then went back 
to his work. 

That evening, as soon as the cows were 
milked, Jonas and he started for the village, 
to see what could be done *bout their tem¬ 
perance society. Billy was a good deal dis¬ 
appointed to flnd^ that the other boys were 
not very enthusiastic about it. Only Tom 
Howells took up the matter eagerly, and 
with him it was only because the enterprise 
promised sport. They only secured the 
promises of half a dozen boys to meet at 
Squire Howells’ bam the next evening. 

“ Don’t look so down in the mouth, Billy,” 
said Tom, with his hearty good nature ; “of 
course, these fellows haven’t thought so 
much about it as you and I, but I’ll work 
’em up. I’ll have ’em all primed, and we’ll 
have some tip-top fun out of it. I speak to 
be president or treasurer, I ain’t particular 
which.” 

“ I don’t care for the fun,” said Billy. 
“ I’m in right-down earnest, and I mean to 
do something.” 


“ Of course, so do I; but it won’t hurt a 
fellow to have a little sport, too.' Somehow 
I never can do much if things get dry and 
sober.” 

The boys went to the meeting at the barn 
with a good deal of doubt, but, to their sur¬ 
prise, they found fourteen boys present. 
Tom had rigged an old flag over the door, 
and hung up a couple of lanterns inside, and 
the boys were seated on some straw on the 
floor, while Tom himself, on the top of an 
old nail keg, was making them a speech. 
Tom had a ready wit, and his speech was 
greeted with shouts of laughter. 

“ Now give us a song!” called Walter 
Newman; “here come two solemn chaps 
that look like reformed drunkards.” 

Billy’s face flushed angrily, but Tom sprang 
down from his keg and seated him with great 
ceremony, then struck into his song, with 
most ludicrous gestures. 

Croonk! croonk! I’m a temperance fellow, 

Who ever saw me tipsy or mellow ? 

Loud as I can in the meadow I sing. 

Good cold water’s the JoIIlest thing! 

Croonk! croonk! I’m a sensible (h>g; 

Green as I am I don’t meddle with grog! 

For a minute there was a perfect babel of 
noises, as each boy joined in with imitations 
of the croaking of frogs, and whatever sound 
suited his fancy best. Then Tom rang a bell 
and called them to order, and business went 
on more soberly. 

Jonas read the pledge which he had drawn 
up, and after some criticism they agreed to 
adopt it. 

“ We must have a constitution,” said Torn, 
“ and I got father to write us one. We can 
change it if we want to.” 

Tom read the constitution, and the boys 
were much pleased with the array of long 
words and law terms which Squire Howells 
had managed to work into it. 

“That’s all right, I guess,” said Tom, 
folding it up; “ anyhow, it’s just such high¬ 
falutin nonsense as they’ve got in the other 
society. I heard Cap’n Taylor read it, 
once.” 

Tom was unanimously chosen president, 
and received his appointment with an absurd 
speech. Walter Newman was secretary, and 
Jonas and Billy were made a special com¬ 
mittee to enlist new members. Tlie pledge 
received quite an array of names, and as 
each boy marched up to the nail keg and 
wrote his name, Tom gave him a bit of grave 
advice or exhortation. 

As the meeting broke up, the boys strolled 
away in little groups of two or three, and 
Jonas and Billy found themselves nearly 
home before they were alone. 
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“ Well/* said Jonas, “ I think we’ve done 
pretty well, after all. I didn’t think there’d 
be half so many boys out.” 

Billy made no answer. He was silently 
switching the tall weeds by the roadside, os 
he walked along, cutting off their tops with 
vigorous blows, as if he enjoyed doing it. 

‘‘ What a case Tom Howells is,” said Jonas, 
again; ” he's brimfull of fun, and nothing 
ugly about him, cither.” 

No answer yet, only a sharper cut at the 
weeds. 

” He’ll make a good president. No danger 
of things getting dry and stupid, with him 
to manage them.” 

** That’s the very trouble,” broke in Billy. 
” It’ll be all fun and nothing else. I like 
fun, and I like Tom Howells ; but I went up 
there to-night all on fire, thinking about 
father and Sammy, and feeling as though I 
should die if I didn’t get hold of some work 
to do. And when Tom sung, and said funny 
things, I felt as if I wanted to choke him. 
It’s ugly, I know, but I can’t help it. None 
of the rest of you ever felt the curse of it 
like me.” 

“I think the boys are in earnest,” said 
Jonas, thoughtfully. ‘‘Tom means to do 
something, I’m sure, but you see he can’t 
get right at it at once. Anyhow, Billy, have 
you thought about what we can do ? How 
are we going to work ?” 

“One thing we can do is to buy temper¬ 
ance tracts and scatter ’em about. Most all 
of us have some money of our own, and we 
can make a beginning.” 

Aunt Marcia was knitting by her little, 
round stand, waiting for the boys to come 
home. One of the unalterable laws of the 
household was that no one should be out 
after nine o’clock at night, and Aunt Marcia 
herself made the last round of the premises, 
fastening every door, and making sure that 
all was safe for the night. She rose imme¬ 
diately and snuffed her candle, and started 
for the door, and the boys, without stopping 
to report their meeting, went directly to 
bed. But the next morning, over the break¬ 
fast table, she was ready enough to hear and 
to advise, and her keen, practical sense 
detected at once a mistake the boys had 
made. 

“ It’s all very well, as far as you’re gone, 
but you are leaving out the very ones that 
you want to reach. Those boys are all sons 
of good, steady, respectable men—men that 
ain’t anyways likely to take to drinking, or 
let their boys do it. But there’s Jakey 
Neal’s boys, and ’Lisha Truman’s, and Reu¬ 
ben Way’s—they’re just about certain to go 


the same way their fathers have gone, and 
then we shall have another tribe of drunk¬ 
ards among us.” 

” That’s so,” said Billy. “ I thought ol 
them last night. We must get ’em in, every 
one of ’em.” 

“And you must do It now, at the very 
start,” said Aunt Marcia, “ because you 
want to have them feel that it’s their work, 
and their society, just as much as any¬ 
one’s.” 

“They can do more than we can,” said 
Jonas. “ Jakey Neal thinks all the world 
of his boys.” 

“ I can get ’em in,” said Billy, confidently. 
“I know just how to take ’em.” 

Billy was light, and in a short time the 
boys’ temperance society numbered almost 
as many members as the other. Most active 
and earnest among them were those very 
boys whose whole lives had felt the blight¬ 
ing of strong drink, and who were now 
pledged to fight it everywhere. 

“ Why don’t you keep your boys away 
from that miserable temperance society?” 
demanded old Rooney of Jakey Neal. “ I 
wouldn’t have a boy of mine setting up to 
know more’n his father.” 

“Well, I hope my boys’ll be smarter’u 
their father,” said Jakey, very deliberately. 
“They’ll be a precious set of fools, if they 
can’t n\fike out better’n I’ve done. I’ll be 
hanged if I wouldn’t join a temperance 
society myself, if I thought there was any 
chance for me. Ain’t my boys just as good 
as Tom Howells and Jonas Kendall ? They 
ain’t to blame for havin’ a drunken fool for 
a father, be they ?” 

The old drunkard maker opened his eyes 
in astonishment, and poured out an extra 
glass of whiskey for Jakey. It would never 
do to have his customers holding such senti¬ 
ments as these, but he wisely concluded not 
to say any more to them about the temper¬ 
ance society. 

“ I tell you what, boys,” said Tom How¬ 
ells, one evening, “ let’s give old Rooney a 
serenade. I’ve got a temperance song that’ll 
make him open his eyes, and we’ll go around 
to his ofilce some evening and sing It to 
him.” 

About a week afterw'ard, the rumscller 
was sitting alone in his ofllce, looking over 
his books, and calculating how soon he could 
probably get hold of the Truman farm. 
Under Ws window a group of boys silently 
gathered in the moonlight, and suddenly a 
chorus of clear voices burst forth with a 
song that sounded strangely enough iu that 
smoky den. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



[October. 


Ihs The Little Corporal Magazine. 


SONG OF COLD WATER. 

Where the dew Is cool and sweet 
In the dingles hiding, 

And the brook on fairy feet 
Through the meadows gilding. 

There my brimming cup I fill. 

From the clear and sparkling rill. 

Life and Joy bestowing! 

Water, water, pure and bright! 

Fount of beauty and delight. 

Nectar freely flowing! 

Not for me the ruby wine 
In the goblet gleaming. 

Death is in Its hue divine. 

Sorrow in Its beaming! 

But my brimming cup I fill, etc. 

Not for mo the drunkard's cup— 

Want and woe it bringeth! 

Bitter tears have filled it up! 

Anguish from It sprlngeth 1 
But my brimming cup I fill, etc. 

The boj’s finished their song, and the rum- 
seller drew a long breath of relief, and dipped 
his pen again. 

“ Let ’em sing, if it suits ’em,” he growled 
to himself; ‘‘ they can’t disturb me any.” 

But he scowled angrily, as they struck up 
again. 

“ There’s a bloody old spider that site in his den 

Dc.stroying the souls and the bodies of men! 

He i^mlles and he flatters, he promises well. 

But death and destruction will follow his spell. 

O brothers take care ! O brothers beware! 

There surely is death in the rumseller’s snare. 

Don’t taste of the cup tliat he holds to your Up, 

The deadliest poison within it you’ll sip !* 

Tlie Joys of your life in its depths will be lost. 

Your souls must be paid for its terrible cost! 

O brothers take care! O brothers bewari! 

There surely is death in the rumseller’s snare.” 

The door of the oflace wa« thrown roughly 
open, and a red, angry face looked out at 
the boys. 

“Get off from my premises, you young 
rascals,” he shouted out at them, “or I’ll 
get my horsewhip, and teach you to go round 
instilting your neighbors.” 

The boys immediately moved away, but 
from the next corner the song came back, 
louder and more defiant than ever. 

‘‘We’ll touch not, we’ll taste not the rum8eller*8 
bowl, 

It ruins the Imdy, It curses the soul; 

We’ll stand by our banner, and shout os we go. 

Here’s life to cold water, and death to the foe!" 

He shut the door angrily, and tried to fix 
his mind again on his books. But some voice 
in his ear kept singing the song over and over, 
and the words mixed up strangely with the 
bills for liquor, until he shut his book in 
despair, seized his hat and went home, with 
something rei»eating in hte car, 

” O brothers, beware! 

There surely is death in the rumseller’s snare!” 


In spite of the dreadful tragedy of little 
Ducky’s death, matters had greatly Improved 
at Sam Shaw’s. The better feeling of the 
community had been touched by the sorrow 
that had come upon the family, and Billy 
seemed to lift tlidm all from their degrada¬ 
tion by his earnest, straight-forward struggle 
for respectability. 

Mrs. Taylor, ^evlng in her kind heart at 
the share they had borne in Mrs. Shaw’s 
troubles, sent often for Nancy to help them 
through busy week, and though Captain 
Taylor, in his obstinate way, declared he 
never should be sorry for prosecuting any¬ 
body for theft, yet his wife knew of many a 
gift that found its way to the little, shabby, 
brown house, to remove, if possible, all 
temptation to wrong. 

“ Nancy’s gone up to Cap’n Taylor’s, to 
stay a week,” said Billy, one morning 
“ Mis’ Taylor’s fixing for company from the 
city, and they’re making preserves, too.” 

Aunt Marcia made no reply. She was not 
given to curious gossip over her neighbors’ 
afifairs, and she was secretly wondering whaf' 
made Billy talk about it, when he suddenly 
asked, 

“ Aunt Marcia, what are brandy peaches?” 

“ Peaches preserved in brandy,” said Aunt 
Marcia, simply. 

“ I thought so,” said Billy. “ Do they eat 
’em, then? are they good ?” 

“ Oood to make drunkardUy'^ said Aunt 
Marcia, setting down her cup of coffee. 

“ Nancy said that Mis’ Taylor sent to the 
city by the doctor to get some pure brandy 
for her peaches, and they were going to do 
them up to-morrow,” said Billy. “ Nancy 
was going down to Mis’ Howells’ to get her 
rule.” 

“Well,” said Aunt Marcia, deliberately, 
“ I can’t pretend to answer for any one’s 
conscience. Maybe they think it’s right, 
but I must say It looks inconsistent to me to 
fight the devil away from the door and then 
coax him in at the window.” 

“ See here, Aunt Marcia,” said Jonas, ear¬ 
nestly, “I wish you’d tell Mrs. Taylor so, 
and Mrs. Howells, too. She makes ’em, and 
once, when Tom had a birthday party, little 
Bertie Newman ate two, and he acted as 
funny, and his cheeks were as red as could 
be ; and Squire Howells laughed, and made 
him stand up on the table and sing.” 

Aunt Marcia’s eyes had a dangerous 
sparkle in them, but she settled her cap with 
both hands, and then said, 

“ I never have gone out of my way to 
meddle with my neighbors’ affairs, but if 
I ever have an opportunity, I stiall bear my 
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testimony against all such tampering with 
temptation.” 

Mrs. Taylor got her temperance lecture, 
however, from another quarter, and in a way 
that was quite as astonishing as it would 
have been from Aunt Marcia herself. 

Nancy had not found Mrs. Howells at 
iiome, and so the basket of splendid, yellow 
peaches was still standing on the kitchen 
table, the wide-mouthed jars upon one side, 
and a great bottle of what professed to be 
“ pure brandy ” on the other. 

“ Brandy peaches are dreadfully expen¬ 
sive,” said Mrs. Taylor, lifting her flushed 
face from the steam of the sugar she was 
clarifying ; ” and if the cap’n had his way, I 
never should put any up. But then he likes 
’em as well as anybody, and I dare say he 
thinks there ain’t more’n a spoonful or so of 
brandy, just to flavor ’em up.” 

She came to the table with a mild, little 
ehuckle at the stupidity of men, and began 
to rub the peaches one by one with a clean 
flannel. 

“ There comes Jakey Neal, this minute,” 
she suddenly exclaimed ; ‘‘ he’s goin’ right 
past Squire Howells’, and I’ve the biggest 
mind to get him to stop for that receipt. I 
set my heart on trying it, ever since Sophrony 
was here.” 

Jakey Neal, in spite of his intemperate 
habits, was uniformly good natured, and 
kept up a kind of tipsy politeness that would 
have been amusing, only that it was pitiful. 
He drew up his horse as Mrs. Taylor came 
to the gate, and touched his old battered hat 
to her. 

” I declare, Mis* Taylor,” he began; 
“ beats all, how spry you be. You look for 
all the world like one the cap’n Newtown 
pippins, that gets han’somer the longer it 
hangs on the tree.” 

Mrs. Taylor laughed good naturedly; (she 
was used to Jakey’s nonsense); and going a 
little nearer the wagon she proposed her 
errand. 

” To be sure, ma’am,” said Jakey, readily; 
” happy to obleege you. ’Tain’t a speck out 
o’ my way, and the madam generally has a 
mug of the squire’s cider handy. First-rate 
cider. Mis’ Taylor.” 

Mrs. Taylor came back to her peaches 
looking a little troubled. 

“ I don’t know as it’s very judicious in 
Mrs. Howells to give cider to such a man as 
Jakey Neal,” she said to Nancy. “To be 
sure, there’s no harm in cider, though the 
squire’s cider Is pretty sharp; but when a 
man get’s to drinking like Jakey, everything 
goes to feed the appetite, I s’pose.” 


Nancy looked troubled, too, and wondered 
if Mrs. Taylor felt quite clear about the 
brandy peaches ; but nothing more was said 
until, in about half an hour, Jakey halted 
again at the gate, and waved his scrap of 
paper. Mrs. Taylor went out, but he did 
not give it to her at once. 

“Seehere. Mis’ Taylor,” he began, smooth¬ 
ing the paper over his knee ; “there wasn’t 
no harm in readin’ this, I reckon, ’cause it’s 
only a kind of cookin’ receipt, and I made 
bold to study it as I come along. It’s curl’s 
now, what things you wimmin contrive.” 

“ Yes,” said Mrs. Taylor, “ but they say 
the men contrived the receipts after all. 
The French beat all for cookin’, and their 
cooks are most all men.” 

“ That so ?” exclaimed Jakey ; “ well now, 
that just ’counts for it. I was readin’ about 
these here brandy peaches, and says I to my¬ 
self, Mt don’t stand to uatur’ that these 
wimmin, that make such a row about old 
Rooney, good, clever, pious wimmin, like 
Mis’ Taylor and Mis’ Howells, would go and 
stew up slch stuff as this here, “ a quart of 
brandy to a pound of peaches,” and then 
give it to their ovm folks to cat.’ ” 

Jakey’s red face really had a serious ex¬ 
pression, as he slowly reached down the bit 
of paper, adding, 

“ If the men do it, that’s a different thing, 
and I’ll bet a dollar some drunken feller got 
up this notion of brandy peaches jest to fool 
folks into leamln’ to like brandy.” 

He started his horse, and then, jerking up 
the reins, added, “See here, Mis’ Taylor, my 
boys have j’ined a temperance society, and I 
mean they shall have as fair chance in tli<‘ 
world as they can with such a father. I’ve 
done my duty by ’em ; I’ve told ’em fair and 
square that if they want to keep the enemy 
out they mustn’t shake hands with him over 
the fence. And I hope it’s no offense to say 
I shouldn’t like ’em to eat any of them 
things when you get ’em cooked up ; though 
I should like some mighty well myself.” 

Mrs. Taylor went hastily back to the 
house, and put on her spectacles to read the 
recipe. It seemed to Nancy she found a good 
deal of trouble in doing so, and in the mean¬ 
time Charley Taylor came rushing noisily 
into the kitchen. 

“O, mother!” he exclaimed, “may I 
have a peach ?” And without any further 
ceremony he helped himself to one. 

“Not those, Charley,” said Nancy, hastily, 
“ those are for the brandy peaches, and they 
are all weighed.” 

“ O, brandy peaches,” said Charly; ” good, 
I think those We splendid.” 
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Mrs. Taylor got up very quickly, and 
closed her cook book with a walked to 
Urs stove and dropped the little white slip* 
upon the blazing Are. Then she took the 
bottle of brandy and stowed it away in the 
farther comer of the top shelf in the pantry. 


“ There,” said she, “ we’ll make those 
peaches into jelly. I’ve done with brandy 
peaches; but I never supposed Jakey Neal 
would read me a temperance lecture.” 

[To be continued.] 



WAtLOCK SC. 


THE FIRST STEP. 

BY GKOROE COOPER. / 


Mother Is watching you, little pet, 
Don't be afraid to stand alone! 

You are the prettiest darling yet! 

Come to me now, my own. 

Only one tiny step to-day; 

Know you can do it if you try; 
Mother will lead you the nearest way 
Over the mountain high! 

Over play mountain, and over play hill. 
All on the smooth, wide carpet here! 


What—is my darling timid still? 

Won’t you come, baby dear? 

Dimpled and white are the eager feet; 

Father, O keep them from earthly harms t 
A tottering step, and the traveler sweet 
Hides in the mother’s arms 1 

Father, O then in my heart I pray, 

Though little feet are in danger cast. 

Lead them safe home, as Thou hast to-day. 
From the first step to the last! 


THE BIRDSNEST. 

BY LUELLA CLARK. 

e. Thus fair, till the sun goes down. 

And the shadows broad and brown. 
Hushing the song with their frown. 
Fall over the wee bird town. 


The cherries are ripe on the tre< 

The birds in the nest are three. 

All chirping and full of glee. 

Oh! the sight is fair to see. 

The wind blows soft from the west. 
And life in the leaves is blest; 

The mother bird sings with a zest 
A song that is sweet with the best. 

A song that is silvery sweet— 

Oh! to sing, glad bird, is meet. 

Where, where are the fairies fleet. 
Keeping time to your music complete? 


Then will sail up the sweet-faced moon. 
She who never can come too soon, 

And the stare with silver shooii 
Walk the sky in the night’s clear noon. 

The cherries are ripe in the tree. 

And fair is your home to sec. 

Oh! sWeetblrd. so full of glee ; 

Long, long may you sing for me. 
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BIRDS AND THEIR WAYS. 

BY MBS. PARIZA.DB V. HATHAWAY. 

1 have a feathered friend that whistles. 
He spends his summers in Wisconsin and 
Minnesota, and perhaps as far north as 
British America. The sweet tune that he 
has whistled to the northern hills and waters 
still lingers in his throat when he returns 
southward, in the latter days of September. 
“ Pe pe pe pe-d-de pe-d-de pe-d-de,*’ reaches 
my ear as I walk among the tangled vines 
and low trees near water courses. 

He is a social little bird. If one pair of 
brown wings flits across an opening, a dozen 
or more pairs will follow*. In fact, it Is a gay 
party of fathers and mothers, brothers and 
sisters, seeking the warm south together. 

He is not suspicious, and will sit (on a 
branch) for his picture. He has a plump 
form, a rufous back with dark stripes, brown 
wings crossed by two white bands, brow-n 
tail, dark ash breast, bead striped black and 
white, some of the white strongly tinged 
with yellow, and a pure W’hitc throat. His 
nowy throat gives him bis name, the White- 
throated Sparrow. 

When the white-throated sparrows go 
north in the spring, they often stop three or 
four weeks, and every day some of them 
come to our com cribs to get bits of the 
sweet kernels. Often I see them bopping on 
the moist ground, by the creeks and rivers, 
bunting for seeds and insects. The males 
sing a good deal at that season, and their 
song sounds peculiarly rich and sweet early 
in the morning. In the north, where they 
rear their young, they sing by night as well 
as by day, and I have often listened, when 
they are with us in May, hoping that one 
would sing a night song for me. But no ; 
the loving little bird keeps them all to sing to 
hU mate while she sits on the ground, in a twig 
and grass nest, keeping four spotted eggs 
warm. He Is often called the ‘‘ Nightingale 
of the North,’* because he sings in the night. 

Winging his way from the fast-freezing 
regions of the north comes the Fox-colored 
Sparrow. He arrives in October, and he 
looks like a richly-tinted October leaf. His 
head and back are ash, spotted with redish 
brown, his wings and tail brilliant, rufous 
red, the inner edges of the feathers pin! 
tinted; the upper tall coverts are bright 
rufous, also. Beneath he Is white, spotted 
with rufous. There are a few black spots, 
which, at a little distance, look like a single 
one, on the centre of the breast. 

He seems in haste to return to his summer 


home, for I see him again, here in northern 
Illinois, the flrst days of April. Sometimes 
the ground Is covered with snow after his 
arrival. While the snow bird, which keeps 
him company, picks daintily around the 
cribs, and in all uncovered places, he scratches 
vigorously to bring some hidden seed or 
insect to light. I have often observed him, 
throwing the dry leaves in all directions, 
working as lively as an old hen engaged in 
bringing up a family of chicks. 

On warm spring days be sings a flne song: 
“Que-le t-t-t-r que-que-que foik-foik que-e 
que-a-eu.” It reminds me of the song of the 
rose-breasted grosbeak. 

We are told that the nest of the fox-colored 
sparrow is built on the ground, beneath the 
drooping branches of a fir tree. It is made 
of grass and moss, with a heavy lining of 
flne grass, and a more delicate one of roots 
and feathers. The female lays four or five 
greenish eggs, spotted with brown. 


THE DEAR LITTLE CRICKET, 

THAT 8IN08 TO MB BVBBY NIGHT. 

BY MBS. H. E. BROWN. 


What are you saying, you dear little cricket, 
Chirping so shrill in the dark green thickets 
Piping and singing the whole nigM through. 
Don't you get tired, and wet with The dew? 
When do you sleep, you dear little cricket. 
Hidden away in the dark green tbickety 
Can you sleep in the day time, 'mid all the noise 
Of the sparrows and robins, the girls and the 
boys? 

And what do you find, you dear little cricket. 

To eat and to drink in the dark green thicket? 
Do yon nibble the leaves, and then do you wait 
For the rain drops to fall, your thirst to abate? 

I am sure you have friends, you dear little cricket. 
Visitors gay in the dark green thicket; 
Grasshoppers, slender and nimble of limb, 
Katydids, beetles, and millers so grim. 

And what is your business, you dear litte cricket ? 
W^hat have you to do in tlie dark green thicket'’ 
Is it only to tell ns that summer has gone. 

And the damp, chilly autumn is hastening onr 

Or have you been sent, you dear little cricket. 
Stationed for life in the dark green thicket. 

To sing in the night songsof love and good cheer. 
To the mourning and sick who lie w'aking anear? 

Yon teach me a lesson, you dear little cricket. 
Never tired and cross in the dark green thicket. 
1 weary and fret over duty so soon. 

But you keep so busy you're always in tune. 

I will try to be like yon, dear little cricket. 
Chirping away in the dark green thicket; 
Whatever God bids mo 1*11 do with my might. 
Though its only the singing a song in the night. 
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CURIOUS ORIENTAL FLOWERS. 

BY MBS. FANNIE B. FEUDOE. 

A little girl, sporting like a bright-winged 
butterfly among the flowers, said, when 
:l^ked what she thought of the buds and 
Iflossoins around her, that they were “God’s 
stars, made to shine down low where the 
children can see them.” 

Had this little one been bom within the 
tropics, among the gorgeously-tinted blos¬ 
soms and perennial foliage of the torrid zone, 
she might in truth have called the flowers 
“stars,” so brilliant are their varied hues, 
and so wondrously dazzling in their peerless 
beauty arc the flowers of those sunny lands. 
There are found the Raffledn amoldi and the 
Victoria regina^ the largest flowers in the 
world, a perfect specimen, measuring fuU 
ttoo feet in diamet^! Just imagine such a 
flower as that, my little reader. Why, you 
might almost fold yourself up, and take a 
nap, fairy fashion, in one of those huge blos¬ 
soms ; or refresh yourself with a fragrant 
bath of dew drops collected in its mammoth 
chalice. 

Then there is the Lotus or water lily, with 
its golden and rose tinted blooms gleaming 
up through the crystal waters like the fabled 
charms of mermaid or sea-nymph; the rich, 
creamy bud^of the Magnolia grandijlora, 
towering in stately grandeur above its sister 
flowers, acknowledged queen of the par¬ 
terre, and dispensing with genuine oriental 
profusion its rare and delicious pcrftimes 
There, too, the Kalla indka^ with its five 
long delicate petals of heavenly blue; the 
crimson Boongah riah of the Malays, and the 
Gold plant of th<>Uhinese, both consecrated 
symbols in their religions rites. And more 
beauteous than all is the bride-like Moon- 
creeper, its pure white blossoms exhaling 
their delicate fragrance just at nightfall, as 
if to herald the approach of night’s beaute¬ 
ous queen, and greet her with a vesper ofier- 
ing worthy of her own fair self; and then 
when they have seen their sovereign seated 
on her bright throne, these, her beauteous 
vassals, again fold their delicate ]>etals, and 
retire in blissful conciousuess of having ful- 
tilled their destiny—their chosen mission of 
loving devotion. 

Then every little creek Is edged with long 
grasses and luxurious ferns, intermingled 
with wild flowers as plcnteously as stars dot 
the Armament; the luxuriant growth droop¬ 
ing over and reflecting their graceful fringes 
in the little bubbling brooks; while the 
whole air is redolent with the balmy odors, 
“ sweet thefts of rose and lemon trees.” 


To the deep pendant branches of the grace¬ 
ful mangrove are frequently attached shell- 
flsh of various kinds; and hence has doubt¬ 
less has arisen the fable of “ oysters growing 
upon treesjust as to the sweet songs of lie- 
singing flsh may be traced the wondrou^ 
stories of the mermaid, with her songs anti 
fa.scinations. 

But the most wonderful of all the floral 
products of the tropics, are the blossoms of 
the ratan tree (Arundo bamboo), and the 
monkey-cup or pitcher-plant {XejmUhejt dkW- 
latoria.) The ratan blossoms hang usually in 
clusters of ten or twelve, each of which is a 
yard or more In length. They resemble a 
soldier’s avgretten^ or, perhaps, still more, a 
string of chestunt-colored scales, threaded 
through the centre. Waving to and fro, in 
in the summer breeze, surrounded by the 
mingled creepers of the beautiful wild pas¬ 
sion flower with its rare, feathery chalice of 
purple and gold, and the exquisite MclaMoma 
or yellow rose of China, always in bloom— 
and flanked on every side by ferns of won¬ 
drous grace and beauty, the effect is so en- 
chantuig as to awaken surprise that such 
loveliness should be hidden away among 
lonely jungles, “wasting its sweetness on the 
desert air.” But, even here, a loving Fath¬ 
er’s hand has painted in gorgeous hues the 
works of His power; and in the sweet alpha¬ 
bet of these beauteous wild flowers, inscrib¬ 
ed on hills and plains, rocks and meadow s, 
the precious lessons of His love. 

The monkey-cup or pitcher-plant is found 
in moist places, such as are suited to the 
grow'th of ferns, mangroves, and palmate 
shrubs generally. It has pending from eacli 
leaf, a natural pitcher or elongated cup. 
growing perfectly upright, and capable of 
holding a pint or more of liquid. It has also 
a natural cover, which is sufficiently close to 
prevent leaves or other rubbish from falling 
into the cup when it is full. The most curi¬ 
ous circumstance connected with this strange 
plant is that it is nearly always found full of 
pure, sparkling water, and that the ltd doses 
of itself as soon as the receptacle tsfuUf and opf-r^jt 
as soim as it is empty. The water is tliu? pro¬ 
tected from dust, and kept always fit for the 
use of the thirsty traveler, as well as the im¬ 
mense troops of monkeys that inhabit tropi¬ 
cal jungles. Then, w'hen the cup has been 
drained of its refreshing contents, the same 
infinite wisdom that contrived this ingenious 
mode of supplying w ater where it is special¬ 
ly needed, has so arranged the construction 
of this wonderful plant, that the chalice re¬ 
mains uncovered for the free entrance of rain 
and dew' till its exhausted stores have been 
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replenished, when it again closes spontane¬ 
ously, as before. How boundless are the 
wisdom and goodness of our Heavely Father, 
and well may we exclaim with Israel’s sweet 
-inger, “ His mercy is over all his works.” 


DO YOU LOVE BUTTER? 

BT MBS. M. B. C. SLADE. 

rw’o children under the appletree— 

May is a two-year-old, Ralph is three. 

Under May's chin Ralph''s fingers hol^ 
Buttercups bright in their sheen of gold. 

And this Is the prattle bis wee lips utter, 

I’ll see, 'ittle May, if 'ou love buttcrl” 

A -^drl and a boy are under the tree- 
A curly-haired, rosy-checked May is she, 
O'erflowing with frolic and glee and fun; 
And Ralph is her playmate and champion. 
He holds a buttercup now, to see what her 
Chin shall reply to “ Do you love butter?” 

A youth and maiden are under the tree— 

*• Shall we try the buttercups now,” says he 
** Just os we used in our childish days?” 
May's checks flush red, as he whispering says, 
Though her chin grows gold and her pulses 
flutter. 

He is sure that he dotsnH low any but her ! 


THE STORMY PETREL. 

BY AX OLD XATIOATOR. 

This lonely little wanderer on the wide 
ocean is seen at great distances from the 
land, and'generally just before storms and 
while they arc raging. It is very like the 
robin in size and shape, with small, webbed 
feet, and their feathers are of a light blue 
color. Always flying low, they dart from 
wave to wave, skimming the surface of the 
sea, just like the swallow on land, and 
equally as swift in their flight. How often 
have I watched them in the wildest storm at 
sea, resting for a few seconds on the top of 
a huge, white-crested wave, and then darting 
from wave to wave as quick as lightning, 
and very seldom at rest. They arc called by 
the sailors. Mother Carey’s chickens. 

Through some superstitious story, in years 
gone by, they were regarded with ominous 
dread by the crews of ships in a storm, as 
they darted about the ship, as if something 
dreadful was about to happen through their 
innocent and harmless presence. But all 
these superstitious notions have died away 
among the sailors of the present day; and I 
have often regarded these lonely little wan¬ 
derers in a storm at sea with a kind of pity, 
as they dashed from wave to wave, quite re¬ 


gardless of the fury of the storm, or the wild 
dashing and foaming of the sea, their only 
note being a short, shrill chirrup. But as 
our great and benifleent Creator tempers Un¬ 
wind to the shorn laml>, so also has he pro 
vided for those harmless little birds in such a 
way that they can stand the storm and sen 
without injury. 

I have never caught any of these birds, 
they are so shy, and quick in their move¬ 
ments, although I have easily caught cape 
pigeons, albatrosses, and other sea birds. 
They are never seen in great number, but a 
solitary pair, or at most four, are all I have 
ever seen near a ship at sea; and I have 
never known anyone who ever found their 
breeding places among the rocks or islets 
near the sea, wiiere other sea birds congre¬ 
gate in the breeding season. 
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OUR ENLARGEMENT. 

The Little Corporal was enlarged and 
improved in July, and is to be still further 
enlarged in January, and with this enlarge¬ 
ment and improvement, beautiful engravings 
are Introduced. All this beeause the people 
and the times seemed to demand these 
changes. The matter in our pages has all 
along been acknowledged to be the best and 
most whole.some reading for the boys and 
girls and young people that is furnished by 
any of the magazines; and so, even in our 
our old shape, w'e have attained a larger cir¬ 
culation than was ever reached by any other 
juvenile magazine in the w'orld. Yet we 
have long been convinced that smaller pages, 
like our present ones, would be preferred. 
Then there was a constant call for illustra¬ 
tions, which, with our old style and price, 
we could not easily respond to. We might 
have furnished second-rate pictures, as iome 
other magazines and papers do, but nothing 
but the best w'ould do to go with our excel¬ 
lent matter. None but flrst-clas.s lllustra- 
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tions would do for The Corporal, and 
these cost a great deal of money. 

And 60 our magazine is enlarged, and Is to 
be enlarged still more by adding more pages. 
It is to be finely illustrated, and all will be 
furnished at the low price of doUnr and a 
haJif^ a year. ^ ^ 

TRY!—TRY NOW!!—PERSEVERE!!! 

Try ! You will do good to others by Induc¬ 
ing them to take and read and love The 
Little Corporal, for by its aid they can 
scarcely fail to lead truer and nobler lives 
than they would without it. 

The effort to raise a club for The Little 
Corporal wUl do you good. If you try with 
any reasonable energ}', you will be almost 
sure to succeed. It will require a little work 
and a little persevercncc, but these are what 
you need to make a man or woman of you. 
He or she who never tries, and never over¬ 
comes such little things, will never amount 
to much. 

Try ! You will receive a fine Premium 
for your club, whicif you can keep for your 
own or use as a holiday gift to some dear 
friend next Christmas or New Years day. 
The holiday season is not far off, and you 
should prepare for it now. 

Try Now ! fegln early. The three num¬ 
bers free will help you greatly. Fifteen 
months for one year will win many, because 
they secure so much for their money. 

Persevere! Having once begun, never 
give up. The metal that makes noble men 
and women has a good share of pcrseverence 
in it. He or she who is easily discouraged 
over small things, need never expect to ac¬ 
complish great things. Learning the lesson 
of persevercncc now may be your stepping 
stone to greatness by and by. Don’t take no 
for an answer. Be polite and kind always^ 
and be just as courteous and polite when 
f)eople refuse as when they assent. But 
neter give up trying to secure a person 
as a subscriber when you think he or she 
'ought to take The Corporal. More de¬ 
pends on this than upon any skill or elo¬ 
quence in persuading. When people decline, 
always say you will see them again, and then 
always do it. 

Be sure that you never give up when you once 
begin this or any other good work. This Is 
the motto that makes people great, while 
giving up., in this sense, is what makes them 
sqiall and of little account in the world. 

If the people all knew how much you 
bless them by giving them The Corporal, 
you w'ould not need all this advice, but all 


do not know how good it is, and you must 
tell them. Don’t let them think that they 
are doing you a favor, but let them under¬ 
stand that you are favoring them. 


THANK YOU, DEAR CHILDREN. 


/e have been made happy and glad many 
times during the past summer by calls from 
our little friends from a distance, who, when 
passing through Chicago, have been pleased 
to remember the office and Editor of The 
Littl^ Corporal. Many happy eyes and 
pleasant faces have lighted up our sanctum, 
and many loving words have cheered us in 
our long and sometimes wearisome summer’s 
work. Thank you, dear children. Your 
little calls are refreshing to us. They make 
us as glad as they do you. Come again, with 
more of your sunshine. Your Editor is al¬ 
ways glad to see you. 


THE $500.00 PRIZE STORY. 

We respectfully ask those who are com¬ 
peting for the $500 prize offered in ouV 
August number, for a story to be commenc¬ 
ed in our January number, to send their 
manuscripts as early as convenient. We 
stipulated that they should reach us by Oc¬ 
tober 15th. Some will no doubt come earlier 
than that date ; and we will here state that 
if a few days longer time will be valuable to 
any, we will keep the drawer open a week 
later than the date mentioned. 


“Max Maple’’ sends a story, without 
true name and address of author. Accord¬ 
ing to our rule, it went to the waste basket 
without a reading. We are obliged to have 
this rule, as we have heretofore explained. 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY. 

(Sks Pag* LJS this Numbxb.) 

Thk Little Gray SQUiBREL.-Jhe little gray aqulr- 
rel ran up Into a tree and plucked an apple, and thOT 
ran down. Then he sal on a stump and ate the ajmle 
out of his fore paws. By Md by he mw a boy wfth a 
gun, and be ran Into his hole. When the boy h^ gone 
off, out of reach, he peeped out of his door. One day, 
ns he was sitting out on the stump, there canie atong 
a small boy with a big gun. The boy was out hunting 
squirrels. He crouched along under the bashc*8 until 
he came, pretty near the stump. Then, as ^n as he 
spied the ntUe gray squirrel, he raised his big gun and 
said “ Bang!” Then, In a minute, m quick as he hsul 
said “Bang.” the little gray squlirel fell down flat on 
the ground, as If he were dead. So the boy pm to pick 
him up. When yon want to shoot blnls and squirrels. 
just fhr fim, yon must always shoot them with a wood¬ 
en gun. Bufiets are wicked and cruel, Just^fpr^sporl. 

ANSWERS TO ENIGMA, ETC., OCT. So. 

No. Heth: tent; Leah; lead; 

vial ; goat : dove; Hate the evil and love the good. 
No. U.—Biblical Herod; aloes; Elath, co- 

nev agate; Endor; Hagar; raven; The heav- 

Sns declare the glory ofWl. 

Char(ulf. — Inundation Horrf-'i, Thunder. Rainbow. 
OroM Word», Fear, ha! ha! Url, noun, drab. Erat^ 
row. No. X^.—UUklen OountieJt qf I //hiot*.—1, Wabash ; 
2, Crawford; 8. Edgar; 4, Ford; \ Lasallc: 6, Kane ; 
7, Macon; 8 Dewitt. 
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•cross the street to a little building where a 
young man at this very moment is being tried 
for his life. 1 called him a young man, but he is 
scarcely more than a boy, with a smooth, pleas¬ 
ant face, yet they call him a murderer. 

It is a short, sad story to tell; the story of a 
boy brought up in wealth and comfort, breaking 
away from restraint, going into bad company, 
led by evil companions into vice and degradation, 
and finally, in the madness of a drunken brawl, 
striking the blow that has put the mark of Cain 
upon his forehead. His life is Just beginning, 
and yet the best he has to look forward to is a 
felon's death, or a felon's cell for all the years 
that arc left to him. Is not that pitiful? Is it 
not enough to make one's heart ache ? Is it not 
enough to make every boy promise before Ood 
never, never, ncver to touch the drunkard's 
drink in any shape, and to keep away from the 
saloons as he would shun the doors of des¬ 
truction? 





Away at the head of Lake Superior lies the city 
of Duluth; one year ago a dense forest of pine 
and tamarac, to-day a city of four thousand in¬ 
habitants. Leaving St. Riul at eight o'clock 
yesterday morning, after a tedious ride through 
endless forests of pine, only broken by the nar¬ 
row swath of the railroad, where the army of 
choppers had left the dense growth of trees piled 
up on either hand, like grass from a mower's 
scythe, w'c struck, about five in the afternoon, 
the beautiful St. Louis River, crossing it at the 
Dalles, and following its windings to Duluth. 

It was well worth a day of dreary monotony to 
get glimpses of the lovely river, plunging over 
its falls, rushing madly over its rapids, or spread¬ 
ing ont into smooth pools, whose clear water 
mirrored so perfectly the l^autiful shores, one 
could hardly tell substance from shadow. Green 
meadows dotted with graceful elms, banks of 
red earth festooned with masses of delicate creep¬ 
ers, and gay with wild flowers; deep ravines 
over which we crept on the wonderful bridges, 
looking down with a shudder to the tiny streams 
more than one hundred feet below ns, all passed 
in rapid and delightful succession, until the Bay 
of Dalnth opened before ns, and beyond it the 
green waters of Lake Superior met the blue 
horizon in a smooth, unbroken line. 

How wonderful it all seems. Close to the end 
of oar hotel the western bills rise op, crowned 
to the very summit with dense forests, where the 
choppers are at work, and as Cast as a spot is 
cleared, buildings spring up like magic among 
the blackened stumps. Already the traveler 
finds excellent accomodations, and my budget of 
letters from the little folks are scattered over a 
marble-topped table, in an elegantly furnished 
room, while in the dining room they serve os 
with all the luxuries of the season. The city 
seems more abundantly supplied with liquors, 
however, than with any other commodity, almost 
every other house bearing the sign, “ Wines and 
Liquors,” “ Ale and Beer,” or “iSatoon.” Ah! 
these saloons. I wish I could take my dear Cor¬ 
poral boys by the hand and lead them right 


Octnandaigua, N. T. ” We think your Pocket 
is so nice, we want to tell you about our play 
house. It is divided into four rooms, and the 
walls are covered with pictures ; there are forty- 
one in all. We have three sets of dishes. Our 
dolls are named Minnie and John James Jeru¬ 
salem. They have been sick a good while, and 
were a great deal of trouble, but they are getting 
better. They are going to be married soon, and 
we will send you their cards. Mary is going to 
make them for us, and she will make their 
clothes.” 

The cards are not yet received, and Prudy fears 
something may have occurred to prevent the 
wedding. g 


“ Dear Prudy: 1 want to write to you of ray 
dear little birds. They are the sweet-singing 
mocking birds. Sometimes, of a moonlight 
night, they wake me with their songs, and they 
always wake me when it is time to get up. Last 
week a mother bird had four little ones on the 
ground, teaching them to fly. If they got lazy, 
and stopped tr^ng, she would tap them on the 
head with her hill. They would make a little 
cry and raise their wings for another short flight. 
Before sundown they could fly up into the tree 
where the nest was. Mother says the old bird 
taught them that nseftil lesson, ‘Try, try 
•gain.' ” JoaxE, of Louisiana. 


BuehvUle, Ind. ” I think Hattie had better 
tell us whether that baby is a boy ora girl, if she 
wants a name for it.” 

.To be sure, it would be well to know; though 
Prudy has known a girl named Thomas, and a 
gentleman named Marla. 


Jff. Auburn, lit. ” I have two nice dolls, and 
I call one Hattie and the other Prndy. I think 
Tommy Bancroft had a nice time on his Fourth 
of July. Wc have an organ, and I can play a good 
many pieces, though I am only eight years old.” 

Fayette, Miee, “ I have a large, yellow ent 
that Is nine years old. I can put a pair of t 
tacles ou his nose, make him stand up on hi- 
hind feet, and put his fore paws on a stick ; tli« ii 
when I hold a paper before him he will m*o>v 
lust as if he was reading. I taught him to do it 
by holdini^ a paper before him, and then strikiiit^ 
him on his back. He would growl at me. and 
after a while he learned to do it Whenever 1 held 
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up the paper. If you hear of anyone who can 
teach ccAology^ please send him to me.” 


ClaremontN. H. “My brother tokes 
Corporal, but I read it, and think it the beet 
magazine in the world. If I ever go to Evanston 
I mean to call and see you.” 


“ I have written you three letters, but none of 
them have been published, and I h(^ this time 
you will have room in your Pocket for me. Tell 
Hattie that Maud and Bertha are pretty namea, 
and I have a little nephew named Qeorgle. Don t 
you think that la a preUy name, Prudy 

Yea, Indeed, Nannie; the baby that Prudy loves 
best of all the babies in the world bears that very 
name. 

Several letters contain alphabet aentencea, 
which Private Queer will probably attend to, but 
Prudy will just suggest to the children that the 
best sentence will be the shortest, and the one 
which contains the fewest repetitions. For in¬ 
stance, in one from Washington^ OAio, which 
happens to be now before me, the letter e is re¬ 
peated eleven times, and 1 live times. 


because he loved it so dearly, and waited with 
anxiety for each number to come. 

“ ‘ There is a reaper, whose name is Death. 

And with his sickle keen 
He cute the bearded grain at a breath. 

And the flowers that grow between.’ ” 


Clydey 0. “Is Tommy Bancroft in Minnesota 
with you? I have concluded, Prudy, that you 
are Mrs. Sewell. We have very warm weather 
here now.” 

The last Prudy heard of Tommy Bancroft, he 
was having a birthday party a^ Evanston. 

Decatury JU. “I have been to school most 
always, but this summer I stay at home to help 
about the housework. Ma says that to be usefbl 
is a very important part of education. Part of 
the time I take care of my little brother.” 

Prudy thinks Frankie has a sensible mother. 

Van Bureny Iowa. “ I have two twin baby 
sisters, named Lnella and Rodilla. The babies 
and me had the mumps last week. I can tell 

S ou 11 was pretty hard times. Did you ever have 
le mumps, Prudy?” 

So the family historian informs me. 


Moore's HMXy Ind. “ We have a pretty pet 
pigeon named Bobby. He will eat from our 
hdhds, and scold the chickens, and play hide-and- 
seek with me. At nighthe roosts with the chick¬ 
ens. We have a canary bird named Zantippe, 
that mocks the wild birds that fly about our gar¬ 
den, and tries her best to sing like a male bird.” 

EvansvillSy Wis. “We thought we would try 
to do without The Corporal this year, but we 
can’t do it. From grandma down we all want it.” 

Jessup. “ I tried to get up a club for The Cor¬ 
poral, but they all said they were too poor, but 
when the circus came here last week, a good 
many went that had better sent their money for 
a paper. Don’t you think so, Prudy?” 

Prudy feels quite sure that The Little Corpo¬ 
ral is a better teacher than the ignorant, degrad¬ 
ed performers at a circus, 

El PasOy Wls. “ We live in the woods, but we 
have a good school and Sunday school. There 
are lots of birds, berries, and flowers here. How 
I wish, Prudy. that you could visit us, and go 
with us to plcK berries. I think you would en- 
(oy it quite as well as Ashing and sailing at Lake 
Minnetonka.” 

Prudy has found so many beautiful things, and 
so much to enjoy, here in tlie northwest, she al¬ 
most wishes she conld be in twenty places at 
once. 


Careyy 0. “ I read Prudy’s Pocketflrst, because 
1 like it best. Prudy, do you ever get sick I 
wonder if you will put this in your Pocket. I 
wish you would. I nave taken one term of music 
lessons.” 


Riley Co.y Kan. “ I take The Corporal, and 
read it to my two little brothers. We all like it 
ix ttt'r every number. I also take it for some 
little friends in Michigan.” 


Guyandottey W. Va. ” My little brother, Ned¬ 
die 8 Smith, who has been a subscriber to The 
Corporal ever since the first number, has gone 
home to heaven. He died on the aoth of January, 
ItfTO. 1 want you to continue his paper to me. 


Blooming PrairiSy III. “ I wish The Corporal 
would tell us something more about Rosa Pearl. 

I think the message which Amy sent to the 
Prince was this: ^ Keep the door of my lips. 
My brother wants me to ask you what ‘ King 
toss ’ is? and how it is played?’^ 

Who knows? 

PrankUny Pa. “ I think that little rfrl who is 
so smart and has only seen two birthdays, was 
bom on the 29th day of February, and is at least 
eight years old.” 

Detroity Mich. “ Yesterday I went to Windiw 
and tried to fish, but the flsn would not come. 
When I got home I found The Little Corporal 
lying on the piano, and I was so glad I fairly 
hopped arouna for joy.” 

FrankUn. Iowa. “ I like nw Corporal so 
much that 1 go a mile and a half to the office for 
it. Sometimes ma lets me go on horseback, and 
that is real nice. I like Nimble Dick. Tommy’s 
Week, Prudy's Pocket, and all the resL" 

Kidder. Mo. “I am a little girl eleven yean 
old, and 1 am trying to cast my burdens on the 
Lord. We all love The Little Corporal, for it 
brings sunshine to our hearts, and helps us on 
in the path to the Golden City.” 

We think the Lord loves best of all to help the 
children with their burdens ; just as real burdens 
they are, too, as those we older ones carry. 

PraiHe DeU. “ I have ten of the prettier 
snow-white kittens you ever saw. If you will 
come and see me, Prudy, you shall have the 

E rettiest one to keep. I am five years old, and I 
unt prairie chickens with my bow and arrows. 

Prudy would like that kitten, and thinks 
might well be spared from a family of ten. 

Three little cousins from Mammondsporty S. 
Y.y send us pleasant letters, which we have not 
room to print. One of them says she earned her 
money for the paper by sorting grapes for her 
grandma. 
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ALPHABET SENTENCES. 


Private Queer thus closes the contest for 
alphabet sentences. The time for receiving 
them closed September 1st. We received a 
great many. We published a long list last 
month, and give a good many In this number. 
Some good ones came, and a great many 
poor ones. Some of those published are 
only passable, but we have endeavored to be 
as liberal to our fHcnds as possible. A good 
many came after September Ist, and of 
course went to the basket. Some who have 
failed may feel badly, and think their pro¬ 
ductions were as good as some others which 
have appeared, but we have endeavored to be 
as impartial as possible, and hope that all 
will be satisfied and happy. 

The last sentence in this list by Blanchie 
T. King contains only twenty-seven letters; 
only one letter being repeated. This must 
be pronounced the Champion Sentence—and 
as an extra prize we have sent the author one 
of our ten dollar Chromos of “Red Riding- 
hood and the Wolf.” 

We now offer a full file of The LfTTLEC or¬ 
poral from the beginning, July, 1865, to the 
end of 1871, for on alphabet sentence shorter 
than Blanchie’s. 

Private Queer, why did Artaxerxes, King of 
Persia, sena Ezra, the scribe, to Jerusalem. 

H. B. Cob. 


Willie. James, and Zenae Fox liked above ail 
things to play croquet. M. A. Peterson. 

James loves to acquire knowledge, for by it 
he expects to win a prize. Emma Wilson. 

lovejoy's express man charged Ezra with a 
quart of huckleberries. Maggie Hall. 

.Fitz quickly brought vexed Jim's pawn. 

J. H. 

Mix eight raw juleps quick, very boozy fiend. 

J. B. W. 


'Tie proved, quoth Jake, soberly moralizing, 
few excel. 11. A. L. 

JoM'ph Brown quickly analyzed four long ex¬ 
amples w hich his teacher gave. K. F. 

The zeal of John was quickened by following 
virtuous examples. A. E. Olmstead. 

Sixty-five black cats, prowling on the piazza. 
Joined ill squalling melody. Lucy C. Caret. 

Be zealous for good and your example wrill 
very quickly induce others to Join you. 

F. Louise Smith. 

A Jew, driving by me, left this exquisite cup 
for Zeke. C. F. Bassett. 

Ah! Giis, my black jewel, pray forbear to ve.\ 
and quiz. 8 am Marshall. 

I love The Little Corporal, in hie uniform 
bright. 

Holding high his banner fo- the good, the true, 
and right, 

Z^lously excelling, quiet, knows his cause is 
strong, 

Join his ranks, fling up your hats, and cheer 
him loud and long. Mart E. Bixbt. 

Jump quick Fritz, w^by bad Ixinis long. 

H. A. ja 

Elizabeth Jewel says Pnidy’s Pocket and Pri¬ 
vate Queer’s knapsack are extremely funny 
things. Fannie Stillman. 

Elizabeth was Jumping quickly over the waxed 
floor. C. M. 

Jimmy bad five queer pine boxes, with glazed 
backs. H K j.f.T. 

Coi^ioml, Prudy, and Private Queer, 

An excellent tno hayje we here, 

Laboring with zeal Co make our youth 
Champions of virtue, justice, truth. 

Willie C. Watt. 

Jabez and Quixote keep very choice wild game 
for sale. Q. H. Johnston. 

Keeping before and towering above all the ju¬ 
venile magazines, your Corporal stauds un- 
equalcd and unexcelled. Eddie 8. King. 

Seek with justice and zeal, by every plan 
To extend the equal rights of man. C. W. 8. 

Two halves, being parts of exactly equal size, 
joined make one. C. W. 8. 

Tears flocked into Queen Victoria’s eyes, 

When she heard Jo^ Billings extemporize. 

WiLUE Parish. 

John quickly extricated his vicious zebra from 
the great swamp. Bennie Wilson. 

Eliza Jane Dexter ran away from Private 
Queer’s school to pick gooseberries. R. 8. M. 

Have yon seen Jack, our quiet farm dog, who 
is striped exactly like a zebra. Georgia. 

Just a word. Private Queer, nothing before 
like your excellent magazine. 

Henrietta Reed. 

“ Private Queer : I send yon an alphabet sen¬ 
tence that was awarded a prize by the Youths' 
Cabins., In ’55. ‘ O, how keen and exquisite will 
be the joy of receiving my prize.’ It contain*- 
the nine parts of speech. Ine sentence In fie 
July number, about the black man, was a priz*- 
sentence of the ("abinet. I have five years of 
the Cabinet taken by a fHend, when she was a 
little girl. 1 love to read them, but I love 'Phe 
Corporal better. Josie, of Louisiana. 

Queen Zenobia was a just sovereign, much liked 
except by foes. H. J. 8. 


A big, quiet, lazy ox jumped over the work- 

• J 


man's fence. 


Annie Reed. 


Jnmp Elizabefh. and get Fred some wax very 
quick. Mary J. Slatden. 
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Sing, robin, in the quiet, dusky forest; 

Run, clear river, on your gladsome way. 
Laugh, zephyr, through the llax fields on the 
hillside; 

Be ye joyful all the summer day, Exma K. 

J. Q. Thelburg and Z. P. Vick saw my fox. 

Blancuie T. Kino. 

THE LITTLE CORPORAL S VOWEL 
GAME. 

In our September number we gave a vowel 
game and offered fifty dollars in prizes to be com¬ 
peted for. Turn to that number and read a des¬ 
cription of the game and see if you cannot gain 
one or more of the ten dollar prizes. 

We close this number so early after mailing 
the last one that we have had time to receive but 
a few competing Sentences. 

One letter asks: “Must the matter sent in 
competition be all one sentence, or may we send 
several sentences, if all continue the same sub¬ 
ject in an intelligent and connected manner?” 

To the second clause of the question we 
answer yes, but nothing rambling or incoherent 
must be sent. Send an article made up of as 
many sentences as yon choose, but be sure that 
it Is all on the same subect, and all plain, intelli¬ 
gent English. 

Some have sent long lists of words like “ a 
rat, a cat and a bag; a sack, a rag and a gnat,” 
etc. Such lists of words are only nonsense, and 
cannot count in the competition. We cannot 
allow more than three such words in any one 
list. We give below the best vowel sentences re¬ 
ceived. No others have reached us that were 
worthy of being printed, 

VOWEL A. ^ ^ 

AH that man can ask. Mat. Adams has at hand, and 


as Jack Knapp, a hack-man, that can card flax, and 
has a hat as black as tar, wants a smart, fast nag. 
Frank, a wag, and a sad rascal, alas, hands Jack a 
black cat, and asks what nag can walk as fast and as 
far as that, and can watch half as hard at a rag-max^s 
barn ; and at that Jack walks past, mad, and cracks 
a lash at a fat man that asks alms, and marks Martha 
MacNamara’s wall, that stands as stark and black as 
a wall can stand. Emma K., of Illinois. 

106 words—112 a’s and no other vowel. 

VOWEL E. 

The serene September breeze swept peerless Helen 
Chester’s velvet cheek, ere she entered the tenement 
where she expected sweet Esther Everet *, when exiK’rt 
Ebenezer Denver presented her seventeen red peppei-^. 
three steel pens, between three letter sheets, when- 
she sees the senseless sentence “when these ye see. 
remember, rejected me, ever esteemed Helen.” 

63 words, 110 e’e, and no other vowel. 

I like the vowel game ever so much. Wouldn’t a 
continued story (each vowel a chapter), be nice? 

Jennie Day, of Wisconsin. 
Private Queer says, “ Try it; such a story, 
well written, would be good.” 

Let us have some ingenious work at this game. 
Don’t defer your efforts until toward the last, or 
we may not have room to print your sentences. 
Remember we can give but a few each time, and 
many may wait till the last and then be crowded 

out. , 

Please do not send, sentences on any vowel un¬ 
less you can send one longer than any one which 
has been printed on the same letter. 

No. 18.-GREAT MEN IN OBSCURITY. 

1. The violet crab is marked with beautiful colors. 

2. The goat has a beard upon the chin. 

8. Canada respects Victoria and obeys her man¬ 
dates. 

4. Prussia has had only one dynasty. 

6. My father gave me a delightful ride. 

6. The poor must have help, or terrible disaster 
may follow. Edward S. Bitrgeee. 



No. 19.—A PICTURE STORY.— Thb Little Gray Sqirrel. 
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THE SPHYNX. 


BT MBS. SABAH E. HENSHAW. 



KISS!” ex- 
cl aimed 
Louise, one 
a t u rd a y 
ftern oon, 
“what a 
o o k i n g 
room! If 
person 
call, 
M almost 
lose my very 
senses 
Kissie was 
one end 
of the sit¬ 
ting room, 
surrounded by her dolls, and Louise at the 
other, with a quantity of stockings which 
she waa looking over and mending. For in 
Mrs. Boylston's family, the mending was 
done in tarn by Ella and Louise. 

Kissie had helped her dolls to Inspect their 
own clothes, and to decide what they should 
wear to church the next day, and was about 
making ap her mind to ask Louise for a story. 
Just then there was a quick ring at the door 


beU. 


“ThereI’* ezeiaimed Louise, in dismay, 
“ some one has come t** and she swept her 
work into the stocking basket, and hastily 
arranged a chair or two, saying, as she did 
so, “ Kiss, do take away your dolls.** 

But Kissie saw no reason why her dolls 
should not enjoy the call, and so she sat, un¬ 
moved, on the floor, in the midst of her 
family. 

“ Biddy,** said Louise, as the servant came 
through the room to answer the bell, “ if it 
Is any one for mother, she is out. I do hope 
it is for mother,** she added, in a lower tone. 


“ there is no Are in the parlor, and how can 
I let any stranger come in here ?** 

Biddy was already at the door, and some 
one evidently inquired for Mrs. Boylston, 
for, to Loul8*8 great relief, Bridget was heard 
replying, “ 8he*s gone out, sir.** But there 
was a little fhrther parleying^ a little hesita¬ 
tion, then a step into the hall, and Biddy 
ushered in, upon the discomflted Louise, a 
young man with a book under his arm. 

“ A canvasser for some new publication,** 
thought Louise. “ Mother is out, and I have 
no money; I will tell him so, and get rid of 
him directly.** 

But the young man sat down without in¬ 
vitation, and, as if he had no intention of 
leaving, opened his book, and drew out a 
pencil. He was evidently a foreigner, and 
he had an insufferable air of fluniliarity. 

“ *Ow many persons are you in this fam¬ 
ily?*’ he said, preparing to write. “I am 
taking the census,** he added, seeing the 
look of annoyance and hesitation in Louise’s 
face, and the wonder with which Kissie’s 
was overspread. 

Thus appealed to, Louise replied, “ Eight.** 
The young man wrote it down in his 
book. 

“ *Ow many mides ? *Ow many females ?** 
he asked, rapidly, and wrote as Louise re¬ 
plied. “ Any hover seventy ?** he asked, 
throwing in a liberal supply of h’s. 

“ Yes, one.** 

Rewrote again. “Any between seventy, 
and sixty?** 

Louise shook her head. 

“ Between sixty and fifty ?** 

“ I believe not, sir,** said Louise. 

“Between fifty and forty?** 

“Yes, one.** 

“Male or female?** 


Entered, ac^rding to Act of Congreet, In the year IFTO, by SeweU <fc MiUer, in the Office cf the 
Lhbrarian qf Congrese, at Waekington. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



130 


The Little Corporal Magazine: 


[November, 


“A lady,’’ said Louise, shortly, thinking 
of the mother to whom she referred. 

“Between forty and thirty?’’ continued 
the young man, inquiringly. 

“No sir.’’ • 

“ Between thirty and twenty ?” 

“Two, I suppose,” said Louise, thinking 
of Bridget and Caesar. 

“ Between twenty and ten?” 

The questions came so rapidly that Louise 
stopped to take breath. “ 0 yes,” interposed 
Kissie, eagerly, “there is Ella, and you, 
and”— 

Louise scowled at Kissie, to enforce silence, 
and answered, stiffly, “Yes sir, three.” 

“Any under ten?” 

“ One,” replied Louise. 

“ And all my dollies,” added Kiss, with a 
wave of her hand toward them. 

“Any colored persons?” asked the young 
man. 

“ One,” replied Louise. 

“ Any foreigners ?” 

“ One,” she Again answered. 

“ Any deaf, or dumb, or blind, or insane ?” 
he asked, making a pause after each ad> 
jective. 

“ No sir,” said Louise, getting more and 
more dignified. 

“Any follow any trade?” 

“ No sir.” 

“ All able to read and write?” 

“ All but one, 1 think,” said Louise, re¬ 
membering the letters she had written to 
“ Auld Ireland,” for Bridget. 

“Any one died in this family the last 
year?” said the young man, cheerfully, 

“ No sir.” 

“Yes,” interposed Kissie, “my kitten.” 

Again Louise fbowned. The young man 
took no heed, but went on. 

“ ’Ave you any lands or ’ouses belonging 
to this family ?” 

“ I believe so,” said Louise. 

“ What ?” asked the young man. 

“Really, I do not know, exactly,” replied 
Louise, with rising indignation. 

“ Any money in bank or at interest?” 

“ I believe so, but cannot tell you what,” 
replied Louise. 

“ Any hincome from any other sources?” 
I>er8Lsted the young man. 

“ Indeed sir,” said Louise, rising, “if you 
want to know all these particulars, you will 
have to call when my mother is at home.” 
And she hastened out of the room, very red 
in the face, leaving the young man sitting 
there, with his book open before him. 

The census taker lingered a few minutes, 
to ask Kissie when her mamma would be at 


home, and left, saying that he would call 
another day. 

At Cousin Will’s next call, Kissie said, sud¬ 
denly, “ A man took Louise’s senses, yes¬ 
terday.” 

“ A man took Louise’s senses!” exclaimed 
Cousin Will, his imagination vibrating be¬ 
tween the idea of chloroform and the garote. 

Then Louise told the story of the young 
man who dropped bis h’s, raising many a 
smile as she did so. “ And 1 should like to 
know,” she said, “ what is the use of such 
abominable impertinence, and what right 
anyone can have to come into people’s houses 
and ask such questions?” 

Cousin Will shrugged his shoulders. 

“I suppose,” said Ella, “the man had a 
right because he was appointed to take the 
census; but why he should ask so many 
questions on all sorts of family matters, I do 
not see any more than Louise does.” 

“What is it to take the senses?” asked 
Kissie. 

“ Not senses, census,” remonstrated Fred. 

“ Well, what Is it ?” persisted Kissie, ap¬ 
pealing to her mother, who replied, 

“ It is counting the number of inhabitants 
Of any state or country, my daughter.” 

“ It is an abomination,” added Louise. 

“We have high authority for it,” inter¬ 
rupted dear grandmother, in her genUe way. 
“ Moses numbered the children of Israel, 
you remember, when they came out of 
Egypt.” 

“ Ah!” said mother, a little slyly, “ so did 
David, and was punished for it.” 

“I wish those who do it now could be 
punished for it,” added Louise. 

“ Really, you seem to disapprove the cen¬ 
sus very much,” said Cousin Will. “ What 
is your objection to it ?” 

“ Its impertinence,” said Louise. “ If I had 
it to do over again I would not answer those 
absurd questions.” 

“Then you would subject yourself to a 
fine of thirty dollars for each refusal,” re¬ 
turned Cousin Will. 

“ But I would not pay the fine.” 

“ Then you would subject yourself to im¬ 
prisonment. You see,” said Cousin Will, 
“ that a man who takes the senses, as Kissie 
says, is a sort of modem sphynx. Did you 
ever hear of the sphynx, Kissie ? It was a 
great creature with the face of a woman, 
and the body of a lion, and the wings of an 
eagle. It came to the city of Thebes, on 
purpose to ask questions, and every time 
that it was not answered aright, it ate some¬ 
body up.” 

Kissie looked as though she was about to 
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ask some questions herself, but Louise inter¬ 
posed. 

That sphynx was not much more disa¬ 
greeable than the one who asked me so 
many questions,” she said; ” and do tell me 
the use of it all,” she added, incredulously. 

“The sense of the census,” chimed in 
Fred. “ That is the question, and if you do 
not answer it, Cousin Will, you will be in 
danger,'for Kissie wants to eat you up 
already,” he added, noticing the little girl 
hanging about him. 

“In the first place,” said Cousin Will, 
smiling, as he drew Kissie to his side, “ your 
very laws and llberttioa depend upon the 
census.” 

Louise looked surprised. ‘ 

“ For it is by means of the census,” he 
continued, “ that w'hat is called the congres¬ 
sional apportionment is made. Two pretty 
long words, Kissie, are they not? But I 
think I can make you understand them.” 

Thus appealed to, Kissie nestled a little 
closer to Cousin Will, and gave him her un¬ 
divided attention. 

“ Ours is, as you know, Kissie, a represent¬ 
ative government. That means that Instead 
of going to Washington ourselves to make 
the laws, we send men there who represent 
us, or stand in our place, arid make the laws 
for us. These arc called our ‘representa¬ 
tives.* Do you understand, Kissie ?” 

The child nodded. 

“ Now, if, say for every one hundred thou¬ 
sand grown-up people we send one repre¬ 
sentative, do you not see that in a few years 
there might have grown up in a State a hun¬ 
dred thousand children who would have no 
representative at all, unless something was 
done about it ?’* 

Agaiu Kissie nodded, and Fred began to 
look extremely interested. He expected to 
be of age, some of these days, himself. 

“ So,” continued Cousin Will, “ every ten 
years we count our people, or, as it is called, 
we ‘ take the census.’ Then we say that we 
will allow one representative to every so 
many thousand people, during the next ten 
years, or until the next census. During the 
last ten years it has been one to about one 
hundred and twenty thousand.” 

“ And that Is what the papers mean when 
they talk about ‘ fixing the JjasiS of repre¬ 
sentation,* ” said Fred. “ I never really 
understood it before.” 

“Yes,” said Cousin Will, “and when you 
remember that^rae of the States are found 
to have stood still, or even to have lost in 
numbers, and some others to have grown 
from a small population to an immense one. 


you can see how important the census be¬ 
comes. Once, Massachusetts and Virginia 
had the largest number of people, therefore 
the most representatives, therefore the most 
for or against any law. Then Illinois was a 
small territory, now she numbers more pop¬ 
ulation than either;*then she had scarcely 
any voice at all in making the laws, now her 
voice is weighty, and the votes of her repre¬ 
sentatives count heavily.” 

“But,” said Ella, “really, I don’t see. 
Cousin Will, what law making, or ‘ the basis 
of representation,* has to do with ohr bank 
stock and our ages. The ‘ sphyitx ’ asked 
how old we all are, and how much money 
we-have.” 

• Cousin Will's look called a blush into Ella’s 
face, as he said, “You surely don’t mind 
telling your age, Ella.” 

“ No,” said Louise, quickly, “ but she 
minds being asked it. It is impertinence; It 
is impudence. And then the abominable, 
free-and-easy way the creature put on—the 
way he looked at me! the tone of his voice— 
any one died here this year ?” she said, mim¬ 
icking. 

“ It must be confessed,” returned Cousin 
Will, laughing, “ that the Cftesterjlddsoi our 
country are not, for the most part, engaged 
in the census business. And if those who 
are engaged in it seem to put trying and del¬ 
icate questions with a certain relish, it must 
not beset down as the fault of the govern¬ 
ment. When Fred and I are assistant mar¬ 
shals, you will hear us say, after a bow of 
the most approved kind, ‘ Madamoiselle, will 
you be so kind as. tq hint at the number of 
summers which have blossomed around your 
sunny bead, and at the number of greenbacks 
per .annum which you condescend to make 
suffice for your daintiness ?* Then we shall 
blush and hold our hats before our faces 
while you make reply.” 

All laughed at this picture of high-bred 
census taking. 

“Grandmother,” said Ella, “ according to 
Kissie, you must have had your ‘senses* 
taken many times.” 

“ The first census was taken In 1790,” re¬ 
plied grandmother, “ five years before I was 
bom. I do not remember the next one—I 
was only five years old in 1800—but I remem¬ 
ber them all from the year 1810.” 

“ Did they ask all sorts of questions then ?” 
inquired Louise. 

“No,” said grandmother, “ each time the 
census has been taken, the questions have 
become more minute. They never used to 
ask about people’s property.” 

“ I suppose It is a great expense to take 
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the census/’ said Mrs. Boylston. “ I noticed 
the other day» in some of the papers, that 
the one now in progress is expected to cost 
a million and a half of dollars.” 

“Yes,” said Cousin Will, “and therefore 
government seeks to make the most of it. 
It is a splendid opportunity for learning many 
things important to be known. Property Is 
inquired into in order to arrive at an esti¬ 
mate of the resources of the country ; and 
since the last war we realize the importance 
of this point. Business is investigated be¬ 
cause of its bearing on commerce, and 
through that on our revenue.” 

“ Bui I do not see the use of asking about 
one’s parentage, and the color of one’s eyes, 
and how old one is,” protested Louise. 

“ There to Use ih It,” Cousin Will returned. 
“Parentage is inquired into for the pur¬ 
pose of learning what proportion foreigners 
bear to native Americans, and to each other. 
And whether there are more black eyes or 
blue ones, with the different temperaments 
belonging to each, and also how many of 
those who are born live to reach different 
ages, are questions interesting and impor¬ 
tant not only to a particular country, but to 
science and the world at large.” 

“Really,” said Louise, “ If I had known 
all this I would have been more polite to my 
visitor, yesterday. It was because I did not 
understand the matter that I thought him 
so impertinent. Let him come again ! Let 
him ask as many questions as the sphynx 
herself, or itself—which is it. Cousin Will ?— 
they shall all be answered.” 

“ Cousin Will, me about that,” plead¬ 
ed Klssie. 

“ About what ? the sphynx?” 

“ Yes—did it ask hard questions ?” 

“ Some say it asked several, and some that 
it put forth but one. Fred, Louise, did you 
ever hear the sphynx’s riddle ?” 

No, neither of them had heard it. 

“ Perhaps you would like to try whether 
you are any better at guessing than the 
Thebans were. This was the sphynx’s riddle: 
What animal is that which goes on four feet 
in the morning, on two at noon, and on three 
at night?” 

“ O, I have heard that,” said Louise. “ The 
answer is man; man creeps onaU fours in 
the morning of life, goes upright at its noon, 
and in the evening of life uses a crutch.” 

“Did anyone guess it at Thebes?” asked 
Louise. 

“ Yes; hut there is a sad story connected 
with that.” 

“ 0, do tell it!” cried Klssie, eager, as 
usual, for a story. 


Cousin Will said he had not time, ho must 
go. While Kissie hung around him, he was 
saying, “ Ella, it* I were to put a sphynx’s 
question to you, would you answer it ?” 

“ That would depend on the punishment 
for not answering aright,” replied Ella. 

“Ah I” said Cousin Will, “The punish¬ 
ment, in that case, would fall on me.” 


THE SUNRISE. 

BT A. XACDOKALD. 

Mabelle, daintiest child of all. 

With fair little fa<^, and quaint little ways. 
Clasping my hand inner fingers small. 

Said; “Aunty, ode of these summer days. 
When it is pleasant as pleasant can be. 

And the sky is Just as blue as your eyes, 
Will you go to the quarry hill with me 
Ever so early, to see the sun rise ? 

“ For in all my life,” (she was nine last May.) 

“ I never have seen the sun rise yet!” 

So away from her dreams in the early gray 
Of a morning in Jane I called my pet. 

The clover blooms were dewily bright. 

The breezes slept in the treetops tall. 

The dawn was fiushed with pale pink light, 
And the silence of morning was over all. 

The sweetbriar scattered a perfUmed shower 
From its arching sprays, as we climbed the 
hill; 

The leveret looked from his ferny bower; 

The stream in the valley ran bright and still. 
Thoughts too deep for the childish heart 
Were bom of the morning hush and thrill; 
With luminous eyes and lips apart. ^ 

She stood on the crest of the rocky hill. 

Out of the east the heralds came. 

With pennons of pnrple, amber, and rose; 
Then waving lines and lances of fiame. 

And the gray mist fled from its radiant foes. 
And the sun arose to the laugh of the breeze. 

The song of birds, and the ripple of streams; 
And we heard the welcome of whispering trees. 
Wa>ing their arms in the morning gleams. 

My darling awaked fh)m her rapture trance. 

As she clung to me in a close embrace. 

“ Aunty, the sunrise is God's own glance. 

And the glory of mom is the light of His 
face? 

And oh! I was thinking if only I 
Could be like the sunrise every day. 

And brighten my home as it brightens the sky! 
Do you think I could be like it, aunty, say?” 

From her sea-side home, many miles away. 
Writes Mabelle, “ I'm happy as happy can be. 
For this morning I heard my father say, 

^ The mantle of sunshine hath Csllen on th^.’ 
There is sometimes a day when the world goes 
wrong. 

And sometiroes tears to my eyes will start— 
But, aunty, the gray mist never stays long. 

For I carry the sunrise In my heart!” 
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SUSIE LOGAN’S STORY. 


BY ANNIE BELL. 


This is ray story, and I am Susie Logan. 
Susie Logan isn’t a very pretty name, espe-. 
daily when brother George calls me Susan 
Jane. Susan Jane is my true name, but I 
don’t think it’s fair for George to twit rae« 
of it. 

Father calls me Bridget, and mother calls 
me Pet; but Uncle Charlie calls me “ Little 
Heroine,” and that’s the best name of nil. 

I like it, because what I did makes him call 
me so, and that is w'hat my story is about. 

Papa, mamma, Nell, George, me, and 
Bobett, live in the city. We are all nice 
folks, but Bobett is the nice/t. She was a 
Christmas present, four years ago, and her 
hair is all curly and shiney, and she is jmt as 


cunning. She never stays still in one place 
a minute, and so we call her Bobett. 

Every summer we go in the country to see 
Grandma Rexford. We all like to go. 
Mamma said once that it is her old home, 
and contains many things that are treasures 
in her eyes. Then papa laughed, and said 
” he himself found a treasure there, once.” 
Mamma blushed when he said that; I don’t 
sec why, though. 

Nell likes the farm because there are great 
groves on it, with dark, shady places in 
them. George likes the horses, I like every¬ 
thing, and I suppose Bobett likes the change. 
Anyhow, we have good times. 

Uncle Charlie used to tease me when I 
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made mistakes about the names of things. 
He laughed when I called the old turkey 
with a red hood on, a “ goblet and be¬ 
cause 1 thought the fanning machines were 
to keep us cool. I know a great deal, now, 
though. 

, The cars run through .the farm only a little 
way from the house, and that came near 
making us a great deal of trotible, onee. 
Here is where my story begins. I suspect 
you think I have been a long time getting 
at it, but I never tried to tell one before. 

Last summer, when we were all at grand¬ 
ma’s, I was eight years old, and Bobett was 
only three. We had a great deal of fun, 
Bobett and me. We played keep house, we 
swung, we did about everything, only we 
never went to the railroad track. We wanted 
to go, but mamma never allowed us. She let 
us go to the top of the bank ahd look down 
through the fence, but that was all. We 
always used to run to see the cars go by. 
How Bobett would jump and laugh ! All 
the while, though, we kept wishing we could 
go just once down the bank. We minded 
good, though. We did mind real good for a 
long while, and then something happened 
that has kept us afraid of railroad tracks 
ever since. 

One day, when everyone was out of sight, 
we went to the bank tp see a train go by. 
Mother didn’t care for that, and we only 
meant to look. After it had passed, we sat 
down and looked at the track. That wasn’t 
much fun. Then we rolled little stones 
down; and all at once Bobett stuck her hat 
through the fence and rolled that down the 
bank, too. I tell you I was scared. Bobett 
wasn’t a bit, though. 

“Now,” says she, “you and I will have 
to go down after it.” 

At first, 1 thought we would, and then I 
made up my mind that it would certainly be 
wrong, no matter if Bobett’s hat was there, 
so I said, 

“No, Bobett, I shall go straight and tell 
mother, and she will get it for you.” 

Then Bobett began to cry. 

“ I’ll be mad at you forever’n’ ever, if you 
do, Susie Logan. I threw that hat down 
a-purpose, and ma’ll give roc a talking to. 
Don’t tell, please.” 

She always says “please” so coaxey, that 
I promised right off. 

“ It was very wicked, Bobett,” I told her, 
“ but I’ll send George for it, by and by, aud 
won’t tell.” 

Then I thought, because I was older, that 
I ought to scold her some; so I told her if 
she ever, eve)* did anything so bad again, I 


should surely tell. I said, “ Bobett, it will 
be my duty.” 

And she told me I was “ putting on airs.” 

Well, we left the hat, and ran off into the 
garden. After awhile she went away, and I 
sat down in the grass. I remember how 
queer the clouds looked—all streaky, and 
then like snow banks, and angels, and all 
sorts of things. I forgot it was so long, till 
I heard the cars whistle. They always whis¬ 
tled at a place quite a good way off. I rarn 
for Bobettlo go with me to see them, for I 
was sure her hat would be all spoiled. I 
called her a good many times, but she didn’t 
come. Then I went alone. I got to the 
bank and looked down. O, my dear, you’ll 
be scared-when I tell you! There was 
Bobett, on the track, with her foot fast, and 
she was crying. I thought I was going to 
scream, but I didn’t. I just ran fast and got 
where she was. I said, 

“ Don’t cry, Bobett, and I’ll pull you out.” 

The cars were a good way off, yet, and 
I thought I could. I pulled, and pulled, and 
pulled, but couldn’t get her loose. . 

Then I didn’t know what I should do. All 
the while the train was coming, and no one 
was there but Bobett and me. All at once 
I thought. I said, , 

“ Bobett, hold still till I untie your shoe.” 

Then I began to untie it. It was a high 
shoe, and I was afraid I never could do it. 
I tell you, the cars fiew, and so did my fin¬ 
gers. I never saw a train go so fast or look 
so big. Bobett was crying, and I was hur¬ 
rying, and after a long while I could pull 
out her foot. I pulled so hard that we both 
fell over and rolled into the ditch by the 
side of the track. Then the engine whistled 
hard, and went by. 

Mamma and Uncle Charlie came running 
down the bank, and the train ’most stopped; 
and Bobett and roe screamed while they car¬ 
ried us up to the house. 

Ever since then. Uncle Charlie has called 
me “ Little Heroineand this is the end 
of my story, only Bobett’s hat and shoe 
weren’t hurt a bit. 

Who has not noticed a law of nature, that 
nearly all productions of the earth grow up¬ 
ward ? Some plants and vines spread hori¬ 
zontally, and hug the earth, but they seldom 
receive admiration, and are only thought of 
as coarse and groveling. So it is with man. 
To be useful and respected, he must grow 
upward—in mind, as well as in stature ; or 
else remain coarse and unrefined. It should 
be his constant aim to become a noble being, 
mentally, morally, and physically. 
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MY GRANDPA. 

BT DR. CHARLK8 JBWBTT. 

DSDICATIED TO “THB BANDS OF HOPE.” 
Few boye have Grandpae aa good as mine. 

He 1 b eighty yean‘old, to be sure; 

Yet he hat never meddled with whiekyor wine. 
But drank of the water pure. 

He does not chew, or smoke, or snaff 
Tobacco, but hates the poison stulT, 

So be*8 hale and hearty, and hobbles about. 

And though nther lame. It Is not with the gout. 
Very few, of his age, are half so stout; 

Of coarse he ain't spry as he used to be 
When he was a boy like you and me. 

He used to go out with us boys to the grove. 

To gather the nuts as they fell. 

But now he's too lame, so he sits by the stove. 
And the queerest stories he’ll tell, 

Of how, when a boy, he could climb with ease. 
To the very tops of the tallest trees. 

And shake down the walnuts as oft as he'd please^ 
But now old Grandpa ain't smart at all. 

And scarcely^n climb o'er the garden wall. 

He langhs at the pranks we children play, 

And seems so happy and glad; 

And he tells ns all about the waj 
T^ey played 'em when be was a lad. 

How they built enow forts, and stormed 'em, too; 
How they scuffled and scrambled, and snow-balls 
dew. 

And all the wild frolics the boys went through. 
Why, boys, we laughed till our sides were sore. 
While he told all that and a great deal more. 

He once had a horse, I heard him say. 

That was fkmous for speed and power, 

When hitched to a gig, light wagon, or sleigh. 

He conld trot his ten miles to the hour. 

But now “ Old Gray," with his shambling pace, 
B€ thinks lathe very best horse in the place. 
Though you'd loose if you bet on legs for a 
race. 

But Grandpa would choose, tor a drive, " Old 
Grey," 

Before the best horse you have seen to-day. 

One day, as he sat in the old armchair, 

(From the yard he had Just come in,) 

And dear old Grandma was combing his hair, 

8he chucked him under the chin. 

And, said she, "good man, your locks were 
brown 

And very much thicker, on temples and crown. 
When first you came to this blessed old town. 
You were then Just twenty, aR,d rather wild 
And Grandpa looked up in her face and smilea. 

He gave ns a temperance Ulk, last week. 

About thousands destroyed by drink; 

And as he talked, I saw on his cheek 
A tear, and I could but think. 

That, perhaps, some loved one, bright and fair; 

A broker, or son, had been caught in the snare. 
Yet, to ask him about it, I did not dare. 

But I'll tell you what, boys, I have beard enough ' 
^ w a k e fiM aftaid of the poison stuff. 


Our lips no wine shall ever pass. 

Nor ale to muddle our brains. 

Poor swearing Sam, may swallow his glass. 
And be an old bloat for his pains. 

Onr drink shall be of the crystal spring. 

For poor house board is not the thing. 

Or the gallows rope a desirable swing;' 

The poor bouse, and poison, and gallows rope. 
Will never be need for our " Band of Hope." 


FIGHTING THE ENEMY. 

BY BMILT UUMTINOTON MnXEB. 
CHAPTER V. 

Billy Shaw was in the post office, waiting 
for Crooks to deliver Aunt Marcia's letters 
and papers to his keeping. The summer's 
work was already over ; the apples gather¬ 
ed, the com husked, and everything on the 
farm made snug and comfortable, in prepar¬ 
ation for the long New England winter, yet 
Aunt Marcia kept BUly Shaw, and people 
really began to wonder at it. 

“ Well, William," said Squire Howells, un¬ 
folding his weekly paper, " so you are still 
with Miss Marcia, hey ?" 

“Yes, sir," said Billy, pleased, as he al¬ 
ways was, when any of the villagers ac¬ 
knowledged his new respectability by calling 
him WSliam. 

“Nice place," said the Squire, running his 
eye down the first page ; “ going to stay ail 
winter, I reckon?" 

“Yes, sir," said Billy, “I'm going to 
school with Jonas." 

“ Glad to hear it," said the Squire, heart!- 
ly. “Hullo! here's a nice messl The 
Washburae property to be sold at auction ; 
how's that. Crooks ?" 

“O, it’s the young fellow's doings," said 
Mr. Crooks, “ I could have tofd you a year 
ago what it would come to. What with 
drinking and high living, he has run through 
every cent the old man left him, and more 
too." 

“ It’s a pity," said the Squire, compassion¬ 
ately ; “ such a fine boy as he was. I knew 
he Was pretty wild, but I always believed 
he'd reform." 

“It's the Washbume blood," said Mr. 
Crocks ; “they don't never turn back when 
they get to going. The old man drank, but 
he had head enough to carry it, and looked 
sharp after his business, too. I never had 
much faith in your reformed drankards— 
they all go back to the bottom of the hill 
sooner or later," added Mr. Crooks, grimly, 
as if he took a satisfoction in the fact. 

“ Some hold on," said the Squire, “ there's 
West—he was as far down as anybody." 
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“ He ain't dead yet,” said Mr. Crooks, sig¬ 
nificantly. 

“ By the way, West speaks in the city to¬ 
morrow night,” said the Squire suddenly. 
” I'd go in and hear him if 1 could leave. I 
tell you, he knows how to touch a man*s 
heart. I’d give fifty dollars to bring him 
out here and set him talking to some of our 
folks.” 

The Squire just glanced up from his paper 
at Billy, and cleared his throat with a little 
embarrassment, but Billy looked at him 
with his whole face full of eager interest. 

“Mr. Howells,” said he, following the 
Squire to the wagon, “ is that the great tem¬ 
perance lecturer that you told Charley 
about ?” 

“ Tee,” said Mr. Howells, “ the greatest 
temperance lecturer in the world, I do 
believe.” 

“And do you suppose he wovld come 
here?” asked Billy, with growing excite¬ 
ment. 

“ Come here,” exclaimed the Squire in as¬ 
tonishment. “Why, people fiock to hear 
him by thousands; the largest halls in the 
cities are crowded, and they pay him a hun¬ 
dred dollars a night. Wouldn't it be queer 
if he should come out here to talk to a few 
country folks ?” 

Squire Howells laughed as he gathered up 
his lines, and said, good naturedly, 

“You hurry and grow up, William. I 
shouldn't wonder if you should make a 
famous temperance lecturer yourself.” 

The streets of the city of L. were bright 
with lamps twinkling from whirling car¬ 
riages, shining from long rows of lamp 
posts, and blazing from show windows ; and 
in the cheerful gleam crowds of comers and 
goers passed to and fro along the side¬ 
walks. Here and there a large handbill an¬ 
nounced a lecture for the evening, and direct¬ 
ed people to buy tickets at certain book¬ 
stores. A boy of fifteen, making his way 
slowly up one of the principal streets, stop¬ 
ped at one of these handbills, and read it 
carefully, then turned into the nearest book¬ 
store with the inquiry, 

“Can you tell me where Mr. West is 
stopping ?” 

The proprietor glanced at the boy's coarse, 
dusty clothes, and answered, carelessly 
“ probably at the Earl House, or the City 
Hotel.” 

Ten minutes later the same lusty boy was 
waiting with a trembling heart while a 
waiter at the Earl Honse announced to the 
great lecturer, 

“ A boy waiting to see yon, sah.” 


“ Some one from the committee ?” inquired 
Mr. West. 

“ Boy from the country, I reckon, sah,” 
said the shrewd waiter, who had taken 
Billy's measure at the first glance ; “ says he 
won't sent send no message, and wants to 
see you hisself.” 

“ He must wait, then,” said the great man. 
“ No, stop; I’ll see him up here five min¬ 
utes,” and Billy Shaw stood face toYkce with 
the man he had come twenty mUes to find. 
“ Well, my, boy, what is it ?” said Mr.West, 
kindly, and Billy only felt his knees shake, 
and his lips grow stiff, and could hardly 
manage to put into a few common place words 
the request that Mr. West would come out 
to Cedarville and lecture. How absurd it 
seemed now that he should ever have 
thought of such a thing, and though the 
lecturer meant to be very kind,' he could not 
help a little smile of amusement as he drew 
from Billy that Cedarville was only a litUe 
country town, twenty miles away from the 
railroad ; and that nobody had sent Billy, or 
knew of his coming. Nobody but Aunt 
Marcia, who had kept his secret with sub¬ 
lime faith in what the earnest, boy could do, 
and who was praying for his su^ess in her 
silent fashion at that very moment. Very 
courteously the lecturer stated to Billy the 
impossibility of granting his request, telling 
him how few people he could reach by spend¬ 
ing his time In such small places ; how his 
nights were engaged for the whole winter; 
and as Billy listened, it all seemed reasona¬ 
ble, yet his heart grew heavy in his breast, 
and it seemed to him he was suffocating in 
that warm, luxurious room. There was a 
quick rap at the door. 

“ Supper, sah,” said the waiter ; and Billy 
turned to go away. 

“ Good night, my boy,” said the lecturer, 
kindly; “I’m very sorry for your disap¬ 
pointment.” 

In that instant Billy Shaw forgot his bash- 
fulness—^forget everything but his own er¬ 
rand, and seizing the lecturer’s hand, burst 
out in a perfect passion of entreaty. 

“ O, Mr. West, do come and save my 
father!” 

There was no lack of words now; they 
poured out in a torrent, as he told his pitkhl 
story of the ruin that had been wrought in 
his family, of the curse that was dragging 
them all down, and how he had sworn by 
the grave of his little sister to fight the cruel 
enemy as long as he had breath. He told of 
the boys' temperance society, and the efforts 
they were making to save the children from 
following in the steps of their fathers ; and 
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when ho paused, pale, tearfhl, and almost 
breathless, there were tears in the eyes of his 
listener, too. 

“ See here, my boy,” said Mr. West, taking 
out his memoranda, and running it over, 

” two weeks from now 1 shall be somewhere 
in this vicinity over the Sabbath, on my way 
back from the west. If some of your peo¬ 
ple will meet me here With a carriage, and 
bring me back in time for the train on Mon¬ 
day, 1 will come out to Cedarville and speak 
on Sunday evening.” 

“ They’ll do it; O, I know they will,” said 
Billy, eagerly. “Cap’n Taylor or Squire 
Howells —” 

V Very well, then; now I must go to my 
supper, and you see that every man, woman 
and child in the neighborho^ comes out. 
As for you, sir, you keep on fighting the 
enemy, and I’ll warrant you will be more 
than a match for him in Cedarville.” 

“Mr. West,” said BUly, half bewUdered 
with his success, “ would you give a note, 
just a few words, to say you really are com¬ 
ing, because I’m afraid people won’t believe 
it—seems as if I couldn’t hardly believe it 
myself.” 

Billy left the Earl House, armed with a 
note to Squire Howells, and bearing also a 
ticket to the lecture of that evening. Peo- 
^p\e of culture and refinement, plain, plod- 
^dlBg workers, and men in almost every stage 
of progress on the road to ruin, crowded the 
brilliantly-lighted hall, and laughed and 
wept, and shuddered, as they w'ere touched 
by the eloquence of the speaker; but no one 
noticed the dusty country boy, who sat in 
an obscure comer, almost breathless as he 
listened and thought, “ O, he will save my 
fisther—^he surely ■will.”* 

Almost utterly exhausted, and covered 
firom head to foot with the dust of the long 
road, Billy reached home, and dropped upon 
a bench on the porch. Aunt Mercia seized 
*him by the hand and gave him just as fer¬ 
vent and hearty a greeting as she would 
have bestowed upon Jonas, and listened to 
his story, wiping her eyes on her checkered 
apron. 

“ He’s a good man,” was her brief com¬ 
ment. “ Now, come right in and havc/your 
supper, Billy. I believe the Lord put it into 
your hear^to go, and he can bring good out 
oV it, though we mustn’t set too much by 
any human instrument.” 

^uire Howells could hardly believe the 
evidence of his eyes and ears, but he was 
convinced at last, and if ever a country side 
was thoroughly roused, it was Cedarville, 
by the news that the great temperance lec-, 


turer was actually coming to address them. 
One or two individuals shook their heads 
and talked about desecrating the Sabbath 
by such doings, but Squire Howells was 
ready for them with the old lesson of pull¬ 
ing the ox or the ass out of the ditch, and 
nobody could say that even old Rooney was 
not as well worth saving as an ass. 

“Coming out to the lecture to-morrow 
night,” asked Captain Taylor of Jakey Neal. 

“To be sure; to be sure,” said the old 
man, with his half-drunken leer. “ I ain’t 
opposed to the temperance folks ; I believe 
in temperance for them that’s used to it. 
I’m pretty much like the ’poetle Paul, my¬ 
self; my sperrit is willin’, but my fiesh is 
weak.” 

Esquire Howell^ ft'om his oomfi>rtable ear- 
riage, looked down on the shabby old drunk¬ 
ard with considerable amusement, but he 
wgs wholly unprepared for his next remark. 

“ See here, now. Squire,” said ' Jakey, 
“s’pose when this ’ere lecturer gets us old 
repr’bates all laid out, he turns round and 
gives yon respect’ble sinners a dab, along of 
your bottled ale, and madam’s cnr’nt wine, 
and brandy x)eaches. Lor I wouldn’t there 
be a squirmin’ ?” 

He gave a short chuckle of amusement, 
and then added, in a deprecating tone, 

“ Not that there’s any hurt in such little 
things, not by any means; but, I’ve heard 
something about a mustard seed that grew to 
be a big tree. Nobody’d ever think it, now, 
to look at a mustard seedand Jakey went 
on his way with the^deepest gravity, as if he 
was meditating profoundly on the miracle. 

“ That old fellow isn’t half as much of a 
fool as people suppose,” said the Squire 
to himself, as he drove off. “ I shouldn’t 
wonder if we did get a rap, though I don’t 
believe in carrying temperance, or anything 
else, to extremes.” 

“ We shall see you at the meeting house 
to-morrow night, I suppose, Mr. Rooney,’* 
said the Squire, as he passed the brewery. 

“ No, sir, yon won’t,” said old Rooney, 
gruffly. “I shall attend to my own busi¬ 
ness, and other folks would do better to at¬ 
tend to theii^.” 

But old Rooney did come to the lecture, 
for Jakey Neal persuaded him it never would 
do to let the temperance folks think they 
were afhiid of them; the best way was io 
put on a bold fh>nt, and Just face it out. 

“ Let ’em talk, says I; I’ll ’greeto all they 
can say, so where’s the quarrel P’ 

“ That’s so,” agreed Riooney; and he came 
with the rest to the meeting house, and sat 
scowling about him to hide his secret uneasi- 
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ness, while every nook and corner of the 
house was gradually filled. 

“Massy sakes; where do they all come 
from? and If there ain’t the Mileses, from 
way over by Johnson’s Grove; how an earth 
did they get here?” 

The boys of the temperance society could 
tell how they got there. For three hours 
Jonas, and Billy, and Charley Howells hod 
been scouring the country in every direction, 
bringing down load after load from the scat¬ 
tered farm houses, until It really seemed as 
If the whole population had been brought 
In for ten miles. By the^request of the lec¬ 
turer, the oflicers of the boys* temperance 
society sat upon the stand with him, and 
Charley Howells, with all the ease and self- 
possession in the w'orld, iqtroduced him to 
the audience. 

There was only one thing to mar the suc¬ 
cess, and that was known only to a few ^ 
the gathered throng. At th% la.st moment, 
Billy Shaw’s father had disappeared, and 
though Billy searched for him in every direc¬ 
tion, he could find nothing of him. Aunt 
Marcia tried to comfort him, for the disap¬ 
pointment was almost too bitter to bear. 

“I shouldn’t w’onder if he meant to come 
by himself,” she said, “and maybe it’s best 
so; at any rate, the work is the Lord’s, and 
now we’ve done our part, we*mu8t just wait 
and see. He don’t get discouraged. He waits.” 

And Billy waited, watching every one that 
came in, peering into every obscure comer, 
till at last he forgot even his own father in 
the wonderfbl eloquence that chained every 
heart, and hushed every breath in the crowd¬ 
ed house. 

As Jakey Neal bad prophesied, the “ re¬ 
spectable sinners” got their portion, and 
they quailed in utter condemnation before It. 
The drunkard makers got their portion, and 
few dared to look at old Rooney’s face, so 
white and convulsed it was with fear and 
anger. But when he told the story, and 
painted the picture of the drankard’s pro¬ 
gress, goaded by fHends down the terrible 
road to ruin, then women sobbed, and strong 
men groaned and trembled. Tb?y v ere not 
la congregation of city people, • ^h * .;ad be- 
comed accus^ oneu to sensatioru), -icd hard 
ened by exci ement, but fresh, simple, coun¬ 
try folks, of plain speech and quiet hhbits of 
thought; and in all their lives they had 
never been so wrought upon. 

For an instant after the speaker ceased, 
there was perfect silence, then the tall form 
of Squire Howells rose up in the congre¬ 
gation. 

“ Neighbors,” said he, “ we have not been 


half in earnest about this matter. We have 
been fighting with one hand only, and I, for 
one, feel like setting aside the old scores and 
taking a fresh start. Here is the pledge of 
the boys’ temperance society; who wiil 
come up and sign it ? I put my name down 
for one. I’ve always called myself a (eiA- 
perance man, but some of you know I never 
signed the pledge. I liked my glass of cider 
after dinner, and I wouldn’t ^lieve it hurt 
me, but I feel afraid I’ve been a stumbling 
block to some of my neighbors.” 

“ ThaVn so. Squire P* said Jakey Neal, fer¬ 
vently, wiping his eyes on his ragged sleeve. 

“ Well, you shall never say that again, my 
friend,” said the Squire, flushing a little. 
“ So come right up here, Jakey Neal, and put 
your name down under mine.” 

“O, Lor!” said Jakey, coming forward. 
“I’d jest as soon sign it as not; but, bless 
you, it won’t do the least grain of good. 
Why, look here, neighbor, I’ve come to that 
pass that I ain’t no more ’sponsible than a 
yearlin’ calf. I’m like the man in the Scrip- 
ter’ that was possessed of a legion of devils, 
that led him about and flung him into the 
fire. I ain’t good for any airthly thing, with¬ 
out it is to be a warnin’ to my boys.” 

At this moment old Rooney rose and came 
deliberately down the Isle. Could It be pos¬ 
sible he meant to sign the pledge ? Every 
one watched him, but he only passed out 
the door, with a white, angry face, and dis¬ 
appeared in the darkness. 

“Let him go,” said the lecturer; “you 
can only reform such a man by utterly crush¬ 
ing him. Show him that the whole commu¬ 
nity are against him. Look on him with 
horror, as you would on a murderer. Shun 
him; hold no fellowship with him; drive 
him out from your midst by keeping such an 
atmosphere of condemnation about him that 
he cannot breath in it. But for these poor 
victims, whose very will is in bondage, let 
the strength of every man, and the tender¬ 
ness of every woman be enlisted to help 
them throw off the chains, and put on God’s 
image again.” 

From the farthest comer of the dim, un¬ 
lighted gallery, came a groan of anguish, 
and instantly Billy Shaw left his place and 
made hLs way to the spot. 

“Father,” said he, “0, fathenf come!” 
and almost lifted the crouching Ibrm from 
the floor. 

Without a word, Mr. Shaw suffered him¬ 
self to be led to the stand, took the pen 
which Esquire Howells placed in his hand, 
and wrote his name in trembling, illegible 
letters. 
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** There it is,'* said he, standing erect. 
can never keep it, but I can die !" 

“ You shall be helped; you shall be help¬ 
ed," said Esquire Howells, his own voice 
husky with emotion. 

“Who will help me?" asked Mr. Shaw, 
turning ahnost bjtterly upon the Squire. 
** Who has ever helped me?" 

“God will help you," said the old minis¬ 
ter, solemnly, rising from his seat and tak¬ 
ing him by the hand. “ He is nearer, strong¬ 
er, and more pitiful than man;" and with his 
. hand still holding him, he offered a fervent 
prayer for the man who stood treml]||||^be- 
side him. ^ 

It was a scene never to be forgotten, as 
men and women exchanged words of sym¬ 
pathy and encouragement, and pledged 
themseves for the future. 

“ Billy," said Aunt Marcia, drawing him 
hastily aside, “go home with your fath¬ 
er ; stay by him; don’t leave him a moment. 
Tell Nancy to make some strong coffee ; to 
have some ready when he wakes in the 
morning, with the awful craving for his 
ffrink. Give him hearty food; and, above 
all, do you watch him, Billy, and keep him 
at home. If your mother wants anything 
in the world, let her send up to me." 

She g^ve him a fervent pressure of the 
hand that meant “God bless you," and a 
great deal more that Aunt Marcia never put 
into words, though she kept it in her heart. 

“ Now, friends," said the lecturer to the 
few who stood around him, “ you have made 
a good beginning, but don’t imagine you 
haye conquered. The fight is just begun. 
You have got a foothold now, follow up your 
advantage and push the enemy inch by inch 
from your territory." 

To the boys of the temperance society es¬ 
pecially, he gave some good advice, as to the 
best way to carry on the campaign; and 
when he left the little hamlet of Cedarville, 
to return to the city, he could not help feel¬ 
ing that after all it was not in the largest 
places that the most promising fields of 
labor lay. 

[To be continued.] 

Idiots. —In a paper rend before the scien¬ 
tific congress in Chicago, in June, it was 
shown, ^ citing ofliclal reports, that In the 
United States the average of idiotic and 
feeble-mMed persons is about one in every 
thousand inhabitants. In the countries of 
the old world there are very niany more. 
The majority of these persons could be 
greatly benefited, and made of use in the 
world by proper treatment; but the govern¬ 
ment and abuse received in the alms houses 
and county houses, generally destroy what 
little of reason is left In the poor, dark minds. 


DAISY FORTUNE TELUNGk 

BT MRS. M. B. C. SLADE. 

Down in the daisy field, under the shade. 

May, Carrie, and Kate, daisy fortunes played; 
Singing, while dropping each floret leaf. 

Rich man, poor man, beggar man, thief. 
Doctor, lawyer, Indian chief I” 

This is the way May, Kate, and Carrie 
Learn of the daisies whom they shall marry. 

And what shall we have for onr bridal dress? 
Daisy white, daisy tme, can yon guess? 

Silks, satins, calico, rags!” sing they. 

Drawing and counting each milk-white ray. 

To see what the last one has to say. 

This is the way May, Carrie, and Kate 
Learn how they shall dress in their bridal state. 

‘‘On our wedding tour, in what shall we go? 
Tell us, daisy, we long to know." 

So they pull the florets again apart, 

Vo see if the bridal train shall start 
Ir “ coach, chaise, wheelbarrow, cart!" 

This is the way Kate, Carrie, and May, 

Learn how they shall ride on their wedding day. 

Now one word more must the daisies give: 
“Tell us, truly, how we shall live; 

Great house, cottage, woodhonee, shed!" 

One by one are the dwellings said. 

As they draw the rays from the golden head. 

This is the way the daisies tell 

How the brides, Kate,Carrie and May, shall dwell. 

And for fortune telling, no living man 
(^n tell a bit better than daisies can! 


VISIT TO A SILVER MINE. 

BT MRS. MATTIB L. HOLDBK. 

When I was in Virginia City, tlie other 
day, I could hardly make myself believe 
that I had not slipped away into some other 
star, and was in the midst of a strange peo¬ 
ple and a new world. It seemed so queer, 
boys, to see houses built on the side of a 
steep hill, so that when you went in at the 
basement door, you were on one street, and 
when you went up stairs into the parldr, 
you were on another. 

Then to think of being away up there in 
the Nevada Mountains, between nine and ten 
thousand feet above the level of the sea, and f 
finding bands of music playing “ Shoo Fly " 
in the streets, and boys fiying kites, and 
girls trotting about with dolls. Just as natu¬ 
rally as though they were on Chicago pave¬ 
ments. In the streets, handsome turnouts 
flashed to and ftw; gaily-dressed ladies 
promenaded; and flashy men stood upon 
the corners, fingering large watch chains 
and smoking cigars. 

I asked the landlord if it was true, the re- 
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port 1 had .heard, that all Virginia City was 
hollow ground, tunneled by the miners, and 
liable at any time to “ cave in?” 

‘‘ Yes’m,” said he. “ No doubt but what 
we'll all wake up some fine morning and find 
ourselves missing. A big warehouse disap¬ 
peared last week,” pointing to a big hole 
over in the side hill, where the ground had 
caved. 

I thought to myself, ” I wish I hadn’t got 
to stay here all day. Td so much rather be 
buried in beautiftil Rosehill, than here in the 
smoky mines.” 

But as I was obliged to stay till evening, 
I thought I would see all 1 could. 

You know, I suppose, that Nevada is one 
of the greatest mining districts of the coun¬ 
try. I forget how many millions of gold and 
silver have been taken from these desolate 
hills. Virginia City has been one of the 
richest of the mining sections. For years 
there have been hundreds of^men employed 
constantly digging deep IntoHhe earth for 
her hoarded treasure. Some of the shafts 
have been sunk nearly a quarter of a mile 
into the mountains; and away down there, 
forever shut out from God’s sweet day, men 
toil and wear their life away, and all to earn 
their scanty bread. We thought we would 
like to descend one of these shafts, if we 
could, and see how things looked a quarter 
of a mile from the surface. We were a little 
frightened at the thought of going down, 
but decided we would run the risk of broken 
necks, and go. So we obtained permission 
from the authorities, and after a hearty din¬ 
ner, whi^ we couldn’t help but think might 
be our last, we walked over to Hale & Nor- 
cross’ mine. They gave us India-rubber suits 
and big hats, to shelter us from the water, 
which drips constantly from the rocks be¬ 
neath, and we rather tremblingly took our 
stand upon the “cage,” or dummy, that 
was to carry us down. I don’t believe any¬ 
body ever felt quite so frightened as I did 
when the bell clanged and w'e began to de¬ 
scend. It was perfectly dark, and we only 
felt that we were spinning somewhere, 
whether up or down, we could not tell, sus¬ 
pended by a single rope over a precipice 
eleven hundred a^nd eighty-seven feet in 
depth. Down, doWn, down—our heads grew 
dizzy—and it seemed as though blood must 
surely start from our noses with the rush of 
air about us, as we whizzed to the bottom. 

“ Don’t look up,” said the guide. 

Now, of course, all little girls and boys 
know very well that when anybody says 
“don’t,” human nature instantly says “do.” 
We all looked up, just because w'e were 


warned not to; and well punished we were 
for our w’aywardness. Far, far above our 
heads, like a tiny star in distant heavens, we 
saw the opening of the shaft from which we 
had commenced our descent. How fearfhlly 
far we were from the outer world ! Should 
we ever get back ? What if there should be 
a cave, or the rope should break—would 
Gabriel’s trumpet ever find us, underneath 
these rocks ? 

I don’t think that any of us felt very lively 
just then, and when finally we alighted from 
our “ cage,” I would have paid the guide a 
llfe’g^^lpme to have hoisted us back again 
instant^. 

They put tallow candles Into our trembling 
hands, telling us to be careful and not drop 
them, for fire was the most fearful accident 
that could happen in a mine. So we grasped 
them very hard, and followed the guide. We 
saw men with white faces, and strangely- 
shining eyes, working in dark, narrow places, 
lit by a fiaming torch. We picked up pieces 
of rock glittering with specks of silver, and 
brought them away with us. We talked to 
the laborers, and asked them if they were 
never afraid ? They all laughed, and said, 

“ O no, we get used to it.” 

We looked at the great pieces of timber 
that served to keep the earth above from 
caving. We ascended by ladders to higher 
levels, and threaded narrow streets, and saw 
our scared faces mirrored in pools of quiet 
water. We saw where the great engine 
forces air into the different chambers ; for 
men would die, of course, were there not 
means of furnishing them with pure, sweet 
air from the outer world. 

Finally, to our great relief, we stood on 
the “cage” again, ready to ascend. What 
a weary time we were, in reaching daylight. 
The water trickled coldly down our backs, 
and up our arms, and into our cars. The 
rope squeaked and strained above us. The 
cage bounced and swung from side to side. 
We thought if we ever again stood on solid 
earth, we would be just about the best big 
boys and girls to be found. When, with a 
bipnnd, we swept out of the darksome pit 
into the beautiful day, we swung our bro^- 
brimmed hats and cried a fervent “Halle¬ 
lujah!” 

It was all very nice to go down ance, but 
we would never be urgent in our desires to 
visit the interior of a mine again, we said. 

We went all through the mills, watched 
them pounding quartz—crushing great rocks, 
like biscuits, in mighty, iron jaws, and sepa¬ 
rating the gold and silver from dross. We ^ 
man eled at the great machinery; the en- 
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f]:ine8, pufiSing and granting all the day ; the 
faraaces, red hot and glowing; the labora> 
tories, where by chemical aid the silver and 
gold are detached fVom each other, reduced 
to liquids, and recalled to solids. 

At last we turned homeward, greatly Im¬ 
pressed, very tired, and fearfully hungry. 

Let me see—my watch says “good night.” 
Another day weUl chat together again, shall 
we ? Happy dreams to you all, my dearies. 
Good bye. 


THE LITTLE MAN-OF-WAR. 

BT A. B. HATHBWAT. 

After Napoleon was sent to St. Helena, 
the British Government took possession of 
an uninhabited island near by, which had 
long before been discovered by the Portu¬ 
guese, on Ascension Day, and named by 
those good Catholics, in honor of their fhith, 
Ascension Island. 

There, off the western coast of AlHca, 
within sight of the spot where the proud 
Emperor of France passed the last sad hours 
of his eventful life, lies this lone, tropical 
island, an emerald in the bosom of the broad 
Atlantic. The soft southeast trade wind 
sweeps over it, awakening into blossom and 
luxuriant vnrdure the richest dower of nat¬ 
ural vegetation. Mosses and vines cling to 
the great boulders and rocks, half concealing, 
half disclosing the ragged, volcanic con¬ 
struction of the island, and rendering pic¬ 
turesque and charming, that which, without 
this dress of vivid green and glowing color, 
might strike the eye of the beholder as harsh 
and ungraceful. 

On the southeastern coast the great Green 
Mountain rears its lofty head two thousand 
eight hundred and seventy feet above the 
level of the sea; it is surrounded by immense 
table lands, which gradually slope in undu¬ 
lating grandeur toward the northern shore. 
On the south, where little bays and coves in¬ 
dent the coast, rise bold and towering preci¬ 
pices, guarding, with their solid walls of 
lava and other productions of volcanic ac¬ 
tion, those natural harbors, and adding 
strength and security to the beauty of the 
scene.’ 

Within these tiny inlets the sluggish tur¬ 
tles fonnd a haven of rest through the long 
sunny days of many bright, happy years, 
feeding on the seaweed, and depositing their 
eggs in the hot sand on the shore, where 
they had been for ages secure fW>m the mo¬ 
lestation of man. The daintiest flsh disport¬ 
ed in these calm waters, without a fear of 


treacherous worm or wicked hook. Guinea 
fowl, wild goats, cats, rats,^and land crabs, 
were joint proprietors of this tiny world, 
until adventurous man disturbed its peace 
and quiet, and built a town. Then all was 
changed. The wild goats g^radually gave 
way to cultivated sheep and cattle, which 
were soon Imported fW)m England; the tur¬ 
tles disappeared almost entirely. Green 
Mountain itself was sapped, and its. myriad 
springs slowly drained into a great cistern, 
by the enterprising new comers, who thus 
supplied Georgetown with the purest wa¬ 
ter. A crevice in one of the solitary rocks 
on the shore was spon known as the “ sail¬ 
or’s post office,” where passing ships would 
deposit letters in this natural mail-bag, to 
be taken out by vessels on a contrary course. 

Thus all the beauties and endowments of 
this exquisite spot were made subservient to 
the comfort and enrichment of man; even 
the wealth of its vegetation became a source 
of vast revenue, and in time the bustle of civ¬ 
ilization usurped the wild charm of nature. 

But long ere the idle eyes of the officers at 
St. Helena had rested with covetous thought 
upon this rare Jewel of the sea, there came 
wafted by the gentle trade wind, and slip¬ 
ping noiselessly into its pretty coves^ a tiny 
man-of-war, with eage^ outstretched sails, 
and threatening air. The lazy turtles were 
not ah-aid, but beneath the rippling waves 
where the finny tribe disported in freedom 
and unreasoning content, there was terror 
and confusion, when the little man-of-war 
came into the bay. 

The time when the fiyiug-fish might spring 
with safety to the surface and catch a breath 
of warm, dry air, or feel the breeze of heav¬ 
en sweep over him for a brief instant, had 
passed away. The tiniest fish of them all, 
scarcely now felt secure, when lying hidden 
in the moss and seaweed in tl^ coral reef; 
and certainly fatal was the glitter of a fin in 
the sunlight, near the surface. For, with 
sails softly furled, and with a dive as swift as 
lightning, the little fHgate will bring up a 
glittering, struggling fish, and holding him 
firmly for an instant, sets sail for the shore 
with the velocity of a meteor, there to con¬ 
demn him to the cruel ftte of being eaten 
alive! But not without many mishaps is this 
ever accomplished; sometimes the flsh will 
slip aw-ay, and falling while the ship is at its 
greatest speed, will secure its fireedom, and 
dart out of sight with a thankfhl flirt of tall 
and fin, though bruised and mangled. 

Still more probably, the bay will be the 
scene of contention and strife; for, there 
come sailing over the water with hurry and 
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speed, an hundred other tiny men-of-war! 
Reefing, tacking, diving, the little frigates 
disturb the peaceful cove. And now ensues 
a scene of marine warfare that is exciting, 
indeed, for you must know these little vessels 
sail as well in the air as on the sea! When 
one man-of-war has secured a cargo, which 
consists of a single fish, the others all for¬ 
sake their own pursuits, and dash after the 
successful fisher, with screams that sound 
like steam whistles, where all around is so 
quiet. And thus the day passes, in strife 
and conflict, until, at last, the blessing of 
night settles down, and the little men-of-war 
sail away. 

And now, in these days, when Ascension 
Island is no longer left to the sole posses¬ 
sion of turtles, fish, and wild animals, but is 
inhabited by mankind, and has become the 
scene of his busy commerce, energy, and in¬ 
dustry, the ships that sail between the rocks 
and lava whicl^surround the coast, and are 
made fast to the docks with which the bays 
are lined, are laden with merchandise of 
various kinds, and sail away with cargoes of 
vegetables and many useful things for the 
great mother country. 

But the sailors aboard the ships out at sea, 
when they see the great, dusky Tachypetes, 
or frigate-bird, flying swiftly overhead, they 
exclaim, 

“Behold “ The Little M<m-of-Warr 


“THE SANDS.” 

A young girl was visiting an aunt in “ the 
city by the sea.” Her home being in an in¬ 
land town, the broad blue water filled her 
with wondering admiration, and she never 
wearied of watching it. Coming in one day 
from a stroll on the shore, she told her aunt 
how far she had been, and by what streets 
she had returned. The aunt looked grave. 

“ You must be careful not to go too far in 
that direction,” she said. “You may get 
into ‘The Sands.^ ” 

“ Would I go down ?” asked the young 
girl, with a shudder. 

Her aunt explained that “The Sands” 
was a part of the city where so many wicked 
people lived, that it would not be safe for 
her to walk there alone, and the conversation 
ended. But the young girl’s words rang in 
my ears. How many youthful feet “go 
down ” daily, and no arm is reached to rescue 
them. On every hand the treacherous quick¬ 
sands of sin are waiting to engulf their 
victims. Whose voice shall warn them ? 
Whose loving hand shall hold them back ? 

AUa Grant. 


ANOTHER DOG STORY. 

BT M. H. C. 

Boz was the name of a dog who belonged 
to one of my sons. He was descended from 
a St. Bernard and Newfoundland stock, and 
was, of course, large and well formed. He 
had a beautifully shaped head, and his fine 
eyes were almost as expressive as human 
eyes. He was remarkably dignified, and one 
would as soon have done an indecorous thing 
before any person as before Boz. He was 
rathgUpconveniently aristocratic in his no- 
tio^^iie disliked to have market people 
and men that were dressed in coarse clothes 
come to the house ; and if they came to the 
front door, would lay hold of their clothing 
with his teeth, and pull them toward the 
back door. He understood conversation 
about everything in which he was concerned, 
even when his name was not mentioned. 
His master sometimes proposed a ride or a 
walk, purposely using words that he thought 
Boz would not understand ; but he would 
get up, look eagerly in his master’s face, 
wag his tall, then hurry into the entry, and 
bring his hat and gloves, and stand ready 
't(igo. 

He seemed to have a quick perception of 
the ludicrous. A young lady in the family 
would sometimes tie a bonnet upon Box, 
put her parasol in his mouth, and take him 
to walk. His eye twinkled with fun, as be 
walked away with mock dignity. 

He was very useful in doing errands. We 
often sent him to my mother’s house, with a 
note or newspaper, and he never fkiled to 
carry them safely. If we wanted eggs from 
there, we put a note into a basket, and he 
took the handle in his mouth and went 
directly as he was told, and waited while the 
eggs were placed in the basket; then some¬ 
one came out and opened the gate, and be 
walked home, carrying the basket in a most 
careful manner. He was never known to 
stop, or turn out of his w’ay, for the sake of 
a little social converse with another dog, ex¬ 
cept once. Then he inet with a great mis¬ 
fortune. He w'as coming along with the 
eggs, when another dog rushed swiftly past 
him. The temptation was irreslstable. Box 
raced after him, over a stone wall, and 
basket and eggs rolled upon the ground. 
He came home looking much ashamed. 

After awhile his master sold him to a gen¬ 
tleman, who wanted a trusty dog to wall on 
his little girl to school. In winter he was 
harnessed to a small sleigh, and drew her; 
in summer he walked by her side, and when- 
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ever he thought beet, would take her little 
gloved hand in his mouth. One day the 
child was missed, and after a search through 
the house, she was found on the floor of an 
attic closet, with Boz, his fore legs and paws 
around her waist, and both fast asleep. 

I knew a relation of this dog’s,Who saved 
a woman’s life. She was coming across a 
railroad, when the train was very near. 
Carlo ran across the road, raised himself on 
his hind legs, put his paw's on her shoulders, 
and pushed her back, just in time to save her. 



LYDDY’S VISIT. 


BY LUCIA CHASE BELL. 

Lyddy was going away on a journey by 
herself. Her father went to the depot with 
her, and put her into the cars with her little 
satchel, and then he kissed her and hurried 
out, and in a minute she saw him bobbing 
away down the street toward his workshop, 


and it made her feel forsaken and lonesome, 
and all of a sudden the tears rushed up to 
her eyqji, and her throat felt as if it had a 
lump in it, and she wished she had never, 
never, thought of going to see Grandmother 
Perkins; and then there was a mighty jerk¬ 
ing and crashing that almost frightened the 
breath out of her, for it seemed as if the 
cars were all going into a heap together. 
But they didn’t do that, of course, and pres¬ 
ently they were gliding smoothly away from 
the big, dirty, bustling station, and the peo¬ 
ple in the ears who had been conversing in 
drowsy, murmuring tones, now' shrieked 
eagerly at each other when they talked, and 
made frantic gestures as if they were insane. 

Past the “ round house,” where Lyddy 
caught a glimpse through the grimy win¬ 
dows, of big, black locomotives, standing 
upon the track, in the quiet, dark, gloomy 
room, waiting to be repaired ; past the long, 
low shops, where rows of men, w'ith sooty 
faces and bare, sinewy arms, were hammer¬ 
ing away as if they were only machines 
themselves ; past the blackberry bushes up¬ 
on ‘the high banks where Lyddy and Ally 
Parker went once to gather berries; and 
then they were dashing on through yellow' 
fields where men were raking hay, and 
through woods, and al«ng fields w here the 
quiet cattle looked up with w ild, questioning 
eyes, but didn’t seem startled at all; and 
now' Lyddy soon forgot her tears, looking 
dizzily out at the pictures swiftly sweeping 
by. Sometimes she could catch a glimpse 
of a little, quiet, country road, with a narrow 
streak of w hite dust running through the 
Mayweed, and great brown and gold butter¬ 
flies hovering upon the thistles. 

Once they passed a little bit of a house 
like a shed, that stood close up to the rail¬ 
road, and a woman was angrily paddling a 
little fat, white-headed boy with a wooden 
ladle, right by the door. And a good while 
after that they went by an old red farmhouse, 
that had great, broad locust trees, making 
cool, velvety shadows upon the roof, and 
there was a porch in front of it, where a great, 
gay side-saddle, with long, dangling buckles 
and straps, hung upon one of the posts, and a 
little girl was there, feeding a kitten w ith 
milk out of a broken saucer, and a woman 
stood by the door with her sleeves rolled up, 
churning w’ith all her might. But you 
couldn’t hear one single thump with the 
churn-dasher, and the people at the quiet 
old porch seemed just like silent, moving 
people in a panorama. 

By and by Lyddy’s eyes ached with look¬ 
ing out so long, and so she sat shyly watch- 
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ing the people, and pretty soon she saw a 
little ^rl Just like her own self, away down 
at the end of the car, with her vary own 
white dress and pink belt, and hat with a 
bunch of blue flowers in front, and she bad 
big blue eyes just like Lyddy’s, and white 
eyebrows, and smooth, yellow hair, curling 
up at the ends behind her ears. It almost 
fHgbtened her at flrst, but In a minute she 
found out that it was only herself she saw in 
a long, narrow mirror. 

Then she began to wonder if anybody in 
the car knew she was making a journey 
without anybody to look after her, and if 
the woman just in front of her wouldn’t 
want to steal her every-day shoes for her 
little girl, who sat with her mouth open 
very wide, every once in a while tumbling 
forward as if she meant to swallow Lyddy. 
“ It might be,” she said to herself, tremb¬ 
ling all over at the thought, and then she 
held her satchel in her lap, tightly grasping 
its black leather handles. They hadn’t come 
very far, only a few miles, but presently it 
began to seem to Lyddy as if they had come 
a very long distance already, and so she lidd 
her satchel down at one end of the seat for 
a pillow, and then stretched herself out and 
laid her head upon it and closed her eyes as 
if she was very wehry and worn, but she 
toeun’t one bit tired. 

Presently she beard a lady across the isle 
ask a gentleman ”if he was going clear 
through,” and she thought it sounded so nice 
and sociable, and like somebody used to 
traveling; and after a while she yawned a 
little, and raised her head and said to the 
gentleman just behind her seat, 

” Are you going clear through ?” 

The gentleman turned around and looked 
down at her with a queer twinkle in his eyes, 
and said, ” Through toheU, missle ?” as if he 
thought she meant he was going through 
the seat, or something. 

And then Lyddy felt herself tingling fl-om 
head to fbot, for she hadn’t thought one 
word about what the lady meant; but she 
stammered out, after taking a big choking 
swallow of nothing, 

” Why, through to Mount Briar.” 

Mount Briar was the little ” half station ” 
where Lyddy was going to stop, and the 
train was almost there. The gentleman 
laughed a little, but it wasn’t a sneering 
laugh— I dare say'he took The Little Cor¬ 
poral and liked little girls—and he asked 
Lyddy if she was ” going clear through to 
Mount Briar.” Lyddy said she was, and be¬ 
gan to think she hadn’t said anything so very 
ridiculous after all; and pretty soon she 


asked him, just as softly and politely as 
ever she could, 

** Please, sir, won’t you help me off when 
we get to Mount Briar ? You know I have 
my satchel to carry.” 

The gentleman nodded over his paper, and 
Lyddy sat very quiet after that till the train 
stopped, and a man snapped the car door 
open and shouted ”Mount Briar!” and the 
gentleman who wouldn't tell whether he 
was going clear through or not, took hold of 
Lyddy’s Angers with one hand and carried 
her little black satchel with the other, and 
led *her out to the steps. And right there 
stood uncle Rob, smiling under his big straw 
hat, while he held up his strong, knotty, 
brown bands to take her, and when she 
turned to look for the gentleman, he was 
gone, and the train was thundering on down 
the track into the blue distance, while the 
little station seemed so hushed and breath¬ 
less, with only the little, smooth, clear plat¬ 
form shining in the sun, and the two little 
boys playing hop-scotch, and the mail car¬ 
rier leisurely settling the mail bags over his 
sleepy, old, white horse. One little yellow 
house stood near the station, with boxes of 
bright rose-moss in the windows, and a pret¬ 
ty, clean, checkered, rag carpet showing 
through the open door, but that was all. 
Mount Briar town nestled in among the hills 
two miles away. 

Grandmother Perkins’ horse and carriage 
stood waiting near the station, and Lyddy 
and her precious black satchel and uncle 
Rob were soon ready to start. There was a 
whole heap of sweet, ripe harvest apples im- 
der the seat, and uncle Rob fllled his pockets 
with some for Lyddy to eat on the way. 

- Grandmother Perkins lived in a big, white 
house ever so far fl-om town, and it took 
them a long time to get there, but just about 
supper time the old carriage stopped in front 
of the gate, and Grandmother Perkins came 
hobbling down the path as fast as she could 
with her rheumatism, to ”get hold of that 
blessed baby.” She always would call the 
folks she loved best ” babies,” and nobody 
ever cared at all, not even little boys. 
Grandmother Perkins’ daughters were all 
gone—some married and keeping house, 
some sleeping under rose-wreathed graves in 
the little country burying-ground; and uncle 
Rob was the only ‘‘ boy ” she had left. His 
sisters said she did make a ” real baby ” of 
him. A big girl, whose name was I^ebe, 
did the work for Grandmother Perkins. She 
had high cheek-bones, and a big knot of hair 
just the color of saw-dust, and she couldn’t 
speak three words without laughing. Once 
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Unde Rob told Lyddy that when Phebe’s 
father died, somebody who hadn't heard of 
it, asked her “ how he was,” thinking he was 
yet sick ; and Phebe looked up quickly and 
said, ”0, he’s dead! ho! ho! ho!” But 
she felt just as sorry as anybody else would. 
There she was, when Lyddy went Into the 
kitchen, bending over the stove in the cor¬ 
ner, next the fireplace, and she just shouted 
out loud, ” If here ain’t Lyddy ! ho! ho! 
ho!” 

After supper, when Phebe went out to 
milk, Lyddy went along, and sat in a little 
soft hollow in a stack of hay, under the shed, 
while Phebe told her all the news she could 
think of; only there was one thing going to 
happen in a few days, which Phebe was sure 
Lyddy would give the world to know about, 
but she wouldn’t tell what it was. Lyddy 
begged and begged her to tell, but it wasn’t 
of any use, and presently she concluded that 
it wasn’t anything at all. 

The next day, Lyddy played till dinner 
time in the shallow water close to the banks 
along the ” little orchard,” and after dinner 
fihe visited the humming, buzzing, bread- 
and-buttery little school among the maples 
just beyond the wheat field, and she was 
very mnch afraid the teacher would ask her 
to ** make a few remarks to the children,” 
although 1 dare say the teacher thought Miss 
Lyddy was making far too many “ remarks ” 
already, behind Anna Mary Atkins’ big 
slate. 

Early in the following morning, Lyddy 
found out ” what was going to happen.” 
Her Uncle Rob was going to be married. 
Grandmother Perkins couldn’t go to the 
wedding because she was too old and lame 
and sick, and never went any place, not even 
to “ meeting.” But Lyddy went. And she 
looked just like a little fairy in her short 
white skirts, that w ere all crimped and tuck- 
♦'d, with a wreath of green leaves and white 
blossoms around her hair, and green leaves 
looping her sleeves, and a little bouquet in 
her hand. Uncle Rob took her, himself, in 
his own bright, new carriage, and it was in 
the morning, and when they w'cnt by the 
'“Choolhouse, the boys aud girls all peeped 
out of the window's, aud the teacher ran to 
the step to look after the carriage. Every¬ 
body in all the little farm houses hurried, 
nodding and smiling, to the doors, and Uncle 
Rob nodded and said ‘‘good morning” to 
everybody, just as hearty and jolly as if 
nothing was going to happen, and by and by 
they came to a cozy little house, with a wide 
woodbine-wreathed porch. There was a 
great, broad, sunny yard in front, and an old 


shepherd dog lay sleeping in the sun by the 
gate. Some people were talking in low tones 
in the shady little parlor in beyond the porch, 
and in the big, bright kitchen, ever so many 
jolly women were cooking a magnificent 
w'edding breakfast upon a big stove that had 
roasted, baked and steamed so many wed¬ 
ding breakfasts, aud prepared feasts for so 
many whole summerfuls of harvest hands, 
that it was fairly laced with cracks aud 
seams, through which the fire laughed aud 
gleamed with real wedding jollity. In the 
middle of the great cheery kitchen, stood a 
long table, covered with glistening linen, 
and adorned w'ith huge iced cakes, crowned 
with blossoms, and there were great dishes of 
rich nuts, and bunches of fat raisins, aud 
candies of every color, shape and device, and 
tall vases filled w'ith fiowers, and little deli 
cate sprays of green leaves looping the white 
linen into festoons, all round the sides of the 
table. Lyddy was sure she had never dream¬ 
ed of anything so magnificent. 

Everybody seemed to think it was an ex¬ 
quisite joke to pinch her bare, soft shoulders, 
but Lyddy didn’t like it at all, and just kept 
solemnly looking for the woman her Uncle 
Rob was to be married to. She couldn’t catch 
one glimpse of her, though, till somebody 
came for the ilttlc girl to go into the parloi-. 
and she followed, with her heart thumping, 
and there were two empty chairs in the par¬ 
lor, right by the door, aud she didn’t like to 
cross the room before all the people win* 
were sitting in prim rows next to the walls, 
so she just dropped down into one of those 
chairs; aud then everybody looked shocked, 
and her grown-up Cousin Althy, who had 
come to the wedding, too, frowned and beck¬ 
oned Lyddy to come to her, which she did, and 
then they all sat holding their breath, wait¬ 
ing for something. Presently the door open¬ 
ed again, and Uncle Rob and a sweet, white- 
robed lady came in together, and stood side 
by side, just in front of the chairs, and the 
preacher stopd near them, and said some¬ 
thing m a very solemn, tender voice, and the 
lady’s bowed face looked as white as her 
queenly-trailing robes, and by and by she and 
Uncle Rob sat down, and the preacher said 
something more aud shook hands with them, 
and then everybody else fell to kissing them 
aud shaking hands. Lyddy hid herself be¬ 
hind Cousin Althy till somebody made her 
go and “kiss the bride,” and say, “I wish 
you great joy. Aunt Ellen.” It sounded t«» 
Lyddy just like some other little girl speak¬ 
ing when she said it, aud her knees got ?(> 
weak she was afraid she’d drop right down 
on the floor in a heap, but her Aunt Ellen 
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gave her a real loving kiss, and whispered 
** Thank you, dear,” so kindly, that Lyddy 
loved every inch of her in a minute. 

A little throe-year-old boy was there that 
day, too. He had a waggish little face and 
white hair, and he was dreseed all in black 
velvet, trimmed with brass buttons, and his 
own mother was dead, and his aunties took 
care of him, and he was spoiled and saucy, 
and he ran right out into the middle of 
tlie room when the two people were stand¬ 
ing up, and shouted out cagealy, “ Are yon 
getting married. Aunt Ellen and some¬ 
body had to dart out of the stiff row of peo¬ 
ple and carry him back, and staff his mouth 
with a handkerchief. 

After the magnldoent wedding brcakfkst 
was over. Uncle Rob did something which 
insulted Lyddy very much, the thought. I 
don’t know whether anybody else did or not. 
He rode away with Aunt Ellen in his nice 
now carriage, and left her to ride home to 
Grandmother Perkins* house with Cousin 
Althy and Josiah Prigg, in their little, old 
spring wagon. 

Of course I don’t Intend to tell about 
everything that happened during Lyddy’s 
visit; I couldn’t if I’d try. And one warm, 
drowsy afternoon, when Phobc had gone 
away to a quilting, and Grandmother Per¬ 
kins was asleep In her chair, Lyddy got a 
letter In a big, square, yellow envelope, with 
** Miss Liddy Rivers ” written in great, crazy 
“pot-hooks,” up in one corner. Cousin 
Althy had been to the poet office at the Cor¬ 
ners, and got the mail for herself and Grand¬ 
mother Perkins’ folks, and she stopped in 
her old spring wagon, by the gate, and tbre^ 
it over, in among the snowdrop bushes. 
Lyddy’s letter was from her brother Jimmy, 
and it began— 

mi Dore sitter, there has bin a fire. Mister 
Jacksjns house bernt down, i gtimped over the 
fence and n:ot a ink bottle for LIzy Jackson. It 
was rod hot too. dont you think i was brnvd’. 
Jouiiy Jackson was brave to. He run round 
with a spool of thread grabbed tight in his hand 
and said ho was bound to save th U. every nite 
now a boy comes down all the strotes ringing a 
bell and hollcrin iscreani at the tiptou saloon for 
five centH I tile boys h a bjis« ball club. th«‘y 
choostul me to be the emperrer. dont you wish 
you was here. Jimmy rivers. 

After that, I am sure yon won’t wonder 
that Lyddy got homesick, and dear, loving 
Grandmother Perkins liad to send her home 
long before her mother wanted to be “ both¬ 
ered with her.” Phebe took her to Mount 
Briar in the old carriage, and they got there 
a good while before troin time, so they went 
up to a room where a man “ took pictures,” 
over the store, and Phebe laughed all tbe 


time, and the man took an ambrotype of 
her, and she gave it to Lyddy, who has It 
yet, and here’s a picture that looks just 
likeiU 



MIB8 MITTEN’S STORY. 


BT JULIA M. THATBR, AMANUBN8I8. 

My name is Miss Mitten. I’m a kitten. 1 
could talk a great deal better in tbe mew wevr 
language, but Uncle Tom says commoc 
people don’t understand that—none but 
Polly. 

Polly Rose Is a little girl. She belongs to 
me, and comes always generally pretty often, 
when I call her, and feeds me out of one of 
Mary Ann’s China dishes, and plays with 
me. 

Mary Ann Is—well—she’s awful fbnnyt 
Always sUiring right in front of her, and her 
back Is as stiff as a poker, and she wouldn’t 
lift a finger to help herself, no, not if the 
sky woe falling. It’s ray opinion—and I’m 
a kitten—but come close, so (hat she can’t 
hear; I don’t wont to hurt her feeliiigii, if 
she fuim't got any; it’s my opinion Mary Ann 
is what they call thoddy —all over. 

Uncle Tom is a genius in his way. He Is 
president of the Cat egorical Society; and 
at their great concerts you ought to see how 
it moves all the felines when he scrapes tbe 
fiddle. He says, too, he’s very fond of rat¬ 
iocination. And “ Mittle,” says he, stroking 
bis whiskers, “ only think what it Is to have 
nine lives to live, all in a row, without stop¬ 
ping I There’s experience for yon. Como to 
me, my dear, whenever you get into trouble.” 

Pshaw I ain’t I a kitten calf 

Dear-O—mel I can’t keep eiOl enj 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



The Little Corporal Magazine. 


147 


]8ia} 

longer; where Ib the end of my tall? I 
thought I saw it flirt by a minute ago. 
Whizz, whir, there it goes! no it don’t; 
now I have it—no I haven’t; Whi-r-r, buzz, 
thump, bumpety, bump I Who would have 
thought I was going to run my coooanut 
against the chimney jamb ? Chimney jambs 
are a nuisance. 

Well, that makes me think of the time 
when I flrst saw my little girl. It was 
away off in another place. There were 
six of us, and mammy besides, all snuggled 
down in the bottom of a barrel. One day 
we saw them peeping over the top of the 
barrel at us; Polly and t’other one. Polly’s 
eyes* were so bright, and her hair so yellow, 
that Cripsey thought it was snn-up, and 
began to cry for his breakfast. But I knew 
better. I knexo U wkm Petty. 

“There they are,’’ said t’other one; “ ainH 
they the sweetest, prettiest, eunningest’’— 
but I’m not going to tell all that nonsense. 

“ To be sure they are,’’ said Polly. “ But 
how are we to get at them ?’’ 

And with that they clambered up on a pile 
of boards close by ; away went the boards, 
and down they came, ^sh crash, in the 
midst of us, and what a mesa we had of it. 
Mother Crump, and six kittens, and Polly, 
and t’other one, all in one barrel, and no 
bones broken; only I am sure, to this day, 
that I never shall live out half my nine lives. 

O, but wasn’t that a mouse the other day I 
Half as long as your arm, and twice as big 
as he was long. I chased him under the 
chairs, over the cupboard, across the table, 
round and round, up and down, half way to 
the moon and back, and just os 1 tliought I 
had him, fte wamH there I Nothing in the 
world to be seen but a little bit of a knot 
hole, no bigger’n Polly’s thumb! 

“Now was there a mouse? or wasn’t 
there ?“ says I; “ tell me quick, Uncle Tom, 
or shall have a oai-a-^paem. To think of 
whirling round and round like a bumblcskoe- 
ter with its head shot off, and all to flzzlc 
out at a knot hole.’’ 

“Compose yourself, my dear,’* said Uncle 
Tom ; “ one half the world Is amusing itself 
In the same manner, this very minute.’’ 

O, but didn’t I watch the knot hole after 
that! Watched it till I fairly grew fast to 
the floor. Upon my life I couldn’t get away 
till Polly came and fetched me. Polly 
shrieked, she did. 

“ Oh I pitch, tar, turpentine, and lumber,’’ 
she said; “if you aren’t all glued fast to 
the dirty pine board. You sweety, tweety, 
pitty, witty, kitty you.’’ 

And then she dressed me up in my scarlet 


flannel jacket, and white petticoat, and high- 
crown, muslin cap, with the blue ribbons: 
and set the little tabic nil out with Mary 
Ann’s china dishes, and put me in Mary Ann’h 
chair, and said her “dear, little, old Granny 
Crump ahoutd have a cui) of tea, so she 
should.’’ Mary Ann W'as dreadfully jealous. 

THE PET. 

BY AUCE ROBIUNS. 

I'm the pet, 

Not six. yet, ^ 

Carls of auburn, eyes of jet; 

See me hop; 

That’s my top; 

My name.’s Tadtiy—don’t forget I 
Here's my salt. 

That’s my boot, 

'Most a man’s size, only smaller 1 
Here's my hntr— 

Just beat that I 

Have a high one, when I'ra taller. 

This is Flo— 

Girl I know; 

Not as old os mo—not qnite; 

Sometimes 1 
Make her cry, 

Iben I'm sorry. She won't light. 

I’ve a horse, 

Bocks, of coarse; 

Fk) and I ride every day ; 

When I grow 
Woy np, so 1 

I won’t have a horse for play. 

Bee my spaniel; 

His name's Daniel, 

'Thongh for shor. I call him Dan. 

I’ve a sled 
In the shed, 

Goes as swift as ever she can I 
Say, it’s nice. 

Snow and ice I 

Flo and I like winter weather; 

Wall n while. 

Const a mile, 

Then tag up the hill together. 

Cousin Jim, 

(See, that's him,) 

Plays Croquet wi h Tilly Clem ; 

He's 90 queer 1 
Say, next year. 

They'll be married, both of ’em. 

Don't yon tell; 

There’s the bell I 
That means chicken. Jelly, rice; 

Stop that play. 

Old croquet 1 
Dinner is so jolly nice ! 

Here’s iiiamma, 

Tlierc’s papa! 

1 must fly a kiss lo get I 
There's no other 
' Bister, brother; 

Only Taddy—he’s the pctl 
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COCHINEAL. 

BY ALFRED L. SEWELL. 


Did you ever see a Mexican silver dollar? 
When I was u small buy, about twenty-flve 
years ago, more than half the money 1 used 
to sec in Ohio, was Mexican and Spanish sil¬ 
ver coin. The Mexican dollars, half-dollars, 
quarters, “levies,” aud “ fipenny-bits,” all 
t)ore on one side, in relief, a ferocious-look- 
ini; eagle, who rested with one foot on a 
eaetiis plant, with leaves similar to those in 
the above picture, while with the other claw 
and his beak, he held aloft a writhing ser- 
l»eut. This was, and is, the Mexican coat of 
arms. 

I remember that in my father’s garden 
urew a prickly-pear plant, and it looked just 
like the cactus ])lant on the Mexican dollar. 
Well, I did not know, then, as I have since 
learned, what an important part this ineau, 


homely-looking prickly pear plays in the 
world; and I have given you this picture, 
so that I may make you understand more 
clearly what I want to tell you about Co^i- 
iteal. Do you know what cochineal is? It 
is, in trade, a coloring matter. Dyers color 
silks, ribbons, and velvets, and the linest 
woolen and cotton goods with it. Nothimr 
else in the world produces so fine a crimson 
color. Mixed with other drugs, it give.-i us 
the most beautiful scarlet, salmon, different 
shades of red and pink, violet, purple, lake, 
lilac, and other tints. It is invaluable to the 
painter. That delightful water color that 
you saw at the Art Gallery, could not have 
been produced without cochineal. The roses 
in that picture owed their blush to it. Tlie 
pinks aud fuschius, and all those bright, 
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little, sunshiny flowers, so nearly imitating 
nature, could not have been so delicately 
colored with anything else than carmine, 
made from cochineal. 

And then that fashionably-dressed lady 
you saw there—^the artlflcial flowers in her 
hat owed their delicate pink'and red tints to 
this drug. And did you notice what a beau¬ 
tiful blush was on her cheek ? You thought 
you would like to be as beautiful as she— 
would like to have such rosy cheeks, and 
cherry-ripe lips. You did not know that all 
the color was cochineal, or carmine made 
from cochineal; and that underneath this 
paint she had a homely, yellow skin I 

And what is cochineal ? Is 11 an extract 
from this prickly pear? No. Do you see 
those little bugs crawling over the leaves in 
the picture ? Well, they are cochineal iwtectn. 
If you look at the substance as it can be 
bought from the, drug dealers in its crude 
^te, you might take the particles to be 
shriveled-up grains of some strange plant, 
and such the Europeans believed it to be for 
a long time after it was introduced as a regu¬ 
lar article of trade. 

To one species of this same Insect, the 
ancient Egyptians and Hebrews owed their 
wonderful scarlet and crimson dyes. This 
species, called “kermes” (ho^ce the name 
carmine), was used until the invasion of 
Mexico by the Spaniards, wheri Cortes and 
his followers found the Insect w'hich we here 
show our readers. It is a native of that 
country, and was at that time in common 
use as a dye among the native Mexicans. 
Since that time its use has spread more and 
m'ore all over the w’orld, until it has entirely 
superceded the old “ kermes,” so that that 
ha.s not been used for nearly two centuries. 

This ugly little bug has brought more 
wealth to Mexico than all her gold and sil¬ 
ver mines combined. Great efforts have 
been made to introduce its culture into 
other countries, but with small results, ex¬ 
cept in Java, the Canary Islands, and Brazil. 
And the amounts obtained from these places 
are very small when compared with what 
comes from its native home. 

Though the cochineal insect thrives in 
Mexico in a wild state, feeding upon most of 
the species of wild cacti that grow so plenti¬ 
fully in that country, and though much is thus 
gathered and carried to market, yet the best 
and flnest, and therefore the most valuable 
kinds, are cultivated in regular plantations. 

Only female bugs are shown in our engrav¬ 
ing, at about life size, and they only are 
valuable for their coloring matter. The 
m^e, only, has wings. He is very much 


smaller than the female, and exists only in 
the proportion of one male to one or two 
hundred females. 

The plant on which they live is called the 
nopal; by some, the Indian flg tree. Its 
botanical name is Caettu opuntia^ or prickly 
pear. The plants are very easily grown in 
gravelly, sandy soil. The Mexican Indians 
plant them in great flolds, like our nurseries, 
near their habitations, and call them “ nopa- 
leries.’* The only food the Insect has is the 
juice of this plant. 

ANout the middle of October, which is the 
beginning of the flne season, the cultivators 
take out the insects from the covered places 
where they have been kept for safety during 
the rainy season, and distribute them upon 
the nopals. They then increase very rapidly, 
until they soon cover the plants so that often 
there is scarcely left a vacant place large 
enough to put down the end of one’s Anger. 
When the young bugs are full grown, they 
are gathered into earthen pots or bags and 
killed, either,by dipping them in hot water, 
or exposing them to the heat of the sun or 
the Are. Tltey are then dried in the snn and 
sent to market. 

As the insect attains its maturity, deposits 
its eggs, and dies, all within the space of two 
months, it is seen that several generations 
arc produced in a single year^ 

Some idea may be gained of the numl>er 
of bugs killed for the benefit of the world, 
when I tell you that it requires about 70,000 
to weigh a pound, and that England alone 
imported, in the year 1865, the enormou^ 
quantity of 8,181,184 pounds, worth then 
something near $1.26 per lb. The United 
States imported, in 1867, over half a million 
pounds. 

So you see that the coral Insect is not the 
only wonderftil and useful Insect in the 
world. There are many other interesting 
things I would like to tell you about these 
useful cochineal bugs, but my space is full. 


At The Little Corporal’s home, there 
are two little boys, named respectively Fred 
and Frank. They both go to the kindergar¬ 
ten, and, as a matter of course, are both 
learning to observe and think for themselves. 
Frank, who is just four years old, came to 
me the other day, and, while his eyes glis¬ 
tened very brightly, said, “Papa, what do 
you think Frankie Berry said, to-day ? He 
said the sky was falling down.’’ “Well,” 
said I, “ that was a funny thing for him to 
say. “Yes,’’ exclaimed Frank, “but the 
sky couldn’t fall, could it! ’cause if it did the 
angeU xoould all tumble out! wouldn’t they ?” 
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THE UNWILLING BUFFALO. 

BY JAMEii YOUNG. 

Upon the plains, near the head waters of 
the Platte, there was a vast herd of buffalo, 
who roamed about together, summer and 
winter, and cropped the prairie grass, wher¬ 
ever It was fresh and green. There were old 
bulls in the herd, that were patriachs, and 
led the rest, and cows that w’ere mostly 
mothers, and had young calves to take care 
of. They were all like one family, and the 
only great trouble which they knew, was 
that the prairie wolves assaulted them 
whenever they had a chance, and wher¬ 
ever they could discover a sick buffalo, or a 
calf which had strayed from its mother, and 
was too young to take care of itself. 

As a rule the old buffalos were very atten¬ 
tive and brave, and drove away the wolves 
when they assaulted any of their number. 
This they did by pushing and goring them 
with their horns, when the wolves were few, 
and when attacked by a large drove they 
formed tli^^selves in a circle, with their 
heads and horns sticking outside, while the 
sick, and the young buffaloes, were kept in¬ 
side, safe from harm. The wolves, therefore, 
found nothing but a ring of manes and horns 
opposed to them, and were obliged to give 
up the chase. The wolves were thus disap¬ 
pointed and fled, after which the young buf¬ 
falos wxre let out again, and the old bulls 
still kept guard, as they browsed along the 
plains. 8o that, by one method or another, 
the wolves were generally kept at bay, al¬ 
though the constant watch required to be 
kept up, cost the old bulls some trouble. 

One day a morose old bull said to himself, 
“ What a trouble all this watching is. Now*, 
if I were to leave the herd, I could have the 
browsing nil to myself, and escape the ever¬ 
lasting trouble of looking after the young in 
the herd, besides fighting their battles for 
them. Besides,” he soliloquized, “there 
are pleuty to w atch and fight wlth(mt me.” 

Accordingly, this old bull, who was the 
most troublesome in the herd, always kicking 
those who came near hb pasturage, took 
himself off, one moonlight night, npon a 
jouniey of exploration. 

lie trotted at first quickly, in order to get 
out of hearing and reach, but, by the time 
that he had gone nine miles, he slackened 
his speed somewhat. Then it was that he 
heard, with alarm, the cry of wolves in the 
distance. As he soon learned to his sorrow, 
they came from a large pack upon a hunting 
c.v]>edition. In vain the buffalo attempted 


to hide himself in a clump of pine trees 
hard by, as the wovles dashed out from 
among the trees, and gave chase, bowl¬ 
ing at the top of their voices, and licking 
their hungry chops. 

Tired as he was, the poor buffalo sot off at 
ftill gallop; but his pursuers were many, and 
relieved one another at intervals, so that he 
had no chance, and was soon wearied out. 
He defended himself for some time, as best 
he could, against the numbers that beset 
him, by striking at the foremost wolf, now 
and then, with his horns; but it all proved 
of no avail, as another wolf was always ready 
to take the place of the wounded one. 

“ Alas I” said the buffalo, “ were I with 
my friends they could defend me. How 
gladly I would now take my share of the 
burdens of the herd, to reap the benefit of 
its protection.” 

But it was too late, for the wolves fostened 
upon his throat and flanks, and in a few 
minutes more he was pulled to pieces and 
devoured. __ 

A TRUE STORY. 

BY THOMAS K. BBBOHSR. 

In the field back of my house, and up the 
hill, are two nice springs. From one I draw 
water to my house through pipes, while 
the water from the other goes to my 
bam, and my neighbor’s house. The water 
runs very swiftly, because it is running down 
hill. It is far easier to run down hill than It is 
to run up. 

The pipe enters this spring, not at the top 
of the water, nor at the bottom either. If 
it were at the top, the scum would get into 
the pipe, and a floating bug now and then. 
If it were at the bottom, dregs and sediment 
would get in. So the pipe goes in about six 
inches below the top of the water. 

When we are drawing water at the bam 
for the horses, and my neighbor draws water 
at the same time for her washing day, the 
pipe sucks at a great rate. But It draws in 
nothing but pure water, if all floating things 
keep at the top, and all heavy things lie stiU 
at the bottom. Now for my story. 

One morning there was a gay young frog 
about as big as half roy thumb—too big for 
a tadpole, too finall for a wise frog. He 
could go just where he pleased. He did not 
have to float with the bugs, for he knew how 
to dive. He did not have to stay at the bot 
tom with the dregs, for he knew how to 
swim. So he kicked out his little hind legs 
and swam all round the spring, dohig very 
much as he plcastni. 
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One day he saw the little round black hole 
of the pipe, where the water was running in 
quite freely. He wondered where it led to. 
He put his nose in and felt the water pull, 
and was a little scared and backed out. But 
it was such a funny feeling to be sucked that 
way; it felt kind of good round his nose, 
and he s#am up, and looked in again. He 
went in as much as half an inch, and then 
the water got behind him and he was 
drawn all In. “ITere goe^P'* said he. “/ 
Mhall see iphat I shall, see /** And along he went 
with the water, till he came to where the 
pipe makes a bend for my barn—a sharp 
bend, straight up. As the water was quiet 
there, be gave a little kick and got up into 
a still, dark place, close by the barrel where 
the horse drinks. “ Well,” said he, “ it's a 
■nug place here, but rather lonely and dark.” 

Now and th(‘n he thought of the spring, 
and the light, and the splendid room he used 
to have to swim In, and he tried to swim 
back against the stream. But the water was 
on him, or running by him swlltly, and he 
hod no room to kick in the pipe. 8o every 
time he started to go back to the spring be 
would work hard for a few minutes, and then 
get tired and slip back into the dark place 
by the barrel. 

By and by he grew contented there. The 
water brought him enough to eat. He shut 
his eyes and grew stupid, stopped exercising 
and got fat, and as he had no room to grow 
very big in the pipe, he had to grow all long, 
and no broad. But he grew as big as he 
could, till at last he stopped up the pipe. 

Then I had to go out and see what was the 
matter, for the horse had nothing to drink. 

I jerked away the barrel, pulled out the 
little ping and put a ramrod down; felt a 
springy, leathery, something, and pushing, 
down it went, and out gushed the water. 
” What OMS that P' I thought. 8o I pulled 
out the big plug, and put down an iron ram¬ 
rod and churned it two or three times, and 
then let the water run, and out came a great, 
long, red and white, and bleeding frog. 

I couldn't put him together again. Any¬ 
thing that gets sucked into that pipe and 
grows up In those dark places, has to come 
opt dead, and all in pieces. I wondered how 
such a big frog could ever have got into so 
small a pipe. Then a wise lady in my 
house told me, “ Wliy, he went in when he 
was little and foolish, and grew up in there!” 

I cannot get that poor frog ont of iny 
mind. He was so like some young folks that 
I have seen. They frolicked up to the door 
of a theatre, or they stood and looked into 
abar room, or they just wanted to go to one 


ball, or got out behind the bam to smoke a 
pipe, or went off sleigbriding with some 
gay young man without asking leave—or 
some way put their foolish noses into a dark 
hole that felt funny, and led, they didn't 
know where. Pretty soon, in they go. 
When they want to get back, they can't; and 
they grow bigger, and wickeder, and all out 
of shape in that dark place. If they come 
out at last, they are all jammed np, knocked 
to pieces, sick, or dying, or dead. When 
I see them In their coffins, I bear folks ask, 
“ How came he to throw himself away so ?” 

What made him drink himself to death ?” 
** How happeiu'd she to go oflf to infamy?” 
” How came he to be a gambler?” 

Then I shall answer as the wise lady told 
me about the frog. ” They went In when 
they were little and foolish, and grew up 
there.” A bad habit hugs a man tighter, and 
jams him out of shape worse than my pipes 
did that poor frog. 


THE KATYDIDS. 

Dear Oorporal: Our tree-top concert troupe 
have almost finished their engagement for 
the season, and will soon vanish to parts un¬ 
known, and while their shrill solos and noisy 
choruses are still fresh in my memory, I pro¬ 
pose to give you some items in the history of 
two or three of the principal performers. You 
will understand that I am not now referring 
to the vocalists—the birds—but to the in¬ 
strument musicians, the cicadas, katydids, 
grasshoppers, etc. 

Dame nature, who always has the manage¬ 
ment of these summer night entertainments, 
spared neither time nor expense in appro¬ 
priately fitting up her “green rooms” for' 
the reception of the little musicians, who, on 
their part, have done full justice to her pre- 
parations, both as regards numbers and ex¬ 
cellence of practice. ^ 

The concerts began here about the last of 
June; the overture being a grand kettle 
drum performance by the “ big-headed cica¬ 
da,” or harvest fly. This insect Is first 
cousin to the seventeen-year cicada, or locust 
—#hlch you will remember appeared in so 
many parts of the country two years ago— 
and bears a very general resemblance to the 
letter. The harvest fly has undoubtedly the 
loudest, most piercing note of any insect. 
It can be heard, it is said, distinctly at the 
distance of a mile, while close at hand, the 
vibrations are so rapid as to be quite deaf- 
ening. 

Next to the cicada, in point of time, but 
leading it in interest, are the various Imty- 
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dids, which be^n to sing, or rather play, 
about the middle of July, in this latitude. 
Of these, the concave-winged, or true katy¬ 
did, {PlaipphyUtmi concavum)^ is the real “ Ole 
Bull ” ol the insect world ; and what is more, 
it, too, plays upon an instrument very simi¬ 
lar in principle to the violin, though, of 
course, widely different in construction. 

The katydid is hatched during the latter 
part of May, from a brownish gray, oval, 
flattened egg, from sixteen to twenty of 
which are deposited on a slender twig of 
some forest tree, generally. The eggs are 
arranged in a double row, with the edges 
neatly overlapping, and so finely glued to 
the stem that neither wind nor rain can 
detach them. 

Although the egg is scarcely an eighth of 
an inch in length, the little katydid, as soon 
as it is well out of its shell, measures nearly 
or quite an inch, from its last pair of feet to 
to the tips of its antennae. It is now in its 
larva state, and it differs but slightly from 
the perfect insect, excepting in size and the 
absence of wings. (The Orthoplera —the or¬ 
der in which the katydid belongs—never 
undergo such complete and wonderful trans¬ 
formations as characterize the development 
of butterflies, beetles, flies, etc.) 

The katydid feeds readily upon the leaves 
of most fruit and forest trees, and is very 
active in providing for itself from the first. 
When confined in the breeding cage and 
carefully observed, it is found to have many 
exceedingly interesting and amusing habita, 
among which may be mentioned its frequent 
washing or brushing of its body, legs, and 
antennae. Its motions during this cleansing 
process are very similar to those of a cat 
washing herself, passing its forelegs over its 
face, and biting and polishing its legs and 
feet in precisely the same manner. It seems 
to take an especial pride in its long, graceful 
antennae, drawing them through its jaws, 
and the two pair of little feelers that are at¬ 
tached to either lip, again and again with 
the greatest satisfaction, just as a maiden 
sometimes toys with her long, bright tresses. 

The katydid changes its skin four times; 
first, just as it leaves the egg ; second, about 
two weeks later. At the third change— 
rather more than four weeks from the time 
of hatching—it assumes the pupa form, but 
in this state—unlike those insects of which I 
have told you before—it is full as active and 
hungry as ever, and is changed in no partic¬ 
ular, save that it now has small wing-cases 
just back of its broad collar] which looks 
like tiny fans, partly furled. 

Early in July, it casts its pupa skin, and 


comes forth the perfect insect. It is now 
provided with a pair of large, rounded, leaf- 
like wings, under which are another pair, 
much wider and delicately transparent, which 
are used in flying. The whole insect is a 
green color, tinged with yellow beneath, and 
with the lower portion of each antennw red. 
It resembles the leaves among which it 
dwells so closely that it is not readily seen, 
unless the observer is quite near to it. 

Herewith is a very correct representatioB 
of it, which Mr. Riley, editor of the Ameri¬ 
can Entomologigty has kindly allowed me to 
use for your benefit. 



With its full wings the male katydid edmes 
into full possession of its musical apparatus, 
which consists of two oval, transparent 
plates, called taborcts, overlapping each 
other. These plates are situated on the 
back, in the bases of the upper wings, and 
the music is made by the surfaces or edges 
grating together when the wings are opened 
and then slowly closed again. The sounds 
produced arc so distinctly articulated that it 
is no matter for wonder that words should 
have been set to them ; but whose imagina¬ 
tion it'was that first attached to them the 
mysterious accusation and contradiction so 
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stimulating to our curiosity, will probably 
never be known. Poets have frequently, in 
beautiful verse, attempted to tell ns all 
about “ katy ” and that particular deed of 
her’B which is the subject of this insect con¬ 
troversy ; but, though we are delighted with 
the i)oetry, we cannot help feeling that the 
puzzle is as profound as before ; and still the 
“Katy did->8he did—she did,” or “Katy 
didn’t—Katy didn’t,” rings out upon the 
night air as If to tempt us to guess again 
what it is all about. 

The katydid “ sings ” very nicely for about 
a month, after which the choruses become 
fainter, and after the middle of September, 
we can only hear a few scattering notes, 
sounding hoarsely, and greatly lacking the 
energy and joyousness which characterized 
them at first. It is probable that in the 
woods this interesting Insect dies with the 
leaf; but when kept in the cage, and well 
provided with food, its life may be very much 
prolonged. 

There Is also another katydid, tlie oblong¬ 
winged {PhyUopetra oblongifdUi), which is 
very similar in its habits to, and more grace¬ 
ful in form, than the one I have just describ¬ 
ed, but its note is not so conspicuous, con¬ 
sisting, as It does, of only a series of shrill, 
rapid “clicks” by the male, answered in- 
staitly by a ‘{chirrup” f^^om the female. 
The history of this “ katy ” is essentially the 
same as the one we have just been over. 

There is a smaller and slenderer insect 
{Phaneroplera curoicordn\ belonging to the 
family, which I have observed with much in¬ 
terest this summer, but my notes upon it 
would make this letter altogether too long. 
Its “song” is a delicate little thrill, sound¬ 
ing as much like a “zeep, zeep,” as any¬ 
thing, and not loud enough to be very 
noticeable. 

There are numbers of other Insect musi¬ 
cians which deserve a mention, but if I were 
so much as to write out their names here, it 
would so lengthen out my letter that you 
would not have courage even to begin to 
read it. Marie Estelle. 

Kirkwood, Mo., October, 1870. 


TRUE MANLINESS. 

BT ALTA OBANT. 

One Wednesday evening, as we came out 
of the little cliapel where our prayer meet¬ 
ings were held, we found the steps covered 
with sleet; and I saw that old Mother 
Rogers could with difficulty keep from fall¬ 
ing. Chancing to be near her, I was about 


to offer my help, when a lad in the crowd 
sprang forward and gave her his arm Had 
the dear old lady been the Queen of Sheba, 
he could not have shown more respectful 
care. Everyone who saw it loved him for it; 
and, as I thought of the mother, whose 
gentle eyes had been closed for many a month, 
I was sure that up in heaven she was proud 
of her boy that night. 

Years have passed, and the youth has be¬ 
come a man, a strong, helpful, loving man, 
to whom little children look for sympathy, 
and on whom the old lean for strength ; and 
w'henever I hear hie name, I remember that 
gentle act, which, I think, will sometime be 
found recorded in the angel’s book. 


CHESTNUTTING. 

BT MRS. BXILT HtJNTINOTON wiT.T.ra 

We waked in the dneky morning, 

Ronald, and Rose, and I, 

When the grass was crisp In the meadows. 
And the stars were still in the sky; 

And whispering softly together. 

We crept down the creaking stair. 

For we knew how the gusty weafiier 
Was shaking the chestnuts bare. 

The baskets hung by the chimney. 

Little and big, in a row ; 

“ITl take the biggest,” said Ronald, 

“ For boys are strong, yon know; 

I can climb a tree like a squirrel. 

And gather the ripest and best; 

I can carry them home on my shoulder. 
And never once stop to rest.” 

Hurrah! how the wind was blowing, 

Fresh, and frosty, and keen. 

As we ran with a shout through the fkllows. 
And the fields of stubble between; 

We crossed the brook by the meadow. 

We climbed the hill by the wood. 

And there, in the brightening morning. 
The ranks of the chestnuts stood. 

O, ho I the gnarly old giants ! 

We called them goblins of old ; 

The nuts were their precious jewels, 

The leaves were the yellow gold. 

We plundered the prickly caskets. 
Unlocked by the-ifSiry frost. 

And laughed as we heaped our baskets 
With treasiffes the goblins lost. 

We have all grown old together, 

Ronald, and Rose, and I, 

Yet oft in the autumn weather. 

When the dawn is faint in the sky, 

I start from my quiet dreaming. 

And think I can hear it still. 

The sound of the chestnuts dropping 
Far up on the windy hill. 
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OUR BOYS. 

The drenm of every boy, and especially 
of every poor boy, is “ When I am a man.** 
There are croakers everywhere, who are 
always ready to say, “ Ah! boy, your dreams 
are Yaln; yonr golden days are now; you 
will never be so happy as while you are a 
boy !** Don't beliei^ them, hoys. There is a 
beautiful, golden drcai^land, full of grand 
possibilities—dreamland now, but all to be 
real to you by and by—that land is manhood. 
It is well for you to dream of When I am 
a man.** But be sure to remember that when 
any boy, be he poor or rich, wastea his time 
in dreaming, and falls to prepare for manhood, 
he is standing in his own light, and will be 
certain to have to suffer for his failure. 

One of the pleasures in the life of the 
Editor of The Little Corporal, is the fact 
that so many good, earnest, hopefhl, and 
aspiring, and often poor boys, in many places 
In the Union, have, from time to time, writ¬ 
ten to him for counsel. Some have come to 
us with matters that few boys would carry 
to their own fathers, and we have afterwards 
received from them warm, hearty letters of 
thanks for the advice sent them in reply. 
Now, we by no means set up as a Solon, or a 
sage; but w'e know, by experience, some of 
the trials of a boy, who, with neither money 
or influential friends, has to flght his own 
way to the golden land of manhood. We 
know, by experience, about the difficulties, 
trials, and perplexeties, that lie all along the 
thorny road. We know, by experience, 
what it Is for a boy of fourteen to be throMm 
entirely upon his own resources, with no 
hope of ever obtaining a dollar or a favor 
in the world, except by the favor of God, 
and “ by squarely earning it.** We know 
what it means to **work at a trade** for 
three years, for board and thirty dollars for 
the first year, forty dollars for the second, and 


fifty dollars for the third year; in all, one 
hundred aud tw enty dollars for clothing and 
spending money, for three long years. We 
have not forgotten, and we have no desire 
to forget, the rough road from fourteen t# 
twenty-one, and if any words or acts of ours 
can help to make smooth or more pleasant 
the same path for other poor and aspiring 
boys, we are fully repaid. 

Where there are hundreds of boys whose 
boyish days are golden and joyous, and full 
of happiness and case, there are thousands 
to whom the path of boyhood is a rough 
and rocky road, full of toil, trials and temp¬ 
tations. Many stumble and fall in the way. 
Many yearn for some one to give them just 
a little help. Just a little good counsel, just a 
few kind words of encouragement; having 
these reinforcements they conquer, when 
without them they would fall. Thousands of 
brave boys are to-day fighting single handed 
a more terrible battle than Napoleon ever 
knew; while every one of them, whether 
poor or rich, is all the time looking forward 
Into his glorious dreamland, and saying, 
“ When I am a man.*’ 

Work on, boys; fight on. Manhood Is 
worth working for. It Is worth waiting for. 
It is w orth preparing for. See that yon do 
prepare for it. We propose, ^n onr coming 
volume, to try to help you find out honn. 


Can Your Father Say it? —On another 
page, in this magazine, we print a beautiful 
poem entitled ** My Grandpa.** The author 
is an old gentleman—one of the old temper¬ 
ance “ war horses.** In a letter lately writ¬ 
ten to the editor of The Little Corporal, 
he says: ** I have four sons living, all men, 
all total abstainers frOln intoxicating liquors, 
and tobacco, and aJd togeiher they have never 
cost me an hour of eorrow, God be thanked.** 
Ah 1 well may the old man say, ** God be 
thanked.** And isn*t that a glorious thing 
for a father of four sons to be able to say ? 
Happy lather I happy sons! Boys, can your 
lathers say that ? Girls, can your mothers 
say it ? Make it a true saying in your case, 
from this day. 


Write for tSib School Fbbtival.— We 
respectfully invite all our friends to send 
contributions for The Festival ; dialogues, 
recitations, exercises of all kinds for Day- 
school or Sabbath-school entertainments. 
Everything must be wide awake, first class, 
and full of life. Please let everything for 
the January number reach us by the eighth 
of November, at latest, and as much earlier 
as possible. 
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CALIFORNIA GKAPEt?. 

They an; not “sour grapes,” we can aa- 
gore you. In the Chicago market, grapes 
and pears of various kinds, direct from Cali¬ 
fornia, are very plentiful now. They are 
sent through on the Pacific Railroad, arfd 
even after their long journey, are more 
luscious than any of our home grown fruits. 

But we do not Intend here to write much 
about them. We only want to give you a 
Httle extract from “Notes of California 
Life,” by Rev. James Ella, D.D., In Our 
Monthly^ the solid and substantial Cincinnati 
magazine. It sounds like a regular Mun- 
chausen story, but we believe it is strictly 
true; 

“ On the mountain side, a few miles from 
the odd yet beautiful village of Santa Bar¬ 
bara, is the largest grape vine in the world. 
The main trunk has been permitted to grow 
about eight feet high, and is fifteen inches in 
diameter. The branches are conducted olf 
laterally more than eighty feet in one direc¬ 
tion, and thirty in another, and are supported 
by poles, which lie on forked sticks set in the 
^rth, giving the whole the appearance of a 
Ban van tree, and affording delightful shade, 
while he who enjoys it is astonished by the 
fact that a single vine supplies it all. The 
^lyyear I have known the product of this 
vine to be accurately ascertained, it was 
somewhat more than six tons of grapes, of 
the ordinary California, or mission variety 
and from the wealth of clusters which I saw 
banging above me when I visited the place, 

I should not think there was any error in the 
amount. Between seventy and eighty years 
^,aSpaniBh girl,whose mustang was refrac¬ 
tory, and who was in haste to reach her 
home, broke a switch from a vino by the 
roadside with which to assort her mastery of 
animal; and having accomplished her 
^ject, and used it with such vigor as Spanish 
prls on horseback are wont to display, till 
•he arrived at her home, she carelessly stuck 
It down in the moist ground near a spring by 
the door, and forgo, that it was there. That 
little switch has grown to become this 
wgwt, and, in some respects, most wonder- 
rui vine in the world. Could there be a 
more posiUve Ulustratiem of the truth, that 
of^n Stonge and unexpected results come 
from beginnings the most unprom- 


I>o*ORTANT Notice.— When you change 
your residence, or for any other reason want 
your magazine sent to a different post oflace, 
be sure to send your old addrew, as well as 
your new one. If you fail to do this, we 
oeoDot find your name, and cannot change 
your address. Your magazine will continue 
to go to the old post office until your time is 
oot, unless you remember the above im¬ 
portant item. 


The School Festival. 

We desire to call special attention to Thb 
School Festival. The last number for 
1870 is issued. The four n umbers for this yea r 
have been, we think, very rich in matter for 
School Entertainments, Exhibitions, Festi¬ 
vals, etc. They have contained valuable 
Exercises for both the Day School and Sun 
day School. 

The Publication has been highly appreei- 
ated, and has gained a good circulation, both 
in the East and West. 

We can now offer the volume for 1870 
in paper covers, by mail, post paid, for fifty 
cents. 

The new volume for 1871 will begin with 
the January number, which we will endeav¬ 
or to have ready early in December, so as to 
be available for Christmas. 

Let all our friends take an interest in The 
School Festival. The price is low, and 
you will find it a very valuable help in all 
matters relating to Sunday School and Day 
School Entertainments. 

Price 50 cts. a year, or in club with The 
Corporal, we send the two magazines for 
$1.80. 

BOOK NOTICES. 

WORK-DAY CHRISTIANITY; or, The Gospel 
in the Trades. By Alexander Clark. 800 
pa^s, 13mo. Published by Claxton, Remsen 
& Haffelflnger, Philadelphia; Western News 
Co., Chicago. 

A pleasant book, prettily printed on tinted 
paper, and worth the price, $1.60. 

THE INDEPENDENT FIRST READER, con- 
uining the most valuable features of theWord 
System, Object Lessons and Phonetics; and 
choice tales, fables, etc., in monosyllables. 
By J. Madison Watson. Published by A. 8. 
Barnes A Co., New York and Chicago. 

Tmbshaw & Miller, of New York, send us a 
beantifhl photographic copy of the LORD’S 
PRAYER PICTURE, published by them. Price 
$3.00. 

TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY. 

(8** PaOX 158 THIS Nuxbxb.) 

Krmr’s Temptation.— Kitty was in the bamyaitL 
ud uw the man milking down the soft, white milk! 

“ I wish I h^ soine of that,” said Kitty to lierselL So 
she followed to the bouse, looking wishfully at the 
dripping palls. But the dairymaid did not allow cats 
to come Into the milk room. Kttty said, aa well as 
slie could, ”1 would like a little o! that, if you please.” 
But tlie ralUcmaid was thinking of Mtmebody eUe. ” I 
of that,” she said again. So she 
in at the wln^w; and there stood a pitcher 
with nice miiij |n u. ^Itty put her bead In the pltch- 
^ ^ Pretty soon she heard a 

noise. like some one coming. She sprang, and hy 
good luck, sprang out of the window. But she said. 
”0 dear, what shall I do?” For she could not pull 
e everything looked 

dreadful. So the boys chased her, and hoot- 
^ and laMhtod; and she ran on. until she ftjll plump 
Into the brook, where it was deep. But It was too 
- The nltcher was heavy, and 

so both sank down to the bottom, and kitty was 
drowned. A C. 

ANSWEH TO AO. 18, OC TO HE It AVMBETt. 

in Obm‘vrUu.—\, Uisiniirk; ’* l)U|)unt; 3, 
Sherman; I. Lyon; 5, .Mead; 6, Porter. 
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Prndy has a nexc pocket ! Guesi what it ie 
made of, girls and boys; though, after all, I sup¬ 
pose she herself will have to tell you. It is made 
of a coffee nut, is smooth and brown and shin¬ 
ing, and holds about half a tliimbleful. It came 
from a little girl in Fredonia, Iowa, and is the 
work of her own hands. Prudy has fastened it 
to her watch chain, and there it hangs this very 
minute, by the side of a red cornelian from Min¬ 
nehaha Falls, bobbing about in a sociable way, 
as if the two were talking over their adventures. 

GroM Valley. Cal. “ Dear Corporal .* I am as 
happy as I can be, for at last 1 have a dollar to 
send you, and now every month I can look at 

f our br^ht face, and read your beautiful stories. 

am a California boy, and my little brother and 
I want to erow’ up to be as good and brave as we 
think you are.” 

Hancock. N. T. “I live in old Delaware 
county, among mountains so high that yon have 
to look twice to see the top. My father prints a 
aper, and we have lots of magazines, but I 
now which I like the best of all. Long may 
The Littlb Corporal wave.” 


Plynwuth. N. C. ” Dear Mies Prudy : I have 
found a name sweet enough for the sweetest baby 
in the world, and think it will just suit Hattie. 
The name is ‘ Molasses T She can call it Molly, 
‘for short.’ ” 

Richland. Mich. “ Dear UtUe Prudy : For I 
think yon must be little, from your picture I 
have only Just begun to read The Little Corpo¬ 
ral, and as all the other boys and girls write to 
yon, BO will I. I save all my Corporals, and 
mamma says they will make me a nice book, 
some day. Prudy, I want to ask you something. 
I have a'great cat, named Daniel, and I expect 
to go to Kansas, pretty soon; now, would you 
take him along f 1 love him so, and I hate to 
leave him.” 

Prndy thinks the best way would be to give 
Daniel to somebody who would take good care 
of him, and find another pet in Kansas. Travel¬ 
ing is apt to disagree with cats. 

Fouxtain. Col. ” Dear Prudy : We live only 
four miles from the Rocky Mountains, and fif¬ 


teen miles from Pike’s peak. There is enow on 
Pike’s Peak all the time, and if you were here, 
you might see it snowing up there, while it is so 
green and warm here in the valley. I send you 
two little, yellow flowers that ray brother got 
out from under the snow on top of the Peak, 
last week (Aug. 31st>. There are a great many 
beautiful wild flowers here, and I will send you 
some in my next letter. Did yon ever see an 
antelope f They make very nice pets. One 
morning, when I got up early, 1 saw a little an¬ 
telope peeping down at me from the bluff." 

Prudy thinks that is an interesting letter. The 
little flowers are quite a curiosity, and a lady 
begged them for her album. 

Wauzeka. Wie. ” My father is in the telegraph 
office, and I have learned to telegraph.r-mysell, 
though I never went to school until this sum¬ 
mer. 1 have been reading the Patriot’s Song, 
and I wish I could telegraph the chorus all 
around the world. Wouldn’t it be nice !” 


Cleveland. 0. “ I thought I would write you a 
letter, Miss Prudy, and ask yon a few questions. 
My Aunt Ellen says she don't believe the chil¬ 
dren really and truly write the letters, all them¬ 
selves. She thinks they get grown-up folks to 
do it for them, or else you fix era up. Do they 
write their own letters, Prudy ? and do you put 
’em right in, without any fixing ? I am ten years 
old, myself, and I never wrote out one letter be¬ 
fore. so I suppose you will think I am not sm-art 
enough to have a place in your Pocket.” 

Sometimes “grown-up folks ’ write the let¬ 
ters, but the great majority are from the children 
themselves ; and a child’s letter Is as easily told 
by one accustomed to the business, as a genuine 
bill by an expert. Prudy doesn’t fix them up 2 ^ 
bit. She has to (^t them up, taking out only 
here and there a sentence sometimes from a 
couple of pages. 

Vermont. III. Minnie’s mamma writes to say. 
in behalf of her little girl: 

“ I like to hear my mamma read the funny 
things about Tommy. 1 should like to read 
Tot Corporal myself, but my Uncle Josie own ^ 
it, and he won’t let me have it because I tear it. 
for 1 am a very careless girl.” 

Minnie’s mamma also says: 

“ The other day, w'hen Minnie was coming 
to the house from the bam, she bt^au calling 
me; but I could not answer her for fear of wak¬ 
ing the baby. When she came in, she said, 

“ ‘ Didn’t you hear me calling you?’ 

“ ‘Yes,’ 1 said, ‘but I could not answer for 
fear of disturbing the babv.’ 

“Well,” said she, “I always answer yon 
when you call me, but you do try my patience 
the xvorfulest."' 

Pmdy’s picture gallery is growing. From 
Rome. jV. Y.. comes a nicely-written letter, 
saying, 

“ I thought I would send you my picture, as 
my father IS a photographer, and I nave a great 
manv taken. Please put my picture in yonr 
pock'et, and my letter in yonr paper.” 

- Ohio. ” The bovs and girls are all tellicff 

Pmdv about their pets, so I will tell about on-- 
dog Fido. He used to carry things off and hWe 
them. One day he took one of papa's overshoe? 
from the porch, while he was cAtlng his dinner, 
and when mamma hunted for it, Fldo followed 
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her all about. Jumping and frisking exactly as if 
he was laughing because she couldn't And it. 
At last she gave up and sat down, and then Fido 
ran behind the house and brought the shoe and 
laid it dow'n beside her. I could tell you a great 
many funny things about him, but 1 am afraid 
my letter will be too long.” 

Mary E. Bush, no address, inquires for a book 
of directions for making skeleton leaves. Phan¬ 
tom Flowers” is a very good treatise on this 
subject, and will be sent from the Corporal oflice 
on receipt of the price, $3. 

St. Marys^ -. “ I think the story about the 

mysterious door was very nice. The door was 
the mouth, and the ivory columns were the teeth, 
and the message which Amv sent Uie Prince was 
‘ Keep the door qf my mouth shut/ ” 

Was that quite right, Julia? Look in the book 
and see. 

Kau Mitery Maes. “ Isn’t Prudy an imaginary 
person?” 

By no means, Master Ed. 

Dovery N. H. ” If yon print my letter, don t 
say I am a boy, for people think boys don’t know 
how to write letters, but they do.'^ 

Prudy will be sure and not mention it. 


WhetUony lU. ” 1 have been on a long Journey 
with my father. I had a splendid time. We 
crossed Suspension Bridge, and saw Niagara 
Palls; and from there we went to Rochester 
and saw Qenesee Falls, and from there to my 
cousin's, where I found Tuk Littlb Cobpobai., 
which pleased me better than all. I did not 
expect to And it so far away from home, and I 
like it better than ever in its new dress.” 

Where are those people who think boys cannot 
write letters? 

From Grand Rapiil»y little Lottie, Ave years 
old, sent Aunt Prudy a ''pressed Aower.” 
Thank you, little Lottie. 

Dear Prudy: I have never written to you 
rn^fore. but I have taken Tub Cobporal three 
vears, and I am trying to Aght against wrong. 
I like the stories about cousin Will very much. 
Won't you please to tell me your whole name?” 

Prudy is supposed to be “ short” for Prudence. 


“ Dear Aunt Prudy: Mamma says she thinks 
YOU will let me call you Aunt. Won’t you please 
have your picture taken aud put in The Corpo¬ 
ral, so that all we children can see it. If I ever 
come to Chicago to see my uncle, I shall come 
and see you.” 

Santa OruZy Cal. “ I am only eleven years old, 
but I have got Ave premiums for The Corporal; 
Red Ridinghood, Webster's Dictionary, Esop’s 
Fables. The Heavenly Cherubs, and Grandpa's 
House. T mean to get more next year, if yon 
have new premiums.’” 

Mattie will And that the premiums are Aner 
than ever before. 

From AiexandriOy Mo., comes another name 
for the Roll of Honor. Jasper Blines sends Afty 
rents to pay for The Corporal to some poor 
child, and tells Prudy of the nice times the boys 


in Missouri have, gathering plums, going to 
school, playing base ball, and occasionally going 
out hunting. 

From Moehteitry N. F., Libbie and Ettie send 
two nice little letters. 

Monmouthy Mainp. “Last year I had The 
Nurtury. but now i am nine years old, and I have 
The Little Corporal. Ma says I have been 
promoted. I am trying to be good.” 

Edwin L. Shuey, of Dayton. O.y is thirteen 
years old, and has not been absent from school 
or tardy for three years. 

Dubuque. Iowa. “I think the Lost Author^ 
was splendid* I wish they would be in every 
number. I found out some of them, but others 
are very hard.’ 

Oaleeburghy lU. “ I have a little sister, eleven 
years old, who plays the piano very nicely. She 
composes very pretty little w altzes and marche?*. 
and when she hears a piece once, she can play a 
part, and sometimes all of It.” 

These three last letters were specially nice in 
point of penmanship. The one from Dayton be 
ing the best. 

** Dear Prudy: I will attempt to write a letter. 
I am a little girl ten years old, and my name is 
Mary. I have a good father and mother, and a 
little sister, her name is Shirley; she is two years 
old; and I have a little baby sister, four months 
old, her name is Daisy; dearest little thing ever 
was. We have a nice carriage for them to ridn 
in; I take them out quite often. We have a good 
kind granma. who lives with us; mjjr sister and 
I think so much of her. I take The Little Cor¬ 
poral— like It very much. I intend to com¬ 
mence my club early this year, aud feci assured 
I will succeed in getting a large one. I am afraid 
you will think my letter too long. 

“Good by. Mart L. Baldrihoe.’’ 

Rather long, Mary, but if you send a long club, 
that will balance It. Begin early, that's the way 
to succeed. 


Dear Prudy: I wrote von a little note last 
summer while yon were in Minnesota, but ma 
thinks it was written so poorly that you could 
not read it. I have a little cousin who once lived 
in Minnesota. When he was a baby bis dear pa 
went into the army, and died. When the wicked 
Indians came almost to the house where hi** 
mother lived, she took little Giissie and came 
home to Maine. He is now nine years old ; just 
ray age. I attend school and try to be good. 
When I get home I pick tomatoes, bring in w ood 
and do errands. I would like to play all the 
time, bat ma says I must iearn to be useful, and 
1 think she knows best. I shall look the Arst 
thing when the next number comes, to see if my 
letter is in the Pocket.” 


One of the “older people with young hearts. " 
writes fri)m Maine, 

“ We value The Little Corporal more than 
words can express and welcome its bright, 
cheery pages as sunshine to our home.” 

Harrieony 0. “ I am a little girl, twelve years 
old. I have a pleasant home, and as darling rao 
ther and sister as any In the world. I have a 
father, too—he Is a good old man, with a whitr 
beard. I had three brothers, but death look 
one away. I think The Corporal is splendid.” 
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We have received a ^eat many letter® enclos> 
ing attempts at the Vowel Gnme. Very few of 
these attempts are worthy of being printed. 
One correspondent says, My efforts ha^ e tanght 
me a very important lesson. I have learned how 
very necessary is every one of the vowels, and 
how hard It is to disp<*nee with any one of 
them.” Another one writes, “ Enclosed is my 
attempt. It answers nearly all the conditions, 
althongh the sense is rather obscure occasional¬ 
ly.” This latter correspondent describes too 
well nearly all the MSS. sent in competition. 
Oat of scores which have come to my table, I 
can publish this month only two. 

The word “ swept ” in the sentence from Jennie 


Day in our October number escaped our notice 
li was not wi hin the rule. 

VOWEL O. 

Old Tom Holbrook took too oil of arog. Too oft 
grosf floors poor Toni. Tom chops cord wood for Gor¬ 
don HoHi'ord. Gordon told Tom—“ old sot, stop soon, 
for oi sots who do not stop, Thompson soon tolls out 
of world. Go fortli, Holbrook, nor mock good 
words.” Tom soon forsook grog tor common good. 
Boon, to show proof of honor, to comport, gtKxC for 
lorn son Solomon. Tom forsook grog. Not now doth 
Tom look forlorn. Hakrt Phklfs, ConnccUout. 

76 worda—110 o’s, and no other vowel. 

VOWEL K 

We ever feel extreme feehleness, when we seek per 
feet excellence here. We well remember men evwy 
where err. Even when Elden’s evergreen trees she! 
tered Eve, the serpent crept there. Yet, when tempt¬ 
ed—when cheerlessness depresses—w hen helplessness 
letters—when we seem deserted, then w’e renrember 
Bethlehem: we beseech the Redeemers’s help. We 
ever need the rest the blessed expect. 

M. Gadd, IlllDOta. 

59 words—118 e's and no other vowel. 


ALPHABET SENTENCE. 

E. K. sends the following alphabet sentence, 
which is shorter than Bbmchie T. King's, con¬ 
taining only twenty-six letters. Others equally 
good came too late, but this one takes prece¬ 
dence, as to time. 

D. V. Pike flung J.. Q. Schwartz my box. 

This answers the condition named, and 
secures the offered prize, but it is not entirely 
satisfactory. What w*e want, and should have, 
is a sentence containing all the twenty-six 
letters, and no abbreviations. The one prize offer¬ 
ed is awarded to E. K., and we now continne to 
offer a like prize, a full file of Thf. Little Cor¬ 
poral from the beginning, July, 1885. to Decem¬ 
ber, 1870, for an intelligent English sentence, 
containing all the letters of the alphabet, (none 
being repeated), twenty-six letters, and no abbre¬ 
viations. The first irood sentence received, 
answering these conditions, will take the prize. 
The task. W’e arc sure, is a hard one; but may it 
not be accomplished f 


No. 19.—A PICTURE STORY.— Kitty’s Temptation. 
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Publishers’ Department. old and new alike. 


fr All articles In *‘Tub Littlk Corporal” are 
written especially for lt« and paid for at good prices. 
Though copyrighted, oar editorial (Hcnds may copy 
^ Into their papers, if they will, in every case, give cre^t 
^ to The Little Corporal. This notice is inserted be- 
CHoee many articles have been copied withont credit. 


HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago. Philadelphia, New York City, or 
Boston banks are b^t for large smnsv made payable to 
the order of SE WELL A MiLLKtU 

Poet Ofllce money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county seat. In all the cities, and in many of the 
large towns. We consider tliem perfectly safe, and 
the best means of remitting (ifty dollars or less, as 
IboQsands have been sent to ns tcUhotU any Iohu. 

Registered letters, under the new system, are a venr 
safe means of sending small sums of money, where P. 
O. Money Orders cannot be easily obtains. Otwmw 
Oie fee as well as postage, m>ua be pni/l in 

at the office where the letter is mailed, or it 
wfll be liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 
Bay 0/14 the nUimp^ both /or pontage mat rtglntry. 
put in the money and mil the letter in the peenenee qf 
the pontmrvder^ and take hie receipt for it. Letters sent 
In this way to us are at our risk. 

Where you are mndlnKonedodaranda haf or Im, 
you may send greenbacks at our risk; where more 
than that sum is sent, either of above ways will be safe. 


THE POSTAGE on The Little Corporal is three 
cents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable qnanerly 
at the P. O. where the magazine is received. 


Two 

Months 

F reel 

To all New Snbscribers For 1871. 
Work for Clubs Now! 


All new Enbscrlbers, whose names and 
money ($1.50 each,) arc sent to us before the 
last of November will receive the Novem¬ 
ber and December numbers of 18T0 free. 
This applies to all, whether sent singly or in 
dabs. 

Let all club raisers work now for large lists. 


PLATED-WARE PREMIUMS.—We send 
to those who write for it a long list of articles 
of Silver-Plated Ware, spoons, forks, castors, 
sugar bowls, butter dishes, pitchers, and all 
other kinds of Plated Table Ware, from the 
most celebrated makers, with the lowest 
manufacturers prices attached. Those who 
desire silver-plated ware as premiums will be 
credited on our books with 45 cents for every 
subscriber sent us, at $1.60 each, and that 
amount can apply on the price of any article 
of silver ware you may select. 


In raising Clubs for The Little Cor¬ 
poral, old subscribers, renewing, count 
just the same as new names, but wc ask you, 
as a special favor, to always designate on 
your list, which are dd subscribers, and 
which are new names. Write the names, for 
instance, thus: 

John Rogers — old, 

Selbyville, Selby County, Illinois. 

Mary Welby — new, 

Boston, Suffolk County, Moss. 

Oeo^e Wayne — new, 

Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio. 

Minnie Shelby — old, 

New Orleans, Orleans County, La. 

When this is done, it aids us very much in 
entering the names on our list. So please 
don’t forget to write them after the manner 
we have shown you. 

If we paid premiums for new names only, 
or counied old names at only half, as many 
do, we could give larger premiums for small¬ 
er clubs, but It would be much harder for 
you to secure your list. Our way is easier 
for you, and, we think, just as good for us. 
Tou can make the same names count anew 
every year, so long as you can have them 
renew in your club. 


ABOUT SENDING PREMIUMS. 

As we state elsewhere, all premiums like 
Organs, Sowing Machines, and such bulky 
articles will be sent by express, directly to 
club raisers from the factories where they 
are made, the receivers paying express 
charges. All other premiums can be deliv¬ 
ered free of charge at our office in Chicago. 
All engravings and books of $5.00 and less in 
price are sent prepaid at our cost. Such 
other articles as can go by mail, will be mail¬ 
ed by us on receipt of sufficient stamps to 
prepay postage. All articles that need to go 
by express will be sent, as above, directly to 
the club raisers, who will pay the express 
charges. 

RENEW NOW t 

With our next number (December) a great 
many thousands of our subscriptions will 
expire. You can tell by the printed address 
label. If after your name you find DccTO, 
or DccO, your time will be out with the 
December Number. It will be a great favor 
to us if you will renew now, or very early, 
so that our work will not come so heavy 
just at the close of the year. Raise a club now, 
and indude your own renewal In the club. 
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THE LITTLE CORPORAL’S NEW 
DRAWING BOOK. 

^ Reed'h Drawing L£ti 80 N 8 , With or Without 
A Teacher.— Highly approved by leading artists 
as the beet book for beginners ever issued. It 
begins with the A B C of the art, and makes 
plain every step to sketching landscapes from 
nature. 

Send us by mall the price, ($1.60), and the book 
will come by next mail, post paid. 

School Eklition of same book, 80 cts. 

SEWELL & MILLER. Publishers. 

__CmcAoo, III. 

OUR NEW CHROMO 

or beabd's bed ridinohood axd the wolf. 

size 18xl3X laches. Price 96.00. Encouraged by 
the popularity of our large chromo of Beard's teau- 
tlfUl painting which was used almost exclusively as 
a premium for clubs to The Little Corporal Mag¬ 
azine, we are now issuing A NEW CHROMO of 
the same subject, but of smaller size, measuring 
18X13X inches, which will be more couvenlent both 
in size and price, being one of the finest chromos ever 
offered. 

We paid the artist, Wm. H. Beard, the celebrated 
animal painter of New York City, One Thotimnd Dot- 
lara for the original painting (size. 18x24 inches). He 
calls it one of his best pieces. The subject Is most 
charming. The legend of Red Rldlnghood is known 
in nearly every land and language, and the picture is 
believed to bo the best conception of the subject ever 
produced by any pencil or brush. The great features 
of the picture are the chUd and the iro//; but one 
roust see the painting or chromo to form any just Idea 
of its beauty. We give LIBERAL DISCOWTS TO 
THE TltADE. 

Orders may be sent directly to ua or through the 
LARGE DEALERS THROITGHOCT THE COUN¬ 
TRY. 


PREMIUM TO EACH SUBSCRIBER. 

We have on hand several thousand copies 
of a prettv steel engraving (which we used 
as a premium with our first year), of Abba- 
ham Lincoln and his Son Tad.” Size of 
sheet 9x12 inches. We are sure that there 
are a great many children who would be 
glad to have this engraving, and we offer it 
to every subscriber, whose name and $1.50 
comes to us after this number is issued, aa 
long ^ our stock holds out. To secure the 
premium, you must ask for it when you mnd 
your eubacripiion^ and also enclose five cents 
to pay the expense of mailing. 

No premiums can be allowed on names 
sent hereafter, nnless all such names be 
accompanied by (me dollar and a hatf-, ($1.5^ 
our present subscription price. We will still 
however, for a short time, receive subscrip¬ 
tions at$l from those w'ho wish to begin and 
have The Corporal for one year from Jtdy, 
1870. Such subscriptions will only be re¬ 
ceived for a limited time, and will not be en¬ 
titled to premiums. 

All names sent at $ 1 will be understood as 
intended to be^n with July. We will dis¬ 
continue recei^ng ewbscriptions in this way 
as soon as we can, and thereafter will require 
$1 a year for back numbers from July, 1866, 
to Dec. 1870, and $1.50 a year for all time 
after the last named date. 

SOMETHING VALUABLE 


Dr. Patton, editor of The Adrance, In an editorial 
article, among other things, aays; 

Who baa not a vivid recollection of his yonth- 
fiil delight in the story of Red Ridinghooa? Do 
we not take almost as much nleasnre now in telling 
It, as then In hearing it? It seemed true, every 
word of it, in those cnildish days, and it will seem 
tme again to ail who look upon the beautiful pic¬ 
ture now before ns—tlie greatest trinmnh of the 
chromo-lithographic art in this country.^ 

Write for circulars with terms to agents and dealers 
8EWEL.L. dk MILLER, PubliNhers, 
Chicago, III. 


THE LITTLE CORPORAL’S POCKET 
SCRIPTURE ALATS. 

This Is without doubt the best and neatest set 
of Bible Maps ever published, and is invaluable 
to all. 

We are now ready to fill all orders for this val¬ 
uable work, cither by the single copj', one dozen, 
one hundred, or by the thousand. 

The following are the prices: 

Paper flexible covers,^ cents. 

Cloth flexible covers, or stiff boards, 60 cents. 

Cloth board covers, with gilt edges and title, 
75 cents. 

To Sunday School teachers and others who 
order one dozen or more at one time, ten per 
cent, discount from above prices. 

Liberal discount to the trade. 

We send them by mail, post paid, on receipt of 
price. 

Don’t fail to have a pocket scripture atlas. 

Address SEWELL & MILLER, 

Little Corporal Pi blishino House, 
Chicago, Ill. 


for 

Churches and Sunday Schools. 


A System of Schedules and Checks to carry out 
a simple and eflScient plan, by which the revenue 
of any church or Sunday school may be largely 
increased without being burdensome to those 
interested. The books, checks, etc., necessary 
for working the plan cost $10, and will be wortn 
hundreds of dollars to those using them. 

Any person interested, who will wTite us, en¬ 
closing stump, will receive a circular describing 
the plan. It is the same plan fhmished by the 
Evangelical Press Association, of which Gov. 
Claflin of Massachusetts is President, and Bishop 
Janes, Senator Wilson, Gen. Howard, Senator 
Buckingham, H. Thane Miller, Senator Harlan. 


and Jno. V. Farwell. are among the Vice Presi¬ 
dents. and we are General Agents. 

SEWELL & MILLER, PabllBhera, 
Little Corporal Office, CHICAGO, ILL. 


ATTENTION, SQUAD. 

All of the boys and girls who want to earn money to 
get a nice Christmas present for their parents, teachers, 
or friends, can find out how to do it, by writing, at 
once, to C. H. CrsuiKO, Si Washington st., Chicago. 

- - — 

The Advertiser’s GAZKrrE, issued by Geo. P. 
Rowell & Co., No. 40 Park Row, New York, contalDs 
much Information not to be obtained elsewhen-. 
Every advertiser should read It. Sample copies by 
mail for 15 cents. 

/r Agents wanted to sell the beautiful PbelG* 

elvfvF craph Marriage Certifleatea. For 

terms sena stamp to Crider A BBo Publl8hcra.York.Ps 


PROMPT! HONORABLE!! RELIABLE!!! 

AGENT8 WANTED Everywhere. Send for elrcnlars to 8. C. Thompson A Co., 73 Lake SU 
Chicago, 111., /and 13ff Federal Ssreet, Boston. 
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ANNE HANSEL’S CHRISTMAS EVE UNDER THE SNOW. 

BY MRS. JULIA F. SNOW. 


NE HANSEL was the 
oldest child, just thirteen, 
the age when most of my 
girl readers are mere cliil- 
dren, with parents “keeping 
them back” from w'oman- 
liood all they can, lest the 
world steal them from the 
parent nest before the down 
is gone from the tender fledg¬ 
ling. At this age, then, Anne 
was a stout, rosy, helpful, little daughter, 
an intelligent. God-fearing child, and a lov- 
ing, gentle sister. She could read and write 
in German, (did I mention that they were a 
German family? no? well, they were, and 
lived in Pennsylvania,) could say her cate-. 
Chism, had read the “Life of Martin Lu¬ 
ther” twice or thrice, could spin, sew, knit, 
and do many other things. Besides, in the 
spring, she was to be conflrmed, and at 
Whitsunday, she should take her flrst com¬ 
munion. So Anne felt that she was almost 
a woman, if she was but thirteen. 

They lived upon a farm. John Hansel and 
Margaret his had purchased and cleared 
the land, and worked hard and lived plainly 
to pay off their mortgage. It was good 
land and yielded well, but it needed a great 
deal of hard work and patient culture to 
compel it to give its increase. It was cheap 
w’hen John bought it, and he had the true 
German passion for land. So donH think 
they were what some call “ poor,” or draw 
.iny mental picture of suffeiing and priva¬ 
tion, for I am not going to tell that kind of 
A story. They feared God, worked hard, 
lived substantially but plainly, and hoped 
for better days, when Anne and Hans and 
Peter and Michael and Mcena should be 
grown men and women, and could help 


in the many and various kinds of work on 
the farm. 

It was at the Christmas time, and many 
were the pleasant tales that Farmer John 
and Dame Margaret had found time to tell 
evenings, when John put his farm tools in 
order, and she and Anne were at their knit¬ 
ting. All had something to do. Even 
Mcena, small as she was, could sew carpet 
rags, or reel yarn, or help in many ways. 
And as for the boys. Dame Margaret didn't 
let the gross grow under their feet, nor the 
birds roost in their brains, either. They had 
heard many talcs of Santa Clans, or the 
Christ Child, or the Kris Kringle, or. what¬ 
ever else they called him, of blazing and 
twinkling Christmas trees, and all the good 
cheer of the jolly, merry Christmastide, and 
their heads were full of the brightest antici¬ 
pation for this especial Christmas. 

This had been a good year—the crops were 
heavy and plentiful, and had paid a good 
slice from off the mortgage. The poultry 
had prospered, the butter and cheese were 
all that Dame Margaret had dared to hope. 
They had a team of excellent horses—that 
heavy breed, with such magnificent muscles, 
so slow, so strong, so steady, for w'hlch that 
district is so justly famed. And they had a 
big wagon, too—a stout, capacious vehicle ; 
a “ mountain ship,” as some have called it, 
and not inaptly, for the body of the wagon 
is not unlike a boat, with a huge cover, 
shaped wondrously like the good dame’s 
sunbonnet, in which she was w'ont to array 
herself when milking, weeding, or feeding 
the chickens. 

Well, into this vehicle, in pursuance of the 
yearly custom, were duly packed the nicely- 
dressed poultry, the winter butter, the eggs, 
and the cheese, the proceeds of w'hlch were 
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to furnish coffee, spices, sugar, (all Germans 
love sugar), shoes, and what other matters 
the thrifty dame should decide were needed 
by her family. Besides, the taxes became 
due at this season, and must be paid out of 
this fund. Poultry always brought a good 
price at this season, and Anne had her own 
little venture, too. Certain of the poultry, 
her own charge, were in the big wagon in a 
separate lot, from the profits of which she 
was to have a silver thimble and a pair of 
new shoes. She hoped (or a new book, but 
that could not be quite certainly promised 
till it was seen what prices the stuff brought. 
But then perhaps Santa Claus might bring 
it, so Anne waited and hoped. 

Certain hints had been dropped of “ houses 
made of gingerbread, and sugar horses paint- 
ed red,” which were cherished, dwelt upon, 
lived on, by all the younger children. Only 
Anne was outgrowing such little stories. 

When everything was packed into the 
wagon, the luncheon box, well stored with 
brown bread, boiled ham, fried pretzels, 
some cheese, and a jug of home-brewed 
beer. Dame Margaret, in her stout woolen 
dress, heavy cloak, and warm hood, with a 
flat stone, well heated and wrapped up, 
under her feet; John, in his heavy coat, (a 
relic of Fatherland); and the children all 
kissed, (Germans love their families intense¬ 
ly, and have an honest fashion of showing 
it, too, God bless them); the big wagon set 
sail down the long, mountain road, toward 
the next town. Anne watched it out of 
sight, and then taking up her duties as 
quietly as her mother would have picked up 
a dropped stitch in her knitting, with her 
dextrous left forefinger, (how do the Ger¬ 
mans ever knit that way ?) and drew out the 
wheel to spin her “ stent.” 

Ere long, it was noon by the little Dutch 
clock. But Anne was ready for It, She had 
heated up the broth her mother had made 
the day before, in a little, iron pot; a good, 
wholesome soup it was, too, made of pork 
and beans and cabbage and milk, with a bit 
of salt beef; and cut some stout slices, rather 
wedge shaped, to be sure, of brown bread. 
Then she poured the hot soup into the little 
pannikins, and gave to each a wedge of 
bread and a cup of milk, and while they 
ate it, she told them that the day after to¬ 
morrow would be Christmas, and the fat 
turkey that hung in the attic should be 
cooked, and Santa Claus would be sure to 
come to-morrow night and bring them all 
presents. 

It did not matter in the least to the flavor 
of the turkey, that a log had rolled on it 


when it was young and broken its back bone. 
It seemed to agree with it; and though it 
was badly deformed, it grew very big and 
fat, and was dedicated by Dame Margaret to 
their own uses at Christmas time, for its 
appearance would certainly spoil its sale, 
though not its taste. A pair of chickens 
and a few eggs had also been reserved, and 
there was to be a real Christmas dinner at 
the Hansels* that year, at all events. 

Now Anne, notable little soul, had her 
hands full. She had Hans and Peter and 
Michael—the baby — and little Meena to 
look after, and keep out of mischief. She 
must get the meals, keep clean and tidy and 
ship-shape. And the stent of spinning and 
knitting must be done, or she must meet 
Margaret’s black looks! 

When they had got all through dinner, 
little Michael woke up, and had some soup, 
too, and said “ Yah ! yah!” which was good 
baby German, and all he knew of any lan¬ 
guage. Then he had a dried gourd and 
three walnuts given to him to play with, 
and went back to his cradle, while Anne 
cleared up. The rest of the children she 
set to shelling com for the fowls, and kept 
them busy till it began to grow dark. She 
thought of the cows and the fowls, and went 
out with Hans to take care of them. It was 
but little milk the cows gave, but Anne 
milked them, and fed them bountifully, too, 
and fed the fowls, besides putting a well- 
filled com box within their reach. 

Warmly dressed as she was, in her heavy, 
knit ‘‘wamus” and hood, she felt the cold, 
and as she came in, she picked up her pet 
bantams and brought them In doors in her 
apron, with a tender, motherly feeling for 
the “ little ones,” her special pets. 

As she came out of the barn, the wind was 
rising, and flakes of snow fell now' and then, 
and there was the peculiar smell of a snow¬ 
storm in the air. Snows were heavy in the 
mountains. Anne called the boys to help 
her, and bidding Meena mind the baby, the 
children tugged and lugged the wood till the 
big comer was piled with all it would hold— 
enough, with care, for three days. Next, to 
fill the washtub with water, lest the well 
should be snowed up. It took a good many 
pailfuls—five or six, to fill it, and it was 
dark, and the wind blowing fiercely, and the 
air filled with flying flakes, when the children 
came in and bolted the kitchen door. 

They could not see to the road now. Anne 
hoped that father and mother were either 
not far off or had not started. She wondered 
if she had better get supper or wait. But 
Peter and .Hans and Meena and the babj' 
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settled that question; so she set out the 
bread and the cheese, and warmed the milk, 
and lit the candle, and they all had their 
supper. And the wind kept on blowing and 
the snow falling all the time. 

So Anne, when she had cleared away, got 
out the fiit, little, German Bible and read 
to them, and the boys said their prayers and 
cuddled down in their trundlebed, and Anne 
tucked little Michael up in the high bed in 
the comer between its two feather beds, and 
soon all were sleeping soundly in the little 
farmhouse on the mountain. 

Meanwhile the wind rose higher, the snow 
kept falling, and the storm steadily increased. 
But the children slept as soundly as if nothing 
at all were happening. They feared God, 
and had excellent health, and so their sleep 
was sweet and dreamless. It seemed to 
Anne as if she had slept a week, but it was 
still dark, when she woke. She rubbed her 
eyes, but It was very dark, and yet, to her 
utter astonishment, the little Dutch clock 
told out eight o’clock! Such a thing had 
never happened to her in her whole life, and 
she sprang out of bed in the greatest haste. 
A look at the window’s showed them blocked 
up with snow. Huddling on her clothes, she 
hurried up stairs, and found that the snow 
reached half way up the attic window, and 
was still falling heavily, and the wind blow¬ 
ing, too. 

Now the Hansel farmhouse was a low, 
story-and-a-half building, and fifteen feet 
would reach from ground to ridgepole. 
Drifts of twenty and thirty feet w’ere not 
uncommon in those mountainous districts, 
so Anne knew that they were “ snowed up,’’ 
and made up her mind how to act. She 
decided that as there was a reasonable pros¬ 
pect of being snowed up over Christmas, it 
was best not to be too prodigal of wood ; so 
she only put on a “ backlog,” a ‘‘forelog,” 
two “cross sticks,” and a “rider,” and 
proceeded to get breakfast. First, she raked 
open the ashes and put in a good many pota¬ 
toes to roast, five or six apiece. (Let me tell 
those who never ate potatoes roasted in the 
ashes, that they have only half eaten them.) 
Then she made some milk hot, and cut some 
more wedges of the black, German bread, 
and the Hansel family breakfasted. Then 
they w'ashed up the dishes and swept up. 

It was yet dark, except for the firelight, 
which w'as a good deal of an exception, for 
by it they could see well enough except to 
sew ; and as Anne had as soon knit, she 
got out her knitting. The children did #ot 
like it much, but German children are not 
natural-born fidgets, like American, who 


think their mothers are created on purpose 
to amuse and wait on them. So, when Anue 
set them to shelling com, with two cobs, 
into a tin pan, they all did it. Only Hans 
w'ould give an occasional snuffle of rebellion, 
and console his eyes and nose with his coat 
sleeve; but he did not dare rebel. Anne 
had too many of her mother’s ways to make 
it safe to do so. 

Sometimes she went up stairs to report 
progress, but the storm kept on. Her heart 
ached for the cattle, but she remembered the 
great feed she had given them; and the 
bantams were as happy as lords, and did 
nothing but eat the grains the children scat¬ 
tered in shelling the corn. 

They made their meals as long as they 
could. Anne cooked some fat ham, at noon, 
for them, and they ate as much as they 
could. They jumped about a good deal, but 
after all Anne was glad they were so quiet. 
As it grew toward night, and there was no 
sign of their liberation, their hearts began 
to sink. But Anne remembered and told all 
the stories of the merry Christmas time that 
she had ever heard, and the little one hoped 
and prayed that the snow would not cover 
them all up. 

“ Anne,” cried Hans, “ what if the snow 
should come so deep that the Santa Claus 
could not get the Christmas trees I or could 
not get dow'n chimney I what would we do ? 
Does he ever pass by and not know that the 
little children are expecting him ?” 

Anne stopped to think. She called to 
mind what she had heard her mother say 
was sometimes done by poor folks in her 
country. 

“ Hans,” she answ’ered, “ I don’t know ; 
but I’ll tell you what we will do. We’ll 
take a clean sheet, and make a ‘ bright cor¬ 
ner’ for Santa Claus.” 

So they got out a clean sheet of the heavy, 
homespun linen—Dame Margaret’s own spin- 
nlng~and pinned it up in the comer nearest 
the fire, fitting it in well to the comers. 
Then Anne cut some little stars out of some 
bits of red flannel that she found in a bundle 
of patches in the till of the old chest, and 
put one in each comer under the pins, and 
down the center and outsides. Then she 
found some tiny bits of blue, German calico, 
“ indigo-blue hand print,” and made some 
more stars, and in the middle she fastened 
her own red, head ribbon, so that It looked 
as if the sheet were suspended from it. 

When all was done, she lighted a candle, 
and I can tell you that Santa Claus’s “ bright 
corner” looked fresh and pretty enough ; 
and when Mecna took her little cricket and 
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carried it inside, and called it ** her room,’* 
it made a very pretty picture. “ Really and 
truly,” (as the children say,) they do do so, 
in Wittemburg. It wais not their custom to 
hang up stockings—that is low Dutch. 

Then it was time to go to bed ; the Bible 
was read, the prayers said, and the children 
prepared for their second night. But it 
wasu’t like the first night. They could not 
sleep. They wanted their parents. What 
had become of them ? would they be home 
for Christmas ? and if not, could Anne cook 
the broken-backed fat ling of a turkey up 
stairs ? So they tossed and tumbled, and as 
they had had no exercise that day, they took 
it now, scattering things round. They had 
eaten too much, also, and that helped to 
make them wakeful. Anne had told her 
stories till she was very weary. The wind 
was lulling, but still there were sounds of 
storm. The great trees creaked dismally 
now aud then, and the “bright comer” 
gleamed spectrally in the flash of firelight 
from the uncovered end of a log in the 
chimney corner. 

Anne had not much hope of being released 
on Christmas, and when the children were 
at last asleep, she had a good cry. She pri¬ 
vately determined not to cook the turkey, 
lest they might need it worse; or, if she did 
cook it, not to eat it up at once. She fancied 
she heard cries in the air, and when a snow¬ 
ball fell down chimney, she started in fright, 
lest the chimney were choking up. 

So came the morning that could not dawn. 
Anne got a good breakfast, and the little 
ones laughed merrily, when they found a 
fried cake and a red apple for each, and new, 
red stockings for Meena, in the “ bright cor¬ 
ner.” They did not dream that Anne had 
got up in the night and “played” Santa 
Claus, that the little ones might not be so 
disappointed. 

But it really seemed as if something was 
happening, after all. Snowballs fell on the 
fire, and a voice bellowed down the chimney 
in an awful tone, in good German, 

“ Are you all alive down here V” 

“ All alive and well!” called back Aniie. 

“ Gott in Himmel ist gute !” called back 
her fatlier’s voice. 

O dear, how the children capered and cried 
for pure joy! 

Dig, dig, dig! Fifteen feet of snow is no 
light matter, even to German muscles. 

By and by they reached the back door, 
and with beard frozen into icicles, and hoar 
frost ill nose, eyebrows, and hair, and mailed 
in snow from head to foot, John Hansel and 
half a dozen neighbors at last forced an 


entrance into the house. By that time Dame 
Margaret had come on, too, with the team. 
Only those who have seen a German family 
fairly let loose, can get the least idea of it. 
It is a fearful thing! 

“ Mein Gott! mein kinder! Mein Gott! 
mein kinder I” was Dame Margaret’s cry. 
Anne and her father could not speak at all. 

But the next thing was the “ bright cor¬ 
ner,” and, rough fellow as he was, John 
Hansel nearly cried, too, when he saw what 
the poor children had done. 

When the wagon was unloaded, there were 
Anne’s new shoes, her silver thimble, aud a 
red, woolen shawl for Sundays ; nice thing? 
for all the children, and a dog, a horse, aud 
a pig; and they all looked alike, and made 
exactly the same noise. 

Dame Margaret cooked the broken-backed 
turkey, and made some seed cakes, too; and 
after all, they never before or since had s(* 
merry a Christmas, for best of all, John Han¬ 
sel had brought home a fiddle—a real fiddle 
—and could play on it, too. He learned 
when he was in Germany, but could not 
afford a fiddle before—and wasn’t he “a 
happy fader.” 

So you see, some little girls of thirteen ih» 
amount to something, and so can you, if you 
will think so. And Anne ? 

O, she lived to be married, and wear a 
white cap, and tell her children aud her 
grandchildren about her Christmas eve under 
the snow. We all know it by heart. 


DEW DROPS. 

BY LUELUA CLARK. 

The dew drops on the grass, 

Stay but their little hour— 

Soon fVom our sight they pa»s; 

But leaf aud opening flower 
Have greener, brighter grown. 

For every vanished bead, 

Bach glistening, short-lived drop. 
Hath filled some pressing need. 

Some little, growing bud. 

Some reddening berry's core, 

Some drooping blade or leaf 
'fhe sun had smitten sore. 

Hath felt the gentle touch 
Which strength or healing brought. 
So that no tiniest drop 
Hath ever been for naught. 

Each little word we speak. 

Each little deed we do. 

If but the heart be pure. 

Hath mission just as true. 

Be words sincere and kind, 

^e deeds without a stain. 

Then word nud deed aud life 
Shall not have l>een in vain. 
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FISHING FOR LIGHTNING. 

BY G. n. 


“ A story ?” said Ben. “ I haven’t such a 
thing about me ; I haven’t, truly. If you 
wanted my jack-knife, now*, or my fiddle”— 

” No, we don’t, nor your tobacco box, nor 
your lantern, nor your bootjack ; we just 
want a story, Gus and I do, only a little one. 
Try to think one up, Ben.” 

‘‘Or else make one up,” added Gus. 

** Make one up! What do you take me 
for, the New'York Ledger, or the True Flagf 
Do you think I come out every Saturday 
night with a bran new' set of stories ?” 

‘‘ Or old ones continued, yes, to be sure— 
articles original and selected, best of family 
reading, all for ten cenVj.” 

** Well, I never!” said Ben. “Have I got 
to go before a justice of the peace and make 
my affidavit ?” 

“ What’s that ?” 

“ Why, that’s saying that, as sure as my 
name is Ben—well, it isn’t, for that matter, 
though.” 

“ Isn’t what ? Isn’t Ben your real name?” 

“ Of course not. My true name is Ozias ; 
but then I have been called Ben .so long, 
that the other would sound as odd to me 
DOW' as this did the first time I heard it.’^ 

“ \VTien wa.s that ?” • 

“ When I was about six or seven years 
old, if you remember how’ long ago that 


was. It seems to me like about day before 
yesterday.” 

“How’ did it happen?” w'e asked, both in 
a breath. 

“ Why, you see,” said Ben, “ I was a ix)or 
boy, and mother had to take in sewing. It 
was about all she could do to get our living, 
so I had to take care of myself a good deal, 
and hadn’t many playthings but what I made 
myself. I tried a good many times to make 
a kite ; but somehow my kites never would 
fiy. Some of them w’ould stay up while I 
ran with them ; some would dart up and 
right down again; and some w’ould just 
sprawl fiat on the ground. 

“ One Saturday, when I had finished about 
my dozenth kite, I gave Dick Jennings, w ho 
worked in his father’s shoe shop close by, an 
old valentine, with two red liearts and some 
gilt verses on it, to help me tail and start my 
kite. Dick understood such things better 
than any boy in the neighborhood. 

“ After tying together all sorts of rags and 
strings and bits of paper for a tail, Dick said 
that all was ready lor a sail; and we named 
the kite the ‘ Flying Eagle,’ on account of a 
picture of an eagle in the new’spaper that it 
was made of. 

“ We took Dick’s little sister Meg, and 
went out to the common beyond the factr^- 
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ries, on the limestone road. On the way out, 
we picked up Joe Mullen, an acquaintance 
of Dick, who invited himself along to see 
the fun. I felt grand enough to have such 
spectators, and could hardly wait till we 
reached the place that Dick had chosen. 
When at last he put the string into my hand 
and told me to run, I felt as If I had been 
elected President. 

“Up went the kite, as Dick tossed it into 
the air, up, up, up; and the eagle seemed 
fairly to clap its wings. Meg and I were 
wild; and I paid out the string to the last 
inch, and wished I had a mile more. 

“ ‘ If I only had a string as long as the 
telegraph,’ said I, ‘ I’d sail the old eagle 
clean over to New York.’ 

“The telegraph ran right across the com¬ 
mon, and the wire looked a little like a 
string, as I heartily wished it was. 

“ ‘ Not this squally weather,’ said Dick. 
‘ You’ll lose what string you’ve got, or 
break it, if you don’t hold it stiller.’ 

“ The fact was that the wind was pretty 
strong, and not very steady ; and once in a 
while the Flying Eagle gave a swoop down¬ 
wards, as if it was after something. Meg 
and I said it was trying to catch the swallows 
that were flying about; but Dick looked 
rather serious. 

“ ‘ It’ll ketch somethin’,’ said he, ‘ or get 
ketched, if this goes on long.’ 

“ The words were hardly out of his mouth 
before, sure enough, the kite gave a great 
dive, and caught its toll on the telegraph 
wire, where it stuck fast. I felt as if I had 
tumbled out of the sky, too, and began to 
cry as hard as I had laughed before. 

“ ‘ You've got your wish,’ said Joe. ‘You 
have got the telegraph hitched on. Now' 
she’ll go to New York, straight.’ 

“ I only cried louder than ever. Dick took 
the string and gave a careful pull or two; 
but it was of no use. 

“ ‘ Stone her down,’ suggested Joe. 

“ ‘Send for the b’loon man,’ cried Meg. 

“ ‘ I’d climb the pole,’ said Dick, fumbling 
the corners of his shoemaker’s apron, ‘ only 
they say there’s lightnln’ in them wires, and 
I might get struck.’ 

“ ‘O, won’t it strike the kite, too, Dick,’ 
asked Meg. 

“ ‘ I don’t know,’ said he, * I shouldn’t 
wonder but It might. Lightnin’s awful.’ 

“ That was a little too much for me. The 
idea of having my poor Eagle struck by 
lightning, and tom limb from limb before 
my eyes, was more than I could bear. I 
pitched my screams one note higher, and 
turned to run away. 


“ It happened that an old farmer was com¬ 
ing by, on his w'ay to the city with a load of 
hay, and I stumbled into the road just in 
time to be run over, if his sober old horses 
hadn’t thought to stop. 

“ ‘ Hallo!’ shouted the former, standing up 
on the top of his load, and looking down at 
me. ‘Is that you, Ben V 

“‘His name isn’t Ben,’ said little Meg, 
‘ it’s Ozias.’ 

“ ‘ Don’t tell me,’ said the farmer, ‘ I know 
him. It’s old Ben Franklin. He always 
was tryin’ to ketch lightnin’ with a kite. 
He used to flsh it out of the clouds, and now 
he’s flshin’ it out of the telegraph. But 
perhaps we can get him out of the scrape, 
somehow.’ 

“ With that he drove his cart under the 
wire, and tried to loosen the kite with his 
pitchfork ; but it was not so easily done, 
and, after tearing three or four holes in the 
paper, he had to give it up. 

“ Dick jerked the string till he broke it, 
and then he gave it up, too. He promised 
me, though, as we were going home, that he 
would give me back my valentine, and help 
me make a new kite. 

“ When we were gone, Joe tried his plan of 
stoning it down ; but he only succeeded in 
breaking one of the sticks, and making a few 
more holes in the paper. 

“ Other boys took their tuni in throwing 
stones at it, too, and the poor kite had a 
hard time of it. The wind tried to blow it 
down, and the rain tried to i>elt it down; 
and at last there was nothing left but the 
tail and the broken sticks, flapping in the 
wind. I got a new kite, in due time; and I 
got a new name, too, for, from the day the 
old former called me Ben, the name stuck to 
me. I found out more about my namesake 
afterward; but I never was much of a be¬ 
liever in telegraphs, and I never tried again 
to catch lightning with a kite.” 


THE SERENADE. 

BT W. O. C. 

Just a little while ago, there was a great 
flock of blackbirds sitting on a tree in the 
meadow. I happened to look that way and 
see them. There was something in the 
wind; I could tell by the motions and the 
talk. They had seen me, sitting all alone 
by my door, and one young blackbird said. 
“ Sec that old man out there, sitting by the 
door. He looks sad. Let us all go and give 
him a serenade, and do him good.” So they 
all started off together, and came to a tall 
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tree before my door. “You begin first,’* 
said a young blackbird to the old leader. So 
the old leader struck up, and that touched 
off all the rest, and the whole band broke in, 
and O, such a chorus! Nobody ever heard 
such music before. 1 should think it lasted 
nearly a half hour, and they never stopped 
to breathe. They sat up there in the tall 
tree, and it seemed as if the music rained 
right down out of the sky. 1 didn’t hear 
the big Boston concert that the wind blew 
down, but I have heard Jenny Lind. But 
she never moved me all through and woke 
up such feelings as this charming, splendid 
blackbird concert did. I didn’t know 
whether to say “ Hallelujah 1’’ or “ Hurrah 
for the Union!” I felt them both come up 
in my heart. Then they all started and 
wheeled away. “ Don’t go yet,” I said, but 
they were off. They had other ehgage- 
ments. So I hope they will all please accept 
my heartfelt thanks and come again. 


LITTLE PUHPLE HEARTSEASE. 


BT M. H. K. 

Little purple Heartsease, 

You linger here so long, 

When the bravest summer bird 
Has bushed its summer song; 

When the royal rose is goue, 

Every petal shed, 

WTien the asters bloom no more, 

And forest leaves are dead; 

When the weary bees, at last. 

Fold their wand'ring wings, 

And against its silent shores 
The iVeezing brooklet clings. 

Little purple Heartsease, 

When the earth is bare, 

MThat recollections you awake 
Of days serene and fair! 

Of Maytime with its swelling buds 
And trees hung full of bloom. 

Of meadows clad in tender green 
Of verdure’s fresh perfume ; 

Of June's still skies above,our heads; 

Of clover and of hay; ' 

Of birds that sang in ewBylng boughs 
Through all the livelong day. 

Little purple Heartsease, 

May the gentle snow 
Fall and keep you warmly hid. 

When the bleak winds blow; 

From the bitter, blighting frosts 
Fold yon snug and deep. 

And may brightest summer dreams 
Haunt your winter sleep. 

And when raindrops come and call. 
May your dewy eyes 
Be the first to see the spring 
Smile from April skies. 


PEGGY POTTLE’S ROMANCE. 

BY JULIA M. THAYER. 

“Now, Peggy,” said Mother Pottles, lift¬ 
ing a piece of corned beef from the pot, with 
a huge kitchen trident; “rundown to the 
springhouse, and fetch up a fresh pat of 
butter for dinner. Mind, it’s on a blue-edged 
plate, on the cellar bottom; and the cream- 
jug is close along side of it; if you’ll step 
carefully, you can bring ’em both at once.” 

The little stone springhouse, a few yards 
from the farmhouse door, was Peggy’s sum¬ 
mer resort. While little misses of fashion 
were whiling away the heated term, with 
their mammas and big sisters at the Springs^ 
Peggy, in her homespun gown, and general¬ 
ly laden with butterbowl or milkpan, was 
wending her way to and from the spring- 
h<m$e. 

The cool, moist air was delightfully re¬ 
freshing on a hot day. The water poured 
musically in from some under-ground spring, 
in the hillside, and rippled gaily round thoee 
sides of the spacious milkroom in a silver 
stream, checkered here and there with tiny 
patches of sunlight, shimmering through 
the little latticed window, far above Peggy’s 
bead. 

Peggy’s little, hot, bare feet, loved to 
linger on the cool, stone floor ; and her rest¬ 
less fancy, fearfully snubbed and browbeaten 
among the pots and kettles, here delighted 
to unloose its airy wings, and disport Itself 
in a world of its own. And such a world 1 
All peopled with fairies and water sprites, 
and so deliciously remote from the sounds of 
real life, that the shouts of Jacob to his oxen, 
and the thump of the threshing flail uix)n 
the barn floor, fell dreamily on the ear, os if 
from a far-away region, where busy dwarfs 
and gnomes were held in hopeless bondage 
by some mighty giant. 

“Come!” called the mother in a shrill 
voice, that cleft the stone wall, and pierced 
Peggy’s dull ear; “come, the dinner is 
waiting.” 

Peggy, with an effort, freeing herself from 
the dreams that were sure to seize upon her 
at every unguarded moment, soon set the 
pat of butter, stamped with an oak leaf, in 
the place of honor; the sole ornament of 
the table. 

“But the creamjug, Peggy!” 

“O, I forgot.” 

“ Of course ; well, what you don’t have 
in your head, you must have in your heels.” 

In a trice the little girl flitted to the milk- 
room and back once more, safely depositing 
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the broken-handled pitcher beside the crack¬ 
ed-nosed teapot. 

“ Twice, where once would have done as 
well! You’ll make a long journey of it 
through the world, my lass,” said her fath¬ 
er, good naturedly, disposing of a good 
sized potato at two mouthfuls. 

“Now, Peggy,” said Mrs. Pottles, shoving 
back from the dinner table, “ do you think 
you can wash up the dishes alone ?” 

“ I ’sposeso,” responded Peggy, languidly. 

“Be right smart, then; and don’t get to 
dozing over your dishwater, and you’ll find 
time to watch the soap kettle awhile.” 

“ Yes’m,” sighed Peggy ; thinking, after 
all, she preferred dishwashing and castle 
building all by herself, to any employment 
under her mother’s brisk eye. 

With full faith in the child’s good general¬ 
ship, Ma’am Pottle repaired to her soap 
boiling. 

Now, Peggy knew very well how to clear 
up a table neatly and systematieally, but 
the imp of the perverse seemed to have the 
upper hand of her to-day, else why should 
she persist in taking hold of everything by 
the wrong end. With a hop, skip and jump, 
she seemed to go from the beginning to the 
end, and back again to the middle of her 
task ; she spun round and round, and wound 
in and out so many times, and so uselessly, 
it almost needed a Philadelphia lawyer to 
disentangle her. 

“ Bother!” says Peggy, “ who wants to go 
on forever the same old way ?” and so it came 
about that Grandmother Jewsharp’s little, 
old silver spoons, some day to be bequeathed 
to Peggy, made the acquaintance of forks 
and frying pans; and ancient china mugs 
sailed about, at peril of their lives, in old 
ironsides, the dinner pot. Then Peggy grew 
very nice all at once, and polished the big, 
plated spoons till she could see a broad, grin¬ 
ning face in each one ; and laying them in a 
row, christened them after the six 
Perkime*., who came to church, one behind 
the other, with six coal scuttles on their 
heads. Then she commenced admiring, for 
the ’leven hundred and fiftieth time, the 
landing of Lafayette, on the great meat 
platter; wondering, meanwhile, whether 
she would rather be a general, with epau¬ 
lets, or a princess, with dainty fingers. 

But, even Peggy, couldn’t loiter forever 
over the Pottles’ dinner ware; so, just as she 
had concluded upon the princess, with satin 
train and peacock’s feathers, the last dish 
was restored to its place, and order—Peggy’s 
kind of order—restored to the kitchen. 
Now, the little girl Iiad a very natural horror 


of soap bodings^ and was not a bit sorry when 
Nancy Stearns hapx>ened over, and volun¬ 
teered her services for the afternoon. 

So, having a little spare time, Peggy flitted 
away to the garret, where, amid spinning 
wheels, old chests, and sundiy heir looms, she 
had fitted up a playhouse. 

Some little rough shelves for a cupboard, 
broken bits of glass and porcelain, for dishes, 
and a rough cradle, fashioned by Jacob, on 
a winter evening—that was all. No, that 
was’nt all. Bless you, how could one forget 
Cynthia Jane Ann, with the drab complex¬ 
ion, green worsted hair, and fearfully flat 
countenance I 

Cynthia Jane Ann never was a beauty, 
most certainly ; but, then, she was supposed 
to have sterling virtues, before which mere 
beauty retires in conftislon. But to-day she 
didn’t look even tolerably well; nothing 
looked w'cll. 

“What a shabby place!” cried Peggy. 
“ You mean, ugly doll, I hate you!” giving 
poor Miss Cynthia a kick, which sent her 
over on her flat face, one arm flying up by¬ 
way of protest. Ah! little did Pegg}* think 
it her farewell to the old i)et. 

“How mother does look in that calico 
sunbonnet,” she continued, peering out the 
garret window. “And she’s always at the 
soapkcttle, by thewashtub, or the chum, 
or the dough, or something. O dear! I 
wish there were fiilrles; wouldn’t I have 
nice times, sitting around in skyJilue piuk 
silk, and being waited on ? How splendid it 
would be to have a fairy godmother!” 

Strange to say, at this point in her reflec¬ 
tions, a beautifhl barouche and two fiery 
horses dashed down the hill, wheeled about, 
and drew up exactly at the gate. Peggy 
couldn’t believe her eyes. She took the 
comer of her apron and wiped the dusty 
window pane. Just then the mother called, 
in her company voice, 

“Peggy, clilld, where are you?” 

The next moment the little girl was stand¬ 
ing, flushed and trembling, before a fair lady 
in a silver-gray dress, and pearl ear rings; 
quite overawed with such a vision of 
splendor. 

“ So this is my godchild !” said the lady, 
in a gentle tone ; “ and I couldn’t wisli for a 
feirer or a sweeter ; and her name is Peggy. 
Come here, Peggy, and give your godmother 
a kiss.” 

Peggy shyly held out her little, hard, 
brown palm to meet the jeweled hand ex¬ 
tended toward her; but, with the kiss that 
fell, like a roseleaf on her cheek, her shyness 
vanished. 
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“Godmother, are you a fairy?” she asked, 
earnestly. 

The lady glanced quickly at the child^s 
mother, and replied. 

To be sure I am; did you never hear 
how a fairy chanced along at a friendly farm¬ 
house, one stormy night, and, being kindly 
entertained by the good people, left her 
blessing for the little, rosy godchild in the 
cradle? Well, a few days ago, riding by the 
same farmhouse, she found that same little 
one again; and here eheiel Now will you 
go with me in my fairy coach, and see what 
your godmother will do for you ? Run and 
call your father, quickly, and talk it over 
together, ibr fairy favors don’t rain down 
every day.” 

Away went Peggy, thrilling with delight; 
summoned her fhther from the field, and 
dragged him, half ashamed, into the fairy 
godmother’s presence. 

“ Isn’t she lovely, father ? May I go with 
her for a week ? ^e will bring me back.” 

” Out upon yon. Peg, for a fairy’s change¬ 
ling !” said the fkther, in a stem tone, bat 
with a humorous twinkle in his eye. ** Ton 
be’nt our own child at all, or you wouldn’t 
want to leave us. Who’ll wash the mother’s 
dishes while you’re away ?” 

“ A child like that wash dishes!” exclaim¬ 
ed the fairy. ” I’m surprised.” 

“O yes,” cried Peggy, eagerly; “and I 
can sweep, and iron, and churn—” 

“ Worse and worse,” said the fairy ; “ but 
I have other work for you to do. You shall 
dance, and play, and sing, and furbish up the 
inside of this curly head. But I must have 
you more than a week.” 

Poor Mrs. Pottles, nearly daft with Peggy’s 
teasing, and quite bewildered with the pros¬ 
pect of losing her, looked helplessly toward 
her hnsband. 

“Best let her go for a while,” said he. 
“Strike a bargain with Nancy for help, and 
let the young one enjoy herself. She’s a 
heap too much tied down for her years. 
That’s a flighty head,” said he to the lady, 
“ but a good little heart. You’ll not wean 
her from the old folks in a week ?” 

“ That I should never desire to do,” re¬ 
plied the lady; “ but I can do nothing for 
her in a week—give her to me for a year. 
She shall visit you often, I promise.” 

This prox> 06 ition called forth much dis¬ 
cussion, but was finally decided iu the affirm¬ 
ative, providing Peggy was contented ; and 
she, little heeding whether it was for a day 
or a year, kissed her father and mother 
cheerily, and stepped Into the carriage, 
already with the air of a duchess. 


“O, ma foi exclaimed Ma’amsellc Fan- 
chon, running into the housekeeper’s room, 
quite out of breath. “ O, ma foi! what has 
madame got now ? A queer, leetle, country 
baggage, in cotton gown, and such shoes! 
How madame is ex—ex— what you call it?” 

“Extraordinary,” suggested the house¬ 
keeper, who always sympathized with 
ma’amselle’s lame English. 

“ Extraordinaire! Ouf, it is more extraor¬ 
dinaire—but that is not the word—cccmfric, 
that is it. How madame is eccentric.” 

“ Madame has no one to consult but her¬ 
self,” replied the housekeeper, stiffly ; “and 
is very capable of taking care of her own 
affairs.” • 

“ Ouf! how you bite one’s head off, Mees 
Brown. Madame is vare good, and beauti¬ 
ful, and talented, but what will madame do 
with the leetle country baggage ?” 

Just then the bell summoned the French 
waiting woman to her mistress’ presence. 

“Here, Fanchon,” she said, with that 
quiet dignity which forbids criticism, “this 
is my little goddaughter. She is to remain 
with me awhile. I wish you to take charge 
of her, and make her comfortable and 
happy; and as her costume is a little odd, 
and may excite remark, you may get Brown 
to assist you, and as soon as possible, have 
her properly dressed. Go with Fanchon, 
now, my little girl; be good and obedient. 
I will see you again presently.” 

Fanchon was far too well bred to laugh at 
this new whim of her mistress, however 
ridiculous it might appear to her; so, grave¬ 
ly taking charge of the new proUgiy they 
were soon on the best of terms. Something 
in Peggy’s artless prattle almost brought 
tears to the Frenchwoman’s eyes, whose 
own childhood, in the sunny fields of France, 
seemed, now, not so far away. 

Fanchon and Mistress Brown, with the 
help of the needlewoman, soon transformed 
the country baggage into the semblance of a 
little town-bred lady of rank and fashion. 

Peggy was delighted. She never tired of 
looking at herself in the tall mirrors, and 
practicing the little airs and graces the zeal¬ 
ous Frenchwoman tatight her. 

“ See,” said Fanchon, “ I was once a leetle, 
awkward popsan my self; but madame, Oshe 
is vare good. What pains she have taken, and 
I obey; and, see, she make me almost her 
friend. Turn your leetle foot out more, so ; 
and hold up the head like a queen, os 
madame do; and I think the shoulders a 
leetle high. Mees Peggy must practice to 
carry weights in her hands.” 

Peggy was all docility, improving daily, 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



170 


[December, 


The Little Corporal Magazine, 


and making the acquaintance of her new 
surroundings, new equipage, new manners, 
new modes of speaking and acting, with 
wonderful ease. She seemed “ to the manor 
born,” this child of rustic origin, and fine, 
poetic fancies. 

“ But Peggy Pottle! what a name !” ex¬ 
claimed Fanchon to her mistress. “Dear 
madame, could you not have the child christ¬ 
ened anew ?” 

Madame laughed. “Why, call her Mar¬ 
garet, then ; ’tis all the same.” 

“O, I have it,” said the Frenchwoman, 
rolling up her eyes with ardor. “ Marguerite 
means Pearl. If madame likes, the pretty 
child may be called Mees Pearlie.” 

Madame did not object. And now imagine 
Miss Pearlie fully launched upon the swim¬ 
ming tide of fortune ! Silken sails, golden 
anchor, pleasure at the prow, and not a 
cloud in the summer heavens ; here and there 
a troublesome eddy, perhaps, caused by 
exacting teachers, but, for the most part, 
clear sailing. 

Peggy Pottles, as associated with the plain, 
but useful arts, was a thing of the past. 
Miss Pearlie fluttered down upon the hill¬ 
side home frequently, but like a bird of Par¬ 
adise, seemed not to rest upon the earth. Her 
parents, at such times, scarcely more than 
gazed at her, with a sorrowful longing in 
their hearts, os a thing too bright and dainty 
for their homely touch. Nancy’s heavy step 
had frightened the elves from their old hid¬ 
ing places, and Cynthia Jane Ann still lay 
with her flat face downward, and one arm 
uplifted, calling upon the garret to witness 
her desolation. 

“ Little Pearlie, come here,” said the god¬ 
mother, one day. “You are a good child; 
you adapt yourself very well to your new 
situation'. I hope you are truly happy, but 
I w^ould not have you forget the dear par¬ 
ents in the little, plain farmhouse. Remem¬ 
ber, their love for the little girl is w orth all 
the world beside. Perhaps it was very 
unwise to bring you away from that humble 
place w'hither you must soon return; but 
your fairy godmother,” she continued, smil¬ 
ing, “ could not resist the desire to open the 
fairy land to you. Is it not beautiful—more 
so than you dreamed? Is there anything 
you lack, little one, to make you completely 
happy ? Ask what you will. Fanchon shall 
attend to your wishes; and do not forget, 
next visiting day, to carry a nice present to 
the father and mother.” 

Pearlie threw her arms around her god¬ 
mother’s neck and declared she was an angel. 
Then kindly dismissing her to her play, 


madame turned with a quiet conscience to 
her usual pursuits. 

Scarlet maple leaves covered the little 
path that led to the springhouse. The 
spring was fettered and silent, and the milk- 
pans were ranged on shelves in the pantry. 
Farmer Pottles shivered with cold, as he 
turaed out in the gray morning, to fodder his 
cattle. 

But Pearlie, in her luxurious city home, 
scarcely noted the change in the seasons. 
Now, while nature was sleeping and deso¬ 
late, the city teemed anew with life and 
social enjoyments, and the godmother, who 
did not yet tire of her charge, led her from 
one scene of w onder to another, till her little 
head was quite turned with excitement. 
There w'ere various exhibitions calculated 
to interest a child. There were picture 
galleries, and musical matinees, and masque¬ 
rades, and childrens’ parties. And Pearlie 
went everywhere, the gayest of the gay, 
the fairest of the fair; a privileged guest, an 
acknowledged favorite, for all of which she 
devoutly thanked her godmother’s fidry 
w'and. 

O, Pearlie Pottles, stop, while we question 
you! Are all your dear dreams realized? 
The bright threads your fancy was wont to 
weave, while hands and feet were busily 
employed—do you recognize them in the 
shining tissue of the present? You area 
lady, now, Pearlie ; as useless and lovely as 
any ; arrayed in silks and satins, caressed 
and w'aited upon. Your darling wishes, so 
often confided to Cynthia Jane Ann, are 
they not gratified ? Are you happy ? Is It 
what you thought it would be? 

Pearlie's brow grows thoughtful; a tear 
w'ells up in her eyes. Ah 1 Pearlie is tired, 
tired, tired. The shoes pinch; the dress is 
too dainty ; the demands of polite society 
are too exacting. She wearies of hearing, even 
in the softest tones, “ that is not proper 
“ this is not becoming“ what will Mns. 
Grundy say?” Then this butterfly exist¬ 
ence, this living only for her own pleasure, 
does not satisfy her heart ; and here, none 
need help or c«»nifort from her. O, to be 
plain Peggy once more ! Freedom of mo¬ 
tion, useful work, and healthful play, home 
love, and home chidings—these are what 
Pearlie w^ants, alter all. 

The father and mother, sitting on the 
farmhouse porch, one soft, spring evening, 
call to mind that soon Peggy will be home. 

“ The vnore fools we,” said Ma’am Pottles, 
bitterly, “ for letting her go away! Do you 
think we’ll have the same simple, happy 
child again? What with her dainty airs, 
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she had best stay where she is, in my 
opinion.” 

” Never you fear for Peggy, mother,” said 
the good man. ‘‘ She’s got sense, and heart, 
too. She’ll find ‘ all is not gold that glitters.* 
It’ll do her good.” 

“At any rate,’* said Mother Pottles, 
brightening up, “I’m glad we fixed the 
house up afore she came home. This porch, 
now that the vines are growing nicely, makes 
it a sight prettier. How can we expect a 
fhncifhl child like Peggy to be happy unless 
we take some pains to make things hand¬ 
some around. I’m going to use that new 
Chaney set every day ; and Peggy shall have 
all the books and fiowers she wants.” 

“And a planner forty in the bargain, as 
soon as ever I can sell them heifers,” added 
Farmer Pottles. “And you must keep 
Nancy to do the rough work, and we’ll try 
and have a little enjoyment out of life this 
summer.” 

When the fragrant lilacs were in bloom, 
and the little brook that cooled the milkhouse 
on its way, was babbling its merriest, Peggy 
came home; a little taller, a little paler, and 
a great deal wiser than she went away. 

“ Pearlie has come to find her lost roses,” 
said her godmother. “And when you 
learn, as I know you will, that her heart has 
not been stolen away, you will consent to 
lend her to me again, sometime, will you 
not? For, rest assured I shall never lose my 
interest in my goddaughter.” 

Peggy was soon fiying from one point of 
interest to another. The new China set and 
the vineclad porch met her unqualified ap¬ 
probation ; each fiower and tree received a 
separate nod of recognition ; the brook told 
her all its hoarded secrets ; finally, bounding 
away to the garret, she gave Cynthia Jane 
Ann a caress which amply repaid that youpg 
lady for all her sufferings. And her parents 
soon found that all that was best and truest 
in Peggy, had survived her little Romance. 


QUICK TEMPER. 

BT PATIENCE WAITE. 

Don’t fancy, young people, that, because 
your quick temper causes you a good deal 
of trouble, that it is a thing of evil and only 
evil. Tour quick temper, like all the rest of 
your qualities and powers, is a gift from 
your loving Creator. He gave it to you in 
love; it is good for you; it is part of your 
arms and equipments in the battle of life. 
You will have need of it before you are 
through with its conflicts. A quick temper 


is a bad master, but a good slave; when you 
let it get control of you it is your master, 
and leads you into a great deal of wrong. 
It takes possession of you like a little fiend; 
it flushes and bloats your face, it kindles 
your eyes. It scowls your brows, it gnashes 
your teeth, it clinches your hands in fists, it 
thrusts out your feet in kicks, it causes your 
tongue to hiss out hateful words, that you 
would find it impossible to speak when you 
were your own natural self; it gets you into 
evil that perhaps a lifetime cannot undo. 

But a quick temper is a good slave. Make 
it your slave ; conquer it—hold it in obedience 
to your will and It will serve you well, and 
your own character will grow in nobleness 
and strength from the effort at conquest. 
The highest excellence of character comes 
from subduing evil and rising above it. If 
you have a good deal of the evil in your 
nature, you will make a great ascent when 
you get above it, and you will stand higher 
and be stronger—more virtuous than any 
one naturally amiable, who has had no 
struggle and gained no victory. 

We are apt to think that a meek person 
must be a spiritless, passive body, with no 
temptations to get angry. I do not think 
this is what God means by meekness, for 
Moses, the meekest man that ever lived, 
had, by nature, a quick temper. You re- 
ipember how he once killed a man who was 
unjust to another, how he meddled in other 
people’s quarrels, how he threw down and 
broke the tables of stone on which God had 
just written the ten commandments. You 
remember, too, how he assumed, with the 
greatest arrogance, that he had brought the 
water out of the rock, and not God. 

If you are troubled with a very ugly 
temper, you have a great field for conquest. 
Alexander the Great once wept because he 
had no more worlds to conquer. You will 
probably never be reduced to this extremity. 
You will have something to conquer if you 
live to be a hundred years old, but, day by 
day, with each victory, you shall enter upon 
your certain possessions. 

The Bible says the meek shall inherit the 
earth, and I used to think this was very 
strange. I supposed that meek people meant 
spiritless people, and if they ever were going 
to inherit the earth It would be a long time 
before they came into their property. But 
I see it differently now. The meek—that is 
those who have overcome themselves—are 
the royal natures; to them all things shall 
be in subjection. The earth is theirs, and 
God shall crown them kings and cou- 
querers. 
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BABY BOY. 


BT MBS. EMILY J. BUOBEE. 

What shall we sing of you, baby boy ? 
Somebody’s hope and somebody's joy. 

Fair as the flowers beside you there. 
Catching the light In your curly hair. 

Cheeks so chubby, and eyes so bright. 
Dimpled form in its slip of white, 

Rounded and polished in cherub style, ^ 
What are yon thinking of all the while? 

What will you do with the flve pink toes. 
Grasped in the chubby hand so close? 

Are you wondering if nice, soft feet 
Are good for a little boy to eat ? 

Wise as a sage is the dimpled face. 

Arm outstretched with a speaker's grace. 
Eloquent picture of life ^pd love. 

When did you drop fWim the sphere above? 

Rosy, rollicking baby boy, 

Somebody’s hope aiul somebody's Joy, 
Tempting morsel of human clay. 

Whose little treasure are you to-day? 

A RIDE ON A COW-CATCHER. 

BY MBS. MATTIE L. HOLDEN. 

I have something to tell you, to-day, I 
guess, that will open your blue eyes, your 
black eyes, and your gray eyes, to their full¬ 
est extent. What do you think, my brave 
Johnnie, of a ride on a cow-catcher of a 
locomotive ! And you, my timid Meg, how 
would you like to whiz off, over country, on 
:i steed of steel, propelled by steam, at the 
ale of forty-five miles the hour! You 


wouldn’t care for it, you think ? Just please 
sit close, and hear how grand it was. One 
moiming, last June, when we were taking: 
our five days’ journey across the country, 
w hen we had reached the very summit of the 
Rocky Mountains, where the air was cold 
and clear, from snowy peaks all about us. 
the conductor came to me and asked if J 
would like to ride on the engine awhile. Of 
course 1 would, so I on with my big, straw hat 
and water-proof, and at the next station he 
took me forward, and hopped me up into the 
engine, or caboose, as they call it. 

You know, don’t you, or If you don’t, you 
will when you are a few years older, that 
somehow we are never quite satisfied witk 
just what w'e have. When you have helped 
yourself to a slice of cake at table, you look 
at it and say, why didn’t I take that 
dAer piece; it is a sight nicer and bigger 
than this.” Don’t you, now ? Well, that's 
just the way with big folks. We never get 
the largest piece of cake. 

So, when I peeked over, and saw how nice 
It was out on the cow-catcher, I felt dissatis¬ 
fied, and asked the engineer if 1 couldn’t ?it 
out there. 

“ It’s rather dangerous, mum,” said ke ; 
** lots of cattle on these plains, and we 
run into some, but—” 

I didn’t wait to hear any more, but jum]»- 
ed out, with a certain brave boy, wh»' 
wouldn’t let me go alone, and we took seats 
on the little platform above the catcher, 
with our feet resting on the long, pointed 
bars below. The engine back of us sneezed 
a score of times, puffed its brazen sides, and 
moved slowly off. I felt awfully afraid. 
There was an iron post for us to take hold of, 
and you better believe I grasped it pretty 
hard. But after we had gotten under head¬ 
way, my fears all left me. 

O, my ehick-a-dees, it was grand ! About 
us, on every side, were purple mountams. 
crowned w ith snow, that glistened like silver 
in the bright morning. The sky was blue 
and clear, the sun fiashed like a diamond, on 
our w’ay ; there was not a cloud to be "et u, 
save in the far w est, a bank of fieecy thun¬ 
der caps, like billows of dowm, faintly shad¬ 
owed on the under side, and ever changing 
shape, like ocean waves. 

Faster, faster, we flew, dowm the long 
grade to Laramie City. Over high bridges, 
where, a hundred feet below' us,»slender 
streams fretted over mossy rocks—through 
long snow sheds,, built to keep the snow 
from drifting on the track in winter time- 
through gloomy tunnels, where we could 
not see our hands before us, and.where the 
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thunder of our car wheels woke answering 
detp-voiced echoes—past mighty rocks, that 
took the form of deserted cities and ruined 
ca-tles, as we flew by, with the long track 
glittering far ahead like twin serpents, and 
the very dash and vim of October in the 
cleAr air, we sped along. But, suddenly, the 
brave boy who sat beside me, looked out 
into the darkening west, and said. 

Why, sis, it is going to rain !’* 

8ure enough, a thunder cloud was rolling 
up, dark and angry, to meet us. Veined 
with flerce lightning, and heavy with thun¬ 
der, it swept onward. We had hardly time 
to gather our cloaks about our shoulders, 
before it broke upon us with terrible rage. 
The lightning was sharper than any I ever 
saw in New England, and I used to think 
that was bad enough. The hail stones came 
down, thick and large as walnuts, when 
merry boys shake autumn trees. It cut our 
laces and banged our heads, and treated us, 
upon the whole, very disrespectfully. We 
laughed, and screamed, and made great sport 
of it, although I will confess to you. In strict 
confidence, mind, that I wu pretty well 
scared. The engineer, feeling sorry for us, 
because we were getting all our nice clothes 
»IK>iled, you know, crowded on steam, and 
we fairly flew down the eight miles that 

retched between us and shelter. Suddenly 
wf heard the short “toot, toot,” of the 
whistle back of us, that signaled danger. 
“Hallo!” thought we, “what now?” W’e 
b^ked ahead through the blinding storm, 
and there, right on the track, running very 
f.tsi, and tossing her poor, frightened head 
from side to side, was a cow ! Think of it, 

. hildren, and we on the cow-catcher ! Our 
danger was greater than you can realize. We 
* ould dp nothing, only ask the good God to 
receive us, if we were to be killed, but save 
IS, if possible; and sit still. If we got up, we 
knew we should fell off and be ground to 
jowder underneath the wheels; if we re- 
Toained quiet, there was a chance, jast a 
feeble chance, that the cow-catcher would 
catch the cow and throw her to one side, 
instead of upon us. So we closed our eyes, 
and said a little prayer—we didnH have time 
for a very long one—for quicker than you 
could count ten, we had dashed down upon 
the cow, tossed her mangled body twenty 
feet to the side, and ridden safely past the 
danger. 

He who sits in Heaven, and listens to and 
guards HU children, had saved us. We felt 
too grateful to say much to one another; 
we softly thanked the tender Father who 
had preserved our lives, and resolved that 


we had had quite enough of riding on cow¬ 
catchers for one lifetime—we would not try 
it again. So we got off at Laramie, and took 
the palace car; but let me tell you (in con- 
fldence, again,) after all, I think it was a 
pretty nice ride, don’t you ? Good bye, till 
next month’s Corporal comes. 


THE ^ \0W MAN. 

[8K* PBoirriapixcz.] 

BT GKOBQB COOPER. 


In the blinding, whirling snow, 

Jolly snowbirds now are we! 

Roll his body while we go ; 

Plant him np against a tree! 

Fix him np a pair of hands; 

Tlien a pair of funny legs; 

^Count how many feet he stands; 
Ain't he shaky on his pegs! 

jNiinble Augers, how they fly I 
Laughing cheeks are cherry red! 
Punch him here and there an eye; 

What a precious pumpkin head! 
Ringing shouts are in the air— 

' Now he’s done, except the nose! 
Pop him here and pop him there; 
One, two, three, and down he goeat 


MARGERY DEE. 

BY LCBLLA CLARK. 

The stars were out, all shining bright. 
The moon was fair to see, 

WTien angels, brought on wings of light. 
Sweet little Margery Dee. 

All night they lingered, and at mom, 
Wben woke* the bird and bee. 

And fresh winds waved the tasscled com. 
They left ns Margery Dee. 

The wild, white rose was not more fair. 
More crystal pure than she; 

No Maytime violet’s hue more rare. 

Than eyes of Margery Dee. 

No wayward, warbling, woodland brook. 
Or lark high o’er the lea, 

A sweeter key of music took. 

Than voice of Margery Dee. 

And like the wild, white rose of May, 

Like Slimmer bird and bee, 

WTien came the winter, cold and gray, 

We missed fair Margery Dee. 

We missed her long, and missed her sore. 
For green grew vine and tree. 

And rose and violet came once more, 

But ne’er came Margery Dee. 

Yet, fain ive^mst, some bright spring day 
Will gaily dawn, when we. 

In some fair country, far away, 

Sh.all And sweet Margeiy- Dec. 
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A BOY’S TRUE STORY. 

WRITTEN BY HIMSELF.* 

I was born in Texas. My first recollection 
is of Indians, coming in daylight, and driv¬ 
ing off our horses. My father and the 
herdsman were out, and had a hard ride to 
escape the arrows. One stuck in my father’s 
hat, and I have it now. My mother was so 
alarmed that she fainted. I remember well 
how pale and beautiful she looked, as my 
father rubbed her hands and bathed her face. 
I stood by. It was the first time I had ever 
felt or thought much. Presently she opened 
her eyes, and looking at me, said, 

“My darling, kneel down here by me, and 
let us thank God that your father was not 
killed to-day.” 

I did so, my father standing near. 

After this, my mother taught me, daily, 
how to say my name, my father’s name, and 
the name of the State and county where I 
lived, that if I should be taken by the In¬ 
dians, and ever escape, or be bought from 
them, I might be able to tell who I was, and 
w’here I came from. 

When I was large enough to ride, my 
father gave me a pony, a beautiful iron gray, 
very gentle and very swift. I soon learned 
to ride him, and to love him. One day, after 
I had owned the pony a long time, and could 
ride well, I was out with father, hunting^ 
cattle. Presently we saw the cattle running 
in every direction, and one cow came up to 
tie, with an Indian arrow sticking in her side. 
My father said, 

“Now, my boy, we must ride for life. 
Your pony can outrun my horse, try to get 
home, my son.” 

I started, under w'hlp and spur. I was 
excited, and afraid. The dust nearly blinded 
me; but I knew my pony was taking me 
home. I heard a great crash among the 
rocks behind me, and a groan. I stopped 
and looked back. My father was just be¬ 
hind me. His horse had been stricken with 
an arrow, and had fallen under him. I 
jumped down and said, 

“Papa, mount; pony can take us both 
home !” 

I felt like a man, when papa said, “ God 
bless you, my son.” And we both got 
home, safe and sound, on the dear, good 
pony. 

My mother was always uneasy about me 
and father, when we were out looking after 
stock, so father concluded to sell his horses 

* The boy who wrote this story ot his own adven¬ 
tures, l8 now going to school In Texas. 


and cattle, and leave the fhintier. I was old 
enough now to be at school, and father 
thought my education must not be neg¬ 
lected. We packed up provisions for two or 
three days, and took long ropes to stake our 
horses on the grass, and started out with a 
number of herders to gather the stock. 

Mother bade us good bye with tears in her 
eyes, and said, “I hope this is the last time 
my dear ones will ever go out from me, in 
this wild country.” 

We had been out two days, and were very 
lucky in our hunt. Father and I were a 
little way from the herders, lying on our 
blankets, talking. Father was telling me 
what I must do if the Indians should ever 
kill him, when we saw about twenty-five 
savages charging right down upon us. Father 
took his six shooter from his belt, and was 
saying to me, 

“Remember, my son, w’hat I have told 
you. The Indians may kill me and take 
you captive. Be a brave, good boy, and try 
to get back to your mother.” 

I had^a Derringer pistol, and took it in my 
hand ; I hardly knew what for, but thought 
maybe I could kill one Indian. Most of the 
herdsmen, I think, got away ; but my poor 
father was surrounded. He fought till he 
fell, then one big Indian cut round his head 
with a knife, tore off* his scalp, and struck 
me in the face with it. All the time of the 
fight, I do not think I moved. I felt para¬ 
lyzed. But my father’s blood struck In my 
face, roused me. Without thinking of con¬ 
sequences, I fired my Derringer at the sav¬ 
age, and he fell. Immediately I was thrown 
down and tied, hands and feet, with raw-hide 
strings, rolled and kicked about in the dirt, 
and much of my hair pulled out. Then I 
was bound fiat on the back of a horse, and 
started off* on a gallop. 

How long this ride lasted, I do not know. 
My suflTerings were so great that I must have 
been delirious, for I thought I had ridden 
through seas of blood and fire, and was 
going through rivers of water. When I 
became conscious, I was in deep water, the 
horse w as stumbling over rocks, and I was 
frequently entirely under. The water had 
lengthened the raw-hide bonds, and I could 
feel. Oh ! how I suffered. 

After the Indians all got over the river, 
with all the horses they bad stolen, they un¬ 
bound me, took me off the horse, and loosed 
my hands and feet, which were badly cut 
and swollen. My head ached, O, so badly! 
and my eyes seemed to be balls of fire. My 
tongue w'as so swelled and dry, that it stuck 
out of my mouth. But t remembered all 
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except the ride. That seemed to have been 
years ago. The Indians had got home, 1 
reckon, for there were some tents, and 
squaws, and children; and 1 saw my father^s 
fine horse, and my dear pony. 

I could not get on my feet, though my 
bonds were loose. One old squaw brought 
her little boy where I lay, and made him 
spit upon me. Then shq went away, and 
the boy stooped down and felt my tongue, 
then brought some water and poured upon 
it, and put some in my mouth, and a portion 
ran down my throat. After that I slept a 
long time, 1 reckon, for the sun was rising 
when I awoke, so thirsty and hungry, so 
stiff and sore. I had been lying in the dew 
all night. The good boy that spit on me 
the day before, brought me some more water 
and some meat. I drank and ate, and then 
1 remembered what my father had told me, 
** to be a brave, good boy, and try to get 
back to my mother.” I prayed to God, as 
my mother had taught me from infancy, that 
He would take me home. 

I do not know how long I had been with 
the Indians, but I had got well and strong, 
and had learned a good many things from 
them, such as swimming, shooting with bow 
and arrows, and to live a long time without 
eating. They had left off sticking me with 
arrows and throwing me in the river, and 
were as kind as they knew how to be. My 
boy friend was very good; but all my 
thoughts and prayers were about making 
my escape. 1 was always watching for a 
chance. 

One evening, the hunters brought up their 
horses, and “hoppled” themnear the camp. 
My pony was with them. I did not sleep 
that night. There was no moon, but a little 
starlight. I prayed God to help me ; and as 
soon as all was still, I crawled softly out to 
where I had seen the horses, soon found my 
pony, and with a tug that was round his 
neck, and his “ hopples,” I made a “bosall” 
roimd his nose, and mounted him. He was 
Cat and fresh, and the grass did not grow 
under hie feet. I had no idea where we were 
going, but pony knew. We traveled all 
night, and till sunrise next morning, then I 
thought we had better rest. So we went 
into a snug little “mot” of timber, where 
there was some grass, and pony browsed and 
grazed ; but I held him all the while. I 
cannot describe how joyous and free I felt. 
I believed that God was taking me home. 

1 was afraid to ride in the daytime, in that 
strange, Indian country, so, when I thought 
pony was full, I hoppled him, and soon he 
lay down, and then I laid down and went to 


sleep. When I awoke, the sun was down, 
and pony was standing by me. 1 thanked 
God for His goodness, and we started on our 
journey. Next morning, after daylight, we 
came into a road, and this helped me greatly. 
I was nearly starved, for I had eaten nothing 
since I left the Indians. Pony, though he 
had traveled all night, now started off in a 
canter, and then he neighed, and very soon 
ran into a camp of white hunters. With 
them I ate and slept, and in a few days they 
took me home. 

My dear mother did not live many days 
after I got home. When my father was 
brought to her, murdered and scalped, and 
her only child taken off by Indians, her 
heart was broken, and she prayed for death. 
I told her what my father had said, and that 
it was for her sake that I had dared to make 
my escape; and she said, 

“ God forever bless my child, be to him a 
father and mother and guide, and direct him 
in all things. And, my son, when I am 
dead, go to your grandmother. She is child¬ 
less and lonely, and though I was disobe¬ 
dient, and she never forgave me, I think she 
will be kind to you for my sake.” 

When mother was buried, I and pony 
started for grandmother^s. We are with 
her now, and she is kind to us. 

A POLITE DOG. 

BY ALTA GRANT. 

Trip Is a little terrier, with a black coat 
and a white collar. Chicago was his native 
place, but as he was brought to the country 
when only three months old, he has no doubt 
long since forgotten his city home. For nine 
years he has been the pet of the family, and 
is considered, by all who know him, a very 
remarkable dog. Like “Old Dog Tray,” he 
“is ever faithful,” and his sympathy for any¬ 
one who seems to be suffering, is touching. 

Sometimes, when grandpa has a hard turn 
of coughing, he will stand beside him and 
cry like a child. 

He has a very un-canine fondness for kit¬ 
tens. One day, a family of young kittens 
was found in the cellar. Trip was delighted, 
and immediately constituted himself their 
chief guardian. When he felt like having a 
frolic, he would toss and tumble them os a 
cat does a mouse, and the kittens seemed to 
think it fine sport. 

Trip is always delighted to see his friends, 
and when asked to shake hands will put out 
his white paw as gracefully as any city belle. 

But his real politeness shows itself in 
another and better way. His favorite place 
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for a nap Is grandpa’s easy chair. There he 
will curl himself up on the leather-covered 
cushion, and lake more comfort than a king 
on a bed of dowm. But at the first sound of 
grandpa’s step, he Is wide awake. Up go the 
pretty, black ears, and in an instant he is on 
his feet, looking at his master, as much as to 
gay, “ Will you have the chair, sir?” 

If grandpa says, “No, I thank you,” he 
goes back and settles himself for another 
nap; but if grandpa seems inclined to sit 
down, the little dog at once retires. 

I wonder if some of The Corporal’s girls 
and boys may not learn a lesson from Trip. 


AT THE WELL. 


Sr FAITH LATIMER. 

Beneath an oak tree, by a well, 

A maiden sat and wept, 

And sorrow, more than she could tell. 

In her young heart she kept. 

Her ftice she clasp'd In her coarse hands— 
Hands, large for her few years— 

While all unknown to her there stood 
One who beheld her tears. 

Who saw the poor and scanty dress, 

The thin and crippled form, 

Bowed in the posture of distress. 

Like flowers bent in the storm. 

“ O, weep not so, my sorrowing child. 
Your grief will soon be o'er!” 

She spoke In tones so soft and mild. 

The girl ne'er heard before. 

The maiden saw an aged face. 

Though wrinkled, Idnd and wise. 

With silver hair, and smiles of grace. 

And bright, love-beaming eyes. 

She said, ” Pray, give to me a drink.” 

Quickly the ^rl obeyed. 

“ Now hurry homeward, and I think 
You will be well repaid.” 

Tripping along the mossy stone. 

She boro tlie splashing water. 
Repeating, ” As you've always done. 

It shall bo well, my daughter.” 

She scarcely reached the garden gate. 

Ere harsh words brok^ the spell— 

“ You lazy girl, I will not wait 
Your trifling at the well!” 

“ O, mother, I can tell you why.” 

She said in accents sweet, 

And as she mildly made reply. 

Something fell at her feet. 

The mother saw it glistening there, 

A gem of purest gold; 

The maiden’s lips dropped jewels rare. 

As she the story told. 

Then to the other daughter—” Go, 

And wear your loveliest dress : 

Your Ixauty will receive, I know. 
Treasures we could not guess.” 


Her perfect form moved like a queen. 

Each motion full of grace; 

Such waving curls were rarely seen 
Round such a handsome face. 

Just where her sister sat to rest, 

A lowly seat she took. 

Waiting to greet the charming guest 
With pleased, expectant look. 

And while she dream'd of wondrous things, 
Of treasures rich and rare. 

Of fairies bright with silver wings, 

A woman old stood there. 

” I pray thee give to me a drink, 

I'm old, and weary, too.” 

” Am I a servant, do you think, 

To wait on such as you?” 

” Tour recompense is justly won. 

You vain, ill-natured maid! 

Go home—do as you’ve always done. 

And you shall be repaid.” 

A sternness, as the words were said. 

She dared not disobey; 

She proudly tossed her haughty head. 

And went her homeward way. 

She fiercely slammed the garden gate. 
Went muttering up the walk, 

Where mother and the sister wait. 

Poured out her angry talk. 

” You won’t send me your drinks to bring 
And watch your silly elf ! 

Your fair}' was a cross, old thing. 

As crooked as yourself.” 

Her passion seemed a raging storm. 

And with it came In sight. 

Prom out her lips, a hideous worm. 

At which all screamed with fright! 

And so they crawled from off her tongue. 
Bugs, worms, and slimy things, 

Down from her lips their webs they spun. 
And poisoned her with stings! 

The loving maiden's gems and gold 
Soon bought a palace home. 

Where, as the wise old fairy told. 

Ill temper could not come. 

The spiteful sister lived alone. 

Green spiders lined her roof! 

Only such creatures for her own. 

As stung her with reproof! 

Now children dear, it may be, you 
Will ne’er this fkiry see; 

But do not doubt the lesson true, 

As sure as it can be. 

Remember you have often heard 
Of slander's venomed breath ; 

How* wrath and passion’s bitter word 
May sting the soul to death. 

Sweet temper, like the sun above. 

Can gild the darkest scene ; 

While words of kindness, acts of love. 
Outlast the Jewel's gleam. 

For In the blessed, holy Book, 

Choice spoken words we're told, 
like glistenine sllv’er pictures look. 
Encircling fruit of gold. 
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FIGHTING THE ENEMY. 

BT EMILY 1IUNT1N<JT0N MILLBB. 


CHAPTER VI. CONCLUDED. 

It wad a grand opening for the battle; but 
if any expected that the victory wa« to be 
dure and easy, they soon found their mistake. 
The old enemy had many weak points, but 
he proved himself a match for all his foes in 
one trait, and tliat was pernemrance. When 
he was driven out of one comer, he took up 
his quarters in another, and at last he gave 
up open fight, and only worked in the dark, 
in a way that gave little chance for oppo¬ 
sition. 

I wish I could say that poor Jakey Neal 
stood firm; but though Esquire Howells 
gave him work, and tried to keep him away 
from his tempters, the weak old man went 
back again and again to his bottle, imtil at 
last he gave up all attempts at reform, and 
spent half his time in the little back shop of 
the brewery, called, by courtesy, an office, 
but where it was well knowm that old Rooney 
supplied bis customers with whiskey. And, 
in spite of all opposition, it seemed as if the 
brewery was more prosperous than ever. 

A new partner, with plenty of money, came 
. to Mike Rooney's aid. The buildings were 
enlarged, a number of now hands brought 
out from the city, and a store opened by the 
side of the office, where the workmen were 
supplied with groceries and dry goods at a 
price far below that which ruled at the one 
** comer store " of Ccdarville. Mr. Crooks 
ft’owned, and declared the store could not 
be sustained at such prices, and that it was 
only done to draw custom away from honest 
men ; but in some way or other Rooney and 
his partner seemed to prosper wonderifujly, 
and customers were pretty sure to go where 
they could get the most for their money. So 
the temperance folks waited and worked and 
watched, and all but the boys began to feel 
discouraged, and to declare that they were 
really worse off than ever. 

Billy Shaw was not discouraged—not he. 
He had w'on bis father from the hands of the 
enemy, though it was a terrible fight, and it 
seemed for a while as if the poor man really 
would die in the struggle ; but the old min¬ 
ister was right, and God had* helped him 
when all other help failed. He was at work 
now in a neighboring village, and Billy had 
cheerfully given up his pleasant home at 
Aunt Marcia's and the prospect of going to 
school, to go with his fothor and work for 
small wages, rather than leave him for a day 
alone. How triumphant Billy felt, when 


they two came home together on Saturday 
night, the strong man walking upright thro’ 
the streets, and passing, w ith a shudder, the 
scenes of his former degradation. 

“We always come past the burying 
ground,” Billy said to Aunt Marcia, and 
father sits down to rest by Ducky’s grave. 
Somehow, I think he talks to her; he always 
set so much store by her, and I can't help 
feeling as if she knew all about it. 1 always 
want to say something to her, to tell her 
that it’s all right now.” 

Billy looked anxiously at Aunt Marcia, as 
if he was half afraid she might not approve 
of it, but she only wiped her eyes, and said, 
with a shake of her head, 

“ We don’t know much about such things. 
Some folks believe in ministering spirits, and 
I don't deny that it's according to the Bible; 
but when a thing isn’t set dowu clear, the 
best way is not to go to upsetting all our 
foundations by speculating about it. There's 
enough that’s set down plain.” 

The friendship between Jonas and Billy 
was as strong as ever, and they held weekly 
consultations in the great, cheery kitchen, 
or out at the bam, where Jonas threw down 
the liay for the cattle. 

“ If w’c could only get rid of the breweiy,” 
said Jonas, burying his fork deep in the mow , 
as if he wore sinking a death blow to a foe, 
“ but as long as that is running, we shall have 
old Rooney and all his crew, and they are 
too strong for us boys.” 

“ I don’t know,” said Billy, thoughtfully, 
“ perhaps there'll be a way ; at any rate, I 
never shall give up hoping, though some¬ 
times it seems kind of mean and selfish in 
me to feel so glad and satisfied about father, 
when there’s others that are just as bad.” 

“ I should think you ought to be glad; of 
course, you ought to,” said Jonas. “But, 
Billy, did you ever think—do you ever feel 
afraid, that he might—that they might gel 
him again 

Jonas asked the question in a half whis¬ 
per, and Billy answeired in the same tone. 

“ I’m afraid all the time, and so is father ; 
and mother worries so, I can see every time 
we come how sharp her face is getting—as if 
she was starved, or going wild.” 

Billy sat for awhile, silently pulling long, 
shining straws from the bundles, and break¬ 
ing them in his fingers ; and Jonas watched 
him, nervously. 

“ I tell you what, Jonas,” he said, start¬ 
ing up, “ the best for us all is to go aw'ay 
from here; and father means to go in the 
spring, if he can manage it. My Uncle Har¬ 
vey will help us get a farm out west, and we 
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can all make a new start where there’s no¬ 
body can throw anything up to us.” 

Billy’s face darkened, and Jonas knew he 
was thinking as much of his niother as his 
father. 

That night, when Jonas and Aunt Marcia 
sat by the little round table, in their cus¬ 
tomary Saturday-evening calm, they talked 
the matter all over; or, rather, Jonas told 
Aunt Marcia what Billy had said, and Aunt 
Marcia quietly listened and thought about 
it, which was her way of talking things over. 
Jonas had a secret hope that she would dis¬ 
approve the plan ; but she only said, 

Billy looks at things very sensibly for a 
boy of his years. I dare say it would be 
better for all of them to go out west. Not 
on account of getting away from temptation, 
but it is always easier to respect yourself 
when you feel as if other folks respected 
you.” 

And as Jonas sat watching the clear blaze 
that was curling around the hickory logs in 
the fireplace, he remembered his old doubts 
and troubles about the way of transgressors, 
and he saw more plainly than ever the reason 
why it must be hard, even to the third gene¬ 
ration of the innocent ones whose lot was 
east with them. 

The great, eight-day clock struck nine, in 
its quick, decided fashion, as if it dared any¬ 
body to question the fact; and promptly 
with the first stroke. Aunt Marcia rose and 
began to cover up the fire. 

“Snuff your candle, Jonas, and be careful 
of the sparks, as you go up the stairway,” 
she said, with her usual caution. “ It would 
be a bad night for a fire, with everything 
frozen up tight, and this wind a-blowing.” 

In all the annals of Cedarville, there was 
only one tradition of a fire, and that was 
when Deacon Millman’s bam was struck by 
lightning. But a wholesome horror of such 
a catastrophe kept the Cedarville house¬ 
keepers in a state of vigilance. Aunt Mar¬ 
cia, especially, seemed to be constantly ex¬ 
pecting a visitation of Qre, and Jonas never 
mounted the creaking stairs of a windy 
night, without the warning words, 

“ Be careful of your candle, Jonas.” 

The moon was shining full in at the win¬ 
dow, and the little fringe of balls on the 
dimity curtain danced and trembled in the 
gusts that shook the loose casement. The 
little, flickering candle was nearly lost In 
the cold, clear radiance, and Jonas honored 
his Aunt’s caution by extinguishing it. He 
twisted the curtain aside, boy fashion, and 
looked out as he undressed, at the white 
glitter of the snow-covered fields, and the 


distant tw inkle of the village lighta. There 
were very few to be seen, but at the brewery 
store the windows were ablaze. They had 
the new kerosene lamps there, a wonder in 
the little village, and looked upon with ad¬ 
miration, but distrusted as dangerous neigh¬ 
bors that might at any time take a fancy to 
go off in fire and smoke. A column of black " 
smoke, slowly rolling upward from the chim¬ 
neys of the brewery, showed that, contrary 
to his usual custom, old Roony meant to set 
the moral little villuge at defiance, by carry¬ 
ing on his work to the Sabbath morning. 

“I wish there would be a fire, over yon¬ 
der,” said Jonas, with a shake of his head 
tow'ard the brewery. “ I don’t see w'hat’s 
the use of such folks, anywayand he 
crept into bed with a look of intense disgust 
on his face. 

The old clock In the kitchen struck ten, 
and eleven, and twelve, though no one was 
awake to hear it. It struck one, and the 
men w ent home from the brew'ery, and only 
a faint wreath of smoke hung over the chim¬ 
ney tops. In the shade of the dingy build¬ 
ing, two men went busily back and forth to 
a neighboring house, carrying books and 
bundles, and strange-lookiug burdens, until 
at last all was silent and deserted. Then 
from a lower window a dull, red light began 
to glow, and almost at the same moment 
two upper windows caught the reflection. 
The light brightened and spread, and pres¬ 
ently puffs of smoke burst here and there 
from crevices, followed speedily by lurid 
tongues of fire, that lapped around the 
blackened roof, and quickly licked up the 
light crust of snow lying upon it. Ten 
minutes later, old Goody Brand was awak¬ 
ened by a strong, red glow' upon the w'alls 
of her little cottage, and hobbling to the 
window in affright, saw' that the brewery 
was blazing like a great torch against the 
dusky, winter sky. She could do nothing, a 
lame, old lady, crippled by rheumatism, and 
not a soul within call; but presently a slinll 
cry rang through the air, “ Fire ! fire!” and 
one and another voice joined in, until all the 
little community was aroused, half wild with 
excitement. There was running and shout¬ 
ing, but little could be done beyond carrying 
a few' goods from the brewery store, and 
pulling dow’n an old shed that threatened to 
conduct the fire to a bam near by ; and then 
men, women, and children stood by and 
w'atchcd the blazing pile until it was only a 
heap of smouldering timbers. 

Old Rooney was loud and bitter in his. 
lamentation over his loss. 

“Every cent of my property gone!” he 
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declared; ‘*all the catnings and eavings of 
fifteen years!” 

“Wall,” said Jakey Neal, solemnly, “it 
is pretty tough, but it ought to be a lesson 
to ye ; looks like ’twas a judgment on ye 
for breakin’ the Sabba’ day. If ye’d gone 
and shut up at sundown, like a Christian, 
there wouldn’t been no fire to bum things, 
'thout Hvsas fixed a-purposey 
“ ’Twas fixed a-purpose!” said Rooney, 
eagerly. “ I haven’t a doubt that building 
was set on fire.” 

“No more hain’t I,” said Jakey, seriously. 
“ And I could lay my hand on the very 
man that did it,” said Rooney, getting more 
excited. 

“8o could I, Mr. Rooney, so could I,” 
said Jakey, emphatically, taking him by 
the arm. 

Old Rooney gave a suspicious glance at 
Jakey’s bloated face, but saw only his usual 
dmnken leer. 

“ I’m not going to accuse anybody now,” 
he continued, “ but if there’s law in the 
land. I’ll show the temperance folks whether 
it’s safe to meddle with an honest man’s 
businesa.” 

The little groups of visitors began slowly 
to separate, going home in twos and threes, 
through the dusk of the early Sabbath dawn. 

Aunt Marcia Hale, with her big, green, 
camlet cloak wrapped around her, came 
down to the gate to ask of a passing neigh- 
l)or the particulars of the fire. Nothing 
could be more characteristic of Aunt Mar¬ 
cia’s conscientiousness than the fact that 
both she and Jonas had remained at home, 
and only watched the fire from the windows. 

“ If it w'as a dwelling house,” she said to 
Jonas, “ and people were likely to be per¬ 
ishing, I should feel called upon to do my 
part. But when there’s nothing to be done 
to help, I don’t see as I should be j»istified 
in breaking the Sabbath day by gossiping 
around.” 

Jonas, with all a boy’s excitement at a 
fire, was eager to rush with the rest at the 
first alarm, and felt a little impatient of his 
Aunt’s scruples, but he only expressed it by 
the restless beat of his fingers on the window, 
as he watched the fiames grow and brighten, 
and then die slowly away. 

“ Aunt Marcia,” he asked, as they sat at 
breakfast, “ are you glad or sorry ?” 

Aunt Marcia stirred her coffee deliberately 
before she answered. 

“ It doesn’t seem right to rejoice at the 
misfortunes of a neighbor: but David says, 
that when the Lord overthrows the devices 
of the wicked, the righteous shall see it and 


be glad. I don’t feel any ill will toward Mr. 
Rooney, but I hope this will be the means 
of turning him to some honest way of mak¬ 
ing a living.” 

“ Well,” said Jonas, dropping his attempts 
at Sundaj^ decorum, “I’m just as glad as I 
can be. If I had been there, I should have 
tossed up my cap and hurrahed, when the 
old shell went down. I feel just like shout¬ 
ing now ; seems as if it would choke me, if I 
didn’t let it out somehow!” 

Aunt Marcia looked at Jonas with a curi¬ 
ous mixture of amusement and reproof hi 
her face, bui she only said, 

“ I’d try and keep it in until Monday morn¬ 
ing and then took down the big Bible for 
the regular morning reading. Oddly enough, 
as Jonas thought, she read the tenth Psalm, 
and he could have rublied his hands with 
satisfaction, as he heard David’s denuncia- 
ciations of the oppressor. 

“ He sitteth in the lurking places of the 
villages; he lieth in wait sc'crctly as a lion 
in his den; he lieth in wait to catch the 
poor; he doth catch the poor, when he 
draweth him into his net.” 

But \iiien Aunt Marcia prayed the Lord to 
give them the charity that siiffereth long 
and is kind, and to keep them from forget¬ 
ting their own sins while they judged those 
of their neighbors, Jonas felt a little less 
triumphant, and was more disposed to 
remember his own shortcomings. 

The fire was more than a nine-days’ won¬ 
der to the villagers, and the small share of 
sympathy which had been extended to old 
Rooney, was withdrawn, as it began to 
be more and more openly said that he had 
fired the brewery himself, after removing 
everything valuable from the store, in order 
to get the insurance upon the buildiugs. It 
was proved beyond question, that he was so 
deeply involved that everything would have 
shortly been taken for debt, and it was a day 
of general rejoicing when he finally removed 
his family to the city. 

The boys of the temperance society went 
to work with new vigor, now that the brew¬ 
ery and its attendant grocery were removed. 
They even had hopes of Jakey Neal again ; 
but, alas! for his good resolutions, he soon 
began to make periodical trips to the city, 
bringing back not only his own supplies, but 
a stock for his brother tipplers, who carried 
it away .slyly in jugs and bottles. 

Early in the spring, the Shaws moved away 
to the west, where Mrs. Shaw’s brother had 
already secured them a farm on favorable 
terms. 

Jonas and Billy exchanged their boyish 
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goodbyes with a great deal more of hearty 
utfection and regret than either of tiieni could 
put into words. 

“ Let US hear from you, Billy,’* said Aunt 
Marcia, as she held his hand in hers. “ You 
have come to be almost like Jonas to me.” 

Billy faltered a little at this unexpected 
warmth from Aunt Marcia, and then said, 

“ Yes’m, you’ll hear from me, and I mean 
you shall hear good from me, too. It was 
you that gave me the first lift, you and Jonas, 
when everybody else was set against us.” 

” I was as much set as anybody, at the 
first,” said Aunt Marcia, honestly. “I won’t 
lu etend to deny that; but I’m thankful the 
Lord taught me. We make poor work doing 
His will and understanding His command¬ 
ments, sometimes.” 

“Y'ou helped me,” repeated Billy, looking 
almost reverently into her face, “ and every¬ 
thing has seemed to go easier since then. 
And Aunt Marcia, I said, when little Ducky 
went away from us, that I meant to fight the 
rumsollers just as long as I lived. I never 
shall take that back, iieifer^ and if you hear 
from me, you’ll hear that I’m fighting them 
still.” 

The front gate clicked, and Mrs. Shaw 
came slowly up the walk, pausing a little to 
look at a purple crocus, that had pushed its 
daring head through the very edge of a van¬ 
ishing snowdrift. She was pale and thin, 
but Aunt Marcia noted, as she went to 
meet her, a peaceful expression that was 
new to her face. 

“I came to say good by, Marcia,” she 
said, as she extended her hand; ” I could 
not go away without saying it, for the sake 
of the old times.” 

” I’m light glad you came, Becky,” said 
Aunt Marcia, cordially, ‘‘ and I’m sorry 
you’re going away.” 

” Are you ?” said Mrs. Shaw, wonderingly. 
“ I should think you’d be glad ; you ought 
to be glad.” 

Aunt Marcia did not answer, and Mrs. 
Shaw went on : “ It seems as if it would be 
like being bom again. I feel as if I was 
going to leave all the old, sad, dreary life 
behind me. Other people have had happi¬ 
ness, but I have seemed to miss it all, and 
hope; but there hasn’t been any hope for me, 
not for many, many years. I’ve seemed to 
be left one side, just as if the Lord had for¬ 
gotten me—I used to think He had.” 

“Poor Becky,” said Aunt Marcia, com¬ 
passionately, “ you have been sorely tried, 
but He never forgets.” 

“ I know it, I know it now, but it is all so 
new and strange I feel afraid ; I don’t dare 


to feel glad yet. But I’ve been over yonder,” 
and she waved her hand toward the cemc- 
tory ; “I wanted to stand by her grave and 
take back all the hard, bitter things I said, 
in my heart, when they laid her there. He 
is good, Marcia Hale. He knew I was mad 
with trouble, and He let me take it all back.” 

Aunt Marcia wiped her eyes, but could not 
say a word. 

“ When we get to our new home,” said Mrs. 
Shaw, “I mean to begin my life all over 
again, just as if there had never been any 
other life. Why, Marcia Hale, it seems to 
me just like going to heaven, and as if I 
should find my mother there waiting for me.” 

“ I hope you’ll be happy there,” said Aunt 
Marcia, heartily, “and I dare say you will. 
Yon have a great deal to hope for your chil¬ 
dren. Billy’s a boy to be proud of.” 

“ I’ve thought of my children,” said Mrs. 
Shaw; “ if it wasn’t for them I don’t see 
how I could go away and leave her lying 
there all alone.” 

As she rose to go. Aunt Marcia suddenly 
went to the tall, mahogany bureau in the 
darkened parlor. The delicate odor of rose 
leaves floated out, as it always did when the 
drawers were opened, and Aunt Marcia’s 
hand trembled a little, as if she were disturb¬ 
ing something sacred. She took out a large 
blanket shawi, soft and fine, os it had always 
seemed fitting that the garments of the 
sainted one should be, and hastening back 
to Mrs. Shaw, she placed it in her hands. 

“There,” said she, “I want to give you 
that, Becky, before you go away. I never 
have felt as if I wanted to wear any of 
mother’s things myself, but I should like to 
have you keep this for the sake of the old 
times.” 

“ I’ll take it, and thank you,” said Mrs. 
Shaw^; “it will help me to remember, and 
io forget V 

All this was flAeen years ago, and one who 
only remembered the little hamlet of Cedar- 
ville, would find little, now, to remind him 
of its earlier days. For two generations it 
had slumbered there among the hills, send¬ 
ing its narrow farms down from father to 
son, and scarcely feeling the shadow of 
change. Ten miles away, the little factory 
town of C— sprung suddenly up, and grew, 
in a few years, into a pretentious city; then 
gradually crept beyond its narrow limits, 
swallowing up, little by little, the pleasant, 
outlying farms, and stretching its chains of 
factories to every little, frolic^me brook. 
It was the water power at Cedarville that 
first drew the eyes of manufacturers, and all 
at once the rocky farms gained a new value. 
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and men beg^ to price their land by the foot 
instead of the acre. Farms were divided and 
sabdivided, and poor men grew rich on the 
profits ; buty for a long time, the Uale farm 
kept its broad meadows unbroken. 

** I don't need to sell," said Aunt Marcia, 
proudly, " and 1 suppose there's no law to 
compel me.” 

So she kept her own counsels, and secretly 
drew from the savings bank the money she 
had laid aside for a rainy day, and sent it to 
Jonas, to meet his college expenses. And 
when Jonas finished his professional studies, 
and took his place most honorably at the bar, 
Aunt Marcia felt that the time had come for 
her to place the responsibility of his fortune 
in his own hands. 

** It will all be yours, sometime,” she said, 
with a glance of satisfaction at the noble¬ 
looking man who sat with her in the same 
old, cheery kitchen, ” but I meant you should 
have it Just as your Grandfather Hale left it; 
not an acre less. Now yon must do as you 
please with it.” * 

” It shall be just as you please, Aunt Mar¬ 
cia,” said Jonas. ” I mean this for my home, 
always, but cannot afford to be here much 
for a few years, and I'm afraid I can hardly 
do the fkrm justice. We might rent it, I 
suppose.” 

“Better sell it,” said Aunt Marcia. “I 
never should care for it after other folks had 
lived here.” 

So the Hale farm was sold, all but the old 
boose, and the orchard and grove adjoining, 
and here Jonas came back with his lovely 
young wife, to spend his summer vacations 
firom business, and to keep the thanksgiving 
holidays, until, by and by, he came to build 
upon the old spot a home for his children. 

“ Aunt Marcia,” said Jonas, one evening, 
“ I beard ffom our old friends the Shaws, 
to-day.” 

“ Dear, dear,” said Aunt Marcia, dropping 
her knitting work, and starting up in sudden 
interest. 

“ It's strange,” said Jonas, musingly; “a 
man came into my office, and just accident¬ 
ally mentioned that he lived in the place 
with Harvey Lovett, and It just occurred to 
me that be was Mrs. Shaw's brother; so 1 
found out all about them.” 

“ Well r* said Aunt Marcia, inquiringly. 

“ O, he says they’re really rich. The place 
grew light up, as all those western towns do. 
He said Dea<^ Shaw was one of the most 
infiuential men in the place. Sammy is a 
merchant, with a good business. Nancy is 
married to a farmer, and Billy is in the State 
senate, fighting all manner of evil with his 


old grit. ‘ I tell ye now,' said the man, ‘ you 
can count him in on the right side every 
time; no use trying to buy litm out, or scare 
him out; it can't be did.’ ” 

Aunt Marcia's face fairly shone with pleas¬ 
ure ; and she took off her glasses to wipe 
them. 

“ Mrs. Shaw is dead,” added Jonas; “ an 
‘ uncommon ntcc vxmutn' the man called her.” 

Aunt Marcia's face .saddened a little, but 
presently she said, softly, 

“ Well, it doesn't matter. Simeon was 
ready to depart when his eyes had seen the 
salvation of the Lord.” 

RACE WITH A FRENCH CLIPPER. 

BY AN OLD NAVIGATOR. 

During my service in India, I commanded 
a beautiful clipper ship called the “Fiery 
Cross,” formerly a well-known clipper be¬ 
tween New York and San Francisco, but sold 
In India during the late war, when her name 
was changed from “Belle of the West” to 
“Fiery Cross.” Lying at anchor In the 
harbor of Muscat, she was more like a trim 
man-of-war than a merchant ship, with yards 
squared, awnings tightly spread, and ropes 
hauled taut; decks as clean and white as 
many a thrifty housewife's fioor, and perfect 
order and discipline reigning on board, fore 
and aft, among a crew of sixty-four men, 
native Lascars of India, and two European 
mates, who, like myself, spoke Bengalee. I 
was justly proud in commanding such a per¬ 
fect model of naval architecture. 

I was invited to dine on board an English 
man-of-war, where I met the Political Resi¬ 
dent of the Persian Gulf, with several naval 
officers whom I had known in Bombay, then 
on a mission to the Sultan of Muscat. The 
conversation turned on the respective merits 
of sailing vessels. 

THE CHALLENGE. 

Among the guests was a Frenchman who 
commanded “ La Phantome,'’ a fast little 
bark, that formerly had been a slaver. Hear¬ 
ing the Fiery Cross much praised for her 
cleanliness and clipper-like appearance, he 
gave me a challenge, that if I were ready 
when he sailed, ho would beat me in a dis¬ 
tance of ninety miles, to Ras al Had, a cape 
on the Arabian coast. I at once accepted 
the challenge, and the bet was to be tifi« 
nouvdte chapeau —a new hat. 

Hurrying up with the discharge of my 
cargo of rice, and taking on board my cargo 
of salt, I was soon in good sailing trim, and 
ready for sea, bound to Calcutta. I then 
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hauled the ship out to the entrance of the 
harbor to wait for my clearance papers. 

Meantime my friend the Frenchman had 
sailed at six o’clock in the morning of the 
same day. Eight o’clock at night came, but 
still no appearance of the clerk with my 
papers. I then lay down on a hencoop, and 
being somewhat fatigued, I was soon asleep. 

I w'as determined to start as soon as the 
Hindoo clerk came with my ship’s papers. 
At midnight he came on board. A six- 
pounder carronade was fired, making the 
surrounding rocks ring again and again, to 
warn my shore friends that I was about to 
start. The pipes of the native boatswain 
and his mates were heard shrill and loud 
over the decks, with the long, dismal call, 

“ All—hands—up—anchor.” My two mates 
were not so well pleased at being disturbed, 
but I was detennlned, with the fine breeze 
and good weather wc then had, to give the 
Frenchman a heat. 

THE RACE.* 

“ Come, bear a hand and get sail on the 
ship I Topmen, lay aloft and loose all sail, 
fore, main, and mlzen topsails! upper and 
lower top-gallant sails and royals!” 

The anchor, in the meantime, was being 
hove up by about forty of the best men, and 
In less time than I have taken to write this, 
the Fiery Cross was standing out to sea un¬ 
der every stitch of canvas, and steering her 
course after the Frenchman, who had now 
ftilly eighteen hours the start of me. The 
watch was set, and soon the ship was as quiet 
as if still lying at anchor, but sailing under a 
a fine, steady breeze, with smooth water. I 
again lay dow'n on the hencoop, with orders 
to call me at daylight. 

THE DEFEAT. 

Daylight came at about five o’clock in the 
morning, when the second mate called me, 
saying that the Frenchman was close to lee¬ 
ward of us, and trying to cross our bows. 

“So-ho! my French friend, I see what you 
arc at. Quartermaster, luff her up close to 
the wind, and go ahead of that Frenchman.” 

Soon my gallant ship sw'cpt close up to 
the wind, answering her helm like a beauty 
as she was, and then again keeping the sails 
full, dashed ahead of him as proubly as if he 
were still lying at anchor. 

Hailing La Phantome, as we swept proudly 
and gracefully past, I called out, “ You can’t 
sail with the Fiery Cross.” 

Waving his hat in reply, he called out, 
“Bon voyaqe!'" (a good voyage to you). 

Standing again on our course, we soon left 
the Frenchman, and at noon he w'as out of 
sight. 


In fifteen days we were at Cochin, on the 
Malabar coast, and again resumed our pas¬ 
sage to Calcutta. But I never saw my friend 
of La Phantome again, to receive my well- 
won nouveUe cliapeau. 


A CHILD’S VISION. 


BY JULIA M. THAYER. 

O tell me no fairy talea to-night, 

For lovely fay or tricksy sprite, 

No more can charm my raptured sight. 

I have caught a glimpse of the Beautiful Land. 
Where angels w'ander, hand in hand. 

In garments white, and shining hair. 

Through leafy groves and gardens fair. 

I see, 1 see the purple hills. 

The meadow green, the sparkling rills; 

I catch the scent of spicy gales 
That sweep along the flowry vales. 

O, there no breath of winter blows! 

Dear summer wears a fadeless rose; 

In sleep no weary eyelids close; 

And all we can know of bliss 
From prophet's dream, or poet’s rhyme. 
From joys of home, or love's fond kiss. 
Awaits us in that blessed clime. 

Then weave me no fairy spell to-night, 

I care not for elf or tricksy sprite. 

O, well may fancy's pinions fail, 

And w’ell may earthly splendors pale 
Before the radiant vision ! 

And well the ear that once has heard 
The warblings rare of Bden'sbird, 

May turn from lute and fairy tale 

To catch, again, those strains elysian. 

O, were my soul but lily-white. 

How sw’eet to take her airy flight 
Across the shining river! 

With glad humility and grace. 

To seek Hi* dear, approving face. 

And there, with angcl-comrades stray 
O’er heavenly hlghts, far, far away. 

As heautifhl and blest as they, 

Forever and forever. 


WET WEATHER WORK, AND FUN. 

BY PRANK CHURCH. 

It rains a great deal in Dampertown. 

We are a very small family, and not rich 
at that; and Tom is not a very strong boy, 
and did not go to school that winter. These 
are the leaders of what I am going to say. 
That winter it snowed a great deal, and 
when it didn’t snow, it rained, and most of 
the time the wind blew for variety. 

Between Tom being delicate, and Dick 
coughy and croupy, and being obliged to 
keep them in doors in bad weather, I was at 
my w it’s end for something to make them 
contented and happy. With this end in 
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Tiew, wc devised a good deal of wet weath¬ 
er work, and fun. It made the boys con¬ 
tented and happy; and, perhaps, others may 
like it, too. We rejid a good deal, but one 
cannot read dU the time. But as we all 
liked them very much ourselves, we con¬ 
cluded we would make a newspaper our¬ 
selves. So we began it. We called it after 
its birthplace—“ The Fireside,'' Tom found 
a motto for it from an old number of 
Harper’s Weekly. 

** Nestling round the hearth together. 

We deiy the growling weather.” 

I was to be the “heavy editor,” Tom the 
“local,” while Dick, the little one who 
could not write, announced that he had 
“ made a poetry all out of his own head,” 
and wished some one to take it down for the 
paper. Hero it is, and to my mind, many 
longer “ poems” have less poetry in them. 

** In the pleasant little parlor, 

In the cottage, snug and neat, 

Hy little place by mamma. 

Is always—OI so sweet l'’ 

It was his first, and very probably his last, 
but it is the real thing, after all. 

One of our friends contributed a heavy 
article on commerce, “Lollipops—their na¬ 
ture, and are they profitable to the human 
fimilly.” 

Tom wrote a serial, and Hal a fairy tale. 
The serial began in the middle, and wrote 
away toward both ends. It was all about 
an exceedingly bad boy—a drccutfuUy bad 
boy—who had no friends in particular, and 
was possessed after the water, longing un¬ 
speakably for a boat of his own. Then 
somebody’s son or daughter, (Tom had it 
son at first, but afterward changed it to 
daughter in the next chapter), fell over¬ 
board. “Thad” has the good luck to fish 
“ it ” out, and is rewarded for his bravery 
by the gift of a boat, in which, being utterly 
cleansed of his badness, by his “ daring and 
heroic act,” he sails away to the Sandwich 
Islands, provisioned for a year with sponge 
cake, rusk, pop, beer, and peanuts. He 
lives beloved and respected in that isle of 
the blest; marries the chief’s daughter, and 
goes largely into the culture of peanuts, 
some of his original stock having been left 
over. He drives a flourishing trade, in this 
valuable article, with the main land, and be¬ 
comes immensely weathly. 

I ventnred to suggest that the provision 
was rather light for so long a journey, but 
Tom said, 

“ What was the use of having a newspaper 
and writing one’s own stories, if one could’nt 
have them to suit one’s self.” 


1 was silenced, but have since had my 
dou6ts of the entire originality of the plot. 
It does seem to me as if I had seen it before, 
wmevahere. 

We had an obituary column, too, where a 
touching tribute was paid to the merits of 
Triton Goldfish, and numerous fish, white 
mice, kittens, etc. It was a great night, 
when, having carefully copied all this inter¬ 
esting matter upon a sheet of foolscap, I 
read it aloud. Wc shall never do so won¬ 
derful a thing again, not even if we discover 
a new play of Shakspeare, or retranslate 
Dante; but Dr. Wiseacre said, 

“ What nonsense to stuff the boys beads 
with.” 


THE PARROT, ALLIGATOR, AND 
BEAVER. 

BY JAMBS YOUNG. 

A dispute krose upon the banks of a stream 
between a parrot, an alligator, and a beaver, 
as to which was the greatest of the three. 
The parrot hopped down from off his perch, 
and strutting upon the ground, displayed his 
brightest plumes and feathers to advantage. 
After indulging his vanity to the greatest 
extent, he ascended his perch again, and dis¬ 
coursed to the two neighbors below, in vari¬ 
ous languages, of his own experiences and 
acquirements, until his neck feathers and 
the tuft upon his head stood erect with pride 
and self-congratulation. 

The alligator was next called upon to pre¬ 
fer his claims to superiority, upon which he 
waddled off to the stream, and entered the 
water. He then showed how long he could 
remain under, and his agility in moving in 
that element; then he lashed the surface of 
the water into foam with his tail; and re¬ 
pairing once more to land, snapped his jaw's 
together with a loud report, and dilated for 
a long time upon his strength, the size and 
number of his teeth, and especially upon the 
hardness and closeness of his scales of armor, 
and the security which he enjoyed in con¬ 
sequence. 

The beaver, who had listened to the ha¬ 
rangues of the parrot and the alligator w'ith 
much attention and modesty, quietly arose, 
and conducting them a few steps up the 
stream, simply pointed to the dam he had 
erected there at the cost of so much perse¬ 
verance and toll. The parrot and the alli¬ 
gator took the hint and were silent, but by 
their looks testified that they thought the 
beaver was the greatest of the three. 

The best test of a man’s greatness is the 
work which he himself has done. 
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TOMMY’S DINNER. 

BT GEORGE COOPBR. 

Wee Tommy eat down to his holiday dinner, 
Ton saw by degrees that he didn't grow thinner; 
The dishes before him grew lighter and lighter. 
The buttons behind him pulled tighter and 
tighter; 

Yet there at his ease he was gloriously munch¬ 
ing— 

A sight for the hungry to look at him lunching I 
Pumpkin pies as yellow as gold— 

Melting lusciousness untold I 
Puddings, pickles, sauces various, 

These to tender lads precarious! 

Last of all—by no means least— 

Crowning all the jolly feast. 

Making all the air quite murky. 

Smoked the plump and light-brown turkey. 

The dinner is finished, and Tommy now trids 
To jump from the tabic—he cannot arise! 

He really has grown such a wonderful size! 

The viands are smoking right under his nose. 
And, somehow, he falls in a sort of a doze. 

“ Rat, tat, tat!” upon the door, 

In come turkeys three and four. 

Then in pairs a hundred more 1 
Gobbling, strutting up and down. 

The eliU of Turkey town 1 

Round the room they take their places 

With the most imposing faces. 

Shouts a gobbler, ('tis their leader)— 

By his paunch, a splendid feeder— 

“ Tell us what the present case is!" 

A dapper little biped rose and spoke an hour 
or so; 

I'm not about to tell you all the fellow said, yon 
know; 

But this is in a nutshell what his speech amount¬ 
ed to— 

It made poor Tommy's cheeks turn white, it 
made his nose turn blue: 

“ First and foremost, fellow fowls, 

Look at yonder urchin's jowls ! 

See! the best blood of our race 
There has found a dwelling place! 

Lo! our monarch on the plate— 

Mark his stem and awful fate! 

Turkeys, pause and contemplate I 
Here we catch a tyrant napping. 

Let us give him now a rapping!" 

That noisy, fierce, avenging band. 

Trussed poor Tommy, foot and band I 
As many gobblers as were able. 

Took knives and forks from ofi* the table. 

They put him on a monstrous platter— 

There never was a turkey fatter! 

Around the board they range in line, 

And only wait a given sign. 

The carver stands before the victim. 

But just before the turkey nicked him. 

Wee Tommy wakened with a scream 
And found it all a funny dream! 

Made, we think, beyond all question. 

By a touch of indigestion! 


LITTLE MARY’S BOUQUET. 

BT ANNIE MOORE. 

“To-morrow is little Mary’s birthday,” 
said the gardener, as he examined his flowers. 
“She must have a nice bouquet." 

“To-morrow is little Mary’s birthday,” 
whispered the flowers to one another. “ To¬ 
morrow I to-morrow I" 

“ My buds are all ready," said the rose. 

“ So are mine," said the sunflower. 

The pansies smiled at the thought, bat 
the sunflower held his head so high that he 
did not see them. 

“ I’d rather stand in this garden than be 
put in the queen’s bouquet," said a tall holly¬ 
hock. 

“I’ve no flowers to spare for any one,” 
said the moneywort, anxiously counting her 
buds. 

“ Don’t be a miser," said the ragged robin. 
“They may have all of mine.” 

“ I would like to go to little Mary," said 
the mignonette. 

“ My dear child, don’t think of such a 
thing," said a gay tulip, spreading her petals. 
“You have no beauty." 

“ I know it," said the mignonette, mourn¬ 
fully. 

“ Never mind," said the rose; “ you have 
perfume, and some think that better than 
beauty.” 

“Ah!" said the tulip. 

“ Why are you here, pray?" said a pert 
little lady’s-slipper to a bright dandelion, as 
she gave her a sly kick. 

“ If it comes to that, why are you here V' 
said the dandelion. 

“Because I was planted here," said the 
lady’s-slipper. “ You arc wild, but I came 
in a paper bag, with my name on it, and was 
planted by the gardener." 

“ Perhaps I am a little wild,” said the dan¬ 
delion, “but I was planted here; and, be¬ 
sides, I can tell the time." 

“ I never heard of a dandelion being plant¬ 
ed,” said the lady’s-slipper. 

“I never heard of a dandelion telling 
time," said a four-o’clock. 

“ At all events, I was blown here by some 
one who wanted to know what time it was." 

“ Did they find out ?’’ interrupted the four- 
o’clock. • ' 

“And I thought as I was l^tt I might as 
well grow," continued the ofeidelion. “I 
am good to eat, and I can be made Into 
cofiTee." \ 

“Don’t say anything about tii^, what¬ 
ever you do," said the four-o’cloqk; 1 wn 

the only one who knows about tiipe.’' 
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** Thyme I tb 3 rme !’* said the summer 
savory. “ There are plenty of sweet herbs 
better than thyme. 

“What are you quarreling about, you 
foolish little things said the sunflower. 
“ 1 can tell time—I go by the sun.’’ 

“ What will you do to-morrow, when the 
clouds come over and hide the sun asked 
a poor-man’s-weather-glass at his feet. 

“I can guess at it,” said the sunflower, 
“ but you must be a very poor-man’s-weather- 
glass to talk of clouds when the sky is so 
bright.’’ 

“ I feel it in my flbers,” said the weather¬ 
glass. 

“ For pity’s sake, can any one tell me if 
it is four yet ?’’ said the four-o’clock. “ Here 
I have been gossiping, and forgetting all 
about it.’’ 

“ I can see the clock,’’ said a sweet pea, 
on tiptoe. “ It is half past four.’’ 

“Dear me!’’ said the four-o’clock, “I 
promised these buds they should be out, 
to-day, and now they will have to wait till 
four to-morrow morning, and then there’ll 
be no one to see them but the early birds. 
It b too bftd.’* 

“Only yourself to blame, madam,” said 
a thistle. 

The four-o’clock made no reply, for she 
knew she would sufibr if she meddled with 
him. The next morning, early, the gardener 
came to make the bouquet. He made it of 
lovely pink sweet peas, purple pansies, rose¬ 
bud# svet with dew, the modest mignonette, 
the spicy carnation, fragrant geranium 
leaves, and delicate heliotrope. 

“Every bouquet should have a little bit 
of yellow,” said the gardener, as he added the 
dandelion. “There, that finishes it, and it 
is lit for a queen,” and he carried it away, 

“Just to think! He took that saucy 
dandelion, and left me,” said the lady’s- 
slipper. 

“What is a bouquet without me?” said 
the tulip, tossing her head. “ No matter, I 
shall live the longer.” 

“ So shall I,” said the ragged robin, but 
no one took any notice of him, becimse he 
was a ragged robin. 


T*k Advance.-- We are glad to know that this 
staBdur^ Religione Paper i» going steadily for- 
wafd'iDytrflnancial success, as its sterling worth 
deserves. Few religious journals have ever 
reaelitd a paytag basis so soon as has The 
ADViltCB; but then few have ever displayed so 
■MRh^UMIIty both at its beginning and in its 
iBJigji gfMUi. Published in Chicago by the 
hbrnixe Company. 
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THE OLD YEAR AJ^D THE NEW. 

The Little Corporal’s eleventh volume ■ 
b completed with this number. He ha# 
lived, and labored, and rejoiced in hb labor# 
for live year# and a half. We have tried 
honestly and heartily to make him a joy and 
a blessing. That our labors have been well 
appreciated we have abundant evidence. 
Hundreds and hundreds of letters come to 
US from both children and parents, thanking 
us for The Little Corporal's pure and 
healthful lessons and entertainments, while 
the press everywiicrc has spoken 1 honsailds 
of good words for him ; and we eau but re¬ 
joice that our literary child ha# made so 
many good, noble, loving friends. 

The past year ha# not been a year of a# 
great financial prosperity to the general 
publbbing bnsines# of our country as some 
of the years tliat have preceded it. Nearly 
all the magazines have suffered in their cir¬ 
culation, and some of the brightest and i)est 
have been obliged to suspend altogether, 
among them Pfiffwm’s Monthly, aud the 
beautiful and brilliant JHverstde Magazine. 
Notwithstanding all this, the substantial en¬ 
couragement onr enterprbe has received, has 
prompted us to go on improving The Little 
Corporal, and adding to its merits and 
beauties, everything we have been able to 
command, both as to quality of matter and 
adornment. According to announcements 
made from time to time, we changed its 
form and enlarged the magazine in July last, 
with the expectation of rabing the price to 
one dollar and a half, a# we did in October, 
so as to justify the enlargement, and render 
it possible to add the beautiful, original illus¬ 
trations which now adorn its pages. We 
have also promised further enlargements, by 
the addition of more pages. We will begin 
to redeem lliis promise in our January num¬ 
ber, by adding a new department of four 
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pages, and we will follow with other enlarge¬ 
ments as rapidly as we can feel warranted in 
doing so. 

Let every friend of The Corporal renew 
his or her own subscription, and send as 
large a club of new names as possible. The 
larger list of subscribers we have, the more 
and better can be our illustrations, and the 
more rapid our further improvement. 

And now for the new year, 1871. Dear 
readers, boys and girls, and all our older 
friends with young hearts, we wish you a 
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 
May the coming year be better, happier, and 
more prosperous than any we have ever 
spent together. May God’s biessing and 
love be over and around us, and influence 
all our lives. May we all realize, more and 
more, every day, how blessed it is to work 
for the Master, and to love the good, the 
true, and the beautiful. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRES. 

As we state elsewhere, this number of Tot 
Corporal ends the term of subscription for 
a great many of our subscribers. Our rules 
compel us to stop sending the magazine 
when your time is out, so please renew now, 
at once, so that your name need nof 
changed in our lists. You still need The 
Corporal, and he needs you. Let us con¬ 
tinue to be friends and fellow helpers. 

OUR CHRISTMAS BOX. 


*We want to say a number of important 
little things and so we have packed them all 
into this “Christmas Box.” Be kind 
enough to read the whole “ box ” carefully, 
as it may be of interest and use to you. 

lat We will send a prize to everybody who 
will take Thb Little Corporal for the whole of 
1^1, who, after reading it carefully, can consci¬ 
entiously say that he or she has not received the 
worth of the subscription price. 

ad. We will send a prize to everybody who 
will send us a club of subscribers to either Tue 
Little Corporal or The School Festival for 
the new year. See the premium list. 

3d All money sent for subscriptions to The 
Festival counts in a club list the same as that 
much money sent for The Corporal. 

4th. Your editor has just returned from an ex¬ 
ploration of the Mammoth Cave, in Kentucky, 
and Intends, in an early number, to give you an 
account of how he walked twenty-seven miles 
underground, a good deal of the time more than 
four hundred feet below the surface of the earth, 
boating on subterranean rivers, climbing under¬ 
ground mountains, crossing the River Styx on 
the Bridge of Sighs, peering down into the ^t- 
tomless Wt, crawling through the Valley of Hu¬ 
mility, squeezing through Fat Man s Misei^. 
getting into the Infernal Regions, sitting in the 
Devil^ Armed Chair, passing the Black Hole of 
Calcutta, and finally escaping to the suiiace of 
this glorious earth, and breathing again the 
happy air of freedom. He will also tell you how 
a very fat lady was squeezed through Fat Man s 


Misery, and how a Bunny explored the Mammoth 

^5th. Christmas presente can be obtain^ by 
raising clubs for The Corporal, and obtaining 
the beautiful premiums offered in our premium 
list. The Corporal and Festival, the Scripture 
Atlas, and our Drawing Book, will make nice 
Christmas presents. 

6th. New Premhtm.— As our ^emxum lAst 
and Publishers’ Department are closed for this 
month, we will just slip in here an Itein to say 
that we give as premiums Sherman s Clome* 
Wringers? which are advertised in this number, 
at the same rate that Colby’s Wrlngew are offered 
in the Premium List. So choose between them. 
They are both very good. , 

7th. Last of all for this “ box, and many 
will say best of all. Tommy Bancropt, our mis¬ 
chievous friend Tommy, is to figure in the new 
volume. We already have a portrait of Tommy s 
friend, Billy, which we hope to show you in an 
early number. It shows Billy as he appeared on 
a public occasion. 

OUR $500 PRIZE STORY. 

EXTENSION OF TIME FOR COMPETITION. 

In our August number, we offered a prixe 
of $600 for ilie best story in twelve chapters 
of between 4,000 and 5,000 words each, suit¬ 
able for a serial in The Little Corporal, 
MSS. to reach us by the 15th of October. 

Many of our best writers have complaiiied 
of the shortness of the time given for com¬ 
petition ; and while we have received a great 
many good manuscripts, nearly all of the 
better ones bear evident iparks of haste 
in their preparation—so much so that 
we cannot believe that we would be doing 
justice to our writers, our readers, or our¬ 
selves, were we to accept any one, just as It is 
received, to be published as our serial for 
1871. We are determined to make The Cor¬ 
poral for next vear as good as It can ^ 
made, and to do this we must postpone the 
award of the $600 premium, and give aU 
writers more time for preparation. The time 
will be extended at least six months, enabling 
all who have sent MSS. to write for their re¬ 
turn, so that they may revise or re-write 
them, and give an opportunity to any who 
choose to write new stories, to be sent in 
competition for the Prize. 

In the meantime, a flrst-class serial will 
be begun in our January number, to run 
through the volume. __ 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY. 

(See Page 189 this Number.) 

The Little Black Bear.— The little black 
was found in the currant bushes currmi^ m 

soon as his keepers put the chain around his nec^^ 
growled and looked very savage. H wm a 1^ 

TCfore they could get him quIetcA The hear wjs 
chained to a post, in one comer of the garten. ^ 
was exhibited on Saturday afternwns, and a 
at the gate to take the tickets. The flret there 
a great crowd. As many as five or six dlffcreiH 
sons came, and some came twice. It yon tossoMjw 
hear a sweet apple, he would spring catch It 
one of his paws, and then sit veiy quietly until behad 
eaten It up. If you told him to dance, he vroukl besta 
and dance the hinnlest jig you ever saw. But 
not like to be tcazetl. No nice, gmtiemraly boy ever 
teased another boy, or even a bw. But one ogr 
crawled under the railing, ar^nd 
bear was sitting, and hit him with a switeh Thebw 
became fiirlons, and sprang, and snapped oil b is onnm 
In a second. The peop> all ru^e<l fWMjj tneeo owETO. 
and there was a great panic. But I bellre no<M wm 
hurt. W. w. a 
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We cannot clooe the December number of our 
magazine withont a little feeling of sadness. 
We think of all the merry troop that have kept 
OB company through the year; the boys and girls 
who have told us their joys and their griefs, and 
sent ns so many pleasant words of love and in¬ 
terest, and we feel as if we were parting company 
with many of them, and saying good by ! For it 
always will be so. Every year we lose some of 
our young soldiers, and, though new recruits fill 
up the ranks, yet we love the old volunteers, and 
dread to see them go. And so Prudy wants to 
say a word In private to every one of her fi-iends. 
Be sure and think the matter carefully over, be¬ 
fore you decide that you are too old, or too poor 
to take the magazine next year. There Is not a 
bo>' or girl in Th* Corporal's array that cannot 
contrive, in some way, to earn the money, if they 
are only in earnest about It; so when the master 
roll Ip called for next year, let every little soldier 
answer “ Hkrk!" 

Here is a question from Lancaster Co,^ Pa., for 
the boys and girls to answer. Attention, wide¬ 
awakes. 

** My Darling Prudy: I am studying physical 
geography, and in one of my lessons it said that 
a globe could not revolve on any but its shortest 
dtameter. Our class cannot find out the reason 
vohy a globe cannot revolve on anv but its short¬ 
est diameter; and now, dear Prudy, will you, or 
tome of the subscribers to The Little Corpo¬ 
ral, please to tell us?" 


8t. Louis, Mo. “ Dear Prudy : I just wish 
you knew how much I love The Corporal. I 
am not a subscriber, for it comes to me through 
pa's ofllce, but I got a little friend of mine to 
subscribe. In your picture In the back jNirt of 
The Corporal, where you are taking the letters 
out of your pocket they have made the p(>cket on 
the wrong side of your dress. I hope The Cor¬ 
poral won't stop coming, for I don't think I 
could do very well without it. -I am going to 
make my sister a playhouse like Mamie's, only 
with four rooms in it." 

Prudy feels dreadfully mortified about that 
pocket, but that is Just what comes of setting 
men to make pictures, for you know they have 
their pockets scattered all over, wherever there 


happens to be a place big enough. On the whole, 
though, she doesn't feel sure that the artist meant 
It for a pocket at all, and it surely was not meant 
for Prudy’s picture, but for some dear little girl 
like Lizzie, writing a letter for the pocket. 

La Orange, Ga. “ I want to tell you how I 
watch for my Corporal, just the same as an old 
hawk does for a chicken, and when my good 
py)a comes home and throws It down in my lap, 
I fairly jump for joy. You may consider me a 
life-long subscriber." 

Rochester, Minn. '‘'‘Dear Prudy: I am six 
years old. and I can read The Little Corporal, 
and I love it very much. I go to school, and I 
love my teacher dearly. I hope you will like my 
letter." 


Wtilndnqion. III. “ Dear Prudy: I am a help¬ 
less crijmle, fifteen years old, but I number The 
Little Corporal among my best Mends. It 
sometimes acts the part of the Good Samaritan 
to me, by diverting my mind from my sufiTerings, 
but Ohl not always. I hope, dear Prudy, that 
neither you nor any of your friends may ever 
suffer as I have done with this terrible hip dis¬ 
ease. I have suffered more or lees from It for 
over four years, and at times it has nearly taken 
my life. I cannot write this myself, but a friend 
writes it for me, at my request. When I get bet¬ 
ter I will write you a letter myself." 

Prudy w'ould like to suggest to some of the 
boys and girls of The Corporal's army, that they 
might help to brighten some tedious hours for 
this dear young soldier, by sending him some 
pleasant, friendly letters. Address Lemuel Al¬ 
len, Wilmington, Ill. 

Grand View, Iowa. " I guess I must tell you 
how I got my Corporal. Mr. Stratton, being a 
big boy about six feet high and twenty-three 
vMrs old, concluded that he was too old to read 
The Corporal, and so gave it to me." 

That was real “ clever" of Mr. Stratton. 


Hero are three nice, printed letters; the first is 
from 

Pomippi, WU. " My little sister. May, takes 
The Corporal and I take The Bright Side, but 
we both read them and love them dearly, and as 
May thinks she cannot print you a letter, I 
thought I w’ould trj'. I am eight years old. I 
read in the third reader, and last year I got the 
prize for being at the head most times. 1 have 
got one hen and fifteen chickens." 

The next is from a seven-year-old. In GalesviUe. 
Il7a., and the Inst from somewhere in New York, 
from a boy six years old, who says he studies 
arithmetic and knows the multiplication table. 
Pretty w'ell done. Master Charlie. 

Rockford. " Last vear I got my money for The 
('oiipoRAL in several ways. I earned part of it 
by doing the w ork when ma was sick, part by 
wa.*hing and selling bottles, and I sold my 
crochet iKH*dle for the rest. This year I shall 
have to knit socks for it, but I think I can get it 
very easy." 


Austinburg, Ohio. " Dear Prudy: My name 
is Florrie Tnckerman. I have been sick a long 
time, but am getting better now, so I can sit up 
a little. I had the scarlet fever. My little sister 
Lucie died the first day of September. Now I 
have three sisters and one brother in heaven, and 
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three ^ieterg and one brother here. Lncic liked 
to hear me read the etoriee in The Corporal,. 
When I get well I am going to try to get some 
more subscribers.” 

From Marvel^ Mo.. Prudy has a very touching 
letter, written by the sister of little Bice Davis, 
who died August 2d., aged two years, four 
months and four days. We can only give a brief 
extract: 

“ Although so young I think she was fairly en¬ 
titled to be classed as among The Corporal’s 
soldiers, for she loved The Corporal dearly, 
especially the picture stories, and as soon as it 
was brought from the office she would clap her 
little hands, and her blue eyes would fairly dance 
with delight.” 

HughesviUe. '‘"‘Dear CorponU: I write to tell 
you of the death of my only brother, How'ard 
Fronts. He had been a memDor of 'Phe Corpo¬ 
ral's army for three years, and always lived up 
to its motto. He was transferred August 27th, 
1870, aged twelve years.” 

Prudy's friend Anna, who does not tell us 
where she lives, writes quite a lively letter about 
the war in Europe, and wants to know which 
party Prudy thinks Is right. Neither of them, 
but there seems to be little question which 
party is nearest right. Anna also sends a ques¬ 
tion for the Corporalites to answer. “ I have 
just found out something about Beethoven, and 
I should like to know what nation he belonged 
to, and what they celebrate his birthday for.” 
Who will send us the shortest, clearest, and 
most accurate answer to that question? 

Spring Valley., Ohio. “I have been forming 
words out of the word corporal; I have found 
twenty-six common words, and seven that are 
uncommon. Mamma thinks perhaps the Corpo¬ 
ral will ask his boys and girls to try it, and sec If 
they can beat it.” 

Send your lists to Prudy, anyone who wants 
to try, and we will see who beats. 

WincheMer, 111. “ Dear Pmdy: I wanted so 
much to have some of my acquaintances take 
The Little Corporal, so I started one morning, 
not long ago, to get up a club. I found it right 
hard work, for I only got one little girl, though 
I ivalked eight miles. Her pa is dead, but my 
a and ma are both alive, and I have three 
rothers and two sisters. I am the oldest, so I 
have to help my ma. Give my love to Mr. Sewell 
for making such a nice book for us children.” 

Bravely done, Ella. Prudy wishes you better 
success next time, as you surely deserve it. 

“ My Dear Prudy : I live in Palmyra, but I 
was bom in England. My sister gave me The 
Corporal for a Christmas present. I like it so 
much I am trying to get up a club. This is the 
first letter 1 ever wrote.” 

Freeport. III. ^^Dear Prudy: My name is 
Frankie. Now I hope you will not think I am a 
boy, for 1 am a big little girl, eight years old. 
The reason they call me Frankie is because my 
brother Tommy named me so, just before he 
died. I have been reading The Corporal to 
my little sister Leila. She is only four years 
old, but she loves to hear ^e stories, and so I 
took my little chair and sat fjy her bed, arid read 
till Captain Noddy took heraway todreamlantl.” 


Winfield., Iowa. “ We all Ipve The Cori>oral 
down to the very baby. We are glad it is gome 
to be larger. If I could write well enough I 
w ould tell Prudy about my pet chickens. 1 rais¬ 
ed one hundred and fifteen from six pet hens, 
that we brought in a coop when we came west.” 

All those in one season, Clarence? 


Cedar FaUs. ” Mr. Corporal: This is the first 
year I have taken The Corporal, I liked Tom¬ 
my. I think he w’as a nice little fellow. I have 
a little brother Tommy that takes good care of 
the chickens, and fetches in the eggs. He has a 
rooster with his tail pulled out, and I have a 
brother Johnny that is going to school next 
winter.” 

Wheatland., Mo. Dear Prudy: I have got 
almost the happy family. I have a little black- 
and-white dog, and a black-and-white kitten, 
and they eat together very pleasantly until the 
food is nearly gone. Then tne dog growls and 
the cat spits, and then they are mends again. 
They play together all day, and sleep together at 
night. I take ever so many magazines, but I 
like The Corporal best, because it has Prudy’s 
Pocket in it.” 


Vernon. '‘'Dear Prudy: I love you so well I 
thought I w'ould write you a letter. I can’t write 
very well, but I hope you can read it. 1 want to 
know what your real name is, and where you 
live, so if I ever go to Chicago, I may call and 
see you.” 

Call at The Corporal office, and ask for Pmdy. 

PhUadelptUa. '"'‘Dmr Prudy: My little brother 
takes The Corporal, but I read it. Lcan’iwaik 
one step though 1 am fourteen years old, but it 
is God’s will, and He has been very good to me. 
He has given me a darling mamma, and brother, 
and grandma, and lots of kind friends But 1 
want to tell yon al^ont my little kitty and my 
canary, named Cherry. Kitty wanted to see 
what Cherry tasted like, and one morning, when 
birdie was having a little fly in the room, some 
one left the door open, and kitty slipped in and 
hid herself. Presently she came running down 
stairs to Katy, our cook, and laid the bird down 
at her feet, alive. We did not whip her, forwc 
thought it was so smart, but the very next week 
she did the same thing, only this time the bird 
was dead.” 


Fayette., Miss. “When one works hard Ibr 
anything he is apt to value it when he gets it. I 
have been working hard this week, and have 
earned enough money to pay for The Corporal. 
The Little Corporal’s solaiersare notconfined 
to the west alone; they are scattered all over the 
Union, and if they will obey his rules they will 
gain a victory far more honorable than killing 
men could be.” 


Here is another questioner; a boy, this time. 

"Dear Prudy: Do you know how they found 
out about the earth. I mean, how far it is 
through it. My geography says It is about eight 
thousand miles in diameter, but I don’t see how 
anybody knows, because they couldn’t measure 
without boring a hole through, and then they 
couldn't get string enough to measure. My 
teacher told me to try for a week to study it out, 
but I know I never shall find out, so I thought 
I would ask you.” 

How many of the little folks can answer Char¬ 
ley's question. Don’t ask your teachers, but 
study it out “honor bright.” and tell us how 
they might have found the distance. 
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THE VOWEL GAME. 


Private Queer intended to take two pa?e» this 
month, so as to show what his readers are doing 
In the V'owel Game, but you see he has been 
obliged to give nearly a page to the very neces- 
aarr index. The game is becoming really inter¬ 
esting, and, wc tmst, profitable. We are receiv¬ 
ing some amnsing stories, written with only one 
vowel One writer says: “I am so glad you 
started this game. 1 have been getting so that I 
could scarcriy concentrate my mind for even a 
few moments on any one subject. The study of 
this game is giving me the needed power of con¬ 
centration.” Another says: “ It is teaching 

me a very useful lesson, showing how very im¬ 
portant is every letter in our alphabet.” Many 
others write that “ It is the best game we have 
ever tried. We are very much delighted with It.” 
Wc have some fine vowel articles already for the 
January number. 


The game, you will remember, is to write a 
story or article, using only one vowel in it all, 
but repeating that as often as necessary, and 
using w and y only when they begin words or 
syllables. A reward of ten dollars is offered on 
each of the five regular vowels, for the longest 
intelligent and reasonably sensible article sent, 
within the above rules, before February Ist. 
Articles violating the above rules, even though 
published, cannot count in the competition. 

VOWEL E. 

The Wren’s N*st.— The Iteverend Ebenezer Mel- 
lender rented ten wet fens; these wet lens were well 
fenced, when the Reverend Ebenezer Mellender rent¬ 
ed them; nevertheless, twelve sleek, alemler, sle^less 
wrens perched there. The esteemed Reverend Kben- 
ezer Mellender preserved these defenceless wren's 
eggs, kept them where the setlges sheltered tlie wet 
fens edge, then, where relentless tempests never bent 
the fens fresh green pendent ferns, he set the hen 
wrens, sheltered them well, defended the nests when 
he fed these hen wrens tender ft-esh beetles, lest the 
nests lie deserted. He never neglected them, even 
when the lesser pet wrens were well fledged; hence 
the extreme fret the Reverend Ebenezer Mellender 
felt, when the freckled belle. Nell Rennet, entered the 
well-fenced, rented fen, where he kept these tender, 
pet wrens. He lelt vexed when she crept next the 
reeds, selected the seven eldest defenceless pet \»Tens, 
then elTected her egress. Speechless the renter reflect¬ 
ed, “ Her help seemed neealess here; never were pet 
wrens better tended.” Then, dejected, the esteemed 
Reverend Ebenezer Mellender left the cheerless wet 
fen, yet he ever detested the pert belle, Nell Rennet. 
Whether she pets the wrens we never need ken. 

P. F. DkMottk, of Indiana. 

196 words, 337 e’s, and no other vowel. 

VOWEL 1. 

Dick Phillips (lUcipHntng hU mind in rertting tcUh- 
in Hrict^ diattnei om/t*.—Thinking still midnight 
might inspirit his mind, Dick Phillips, rising, brings 
his light, sits him in his night slip, wishing kind gifts 
in thinking might visit him. Mls^vings fill his mind. 
Writing, whilst risking stinging criticisms, fills him 
with sighing. His spirits ^nk within him. Whilst 
sitting in this dispiriting plight, Dick's bli^ disliking, 
his bright, midnight light, which his Instinct will In¬ 
sist is dimming, blinding his sight, stirs this still 
night with his shrill siniring. Dick, springing with 
fright, mimics him, bidding him still his din. Find¬ 
ing It is his light which Alls his bird with ill will, Dick, 
smiling, brings his sis Lib’s light pink silk skirt, which 


No. 20.—A PICTURE STORY.— The Little Black Bbab. 





» \ i 

!» ' 

w llTlPlgl HI 
1 

gii 



•8 










190 


The Little Corporal Magazine. [December, 


ith this hts light. His willing 
it, thin bill within his wings, Is 
writing, Dick thinks, if tills in 
d inl^t dnd, if his skill in writr 
first bright, shining chink, his 
will thrllT with bliss. 

li. £,. of Mussacbosetts. 
176 words; 2831’s, and no other vowel. 


ALPHABET SENTENCE. 

The competition is still open on the alphabet 
sentence. The prize is offered for an intelligent 
sentence which shall contain all the letters of the 
alphabet, none of them repeated, and using no 
abbreviations. We have received many attempts, 
bujt have not considered any of them intelli* 
ent,” or sensible. Keep trying. Maybe it can 
e accomplished. 


is nigh him, hiding w 
bird, slipping his sllgl 
still. F^lnishing his v 

f tiint his thirsting min 
iig might win liim his 
childish thinking mill 


No. 21.—ENIGMA. 

A TRENCH NICKNAME. 

It has fourteen letters. 

8, 18,12,1, is a boy's name. 

3, 11, 7, 0, 5, 11, is a vegetable. 

10, 2, 4, 14, is what the boy docs to the vege¬ 
table. 

The whole was the nickname of a great French 
general. 

Its English is a name familiar to our readers. 

M. 13. ( '. S. 


No. 22.—METAMORPHOSED DEITIES. 

1. Cure my R. 2. Naiad. 3. Up lust. 4. A 
vermin. 5. Up jet ri. 0. Rosen Pingr. 7. Ris, O 
sir. 8. Niite pen. 9. Up lot. 10. Gasp. Sue. 
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ttlxlisbejs' Bfspartmfsnt, 


fF“ All articles In “Tub Littlb Corporal” are 
written especially for it, and paid for at good prices. 
Though copyrighted, our editorial fi*lends may copy 
Into their papers. If they will, in every case, give credit 
to Tub Littlk Corporal. This notice Is Inserted be¬ 
came many articles have been copied w’lthout credit. 


HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago, Philadelphia, New York Cltv, or 
Boston banks are l>mt for large sums, made payable to 
the order of SEWELL dt MILLER. 

Post OtBce money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county seat. In all the cities, and In many of the 
large towns. We consider them perfectly safe, and 
tlie best means of remitting fifty dollars or less, as 
tliousands have been sent to us withmA any l<m. 

Registered letters, under the new system, are a venr 
sath means of sending small sums of money, where P. 
O. Money Orders cannot be easily obtained. Olmtme 
the Regtdru fee as well as postage, muni be paid In 
tAamux. at the olllce where the letter Is mailed, or It 
will M liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 
Buy anti affix the etampH both for poatage and registry, 
pta in the money and md the letter in the presence of 
the poatmoJAer, and take hie retydptfor U. Letters sent 
In tnls way to ns are at our risk. 

Where you are sending on^ dollar and a haij or lees. 

S ou may send greenbacks at our risk; where more 
lan that sum Is sent, cither of above ways will be safe. 


THE POSTAGE on The Little Corporal Is three 
cents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine Is received. 


rvoTV! 


Two 

Months 

Free! 

To all New Subscribers For 1871. 


Work for Clubs Now! 


All new subscribers, whose names and 
money ($1.50 each,) are sent to us during No¬ 
vember and December will receive the No¬ 
vember and December numbers of 1870 free. 
This applies to all, whether sent singly or in 
clubs. 

Let all club raisers work now for large lists. 


RENEW NOW I 

With this number (December) a great 
many thousands of our subscriptions will 
expire. You can tell by the printed address 
label, if after your name you find DecTO, 
or DecO, your time will be out with this 
number. It will be a great favor to us 
If you will renew now, or very early, 
80 that our work will not come so heavy 
just at the close of the year. Raise a club now, 
and include your own renewal In the club. 


AN UNACCOUNTABLE ERROR. 

The price of The Little Corporal Mag¬ 
azine 18 one dollar and a half a year. This 
fact has been kept prominently before our 
readers for three months past, not only in 
our advertisements, but In our Editorials, 
Premium List, and Publishers’ Department. 
In the last (November) number the price 
was mentioned (in the Premium List and 
Publishers’ Department,) in ten different 
places, as being $1.50. But, notwithstand¬ 
ing this, by a most unaccountable mistake, 
an “ old line,” from an old number. Issued 
before the price was raised, crept into the 
first page of the cover of that same Novem¬ 
ber number. Of course, everybody could 
see, by everything that was said inside, that 
the price was $1.50, but the prominent line 
on the outside, which escaped the eye of the 
proof reader, and was not noticed until the 
entire edition had been mailed, named the 
old price. It has annoyed ns more than we 
can tell. We trust it has not annoyed our 
patrons so much, as it was easy to discover 
that it was an error. 


ABOUT SENDING PREMIUMS. 

As we state elsewhere, all premiums like 
Organs, Sewing Machines, and such bulky 
articles will be sent by express, directly to 
club raisers from the factories where they 
are made, the receivers paying express 
charges. All other premiums can be deliv¬ 
ered free of charge at our office in Chicago. 
All engravings and books of $5.00 and less in 
price are sent post paid at our cost. Such 
other articles as can go by mail, will be mail¬ 
ed by us on receipt of sufficient stamps to 
prepay postage. All articles that need to go 
by express will be sent, as above, directly to 
the club raisers, who will pay the express 
charges. 

PLATED-WARE PREMIUMS.—We send 
to those who write for It a long list of articles 
of Silver-Plated Ware, spoons, forks, castors, 
sugar bowls, butter dishes, pitchers, and all 
other kinds of Plated Table Ware, from the 
most celebrated makers, with the lowest 
manufacturers prices attached. Those who 
desire silver-plated ware as premiums will be 
credited on our books with 45 cents for everv 
8ub.scriber sent us, at $1.50 each, and that 
amount can apply on the price of any article 
of silver-plated ware you may select. 


When you wish a change of address, send 
your old address, as well os tlic new. 
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PREMIUM TO EACH SUBSCRIBER. 

We have on handleveral thousand copies 
of a pretty steel engraving (which we used 
as a premium with our first year), of Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln and his Son ‘‘Tad.’’ Size of 
sheet 9x12 inches. We are sure that there 
are a great many children who would be 
glad to have this engraving, and we offer it 
to every subscriber, whose name and $1.50 
comes to us after this number is issued, as 
long as our stock holds out. To secure the 
premium, you must ask for it when you ftend 
your subscription^ and also enclose five cents 
to pay the expense of mailing. 

- ♦- 

THE LITTLE CORPORAL'S NEW 
DRAWING BOOK. 

Reed’s Drawing Lessons, With or Without 
A Teacher.— Highly approved by leading artists 
as the best book for b^inners ever issued. It 
begins with the A B C of the art, and makes 
plain every step to sketching landscapes from 
nature. 

Send ns by mail the price, ($1.50), and the book 
will come by next mail, post paid. 

School Edition of same book, 80 cts. 

SEWELL & MILLER. Publishers. 


No premiums can be allowed on names 
sent hereafter, unless all such names be 
accompanied by one dollar and a hedf^ ($1,601 
our present subscription price. "We will still 
how ever, for a short time, receive subscrip¬ 
tions at $ 1 from those who wish to begin and 
have Thb Corporal for one year/rorn •/u/j/, 
1870. Such subscriptions will only be re¬ 
ceived for a limited time, and will not be en¬ 
titled to premiums. 

All names sent at $1 will be understood as 
intended to bcjjin with July. We will dis¬ 
continue recei'^g subscriptions in this w ay 
as soon as w e can, and thereafter will require 
$1 a year for back numbers from July. 1865, 
to Dec. 1870. and $1.50 a year for all time 
after the last named date. 

Mason & Harun Oroans —We learn throogh the 
MUaUmnry Herald for October, that the Mason k 
Hamlin Organ Co. have donated to the Ameiioan 
Board of Foreign Missions twenty of their best cabi¬ 
net organs, for missionary use. This isa very generous 
gift, when we consider that the Mason & Hamlin 
Organ Co. are unable to ftU all their cash orders. 

Messrs. Root & Cady. No. 67 Washington St., Chica¬ 
go, are general aganta for the northwest for these 
organs. 


Chicago, III. 

OUR NEW CHROMO 

OP beard’s bed eidinghood and the wolf. 

Slae 18xl3)i inches. Price $6.00. Encouraged by 
the popularity of our large cliromo of Beard’s beau¬ 
tiful painting which was used almost exclusively as 
a preintem for clube to The Little Corporal Mao- 
AZiNX, we are now issuing A NEW CHROMO of 
the same subject, but of smaller sire, measuring 
l8xlS9{ iisDbm, which will be more convenient both 
in size and price, being one of the finest cluromos ever 
oflfered. 

We pRid the artist, Wm. H. Beard, the celebrated 
animal painter of New York City, One Thousand £M- 
tare ten the oridnal piiirting (sii^ 18x^4 Inches). He 
calls itone oihlsvbest pieces. The snbject is most 
charmtngr The legend of R«d Ridhighood is known 
in nsuiy, every land and language, and the picture is 
believed to be the best conception of the subject ever 
produced by anp pencil or brush. The great features 
ol the picture arc the cJUld and the tco(/\ but one 
most see the palnnng or chrorao to form any just Idea 

the'tSS^e ^ liberal discoWts to 

Orders may be sent directly to utb or through the 
LARGE DEALBRB THROUGHOUT THE COUN¬ 
TRY. 

Dr. Patton, editor of Tke Adeance, in an editorial 
article, among other things, says: 

“ Who has not a vivid recollection of his vooth- 
fhl delight in the story of Bed Ridlnghooo ? Do 
we not take almost as much pleasure now in telling 
It, aa then in hearing it? It seemed true, every 
word of It, in those cnfldlsh days, and it will seem 
true again to all who look upon the beautiful pic¬ 
ture now before us—the greatest triumph of the 
chromo-llthographlc art In this country.*' 

Write for circulars with terms to agents and dealers 
8EWELL dk OfILLER, PabUahers, 
CmoAOo, III. 

THE HEAVENLY CHERUBS. 


This beautlfiil steel line engraving is especially de¬ 
sirable as a premium. It is worth two dollars, and is 
sent now for a club of only two names to The Little 
C oBPOKAL. Bee Premium List. 


A Model House.— Mr. George J. Colby, of Water- 
bnry, Vt., sends us plans and stereoscopic views of a 
Model House, which are certainly worthy the consid¬ 
eration of those who are Intending to build. A great 
saving can be made, and many very good ideas gained, 
by the use of his plans. 

Headley’s Sacred Heroes and Martyrs, and the 
JFhrmere* and Mechanics' Manual. W. T. Keener, 
Chicago, Ill., agent for the northwest, by aubscription 
only. These are two fine books, the first very com¬ 
plete in historical and other data, beautifully illustra¬ 
ted, and certainly very instructive in Biblscal Cha^ 
acters. 

The second Is a handbook for everybody, fhll of 
practical and nsefbl things, which, explained and il¬ 
lustrated as they are, so perfectly, form a source of 
information which is of service daily to the fhrmer 
and mechanic. 

FITE CENTS ADDlTIONAIi 

Will buy shoes with silver or copper tips, which will 
save the buyer the price of a new pair of shoes. Com¬ 
pared wltii ragged toes and dirty stocklngB, they are 
beautlftil, to say the least. Parents, try it. 3t-oci 

A Youth’s Publication.— For nearly half a cen¬ 
tury Uie Youths' Companion of Boston, has been pub¬ 
lished. It was started in 1827, and Is to day one of 
the brightest and most vigorous papers with which 
we are acquainted. 

“ Op late yeabs advertising has assumed a very 
Important phase—In fact, has become a science in 
business, and no one has done more, or as mneh. to 
make it so, as Geo. P. Rowell A Co., of New tork. 
Their prompt and systematic mode of transacting 
their bosinem has gained the confidence of all large 
advertisers, and has raised them in a few year# firom 
one of the smAllest to the leading advertising bouse 
in the world.”— Leaves. 
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Fighting against Wrong ; and for the GIood, the True, and the Beautiful. 


VOL. XII.-JANUARY, 1871.-NO. 1. 


THE HARD-FOUGHT BATTLE. 


BY LUCIA CHASE BELL. 


Chapter I. 

OTHAM CREESE had gone 
home at last, after his long 
evening’s gossip and story tell- 
ing at Aaron Hidy’s dingy, little 
grocery, and Cary Houston was 
out closing the shutters for the 

^ hope when Pm a man I 
shan’t be such a brag,” said the 
f fjj boy to himself. “ Seems to me, 
most horsemen are conceited. 
Tliey do have a strange knack of mastering 
the beasts, and so I s’pose they think they 
understand folks just as well, and can man¬ 
age ’em just the same. Now he thinks, be¬ 
cause he can drive Starkins’ wicked horses 
and nobody else can, that he’s the wisest 
man in the world. That woe a jolly story he 
told about the dog, though. It’ll be good 
to tell our little Cap, when she’s hungry and 
can’t go to sleep.” 

He had locked the doors by this time, and 
was hurrying down the street with his cold 
hands crowded into his pockets. 

The little town hall was dimly lighted np, 
and he could hear the panorama man’s organ 
making slow music now and then, and catch 
glimpses of wonderful scenery shifting across 
the stage. Sometimes came the tops of 
mighty mountains, sometimes the glow of 
autumn woods against a rich sky, and once 
an awful glare of lurid light, with a rain 
of fire. 

“’Spcct that’s Sodom and Gomorrah,” 
said Cary, aa he stood, shivering, down on 
the dark pavement. “ I do wish Bannic could 
see it—or mother. It’s bettcr’n nothing just 
to stand dowu here and catch peeps, if a 
fellow only weren’t so cold and hungry. I 
know I shall be cross when I get home—I 


always am when I’m hungry. Ban isn’t so, 
nor mother. I’m sure nobody’d ever guess 
whether they needed to eat or not. I s’pose 
It must be boy nature to be cross when one’s 
hungry, like a dog, or a bear. If I’d just 
had a good dish of chicken pie, now, seems 
to me I’d feel like an angel. I’d love every¬ 
body, even old Hidy, If he does kick me 
around, and make me do drudgery for his 
wife, when I wasn’t hired to do that at all, 
and ain’t paid for it, either.” 

He trudged on, presently, whistling to 
keep out the “wishful thoughts,” as he 
called them; but somehow his whistling 
seemed sickly and out of tunc, instead of 
ringing out clear and rich and blithe, and by 
and by it died away altogether. 

“ It was mean of me to quarrel so with 
Ban, this morning,” he thought, when he 
carac in siglit of the dim liglits in the win¬ 
dow at home. “Seems to me I’m double. 
One part of me, in the thinking business 
that goes on under my jacket somewhere, is 
just as ugly as Cain. It hasn’t a bit of love 
or charity for anybody, and it’s just cross 
and selfish and cruel. The other part keeps 
reproaching and coaxing the Cain, and it’s 
alwa 3 ’s feeling sorry and wants to be good, 
but it’s so weak that Cain generally gets his 
own way. What if Cap was whining because 
there wasn’t any butter nor gravy for her 
com cake? Had I any business to mock 
her and tease her? Wasn’t I cross mj’self 
about that miser’ble bite of a breakfast? 
Wasn’t it enough to make Ban angry to see 
me act like such a bear? Course it was. 
But there’s the wood—I’ve got the wood to 
gather up, j'ct.” 

And Cary quickened his steps, and made 
up his mind that he would quit “ worrying” 
himself. 
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Their father had been sick a long time, and 
through all the winter Cary had dragged 
waste twigs and branches and old chunks 
upon his sled from the woods, at night, after 
he came home from the grocery, where he 
served as clerk, errand boy, and general 
drudge. Sometimes he complained bitterly 
about bringing the wood all himself, when 
he w'as tired and cold and sleepy, yet really 
in his heart he wouldn’t have wanted any of 
the rest to do it for the world. He stopped 
a minute by the kitchen doorstep, consider¬ 
ing whether to go in for a momenl, and 
warm by the few coals in the stove, or, since 
it had grown so late, go right on to the 
woods after his load of sticks. 

“I’ll go in first,” he concluded, at last. 
“ Maybe Bannic’s up, waiting for me. She 
sits up sometimes to keep the fire till I come 
back with the wood, and I’ll tell her she’d 
better not wait to-night, it’s so late.” 

Then he opened the door and stepped in. 
Jerry and Cap and the baby were in bed, 
fast asleep; his mother was in the next room 
with his sick father ; and sure enough, Bannie 
was up, waiting for Cary. The kitchen was 
wonderfully warm ; a cheerful fire crackled 
in the old cook stove, near which the table 
stood cosily, with a clean, white cloth, and 
a plate turned tidily upside down at the 
warmest comer. A delicious, savory odor 
pervaded the room, and something was broil¬ 
ing upon the rosy coals under the gridiron, 
which Bannie busily turned and tested, like 
the cunningest little cook in the world. 
Cary never had thought Bannie was much of 
a beauty. It had even been a keen delight 
for him to expatiate upon the length of her 
nose, which he declared had an enormous 
hump right in the middle of it, and was a 
“ lamentable deformity.” But that night 
he thought his little sister’s homely face 
really did look sweet, bending so rosy and 
earnest over that mysterious “something” 
upon the coals. She was older than Cary, 
but he always called her his “ little sister,” 
or “ Little Nubbin,” unless he happened to 
be angry with her, because he was so much 
the taller and stronger. 

“Hurry!” she said, looking up at him 
with eagerly-shining eyes. “ I know you’ll 
have to thaw out your fingers and toos a 
little, but broiled meat isn’t so good when it 
gets cool. And I’m going to bake some com 
cakes, too, real light ones, made with sour 
cream and eggs!” 

Cary could see plainly that Bannie had for¬ 
given him for his ill nature in the morning, 
and wanted to be forgiven her part of the 
quarrel. It wasn’t her way to “ keep angry,” 


though she never made any direct overtures 
for peace. 

He did seat himself in a hurry, with a 
little, half-smothered “hurrah,” and Bannie 
placed the “mysterious something” upon 
his plate, fresh from the coals, most deli¬ 
cately browned, dainty, and tender, and 
having such delightful fiavor as nothing else 
in the world ever possessed, it seemed, to 
the hungry boy. 

“ You must be a witch,” he declared, as 
he smacked his lips over the first mouthful. 
“ And that cake—why, it’s as light as a 
feather; and there’s egg in it. I never tasted 
anything so good.” 

But in a minute he held up a morsel of the 
dainty meat on his fork, and looked at it 
with grave distrust, as he said, 

“ This is rabbit, you know it is. Ban. And 
somebody’s given it to father because he’s 
sick, and you’ve been silly enough to cook 
some for me, just because I growled so this 
morning at breakfast. As for the egg in the 
cake, you let Jerry steal it out of old Mrs. 
Simmons’ bam.” 

There he was again with his surly talk. 
Bannie sat by the table with her chin in her 
hands, and her Up quivered a little, as she 
listened. She didn’t want anything like 
cross words to-night, even if they were 
spoken as though half in fun. So she said, 
quickly, with just a little tremble in her 
voice, 

“ Now please don’t say such things, Cary. 
You know nobody could make our Jerry 
steal a single egg, he’s such a solid, whole- 
souled, little bunch of a boy. As for the 
rabbit, it was the queerest and funniest and 
strangest thing! Not the rabbit itself, but 
the w’ay we got it, you know. You sce^ 
late iu the afternoon, mother said she could 
take care of baby and wait on father, too; 
and I had the housework all done, and so I 
thought I’d go after the wood myself, so you 
wouldn’t have to go out in the cold to-night; 
and Cap and Jerry went along, and we 
dragged the old sled away up to Mrs. Hor- 
ney’s woods. And, don’t you think, some 
boys were chasing a rabbit over In a field, 
and by and by the poor, little, weary, scared 
thing scampered right into the woods where 
we were, and Jerry sat dmm on if, and Cap 
rushed up and caught its ears tight in her 
little, tough hands. And Jerry was so 
amazed for a minute that he couldn’t speak ; 
but he found breath pretty soon, and kept 
saying, over and over, ‘ I tell you, takes me 
to hunt rabbits!’ And then Cap would pip© 
out, indignantly, ‘ No you didn’t, Jerry Hous¬ 
ton ! I caught ’e wabbit myself.’ The boys 
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who had been chasing it, came over into the 
woods, and said, as we had caught it, we 
might have it. 

“ But that isn’t all my story. After we’d 
loaded our sled, and were coming out into 
the road, we found a poor, little, lame chick¬ 
en, fluttering in a bank of snow, and w'e took 
it to old Mrs. Homey, and she was delighted. 
She said it was the choicest hen she had, 
and she’d thought it was lost; and she gave 
Cap a little basket of pretty white eggs, 
which that very hen had laid. As for the 
sour cream that made the cakes so light, Mrs. 
Simmons called me across the street and gave 
me a whole pitcher full. Seems to me ’twas 
all providential.” 

Cary’s delicious iittle feast was over. 
Every morsel had disappeared. It hadn’t 
been quite bountiful enough to make him 
“feel like an angei; as if he loved every¬ 
body.” But he had listened to the rab¬ 
bit story with boyish interest! and he had 
a gre.at mind to speak about their trouble 
in the morning, and teil Bess how sorry and 
ashamed he was; he felt as if he would like 
to show her how tenderly he loved her, deep 
down in his heart, and how he thought she 
was the best, noblest girl in the world. But 
he never could shape such thoughts right 
out into plain words, and it would have been 
hardest of all to speak them out loud. Yet 
they loved to build air castles together, and 
often had long, confldential talks, sitting in 
the dusk by the fast-cooling stove, after Cary 
came home in the evenings. But to-night 
Cary was in no mood for building air castles. 

“ I don’t think providence cares much 
about us,” he said, bluntly, by and by. 
“ Now' see, how* good mother is. I should 
think the Good Man ought to help us in some 
way for her sake. This little rabbit business 
isn’t anything. I know just as well as you 
do tliat there isn’t a speck of anything but 
eggs for breakfast, and Hidy told me last 
night I couldn’t have another mouthful ahead 
on my wages; and things look so black, I 
could just grind my teeth when I think 
of it.” 

The tears were shining in Bannic’s eyes, 
now. 

“ I thought the rabbit would be a cheery 
little surprise for you,” she said, with her 
voice all in a quiver; “ and I w'ish you 
wouldn’t always say the ‘Good Man,’ when 
you’re talking to me about God.” 

“Mr. Pen wick says it, when he talks to 
the children in Sunday school,” retorted 
Cary, a little abashed. 

“ Well, seems to me the real name sounds 
solemn and sweet, and we ought to use that 


when we’re in earnest, and need to use it,” 
said Bannie ; “ but, indeed, Cary, what you 
said was just terrible.” 

“ I don’t care,” returned Cary. “ I feel 
like a fellow with a high wall all around 
him; I’m all blind, and puzzled, and mixed 
up, and I can’t understand things, and I’m out 
of patience. It was pretty hard to stay out 
of day school all winter, and have all the 
other boys going ahead of me, and now I 
can’t even go to Sunday school. Our old 
Banner Class is getting to be the pride of the 
whole church, too, and Mrs. Silk keeps ask¬ 
ing and asking why I don’t come, and I’ve 
just got so I feel like a sneak whenever I see 
her. How would I look going up for my li¬ 
brary book with my great red w’rists poking 
out of these old, short sleeves, and the big 
patches in my trousers showing plain to 
everybody?” 

“You can learn faster and understand 
better than any other boy in the class,” in¬ 
terrupted Bannie, not daring to speak loud, 
yet in an eager, hurried way, “ and you get 
just as earnest in the lesson, and sometimes, 
all of a sudden, you say things like rough, 
home-made poetry; and you’re just the 
same Cary Houston, patches or no patches, 
and you ought to be brave enough to go and 
take your place in the Banner Class, and not 
think about what you wear.” 

Cary was out of all patience. 

“You don’t know anything about it,” he 
said, angrily, “ and I won’t talk with you 
any more. I’m going right off to bed.” 
And to l)cd he went. Immediately, which 
was probably the wisest thing he could have 
done under the circumstances. 

Bannie sat alone a little while, looking at 
the fuzzy toes of her old gaiters, as they 
rested on the hearth. 

• “ Well,” she thought to herself, “ I ought 
to have sympathized with him a little more, 
I guess. Only I hate whining so. I can’t go 
to Sunday school because mother needs me 
at home while father’s so sick. I wonder 
how I’d like to wear these fuzzy old gaiters, 
and my old. faded delaine, when all the other 
girls look fresh and bright. I wish I loved 
God as mother does. She just works away, 
and she never seems cross or out of patience. 
I’ll have to go and ‘ dun ’ Conductor Starkins 
again to-morrow. There it is again, one of 
the ‘puzzles.’ He’s never paid father for 
building his beautiful house, and he only 
enjoys it because it stands near the railroad, 
and the people on his train gaze at it when 
they pass; and he likes the Red-Light Saloon 
better than any other place. But we may 
be thankful for a roof to shelter our heads, 
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and a mouthful to eat, day by day, and poor 
father must lie and suffer bitter pain for 
months and months; and somehow it doesn't 
look just. But there, I'm whining now." 

And Bannie determined to drive away such 
angry thoughts before ever she went to bed. 
Presently she opened the door of her father's 
room, and said, cheerily, yet softly, 

“ I’m not a bit sleepy, mother, and I know 
I can give father his medicine, and fix his 
pillows, and everything. So please do let 
me sit up while you rest." 

Mrs. Houston gladly complied, an^ soon 
nobody was aw'ake in the quiet house, but 
homely “Little Nubbin." 

The next day was Conductor Starkins* day 
to be “ in." Dinner was nearly ready, and 
the stately table stood radiant in the dining 
room, with its fine linen and lustrous silver. 
The faint perfume of delicate cakes, under 
their glistening napkins, and the odor of 
some choice fruit in the silver stands, invit¬ 
ingly filled the room, while the chill, winter 
rain, pelting the ample window panes, oniy 
deei>ened the cheery cosiness within the 
beautiful house. 

The door bell clamored through the hall 
just as Mr. Starkins was coming down to 
dinner, looking very dull and sleepy. The 
little waiter ushered Bannie Houston into the 
cold, new “ reception room,” and Mr. Star¬ 
kins came in and stood before her, frowning, 
without even a nod. 

“ I’ve come for some money, Mr. Starkins," 
said Bannie, with her cheeks hot, and her 
throat aehing. “ We’d be glad if you could 
pay it all, to-day. We need it so much, now 
father's sick." 

“ Of course you need it. Everybody needs 
it," came the answ'er, in a growl, “ but I 
haven’t got anything for you, to-day. Money 
is scarce, and I hate to be dunned. I might 
spare yon a trifle next week. I’ve got some 
other accounts I must settle to-day. Good 
day, miss—whatever your name is." 

A brisk tinkling of silver sounded faintly 
in the diningroom, and Mr. Starkins opened 
the door before her, and stood waiting impa¬ 
tiently for her to pass out. 

“ Good afternoon, sir," said Bannie, trying 
to be very dignified, indeed; but her face 
was very white, and the words sounded more 
like sobs than anything else, and the door 
was closed insolently behind her. She tried 
to be very proud, and strong, and patient, 
going dovm the bleak street, through the 
rain, but the hot tears would come, and she 
thought, as she hurried on, 

“ I canH ever go again. He always makes 
me feel just like a beggar, and he only doles 


out mean little sums now and then, as if it 
were a charitable pittance, when he ought 
to have paid father the whole of it long ago. 
I wish there was something I could do. But 
then mother couldn't spare me now. She 
couldn’t do all our work and nurse father, 
too. I know Cap’s crying for her dinner, 
and there isn’t a bit of rice for baby, and 
poor Cary, great, big, overgrown Cary, I wish 
he could have good dinners sometimes. Here 
I am at the post oflice. I don't suppose 
there's a letter, but there might be a paper 
or something." 

The ofiflee clerk looked inquiringly down 
at Bannie, when she asked for mail. There 
was a letter for Cary Houston, he said; was 
she one of the family ? And Bannie trembled 
iVom head to foot as she took in her hand 
the big, yellow envelope, w'ith its spraw ling 
address. Who in the world could it be 
from? It brought blessed good news, she 
was sure, she said to herself, as she hurried 
dowm the street toward Hidy’s little store; 
nobody'd care to write to Cary about any¬ 
thing terrible that had happened, and no- 
body’d be writing to him just for amusement, 
and it must be a letter on important busi¬ 
ness; and she brought her old gaiter heels 
down on the pavement with merry energy as 
she thought of it. 

Cary was standing on the steps of Hidy’fl 
oily, fishy, little back room, rinsing clothes 
out of a big blue tub that stood before him. 
He w'as always obliged to rub, rinse, and 
“ scrub up " for Mrs. Hidy, on w^ashing days, 
but, with all his grumbling, he had never 
told any of them at home about this drudg¬ 
ery he had to do, or be turned away with no 
chance to cam anything. 

Bannie walked through the dingy front 
room, after a nod and “ good afternoon ” to 
Aaron Hidy, as he sat scowiing behind his 
counter, and stood in the inner door a mo¬ 
ment, silently w'atching her brother at work. 
Then she went on till she stood facing him. 

“You never told us about it," she said, 
breathlessly, “ you dear, brave, patient Cary; 
and I’ve been so angry with you, too, for 
coming home cross. O, I’m so sorry, Cary; 
but I didn’t know. Never mind the rinsing, 
read your letter. It's your letter, Cary." 

Cary did break the envelope and read his 
letter in trembling haste, with Bannie as 
eagerly trying to read his face. 

“ Why, Ban,” he said, as he finished it, 
“ it's from Uncle Reuben West, away out on 
the prairie, and he wants me to come out 
right away and herd sheep for him, and he'll 
give me seventeen dollars a month! Just 
think of that! I'd turn six somersets right 
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here, but I’m so clumsy you’d laugh. “ I’ll 
send It every bit home, and you can live as 
grand as you please. Here, Mrs. Hidy, I 
can’t finish your rinsing to-day.” 

And Cary rolled down his sleeves with the 
jubilant air of a slave just shaking oflT his 
chains. 

“ I don’t see how you can start for Uncle 
Reuben’s right away,” said Bannie, as they 
walked toward home. “ Just think of the 
clothes you need. To be sure, it’s most 
spring, but there’ll be ever so much raw, 
bitter weather, yet. There is a way that we 
could get things, what you need and what 
we need, till you could earn something; 
only I shall have to think some more about 
it, before I feel sure.” 

Cary could not see her white face under 
the old hood, working in a strong struggle 
to keep back the tears; and presently he 
said, cheerily, 

“ Well, if I can’t do any other way. I’ll 
start just as I am, old jacket, short trousers, 
thin shoes, and all. I can soon cam a good 
suit, you know. And I dare say it’ll be jolly 
to work for Uncle Reuben.” 

“I don’t know,” said Bannie; “ it seems 
as if it would. But yet, I remember Uncle 
Reuben, when he used to be a young man at 
home. I used to stay at Grandmother West’s 
every summer, you know, when I was a little 
bit of a girl. And I remember I liked him, 
and didn't like him, either. He used to talk 
cross to grandma, because he couldn’t get 
money fast enough, and he was always talk¬ 
ing about being rich. And he had a lovely 
carriage, all scarlet and velvet and silver 
inside, and shining outside so you could see 
yourself in it. And all the pretty horses on 
the farm, were Uncle Reuben’s very own, 
you may be sure.” 

“ Well, there wasn’t anything so very bad 
about that,” interrupted Cary ; and Bannie 
was silent a moment. 

He was always very jolly and kind hearted, 
she remembered, unless something vexed 
him, and then he would fly into fits of pas¬ 
sion awful to behold. 

That night there was a long consultation 
held in the chilly little kitchen, after the little 
children were all fast asleep, and Mrs. Hous¬ 
ton was chief member of the council. 

“ The doctor says the crisis of your father’s 
fever is past,” she told Cary and Bannie, 
“ and if he suffers no relapse he will bo per¬ 
fectly well by the early part of the summer. 
Yes, stronger and healthier than for years 
before his sickness. We’ll be very lonesome 
without our big boy, but it’ll be a change, 
and he’ll have to depend on himself a good 


deal, and that’ll make him feel manly, and 
so, Cary, if there’s any way we can manage 
to send you, we’ll spare you. But I don’t 
see any ‘ way,’ now. Life is very dark all 
around ns, but I dare say we’ll find the light.” 

So ended the consultation for that night. 
But in the “still, small hours,” when all 
was quiet in the house, and Mrs. Houston 
was taking a little rest from watching, she 
felt two trembling arms clasped around her 
neck, in the darkness, and heard somebody 
whispering, brokenly, as if tired out with 
sobbing, 

“ Mother, I can get money for Cory to make 
his journey with, and get him some nice 
clothes, and every-day ones, too; and the 
doctor said father would soon need flannel 
shirts, and 1 can get them, and ever so many 
other nice little comforts for him, and some¬ 
thing for the rest of us, too. But O, mother, 
it was so hard to make up my mind, though 
it’s made up, now.” 

Then she told her mother what it was that 
she had made up her mind to do. 

“Aunt Lulu wouldn’t love me any less if 
she knew, would she, mother?” came in a 
whisper, after she had told it. “ She knows 
I shall love her, and think how noble and 
good she was, just the same.” 

And her mother kissed her, and said, 

“ No, Bannie; Aunt Lulu will love you 
more, if her angel eyes see what darkness 
we are struggling through.” 

[To be cootinaed.] 


SCOTCH CLOVER. 


BT 3IR8. 31. B. C. SLADE. 

“ I tell the tale as told to me 

Nature, tinting the trunk of a maple tree. 

In her brush left some brown paint over; 
This failing, somehow, to meet her sight. 

The brush dipped next in creamy white. 

And painted the sweet Scotch clover. 

Espying the mingling dark and light. 

Dame Nature declared it was but right 
To leave her so all should love her; 

So she bent to the blossoms, and leaving there 
The fragrant breath of her kisses rare. 

She perfumed the sweet Scotch clover. 

To welcome the fragrance I hasten down. 

And I say, “ Never mind the stain of brown 
That the dear dame's brush left over,*’ 

When I open my window, at early da^vn, 

And a breath comes up o’er the dewy lawn. 
From the blooms of sweet Scotch clover. 

I know a maiden, not fair, they think. 

With lily white, nor the flush of pink, 

But 1 am her constant lover; 

For her soul is sweet with the perfume pure 
Of Nature's kisses, and so I’m sure 
1 shall call her my sweet Scotch clover 
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BETWEEN THE BELLS. 

BY JULIA M. THAYER. 

“ There goes the first bell. Heigh ho! I 
wish I was a crow,” said Henry, giving his 
Latin grammar a toss which unexpectedly 
lodged it in the branches of the chestnut, 
overhead. 

He gazed at it a moment in surprise, and 
then stretched himself out coolly on the 
grass. 

” I hate books,” he continued, petulantly; 
” and schools, and rules, and everything of 
the sort. Here Pwe been hammering my 
brains out with one thing or another, ever 
since I was born. There’s no use trying 
to get through with ’em, either; it’s just 
like jumping out of one briar bush into 
another. It’s from definitions to dates, and 
from dates to problems, ^nd the dead lan¬ 
guages to dig out by the roots, and oiogim 
and isics enough to craze an owl. I’m tired 
of it. If I were a king it should be against 
the law for anybody to know how to read or 
write; and every pedagogue should wear a 
foolscap, so he should.” 

“Ha! ha! ha!” said a cracked voice at 
his elbow. 

Henry started and looked around. 

“ So you’re tired of books ; that’s good ; 
come with me, where there’s nothing of that 
kind to trouble you.” 

The speaker was a stout, little man, with 
a wrinkled face, white, flowing beard, and a 
funny twinkle in his deep-set eyes. He wore 
an odd skullcap, and carried a birchen twig 
in his hand. 

“Do you live far from here? and can I 
come back whenever I choose ?” 

“ Don’t live far from here ; can come back 
whenever you choose,” echoed the little man; 
and, M’ith a sigh of satisfaction, Henry rose 
to follow him. 

Across the meadow, over the fence, and 
now a bold strike for the wooded mountain. 
For a little wa^' the path looked familiar 
enough ; then lithe young saplings gave place 
to giant trees; the way grew steep and 
strange, and a twilight gloom seemed to 
settle on the forest. 

The little man stumped along so vigorously 
that Henry had much ado to keep up with 
him, and was entirely too breathless to ask 
the thousand and oue (piestions that puzzled 
his brain. 

He was, in fact, beginning to feci di.;cour- 
aged and almost frightened, when, finally, 
the forest opened, and a blaze of sunlight 
dazzled his eyes. 


Before him lay a level lawn, decked with 
shrubs and tbiintains, in the centre of which 
rose an airy structure, of indescribable grace 
and elegance ; fantastic and out of projwr- 
tion, an artistic eye would have said. 

Before a group of lounging lx>ys the dwarf 
paused, introducing Henry: “A new com¬ 
rade, my hearties; give him a greeting, will 
you ?” 

“ Welcome, welcome to the new Noddy!” 
they all screamed in a breath. 

“Here, Master Ignorance,” continued the 
little man, to a dull-eyed youth, “ take 
charge of this new candidate.” 

“Certainly,” quoth Ignorance ; “ providin’ 
he’s sworn ag’in book Tamin’, and will take 
the Booby’s Oath, to wit. Never ask the 
reason why.” 

“ He’s not sworn against anything,” re¬ 
plied the dwarf, testily ; “ but what little he 
knows won’t hurt anybody, and he says he 
hates books ; so now I hope you’re satisfied, 
and will give him a fair chance.” 

“ To be sure,” drawled Ignorance, after a 
stare that, in anyone else, would have been 
considered unmannerly. “ He’s the boy to 
make a muddle of the pultimication table, 
my word for it.” And, with tliis compli¬ 
mentary speech, he tucked Henry under his 
arm, and walked off with him. 

“ Ain’t you glad, Noddy,” he continued, 
familiarly, “ that we don’t believe in the 
Bchullhouse—reg’lar old prison, that. ‘ Let 
boys have their freedom,’ says we; ‘ an’ ef they 
must work, let ’em work at somethin’ that’ll 
butter their bread for ’em.’ Why, you 
know, our first parents lost all their property 
by havin’ too Inqurin’ a mind—it’s a sin. 
Hear me toot!” 

And with that he put a tin tmrapet to hU 
lips, blowing for dear life, and strutting 
about with a very important air, dragging 
Henry’ along with him. 

Now, to Henry this seemed a very silly and 
ridiculous performance; and he was glad 
enough, finally, to slip away and join the 
other fellows on the lawn. 

“O, but isn’t this jolly ?” chuckled he to 
himself. “No hateful school bell, nor hard 
benches; no glum master, pestering lessons, 
nor horrid books! I’m done with ’em; 
hurra!” 

Tlien he threw himself into play with 
amazing energy; won every' game, and db 
tauced his competitors in every race, so fresh 
and brisk he came from his tasks. 

“ This is glorious !” he exclaimed; “ 1 
shall never tire of it.” 

But while he was zealously* inventing new 
games, and gallantly leading the sport, he 
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could not but observe that his companions 
were more boisterous than happy ; or, their 
mirth had a mixture of malice ; or, they 
were stupidly content to do nothing, for, 

“ All play and no work 
Makes Jack an Idle shirk.** 

“This is strange,” thought Henry, “I 
can’t understand itand ran to Ignorance, 
exclaiming, “ Dear master, pray tell me 
why ”— 

In vain Ignorance put his finger to his 
lips, and shouted, with frantic gestures, 
“ Stop ! stop I” 

“ I only want to know why, dear master,” 
continued Henry ; but before he could finish 
his question he found himself angrily seized 
and thrust into a horrid, little dungeon, 
where bats and spiders were his only 
companions. 

“Sure enough,” thought he, gloomily, 
“ if I want to live with this crowd, I must 
consent to be a booby, and never trouble 
myself about the reason of things. But a 
fellow can’t help thinking.” So he con¬ 
tinued to think until he thought himself to 
sleep; the best thing he could do, perhaps, 
under the circumstances. 

By and by he was aw'akened by the creaking 
of the little door, as it swung back on its 
hinges. A good-natured fellow looked in 
and whispered, 

“ Come, Noddy; get out of this, quick ! 
The old un’s tooting himself deaf, so now is 
your time; come with me.” 

Henry lost not a moment in making his 
escape. But he now found himself the boon 
companion of idleness; one w'hose great 
delight it was to lie on the grass and watch 
the sailing clouds ; who slept and dreamed, 
and woke and dreamed again. Always dal¬ 
lying with the present hour, he had no past 
nor future ; no regrets, no hopes, no aspira¬ 
tions. His vague and aimless thoughts were 
like the noisome scum that settles on a stag¬ 
nant pool. 

Henry soon wearied of this new friend, and, 
drifting gradually away from him, he found 
himself at the portals of the beautiful tem¬ 
ple he had noticed, when he first entered 
this charmed region. 

DazzUngly fantastic, its alabaster columns 
rose like graceful flower stems, supporting a 
dome that seemed clad in ever-changing hues 
of inexpressible beauty. A rosy cloud rested 
on its summit, wrapping its topmost spire 
in mystery. A circular stairway wound 
round and round, higher and still higher, 
till, from its dizzying elevation, the earth 
seemed a fairy land ; while, far away in the 
sea of ether, lay groups of enchanted islands. 


bathed in purple splendor. And this was 
the Temple of Fancy, the realm of dreams ; 
the home of all sw'ect, unreal imaginings. 
From its lofty towers and balconies one sees 
those famous didteaiix en Espagnes —the tow¬ 
ering pinnacles of fame; the longed-for gar¬ 
dens of delight. Those who are poor in all 
things else, can come here and hug them¬ 
selves with joy at the loveliness and grandeur 
of their possessions. 

Baseless and airy structure, but dearer to 
many than all the regal treasures in Truth’s 
domain. 

“ O, happiness !” cried Henry ; “ what a 
discovery. Who would doze, now', over 
prosy facts and philosophies ? A fig for dull 
books and schoolmaster’s homilies.” 

Aw'ay he flew', to disport himself with the 
golden wings that Fancy lends her young 
votaries. Away, away, to climb the spiral 
stairs and nestle under the rosy cloud ; when 
lo! with a sudden gust of wind, the whole 
fairy fabric came tumbling about his ears, 
and he crept, despondent, from its ruins. 

“ Come, comp,” said a merry voice, “ many 
a worse thing than that never happened but 
once; it will all pass in a lifetime. Follow 
me.” And a gay creature, wearing a motley 
dress and cap, and jingling a chime of silver 
bells, danced quickly by. 

Henry caught one glimpse of her, and 
bounded after; and was soon the veriest mad¬ 
cap in her troop of followers. Whimsical, 
absurd, ridiculous, away they went, over 
hill and dale, snatching at the roses, making 
light of the thorns; mocking at the good 
and beautiful; aping every monstrosity; 
giddily dancing along, as if life were an 
aimless farce, and death the crowning joke 
of all. 

Thus, far into the forest, till, looming up 
in the distance, was a huge castle, gloomy 
and threatening. 

And now shrieks, and groans, and mutter¬ 
ed curses filled the air; for that was the 
abode of Crime, where deeds of darkness 
and mystery w'ere accomplished. Here 
Folly redoubled her wild antics, and shook 
her bells almost furiously ; but Henry, look¬ 
ing up a long, shadowry vista, saw a scafifold 
outlined on the sky, and something fearful 
dangling from it, and he turned and fled. 

Breathless and weary, he paused, at length, 
to find his old friend, the dwarf, close beside 
him. 

“Well met, my lad, well met,” cried he, 
good naturcdly, but still with that ot.d twin¬ 
kle in his eye; “ and now tell me what you 
have learned since I saw you last.” 

“I have learned,” answered Henry, 
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promptly, **that If^niorance and Idleness 
lead to Folly and Crime.” 

“ Good! and what else 

“ That air palaces are very shaky.” 

“ Good again ; Fancy ought to look better 
to her foundations. What else 

“ That I would like to go back to old 
Gradgrind’s, if I could only And the way.” 

“ So you don’t like my school shouted 
the dwarf, with pretended displeasure. 

“ Your lessons are well meant, I presume,” 
answered Henry, growing excited, “but, 
great Caesar! I would rather bolt the old 
academy, Greek, Gradgrind, and all, than to 
be led another such a dance. Besides, I 
don’t fancy graduating from the gallows.” 

“Well, well,” said the little man, face¬ 
tiously, “experience is a dear school, but 
fools will learn in no other. He! he I he!” 

And with that he gave Henry a playful 
little tap across the nose with his birchen 
switch. But it did hurt tremendously, and 
Henry opened his eyes and looked about 
him, to find that his grammar had tumbled 
down from its breezy perch and struck him 
in the face. 

The last bell was ringing, and, seizing his 
books, he hastened away to his tasks, a 
wiser and a happier boy. 

THE WEAVING OF THE YEAR. 

BT MBS. ELLEN F. LATTIMORB. 

With her swift and nimble fingers. 

Weaving garlands on the way. 

Decking all the trees with blossoms. 

Came the joyous-hearted May. 

Then, with lightly-tripping footsteps. 
Keeping time to Robin’s tune. 

Dancing on the summer sunbeam,* 

Glided In the leafy June. 

And we sighed to see the blossoms 
Fondly cherished In the May, 

Crowded by the swelling leaf buds, 

Till they, frightened, fiew away. 

Soon the autumn softly covered 
All the earth with misty sheen, f 

And the golden fruit was nestled 
Where the sweet May blooms had been. 

Now the winter winds are wailing. 

Snow flakes sknrry through the air. 

Flecking all the trees with crystals. 

Casting whiteness everywhere. 

Laughing streamlets in the woodland 
Shiver in their merry glee; 

Gentle robins, with their music. 

Seek the sunshine o’er the sea. 

Joyous spring, and glorious summer. 
Dreamy autumn, winter sere. 

Calm and storm, and shade and sunshine. 
Come and go, to weave the year. 


THE METEOR AND THE NORTH 
POLE STAR. 

BT JAMES YOUNG. 

A fiery meteor was once upon a time so 
puffed up by a sense of his own importance, 
and so anxious to display himself to the in¬ 
habitants of earth in his full glory, dressed 
in his ever-changing robes of colored light, 
that he challenged the Pole Star, as the best 
known of all the stars, to appear upon a cer¬ 
tain night, at a certain time, that the people 
of the world might decide which of them 
was the brightest and best. 

The Pole Star, that had always kept his pro¬ 
per place since the world began, replied by 
saying that he was a star of peace, that he 
disliked strife and rivalry, that he had his 
work to do, that he knew the seamen on 
the deep would be lost if he left his post, 
but at the same time he declared that the 
meteor knew where to find him, and that he 
(the Pole Star), would give him welcome if 
he made his appearance. 

Upon receiving this message, the meteor 
became still further elated, inasmuch as he 
could not appreciate or believe in the mo¬ 
tives of the Pole Star; he ascribed the 
answer which he had received, to cow¬ 
ardice, and determined more obstinately than 
before that the trial should take place. 

At the time of night appointed, he sal¬ 
lied out in a gorgeous display of dazzling 
color. He came from the direction of the 
sea, in order that he might arrive in full 
force by the time he reached the destined 
spot above the land. As he hurried over 
the waters, he received very small encourage¬ 
ment from the captains and sailors of the 
vessels which he passed, because they knew 
that the Pole Star was their friend, and that 
the meteor was apt to be a miscliief maker 
and a dangerous enemy. The meteor, how¬ 
ever, cared little for that, but hurried on 
swift as a cannon ball, and his mind filled 
with the vision of the commotion that his 
presence Avould create among the inhabit¬ 
ants of the towns of the country over which 
he was now to pass. At length he reached 
the destined spot, but alas for his exalted 
and ambitious hopes, a dense mass of clouds 
obscured the sky, and after spending his 
radiance in the atmosphere without an iif- 
habitant of the earth to witness it, he ex¬ 
ploded with a loud ci:ack, and was extin¬ 
guished forevermore, without even a grave 
or a resting place. In another hour the 
clouds parted, and when the Pole Star look¬ 
ed out once more, the seamen and the 
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landsmen blessed his face. He still shines generation, rather than to dazzle for the 
os useful os in former years. moment, and excite a fleeting wonder and 

Strive to be great, rather than to appear admiration. So will yon be happy and be 
great, and to be useful in your day and blessed. 



A CHIP FROM AX OLD LOG. 


BY O. H. 


The log was hollow, yon know, and the 
chip was alive—in fact, it was a chipmunAc; 
but we played that it was a wolf, and that 
the log was his den. 

I never should have thought of it, though, 
if it hadn’t been for Bessie. We were play¬ 
ing in the beech grove, down by the brook, 
that afternoon, and Bessie had found a flock 
of mushrooms, which she called her sheep. 
They were very white and woolly, and of all 
sorts of sizes, great, fat sheep and little, 
plump lambs; and w'e stuck grape tendrils 
into some of their heads, for horns. O, it 
was a fine flock, I can tell you, all huddled 
together, just like real sheep. 

And Bessie made a splendid shepherdess. 
It would have made you laugh to see her, 
perched on the top of a stump, watching 
her mushrooms, and talking to them as if 
they could understand every word. 

“Sheep arc so wise,” she said to me, 
soberly. 

As for me, it was decided that I should be 
a hunter, and that it should be my duty to 
kill all sorts of wild beasts that prowled 
about that dreadful wilderness, the beech 


grove; but particularly to stand ready, at 
an instant’s warning, to come to the rescue 
of the shepherdess, just as she and fourteen 
of her finest sheep were about to be devoured 
by a wolf. It was distinctly agreed, I rc- 
raemlxjr, that she was not to expect me in 
the least, but that I was to rush up at the 
very moment that she had given up all hope. 

We had two dogs with us—Shot, the old 
setter, who had been educated for the ])ar- 
tridge business, but now devoted himself 
chiefly to worrying the hens ; and little Stub, 
the terrier, who had a natural genius for 
anything that had mischief in it. It was 
arranged that Stub should be the shepherd 
dog, and stay with Bessie, and that Shot 
should be my faithful hound. 

One thing, however, Bessie insisted on, 
and that was a crook. I told her that grand¬ 
pa didn’t take care of his sheep with a crook, 
but she said he ought to, anyway, and that 
if she couldn’t have a crook she wouldn’t 
be a shepherdess at all. So we went to the 
brook where some red ozlers grew, and I 
cut a beauty, just as straight as an arrow, 
and as tall as Bessie herself. To be sure, it 
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didn’t bend round at the end, like the crooks 
in pictures, but Bessie liked it all the better; 
it wouldn’t catch in the sheep’s wool. 

But if a shepherdess must have a crook, a 
hunter must have a gun; so another ozier 
stick had to be cut, with a forked end for 
the breech, and a twig for the lock. Hastily 
loading this deadly weapon, we hurried back 
to our sheep ; for Bessie was becoming dread¬ 
fully anxious about them. “We hadn’t 
oughterleft ’em so long,” said she. “ I most 
know a wolf has eat ’em up.” 

At that instant w’e came in sight of the 
flock, and there, sure enough, w as the wolf, 
(that is, the chipmunk,) with his fore paw's 
on the back of our very best sheep, and his 
mouth full of something. It was a sight to 
make our blood run cold, for we were about 
as much afraid of him as real shepherds and 
hunters would be of an actual wolf. But the 
more frightened we were the louder we 
shouted; the dogs barked, and we all rushed 
for the wolf, who whisked his little tail, and 
scampered for the nearest hole, which hap¬ 
pened to be in an old log. 

Having the wild beast fairly in his den, we 
grew braver at once, and held a council of 
war, as to the best way to capture him. 
Stub set his fore feet upon the log, as if to 
keep it from running away, and looked wisely 
at Shot, who, with his nose at the mouth of 
the hole, “pointed” at the game, as if it 
had been a partridge, and seemed to think 
that he had done his duty. 

I thought about Putnam and the wolf; 
but decided that I should not try to crawl 
into this wolf den, for fear of spoiling my 
clothes, and for other reasons. I almost 
dared to look in, though; and I made up 
my mind, if Bessie thought it best, to put 
my wooden gun in and say “ Bang,” as loud 
as I could scream. 

I am sorry to say that Bessie was timid, 
and acted very queer. She didn’t seeem to 
know whether the thing in the log was a 
real wolf or only a chipmunk. First, she 
was afraid we should hunt it; and then she 
was afraid it would hunt us; and once she 
made us both laugh like everything, by call¬ 
ing it a squolf. 

But old Shot thought it was time some¬ 
thing was done ; so, while we were talking, 
he worked his head farther and farther into 
the log, till all at once he gave a little snap, 
and out he bounced, with the “squolf” in 
his mouth. Ho had been trained to bring 
his game to his master, so he came and 
dropped it on the grass right by my feel. 

Poor chip ! He wasn’t a wolf any longer, 
but a poor, little squirrel; and we both felt 


badly enough, I assure you, when we saw 
him lie there so still, with his eyes shut, and 
his brown paws held out just like hands. 
Bessie cried and sti-oked bis fur, and I asked 
Shot if he wasn’t ashamed of liimself ? but 
he didn’t seem to feel it at all. 

Of course our play w'as spoiled for that 
day; and after making a little basket of 
leaves, we laid poor chip in it, covered him 
with fresh, white violets, and carried him 
home to mother. 

But, will you believe it, w'e found that he 
w asn’t dead, after all; and when mother 
lifted up the flow^ers, he jumped right out of 
the basket on to the floor. He couldn’t run 
much, though, and It was a long time befoi-e 
he was w ell enough to go back to the beech 
grove. But we took care of him, and he 
grew quite tame, and knew his name as well 
as I did. Guess what it was. It was Sqttolf. 


CHAT ABOUT THE RED MAN. 

BY MRS. MATTIE L. HOLDEN. 

What say you, my boys and girls, to a talk 
about Indians to-day ? Crossing the plains, 
from Chicago to California, I have seen lots of 
red men, and I think perhaps you would be 
interested in a chat about their manners and 
customs. 

I don’t think you would be very much In 
love with the poor, dirty things, and I rather 
imagine you would wonder how anybody 
could ever have written poetry about them, 
could you see them as they are. 

The lower trilics, the Diggers and Paw¬ 
nees, don’t live in houses at all, as you and 
I and all respectable paupers do ; they bur¬ 
row holes in the ground, and live as foxes, 
rabbits, or wolves are supposed to. They 
subsist on roots and acorns. I saw them 
make bread, one day, out of acorn nuts, and 
I just wish I could remember how they did 
it—I know it was quite funny. Of course 
they have no stoves, and they bake their 
bread by digging a shallow hole in the earth, 
putting their dough inside, and building a 
fire above it until baked. The bread, of 
which an old squaw gave me a bit, was very 
sweet and good. 

W^e spent one whole morning, watching 
the Indians fish. They don’t catch fish as 
you and I do, (I must tell you, some time, 
by the way, about a dreadfully funny time I 
had, one day, trying to catch trout I) You 
know the Indians arc shockingly lazy. Well, 
w hen they must work, they contrive to make 
it about as comfortable and easy as possible. 
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They build little sheds all along the river 
banks, of bark and the branches of trees; 
then they take a long, pointed spear, and lie 
flat down on their stomachs, in the little 
sheds, with the spears convenient to their 
hands. There they lie and watch the water, 
kicking their brown heels in the sun, and 
having a good time generally, until a poor, 
unsuspecting flsh comes along. He sees the 
shadow cast by the Indian shelter, and being 
rather tired and dazed, perhaps, by a long 
swim in the sun-heated water, he gives a 
happy, little flourish of his tail, and makes 
up his mind he will turn in and take a snooze. 
The Indian waits until just the right monient, 
raises his cruel spear, and, presto ! the flsh is 
brought out of Its liquid home quite dead, 
pierced through and through with the swift 
dart. Then the Indian rips open the mot¬ 
tled sides, cleans it, and hangs the wretched 
little flsh on a twig to dry in the sun, for 
winter food for hungry pappooses. We 
asked one Indian how many flsh he speared 
a day ? He replied, “ Sometimes one, some¬ 
times flfly.” I should liked to liavc sent a 
letter up stream to all the fishes, telling 
them not to come down that way ; but then 
fishes and people, you know, are much alike. 
They will go where they like, and must 
learn all their wisdom by experience. 

One day, our good guide came to us and 
told us there was to be a grand Indian “ pow 
wow” over in the woods—would we like to 
go ? Yes, indeed, we would. So that night, 
just after moonrise, we started. O, it was 
such a lovely night! The full moon touched 
the tops of the pine trees with splendor; the 
jaunty, little Merced river flashed over the 
rocks, in stretches of gloom and levels of 
silver, and all about us rose mighty moun¬ 
tains covered with snow. We felt just a 
little afraid of bears and wolves. We knew 
they lived in these woods, and were generally 
hungry enough to enjoy the chance of eating 
a good, fat party, such as we w'cre, so that 
when we heard a queer sort of noise in the 
bushes, we didn’t know but that we had 
belter turn back,, and give up the “ pow 
wow.” But one of our number, a bold boy 
named John, said if wc would only promise 
not to run and leave him, he would go ahead 
and see what the animal was that kept up 
such a grunting In the bushes. He stepped 
along very quietly, while we held our breaths 
with terror, until wc grew quite black in our 
(aces. But we were a good deal relieved, 
when he called back to us, 

” It’s only a pig ! Come on!” 

After that we got along very safely, until 
all at once wc came to a great dog, who sat 


right in our path, and showed his teeth very 
frightfully. The Indian boy who was gpiid- 
ing us said something to the beast in a lan¬ 
guage we could not understand, and he 
slunk aw ay quite ashamed of himself. We 
found that the Indians did not like to have 
strangers coming to their pow wows, so they 
set their dogs all about the border of the 
wood, with orders to bite all intruders. 

We reached the clearing at last, in safety, 
and sat down on a big rock to await perform¬ 
ances. There were camp fires kindled all 
about, and they made the woods full of beau¬ 
tiful shadow's, and lighted up the pines with 
strange, wierd light. A tall Indian, dressed 
in a wolf skin, and with feathers stuck in his 
hair, stood in the center of the clearing, talk¬ 
ing. He swung his arms about, and got very 
much excited about what he was saying, 
but nobody seemed to take any notice of 
him. A little farther on, another Indian, 
without any clothing at all save a sort of 
braided petticoat half way to his knees, lay 
flat upon his face and wailed. O, I never 
heard such a doleful sound in my life ! Did 
you ever hear a dog howl, when everything 
was still, at night f That is the best idea 1 
can give you of this terrible cry which rang 
so dismally through the woods. I felt so 
sorry for him, and w'anted our bold boy John 
to go and see what was the matter ; but the 
Indian guide was much agitated, and would 
not let him go. It seemed to be part of the 
ceremony. 

After aw hile one of the Indians who was 
squatting by the fire, rose, put both liis 
bands upon his hips, and commenced a 
queer, waving motion with his body, accom¬ 
panied by a sing-song tone, which cannot be 
described ou paper. Tlicn another rose and 
joined him, and another and another, until 
the w hole number were dancing and singing. 
Squaws joined the ring, with their pappooses 
strapped to their backs. Nobody laughed or 
seemed to be having a nice time. The orator 
talked himself hoarse by the Are, with no¬ 
body to listen. The poor fellow on his face 
howled, and kept his mouth in the dust, 
w ith nobody to relieve him. 

It was a very strange sight, and was kept 
up for three days and nights, although we 
did not stay that time. Wc noticed one old 
squaw with snowy hair, and wrinkled skin 
that hung like cobwebs from her bones. Her 
knees were splintered up with wood to keep 
her on her feet w’hen she stood, and she was 
hobbling about in the dance in a w'ay so 
funny and so sad, that wc laughed and cried 
toirether to see her. 

” How old is she ?” we asked our guide. 
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“ She was here when these mountains 
were little hills,” answered he. 

We eoncluded she must be pretty old. 

After we went home, we eould not get to 
sleep for thinking of the strange perform¬ 
ance, and resolved we would not go again. 

The Indian mothers carry their babies in 
little boxes slung over their shoulders. ^ The 
poor little midge is only taken out onee in 
twenty-four hours, and there he swing^, as 
straight as an arrow, with nothing but his 
round, brown face in sight, until be i^ old 
enough to walk. 

When a squaw wants to make herself and 
the pappoose (that is the baby's name in 
Indian) look very pretty, she paints both 
their faces a brilliant red. When an Indian 
dies, if he has been good, they bum hipa, 
and gather his bones and ashes together. 
Of the former they make necklaces, to wear 
about their necks; the latter they miy with 
pine pitch, and smear their fhces with it 
thirty days, for mourning. 

We saw one of the Indian tribes on the 
war path—that is, they were going out to 
fight another tribe. They were stripped to 
the waist, painted in brilliant colors, and 
carried bows and arrows and long spears. 
They always ride one after another, in trail, 
as they call it, and it takes a long time for a 
company of two or three thousand to pass a 
given point. 

But we have talked long enough for this 
time, my dearies, let's say good bye, and 
come again another day. 


THE PRAIRIE WINDS. 

BY JULIA M. THAYER. 

O, the winds, the frolicsome winds that sweep 
O’er savanna's broad and fair! 

Bom in the caves of the “ vasty deep,” 

At the voice of iBoIns they wake from sleep. 
Through the dashing waves and the sparkling 
foam 

They spring aloft to their boundless home, 

The limitless realms of air. 

Away, away, o'er the tossing sea. 

They whirl in a magic round; 

Away, away, in their wanton glee. 

To the desert plains of the south they flee. 
Sweeping along in their pride and might. 
Kissing the mountain peaks in their flight, 

They compass the earth at a hound. 

O, the winds, in their never-ceasing play. 

The frolicsome winds for me! 

My spirit leaps forth on their viewless way. 

With a fearless hound and a wild huzza; 
Flinging the phantoms of care aside. 

Far above tempest and cloud I ride, 

And my soul grows strong and free. 


MY RIDE WITH THE PRINCE. 

Sorrento, Italy. 

Dear Frtddy and Bob: Suppose you two 
little boys should mn through the entry and 
through the kitchen, and there, instead of 
finding the yard, and the fence, and the 
hydrant, you should see right before you a 
great, big ocean, with ships sailing on it! 
Then, if you were to go into the side yard, 
and find lots of oranges hanging on trees, 
you would think it a very pleasant place, 
wouldn't you? Well, Uncle Bill lives in 
just such a place, and in just such a house. 
When he opens the back door, there is the 
sea, directly in front of him, very blue, and 
as smooth as the parlor mirror, and little 
ships are sailing about on it. So smooth is 
the water, that it seems the little ships are 
sailing on glass. When he walks in the 
garden, the oranges hanging on the trees 
knock against his hat, and all he has to do 
is to pull and eat them. O, crowds and 
crowds of oranges! 

As I was sitting on a bench in the garden, 
a few days ago, a handsome young man 
came and sat beside me. We talked awhile, 
and became acquainted. He was a Prince, 
just such a one as you read of in the fairy 
stories! He said he had nothing to do, and 
would like to go all about this beautiful land 
with me, and show me all the lovely places. 
I said, ‘‘ Very well, we will go together.” 

Ever since then, we have been rambling 
all over the country, sometimes walking, 
and sometimes riding on donkeys. At first, 
of course, the Prince took me to his villa. 
Do you know what a villa is ? It is a beau¬ 
tiful country house, sometimes painted white, 
sometimes yellow, with a garden all round 
it. A stone wall shuts in the garden, so that 
people can’t climb in ; but when you are 
once in, you have a nice time, for you can 
play ball with the ripe oranges that lie on 
the ground. 

Well, after passing a very pleasant day, 
part of the time rowing in a boat along the 
shore, and part of the time climbing over 
the hills, the Prince look me up on top of 
his house, where there is a fiat roof w ith a 
railing round it. There we sat, looking at 
the town of Naples, way off tw'cnty miles 
across the sea, and at the mountain of Vesu¬ 
vius, the great volcano of which Fred has a 
picture in his geography book; and just as 
the sun had gone down, making everything 
on the land and the sea the color of a rose, 
a servant appeared on the roof, carrying a 
waiter, on which were two cups of coffee, 
one for the Prince, and one for me. I thought 
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this was very nice, so we drank the coffee, 
and talked there for a long time. You must 
know that he can’t talk iu our language, so 
we have quite a hard time to understand 
each other. 

Let me tell you what we did the next day. 
We started off on donkeys to go up the 
mountain; up a steep, rocky path, just as 
though Fred were to ride up the back stairs 
on horseback. We met barefooted women 
carrying baskets of green vegetables on their 
heads; and donkeys with paniers on their 
backs, loaded, some with fagots, some with 
fruit; and barelegged men holding on to the 
donkeys by their tails. This is the way they 
drive them. 

After awhile, we came to some masons 
building a wall, “ Gains murum cediflcabat,^' 
you know ! And how do you think they got 
the stones ? I will tell you. At a little dis¬ 
tance from the place where they were work¬ 
ing, I saw a young peasant woman stooping 
by a large pile of stones. She took one at a 
time from the pile and placed it on her head. 
There was a cushion on her head to keep it 
from hurting. Then, holding herself very 
straight, with one hand lifted to the stone 
to keep it steady, she would walk slowly off 
until she came to the men, and then she 
would tip It down by them, and they would 
go on building the wall. I had ray old, gray, 
soft hat on, so I helped her carry stones in 
the same way on my head; and we had a 
great deal of fun. 

We left the girl and the masons, and 
climbed on farther till a turn in the road 
showed us, on the other side of the momi- 
tain, the blue sea again, far below, shining 
with a million sparkles in the bright sun¬ 
light. Here we got off the donkeys to rest 
them, and to let them cat grass. Almost 
beneath us, lying on the surface of the sea, 
were three little islands. They are called 
the Islands of the Sirens. The Sirens were, 
in old times, pretty little ladies, who lived 
there and sang most sweetly. Whenever 
they saw a ship sailing by, they began to 
sing, and the mariners would steer the ship 
toward the islands so as to get near them. 
Then the ship, striking against the rocks 
that were hidden under the water, would be 
broken to pieces ! They did this many times 
for many yeara; and why these little ladies 
behaved in this wicked way, I cannot tell, 
unless it was because they wanted to get the 
hair brushes and combs and lookingglasses 
belonging to the captain’s wife, which they 
hoped to find in the cabin, for they were, 
like the mermaids, I believe, very fond of 
combing their hair while singing. Indeed, 


a great many young ladles now-a-days like 
to do the same thing. I am sure I have 
heard Miss Laura, over the way, when the 
w'indow's were open on a fine May morning, 
singing most beautifully, and I think it very 
likely she was combing her hair at the same 
time, although of course I am not sure. 
Maybe her great-grandmother was one of 
the firens. Well, w'e looked and looked, 
and couldn’t sec any of the ladies, nor hear 
them sing, so we began to think it wasn’t 
tfue. 

By this time the donkeys were rested, and 
getting on them, we rode to the top of the 
mountain. Here we found a level plain, all 
covered with short, green grass, and pretty 
flowers, red, white, blue, and yellow. Rid¬ 
ing along here, we saw a number of little 
twigs bent down and tied with string. We 
wondered what they were, until a bird lit on 
one of them, when the twig flew up quickly, 
and the string caught him with its loop by 
the leg. Then we knew that they were 
bird traps, which the boys set to catch birds, 
that they may sell them to the hotel keepers 
for the Americans to cat. We saw here a 
boy in his shirt sleeves. I put my hand on 
his cap, just for fun, and there I felt some¬ 
thing fluttering. I made him take it off, 
and, lo! there was a bird. I bought the 
bird and set it free, and watched it fly down 
the mountain side until its white wings were 
lost among the olive trees. 

The prince asked him if he had any more, 
and the answer he made was to put his hand 
in his bosom and draw out another bird, 
alive and squeaking. He pulled out another 
and another, until he had pulled out eight! 
There they were under his shirt all round his 
body next to his skin—eight birds, all alive! 
The Prince said, “We w'ill have them for 
dinnerso we bought these, and the boy 
began to kill them, one by one, and throw 
them in a heap on the grass. Uncle Bill 
thought he did not kill each bird quick 
enough, so he helped, though he did not 
like to do so, and got blood on his Angers, 
wiiich he had to wipe off with a bunch of 
white daisies that had dew on them. 

A little farther on, we met a man dressed 
in an old, velvet, shooting coat, with a gun 
on his shoulder. He had a bag ftill of birds, 
and offered to sell them. We bought them 
all, and now had thirty birds, all for a quar¬ 
ter of a dollar! I’ll tell you presently what 
we did with them. 

It was now almost noon, and riding on, 
we came to the end of the mountain top, 
and began to go down on the other side. 
All at once, right before us, we saw a pretty 
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little village, the yilla^e of St. Agata, into 
which we rode. The little children came 
out to look at U8, and began to beg. We 
went on, trying to find somebody who would 
cook our bh-ds for us, as by this time we 
were hungry. Presently we saw a little 
house in the village, with a garden in front. 
In the kitchen was a woman fi-ying some 
eggs in a pan. We asked her, and she was 
kind enough to say she would cook our birds. 
We left them with her, and walked about 
the town for half an hour. On coming back, 
what should we see in the garden patli, but 
an enormous barrel, turned up on end, with 
a white cloth on top. On that was set our 
dish of birds, cooked nice and brown. Be¬ 
side them, a huge dish of maccaroni, with 
cheese, loaves of bread, and onions, and a 
quart of wine. The barrel was empty, I 
know, for it sounded hollow when my knee 
hit against it; and then the bung hole was 
toward me, and had no stopper in it. 'Well, 
we ate all the good things up, every crumb! 
Then the woman gave us oranges, apples, 
and nuts. 

After dinner, the peasants gathered round, 
and the Prince, who likes gymnastics, showed 
them what he could do. Another man and 
I clasped hands at arms’ length, while the 
Prince, taking a short run, turned a somer¬ 
sault over them. Then he climbed up trees 
like a cat. I had on a suit of clothes that 
Mr. Poole made for me, and was afraid I 
should tear the buttons off, so I did not 
climb. But not to be outdone, I placed two 
chairs five feet apart, and stood a bottle of 
wine on the ground between them. Then 
resting my head on one chair and my heels 
on the other, andi holding my body quite 
stiff, I lay there without any other support. 
I reached my hand down for the bottle, and 
passing it up between my legs, and round 
and round my body, drank from the neck of 
it, and set it on the ground again. Then 
getting up, without unfolding ray arras, I 
dared them to do likewise. The Prince tried, 
but he couldn’t do it; and the peasants 
couldn’t do it; so then we lit our cigars and 
laughed and talked till it was time to go 
home. 

The villagers waved us good bye, as we 
rode down the mountain, till the winding 
road shut 8t. Agata from our sight, and 
showed us Sorrento and the bay, just as twi- 
light was coming on. 

The Prince kissed me good night at the 
door. You must know it is the custom for 
men to kiss each other here. It was in a 
very different fashion that a young English 
Prince said good bye to me, yesterday. He 


was only a baronet, to be sure, and hadn’t 
as long a name as the young Italian ; but I 
think he had a great deal more money, and 
a great deal more ground, and was, no doubt, 
an excellent fellow. But he came saunter¬ 
ing into the room where I sat at breakfast, 
with his hands in his trousers’ pockets, and 
said to me, 

“■Where do you hang out in Rome ?“ 

And when I told him, he nodded, and said, 
“See you there ; good day.’’ 

This was his way of asking at what house 
I liked best to live, whenever I stayed in the 
town of Rome, where the Pope lives ? 

Here in Sorrento, I am in a house where 
long ago a famous poet dwelt. He wrote 
the story of the “ Crusades,’’ in verse. Bat 
I cannot tell you more of him till some other 
time. So, good night. Uncle Bill. 


HOW TOMMY WENT TO THE 
CIRCUS. 

BY PRUDT. 

Billy had a wonderful stock of patience. 
To be sure, he had very little to try it, for. 
as he never had to go through y^ih any 
washing or brushing or curling to speak of, 
he saved up all his stock to spend on more 
important matters. This special morning, 
he had waited at the alley gate, with his 
sticky face pressed close against the bars, 
waiting and watching for nearly an hour in 
the vain hope that Tommy would make his 
appearance. 

As for Tommy, he was in the house, trying 
to harness his kitten to baby’s little, tin, 
express wagon. The trouble was, that when¬ 
ever kitty heard the wagon rattling behind 
her, she turned around, quick as a flash, to 
sec what was coining; and so Tommy had 
to begin all over again. He gave it up at 
last, and kitty crept away under the lounge 
to lick her fur into respectable condition, 
and Tommy sauntered out the door, quite 
undecided what to do next. Then Billy’s 
patience had Its reward. 

“ C’mover here. Tommy,’’ he called; 
“ want t’ show you something.” 

Tommy came down to the gate ; like Par¬ 
ley the porter, he only meant to look through, 
but when he saw the doors of the livery sta¬ 
ble all splendid with red and yellow posters, 
he marched straight across the alley before 
he stopped to think. 

“ It’s the cirkis,” said Billy. “ It’s over 
by the soap fact’ry in a tent more’n a mile 
big; an’ there’s elfuiits, and ranga-tangs. 
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an’ camels highcr’u a house, an’ monkeys, 
an* everything.” 

” I saw monkeys to the musement,” said 
Tommy, twisting his short neck to get a 
good view of a picture that was pasted on 
sideways. 

“ Ho, ’tain’t like them things,” said Billy, 
scornfully. ‘‘ Tlie elfunts dance on one leg, 
and they have a horse that can read the 
paper, and fly In the air with a man stondin’ 
up on his back. My brother Sam seen ’em.” 

“ ril 4sk my Uncle Jim to take me,” said 
Tommy, ” or nelse papa.” 

And so he did ; but he found, to his great 
disappointment, that neither of them ap- 
X)roved at all of the circus, so he was forced 
to console himself by admiring the pictures. 

” I know the way,” suggested Billy, tempt¬ 
ingly ; “you jest come down to the comer, 
an’ I’ll show ye.” 

Tommy did not mean to go any farther, but 
when they reached the comer there was a 
big store in the way, and they had to cross 
the street to see plainer. Then they walked 
along a little farther to see some gold fish in 
a window, and then to see what a wooden 
Indian was holding out in his hand, and then 
to examine some red velocipedes, until at 
last they came to the street cars. Right at 
the comer there was onowith a little flag on 
top, that said, in big letters, “TO THE 
HIPPODROME.” Neither of the boys could 
read it, and if they could have done so, they 
never would have guessed what it meant. 
But Billy knew that the car with the flag 
went to the circus, so he said, 

“ Le’s get in.” And foolish little Tommy 
got right in. 

There was nobody inside, but pretty soon 
the car began to All up, and, soon after they 
started, the conductor came through for 
tickets. 

“Who pays for you, bub?” he said to 
Tommy. 

“Papa, nelse Uncle Jim,” said Tommy, 
promptly. 

The conductor looked around inquiringly, 
and Tommy explained. 

“ They didn’t come, too; we’re goin’ to 
see the cirkis, me’n Billy.” 

“Have you got any money?” asked the 
conductor, smiling a little. 

“ Course, I ’sh flnk so,” said Tommy, “in 
my tin savings bank; and a dollar besides 
of it, only it’s lost down the ’frigerator hole 
to the parlor, where the warm comes up.” 

“ I’ve got more’n that,” said Billy, “only 
I borrowed it to Sam, and he don’t never 
pay me.” 

“ They’re running away, the little rascals,” 


said a good-natured-looking man to the con- 
ductor. ” The best thing you can do is to 
put them otr at the next comer, and tell 
them to go home.” 

So the conductor put them off presently, 
and told them to run straight home, or the 
policeman would lock them up; at which 
Tommy began to cry, but Billy was not in 
the least troubled. 

“Come on, Tommy,” said he, boldly, 
“ we’re ’most there now.” 

“I want to go home,” whined Tommy. 
“ My mamma says you’re a bad boy, and I 
mustn’t ’soclate wid you.” • 

“You’ve got to come,” said Billy, trium¬ 
phantly, “ 'cause you don’t know the way 
home. My mother says you ain’t nothing 
but a big baby, with yer curls and yer white 
stockin's.” 

Tommy quailed at once before this awful 
sarcasm, and w'alkcd meekly along by Billy 
until they actually reached the gi-ound, and 
found, to their dismay, that people were 
expected to pay for going to a circus. Half 
suffocated by the-dust, trampled and jostled 
by the crowd, and frightened out of their 
wits, they finally made their way to a vacant 
lot behind the tent, and sat down to rest, 
and think what to do next. The fence was 
covered with an awful picture of a man in a 
cage of wild beasts, and Billy’s courage 
revived, as he looked at it. 

“ Tell ye what,” said Billy, “ if I was a 
top o’ that fence, I could peek in.” 

Tommy looked up hopelessly at the high 
fence, and made no remarks, but Billy began 
at once to make search for a board, and 
finally secured a short one which he man¬ 
aged to drag from under a pile of rubbish, 
and leaned it against the fence. The first 
attempt at mounting brought him down 
with a sprawl to the ground. 

“Jiggles too much,” he explained, wiping 
bis mouth on his jacket sleeve. “ You’ll 
have to sit down and hold it steady.” 

“I don’t want to,” said Tommy ; “Iwant 
to go home. My mamma wants me.” 

“ Yon hold it,” said Billy, “ and I’ll tell 
ye what I see, and then we’ll go straight 
home.” 

So Tommy sat down and braced his back 
against the board, and Billy managed, after 
a good deal of jumping and squirming, to 
reach the top of the fence, where he hung 
suspended by his knees and elbows. He 
could see a good deal, much more than he 
expected ; but, unfortunately, a tall man on 
the inside of the fence saw him, also. 

“Here, you little rascal,” he called “ get 
down from thereand he reached up and 
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rapped Billy’s fingers with the end of his 
cane. 

Billy would have been very glad to get 
down, but his legs were too short to reach 
the board by which he had mounted, so he 



dangled about for awhile, until another rap 
on his fingers forced him to let go and drop 
to the ground, where he lay crying with pain 
and anger. Tommy cried, too, for company, 
and the noise soon brought a crowd about 
them. First, some idle boys, who began to 
tease and torment them, iVoiu the same spirit 
in which they would have tied a tin pail to 
the tail of an unfortunate dog. Then a man, 
who advised them to go home ; and then a 
fat, old, peanut woman, who had sold out 
her stock, and who scattered the rabble of 
boys with a few hearty cuffs, and jwuncing 
upon the two children, dragged them out to 
the sidewalk. 

“New,” said she to Tommy, “tell me 
where you live, my little man.” 

“ I live to papa’s hou.se,” sobbed Tommy, 
“ wid mamma and Uncle Jim.” 

“He lives on Oak street,” said Billy, be¬ 
ginning to recover his spirits. “ I’m a tak¬ 
ing care of him, and I know the way home— 
1 gucs* I do,” he added, looking around a 
little dubiously. 

“ You come along with me,” said the 
woman; “ I’m just going that way myself.” 


And she kept fast hold of Tommy’s hand, as 
she waddled along very much in the style of 
a big rocking chair out for a promenade. 

When they reached the corner of the alley, 
she released Tommy, and the young gentle¬ 
man went home without a word to Billy, 
who crept into the livery stable, feeling 
decidedly crest fallen. 

“ O, here he comes, ma’am,” said Ellen, 
rushing down the yard, and seizing Tommy 
by the hand. “ Yer a nice b’y, now, to be 
scarin’ yer ma Into fits with ycr vagabone 
ways!” And as she talked, she dragged 
Tommy along and presented him to his 
mother, saying, “Here he is, ma’am, all 
safe and sound. I knew he was bound to 
turn up.” 

Tommy’s heart smote him, when he saw 
how pale his mother looked, and he laid his 
head in her lap and began to cry, penitently. 

“ Where have you been, Tommy ?” asked 
his mamma, laying her hand gently on his 
head. 

“ To the cirkis, wid Billy,” sobbed Tommy. 

“ And you ran away ! O, Tommy, mamma 
thought she could trust her little boy,” said 
his mamma, sadly ; and at that Tommy cried 
liarder than ever. 

They had a long talk about it, and Tommy 
was very much disposed to lay all the blame 
on Billy; but his mamma preached him 
quite a little sermon from the text, “ My 
son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not 
and after awhile he began to see that his part 
of the wrong lay in the c(m9erUing. 

“ But Billy’s a real naughty boy, mamma,” 
he added, “and I fink I’d better not play 
wid him, ’cause he’s alw’ays dicing me, and I 
might consent.” 

His mamma thought so, too. 


TWO PICTURE BOOKS. 

BY FRANCES E. WILLARD. 

I remember a dreary winter day at Forest 
Home. Lessons were over, and dear mother’s 
urgent request had carried us six times 
“around,” on a Christmas stocking, and 
through two “ diamonds ” for that mythic.'il 
bedquilt, which remains to this day unfin¬ 
ished. What to “fly at next,” (as grand¬ 
father used to say,) w'as now the question. 

We had out-grown our toys. The big doll, 
with dropsical hands and deformed should¬ 
ers, had been gently laid to her rest in the 
old red chest some months before ; the little 
set of dishes from which said dollie had par* 
taken of many a sugar-plum dinner, was 
given back to mother “tokeep,” and the 
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box of wooden houses, with black doors and 
red windows, and churches whose steeples 
all were green, had been sent as a present to 
litttle Johnnie Jones, our nearest neighbor’s 
flve-year-old. 

So we puzzled over the amusement ques¬ 
tion” for a while, when Marj' said, “Let’s 
ask mother; she always knows.” 

“ Practice your duet,” suggested our ora¬ 
cle, looking up ih>m her work. 

“ O no; we did that in lesson hours.” 

“ Play history cards.” 

“ There are .only two of us, and it takes 
four.” 

“Weii, why not play ‘go a visiting,’ as 
you used to last winter.” 

“O, mother, that’s to old; and besides, it’s 
for children,” added Mary, with all the dig¬ 
nity of thir^n years. 

Mather put her hand over her eyes, rocked 
gently a few minutes, and cut the Gordian 
knot in this wise: 

“ The fact is, g^rls, your father brought 
home, last night, a package sent him by 
Charles Gifford.” 

Now, if she had announced that Santa 
Claus had taken lod^ngs at our house, or 
that Aladdin’s lamp was hanging in the front 
hall, she would not have delighted us so 
much by half, for, in the first place, we had 
never believed in the fiirry old stocking filler 
since one Christmas, when we saw mother 
putting Pollock’s “ Course of time ” in our 
brother’s boot, which he had hung on the 
door knob; and to tell the truth about the 
other gentleman, we had never yet read the 
“Arabian Nights’.” But Charles Gifford 
was the hero who filled the place of all im¬ 
possible good fairies, in our partial fhney. I 
wonder if over everybody’s childhood hovers 
such a vision of gentle wisdom and unobtru¬ 
sive goodness, mingled with so much of dash¬ 
ing courage and unspoken romance, as this 
name suggested to our girlish thoughts. 
What a wonder he was, withal, to us wild, 
young wood birds, with his careless elegance 
of manner, his artistic tastes, his classic lore, 
and the constant suggestions in his conver¬ 
sation of so much that was strange and de¬ 
lightful ; of wise books and wiser men; of 
the world’s varied beauty, and, last of all, 
of lands far off, where there were solemn old 
ruins, magnificent palaces, and curious peo¬ 
ple, and such pictures as one never sees in 
oar native land, except in his loveliest 
dreams. 

This last was the fhvorite topic of this sub¬ 
stantial good- fairy of ours, and many a time, 
when he had come to hunt prairie chickens, 
in August, to eat Thanksgiving pies or 


Christmas turkey, he talked to us of the old 
world and its treasures in a style that threw 
Hawthorne’s “ Wonder Book,” and Ander¬ 
sen’s fairy stories completely in the shade. 
Then, he had sent us books, and written 
letters for our reading, in his beautiful, pe¬ 
culiar hand; and, most marvelous of all, he 
had drawn our vine-wrapped cottage, our 
big bam with the steeple, and the i>ortrait 
of our old dog “ Fido.” 

What wonder, then, if the unlooked-for 
arrival of a “package” from a source like 
this was, to our minds, the very summit of 
good fortune, and its examination the precise 
“ thing to be done,” which, of all others, we 
would have chosen ? 

“I meant to keep it as a surprise for 
Mary’s birthday, next week, but perhaps it 
will afford you more pleasure now,” said 
mother, taking out her keys and unlocking 
the particular bureau drawer in which she 
was wont to keep her choicest treasures. 

I wish this huge old world had anything 
to show me now, on which I should gaze 
with all the delightful expectancy with 
which I watched the lifting out of Mr. Gif¬ 
ford’s package, and on the inner wrapper 
read the words, “ For the amusement of my 
Mends at Forest Home—of the young ladles 
especially.” For thus did the gallant bache¬ 
lor of forty call us girls, Just entering our 
verdant “ teens.” 

Mother raised the lid of a pretty, white 
box—how plainly I can see it now—and took 
out a great book, bound in dark green 
morocco, with gttt clasps, and the words 
“Sketches and engravings,” in quaint letters 
on the side. W^le we were exclaiming 
over this beautUbl and costly volume, mother 
proceeded to read the following letter, bear¬ 
ing our kind friend’s tasteful monogram and 
seal. It was addressed to my father: 

‘'TtoszBANK, Feb. 10,18—. 

Dear W.: I send you one of my pet books, 
chiefly lor the amusement of your daughters. It 
is a loan, however, not a gift, for, aside firom its 
precionsness in my eyes, on account of the asso¬ 
ciations clustering about it, more than for its 
intrinsic merits, I nope the knowledge that they 
cannot keep it always may make them ambitions 
to commence a collection of their own. This 
will make an agreeable variety in their employ¬ 
ments, and tend to the cultivation of pore 
and lovely tastes, so that, years hence, the magic 
realm of .4r/, of which they thus get a glimpse, 
no matter how shadowy and imperfect, unll dawn 
upon them with a clearer ray, perhaps, because 
or an efl'ort even so humble as this. At all 
events, it is in this hope that I offer my big book, 
with the assurance of my distingished consider¬ 
ation, etc., etc., to the little ladles aforesaid." 

There was no more discontent at Forest 
Home for a long time after the arrival I have 
described To “look at Mr. Gifl'ord’s pic¬ 
tures ” w'as the “ reward of merit ” we were 
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eager to gain, and of which we never grew 
weary. When we knew them all by heart, 
those choice clippings from his own sketch 
books and those of his artist friends; those 
gleanings of many years among rare books 
and magazines, and in the print shops and 
picture stores of various lands, we began to 
invent stories to go with them, and how 
many a charming evening hour have we spent 
thus, weaving our harmless fancies about 
some fair young face that gleamed upon us 
from the changeful pages; rehearsing the 
history of some celebrated artist or poet, or 
detailing the added “ lesson ’* we had learned 
that day about some famed locality here rep¬ 
resented. Full of instruction as of pleasure 
was this scrap book to us all, and from its 
coming our parents dated a new and happier 
era in the history of their children, and it 
carried our thoughts out into so many new 
and beautiful paths, that they never could 
come back into quite the same limits as 
before. 

• We were not slow to act on the suggestion 
about making a picture scrap book for our¬ 
selves. But, before speaking of It, let me 
further describe our model, which has 
always seemed perfect in my eyes. 

It was very strongly bound, having a nar¬ 
row strip of leather attached to each page 
where it joined the cover. Its leaves were 
of firm, fine paper, of an ash-gray color, and 
about as thick as the best quality of drawing 
paper. The edges of the pictures were very 
neatly trimmed, without margins, the tint 
of the paper forming an artistic background. 
Their ditferent shapes, square, oblong, oval, 
and round, were turned to the best possible 
account in grouping, several pictures being 
collected upon a single page, or only one or 
two, according to their different sizes. They 
w ere fastened in their places with fiour paste, 
in preference to any other adhesive mixture, 
and under each its name w as written in a 
clear, plain hand, with now and then an ap¬ 
propriate verse, or a w’ell-chosen quotation 
in prose. Although the pictures w^ere not 
regularly classified, their subjects had been 
studied with care, and you would not have 
found the landing of the Pilgrims side by 
side with little Jack Horner w’ho sat in a 
comer, nor the Roman forum opposite a jwr- 
trait of Daniel Boone. 

All these points I do not profess to have 
observed at the early period in my life of 
w’hich I am now writing ; if I had, the account 
of book number two, which we made, in 
imitation of Mr. Gifford’s, would be more 
edifying. 

lT«'fe it lies in a big chair beside me—that 


dear, absurd, old book of ours—souvenir of 
so much that is sacred and sweet. With 
what pleasant care we worked upon it, be¬ 
ginning the very day after the package was 
revealed. We considered, first, however, our 
small resources, consulted with the hea^ of 
the family and our learned brother, whose 
vacation came just then, and whose “ Fresh¬ 
man ” wisdom was all at our disposal. In 
Dollie’s red chest, up garret, had been de¬ 
posited, from the earliest times, a lot of legis¬ 
lative documents, “Acts to Incorporate,” 
and “ Acts to amend other acts entitled,” 
forming altogether the most stupid collection 
—excepting always the “ Patent Office Re¬ 
ports ”—that has ever come under my ob¬ 
servation. Their only merits w’ere their 
dimensions, about a third greater in length 
and width than those of Uarper^s Magaiwe^ 
and the stiff* paper on which their lengthened 
dullness was drawn out. These we stitched 
together, and fastened at the back by a strip 
of stout cloth. We sent to town for a piece 
of fine pasteboard, for which we paid the 
sum of thirty cents, part of the profits of 
our little gardens. This we covert with a 
remnant of the parlor paper, made up of 
flowers, dots, and parallelograms, m equal 
parts; and thus the binding of our book was 
provided for. Now' for its title. The Morn¬ 
ing Star w’as the name of a journal which 
had long been a favorite weekly visitor, and, 
happily, its heading was printed in letters of 
unusual size and beauty. Those of my read¬ 
ers w ho are fond of anagrams will see, as we 
did, the word “engravings,” sparkling in 
this “ Morning Star that is, all but the v, 
and this w’e managed easily, by inverting one 
of the a^s and pasting a bit of white paper 
across its liorizontal bar. Then—and how 
characteristic this was of our years yon will 
not appreciate for at least tw'o decades—we 
decided to improve upon Mr. G.’s plan by 
adding “our names, the year, the day,” and, 
under all, a flourishing ornament, cut from 
an old, high-colored calendar. These last 
embellishments I wisely counsel you not to 
imitate, but am mournfully apprehensive 
that you w ill not content yourselves with 
less. 

Now for the pictures. The frontispiece- 
books wouldn’t be books, you know, writh- 
out one—was Mercy’s Dream, w hich, I blush 
to acknowledge, we took from one of 
mother’s Ladies' JteposUory 'and asked hex 
for afterward! An angel, such a lovely one, 
is flying through the air with a gleaming 
crow'n, which he is just going to place on 
Mercy’s head, w'hich is in convenient attitude, 
at some distance from the tree against which 
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she is asleep—even if she is asleep against it. 
But never mind, it is a charming picture, and 
I could not forbear, in those days, when one 
“ wreaks oneself upon expression,” the pen¬ 
ciled comment on the margin, ” Very jineJ" 
But don^t you do any such foolish thing, 
when you make a collection of engravings. 

Next came—and no amount of satire from 
our collegian, or mild expostulation on our 
parents’ part, could turn aside our purpose— 
the sketch, in water colors, of the late la¬ 
mented Fido, a work of such surprising 
claims that I could no more have refrained 
fh>m copying on its margin, from the list of 
“ foreign terms,” at the end of my old spell¬ 
ing book, the word chef-d'oeuvre^ than a boy 
can help “ standing around ” conspicuously 
in his first pair of top boots. 

Thirdly came contributions of friends gen¬ 
erally. Father made a sketch of our cat, 
Herbert Octavus, as a “companion piece” 
to Fido. Mother contributed, from the care¬ 
fully kept portfolio that dated back to her 
young ladyhood, a pump with a pitcher be¬ 
side it, and a bench with a basket of flowers 
within convenient distance. Oliver gave us 
a caricature entitled, “ A Freshman’s first 
Oration.” Our teacher had painted a full¬ 
blown rose, at our especial request, which 
was accorded a place of honor, immediately 
after the family contributions. It had strik¬ 
ing merits, of course, exhibiting what art 
critics—terrible humbugs, by the way, of 
whom, as you grow older, you must beware 
—call “ A remarkable feeling for detail.” 

But time would fail me to tell you all the 
beauties of this w'onderful book, with whose 
slow and varied growth was wrought all 
that our friends could be persuaded to con¬ 
tribute ; and we kept up a brisk correspond¬ 
ence to this end. All that was best and 
much that was worse, I am pained to confess, 
in those endless files of illustrated papers 
and magazines, which never are but are ever 
to be bound; those accumulated Patent Of¬ 
fice Reports, whose only saving feature is 
their engravings and colored prints; those 
“transactions” of agricultural and other 
societies, that nobody reads, and those stray 
pictures of every grade and subject, which 
form part of the lumber of all households, 
were there gathered. The old book contains 
over four hundred pictures, nearly one-third 
of which are “original drawings,” furnished 
by many a friendly pencil, at our request; 
and these lend a charm and value to the 
worn-out volume of which we little dreamed 
when they were asked and given. 

If you ask me, dear, young readers, why I 
have opened my picture book before you, I 


would reply, out of the love I bear you, and 
from the wish I have to add to your sources 
of healthful recreation. I know the eager 
impulses within you to learn and to do, be¬ 
cause I remember so vividly my own. I 
know about the postage-stamp fever, that is, 
very likely, raging, at present, in your veins, 
though I never had it, for it was not an epi¬ 
demic in my day. I know, too, about the 
coin-collecting mania, and the button-string¬ 
ing malady, and I approve them all, for they 
are “renewing to the system,” as the doc¬ 
tors say. It seems to me that many more 
need to be added to the list, and from ray 
own “ affection,” of which I hope never to 
recover, I would gladly spread the contagion 
of picture gcAhering. 

Another time, perhaps, you will listen to 
my theory for rendering our picture books 
more useful and amusing still than were those 
of which I have told you to-day. 

“LITTLE SILVERHAIR 

LISTENING TO THE CHRISTMAS STORIES OF 
THE ANGELS.” 

BY EXILT HUNTINGTON HILLER. 

Whenever I sit in the twilight, 

At rest from the tolls of the day. 

And the little ones gather abont me. 

Too weary for laughter and play, 

I think with the longing of sorrow and love, 
Of the one little child that's away. 

Away from the arms of the mother. 

And sometimes it grieves me to know. 
Content with the love that surrounds him. 
He never will miss ns below; 

For he looks in the face of the Father above, 
And walks with the saints to and fro. 

I love in my fancy to follow 
Their steps by the river so fair, 

And list to the wonderful stories 
The angels are telling him there— 

The beautifnl angels of Paradise, 

And dear Little Silvcrhalr. 

, There's the angel that spake onto Hagar, 

“ Fear not, for God heareth thy moan 
And the one that came flying to Mary, 

All shining with light from the throne; 
And the strong, bless'd seraphs that soothed 
the dear Ix)rd 

When tempted and fainting alone. 

But grandest of all is the angel 
Whose story I often have read. 

Who came to the tomb of the Saviour, 

And rolled back the stone from its head. 
And said to the weepers that trembled to hear, 
“ The Lord has gone up from the dead.” 

O, angel of life and of glory 1 
Come whisper thy message to me, 

When sadly 1 sit and remember 
The child that is gone from my knee; 

For I know in the mansions where Jesus has 
His little ones surely mnst be. [gone, 
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THE PRAYING MANTIS. 

My Dear Corporal: In these letters I have 
hitherto confined myself to descriptions of 
such insects as were interesting and beauti¬ 
ful ; now, I think, by way of variety, I will 
introduce to you a really “ horrid bug.” It 
is large and strong, and of a very curious 
form, and in its relations to other Insects, 
mercilessly cruel, not sparing even its own 
kind, but the stronger invariably killing and 
devouring the weaker, whenever two happen 
to meet; and, what seems to us still more 
unnatural, the females are the fiercest and 
most powerful, and seem to take the'^i^atest 
satisfaction in tearing in pieces and dining 
upon all such unfortunate males as come 
within reach of their relentless claws. 

A battle between two well-developed 


as “Devil’s Horses;” “ Rear Horses “Id- 
telligence Bngs;” “Praying Nuns;” and 
“ Praying Mantes.” The latter two names 
are particularly Inappropriate to creatures 
of their cruel and treacherous dispositions, 
but were doubtless suggested by the devout 
appearance they present when, with their 
fore legs folded and heads bent fdrward, they 
are intent on watching some unsuspecting 
insect that is incautiously approaching them. 
The scientific name is MantU Carolina^ and 
the most convenient common name is the 
English one of “Camel cricket.” 

The warlike and cannibal habits of the 
mantes, have caused entomologists to class 
them among “beneficial insects,” since they 
subsist, for the most part, iipon such insects 
as are injurious to our crops. But even this 
fact does not incline people generally to 



females, is an exciting thing to witness, and 
lasts sometimes for hours, one or the other 
being sure to die in the contest, and very 
likely both, for no quarter is ever g^ven or 
retreat made, and the fighting often goes on 
with the same energy after one or both the 
combatants have lost their heads and various 
other portions of their bodies. Their weapons 
are their powerful front legs,w'hich are armed 
inside with sharp, saw-like teeth, and long, 
pointed spurs, which grasp the victim like a 
vise, and never unclose until the appetite of 
the captor is satisfied. 

The peculiar, wisely-wicked expression of 
these Insects, and their menacing attitude, 
have caused them to be regarded, especially 
by savages, with a great deal of superstition, 
and even in our own enlightened land, have 
earned for them many singular names, such 


regard them with very great favor; indeed, 
I myself rather suspect that their services in 
destroying the enemies to our fruits and 
vegetables are somewhat overrated. They 
would, undoubtedly, be eflfleient allies against 
the Colorado potato beetles, grasshoppers, 
etc., if they hunted for their prey ; but this 
they do not; the females, being clumsy, and 
not having wings capable of supporting them 
in flight, move about but very little. When 
hungry, they stand perfectly motionless upon 
a leaf or twig, with fore legs raised, ready to 
seize the first fly, beetle, or ant that ap¬ 
proaches; and the quickness and dexterity 
with which they grasp their jxmr victim, i? 
perfectly incredible. Once secured, the most 
desperate struggles are unavailing to release 
it, and its captor proceeds to regale itself 
ui>on the softer portions of the body, casting 
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aside the horny parts. When I s meal Is 
made, the mantis very n^tly truahes its 
Jaws and legs to cleanse th^kn from any par¬ 
ticles of food that may adhere, and again 
assumes its watchful position. 

The male mantes, one of which is repre¬ 
sented in the accompanying figure, are not 
quite so formidably armed as the females, 
but have much longer and stronger wings, 
and often fiy into our dwellings in the eve¬ 
ning, to the great consternation of nervous 
ladies and timid, little girls, at whom they 
seem to dart in their nnst^y fiight. It 
would be better for our equanimity, doubt¬ 
less, and no less safe for our persons, (for 
these insects have never been known to 
injure anyone,) if we could regard these un¬ 
canny-looking “beasties** with the super¬ 
stition of the Hottentots, and some other 
heathen, who believe that the person upon 
whom they alight is specially favored by 
the gods, and endowed with a charm that 
wards off all harm from the fortunate pos¬ 
sessor. 

The mantis may be met with in most of 
the southern Stat^, and is very numerous in 
portions of Missouri and Illinois—the cen¬ 
tral part of the latter State being its northern 
limit. It belongs to the order Orthoptera^ 
and like the katydid, is of comparatively 
alow growth, being hatched in May, coming 
to maturity in July, and dying in October. 
It does not undergo any complete transfor¬ 
mation, having, in its larva and pupa state, 
the same form as the perfect insect, except 
the wings. In color, the males are grayish 
brown, and the females usually green. The 
wings of the latter only cover about two- 
thirds of the body, and do not enable the 
Insect to fiy; but when fighting, they are 
spread out like banners. 

Their cannibal habits render the mantes 
very difficult to rear in the breeding cage, 
as, at first, they invariably devour and injure 
each other to such an extent that but a small 
proportion survive, and as these disdain all 
dead insects, it gives one no little trouble to 
keep them supplied with a sufficient number 
of living grasshoppers, files, etc., to accom¬ 
modate their wants. Their various habits, 
including their prize fighting and murderous 
propensities, are, however, very interesting 
to take observations upon; and, if I did not 
have some misgivings as to the moral effect, 
I would recommend Thb Little Corporal 
boys to capture a few when the season 
returns again, in order that they might see 
all the peculiar proceedings of these very 
peculiar insects. 

Marie Estelle. 


PLAYING SCHOOL. 

BT OEOB6B COOPER. 

Six In a row on the doorstep there; 

Nice little schoolma'am, prim and Gsir. 
Funniest noses, dimpled chins; 

Listen awhile! the school begins. 

“ Classes in Arithmetic, come this way I 
Why were you absent, Mary Day f 
Now, Miss Susan, what's twice four? 

Maybe it's 'leven, maybe more. 

“ Jonny, don't blow in your brother’s ear; 
Stop it I or must I interfere! 

Say your tables—now begin; 

^ Trustees' might come dropping in I 

“ What would they ever say to us. 

Finding the school in such a fuss! 

Baby Jenny, how is that? 

D O Q, dear, don't spell cat. 

“Terrible boy I your face is red— 

Why will you stand upon your head ? 

Class in spelling, that will do: 

Here's * sterfiticates' for you." 

Faces as pure as the morning sun. 

Voices that ring with harmless fun; 

Sweet is the lesson you Impart! 

Sweet! and I learn it all by heart! 

Six in a row on the doorstep there; 

Nice little schoolma'am, prim and fhir. 

Free of the world, and all its pain; 

Would I could Join your school again? 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS. 

[SEE FBOKTISPIBOS.] 

BY MRS. EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 

Rob and Winnie were in the cellar picking 
over apples. It was Saturday afternoon, and 
they had played so hard all the morning they 
didn't mind an hour’s work after dinner; 
besides, this was a kind of Ain, sorting the 
apples in the big bin, and filling one barrel 
with red, spicy spitzenburghs, and another 
with juicy pippins, all green and golden. 
They had a candle stuck high in the wall 
above their heads, and by its light you could 
faintly see the barrels of beef, and pork, and 
vinegar, the big bin of potatoes, the rows 
of cabbages along the wall, and all sorts of 
dim uncertain shapes in the dark corners, that 
made the cellar seem a good deal like a mine. 
That was what Rob and Winnie called it, a 
gold mine ; and they played they were taking 
out treasures by the basketAil, and looking 
every minute for the great giant who owned 
it to come roaring in and carry them off to 
his cavern. 

“My barrel’s most Aill,’’ said Rob, peeping 
in at the pippins; “ I say, Winnie, don’t you 
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wish it truly was gold, so we could buy things 
for Christmas?” 

“ O my,” said Winnie, “ Td have a Christ¬ 
mas tree big as the spruce tree by the gate 
to the burying ground, and hang it all full of 
things, and light it with gas candles, like 
Bertha Holloway’s house.” 

“I should have a horse,” said Rob, “or 
maybe two of ’em, and a velocipede, yind a 
gold watch, and a pair of silver-mounted 
skates.” 

“ Maybe Uncle ’Lijah’ll send you some 
skates from Boston,” suggested Winnie; “ he 
forgets things, awful, though.” 

“ I don’t care,” said Rob, independently, 
“ I’ll earn some myself, sometime.” 

“One, two, three^" rang out loud and clear 
from the great eight-day clock in the kitchen, 
and the children left their work with a shout 
and rushed noisily up the stairs. Their 
mother stood in the kitchen door, talking 
with a man in a great farm wagon, and holding 
in her hand an unopened letter. 

“ I was down to the Center with a load^f 
middlin’s,” said the man, “and the postmas¬ 
ter he was inquirin’ for somebody that lived 
on the Abel Simmons road to fetch thlsletter 
out, scein’ ’twas marked ^ important^'* and he 
reckoned your folks wouldn’t come to town 
this week, ’count of the mud.” 

“ I’m greatly obliged to you, I’m sure, 
Mr. Dawly,” said the mother, turning the 
letter over in her hand. 

“ Not at all, Mis’ Simmons,” said the neigh¬ 
bor, “ I hope it’s no bad news.” 

The mother shut the door suddenly, and 
her hand trembled as she began to fumble 
in her basket for the scissors. “ Bad news,” 
of course not; she had not once thought of 
that. Most likely ’Lijah’s folks were coming 
to Christmas, and this was to tell them of it. 

“ It’s from your Uncle ’Lijah,” she explain¬ 
ed to the children, tearing off the envelope 
at last, and reading it hastily, and then 
adding, with a quivering voice— 

“ Grandma’s sick—very sick, they think.” 

“ O dear, dear !” burst out Winnie, “will 
she die now, do you think ?” 

“ I hope not,” said the mother, wiping 
her own eyes, to comfort her little daughter; 
“ we couldn’t spare grandma, could we, not 
unless God wants her ? but I don’t see how 
we can get to her, with these dreadful 
r^ads.” 

“ Will you have to go down to Uncle 
’Eijah’s,” said Rob, in dismay. 

“ I should like to go,” said their mother ; 
“ but I don’t see how in the world I can be 
away, and only three days to Christmas, and 
a snow storm brewing.” 


“ Will father go, too?” asked Winnie. 

“Of course he will, if I go,” said the 
mother, goiug to the door to blow the tin 
horn. 

“ O dee! who’ll tate tare me den?” wailed 
Tcft, from the comer where she was building 
a house with the clothes pins. 

“ ril take care of you,” said Winnie, with 
a sudden putting on of dignity , “ and I can 
keep house, me and Rob can, and get ready 
for Christmas.” 

Abel Simmons came in from the tern at 
the sound of the horn, and when he had 
read the letter, he decided at once that they 
must go in spite of the mud. So the old 
rockaway was oiled and brushed up, the 
harness carefully examined, and, with many 
a caution, the house was left to the charge 
of Rob and Winnie. 

“ We shall be back again the day before 
Christmas, if it doesn’t storm,” said the 
mother, “ and I shall stop at old Mrs. Dean’s 
and see if she can’t spare Sarah Spicer to 
come and stay with you.” 

“O don’t, mother,” said Winnie, “we 
want to keep house all ourselves, and Sarah 
Spicer just bosses me around.” 

Her mother smiled and kissed her on Mth 
cheeks, as she hurried away. • 

It grew dark early, for it was a cloudy 
day, and when Rob had finished up all the 
chores at the bam, and split the kindlings, 
and piled the big woodboi as full as it 
would hold, he helped Winnie get supper 
and wash the dishes. 

“ We’re poo* little orphans now, ain’t we, 
Winnie ?”• said Tot, in a plaintive voice, as 
Winnie was coaxing her into her nightgown. 
“P’raps nobody won’t never come back to 
tate tare of us, I shouldn’t wonder, not till 
we nil f’eeze to def.” 

“ O yes, Tottle,” said Rob, “ yon come 
here and I’ll hold you just as papa does, and 
tell you about three little kittens.” 

Tot managed to curl up in Rob’s lap, 
though she found her quarters rather narrow, 
and it was hard to tell which of them began 
first to nod. 

That night the enow that had been brew¬ 
ing began to fall down thick and fast, melt¬ 
ing, at first, in the warm, cushiony mud, but 
getting the upper hand at last, so that by 
morning it lay in great, fieecy piles over 
everything, towering up fr-om the fence 
posts, and weighing the evergreens almost 
to the ground. 

“O my,” said Rob, “ father’ll wish he’d 
tooken the sleigh.” 

“S’pos’n it should snow and snow, and 
bury us all up, and the folks couldn’t come 
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to Kismas,” suggested Tot, pressing her dis¬ 
mal little face to the window. 

It did “ snow and snow,” and, though the 
farm house was not quite buried up, the 
road was llllcd to a level with the tops of 
the fences, and coming or going was an utter 
impossibility. Winnie tried to keep up a 
brave heart, but when the evening came on 
dark and dismal, with no abatement of the 
the storm, she wished most heartily that her 
mother were at home, or even Sarah Spicer. 
She rather thought she should enjoy being 
“bossed around,” instead of taking care of 
Tot and that great lonesome house all her¬ 
self. Tot was low spirited that night; she 
wouldn’t eat her supper, and she curled her¬ 
self up in the big chair, declaring her “ froat 
ached,” and she w’anted mamma. 

“Dear me, Rob,” said Winnie, in despair, 
“ what if Tot should go and have the croup.” 

Rob had nothing to suggest. He was very 
busy trying to examine Rover’s teeth, and 
Rover did not like the operation at all. 

“Rob,” said Winnie, hesitatingly, “don’t 
you think w'e’d better have prayers; seems 
to me I shouldn’t feel so lonesome.” 

Rob made no objection, and so they opened 
the big Bible, and put their curly heads 
close together while they read, verse by 
verse, one of the blessed Psalms of David. 
Then they kneeled down and said “Our 
Father” together, just as they did every 
morning at prayers, only I think they were 
more in earnest than ever before; and Tot 
sat in the big chair, with her thumb in her 
mouth, as if she hardly knew what to make 
of it. 

“ Now then,” said Winnie, with a sigh of 
relief, “ if Tot’s going to have the croup 
we must put her feet in hot water, and fix 
her something to take.” 

“Something to take,” meant oil and mo¬ 
lasses, as Tot knew by experience, so she 
very promptly piped out, 

“ I shan’t take anyflng; I don’t like it.” 

“O yes, you wUl,” said Rob, firmly, “I 
shall make you.” 

“ You tan’t make me,” gurgled Tot, with 
both hands over her mouth. “ O dear, dear! 
I maybe I shall die.” 

“ Well, never mind, Tottie,” said Winnie, 
soothingly, “sister’ll wrap you up warm 
and put you to bed.” 

“ I don’t w^ant to go to bed,” sobbed Tot; 
“ you must sit up wid me and tell stories— 
mamma does.” 

“ Well,” said Winnie, who was quite ready 
to make a martyr of herself. 

“ I shan’t sit up,” said Rob. “ Father 
says the place for sick folks is in bed.” 


Before Tot could reply there came a sound 
of shouting and stamping at the door, and 
all the children stopped to listen. 

“Somebody’s come,” said Rob, setting 
the door wide open. A gust of wind sent 
a whirl of snow across the kitchen floor, and 
a clear, brisk voice called out, 

“Now, then, Josiah, you go to the bam 
and sec to the critters.” 

Sarah Spicer came bustling into the house, 
stamping the snow from her feet, and un¬ 
winding an immense woolen tippet from her 
head. 

“ W’dl, well,” she said, looking sharply 
about her, “ so you’re all alive, and chirk as 
crickets.” 

“Tottie’s sick,” said Winnie, “and O, 
Sarah, I’m so glad you came.” 

“ She’s been acting the awfblest kind. Tot 
has,” .said Rob. 

“ My sakes, has she got fits ?” asked Sarah, 
anxiously. 

“It’s the croup,” said Winnie; “but I 
don’t believe she’s truly got it very much. 
Did mother send you, Sarah ?” 

“La, no,” said Sarah; “we were away 
when she stopped, grandma and me, but I 
heard about it over to Mrs. Holcomcs, and I 
couldn’t sleep in my bed for thinkin’ of you 
in that storm, last night. And says I to 
Josiah, * You jest git up the oxen, and we’ll 
break a road down to Abel Simmons* ’fore 
bed time.’ Josiah’s gone home, ’cause 
grandma depends on his being there, but 
I’m goin’ to stay.” 

In half an hour Sarah had transformed Tot 
into an amiable little being, rubbed, her 
throat w'ith goose oil and her chest with 
opodeldoc, bundled her up in her yellow 
flannel nightgown, and deposited her in bed. 
W’’innle dropped the burden of responsibility, 
and crept in beside Tot, and as she sank to 
sleep she heard Sarah’s brisk steps, tap, 
tap, tap, about the kitchen, setting every¬ 
thing tidy and straight. It was nice to get 
up, the next morning, and find the kitchen 
w'arm, and the table set with just what they 
liked best, w'aflfles, with cream and honey. 
Even Winnie was delighted, while Rob made 
no scruple of expressing his satisfaction with 
the change of cooks. 

“ Now, then, Winnie,” said Sarah, “ do you 
know what your ma was calculatin’ to do for 
Christmas ? Is any of your folks coming ?” 

“Yes, indeed,” said Winnie. “Horace Is 
coming home, and all Uncle Ralph’s folks; 
and mother w'as going to roast the speckle¬ 
tailed turkey, and make mince pies and apple 
and cranberry sauce, and ’lection cake, and 
lots of things.” 
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“Well,; said Sarah, “they’ll all be here 
to>morrow, I don’t doubt, and yonr pa and 
ma, too, for the roads’ll be broke ont, and 
they can borrow a sleigh; but it’ll be nigh 
dinner time when they get here, and you and 
I have got to fly round lively and get every¬ 
thing ready. I set the bread last night; and 
Rob must pare the apples for us, and kill 
that turkey.” 

Winnie’s eyes fairly danced with deli^^t at 
the pro8i)ect, and Rob marched off grandly 
to do his pert of the work. He found plenty 
of it before night, for the great, roaring stove 
Ikirly devoured wood, and it took an unrea¬ 
sonable quantity of apples, he concluded, to 
make Sarah Spicer’s tarts and pies. Even 
Tot had a Anger in it, and sometimes a good 
many of them, but she had a profound res¬ 
pect for Sarah’s authority, and on the whole 
behaved very well. Only one thing spoiled 
the triumph of the day, and that was when 
the children remembered, at bed time, that 
it was Christmas eve, and nobody there to 
play Santa Claus with their stockings. 

“ Never mind,” said Sarah, “youcan hang 
’em up to-morrow night just as welland 
they had to be satisfied with that. 

Such a glorious Christmas morning as it 
was! The whole spotless surface of the snow 
was covered with a glittering sparkle of frost¬ 
work, and every little twig of the bare trees 
shone as if it was blossoming with rainbows. 
Inside of the house the work went on briskly 
until the middle of the forenoon, and then 
the children began to grow impatient, and 
ran to the door at every sound of bells. 

“ S’pos’n they shouldn’t come,” said Win¬ 
nie, about eleven o’clock, “ and all this 
splendid dinner spoiled.” 

“They’ll come,” said Sarah, turning the 
big turkey around for another basting; “you 
will see ’em within an hour.” 

“There’s somebody now,” said Rob, “just 
coming around by the cross road.” 

There was another stampede to the door¬ 
step, and a variety of opinions as to who 
was coming. Rover pricked up his ears and 
looked as if what be knew would be worth 
hearing, if he only chose to tell it. 

Over the bridge, and past the old willow— 
nearer and nearer, until they could see the 
familiar star in old Whity’s face. 

“ It’s them! hurrah !” shouted Rob ; and 
at that moment a handkerchief was waved 
from the sleigh, and Winnie responded by 
swinging the napkin with which she had 
been polishing the delicate, old-fashioned 
china. 

In a moment more the sleigh was at the 
gate, and the children dragged their half- 


frozen mother Into the Bttle ** keeping 
room,” which was as warm as a nest. 

“ O dear 1” she said, when she could speak 
for shivering, “I do feel thankful to come 
home and find you all well; and grandma’s 
better, too; but I feel as if I should go 
through the floor, to think of all those folks 
coming, and not a thing done about dizmer. 
Horace always lots so much on Christmas, 
too.” 

She untied her bonnet with a sigh, and 
went mechanically toward the parlor to put 
it away in the big mahogany bureau, that did 
duty as wardrobe and sideboard. What did 
she see when she opened the door? The 
round, brass heads of the andirons glowing 
and gp*inning before a jolly fire, and through 
the middle of the room the long table, spread 
with its whitest linen and its fairest china. 
The top of the bureau loaded with pies of 
every description, frt>m the midst of which 
the snowy mountain of ’lection cake looked 
down complacently. While she rubbed her 
bewildered eyes, the other door opened, and 
Sarah Spicer came in with a big dish of ruby 
cranberry sauce in her hands, and a savoiy 
odor of all manner of good things rushing 
after her. Then the mother began to com¬ 
prehend the situation, aided by a perfect 
volley of explanations from the excited chil¬ 
dren ; and the look of relief and pleasure 
that came over her tired, worried face, was 
enough to pay them all, twenty times over, 
for all they had done. 

“ An’ I made some pies, all my lone,” said 
Tot, complacently. 

“ Oh ! Tottle I” ejaculated Winnie, in 
astonishment. 

“Most all,” said Tot. “I punched the 
wrinkles round the edges wid my fum—Sarah 
washed it first,” she added, seeing a queer 
look on her mother’s face. 

Uncle Ralph’s folks and Horace came just 
as the turkey was done to a turn ; and if 
anybody thinks that wasn’t a merry Christ¬ 
mas, it must be because they were not there 
to see. 


JANUARY. 

BY L. D. NICHOLS. 

Hail to thee, New Year! thou comeet to meet ns 
With frost and with snow, but we are not 
afraid; [greet ns, 

Warmed are our hearts by the dear friends wha 
Too happy to be by thy blustering dismayed. 
Full are our minds of all good resolutiona, 

Look we for strength to our Father abore; 
Bravely advance we to meet the dim Ihtnre, 
Gladsome with vigor, with youth, and with 
love. 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE. 

BT MBS. M. O. KENMBOT. 


Tell me, little Mabel, with your foce against the 
pane. 

What ie it yon are watching, 'mid the darkness 
and the rain r 

1 was only trying, peering in the darkness so. 

Whether I could see the years, as past they come 
and go. 

Darling little Mabel, with each wistftil eyes and 
gaze. 

Did yon really think to see them separate their 
ways? 

O yes I The children told me that it was surely 
true. 

If we watched to-night, we'd see the meeting 
'twixt the two. 

But I'm afraid, that so hard it does both rain and 
snow. 

That we can't see the New Tear come, neither 
the old one go. 

Dearest little Mabel, come and rest yonr head 
on me. 

And tell me what it was, yon expected thus to 
see. 

O, I thought the Old Year must be very, very old. 

Since he came, so long ago, thousands of hours 
have rolled. 

He must be very weary, with the work that he 
has done. 

For he has never rested a day since he begun. 

Mamma, how I wonder whether what I thought 
was snow 

Were his locks of hoary hair? O, how Fd like 
to know. 

Perhaps he stripped the leaves from trees that 
once were green, 

That he might find a oane so strong hie fhlt'ring 
steps 'twould screen. 

dear mamma, hark I how loud the wind 
is crying. 

Do yon think it can be beause the Old Tear lies 
dying? 

Mamma's little Mabel, God will shield us from 
all harm; 

Tell me the rest, my darling, sheltered by this 
loving arm. 

I thongbt snrely a white-winged angel would have 
come. 

And taken him in his bosom before the dark 
begun; 

Perhaps we did not hear him, they are such 
noiseless things. 

And what we thought was snow, were' feathers 
from his wings. 

I hope they will carry him gently, like a little 
child, , 

And lay him down to rest, for it's a darksome 
night, and wild. 

Dear Old Tear! now that your work is done, are 
you glad to die? 


Or do you want to grow young, like the year 
that’s coming by? 

Is every month your wife, and the weeks your 
children dear? 

The days their daughters7 Then the hours that 
seem never here. 

And swift-winged minutes, dear Old Tear, tell 
me what are they? 

Don't die Just yet. Old Year! Walt a minute 
while you say. 

Loving liUle Mabel, tell mo what was in your 
heart. 

About the bright young New Year, who now 
must take his part. 

I know sweet, glad, young New Tear must be 
very tiny. 

Through the trees we soon will see his silvery 
robes so shiny. 

Dear little thing! Old Tear ought to wait a day 
or two. 

On purpose to show New Tear what he has got 
to do. 

Fm afraid that he grew cruel, as he was growing 
old. 

And will leave the little darling right out there 
in the cold. 

1 should think angels would come and hold his 
little head. 

Perhaps, when we thought it snowed, they were 
making up his bed! 

Or 'twas to soften the hard ground, that he might 
learn to walk. 

For I suppose the new year ean neither walk nor 
talk. 

I wish spring time was here, with her beautiful 
flowers. 

They’re prettier playthings for him than these 
icicle showers. 

I wonder whether the angels will sing him to 
sleep, 

Or whether dying Old Tear will stand o’er hlnx 
and weep. 

Mamma, dear mamma, hark! how loud the wind 
is crying. 

Do you think it can be because Old Year lies 
dying? 

Mamma, must there come a time when New Tear, 
too, must die? 

What was that? I think I heard the years go 
passing by! 

Precious little Mabel, sleeping sweetly on my 
breast; 

Holy angels guard ray darling, watching o'er her 
rest 

Guard my sweetest, choicest treasure, sent me 
from the skies. 

For what we call our Mabel, is an angel in 
disguise. 


A “ Big Indian ” strayed away from bis 
camp and got lost. Inquiring the way back, 
he was asked, “Indian lost?” “No,” he 
said, disdainfully ; “ Indian no lost—wigw’am. 
lost.” Striking his breast he exclaimed,. 
“ Indian here!” 
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ART AMUSEMENTS. 

BY MARTHA POWELL DAVIS. 


The pupils In Aunt Phebe’s school had 
been promised a treat at the close of the 
term. So when vacation had been an¬ 
nounced, she said, 

“ As the new year approaches, you are 
anxious to learn something new. You want 
something of novel character, something 
recreative, to occupy your thoughts and 
attention. You need something of less in¬ 
tense character, than the studies you have 
been pursuing. Yet, if there was a marked 
feature of usefulness connected with the 
new' pursuit, it would give you much more 
gratification than aimless fun, or idle mis¬ 
chief. Come, then, all who love the beauti¬ 
ful ; all that admire handsome vases and pic¬ 
tures ; come, all who appreciate fine fruits 
and fiowers; and you shall learn to make 
them yourselves. You shall learn to make 
apples, peaches, and pears, just like those 
that grow in your gardens. You shall make 
roses, pinks, and lilies, so much like the real 
•ones, that your friends, deceived by their 
beauty and freshness, w'ill exclaim, * Oh! 
where did you get such fine flowers ? How 
did you save those fruits so long past their 
season V Here are samples of fruit. What 
do you think of them V” inquired the speaker, 
displaying a basketful, which she invited the 
pupils to examine. 

“ Aren’t they nice! Are they for us ? I’ll 
take a bunch of grapes,” whispered one. 

“ I like pears best,” said another. 

A third thought peaches looked the richest. 

“Ah ! don’t bite it, Charlie,” said auntie, 
*8 an Impulsive little fellow made an indenta¬ 
tion with his teeth. “ It is wax, child! don’t 
you perceive how light it is V Yes, my dears, 
all these fruits arc made of wax ; and these 
flowers, too,” she continued, disifiaying 
vases and wreaths most beautiful. 

“ Do you mean to say you will teach us to 
make these beautifhl things ?” inquired the 
girls. 

“I am sure,” said one, “/never could 
make anything so natural.” 

“ The beauty of wax work is,” returned 
the teacher, “that in no other way can 
nature be so perfectly and so easily counter¬ 
feited as with wax. Children, when nine or 
ten years of age, by exercising a little pa¬ 
tience and taste, may soon attain proficiency 
In this art. Of course, an acquaintance with 
harmony in colors, learned in drawing and 
painting, and an accuracy of observation, 
acquired, perhaps, by the study of botany. 


will greatly assist in the more difficult fea¬ 
tures of this work. Therefore, while the art 
oilers encouragement to the young by the 
simplicity of its principles. It stimulates the 
studious to purchase greater excellence by 
the aid of other arts and sciences. The 
way in w hich wax fruit is made, difiers much 
from the manipulation of flowers. Making 
fruit includes the imitation of solid objects 
by pouring melted wax into molds, some¬ 
thing like the molding of candles. You 
have all, perhaps, seen candles molded?” 

Here many hands wei*e raised. One little, 
blue-eyed boy had never seen candles made, 
but had “seen his papa mold bullets of lead, 
to shoot in a pistol.” 

“ Well, that will give you some idea of 
what I mean.” 

This notice encouraged the little fellow, 
and he asked if it would do for boys to learn 
the w ax work ? 

“ O yes, It is a very proper study for boys. 
The knowledge may be valuable to them, 
some day. For instance, if any of you should 
be nurserymen or fruit grow’ers, it would 
greatly enhance the profits of your business, 
to take fac ximQes of all varieties ; and long 
after any particular kind of fruit had per¬ 
ished, the wax specimens might be exhibited 
to customers who w'ished to buy plants or 
trees. 

“ But, children, we have wandered from 
the point. We were talking of molding 
fruit. This suggests the necessity of molds. 
They are made of plaster of Paris, over 
natural fruits. If you understand this pro¬ 
cess, it will enable you to imitate any variety, 
however rare, or however distant from your 
homes. If you understand how one fruit is 
made, you have learned the principle of 
making most other fruits, and indeed all 
objects that are cast in molds. Yon can 
make a tomato, a melon, an ear of com, a 
doll, a bust, nuts, acoms, anything you wish. 
True, the details of instruction differ, for 
some of these things, but the principle is the 
same. Having learned to make molds, and 
to cast in them artificial fruits, all that 
remains is to put on the final finish, which, 
however, requires more skill and judgment, 
perhaps, than any other part of the work. 
The beauty of fruit consists not only in its 
shape, but in the imitation of proper colors, 
as producing the blush and bloom of a peach, 
or the streaks and specks of an apple. 

“ Wax flowers are made from sheets of 
wax, of different colors, cut into petals, 
leaves, etc., and for stems, wire is used, of 
appropriate sizes, covered with wax. To 
make artificial fiowers properly, it is necea- 
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sary, first, to become familiar with the ma¬ 
terial used ; next, you must understand how 
to procure shapes and patterns from nature; 
then, how to cut these from wax and arrange 
them into correct imitations of natural 
flowers; afterward to be finished with leaves, 
tendrils, etc. Lastly, comes the disposition 
of all into harmonious combinations, as varied 
tastes may dictate. Then, as a consequence 
of this knowledge and practice in wax work, 
you will want to learn ways and means for 
protecting your delicate handiwork. You 
would like some hints in constructing orna¬ 
mental baskets for fruits, vases for flowers, 
frames for wreaths, crosses, and other pic¬ 
tures.” 

‘‘ Can you teach us all this in twelve les¬ 
sons? will you begin to-day?” exclaimed 
eager voices, os the speaker sat down. 

When I witnessed the enthusiasm these 
pupils manifested, I could not help wishing 
that many thousand inquiring minds could 
have the benefit of Aunt Phebe’s instruc¬ 
tions. So, by your permission, Mr. Elditor, 
I will note down the full details of'future 
lessons, and send them to The Little Cor¬ 
poral, for the benefit of that noble bond 
that is fighting with you “ for the good, the 
true, and the beautiful.” 


THE CHINESE NEW YEAR. 

BT MRS. FANNIE R. FEVDOE. 

Almost every Pacific steamer bears to these 
American shores a living freight of Chinese 
imigrants. These oriental foreigners, with 
their many festivals and strange customs, 
will soon form an important element in our 
social system; and boys and girls, not less 
than their fathers and mothers, are interested 
in knowing all that can be learned of these 
staid, dignified, courtly “Celestials”—^for 
dignified and courtly they are, even in their 
working dress,In the kitchen, and behind the 
counter. 

In this sketch, I wish to introduce my 
young readers to the Chinese manner of 
“keeping New Year;” and hereafter I may 
tell them something of the festivals of the 
“Celestial Empire.” 

The Chinese New Year falls on the sixth of 
February; and it is considered a day of such 
vast importance that not a man or woman of 
the realm ; the infant of days or the man of a 
century ; the millionaire or the beggar; is to 
be excused from taking part in its ceremonies. 
Every Individual in Ciiina, from the Emperor 
down to his humblest subject, observes the 
New Year, by the suspension of his ordinary 


business, and devoting himself to feasting and 
merriment, for three days at least. All who 
can possibly procure it, don an entirely new 
suit, no article of which has ever been worn 
before ; and those who are too poor to obtain 
a full suit, are sure to array themselves in at 
least one new garment—a cheap hat, fan, or 
handkerchief, if nothing more costly can be 
afforded. Not thus to honor the day, would 
be regarded as a national offense; and it 
would subject the delinquent, ever after, to 
the charge of being unpatriotic as well as 
penurious. Many of the working class, who 
go bareheaded and barefooted the year round 
will, on New Year’s Day, make a grand exhibit 
of fancifully-ornamented caps, white stock¬ 
ings, and shoes of many-colored silk, borrowed 
or hired for the occasion from regular dealers. 
Even boats, houses, and fences must be newly 
dressed in honor of this grand gala, and then 
adorned with strips of bright-red paper, on 
which have been inscribed, in black or gilt 
letters, good wishes, congratulations, or com¬ 
pliments. These scarlet-colored mottoes, 
blended sometimes with curious devices, are 
placed above or on the sides of the principal 
entrances; and they are deemed by these 
superstitions people, very needful to keep off 
evil spirits, and bring general “good luck” 
to the owners or residents. 

On New Year’s Eve, sacrifices of rice, fruits, 
sweetmeats, and gold and silver paper, are 
made to the old year; and the ceremony of 
watching out its last, expiring moments, is 
strictly observed, in house and temple, by 
priest and people. During the entire night, 
every street and lane is thronged with pedes¬ 
trians, half wild with excitement, leaping, 
shouting, singing, beating gongs and kettle 
drums, and seemingly each determined to 
make more noise than any two of his fellows! 
But as the king of day ushers in the New 
Year’s dawn, every door is closed, streets are 
deserted, quiet repose usurps the place of the 
preceding discord, and the whole populace 
seem lulled in the embrace of somnus. 

The lapse of a few hours, however, bring 
another change of programme. Sedan chairs 
are in request, conveying their owners on 
visits of ceremony ; tastefully clad domes¬ 
tics bear presents and congratulatory cards 
from the wealthy and noble to their friends, 
and return with similar tokens of friendship ; 
social parties assemble in public and private 
places; and as friends meet on the street, 
each joins his hands on his breast, bends kls 
body forward, and thus they continue for 
several minutes, bowing and complimenting 
each other on the propitious return of this 
festal season. The laboring class amuse thera- 
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selTCs with processions, fireworks, and street 
music, thus spending at least three days, 
(and the wealthy, as many weeks,) before the 
ordinary routine of social life is restored and 
business resumed. 


A NEW YEAR’S PICTURE. 

BT G. H. BABNX8. 


We hail thee I herald of the time 
Of snowy path and merry chime, 

And dashing team, and fhr-lined sleigh; 
Flying along the crystal way. 

Thou comest with thy wealth of joy. 
Unmingled with the gross alloy 
Of care that drives the world along; 

Thon hringest mirth, and hope, and song. 

The aged greet thee with a smile. 

For, gracefully, thy hours beguile 
Away the shadows that enfold 
Our lives, when we are growing old. 

Ripe manhood hails thee, happy mom. 

For with thy birth is courage born; 

Thou bringest hope and strength anew 
For heart and hand the whole year through. 
But unto childhood, glad New Year, 

Thy dawning brings the blithest cheer; 

Thy promised gifts delight his eyes 
For days before December dies. 

The while the crackling frost-bells ring 
The old year's farewell ting-a-ling, 

The little ones throughout the land 
Lie dreaming joys from New Year's band. 
And long before the faintest line 
Of morning pencils tallest pine. 

On mountain peak, or cloudlet high, 

Upon the canvass of the sky, 

Ten thousand eyes, that cannot sleep. 

Are watching for the earliest peep 
Of daylight on the chamber walls 
Of cottage homes and marble halls. 

Ten thousand pairs of little feet 
Can hardly brook the cosy sheet 
That hides them in its fleecy fold. 

From biting frost and pinching cold. 

Bright dreams, that budded in the night. 
Are blossoming in the dawning light. 

And many a fluttering heart is wild. 

With the golden hopes that blest the child. 
E're long a pattering on the floor. 

An opening of the chamber door; 

Hurrah! in voices thrilling clear. 

From merry tongues, Happy New Year." 
And every upturned, wistful face. 

Pleads for a kiss, with such sweet grace. 
That rough and bearded lips bend low. 

The seal of happiness to bestow. 

O. now the romping glee and shout. 

Which drown the whistling wind >^ithout! 
The bird-like song, and silvery ring 
Of laughter on the morning's wing. 

While every comer, shelf, and nook. 

With eagerly-expectant look. 


Is searched until some new-found toy 
Explodes another mine of joy. 

Now Harry, studious Harry, spies. 

Pride of his heart, a gilt-edged prize; 

And Will, the merriest 'mongst his mates. 
Pounces upon a pair of skates. 

Sweet, blue-eyed Bessie's hands unfold. 
With tremulous touch, a ring of gold; 

While Nellie, petiing of the nest. 

FindsDolly " in her stocking prest. 

The gay canaries louder sing. 

Gray Tabby purrs her oflfering. 

And Ponto pricks his nervous ear. 

And barks a welcome to the year. 

Blest is the home with crowning bliss. 
Whose New Year's mom hath scene like this, 
Of peace and love the certain proof. 

In marble hall, 'neath cottage roof. 


A DISCOVERY. 

BY ALTA OBANT, 


One day last summer, we went with a party 
of friends to visit our nurserjnnan—a ruddy¬ 
faced, genial Englishman, who had often in¬ 
vited us to come and take a look at his gar¬ 
den. A ride of two miles over Jersey sands, 
and with a sudden turn in the road, we found 
ourselves in an oasis—wide walks bordered 
with evergreens; rare vines trailing over 
porch and trellis; hundreds of young trees 
waiting to be transplanted ; a conservatory 
filled with all sorts of lovely fiowers; and 
high against the sunny side of the house, a 
pear tree trained in the English fashion, bear¬ 
ing over twenty varieties of fhiit. We were 
altogether taken by surprise, for who would 
have believed it possible for anyone to make 
these “waste places” of New Jersey yield 
such a harvest of beauty ? 

But within doors a still greater surprise 
awaited us. A friend, who was acquainted 
with the family, had whispered that the gen¬ 
tlemanly nurseryman was something of an 
artist—one might have guessed it after see¬ 
ing his garden—and w hen we had sufllcient- 
ly feasted our eyes on trees and fiowers, we 
made bold to ask for a glimpse of his pictures. 
He was too busy just then to go with us, 
but his daughter, a blooming, little, English 
lassie, at once led the way to the parlor, 
which seemed to be both an art gallery and 
a storeroom ; for under a large painting 
by Turner, stood a barrel of fruit ready for 
market. Between the windows, hung a lit¬ 
tle gem by one of the Morans, and on the op¬ 
posite side of the room, a portrait of a lady, 
(painted, we were told, by the nurseryman 
himself,) the wife of Haydon ; of whom, it 
seems, he was once a pupil. Several other 
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pieces from his own brush hnng ronnd the 
room, each one a study of itself; but the pic¬ 
ture that most Interested us was a piece of 
“ needle work,” a copy of Sir Joshua Rey¬ 
nolds’ “ Sleeping Girl.” 

I am no lover of needle pictures. In this 
age of chromos and engravings, it seems a 
waste of time and eyesight. But this one 
had such an interesting history, that I could 
not resist jotting it down for the readers of 
Thb Littlb Corporal ; not in the hope that 
any of them will be led to try their hand at 
this kind of art, but as an example of perse¬ 
vering industry crowned with success. Years 
ago, in England, a little girl, too ]x>or to buy 
canvas and worsteds, was in the habit of gath¬ 
ering up the bits of wool that caught on the 
brambles and hedges, and after dyeing them 
with roots and berries, spun them for her 
needle. Scraps of cloth picked up about the 
shop doors served for canvas, and now and 
then a bright-colored bit of picture fWim the 
same source furnished a pattern. With this 
small stock of materials, the little maiden 
*‘8et up” business, and soon acquired such 
skill tliat wealthy people began to notice 
her work. Better materials were supplied, 
though she insisted on still coloring her own 
wools, and through the influence of some of 
her new friends, she gained access to the pic¬ 
ture galleries, with permission to copy at 
her pleasure. Working on, steadily and care¬ 
fully, improving her one talent to the utmost, 
the time came when the little cottage could 
no longer hold either the pictures or the 
visitors; for, at the age of twenty, this artist 
of the needle had worked a hundred pieces. 
With these she opened a gallery, which was 
patronized by all the nobility, and Queen 
Victoria herself became her pupil in needle 
work. The proceeds of the exhibitions made 
a fine income and raised the family from 
poverty to affluence. 

At her death, sixty years later, she willed to 
her royal pupil whichever picture she might 
see fit to select. After the queen had made 
her choice, the French emperor purchased, 
at a large price, the piece that pleased him 
best; and the rest were disposed of at a 
public sale. And thus our English iViend 
gained possession of the ” Sleeping Girl,” 
which is said to be a faithful copy of the 
original picture. 

So we came home, feeling that we had 
found a treasure in the wilderness, and won¬ 
dering if we, too, might not learn to spin 
golden threads from the bits gathered by the 
wayside, and to weave, from the coarse and 
common things of life, living pictures that 
shall be ” a Joy forever.” 
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IT IS PITIFUL! 

We are sony to see that “Gift Enter¬ 
prises” and “Gift Concerts” and “Lotte¬ 
ries” of every kind are becoming as plenty 
as blackberries. Everywhere we see thefr 
flaming advertisements. Millions of dollars 
must be-spent in this silly kind of business, 
or the swindlers would grow tired and quit it. 

We trust there are few among our readers 
so foolish as to spend their money for tickets 
In these “enterprises,” but for fear there 
may be even a few such, we feel called upon 
to lift up a warning voice. Only one person 
In forty thousand ever wins any money by 
Investing in them. They are nearly always 
controlled and operated by swindlers, and 
even when they are managed by men having 
any pretensions to honesty, very few of the 
ticket holders ever get any returns for their 
Investments. 

But then these enterprises are not only 
silly and unprofitable to the ticket buyers ; 
they are degrading and wicked, and therefore 
should not be countenanced by honest peo¬ 
ple. Horace Greeley once wrote some very 
sensible articles for The Little Corporal, 
one of which contained a sentence that has 
been quoted a great many times. It was 
this ; 

“The darkest day In any man’s earthly 
career, is that wherein he fancies that there 
is some easier w'ay of gaining a dollar ttian 
by squarely earning it. * * * His pros¬ 
pects of winning in the long run are misera- 
able enough.” 

There is no truth relating to this world, 
that the people of this age, old and young, 
need more to have brou^t home to them, 
than this truth spoken by Mr. Greeley. This 
desire to gain a doUar easier than by “ squarely 
eamirtff i/,” is one of the greatest causes of 
villainy that exists in our age and country. 
It is what incites people to patronize these 
swindling “Gift Concerts,” “Enterprises,” 
and Lotteries, as well as other gambling and 
dishonest schemes. It corrupts our system 
of Dolitics and legislation. It fills our prisons 
ana wrecks the lives of hundreds of tliou- 
sands of people. If we could, by any word 
of our^, impress on the minds of our Corpo¬ 
ral readers the truth spoken by Mr. Greeley, 
as quoted above, we should think ourselves 
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most happy. Better gam your livelihood by 
the hardest kind of honest work, than to 
live at ease on the fruits of bribery and cor¬ 
rupt practices, or by gaming, lotteries, or 
any other kind of dishonesty. Let our boys, 
especially, remember this, and act accord¬ 
ingly, and you will, by and by, learn to thank 
The Corporal for the advice, and besides 
that, you will find yourselves richer in both 
character and money, for following it. 


OUR SERIAL. 

“ The Hard-Fought Battle,” Mrs. Lucia 
Chase Bell’s new story, which is begun in 
this number of our magazine, is to run 
through six numbers, that is, until the end 
of the twelfth volume, in June. The author 
is well known to all our former readers. She 
has writen for us frequently during the past 
four years and a half, and w'e have always 
counted her short stories among the most 
lucious morsels on our literary table. They 
have always possesed a simplicity and nat¬ 
uralness alike rare and deliglitful. Mrs. 
Bell is one of the youngest writers on our 
list. It has been such a short time since she 
was really a little ^rl, among the children, 
that it is not hard tor her to remember what 
children like, and her stories interest the 
older folks as much as they do the youngest 
ones, and that gives juvenile literature a 
double value. We are sure all will be pleas¬ 
ed with “ The Hard-Fought Battle.” 


BOOK NOTICES. 

Any books noticed or advertised In The Little 
Corporal, will be sent by us, by mall, postpaid, on 
receipt of price. _ 

We have quite a list of books to be noticed in 
this number. We are sorry they did not come in 
earlier, as many of them are only received at the 
last moment before we close our pages, render¬ 
ing nothing more than a hasty examination 
possible. 

S. C. Griggs & Co. send us from the publishing 
house of Leavitt & Allen Bros., New York, three 
companion books, I CAN’T. I CAN, and I’LL 
TRY, and three others from the same publishers, 
BY AND BY, I FORGOT, and I DIDN’T HEAR. 
These six books are handsomely printed and 
bound, and nicely Illustrated. You can easily 
ness what they are like, as the titles give very 
road hints at their contents—a good thing for 
titles to do. About 220 pages, 12mo each. 

The American Tract Society, Chicago Branch, 
send us, from the publishing house of D. Lothrop 
& Co., Boston, the following: 

HOURS OF CHRISTIAN DEVOTION; trans¬ 
lated from the German. 

A most beautiful book of 356 12mo pages, on 
tinted paper. The appearance of the book and 
the table of contents are in keeping with the title. 

LUTE FALCONER. 362 Pages, 12mo. 
HESTER’S HAPPY SUMMER. 282 Pages, 12rao. 
ONE YEAR OF MY LIFE. 320 Pages, 12mo. 

SHORT COMINGS AND LONG GOINGS. 269 
Pages, 12mo. 

The above-named four books belong to Lo- 
throp's prize series. In printing, binding 
and illustration they are exceedingly creditable, 
and Lothrop & Co. are establishing a reputation 
that almost prompts us to recommend any book 


from their press. We trust that they may issue 
no book that will spoil that good reputation. 

The Western News Co. send the following, 
from Roberts &> Bro., of Boston ; 

EVENING AMUSEMENT; with twenty scissors- 
picture illustrations, by Paul Konewka. A 
translation from the German. An exceedingly 
entertaining book for the smaller children. 
160 pages. 

PUCKS NIGHTLY PRANKS ; with similar il¬ 
lustrations by the same artist. Funny and 
cute. 

TONY AND PUSS: wdth twenty illustrations 
by Frolich. Translated from the French. This 
book has pleased our little people very much. 
Tony is a smaller specimen of our Tommv 
Bancroft. 

SONGS OF SEVEN; in cheap paper cover but 
very nicely gotten up and illustrated. Price 
only 20 cents. 

These samples of Roberts Bros, books are on 
a par with their other publications; all creditable, 
even delightful. This is another firm which is 
making a good name, which we are told on good 
authority Is “rather to be chosen than great 
riches.” Their business manager, Mr. Niles, 
has had much to do in establidling and main¬ 
taining the enviable reputation of the house. 

GOOD STORIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 
Selected from “ Good Words for tJu Youngy 
Published by J. B. Lippencott & Co. A good 
book. 175 large pages. 

THE ELEMENTS OF TACHYGRAPHY. By 
David Philip Lindsley. Published by Otis 
Clap, Boston. A text book for the study of 
short hand writing. 

The system taught is very highly recommend- 
to us, as of great use to professional, literary, 
and business people. All our young people 
would be greatly interested and amplv repaid by 
giving some attention to this very important art. 

THE RAPID WRITER, a quarterly pamphlet 
devoted to this same art, is a useftil punlication, 
costing 60 cents a year, or 16 cents a number. 
Write for it to D. P. Lindsley, Mendon, Mass.; 
or to D. Kimball, box 127, Chicago, lU. 

And now we have purposely left till the last, 
MR. BLAKE’S WALKING STICK, by our old 
friend, EbwABD Eggleston. Published by 
Adams, Blackmer & Lyon, Chicago. A beanti- 
fhl Christmas story. Just such a story as Edward 
.^eleston would write, and that is praise enough. 
If Mr. E. would only give himself to the work, 
(and he will for aught we know,) he would be¬ 
come another Hans Andersen. Perhaps it will 
be better for him to be Edward Eggleston. The 
beautiful dedication, ” to little Sfverhair,” sug¬ 
gested to our Mrs. Miller a poem which is in this 
number of The Little Corporal. “ Mr. Blake's 
Walking Stick ” costs 25 cents. 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY. 

(Sex Page U this Number.) 

Winter Sports.— It was school time, and Dash 
stood at the door waiting for his brave little passenger. 
He always took Rosy to school on her little sled, and 
he lust liked the fun. To pay him for his kindness, 
Eddie often took Dash to ride on the ice. when he 
went skating. Dash thought this was grand. The 
first thing in the morning you would hear, “ Hnrrali, 
boys! now for u ride.” And away would go Eddie 
and the dog for a ride down the hill. Dash went along 
to draw the sled up the hill. That’s worth having a 
dog for. Dogs generally want all the fun without the 
work, something like boys. 8o they always let Ihtsh 
take his tom wltli the rest. He deferred it, because 
he was a usefhl dog; only dogs don’t always get what 
they deserve. But Dash couldn’t steer very straight, 
and so, once In a while, he upset Ills train, and lost 
out all on board. But be always pulled up all ri^t, 
ready for another start W. O. CX 
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Here ia a letter fVom a little boy who lives a 
very, very long way from here. Get out your 
maps and Fll tell you where hie home is. Tnrn 
to the map of Turkey in Asia. Now find Con¬ 
stantinople; then find the scale of miles," and 
measure three hundred and fifty miles east from 
Constantinople, and fifty miles south from the 
coast of the Black Sea. There is a town named 
Harsovan, and there is an American Missionary 
station. The little boy who writes this letter is 
a child of one of the missionaries there. Perhaps 
he will write to ns again, sometime, and tell ns 
something about the native boys and girls there. 
That is what we would like. But you may read 
his letter: 

Marsovan, Sept. 10,1870. 

**Z?ear Pi udy : I am a little boy not quite eight 
years old, and I want to write and thank you for 
sending me The Little Corporal. I like it 
very much indeed, and I like to read the letters 
in Prudy’s Pocket. My napa has translated a 
little story from the Turkish, and I send it to 
you, so yon can see what kind of reading the 
children have in this country. I am your affec¬ 
tionate little friend, Freddy Herrick." 

THE OLD MAN AND HIS DONKEY. 

A TURKISH STORY. 

A simple-minded old man was once leading his 
donkey by the reins in the road. As he was leading 
him along, a couple of thieves saw him, and planned 
to steal the donkey. 8o one of them came up behind 
the poor old man. and, carefully loosening tlie bridle 
from the donkey's head, slipp^ it on his own head, 
while the other turned the donkey round and made 
off with him. The fellow with the bridle on went a 
little way, until his comrade with the donkey was out 
of sightT when he suddenly stopped. The poor old 
man looked back to sec what had himpened to his 
donkey, that he didn't come along. Wnnt was his 
amazement to see that the donkey had taken on the 
appearance of a man. 

** What’s this ? Who arc yon ?** he asked. 

The fellow took off the bridle from his head, and, 
kissing theold man's hand, said, “ Sir, till now, I have, 
to be sure, served you. I have eaten a great deni or 
your barley and straw, and drunk your water. But it 
seems you have had yonr duo. and, tliank God. 1 have 
the good luck of being a man again.” Then he told 
him now he had been a man at first, but had one day 
vexed his mother, and his mother cursed him, upon 
whicii he had changed form and assumed the appear¬ 
ance of a donkey; and then said, ”lt is dear my 
rootl)er*s curse has been fulfilled, so now good by to 
you." 

The poor old man replied, “ There is no power or 
•trengw but in God, the exalted, tiic glorious,^' (a pious 


Mussulman expression In Arabic). ” Be off with you, 
my son; may God give you i>eace. I am glad yon was 
a man, bat you liave lelt me wltliont a donkey.” 

The next day the tliieves bronght the donkey to the 
market, and pat him up for sale at auction. At 
the same time the old man went to provide himself 
with another donkey. He saw and recognized his old 
donkey, and whispered in his ear, ”\ou miserable 
scamp, how quickfy you've vexed your mother again.'* 
And then went and bought another donkey. 


’•Winnigene" sends a list of thirty words 
made from the letters contained in the word cor¬ 
poral. Who can do better? 

NOV 5 INDIANA PORTER CO. dEAR PRU- 
dy. 1. AM. A. BOy. 10. yEARS. OLd. i HAVE. A. 
LITTLE. BROTHER. 2. yEARS. OLD. AND. 5. 
SISTERS, i. TAKE. THE. LilTLE. CORPORAL. 
I UKE. IT VERy.MUCH. I HAVE. NOT. TAKEN 
iT. quite. A. vEar. i. REAd. IN. THE. COR¬ 
PORAL THAT. I. COULd. qEt. THE. CORPO¬ 
RAL. ANd. FESTIVAL. FOR. «1.80. ANd. i 
THOuT. i. wOuLd. SENd. yOD. PLEASE. sENd. 
mE. THE. STEEL. ENGRAVING. oF. LInCOLn. 
ANd. TAd. THIS. iS. THE. FIRST. lettEb. i. 
EVER. TRiEd. TO WRITE. PUT. THIS. IN. 
yOUR POCKET. ANd. iN- THE. CORPORAL. 

GOOd BYE-EARNEST F. SHiNABARGER. 

W^ESTViLE. 19. THE. POSTOFFiCE WEST- 
VILlE. iNdiANA. 

And so, there it is. Master Earnest. Your first 
letter. Just as you wrote it. How do you like It? 
The Corporal says he wishesall who write letters, 
among the older folks, would do as well. 

"/Var Prudy : I have just been reading some 
of the letters from The Little Corporal. I just 
think they arc splendid. I haven't written to 
yon fora long time. I want to tell you the reason. 
It was not because I did not think of you, but it 
was because I did not have time. Mamma has 
been sick for two months, and pa and brother 
have had the chills. Do yon ever have the chills 
in Chicago? Annie Glascock." 

Not mnch, in Chicago. 

Decatur^ 111. '‘'•Dear Prudy : Pa gave me a 
little black colt. It came on my birthday this 
year, when I was eleven years old. I call her 
^Topsy,’ because she is so black and cunning. 
My Sister Frankie has a nice little pony, too, 
named ‘ Cof*Mette.’ Frankie and 1 milk the 
cows, and make butter to sell, in partnership, 
I like to milk. I am going to take part of my 
butter money and send for The Little Corpo¬ 
ral for my Brother Abbe. I want the nice, 
new Corporals to put on his plate Christmas. 
He will think Santa Claus dia it, you know. 
Brother Charlie, Sister Frankie, and I have each 
taken The Corporal a year, and now it is 
Abbe's turn. Winnie." 


Bloomingdale^ Mich. '•'‘Dear Prudy : I have 
been sick about ten weeks. I have just got so I 
can sit up some. I am not ten years old. I never 
was very well, and I never went to school but 
very little. I can’t write very good, and 1 don't 
know' as you can read this. 1 am going to send 
f l.jjO to get The Corporal with, it was a pres¬ 
ent to me this year, and I love it so much that I 
think I can't get along without it. I have a ma, 
and a grandpa, and a dear little sister, Minnie ; 
my pa was killed in the army. We have got three 
canary birds and a darling kitty. Next time I 
will tell yon about my Tittle cousin. Prudy, 
please put this in your pocket, and I will send 
you some pressed leaves. Epfie R." 

DarkeivUk. Mo. "‘DearPrudy: My little boy 
Pearl fell from the fence and broke his right arm. 
Can never use it any more. He is a gentle-faced. 
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brieht-eyed boy, eleven years old, loyinjz books 
and: pictures more than all things else. He reads 
The Little Corporal to us at night, and the 
dear letters first of all. Won’t some of the good 
flag bearers in your ranks write to him. He is 
onlisting names for the next year’s march. 

Pearl Hunt, (by his mother).” 

Here Is another letter from far, for away. It 
comes to ns by way of Constantinople, and is 
dated 

Oroomiahy PtrsUi. '"^My Dear Prudy : I am 
11 years old. I live far away in Persia. My name 
is Freddie. 1 do not have as many books to 
read as yon do in America. I thank yon very 
much for sending us The Little Corporals. I 
like them very mneh. They do not come very 
regnlarly, because they come in boxes, so we 
read them over and over many times, and the 
stories are always new and interesting. In this 
country where we live, people are very cruel. A 
few days ago a man was blown from the month 
of a cannon. When we went to ride, toward 
evening, we saw pieces of his body lying on the 
ground. I am afraid my letter will be too long, 
so 1 will stop. Good by, fTom Freddie.” 

So you see The Corporal shines in the dark 
places, in the uttermost parte of the earth. We 
take it for granted that this Freddie is a mission¬ 
ary boy, though he doesn’t say so. May God 
bless Freddie, and keep him always good hnd 
true. 

CharUstony 8. C. ^'‘Dear Prudy : I have been 
taking your magazine for a year, and 1 think it 
very good. I am a Georgian, but 1 now live in 
the “old Palmetto State.” I wish t^t you 
would put your picture in the magazine, so that 
the children might see it. The picture stories 
are very pretty, and I look for them every mon^ 
when the magazine comes. But good 

Hugh.” 

Blairy Neb. ^^Dear Prudy : I am a little girl, 
and live on a farm in Nebraska. I raised beans 
to get The Corporal. We all like it so much 
we could not do without it. I never wrote a let¬ 
ter for your pocket before, but will write ^ain 
if this one finds its way to your pocket, wod 
by. Eioct R.” 

Bennetts ComerSy 0. ^^Dear Prudy : 1 am 
eleven years old. I want to answer the question 
that boy asks about measuring the earth. Please 
tall him that if he will measure any round object 
he will find that the distance through or across 
it will be one third of the distance around it: 
or, as we say at school, the diameter is one third 
of the circumference. Mart K C.” 

EUsworthy Nevada. ^*‘My Dear Prudy : I am 
nine years old. This is my third trip to San 
Francisco. My father lives in Chicago. I have 
two very pretty aunts there; their names are 
Helen and Alice. I am here with grandma and 
Aunty Thom. We have no school here. My 
grandma teaches me my books, and aunty teaehes 
me writing. I have only taken a few lessons, and 
they say it Is hard work to teach one boy alone. 
They say this is a wild part of Nevada, in a 
cafion near the Shoshbne range of mountains. 
It isa rich mining districtcaTlea Mammoth. The 
people of the town are all talking of this town 
going on. C^t. Knapp says there are fortunes 
here for all, if Mr. Smith comes with the money. 
There is a ten-stamp mill here, waiting for money 
to run it. We are 6,200 feet above the level of 
the sea. and high mountains above us. I have a 
little girl friond, named Adah, in Chicago, who 
sends me The Corporal sometimes. I like to 


read it We have a tribe of Indians called Piutes. 
They sit around our doors and say “ Hogadie,” 
meaning hungry; they stay on top of the 
mountains. DouoLAas H.” 

“/)sar Prudy: In rgoly to Anna’s letter, I 
give you this answer: Beethoven was bom at 
Bonn, in the western p^ of Prussia, Germany, 
situated on the River Rhine, about half way be¬ 
tween Cologne and Coblentz. His birthday is 
celebrated on account of his being one of the 
greatest composers of instrumental music. 

Mart K. Fox.” 

Eugens CKy, Oregon. ^^Dear Prudy : I am a 
little girl nine years old. I wrote one letter be¬ 
fore, but you didn’t put it in your pocket I have 
taken the paper four years, and 1 mean to stick 
to it as long as there is a button on his uniform^ 
I have the sweetest kitten in the world. She 
will shake hands with me, and when I ask her 
if she wants her dinner, she will say, ^Tes, 
m-a-a-a-m.’ Aknib R,” 

Millie Greenman writes: 

“I have a little brother six years old; and if 
you want to know what kind of a boy he is, just 
think of Tommy Bancroft, and yon will have him 
exactly. He likes to hear about Tommy best of 
anything in The Corporal.” 


StiUwatery Minn. ^^Dear Corporal; I have 

i nst been wanting to write to yon and tell you 
low much I love your Littls Corporal. I have 
been taking it nearly three years. The more I 
take it the more I love it. I have a brother in 
Chicago, and he knows where you live. I came 
home from school and found Corporal 
waiting for me on the sofa, and 1 was so glad I 
didn’t know what to do. If I go to Chicago, to 
see my brother, I will come ana see yon. 1 won¬ 
der if Prudy will put this in her pocket I am 
trying to love God and be a Christian. For fear 
my letter is too long I bid you good by. 

Willie L.” 

Oalesburgy Iowa. '‘^Dear Prudy ; lam a little 
girl nine years old, and this is the third year 1 
have taken The Corporal. I earned the money 
myself to pay for it. I cannot write very well, 
so I got ma to write to Mr. SeweU for me. I have 
got a little brother, Willie, and we have got two 

S et pigeons named Rob and Robett. 1 think 
andace would be a pretty name for Hattie’s 
little sister, as she could call her the pet name of 
Candy, which I think is the sweetest name I 
know of. I think it would be nice for the little 
boys and girls that write to Prudy’s Pocket to 
write to each other once in a while. Don’t you? 
Good by, dear Prudy. Adella.” 


8t. Johnsbut'yy Vt. '•'‘Dear Prudy : My sister 
takes The Little Corporal, and we both like it 
very much. I used to have a white kitty. She 
had Ught blue eyes. Her fur was three inches 
long, and 1 called her Woolly. I had her when 
she was a very small kitty, and I was a very 
small girl. She died the day after last thanks¬ 
giving. I have a brother who lives in Chicago, 
and if 1 ever go there 1 mean to go and see you. 

Annie.” 

“Dear Prudy : Ourlittle Frank is very fond of 
salt fish. One evening, as he was going to 
bed, his father brought some in to be wa^ed. 
He was kneeling down to say his prayers, and 
said them in this manner: ^Now 1 lay me 
down to sleep I pray the Lord my soul to keep; 
if I should die before 1 get any salt fish in 
the morning, I pray the Lora my soul to keep.' 
Your friend, Lizzie Lancx.’ 
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THE VOWEL GAME. 


SeTonl have written ug that some of the vowel 
articles we have published have contained de¬ 
partures ft’ora the rales. It is true there have 
been some slight departures, bnt the game is an 
entirely new one, just Invented by the Corporal, 
and it takes some time to get It properly started. 
The best we have been able to do, has been to 
pablish the best paragraphs received in response 
to oar call. Those containing violations of the 
rales will not be entitled to prizes, and, as the 
game becomes better undertsood, we will receive 
more and better articles in competition. Even 
now the articles are becoming better and better 
every week. Those printed in December were 
very mach better than any in previous numbers. 
We now have others that are still better, and 
so we expect they will continue to improve. We 
cannot suppose that an article written with only 
one vowel w ill be quite so intelligent, or read 
quite so smoothly as one where a writer can use 
all the vowels, but we do expect to be able to 
print some articles that will to decidedly credit¬ 
able to both the writers and The Corporal. 
The object is, of course, to afford harmless and 
profitable amusement, and to produce literary 
cariosities. Our patrons are taking hold of 
It with decided Interest. That Interest is widen¬ 
ing and deepening, and raanv arc writing to 
thank us for the invention, and to take a part in 
It The prizes now offered, (flO on each vowel 
for the best and longeat article,) which are to be 
conmeted for until February 1st, will probably 
be followed by another set of prizes. Several 
persons have sent very long ana very senseless 
articles. All must remember that length is not 
the only merit reouired. A short but sensible 
and intelligent article will stand a better chance 
for a prize than a long and silly one. Abbrevia¬ 
tions, as Mr., Mrs., etc., cannot be allowed, be¬ 
cause the words for which they stand would be 
ruled out. Those who write on the vowel “ a,” 
will also please remember that we cannot any 
longer allow the use of the word that," in place 
of the words "who," or " which." If possible, 
your sentences should be strictly grammatical. 

The prizes will be paid to the writers who send 
us the besf, moH inteUigent^ and longest articles 
or stories, containing only one vowel each, using 
w and yooly at the beginning of a word or syl¬ 
lable. jnease do not send us any vowel articles 
shorter than those we have printed on the same 
yowel, unless yours are bstUr. In that case we 


will 1)€ glad to have them, especially if they are 
both sensible and humorous. 

We give below a story with five chapters, one 
chapter to each vowel. It is quite ingenious. 
The writer of it says, " We have had much enter¬ 
tainment with the game, and no little profit. 
We have made it useTul to all in the house who 
could write; the younger ones helping by hunt¬ 
ing out words and makinjg an easier game for 
them in that way. It quickens the memory, and 
gives freedom in conversation, because of the 
many words freshened up in memory. We all 
thank you for it, and most heartily for The Cor¬ 
poral. which all watch for and eagerly wel¬ 
come. 

The life of 

jAmEs JOHN bUko, 

(Familiarly known os Jimmy John Bung;) In 0ve 
chapters. 

CHAPTXB A. 

Jack bad a grand bazaar. Tall Jack, an Armagh 
lad, had cash and a grand bazaar at Alhamar. At that 
bazaar Jack had Lapland stags, Sahara palms, Malta 
cats. Pampas grass, Candahar alkbaus, Sana sand. 
Barca caps. Kamah asps, Trafalgar naval charts, Bag¬ 
dad sacks, Madras rattans, Japan fans, Carrara casts. 
Savannah shad, Caraccas talc, Falkland salt, Chatham 
rat traps, Nabant crabs, clams, and black bans, Banca 
arrack, Java mats, Arkansas flats, Havanna bananas, 
Panama hats, Astrachan caps, Nangtchang rats, 
Madagascar spar, Matanzas yams, Ashland hams, an 
Ava brahma, and an abracadabra charm, a grand Al¬ 
hambra slalx and a " Ballad Star.”4i lass that glads all 
Alhamar. That abracadabra was a schnapps can's 
stamp murk. 

ABRACADABRA 
BKACADABR 

RACAOAB 

A C A D A 
CAD 
A 

SCHNAPPS. 

Atss! Jack had at that bazaar that schnapps can. 
That schnapps can attacks Jack, and Jack's cash, and 
all that Jack had at that bazaar. Rat traps, rats, and 
stags, flans and rattans, charts and casks, mats, flats, 
cats, and hats, yams, hams, and clams. Savannah shad 
and Havanna bananas. At last that abracadabra 
schnapps can's stamp mark was all that Jack had. 
Jack, sans bazaar and sans cash, asks that Alhamar 
star's hand, and that lass grants that hand. Jack 
starts a farm, and has grand plans. Alas 1 man plans, 
Satan mars man's plans. 

210 words, SL8 a's, and no other vowel. 

CHAPTXB X. 

Jem icedH EsteUs. 

Slender Jem weds the gentle Estelle, settles. He 
delves, she gets herbs, sets bect-sets, red peppers, 
weeds, seeks fennel, presses cheese, feeds the. geese, 
never neglects the hens' nests, detects the ferrets, 
fetches tresh eggs. When Jem needs her help, she 
tends the sheep. They seek her. they bless her steps. 
The gentle sheep bless the gentle shepherdess. Jem 
erets them shelter, fetches them feed. He settles the 
Decs, he threshes. Blessed seems the tenement where 
they rest, the dell, the flresh well. There wrens nesile, 
there gentle breezes bend the beech trees, the pendent 
elms. There wee pledges greet them. Yet the serpent 
entered Eden, the tempter entered the blessed tene¬ 
ment. Reckless men seek Jem. Estelle's gentleness 
less, yet less, effects. These tender verses express her 
wretchedness • 

The blessed vender bell slept. 

The pendent ferns were green, 

When wo were wedded here Jem, 

Where gentle deeds beseem. 

Sere seem these pendent ferns, Jem, 

Deep knells the vesper bell, 

The reckless revellers tempt thee hence, 
Where gentle deeds repel. 

These reckless revellers tempt Jem, he neglects the 
tenement, he deserts Estelle, the blessed rest, the fem- 
decked dell. He tempts the deep, ho seeks the green 
gem whence he went. 

256 words, S23 e's, and no other vowel. 

OHAPTXB I. 

Jim distils gin. 

Slim Jim distils Irish gin, prints big prints. This 
printing, with this distilling in big stills, brings Jim 
^Irish rlnt.*' It Is In Jim’s Dig prints, "King will's 
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Fritz (Irinka ^Jlm’8 gin.” “Jim’s gin is milk mild.** 
“Jlm’H idn kills chfils.” “Chill (Trlnks Jim’s gin.” 
“Mississippi drinks Jim’s gin.” “Flgi drinks Jim’s 

§ ln.” Irish wits sing his gin.” “British big fish 
link his illicit drink. Jim fills big ships with his 

^ In. Jim drin^ this Impish drink, tills illicit distil- 
ng. This rin slips Jim's high stilts, sinks his big 
ships, sinks Ills mill. It is slicing Mississippi, Fill, 
Chill, British cits, Irish wits, Irish slnglsts; It is slnlc- 
Ing King Will’s Fritz, If King Will’s Fritz drinks Jim’s 


blrtliriglit, is (limning. His wrinkling chin, li^s thin¬ 
ning, livid lips, his limping limb^ will wisp-stlll, mills, 
ships rising, sinking in his blinding sight, mfhd him 
his mind’s bright light is filming. Stul Jim In this 
grim plight wlu sit cu-inklng, drinking, drinking Irish 
gin. 

194 words; 2501’s, and no other vowel. 


THE ALPHABET SENTENCE. 

The prize offered for a respectably-intelllgcnt 
sentence, that shall contain all the letters of the 
alphabet, no one repeated, and no abbreviations, 
has called out a good deal of competition. It is b 
puzzle, truly, and many declare that sucli a thing 
cannot be accomplished. Maybe they are right, 
but lets keep on trying a little longer. We give 
below a few samples of the attempts that ('ome 
nearest. What do you think ? Are either of 
these “respectably intelligent?" Let’s see if 
we can't do better. 

Grum John Vlq Scwybdz kept flax. 

Jexnis W of Iowa. 


CHAPTER O. 

Hoidl holdl John. 

Oh! Long John, good son, hold! hold! From mom 
to noon grog stops comfort, from moon to noon robs. 
O, lost son rgrog took bonds, took gold, took “odd, 
old shop,” took good old cot, stock, ox, flocks. No 
gold, no odd old shop, no song, no cot, no flocks; cold, 
old, poor, O, John, stop grog. Grog^s thorns, rocks, 
bogs, worms. Grog costs worlds of good. Grog’s 
hogs* food. Grog’s no port for storms. Grog mocks 
strong strong loros. O, bold north boy! O, strong son 
of O’Connor’s sod, stop grog. Lost! lost I lost! 

97 words, 112 o’s, ane no other vowel. 

CHAPTER U. 

Rum cuts Bung's Um. 

Curs snuff Bung, duns cuff, chums cut, churls push, 
huff, bluff, spurn Bung. Rum cuts Bung's um. 

17 words, 17 u’s, and no other vowel. 


MORAL. 

Bann schnapps cans; let beer be; spill spirits; stop 
grog; shun rum. K. and T., of Philadelphia. 


We Intended to give several other vowel 
articles this month, as we have several good 
ones, but our space is all taken up. 


Zyph McGlenj, fix Bowdvat’s Junk. 

Blanchib T. Kino, of Iowa. 
Phlegm dwarft Job Vynxtz quick. 

Jodie L. Atkins, of Georgia. 
Pady Qurk, fling Jem Schwvtz’ box. 

Theo. H. Mack, of Illinois. 
Jump, Fritz, why vex bad Scog Kqln. 

Lilt Adams, of Indiana. 
FrovdJ, bag Whemptz’s quick lynx. 

Willie D. Beoo, of Ohio. 
Schwartz Klngjupvq bled my fox. 

Josephine T. Quiebt, of Ohio. 

L. T. S., of Minnesota, wants to know if there 
are any single words in our language which con¬ 
tain all the vowels in regular order. Who can 
send a word of that kind? 


ANSWERS TO ENIGMA. ETC., DEC. No. 

No. 21.—Enigma.—Ca.r \; potato ; peel, Le pet I Oor- 
poral. nickname of Napoleon I.; English, “The Little 
Corporal.” No. Zi.—3f Utmorphosed Deities.—i. Mer¬ 
cury; 2, Diana; 8, Plutus; 4, Minerva ; 5, Jupiter ; «, 
Proserpine; 7, Osiris; 8, Neptune; 9, Pluto; 10, Pegasus. 


No. 1.—A PICTURjE STORY.— Winter Sports. 
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uHishers^ Beparttwent. 


51?” All articlfs ia “Thk Littlk Coiu*obal” are 
HTltt< n especially for It, and paid for at good prices. 
Tliou;;l» copyiighled, our eUUorial friends luuy copy 
Into their papei-s. If they will. In every case, give crwllt 
to Tuk Little Corpokal. Tills notice Is inserted be¬ 
cause luany articles have been copied without credit. 


HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago, Phlladelplila, Xew York City,or 
Boston banks are best for lai-ge sums, made payable to 
the order of .sL WtJLL MILLEli. 

Post Omae money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county se.at, in all the cities, and In many of the 
large towns. We consider them perfectly safe, and 
tile liest means of remitting fifty dollars or less, as 
Uiousanda have been sent to us iritUoin any hm. 

Registered letters, under the new system, are a ve^ 
safe means of sending small sums of money, where P. 
O. Money Orders cannot be easily obtained, (tbterre 
the AVj, rmc// /ce os well as postage, he jxiid in 
at the ottlce where the letter is mailed, or it 
will TO liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 
Buy and the xlamji.^ both for po^age and rt'fffstri/t 
put in the in/n\fy and mil the l^er iJi the prenence qf 
the ami take his receipt for U, Letters sent 

In this way to us arc at our risk. 

Where you are sending one dollar and a half or les^y 
you may send greenbacks at our risk; where more 
than that sum Is sent, either of above ways will be safe. 


THE POSTAGE on The Littlk Corporal Is three 
cents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine Is received. 


PREMIUMS FOR CLUBS. 

Push on with your clubs. We are now 
•ending out many beautifhl Premiums for 
Clubs ^ent us from all over the laud. 

Now is the best time to raise Clubs. See 
the Premium List on another page. 


“ HAPPY NEW YEAR I” 

Wc are in time to wish all our readers a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year I 
May they be the happiest you have over 
known, and may the smile of our Father in 
Heaven go with you all through the beauti¬ 
ful year of 1871. 

O, how much American Boys and Girls 
have to be thankful for. The kingdoms of 
the old world arc being rocked aud shaken 
with wars and rumors of wars; but here in 
this bright and beautiful land, we have rest 
and peace. The perils and dangers of our 
war of regeneration are past, and we are 
rapidly recovering from its sad effects. As 
the green grass is covering over and liiding 
the ugliness of our earth forts and the plowed 
and scarred battle fields, as well as the graves 
of oar beloved fiillen heroes, so time and 
peace and prosperity, and God’s sootliing 
love, are healing our wounded hearts, and 
the people of this great, free nation are every 
dty, more and more, becoming ow—one in 


sympathy, one in purpose, one in everything 
that makes a great and happy people. We 
Avill never have another civil war, and may 
God grant tliat w'e shall never have another 
foreign war. May joy aud love aud peace 
and concord unite all sections aud all hearts, 
more aud more every day, as wc march 
grandly forward toward the raillenuium’s 
dawn. So we bid good bye to 1870, so we 
welcome 1871, aud so The Corporal repeats 
the old song, “ Peace on earth, good will to 
men!” and again he repeats his wish that 
all may have a Merry Cliristmas aud a Hap¬ 
py New Year. 

THE SCHOOL FESTIYAL. 

“The Little Corporal’s School Fbs- 
val” was started a year ago, to supply a 
decided and long-felt want. Its mission is 
to furnish a constant supply of new, original 
Dialogues and other exercises for Sunday 
School and Day School Exhibitions, Festi¬ 
vals, Concerts, etc. That its first year has 
been a decided success, we have abundant 
evidence. Teachers and others from all over 
the country, are constantly writing us words 
of commendation and thanks for the publi¬ 
cation. We know of no periodical of a simi¬ 
lar character in the world, aud, considering 
how much need there has been for it, this Is 
a wonder. 

The price of The Festival is so low, only 
fifty cents a jtjar, tliat the profits on it will 
not warrant the spending of much money in 
advertising it, but notwithstanding this, it 
lias gained a very fair circulation during its 
first year. In fact, it lias paid its way, and 
that is doing well for the first year of any 
publication. 

We trust all our readers will work for the 
circulation of The Festival. Money re¬ 
ceived for subscriptions to it at the full price 
of fifty cents a year, can count on a club list 
for a premium, tbesame as that much money 
received for Tub Corporal. 

The Festival and Corporal are both 
sent together (they need not both be sent to 
same address, but must be ordered at the 
same time in order to secure the reduced 
rate,) for the low price of $1.80 for both. 

Be sure you take The Festival for 1871. 
We can now send the numbers for 1870, post 
paid, to any address, on receipt of fifty cts. 
They contain a beautlfbl list of day aud 
Sunday-school exercises, just what you want 
for any public exhibitions or Friday-aftcr- 
noon exercises; all new and fresh. The 
January number for 1871 is ready. 


When you wish a cliansro of address, send 
your old address, as woW as tin- new. 
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ABOUT SENDING PREMIUMS. 

As we state elsewhere, all premiums like 
Organs, Sewing Machines, and such bulky 
articles will be sent by express, directly to 
club raisers from the factories where they 
are made, the receivers paying express 
charges. All other premiums can be deliv* 
ered free of charge at our office in Chicago. 
All engravings and books of $5.00 and less in 
price are sent post paid at our cost. Such 
other articles as can go by mail, will be mail¬ 
ed by us on receipt of sufficient stamps to 
prepay postage. All articles that need logo 
by express will be sent, as above, directly to 
the club raisers, who will pay the express 
charges. 

PREMIUM TO EACH SUBSCRIBER. 

We have on hand several thousand copies 
of a pretty steel cngmving (which we used 
as a premium with our first year), of Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln and his Son “Tad.” Size of 
sheet 9x12 inches. We are sure that there 
are a great many children wiio would be 
glad to have this engraving, and we offer it 
to every subscriber, w'hose name and $1.^ 
comes to us after this number is issued, as 
long as our slock holds out. To secure the 
premium, you must ask for it when you Knd 
your subscription, and also enclose five cents 
to pay the expense of mailing. 


CONGKEGATIONALISTS.and all others who want 
a first-class Ucli^ous Paper, may write to “ The Ad¬ 
vance,*' of Chicago, for sample copies of that excel¬ 
lent publication. 


UNTVERSALISM.—Send for free specimen copy of 
the ChriMan Leader, a weekly Journal, published by 
the New York State Convention of UuiversallsU, and 
containing the sermons of Dr. E. H. Chapin. Address 
Publlslier of Chrisiian Leader, 1288 Broadway, New 
York City. 


SAYS A LATE ISSUE of the Philadelphia City 
Item; ** Ingenuity has been taxed to find the surest 
and most direct means of reaching the public, and the 
business man who would advertise a specialty, and gel 
the greatest good out of the greatest number In the 
^ortest space of time, is compelled to go to Geo. P. 
Rowell A Co., of New ITork, for advice. Why to this 
house ? Because It is the head and front of the adver¬ 
tising business. It is prompt, methodical, and clear 
in its transactions, and possesses the confidence of all 
the houses which advertise most.*' 


B. A. FAHNESTOCK’S VERMIFUGE, so long the 
standard remedy for worms in chlidren, is of the 
greatest importance to mothers in the care and treat¬ 
ment of their little ones in time of sickness fhom this 
dreadful cause. The very many valuable testimoniala 
freely offered in praise and recommendation of thia 
perfect remedy, guarantees for it the worth and mirit 
that is justly claimed. To those who may have occa¬ 
sion to use such a medicine, a caution Is given, that 
they notice the initial letters arc B. A.« as imitations 
are offered for sale. Messrs. Schwartz ft Haslett, at 
Pittsburgh, Pa., are the sole proprietors. 


THE LITTLE CORPORAL’S NEW 
DRAWING BOOK. 

Reed's Drawing Lessons, With or Without 
A Teacher.— Highly approved by leading artists 
ns the beat book for beginners ever issued. It 
begins with the A B C of the art, and makes 
plain every step to sketching landscapes from 
n.ature. 

Send us by mail the price, ($1.60), and the book 
wili come by next mail, poet paid. 

School Edition of same book, ^ cts. 

SEWELL & MILLER, Publishers. 

__Chicago, III. 


No premiums can be allowed on names 
sent hereafter, nnlcss all such names be 
accompanied by one dollar and a ha{f, ($1.60) 
our present subscription price. We w ill still 
however, for a short time, receive subscrip¬ 
tions at$l from those w ho wish to begin and 
have The Corporal for one year/rom July, 
1870. Such subscriptions will only be re- 
ceh ed for a limited time, and will not be en¬ 
titled to premiums. 

All names sent at $1 will be understood as 
intended to begin with July. We will dis¬ 
continue recemng subscripHona in this way 
as soon ns we can, and thereafter will require 
$1 a year for back numbers from July. 1805, 
to Dec. 1870. and $1.60 a year for all time 
after the last named date. 


FOR A HOLIDAY GIFT, nothing can be more 
appropriate or useful than the Decalcoraanle Case, 
advertised In this and former numbers. It is not only 
ver>' cheap, but Is an Instmctlvc and dellghtfiil art, 
for old or young. See advertUemeuL 


BOYS AND GIRLS, READ THIS.-Every Ofie of 
the boys and girls can earn money by selling our bools 
and Book Binder, and getting subscribers for the 
Family Circle, an Illustrated. Semi-monthly Paper, ai 
$1.00 per year, and etvry subscriber has a heautifnl tt 
Steel Engraving. For fnll particulars and specimen 
numbers, send five cents, and say where yon saw this. 
One boy earned $8.50 In a week, besides going to school 
C. H. Cushing, 85 Washington street, Chicago. 


CONTENTS FOR JANUARY. 


- Pagb. 

AHard-Fonght Battle. Luda Chase Beil. 1 

Between the Bells. Julta M. Tkayet'. d 

The Meteor and tiie NorUi Pole 8tar,Jiifn«s Young. S 

A Chip from an Old Log. ... O li. % 

Chat About the Re<l Man... Jfrs. Mouse L. Hoiden. 10 

My Ride with the Prince. Uncle ina 12 

How Tommy went to the Circus. Frudy 14 

Two Picture Books. Prances E. WUUtid. 16 

The Praying Mantis. Marie BftslSe. 30 

A Merry Christmas, Mrs. EnWy Huntington Miller 31 

Art Amusements. Mai tha Pous^ll Dari^. 36 

The Chinese New Year.. ..Mrs. Fannie RFmdge. 27 

A Discovery. AiPi Grant. 38 

Editorial. 20 

Pnidy’s Pocket. a 

Private Queer's Knapsack. 38 

Publisher’s Department. 80 

Poetry— 

Scotch Clover. Mrs. M. B. C. Slnde. 0 

The W'envingof the Y ear.... EUen F. LaUtmore. 8 

The Prairie winds. JuWi M. Thaner. 12 

Little Sllverliair.. Mrs. Emily HunHugton Mdier. lO 

Playing School. Geot^Cotmr. 31 

January. L. D. Mte^s. 34 

New Year’s Eve. Mrs. M. O. Kennedy. 25 

A New Year’s Picture. Q.B. Barnes. 18 


Illustrations— 

Merry Christmas—Frontispiece. 


A Chip Irom an Old L^. 0 

Billy on the Fen ce. 16 

The Praying Mantis. 20 

Picture Story. 84 
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THE TOY NAT [OX. 


BV MRS. JULIA F. SNOW. 



liimily round the eveniiu; 
Uunp had hceii reutliuL'- 
Ferdinand iiml 
Isabella, wliieli is lull ot 
I intere.sting inforniatiun about 
Coluinlms, and bi'^ voyujLTes and 
' diseoverie.s, and all the troubles 
► and peTplexities which he laid 
to encounter before he attained 
Ills object. 

We read it aloud, Aunt Hatty and mamma 
;i:id J, and cnji[yed it exeeedini^ly. The 
children were in the room the irreali'r pari 
of th«* time, but nobody thoujxht inueh about 
them, occupied jUs they wore with their fa¬ 
vorite little amusement of cutting out tln^ 
tis^ures from an old illustrated pai>er, and 
«nounlinj 4 them upon stitf cardl)oard. But a 
dim ide^i of the ineaninjEf of it all beiran to 
dawn throiiii:!! Frankie's mind. 

“Did Columbus make a nation tln’n*?" he 
Jisked. 


“No,” said mamma, “he discovered the 
n*‘w country, which the Stianisirds had never 
heard of before, and, as C'olumlnis was sent 
b> the Spanish queen, the jxoverimient of 
-^pain considered that it belonj^etl to them, 
and took po.sse.ssion of it." 

“ Well, then, I think Milly and I mii'lit 
have the garret to have a nation in. We 
discovered it yesterday—I in(*an the little 
bit of garret, yon know. Can’t we?” 

“ Perhaps so, if yon do no mischief. But 
now it is bed time, and blaek eye.s and blue 
•^yes must all go to sleep alike.” 

Next day tliere was the Imsiest trotting of 
kittle feet, up stairs and dowm, and clattering 
of tin w agons, and rattling of tin bor.'^es, and 
ftmraping of boxes. Great w'as the weigiit 
•f care on the shoulders of our Frank and 
his little brother all that day, and wdicn the 


little feet were tired out, and heavy lids 
began to droop, mamma was soleurjly bound 
to pnmiise not to look into the garret until 
tliir emigration w'as over. 

Next day the Utile boys were al.-'O very 
bn^y, and the next, too, for yon Juu^t kn«)W 
ibal the emigration of an entire nation, .such 
a." Frankie propo>ed to form, waz> no ti ille. 

Every .-erap of fancy pajier, every toy, no 
matti'r lu>w dilapidated it might be; inot?s, 
'^tiek'^, wool, silk, ribbon, or briglit woolen 
elotlir'; every box, large or t^mail ; ju 
s1m-1I.s. .‘^tones, or pictiire-.; all disiippeared up 
staifr- in the same my.'^torbiii* way. ('oa.-^iii 
Frmiy wa.slea/.cd lor .<om<' of lea- big ] rail 
l.»t ,ids, to make lamps for the nsitiou ; work 
ba.^kets were in a .state of .siege, and the 
children could talk or think of muhir.g but 
tlmir nation. Little cousins were ti-ased for 
dolls and old toys, and I began to think 
Frankii' was equal to establishing a new 
we.stern town, and getting the whohr thing, 
towm house, blacksmith .shop, chureh, store, 
and graveyard, in working order, b« tween 
Sundays. It really seemed so. 

“ Have, you seen w hat a magpie's ue^t iho 
children have made in the garret?” asked 
Aunt Hatty, on the third day. “ I w < lU up, 
ju.st now, after my piece bag, and they l»oth 
began to talk at. once, and say tliu' their 
nation was marly done, and they wanted 
you to come up to see it. Really it is won¬ 
derful what they have done with all their 
trash.” 

Here lioth litib boys rushed in, and bi'gged 
mamma to h*ave her sewing ami come up. 
So niainma put down her stocking ba.sket, 
aiul went up to llio garret. This was a part 
of the hon.se whieti wasutit used for anything 
but trunks and pat<di bags, and the ehiULfm 
w'ere allow'cd to do what they pleased, pro! ty 


Entered, according to Act of Congress, t/>e yoir t.^Tl, by rf i/i//*r. in fin of <h- 

J.\hrnr'i(in of >tf . 
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nearly. It was a little heayen-on-earth to 
them, of a rainy day. 

“ Here’s the king’s palace,” cried Frank, 
“ and here is his throne,” pointing to a soap 
box, which they had papered, and carpeted 
with a bit of delaine, and the cough-lozenge 
box did duty as a regal chair, being canopied 
with Turkey-red cotton, and on each side 
were placed “statues,” being wood cuts of 
celfebrated statuary mounted on cards. The 
roof was graveled, and adorned with sundry 
twigs set out in spools. 

This,” explained Frankie, “ is a hanging 
garden, like the king made for his wife, you 
know, when she got homesick for the 
mountains where she used to live, you 
know. And the king is Prince Harlequin 
and that elegant personage was uncere¬ 
moniously jerked out and presented to the 
company. 

“ Here are the royal stables,” said Frank, 
showing another soap box, which served for 
the building, and was filled with everything 
in the shape of a vehicle which the children 
possessed. There was a big, tin express 
wagon, with its immense tin horses, comfort¬ 
ably stabled, a coal cart, and a fine, little 
carriage, a very big, little wheelbarrow, and 
a tiny sleigh, with red-lined fur robes in one 
corner. 

“ And the ofllce on the other side of the 
palace.” 

“What oflace?” 

“ Why, Adams’ express office, to be sure; 
Adams is prime minister; and has my 
negro’s hotel.” 

“ What makes you call it negro’s hotel ?” 

“ Because my negro keeps it.” 

Here Frank produced a specimen of the 
Moorish or Arabic race, of an exceedingly 
evil countenance, and a malicious expression 
of eye, that looked very quber in a little, 
brown, earthen image. The proper name of 
this being was Hassan; he had originally 
been an elephant driver, but the elephant 
unfortunately sprung a leak in his left fore 
leg, and, being composed mostly of bran, 
had pined and dwindled away, growing 
small by degrees and beautifully less, until 
he was now reduced to a funny-looking bag, 
and was put away on the top shelf. The 
driver, Hassan, sunived in a state of extreme 
dilapidation, having lost one foot at the 
ancle, the other above the knee, both arms, 
and holding even his head by the uncertain 
tenure of Spalding’s glue. In fact, his head 
had been on and off so often that in time it 
became quite askew, and glared at you over 
the right shoulder with a most sinister aspect. 
Hassan was a very wicked-looking creature, 


but Frankie loved him, as the girl in the 
play loved her Moor, for the dangers he had 
passed. 

“ Hassan keeps a hotel, now,” said Frankie. 
“ Dame Trot and her cat board there, and 
Red Rldlnghood and her wolf, and the clog 
dancer whose name was ‘ Niggerdemus.* ” 
Here also were held the public meetings, and 
all the public festivities of the toy nation. 

There seemed to be nothing lacking ; the 
children had really provided all the necessi¬ 
ties of a nation, and most of the luxuries of 
life. There was a country store, where a^aa 
sold almost everything that could be thought 
of; toy dishes, cloth, ribbon, buttons, cte. 
There was also a church with an empty 
pulpit, and a huge cornucopia on top, doing 
duty for the steeple. A very desolate and 
discouraging church it seemed, even for 
dollies. 

“ Dollies don’t have souls, my darlings,” 
said mamma. “ Why do you have a chiu*ch 
to pretend pray in?” 

“Why, mamma, was it wrong?” asked 
blue-eyed Milly. “ We thought it would be 
wrong to have a nation and no church in it.” 

Mamma had no reply for this but a kiss, 
and the little guide went on, “ Here’s the 
fort, mamma.” 

And there was a regular redoubt of small 
blocks, arranged with considerable attention 
to the rules of fortification, a knowledge 
which he had picked up from the “ picture 
papers.” It had mounted cannon and regi¬ 
ments of toy soldiers, mounting guard or 
being reviewed upon the mossy parade 
ground, a most formidable array of paper 
men, in all positions, being the result of 
Frank’s ingenuity, the figures selected and 
cut from the paper With reference to what 
they could do and be in the nation. 

But the pride of the community was its 
park. Frank had rescued from its dark cor¬ 
ner, where it had long lain hid, an attempt 
at oil painting, an offense against nature 
committed by his mother in her earlier years. 
It was a very bad picture, but to Frank it 
was a priceless treasure, and supplied a great 
want, for it served for a perspective for hia 
park. 

“ Cos you see,” said Milly, “ It makes such 
a nice far-off to Frank’s park.” 

The park was constructed in this manner. 
A large, flat box, a yard or more square, was 
the enclosed space, being at once fence and 
ground. At the back was the old picture; 
it represented a brook crossed by a rude 
bridge, on which was seated a fisherman 
with his line ; a few hills in the distance, and 
a dead tree in the foreground. This was all 
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the picture, but Frankie had begged of Aunt 
Hattie a strip of silver paper, which he had 
wrinkled up, to represent the waves of the 
brook, and fitted It to the edge of the painted 
brook. Its edges he had carefully concealed 
with gravel, and extended a mossy meadow 
back from it, in which grew trees, and lambs 
lay there, and china dogs, and small china 
fowls brooded over very small beans in nests 
by the river side, and figures of men, women, 
and children, afoot, on horseback, and in 
carriages, were taking their pleasure about 
the mossy green. This looked to Frank’s 
mother almost like genius. I could see by 
the way she kissed him, that it seemed to 
her like the beginning of a great thought. 

“There is the hospital, mamma,” said 
Frank, pointing to a tiny room fitted up with 
little beds made of box covers, and furnished 
with bits of linen for bedding. “ This is the 
glue cure, and is for wooden things ; here Is 
the paste cure, for paper toys, and here k 
the make-believe doctor that you cut out. 
bee, the young man with spectacles, the 
professor, you know. The truly doctor is 
>ou and Aunt Hatty.” 

And it wasn’t the fault of the clinging 
arms nor the red lips, if the “ truly doctors ” 
were not satisfied with their fees. 

“ And here is some,” said Mllly, “that is 
going to the needle-and-thread cure,” point¬ 
ing to a heap of tattered rag and paper 
dolls. 

“ That might be called a hint,” remarked 
Aunt Hatty. 

“And here is Hassan, the king,” said 
Frank, taking up the invalid elephant driver. 
“ You aee that if I made one of the soldiers 
king, the rest of them would be mad, and 
wouldn’t play, cos they are all just like him. 
But Hassan is so diifercnt, and he used to be 
a king in Africa.” 

“ But I thought Prince Harlequin was 
king.” 

“ Why, so he Is,” said Frank, a good deal 
confused. “ I forgot; how queer.” 

“ But 1 want Prince Harlequin to be king,” 
•aid Milly. “He is dressed most like the 
picture of a king down stairs, witli his long, 
while curls like mine, and his rulfied shirt, 
and knee breecihes.” 

Here a dispute arose between the rival 
fections, and the throne of the new nation 
appeared to totter. Mamma declined to 
settle the disputed succession, and suggested 
that Frank might make presidents of them, 
and have elections, or let them take turns in 
being King. The children decided upon the 
lattti alternative. 

The afternoon was rainy, and the children 


decided to spend it in the garret, playing 
w'itli the nation, arranging and rearranging 
the little villages. They made regular streets, 
setting up blocks of houses on either side the 
way, leaving space for carts and animals 
between. 

Behind the city w'as a great, gray moun¬ 
tain, of as large a piece of stone as the child¬ 
ren could carry up stairs, and surmounted 
by a huge gray patch bag. At its foot nestled 
a tiny village, with trees, and church spires, 
and small, white houses. There w'as a farm 
yard, too, not far otf, w'here pigs and sheep, 
horses and cow's, and every other animal, all 
of the most incongruous sizes, were estab¬ 
lished. A few feet from the bustle and con¬ 
fusion of the city, and the busy scenes of the 
farm yard, w'as a “jungle,” of boughs stuck 
in a crack in the floor, and beneath their 
shade, on a bit of an old, yellow, lambswool 
mat, reposed the tortoise-shell cat and her 
three kittens. The children played that 
puss was a tiger, a “ dear, tame, good tiger,” 
however inconsistent that might be. But 
the cats possessed a great advantage over 
toys, for they were alive. - 

Not far from this was the “queerlum,” as^ 
Frank called it. He meant to say aquarium, 
but it was near enough right, for it was 
queer enough. It was made of a “kceler.” 
Now maybe you don’t know* what a keeler is. 

It is a very small tub, and holds about a gal¬ 
lon of water, more or less, according to its 
size ; this was graveled over the bottom, and 
had some quite big stones in it, too, under 
which the fish loved to hide, for it w'as fllled 
with water, and stocked with a lizard, a sun- 
fish, two lobsters, a small perch, tw'o min¬ 
nows, and a mud turtle, about as big as a 
baby’s hand. 

This aquarium, simple as it was, was the 
greatest delij^t to the children, who would 
willingly have changed the water twenty 
times a day, if it had been allowed. At night 
the keeler was placed in the sink, the w'atcr 
turned partly on, and left flowing all night 
in a tiny stream, while a little hole near the 
top of the keeler prevented its overflow, and 
the destruction of the flsh. 

This had been carried up stairs that day, 
and was quite a feature in the nation, and 
represented a lake. Vegetation did not 
flourish in that country, owing to the trees 
having no soil, but they were frequently 
changed, and answ’cred very well. They had 
a camp of soldiers, too, and a Gypsy camp, 
and a fire, too, represented by red tinsel, and 
a kettle hung over it by a bent hair pin stuck 
in the ground. 

The children were too busy to cat, and did 
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not come down to biippcr till calii d—a inobt 
remarkable event; and when limiily 
down by mamma and Aunt Hally, were 
really too tiivil to eat, and v\\ nt to bed wilh- 
oiit asking lor citUer .>ong v»r blory. 

Now, next to tlie nm-ery dtK)r were tl o 
htnir.b that, led to tlie ** lairy land of toys,” 
and the little feet often pal tired up there 
l)efore the shoes and stockings were on, and 
wiieii breakfast was ready, there were little 
folks to be hunted up, and washed, and 
ih esM-d, Ibr tlu ii-elothes began to aemiire an 
odoi’ peeuliir to garrets, being eoiii}>oscd 
jmrlly of mice, age, dust, and dried herb.-, 
and I lie nameless odor of an ancient garret, 
wliieli I know as well as as i do “ Jioaqmi dc 
(.'tirob'ii- P and don’t like lialf so well ; bnt 
the children I'airly reveled in llieir new-fonnd 
delight, and I enjoyed their enjoyment too 
mueh to say a word. 

Now lliis attic, as I was going to say, was 
right over the little, white bed, w itli it.s 
pretty, knit spread, (the gift t>f tlieir d'“ar 
Aunt Hatty,) where the two iiiiie heron 
.slept. Talk of Romulii.s and KenuisI they 
were nobodies compared to these children, 
^nd it was w ith all the anxiety of a father of 
Ins country that Frank heard, one night, the 
oddest sound in the attic. He started np in 
bed, listened, heard it again, woke .Milly, 
who lieai’d it, toi), and the two ehiklreii 
started at <mee to see what was going oii np 
stairs. Tie y had never been frightened in 
their livi-s, and it never occurred to ihem to 
wail for anyone else. Olf Huy went, up 
the garret stairs, in their w hite, troirser night 
gownis. When they opemd the at!ie door, 
the strangest of sights nud their eyes. 

The two ehildreii stood in the .-hadow , and 
luckily knew enough to kety) tpiiet, but they 
clasped cacli oth(!r’s hands, and fairly sliiv- 
cred with ecstatic delight. • 

The park loooked bigger than ever before, 
for the picture was a part of it now,and the 
graKs was not dry moss any more, b.it fresh, 
green gra.-s, and the trees w ere grow ing, j\nd 
the water flowing, and tiie whole n.nionwas 
alive in the light of the most glorious moon¬ 
light which wa- ever si'cn, streaming in at 
the little, arched windows, and lighted up 
tin* fairy scene willi a s)>lemior imly to be 
imagined. 

Tin* ll-h pond sparkled in 1 he moonlight, 
the li>h swam merrily about in the water, 
Old like (iglit gr< at, tiery ojxils gleamed the 
< y« s of tie- e:*t and her three kittens, ready 
aiul ripe for niiseliii f, and seemingly held 
buck by some powerfn! sitell. 

Ill tie large, open .-<|uare of the city was a 
• r.rioii- Mght. llassHii was leaning on the 


shouldtr oi a /oiiuve, and talking loudly and 
ge.^tieulating violently, u.sing his poor slumps 
to enr,-hasize his remarks, while a motley 
crew of all agies, sizes, sexes, and conditions 
were g.tlher' d about him. The paper bn- 
glide of Continentals, a little weak in tlie 
ancle.-, were standing in groups, listening to 
him but lakiiig no active part. The French 
Zouaves were w ith him enthusiastically, and 
so was every vagabond wlio had lost a limb 
in the service. The (nTinan (Irenadier.-, 
witli llieir big, iiiulTy caps, did not take much 
iiiiere.st in the matter, but escorted the prel- 
til st dolls about the parade ground, urging 
them to drink sliadow y beer out of phantom 
mugs, under the moonlit trees. But the 
red C'-ats gathered loyally about Prince Har¬ 
lequin, V iio, w ith his (iueen, Lily, an elegant 
china doil, remained within the fortress. To 
do them justice, neither of them changed 
color or feature on this trying oeca.sion, )nit 
it was noticed that Hu prince trembled, and 
that Lily had nearly laden from sheer terror, 
and wa.s only comforted by the assur.'incc 
that the red coats were sure to stand by tlu m 
to the last. 

Wilder grew the gestures of lliissan, as be 
went on in liis address to the motley crew 
before him. The children drew neat to 
listen. 

“So it has been since I first was taken 
from my native land, I was a prince there. 
My Aral) mare wa- the handsonu*st of all 
the four-footed ehiltlren of the desert ; but 
a chance tumhU-. cruslied lier to atoms, and 
I was degraded. 1 wa.s a slave to niun, and 
forced to drive an elejihant—a iniseniblc, 
cloth-and-bran creatin e. 1 hoped she w ould 
soon rip, and she did. I saw licr empty hide 
tossed upon the shelf, and I was glad. Her 
bran was scattered aliout, and tlie mice ale 
it, and 1 w us glad. My troubles had only 
just begun. A wrelelied human creature, 
with no more heart than I have myself, let me 
drop from his clumsy fingers lo Hie hearth, 
and my liead rolled into Hie ashes. I w iHitd 
it had been his own. But I gave him a look 
as I fell w liicli should have told him w hound 
what 1 am; but he only said, 

“ * What a dr«ill expressior. Hie tiling has.’ 

“The tiling, indeed! One by one my 
liinb-: are mutilated, and I am left as you set*. 
Yet 1 hr.ve such clay aa kings are made ot \n 
my body, and in my brain the w isdom of the 
Ar.ibie .-aue-. And you, too, have suvfered ! 
T’are one among you who has lau 

lo-t lii.iirs in lliis detested serv'.e. Shall w .• 
longer salmiit. Shall w e not ri against our 
oppt es^i^r^—tlies'* boys—w )io d " 
tlh*y w ill, for a day, and then It 
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gotten for days tocrotber, or drag us to light 
only to persecute us further? Once we were 
permitted to live in the nursery, and now we 
are left in this dark attic. True, we are In 
favor just now, but how long will it last ? 
Soon a new toy will supersede us, the rats 
will take our clothes and furniture for nests, 
the kittens will roll us down between the 
Joists In their rude play, and that will be the 
end of us. And, w orst insult of all, Harlc- 
qiun is to be king. A paltry fellow’, whose 
trick of jumping is his only accomplisment, 
whose only charm is his tine clothes, while I 
have the clay of kings in my form.” 

As he spoke, his wicked black eyes rolled 
about the assemblage with the most venom¬ 
ous expression, which seemed to perfectly 
enrage the crowd. Cries arose, 

*• tiown with Harlequin? Long live llas- 
san. King of Toyland?” 

Loud grew the uproar. The Zouaves cried 
to be led to the field; the French Guard 
bang the Marseillaise. 

“ Down with Harlequin ! Down with the 
boys! Let us stick our iMiyoncts in their 
f«*ct. Let us lie in their way and sprain their 
ancles as they tread on us 1” 

Here the din he«'aine so hideous that 
nothing further could be heard. The Led- 
coats formed a hollow square inside the for- 
t^e^s about the Harkviuln’s Lily, the senti¬ 
nels were doubled, and the drum beat a 
general c.ail to arms, when suddenly there 
fell a hush upon the multitude—a lull in the 
storm. 

A little, old woman, so very old that she 
was bent nearly double, tottered forward, 
leaning on a cane. 8toi)\>ing near a tree, she 
leaned against it for a moment, and turning 
her aged face, wrinkled till it resembled an 
old hickory nut more than anything else, 
she raised her stick, and made signals that 
she desired to .speak. This it was that h.ad 
laid so sudden a slillne.ss upon the crowd. 

“ Listen to me, young pc'»ple !” she cried, 
in a thin, quavering voice, “ 1 am very old, 
md know the world. You do not, it isydain, 
or yon w’onld not be biting olT your own 
noses, such of yon as have any left, to raise 
such a riot as this. Do not most of you 
owe your very existence to then’ very boys 
whom yon so shmder? and wrre we not :i!l 
of us created that w’e might amuse and 
instruct them? That is the very thing for 
which we were sent from Germany and 
France, and what Sjinta Claus brought us 
for, and what the mothers and aunties 
and cousins got us for. I wonder how 
many babies my stories have pleased, 
how many my songs put to sleep. I couldn't 


begin to toll; and J think It has given me 
some right to speak out a word for my human 
friends. As for Hassan's speech, I must say 
it comes with a very ill grace from him, for 
since I have had charge of the glue cure, he 
has been there most of the time under treat- 
m(*nt, and by the way his head shakes, he 
ought to be there this moment. 1 have 
heard he has been to the paste cure, too, and 
some of it must have affected his brain, for a 
sillier speech I never heard in my life. Why 
can’t he stick to the rcgnlnr glue practice.” 

” Because it wont stick to him,” whispered 
Frank to Milly. 

“But what I want to say Is this,” con¬ 
tinued the old woman, “that if the boys 
play with us rather roughly, it is all in good 
faith, and they feel badly enough when any 
of us arc broken or lost, or have to be taken 
ff) the hospital. That is not all. The boj’s 
arc themselves subject to some very large 
boys and girls, who move them around very 
much as w e are moved round, and they have 
to obey them, too. They dare not d(» any¬ 
thing those great children think is not best 
for them. I haven’t lived all my life in a 
garfct. I w’as once a parlor ornament. I 
had an apartment of my own, with a tlre- 
placc, a table, a clock, a library, and a eat. 

I bad also a pair of .spectacles, wliich eiiahlcd 
me to see many very c.xtraordinary things. 
Shall I tell yon what I saw ?” 

And the silence was very great, for In Toy- 
land there is a great respect for age. But 
just at this point the aged speaker w as hci/.ed 
with a violent fit of coughing, so severe the 
apprehensions w’cre excited lest slie shtndd 
shake her head entirely off; and as slie was 
much prostrated hv it, a .small iron rocking 
chair w’as brought for her to re.'^t and recover 
herself in. 

In this fnten al, the tortoise - sliell cat 
appeared to be w aking up to a sense of what 
was going on about her. She got uji and 
shook off her kittens, .stretching herself out 
both ways ns she did so, and approached her 
venerable friend. 

“ M‘'w !” remarked puss, by w'ay of clear¬ 
ing her throat; “ I am very sorry tliat Dame 
Tr(d s< ems unable to tinish her exec llont 
nMieirks. She has been a kind and faithful 
frn-nd to all of my race, and as ^he seems 
too\\«'aryto say much more, even though 
her e(U!gh is hotter, I want to toll a little of 
what I know of tho'io ohildron wlio sroni to 
hav4' injurod Has-^-an so deeply. Now, before 
I had so many family cares that iny tlmi* was 
T4‘ly t.nken np. I was a parlor eat—a ]M ivi- 
b-g‘'(l jHT.^on, uUli my own <MiNhion and -:iu^ 
ccr. T<»nen-:iw .-trang* tilings. Tho^e great 
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children, of whom Dame trot spoke, are per¬ 
fectly familiar to me, and are my personal 
friends. When I heard Hassan urge his 
lame, blind, crippled, and maimed crew to 
rise and assert their independence, I laughed 
80 hard that I nearly pushed Tabby junior 
down between the joists. Why, he can’t 
.stir, unless the boys help him, any night in 
the year but this! Ha, ha, ha! The boys 
have to depend on the big children for what 
they cat and wear, and for leave to do what 
they want to. They can’t even come to play 
with us, if the big children don’t think it 
best. And the strangest part of it is, that 
I have often seen those big children get down 
on their knees and talk in a soft, low voice 
to someone that I could not see or hear, and 
1 don’t believe they could, either, and tell 
Him how poor and weak they’d be without 
His help, and how they looked to Him for 
everything they needed. And they made 
Him hear, somehow, for the things they 
asked for always came. And they asked 
Him if He wouldn’t let them come and live 
with Him, sometime, and to make them bet¬ 
ter, so that they might be more like Him. 
They seemed to think it certain that some¬ 
time there would be a change, and that they 
would go to live with Him. Now I don’t 
pretend to be much. I am not a doll, nor 
even a toy. I am only a cut, and shall die 
when my time comes. After that I may be 
a pie, or a flower bed, or a muff and tippet; 
or I may be fiddle strings, and make better 
music after I am dead than I did when alive. 
But while I am living, people, big and little, 
take care of me, and feed me and my kittens. 
And they take care of j’ou, too. Don’t look 
so wickedly at me, Hassan, or I’ll knock 
your wicked old head off again ! Just tell 
your bugler to stop blowing his horn and 
frightening Prince Harlequin and his w’ife to 
death i What’s the good of wasting your 
holiday night in quarreling. I want you, 
Mister Hassan, to take Dame Trot in charge, 
and Mr. British Grenadier to take Red Rid- 
inghood, and the rest of you to follow, and 
come with me to my jungle, where I have a 
little supper for you. Don’t hang back and 
sulk, Hassan, there’s enough for all, and to 
spare. I’ve a jar of sour milk and broad for 
your special eating, and a fine young rat^ 
smothered in cream, with catnip sauce, and 
buttered cheesecakes for dessert. And if I 
hear of any of you raising a complaint 
against our young folk, or old folk, I’ll let 
my kittens loose among you, and you’ll wish 
the children would come to your help. Now 
to supi)er 1” 

^ Now toys are not so very unlike people as 


they seem. Most of them are the better for 
occasional filling up in some way ; and one 
fellow, who was a Matchsafe before his feet 
and hat were broken off, declared he had not 
been so empty since last Fourth of July ; and 
he winked at Dame Trot, who had now re¬ 
covered from her cough, entirely, and they 
all w’cnt out together to supper. 

They ate and drank together; they had all 
the roast rat they could eat; they had frica- 
seed mice and (I grieve to state it) a robin 
pie, wiilch even Madam Lily did not wholly 
disdain. Harlequin particularly enjoyed a 
grasshopper slew', which, on the principle of 
eating a part to strengthen a part, was sup¬ 
posed to greatly increase his natural activity, 
so that when, a little later, the catnip tea 
got into his head, he gave an entertainment 
to the company ; and on the principle that 
he w'ho makes the most fun is the best fellow. 
Harlequin won golden opinions from every¬ 
body. Dame Trot told all her old stories 
over, and everyone was in a most capital 
humor w'ith themselves. 

Only one accident occurred to mar the 
general hilarity of the occasion. Stimulated 
by the excellent supper and enlivened by the 
valerian rout of which they had been allowed 
just for once to partake, the three great kit¬ 
tens got into the gayest of ft olics. They led 
the German, they danced the Lancers, and 
forced Hassan, sorely against his will, to 
dance it with them. And this it was that 
w as so sad. In the figure of the Lancers, 
where everybody bows, Hassan did low 
incline his head, and sorrowful to relate, IT 
PELL OFF ! This was too much for the kit¬ 
tens— they jumped and scrambled, they 
fought and clawed and hustled each other, 
and finally Brindle, in a sudden w'hisk, tossed 
it dow n between the joists and the plaster 
and lath. 

A dead silence reigned over the late lively 
scene. 

“ Long live Harlequin, Prince of Toyland!” 
cried the crowd, w ho did not see the teniblc 
scowl that the face of the fallen hero woie 
as it rolled into the hole. If they had—but 
never mind. 

Harlequin bowed and Lily courtesied ; and 
just then the “ General,” down in the bam, 
crowed loudly. Down sank the toys, stiff 
and silent; the cate only purred ; and the 
children stole softly back to their beds. 

Nobody bad missed them, for Susan was 
snoring like a sleeping locomotive, and the 
house was as still as a churchyard. And 
w'hen the children woke, they could haidly 
believe that it had not been a dream. But 
it could hardly have been so, for they both 
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saw it, and what one omitted, the other 
supplied. 

But they learned many things from the 
Tision of the Tays. They learned that how¬ 
ever proud and independent one may be, that 
there is always somebody to whom they owe 
their care and comfort, and that there is One 
to whom even papa and mamma must look 
for help and counsel. And that evening, 
when it was too late to sew, and too early 
for lamplighting, mamma took Milly on her 
lap, and Aunt Hatty took Frankie, and as it 
was too early to go to bed, mamma told 
them a splendid story, which, some time, 
maybe, 1 will tell to you. 


A GHOST STORY. 

BT OBOBOB COOPEf. 

O tell me a nice, pretty story 
Aboat some hobgoblin or ghost. 

For, of all the good stories yoa tell me, 
rd like that, dear papa, the most. 

Then climb on my knee, little darling, 

And mind you are still as a mouse. 

While I tell of a ghost I encountered 
One evening in this very house. 

Out doors it was wild and forbidding. 

And storm fiends were howling around; 

And deeper and deeper and deeper. 

The snow drifts were heaping the ground. 

1 plodded up town in the darkness, 

Nor heeded the wind's angry shout; 

Tet thought I, if ghosts ever wander. 

This night they will surely be out. 

1 longed so to meet you and mamma. 

And all thro' the pitiless storm, 

1 am sure it was thinking about you 
That kept me so happy and warm. 

The snow never stopped for a minute, 

The winds never bated their spite; 

And O how my heart leaped within me. 
When I saw my own sweet window light I 

One moment I paused in the hall way— 

The light was uncertain—and yet 

I saw at the top of the staircase 
A sight I shall never forget 

A silent form looking upon me, 

Pure white from the head to the feet I 

With fair hair drooped over its shoulders— 
A ghost! every item complete ! 

And still, as I went up the stairway, 

This airy form glided before; 

Then it scampered away in the darkness. 
And fled thro' an opening door. 

Ugh 1 how you were frightened, dear papa! 
Why, no! can't you guess, little pet f 

It was you in your white cap and nightgown, 
And that's all the ghost that I met! 


THE PEOPLE IN MY WATCH. 

BT TH03 K. BEECHER. 

** Let me out I I want to stretch! I am 
smothering I I’m all curled up and coippled. 
Let me out, I say!” 

Of course I couldn’t write any more, when 
I heard such cries of distress close by me on 
the table. 

“ I say, let me out, I can’t stand it!” 

And I found that the voice was from 
inside a splendid watch that lay on my table 
—one of the best watches that I ever knew. 
Keep it wound up, and it will run a year 
without losing half a minute. The man that 
had it before me, said it hadn’t varied fifteen 
seconds in a year. It was one of the ‘‘ Ray¬ 
mond ” watches, such as they make out at 
Elgin, in Illinois. 

Of course I was surprised to hear cries of 
distress coming from so good a watch. I 
thought that the inside works of a good 
watch were contented. Pray, where shall 
we find contentment, if not In a watch, 
where everything is so smooth and clean and 
regular, and keeps on going without any 
fuss or dust; enough to do every second, 
and not a bit too much. 

“I say, do you hear? Let me out! I 
can’t turn. I can’t stretch.” 

The voice came from the Mainspring, I 
found, by listening closely at a little hole 
that is left in the mainspring barrel, through 
which the teeth talked back to the Main¬ 
spring. You see the hole was left there to 
put oil in, or to look through, or to talk 
through, or something. It was a half-round 
hole in Mainspring’s ” prison,” as he called 
it. And so the Teeth of the spring barrel 
spoke back— 

“ O, keep quiet, keep quiet! We can’t get 
along any faster than we do. We let you 
uncurl once a day. Wliat more can you 
ask ?” 

“ Well, but let me stretch out now. Let 
me jump. Let me spin and break things. I 
feel as if I could.” 

** O, we can’t move,” said Teeth, “ any 
better than you can. You strain on us, and 
we strain on the pinion of the Center wheel. 
I am sure we wish that Centerwhecl would 
turn faster, but he w'on’t. His teeth come 
round—we have got pretty well acquainted 
with them now—they come round about onoe 
an hour. They won’t hurry.” 

“ Well,” said Mainspring, ** punch ’em 
up! punch ’em up! Let’s have things 
moving.” 
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“ We’re doing our beet. But, ae you say 
80 , we’ll talk to them as they come round. 
I eay, Centerwheel, can’t you hurry up a 
little?” 

” Why, bless you,” answered Centerwheel, 
“ don’t you see that we have to wait on 
Thirdwheel ? You are all the while driving 
us up, and we go as fast as we can, but we 
can’t hurry up this everlasting slow coach 
of a Thirdwheel. It goes along in little bits 
of jerks. There is something or other beyond 
it that makes a click-clack once in so often, 
just enough to make one wish it would go 
more. Jolly I I wish I was Thirdwheel. I’d 
let her rip, and have a good time.” 

“Well,” said Centerwheel, “pass it on. 
Find out what is the matter.” 

So they passed it on till it came to Escape- 
wheel, with its few and funny teeth—only 
eight or ten of them. But it was a beautiful 
wheel, and very delicate, and it kept playing 
with two jewels, hitting one and then hitting 
the other; and as soon as they w'ere hit, 
they would dodge back out of the way ; and 
ike jewels couldn’t tell why they were dodg¬ 
ing so regularly. 

“ They heard tell,” they said, “ of a Wig- 
W'ag, that did nothing all day long but go 
wig-wag up there on top of us all, having 
such a good time—he just goes round once 
in one direction, and then dances round 
In the other direction—doesn’t have to 
go on regularly, the way we do. It’s a 
real good time he has up there on top of 
us all!” 

“ Down with him !” said Mainspring. 

“Put him down !” said Teeth. 

“ Kill him !” said Pinion. 

“ Let me out I” 

“Let us up!” 

“ Let’s run!” 

But the teeth were strong, and the pinions 
sound, and they couldn’t get away from 
each other. 

Back and forth went the Balance, which 
they called Wig-wag. And when the grum¬ 
blers down below' held their tongues a minute, 
and were hard at w ork. Balance meiisurcd 
off his words regularly, and said, 

“ I, too, go in the dark. I am lonely here. 
1 go one w ay, I go back; I go the same w ay, 
I go back. I don’t know w hat I do it for. 
I am shut in as much as you. Y’ou drive 
me, and I am driven. What it’s all for, I’m 
sure I can’t tell. A watch is a very great 
mystery!” 

Then they held a watch council. They 
6to])ped complaining and quarreling, and 
scoldnur t ach other, and the question they 
tslkfcJ was— 


“ What are we for, anyway ? What 
is a watch? We are all shut in here, 
and we can’t get out. What arc we for, 
anyway?” 

^ they began to look along back from 
wheel to wheel, till they came to Center- 
wheel again, and he said, 

“Mj long axle sticks out through the 
watch, and I dont know what’s on the other 
end of me. It goes out through, and, now 
and then, I see a little light coming in from 
that direction. What is done out there Pm 
sure I can’t tell.” 

“ That’s the way with me, too,” said little 
Fourthwheel. “One of my pivota is long, 
and reaches out through a little hole, and a 
little light comes in now' and then, but what 
it’s all for, I’m sure I don’t know.” 

“ Well, what is it for?” said Mainspring. 

“ What?” said Thirdwheel. 

And they all kept on working, wondering 

WHAT? 

So I took up the watch and went with it 
down to our observatory. It was a beau¬ 
tiful evening. I looked at the hands on 
the face of the w'atch, and then I looked 
through the telescope of the transit instru¬ 
ment, waiting for a star that 1 should see 
before long. 

Pretty soon the star camo sailing in toward 
the spider lines in the telescope. I held the 
watch to my ear, and began to count the 
half seconds. I noted exactly the time 
wiien the star touched the spider lines in the 
telescope. And w hen the star had got across 
them all. I corrected the tigures and lookc^d 
at my watch—my beautiful Elgin watch — 
and found it thirteen seconds slow. Main¬ 
spring and tw'o wheels ha^ been listening 
and wondering, and when I said “ thirteen 
seconds slow,” Mainspring whispered to 
Balance, 

“ Ask him ! ask him what is going on there 
outside.” 

St> Balance ticked out to me, “ ‘Thirteen 
seconds .slow,’ what is that, sir ?” 

“ Don’t you know what a watch is for?” 
said I. 

“ No,” said Balance. 

“ Why, every time the stars seem to go 
round us once, your hour hand must go 
round twice. So it will make no ditferenee 
whether I measure a year by your hands, 
that you stick out for me to look at, or by 
the great stars that God gave me to look at. 
And w'hen I get a watch that goes regularly, 
according to God’s stars, then I call it a 
good watch.” 

“ Is that what we are for?” said Balance. 

“ Yes,” said I, “ that's what you are fur— 
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lo go regularlj^ according to God’s stars, and 
help nic to go regularly. And 1 help ni> 
boys und girls lo go regularly.” 

Can you see out?” asked Balance. 

“ Not very far,” 1 answered. 

” Do you want to know whai you arc for ?” 
isked Balance. 

‘‘Yes, I wish I did,” I answered. 

‘‘ Can you ever tind out ?” 

** Yes, 1 .shall know when somehody away 
op outside tells me, the way I told you.” 

“ What did you say we were for, sir?” 

“To go round with God’s stars.” 


Balance said to Fourtlnvheel, ‘‘ We keep 
lime with the stars.” 

And Fourtliwheel said to Third, ” We keep 
time with the slurs.” 

And so they passed it back, till they got 
to Mainspring in his barrel, and told him, 
” We keep time with the stars.” 

‘‘O, is that it?” said he. “Well, then I 
will pull away as hard as I cjin.” 

And ever since that night, no matter when 
I choose to listen, I hear them singing inside 
my watehcase, ‘‘ We keep step with Vie stars. 
BV ktip step with the stars.'^ 



I'MK LAND OK DitLAMS. 

HV Ma.<». EMILY HCNTl.NaTON mLLER. 


The day is done—the quiet r<)«>m 
1 h folded in the twilight gloom. 

Save where the fading (uuherH flirow 
Prom their red heart a tender glow. 
Lighting with soft and tr.inqnil grace 
The ro.xy dreamer's dimpled face. 
And re!*ting. like a halo fair. 

On the old grandameV silver h.air. 
Like du!*ky armies on the wall. 

The wavering sl..'jd(.\^ s ri^'O und fal. ; 


The clock ticks out its stc.ady chime. 
The cricket chirps in merry rhyme, 
.\ij(l hidden tongues of clUn choir 
Make fairy mnsic in the lire. 

S )f ly the gates of sleep unfold. 

The clondy g.at<‘s of pearl and gold, 
And they two wander, hand in hand, 
Into til ' pleir.ant twilight land. 

The sil ‘Ut h’^nl of dr-'-ims, that lies 
H Wi .'11 Oui' World and Paratlise. 
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UNCLE BILL’S SECOND LETTER. 

Sorrento, Italy. 

Dear Freddy and Bob: You remember how, 
all last year, when you had wakened me in 
the morning, we always flung open the Ve- 
nitian shutters of my room and looked down 
into the street, and saw the baker with his 
push cart, and heard its thump against the 
curbstone ; and the passenger horse car, as it 
came jingling along; and the people hurry¬ 
ing by to market, with baskets on their arms. 
Bob used to wish the street was all ice, so 
that he could skate to school, and Fred 
longed for it to be a river, that he might go 
in a boat. 

Now here in this Albergodcl Tasso, where 
I live, the chambermaid comes to tap at my 
door and throw open ray windows. And a 
very droll chambermaid indeed; for he wears 
a smoking cap with a silver tassel, and has a 
white apron over black trousers, and carries 
a whisk under his arm. You will guess it is 
a man, and you are right ; for it is quite 
usual in this country for men to make the 
beds and do the housework. 

Well, I go to the window and look down, 
and always feel a little surprise that In place 
of cobble stones and brick pavement, the 
calm water of the bay is beneath me, and 
gently rippling up against the foot of the 
clilf, directly below. For you must know' 
that our hotel is built on the top of a cliff 
that rises from the water higher than a house. 
And then all is so still! The only sounds I 
hear are the voices of some bare-legged ttsh- 
ermen, who are moving about on a little 
beach a few yards up the sliore. I should 
know' them to be flshermcn or boatmen, by 
the red woolen cap they wear, even if I did 
not see them spreading their net’s to dry 
along the narrow beach. I can see the water 
washing up over the pebbles and stones, but 
it is too far down for me to hear it splash. 

As I look across the bay, several miles 
over, I can see many beautiful places in the 
clear, morning light. You have heard of 
some of them, but I am not going to tell 
you anything whatever about them to-day. 
1 w'ill only say that the great volcano Vesu¬ 
vius is not very far ofl*, and is smoking aw'ay 
almost os hard as it does in the colored print 
you have at home ; and that the buried city 
of PoraiMjii is only a half-day’s ride from 
here, and there I mean to go before long, to 
watch the workmen strike their spades Into 
the ashes and dirt, and expose to the light 
of day a house that has been buried in dark¬ 
ness for eighteen hundred years. 

Yesterday morning, I looked out toward 


the little l^each and saw five or six boats 
draw'n up to the shore. The largest, which 
had a mast and sail, looked like a market 
boat, and was loaded w ith oranges. Three 
women sat in the stem, who appeared to be 
sorting the fruit, as from time to time they 
threw' large ones into the water. I supposed 
on<5 of these boats was for us that day, for 
the Prince had promised to take me to the 
island of Capri, to show' me a wonderful 
grotto, w'hich has the sea for its floor, and a 
blue dome for its roof. I w’as very curious 
to visit this strange cave, which they said 
was under the island, and could only be 
entered from the .sea through a small hole 
at the foot of a precipice. So I hurried down 
stairs to an early breakfast, but before 1 fin¬ 
ished it, the Prince arrived. We lost no 
time in getting off, as we had a long day’s 
work before us. We went dowm the cliff by 
a sort of stairway, and soon reached the 
water’s edge, where the boats were. 

The three women were still sorting the 
oranges, and I found that the huge, yellow 
ones, which they seemed to waste by throw¬ 
ing in the w'ater, were pithy inside and good 
for nothing. One of the w'oinen, with a 
good-natured smile, offered me three or four 
solid ones, and motioned for me to put them 
in the basket the Prince carried in his hand. 

I accepted, and on lifting the lid, saw that 
he had already put in it a cold chicken, some 
sandwiches, a tiny tumbler of jelly, and a 
bottle of light wine, which he said was made 
from his own vineyard seven years before. 

Four boatmen were waiting by one of the 
boats. We all stepped in and pushed oflE^ 
and soon their oars made the boat fly along 
the W’ater. Presently Santa Severina, for 
that was the name of the Prince, jxiinted 
back at something over my head. I turned, 
and could plainly see, a quarter of a mile 
back, the Albergo del Tasso, in which I live, 
standing on the very edge of the precipice, 
and seeming almost to overhang the w’atcr. 

“ The room in which Tasso, the poet, waa 
born, and which overlooked the sea, has 
disappeared,” he said. 

” What I has it fallen ?” 1 asked. 

” Either fallen or pulled down, because it 
would no longer stand, the waves have so 
washed aw'ay the cliff,” he answered. 

I am sure that Fred has read about the 
Crusade, in his history book, but I want him 
to know that Tasso wrote a very long poem 
describing the conquest of Jerusalem by the 
heroic Godfrey of Bouillon. He tells of bat¬ 
tles, of sieges, of valiant deeds and romantic 
incidents ; of the bravery and virtue of God¬ 
frey, and of the terribly hard time his armies 
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had to drive away the Saracens from the 
Holy Sepulchre. And all this in such melo- 
dcous language, that the Italians broke it 
up into ballads and songs, which they Learned 
by heart and sang for nearly two centuries. 
This is an epic poem, and Tasso named it 
“Jerusalem Delivered.’’ You can easily 
remember that an epic poem is one that nar¬ 
rates stirring events and great exploits, and 
is written in a grand and elevated style, and 
mostly fills a book. Quite different, you 
sec, from the “ Village Blacksmith,’’ or the 
“Children’s Hour,” which Bob know’s by 
heart. 

You will see why Tasso chose Godfrey for 
his hero, w'hen I tell you that shortly after 
the capture of Jerusalem, the armies elected 
him king of that city; but Godfrey of Bouil¬ 
lon said he would not wear a crown in the 
place where Christ was cro\Tncd with thorns. 
He w^ould not be King of Jerusalem, but 
simply Guardian of (he, Holy Sepulchre. 

Godfrey, they say, was noted for his mild¬ 
ness, but it seems to me that he would have 
shown much more mildness, if, like a good, 
quiet duke, he had stayed at home to take 
care of his people in Lorraine, instead of 
marching them into Palestine to slaughter 
thousands of Saracens. 

Tasso never stayed long in the beautiful 
place where he was bom. He passed most 
of his life with great cardinals and princes, 
and while with them he wrote and became 
famous. They were very proud of him, and 
loved hU company, but he had a wretched, 
melancholy life of it, after all. Things went 
all WTong and vexatiously with him for a 
while, and he was slandered by some envious 
people. At one time, while li\ing at the 
court of a powerful duke, he grew so strange 
and melancholy on this account, that the 
dnke shut him in prison as a madman, and 
kept him there several years. This was very 
arbitrary behavior, to be sure, hut dukes had 
a way of doing os they pleased, in old times. 
I am sure, if the Governor of Massachusetts 
were to clap Mr. Longfellow or Mr. Whittier 
into jail, if cither happened to show symp¬ 
toms of sadness, that wc should make a 
great ado about it until he was let out. I 
must confess, however, that Tasso, in a fit 
of anger, once drew his sword on a servant 
of the duke’s household, whereupon the 
duke said he was mod. And so I think very 
likely ho waa, in one sense. At last he was 
released, but he fell sick, and w'as taken into 
a convent at Rome by some kind-hearted 
monks, and there he died, while lying one day 
under a tree In the garden of the convent. 

All these things that I have told you, we 


talked about while the boat was going along 
fast in smooth water. But now she began to 
rock a little, for we were by that time out in 
the straits between the mainland and the 
island, and could feel the smart breeze blow’- 
iog in from the sea. We had now lost sight 
of the white houses and gray cliffs of Sor¬ 
rento, while before us the big mountains on 
Capri grew near and distinct. On we went, 
and were opposite the Capri beach in two 
hours from starting ; but the boatmen signi¬ 
fied that we were not to stop here, by mo¬ 
tioning with their heads toward the north- 
w'estem end of the island. Here the moun¬ 
tains rose above our heads like the stone 
wall of a fortress. As we pulled along this 
natural w all, I kept a sharp lookout for the 
hole that leads into the cavern. Presently 
I saw ahead of us five or six little row boats, 
each with a man sitting in it, doing nothing 
in the w’orld but holding the oars idly in the 
water, while the boats roqked about in an 
absurd manner. Each man w ore on his head 
a dirty, woolen cap, shaped to a point, like 
the liberty cap, you know, with the end 
hanging over. 

All at once they set up a shout, and dash¬ 
ing their oars into the w'ater, pulled toward 
us with might and main. When they met 
us, they rowed round and round our boat as 
w'c slid along, and shouted and screamed at 
us all the time, but I couldn’t understand a 
word they said. Suddenly we stopped, and 
the Prince pointed over the side of the boat 
to the shore, and there, plain enough, was 
the hole, in the foot of the cliff, which led 
into the grotto. I then found out what the 
noisy boatmen wanted. W^e must push 
through that low entrance in a boat, and 
ours was too big. So these fishermen, who 
knew w'c must hire one of their little boats, 
thought that the fellow w’ho could make the 
most noise would get the job. They pressed 
up around us, and screamed and pushed and 
shoved each other in such a violent way that 
I thought the next instant they would fall 
to fighting and get knocked into the water. 
I was quite alarmed for a minute, but the 
Prince only laughed, and quietly held up his 
finger to a little, old man, whose boat was 
pushed back. Instantly all the rest stopped 
their clatter, and shoving their boats off, 
floated around again as quiet as mice. 

Santa Severina stepped into the little boat 
first, then, as I was following, he told me to 
hand in the lunch basket, in case we should 
be locked In the grotto by the waves for an 
hour or two. 

“ Gracious!” said 1, “ Is there any danger 
of that?” 
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“The wind blew from the north, last 
night,” he replied, “ and the wave& are still 
washing into the entrance, wliich is only 
three feet high.” 

1 took my seat beside him, and with a few 
strokes the old man brought us near the 
rock, and there, sure enough, were the long, 
green billows sliding up and tossing their 
white foam against the lop of the arch. 
Watching his chance as the wave rolled back 
and left the oi)ening clear, he gave a tug at 
the oars and scut the bow' of the boat into 
the hole. We had to lie down, but putting 
our hands up against the arch of the rock, 
gave her a shove that sent us through into 
the silent grotto. 

Once w'itliiu, we found ourselves in a fairy 
cavern, just as fine as any in the Arabian 
Nights. A beautiful, blue dome for a roof, 
with blue walls, and smooth, blue water, on 
which w e floated. The sunlight can come in 
only at one place, and that is the narrow 
hole through which we pushed our boat. 
We row ed to the opposite side of the grotto, 
and from there it looked like a circular win* 
dow'. Such a lovely color, and such a 
strange, lonely place! I thought, as I looked 
round ; w hen, to my astonishment, I saw a 
young man seated on a broken ledge of rock 
at one side of the grotto. In front of him, 
his boat was floating, and on the leug(‘ of it 
he rested one of his bare feet. They said he 
would strip and swim about for a small sum 
of money, and that his body would appear a 
silvery color. Quickly I pulled out several 
friinc.s, and said he should have them, lie 
kicked otf his loose clothes, and was in the 
water in no time. There, to my delight and 
surprise, wus a .‘•ilvcr man, swimming n>und 
and round our boat. One minute he would 
make the water splash and foam, and the 
next he would dive down deep under the 
surface, and swim olf quietly. Ins silvery 
body shining and gleaming in the clear, bine 
water. 

Wlien he thought he liad played silver fish 
long enough, lie enine out and dressed in 
such elothes as he had, trousers, check shirt, 
and red cap. T tlum ['aid him, and began to 
think it was time logo ; so wc moved slowly 
a<To-s, taking a good-bye look at the blue 
vault as we came near the little door in the 
rock. The fiillows were still gliding in and 
sjjinshing against tlie top of the little arch. 
When the wave draws back and leaves the 
hole el<*5ir, llien i^ onr time, yon know\ W^e 
waited a minute, w'ith the bow pointed 
straiirbt for the liole. 

“ Now for it!” I said, as wc dropped down, 
while- the boatman gave a mighty pull at 


the oars that made the skiff quiver as it shot 
forward. But, alas! the old man was a 
moment too late, or there was a wave too 
soon, for, as we entered the arch, a sort of 
double-headed billow, larger than ever, came 
rolling and beating through, and struck the 
stem of our boat upward hard against the 
rock, and surging over into the skifl‘, half 
filled her. Nearly choked and blinded, we 
rose up suddenly, and in doing so, upset the 
boat. The first thought that came iiAo my 
head, when 1 found myself swimming, w as, 
“ how very cold the water must have btH'n 
for the silver man!” A stroke or two 
brought me to the side, and scrambling up 
on a ledge of rocks, I looked across, and 
saw that Santa Severina had already done 
the same on the other side. He sat there, a 
dripping, doleful traveler. The boatman 
was treading water, and coaxing his skill, 
bottom upward, toward the rocks. Wo 
then helped him, and soon got it right 
side up. 

I resolved, how’cvcr, as I was quite drench¬ 
ed, to swim out. I grasped the edge of the 
rock, as the billow splashed in, and the 
instant it slid back, I darted w ith it, and by 
a push or two at the sides, was out6ide in a 
minute. The Prince followed me, and our 
big boat picked us u]>. It wais then that the 
shocking fact first came over me, that our 
lunch basket was sunk and forever gone 

“ Yes, jelly, chicken, and all, sunk in thirty 
feet of w'atcr,” said the Prince. 

lie comforted me by telling me that we 
could land dow n below, and ride on a donkey 
to the Hotel Tiberio, in a short time, wh* iv 
we might go to bed while our clothes dried, 
and then have a good dinner. We were 
wet that we couldn’t w ait for the <jld man to 
row out, so we left word for him to come to 
the landing for his money, which we doubled 
in amount because of his ducking. 

And now T have but little more to tell you 
to-day. W'o went ashore at the landing, 
mounted the donkeys, and rode up the path 
tow ard the hotel. When I tell you we found 
the hotel was kept by an Englishw'oman, you 
w ill giu ss .‘-lie made us drink some hot negus 
at onee, and had us rubbed down bj* a se? 
vaiit. There was a Gennan Professor here, 
who wore .--pectaelcs, and two young Eng¬ 
lishmen, who eaine to sketch. They instiinlly 
<q>ened tlu ir valises for us, and we soon were 
fitted with dry clothes. W’o had a capital 
dinner, including some broiled quail, instead 
of the chicken now sunk in the waters ol the 
Blue Grotto. 

Of course we had to stay till next day, as 
we couldn’t sail hc'nie iu damp clot In a, *o 
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we spent our time in climbinic about the 
ruins of TiberiusS palace on the toj> of Capri. 
That tinatlfully-wicked, old emperor knew 
what was b» autiful, lor from palace win¬ 
dows he bad tlie loveliest views in Uie world 
So thtnijihl the youn:; En;ullshmen, who were 
silliuic on t he sloiu » sk<telnn^ pictures; and 
the German professor, wlm Wiuit pokim; 
amon;; the ruins to write a book about them, 
pndjably thoui^ht so, loo. 

E-irly next moruinij: we started from the 
lamlin^, and tiuuiich the wind aero>s the 
.-Iraits v.as a little against us, we roundetl 
111'*. ])nmiontory by Sorrento in two Inmrr* 
and a quarter, and soon after were sent»‘d 
under the orani;e trees of the AU)er^o del 
lassO. 

And now, boys, irood niiiht! and remeni- 
tter, that as 1 shall b«^ travelini; a week from 
now, you will in>t be tired out so(»n auain 
with such a loim hdter from U^cuE Bile. 

SEAllCfl FOR THE 1K)EV GRAIL. 

nv MRS. 11. n. r. ra nn. 

A boy sat musins: beneath a shady tree, 
imu seemed so ab.sorlied in thoui^ht that the 
l>eautiea of the summer afternoon were all 
unheeded For he had been readini^ the 
(jiniint yci. beautiful story hieh has come 
down to u.H throuL^h th<> centuries, and, 
IhouLch inatiy hundred year.s old, has never 
lost its interest or siirnitleanee. It was the 
“ Legend of the Samrreal,” (»r Holy (irail— 
the cup out of which tin; Saviour drank at 
the. last supper with his disciples, uiul which, 
after hts death, was said to have been curried 
into England by Joseph of Ariinathea, and 
preserved at Glastojibury as a preeiou.s relic. 
It w.as ineiimbpiit upon its keepers to l>e 
noble and pure in cverv re'»peet, but one of 
them having broken his vow, tlm Holy Chip 
disiippeared liom the earth, no more lobe 
•‘cen by corrn]>t mortals. Years afterward, 
during the reign of the famous KiiigxVrlliiir, 
hi< bold Knights of the Round 1'able made 
it one of\heir favorite ])astim<’s to go in 
‘deart h of the tost enp, but th«-v w ere all un- 
suecessful exee])t Sir Galahad, w ho was call¬ 
ed the “ Malden Knight.” \V hen King xVr- 
Ihnr made him knight, lie sar i : 

“God mak(? Ihec good as lh'>u art hcauti- 
fid!” For in all the land Vlu re was none 
fairer than he, nor one set apart more ])lainly 
I'T .some high ami noble mission. This wa.s 
his story : 

One day, as the kiegiits of x\rlhiir’s court 
together in their li d'. a storin burst over 
heads, mingbii with a enieking of 


the roof, and a loud peal of thunder. In the 
thunder was a cry, and then there followed a 
daz/.Uiig beam of light, hrigliter than day, 
in the middle of which was seen the Holy 
Grail, )>assing down the hall. It wa.s envel¬ 
oped in a cloud ol lumiinius splendor, w hich 
prevented the knights fn»m seeing who car¬ 
ried it, and >o‘m it had vaiii.'*lied. A glorv 
seemed retlected on every taee, anfl, lilbd 
with wonder, they all arose and gaz( 4 a I one 
another in unite surpri.’^e. Bin, at length, 
Sir Galahad spoke, and said that hr had s^mmi 
the Holy Cup, through the my.'-tical cloud 
that covered it, and heard th<3 cry that was 
in tint thunder, mid w hirdi had saiil to him, 
”0, Gallahad, ami O, Gallahad, f(»llow me.” 

Aud, therefore, (lad in silver armor, the 
fair knight rod'- forlli on his quest, ami at 
last found the olijeed of their eager «ei!reh. 
To him alone w -.is it n vealed uncovered, and 
ever after, as long as he tamed upon eaitl), 
itwe’it beside him, nerving his arm forde d.s 
of Christian valor, iinlil he beeaim; a mighty 
champion for tie truth, and rode evetry where, 
overthrowing evil cusU'iii". and eoiujiu ring 
Pagan realin.s; victorious ovit evirything 
through the strength of th*' Holy Grail. 

And win-n his noble mission vvas accom¬ 
plished, it is said In- came to a high hill, 
wlioM* storm-wreathed simunit he. quickly 
gained, and found at il s !)a.M‘ a di-nial swamp, 
stret<-hing as far as tl"- ev could K-aeh, and 
s]>anmal by tiriilges bnid by an am ient king. 
As fa.-t as lie ero-Nsed tln se I bey .''pning into 
lire and vani-ln-d, while three titues above 
him tin- hi*a\'‘M> se'encl t<'()p(-n ami hia/e 
with lightning. 8<»nnds j>r ^weet mnsie fol- 
low'ed, ami shouting--, as if all the he ivi-nly 
hosts were rejoicing, ^oon he reached a 
great sea, wher»* a hoal received him, and 
bore him swiftly onward, his '-ilvt-r armor 
sinning with a starry radianee, while nve.r 
hiM head the holy ve-;.'-i I wa.s sn^p'-ndt d, 
luniinon.s, and ebilheil in white samite. 

Onward he ])n.>.sed, till lie. looked like a 
.star in the dislam-e, and [»:msed not until t-o 
reached a city ” with all its .sjilres and ga!e- 
w'ays in a glory like one pearl.” Tin- Holy 
Grail, from which the vail of wliite .suniile 
bad been withdrawn, now' gleamed bright ly, 
redder than any rose. and. uscemUng to the 
city, was taken witliin the gates never more 
to be seen by mortal men. Tliither, al-o, 
Sir Galahad entered, and was hai'ed w ilh :v 
Joyous welcome, and slnmts of ” Well done.” 
blended with Inir'-ts of halh-lujahs. ami 
tliank.sgiving.-. 

Sm li was the mysti(-al story over wni, li 
the hoy beneath I la- tree lay |>onde Irg. 
While it excit'd hi- inl'T' -l, it ai-o '^tionglv 
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aroused his curiosty, and a longing arose 
within him to discover why the knights of 
old had been so eager to undertake the 
search for the Sangreai, and of what it was 
symbolical. Memory brought before him 
“ The vision of Sir Launfal,” which he had 
also read, and it seemed to come up vividly 
before his sight, as, closing his eyes, he un¬ 
consciously fell asleep. 

It was a lovely morning in summer, when, 
from the gateway of an old, feudal castle, a 
knight rode forth on his noble steed, clothed 
in a goodly coat of mail, and bearing sword 
and lance. His head was erect, and his eye 
determined and fearless, for he was to com¬ 
mence a search for the Holy Grail, and had 
sworn never to return or seek repose until 
his task was accomplished. As he rode on¬ 
ward, a leper stood up before him and begged 
for alms. Turning away in disgust from tlie 
wretched suppliant, Sir Launfal flung him 
scornfully a gold piece, which the leper re¬ 
fused to lake, since it had not been bestowed 
in a better spirit. But the knight, unheed¬ 
ing, or thinking only of his search, hastened 
forward, and roamed over land and sea, after 
the sacred relic. The cup was, however, 
nowhere to be found, and old age overtook 
him while still unsuccessful. A sorrowful 
and broken-down man, he retraced his steps 
to the castle, to And another in the possession 
of his earldom, and himself an outcast and 
a beggar. But he had learned to compas¬ 
sionate the needy and suffering ones of earth, 
and so, as he stood shivering by the castle 
walls, one wintry night, and again met the 
leper he had once scornfully repulsed, he no 
longer turned proudly away, but fed him 
out of his own scanty store, and gave him to 
drink at a little brook that babbled near, 
and while he thus gently ministered to the 
necessities of the poor leper, lo! the counte¬ 
nance of the latter changed and became 
most glorious, while a light of radiant bright¬ 
ness filled the whole place ; a voice of thril¬ 
ling sweetness also addressed Sir Launfal, 
and said: 

“ Thou hast not helped the leper, but thy 
Saviour, for in supplying the necessities of 
the needy, and sharing what thou hast with 
another, canst thou most acceptably serve 
me. Search no longer for the Holy Cup, for 
it is here, right by thy side; for, as thou 
gavest me to eat and drink, so is the crust 
of bread we shared an emblem of my broken 
body, and the water procured from ycr.der 
brook, became it not as red wine, typiiymg 
my shed blood ? 

** For the holy pupper 1^ kept Indeed, 

In what we Phare with another's need. 


Who i^ives to others himself most rtuire. 

For the gift without the giver is bare.** 

Thus, as memory gave back to the dreaming 
youth Sir Launfal's vision, imagination suc¬ 
ceeded her, and gave to real incidents in 
history a form and coloring of her own, that 
they might further illustrate the search for 
the Holy Grail, and its hidden import. 
While the summer breezes floated over our 
young dreamer, visions of his own passed 
before him, and in spirit he was far in foreign 
lands. 

And first he gazed upon a battlefield in 
Spain. The combat had but recently taken 
place, for the ground was crimsoned in many 
places, and the groans of the wounded and 
dying proclaimed only too sadly the fact that 
this had been the work of that grim monster. 
War. Great guns were still throwing their 
iron hail, and shells their mad mines explod¬ 
ing, for the strife was not quite ended, and 
here and there messengers of death still sped 
on fatal errands. A little group of oflftcers 
and soldiers were gathered round a prostrate 
form, in a sheltered part of the grounds, for 
here lay one who, throughout the combat, 
had been in “ shape and gesture proudly 
eminent”—Sir Philip Sidney, the beloved 
and gallant commander. The suffering of 
the wounded man were extreme, and be 
longed for a drop of water to cool his parch¬ 
ed and burning tongue. With great difficulty 
a glass of the refreshing beverage was ob¬ 
tained, but just as he was about taking it. 
Sir Philip saw a poor fellow sufferer near him 
look with longing, wishful eyes upon the 
water. It was a humble private in the ser¬ 
vice, who had been so severely wounded that 
his agonies seemed beyond mortal endurance, 
and, glancing compassionately upon him, the 
noble Sidney murmured, 

” Give him my water, for his sufferings are 
greater than mine.” 

Ere more could be procured, the spirit of 
the. self-sacrificing commander had passed 
beyond all earthly pain and suffering. The 
poor soldier, to whom had been given his 
own cup of cold water, in the time of need, 
lingered a little longer, just able to utter his 
gratitude for the priceless drink that had so 
relieved his sufferings. 

The scene of strife and blood passed away, 
and when next the boy gazed, he saw a noble, 
benevolent face bending over the couch of 
poor, imprisoned sufferers, and, with sublime 
self forgetfulness, ministering lo both ihe 
spiritual and temporal wants of these neg¬ 
lected convicts. He passes through the*r 
gloomy dungeons with words of hope and 
cheer, and to their dulled ears his gentle 
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acccnto seem “ linked with airs of heavenly 
breath,” as he reads passages of Holy Writ, 
and tries to lead their darkened and sinful 
minds to catch glimpses of the light beyond. 
They listen with reverent attention, and se¬ 
cretly wonder why he leaves home and friends 
to come in their midst, and care for them 
with an interest no one else had evershow'n. 
Through most of the prisons of Europe that 
benevolent stranger passes, and blessings and 
thanks -follow his footsteps everywhere. 
But at last the noble form is prostrate on a 
bed of sickness and death. He has sacrificed 
himself for others, for, in ministering to the 
wants of a poor prisoner, sick with a malig¬ 
nant fever, he himself has taken it, and 
there is no hope for his life. But it was not 
with fear oi regret that John Howard met 
this solemn hour, and methinks the angels 
sang a sweet and joyful song, \v!icn they 
took his spirit home to the land where he 
was to receive his reward for a life not spent 
in vain. 

Another vision now’ fioated before the eyes 
of the dreamer; a vision of a lady, tall and 
lair, who, with noiseless step and sympathiz¬ 
ing face, was gliding from ward to ward of 
a crowded hospital. The sick and suffering 
watched for her coming, and many a rough 
soldier wiped liis eyes on his coat sleeve, 
after she left him, and many a fervent “ God 
bless her,” welled up from hearts grateful 
for her loving ministrations. It sometimes 
seemed to the men, little given as they were 
to romance, as if a halo were around her 
brow, and they half expected to see the 
wings unfold some day, and reveal her the 
angel they thought her. Often, when they 
saw the light of her lamp shining across the 
corridors, they would imagine it the reflec¬ 
tion of a celestial glory from beyond the 
walls of their hospital, and at last so loved 
her that they would kiss even her shadow 
on the wall. For, by gentlest ministries, 
and entire forgetfulness of self, she made 
their great distress and suffering easier to 
bear, and brightened unspeakably the dreary 
hfe ol the hospital. Thus did Florence 
Nightingale endear herself to the hearts of 
hundreds, and made them treasure with un¬ 
told affection and gratitude the memory of 
the ” lady with the lamp.” 

And now the visions had all faded into 
thin air before the eyes of the dreamer, but 
still he woke not. What was their hidden 
meaning? was the question that still pier- 
plexed him. Suddenly a form of angel purity 
appeared before him, and a gentle voice ad¬ 
dressed bun . 

“Fair youth, I will explain to thee the 


visions; and first, wouldst thou know what is 
symbolized by the search for the Holy Grail, 
and partaking of the cup which the Lord 
commanded all his followers to drink ? Thou 
hast read how knights of old, forsaking tilt 
and tournament, went in search of the 
precious relic that had disappeared from 
human gaze, and how it was fabled that only 
Sir Galahad found it, and also disappeared 
with it from the eyes of men. Thou hast 
also seen the vision of Sir Launfal, who 
went in quest of it in later times, and re¬ 
member what the leper told the good knight 
—that he need not roam over land and sea 
to find the Holy Grail, for it was right beside 
him, whenever he shared with the needy and 
sorrowful what he himself possessed, and 
that In ministering to the necessities of 
others he w*as following the example of his 
Lord and Saviour, and thus partaking of his 
cup. As the blessed Lord had drained a cup 
of suffering for others, so his follow ers must 
partake of the same, by sharing each the 
other’s woes and sufferings, and succoring 
the needyl In the visions which thou thyself 
hast seen, sawest thou not this truth illus¬ 
trated. The dying soldier giving up his own 
cup of cold water to another; the unselfish 
man, seeking to comfort and benefit the poor 
convicts whom everyone else had forgotten; 
and the sweet lady, going the rounds of the 
hospital—were they not all seeking for the 
Holy Grail, and finding it, in their deeds of 
charity, and mercy, and self forgetfulness ? 
So thou hast heard the story and learned the 
moral, and let the search for the Sangreal 
hereafter only incite thee the more to seek 
for ‘ the good, the true, and the beautiful.’ ” 
The voice ceased, and the boy awoke. 
This lovely, mystical story, that the past 
has bequeathed to us, was to be to him no 
longer a mere tale of fiction, but a reality, 
that would stimulate and encourage him to 
right action. Rising to his feet, he resolved 
henceforth to strive to do 

“Noble deeds, not dream them all day long,” 
so as to make life, death, and that great 
hereafter, 

“ One grand, sweet song.” 


FEBRUARY. 

BY L. D. NICHOLS. 

Now February holds his sway. 

And, as the weathe^wise once say, 

” Tho’ the days are growing longer. 
Yet the cold is getting stronger.” 
Swift as swallows through the sky. 
Sleds and tinkling sleighs now’ fly; 
Soon will come Saint Valentine, 
With many a jest and loving line. 
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FISH AT FLAY. 

BY E. L. KIOH. 

I wi.sh I could paint this scene, that all the 
little readers of The Litti-e Coupokai. 
Illi*;!it see it .is I saw it. I will paint it as 
M ell as I can, in words. 

It was twenty years au-o, last May, that 
tlie *;«»()d old ex-whale ship “Anna” was 
bcariiu^ two hundred wandering; souls on a 
v«>yai^e on the tio.som of lhe Pacific Ocean. 
Of this number, I was about the smallest 
person on board, havinij just completed my 
first dozen years. We w’ere perhai>s fiv** 
hundred miles west of the Mexican coast, and 
our i*yes had not been blest with a sii;ht of 
laud tor forty days, at least. The day was a 
beautiful one. The wind was dead, and the 
afternoon sun shone brii^htly on the irlassy 
water. The passeni^ers were loun«jrin;r alioul 
the deck, ehattin;.r. readinir, smokiim, sicep- 
inir—piurhanee dreaminy: of far-av .iy home 
and friends, or of the stranjure land for wliieli 
w e were scarehini;. The ship was rockiiiir 
lazily, iiuoed by the swells, which in open 
ocean mw er ceas»‘, and the sails w ere haniriuL’ 
about the masts. In short, we w- }n a de al 
<'alm. Tlu're Avere to be seen only our •'(•li- 
tary ship and it’s living freiirhl. the Avaler 
upon which it floated, and the ovcrarehinir 
sky, Avhieh seemed to (dose nt*out all. 

Judi^iiii; by Avhat could be seen, wc (MUild 
not tidl Avhether or not there was any life in 
the decp-liluc W’ater about us. Suddenly wc 
had proof that it wasoverllow iuir with liA'iuir 
thinirs. A rufflinji: of tin' smooth surface 
Avas noticed by those on the lookout ; tlien 
her(‘ by the prow', there by thc >tcrn, yonder 
in the distance, everyw'hcrc, from horizon to 
horizon, it seemed, erreat fishes, inoiwtcrs «»f 
the di‘cp, rtA'e to tAventy and more feet Ioult, 
as if shot from mortars, Icajied into the air. 
described a lialf cir(d<\ them plumbed head 
foremost into the dc]dhs aj'ain, doutdlc^v: 
to irather .stren;rth and to irct a new jh/ >hkI 
tail hold for another leap in the air; for tin y 
kept up the fnn for tcnminnt(‘s or more, and 
(*ach must hai'e taken several h‘aps, or there 
must have been an innumerable ho'-t of fi>he-. 

Such a w onderful and ;rnind ^i^d 1 t I nev * i- 
have seen amonuj Ix'asts of the field or foAvl< 
of the air. How they did enjoy their sport ! 
For a time, I do not believe I tro beyond th(‘ 
truth, if! say the oisan could hardly tic .seen 
for the miiUit i de nf lishes in the ivv. .\nd 
as they rapidly nid ^n-aeelully curved from 
the surface to the sm taee aixain, tin y shone 
in the bright smiliicht like biirniNlied ]>oi!its, 
and Avedges ind shaftof silver and gold. 


We could iiear only the rushing of the Water 
ns they left it, and the splashing and plung¬ 
ing as tliey entered it again. But so many 
were then; that it made a continmil rush, 
spla>li, and plunge 

They left for the deptlis below as suddenly 
as they (*umo, leaving the ocean surface 
boiling and foaming Avith the commotion 
they had made, and we .^aAVlhein no more. I 
need not .say there were no loungers, sleepci-s. 
or dreamers on our ship Avhile this'grand 
sight Avas AA itnessed, nor again that day, so 
thoroughly did it Avake us to ncAvne^s of life. 

A TIU'K STOKV ABOUT BEE8. 

BY MItS. M. n. 0. SLADE. 

A lady in ProAideine tells me that her 
father ouee brought hnu^e a molasses hogs- 
heail. to be um.mI as a wab r tank. On wasli- 
ing day, Jier inollier ."uid, “ Let ns throw the 
sud> into it, to soak the mohi-.-(*s from the 
ludtoni.” Tlu- iii'taut she iiad done so, she 
exebiimed, .“ O, 1 li ive drow ned liniidnals 
of onr neighbors’ liees !” 

Tlu; hog^liead was black A\ ith bees that 
Avere busily a!U)ri»priat!ug the sweets frr»m 
Avhat they must have considered an enor¬ 
mous blossom. The g(HHi lady made haste, 
Avith her skimmer, to skim the iKa*- from tin; 
top of the A\ ater, and spread them on h tH)ard 
ill tlic sunshine; Imt they s.cnicd drowned, 
and nearly (b ;id, and .s)ie Avas very sorry. 

\1! the lu-ex that Avere around the hogs¬ 
head had flown away at the da.sh of the 
Avater, Imt in a few minutes they return(‘d, 
aeeoni]>aTiied by scores of otliers. Then 
began a curious work. Tlicy immediately 
AAumt to Avnrk upon Hie unfi>rtunate bees, 
turning them over and (fver, and working 
u]'on them constantly A\iili their lieads,feet, 
and anteniur. Tlierc'Ult of their busy lal>or 
Avas, that om* aft* r another gaA’e signs of 
ru'e, stretelied its limbs and wings, crawled 
about and dried it'•elf in the sun, and flew 
aAvav. The lady mid there Avere a half a 
pint, at first, and that there remained only 
abi%nt .1 doz( n hopeless cases, fieyond the 
humane etlbrts (*f their brothers. 

No other insect lias ever cxeiicd so much 
interest and admiration ns the bee; many 
le-s.,tis havebc(‘u learned from its Avonderfid 
and ingenious liabits; and in tliis j have 
TU' donlit that an oI)S('rvant pliysieian might 
have gained some useful hints us to the re¬ 
suscitation of the droAvned. 

Tills is a eertain-true story, for T heard it 
Avitli my own e.ns, and Mrs. Gardner told it 
with he’-own mouth, and she said she saw 
it w'it h b> ’- (ovn eyes. 
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SAINT VALENTINE’S DAY. 


BY O. 

And a fine day it was, too, as fine as any 
eaint could ask, who liked bright sunshine 
and plenty of clean, new snow, and wasn't 
afraid of having his nose nipped by Jack 
Frost’s mischievous pincers. 

Up at the nursery window, one, two, three, 
four little faces, quite out of Mr. Jack’s reach, 
looked down upon the street, watching the 
sleighs and the people, and waiting for 8t. 
Valentine to come along. 

Sue and Mamie, Fred and Nell, there they 
were all looking through one pane. Chippie, 
you know, was too little to care for valen¬ 
tines, and crept about the floor, helping her¬ 
self to Mamie’s playthings. 

Pretty soon the postman came in sight, 
loaded with such heaps of letters—letters 
in both liands, letters in bundles under his 
arms, letters sticking out of every poeket, 
and a knapsack, ready to burst with letters, 
strapped across his shoulders. 

The children could see him ringing the door 
bells, as he came along, and leaving all sorts 
of letters—some no bigger than your thumb, 
and some as big as a newspaper; some in 
coarse wrappers, and some in lace and gilt; 
some red, some green, some pink, and some 
blue; and more white ones than you could 
count. 

But the best of it was, that he stopped at 


H. 

Mr. Brown’s, nodded to the four little faces 
at the window, and left four valentines, and 
one more—which made flve, didn’t it? Yes, 
five; one for each of the children, not forget¬ 
ting little Chippie, who received a pretty 
picture in a perfumed envelope; though she 
couldn’t leave her dolly long enough to 
admire it. 

The others were soon .absorbed in 8L 
Valentine’s messages; and no wonder, such 
remarkable pictures and still more remark* 
able verses are only to be seen on the four¬ 
teenth of February. Of course there was a 
great deal about 8t. Valentine, ray valentine, 
your valentine, or somebody else’s valentine, 
in almost cveiy line. 8o that when Mrs. 
Brown came into the nursery, she found a 
brisk discussion going on, as to who this 
gi*eat saint might be. The little debaters 
appealed to her at once. 

“ O mamma, do tell us about him ! Who 
is he? Is he a real, live man? Is he the 
same as Santa Claus? What is Valentine’s 
day for? Does he write all the letters? 
WTiat makes us call him ‘ saint ?’ ” 

Mamma couldn’t stop to answer so many 
questions ; but she promised that if the chil¬ 
dren w'ould wait until evening, after tea they 
should hear all about it. Evening was a long 
time coming, but it came at last, bringing 
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Papa Brown from his office, and oi>ening the 
valentine question again in good earnest. 
Mr. Brown had little to say about it; and 
when tea was over, and the rest liurried 
into the parlor, he stayed beliind with his 
newspaper, much to the disappointment of 
the children. 

They had hardly had time to think about 
it, liowcvcr, before the bell rang, and a 
strange-looking person was shown in, whom 
Mrs. Brown introduced as Mr. Valentine. 
He had a bald head, and long, white hair 
and beard, and wore a loose robe, reaching 
almost to the floor, like what we see in 
ancient pictures. 

“You scarcely expected to see an old 
Roman, like me, around here,” said he, in a 
very pleasant voice. “ But I learned that 
there were some little folks here who wanted 
to hear about me, so I just dropped in to 
tell you my own story. 

“ A great many hundred years ago,*’ began 
Mr. Valentine, “the Romans were foolish 
heathen, and worshiped I don’t know how 
many gods, and among the rest, one called 
Lupcrcus, or Wolf Driver, because he was 
6uppo^ed to keep off the wolves. Every 
year, in February, a great festival M as held 
in honor of Wolf Driver, M'hcn, I am told, 
the young people practiced a very odd cus¬ 
tom. They placed their names in a box, and 
then, without looking, each took out a name, 
and the person wdiosc name M as draM n must 
be served and attended by the one M ho drcM* it. 

“When the Christian religion came to Rome, 
the preachers had hard u ork to make the peo¬ 
ple leave off their heathenish M'ays. Mean¬ 
time, I almost forgot to mention, the emperor 
and I didn’t agree, and he had me beheaded, 
at least so they say, on the 14th of February, 
in the year 270. Well, a long time aftcrM*ard, 
the priests are said to have hit upon a plan 
for changing the name-box game that I spoke 
of. Finding t liat I had been beheaded on the 
14th of February, they called me a saint, and 
called the day St. Valontine’.s day, instead of 
Wolf Driver’s day. Then, instead of putting 
live people’s names in the box, they put in 
the names of saints ; and when you drew out 
a saint’s name, you M’crc to call him your 
Vi'.lcntine, and pray to him, and all that; 
M-hich I think Mas as bad as the other way. 
Don’t you ? 

“ I don’t know how they liked the new 
fa.>hion in Rome : but in other countries, 
thoucrli they called the day St. Valentine’s, 
and r^aid no more about Wolf Driver, they 
u<ed tlic name box in tlie old M'ay. Young 
men and Momen, and sometimes boys and 
girl^ and old marr!(.‘d folks, the more the 


merrier, met on St. Valentine’s eve, put all 
their names into a box, from Mhich each 
gentleman drew a lady’s name, and each 
lady a gentleman’s, the person draM ii being 
the other’s “Valentine” for the year. This 
sport M'as practiced for a long time, especially 
in France and Great Britain, not only among 
poor people, but in the families of the no¬ 
bility, and even at the courts of kings and 
queens. The valentine of a lady must attend, 
assist, and defend her, and be a sort of knight 
in her service. At one lime it was the fashion 
to draw mottoes with the names ; and some¬ 
times, but not always, valentines gave each 
other presents. 

“ When people got tired of choosing valen¬ 
tines in this way, they tried another, which 
was, to call the person your valentine M hom 
you saM’ first on the morning of St. Valen¬ 
tine’s day. And mc read of young lasses 
who used to keep their eyes shut till the 
right lad came along. 

“Still another M*ay, practiced in some 
parts of England, M*as for children to ^ catch ’ 
each other and their older friends, by .sajing, 
‘ Good morroM’, Valentine.’ If you could 
say it to anybody before they spoke to you, 
they must give you a present. You must be 
sure to do your ‘catching’ before sunrise, 
though, or else they would call you ‘ sun 
burnt.’ In some English toM ns the children 
go about singing— 

“ ‘Good morrow, Valentine, 

First ’tis yours, and then 'tis mine. 

So please Vive me a valentine;’ 

for M'hich people give them a penny or tM o, 
if they please. 

“The la.st fashion for Valentine’s day is 
that of sending all sorts of comical, ugly, or 
silly letters to anybody you please. xThis 
you knoM' all about; but you cannot think 
how many letters are sent every year. I 
remember one Valentine’s day Mhen more 
than 400,000 M ere delivered in London ; and 
this very day the postman has been loaded 
down with them.” 

“ We saw' him,” cried Fred. 

“He brought us five,” said Nell. 

“One apiece. Chippie and all,” Sue ex 
plained. 

“ Here’s mine,” added Mamie, holding it 
out ratlu'r timidly. 

Valentine jumped up to look at it, w hen 
off M'ent his M hite M'ig; and when he stooped 
to pick it up, he lost his whiskers, too. 

“ Why, papa!” shouted all the children. 

It M'as Papa Brown, and nobody else, and 
a great frolic there M'as over the matter, I 
can tell you. 
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“ Was it true, what you told us about St. 
Valentine’s day, and the way it was kept ?” 

“All true, little Nell, and a great deal 
more that I haven’t told you.” 

So each one tried on the whiskers and the 
wig, and all agreed that papa was better 
than a dozen St. Valentines. 


BOYS AT PLAY. 


BY W. O. C. 

1 Bometlraes see the boys at play. 

Or hear them shout along the street; 

And thoughts flow back for many a day. 

When youth and springtime buds were sweet. 

My father’s house was old and brown ; 

Old orchard trees stood on the; lea ■ 

The brook ran like a silver thread, 

Down through the meadows to the sea. 

Across the brook a plank was laid ; 

Our timid feet went creeping o‘er; 

We seemed, sometimes, almost afraid 
To venture on so strange a shore. 

The cows came home at full of night. 

And waited In the grassy lane ; 

Then, In the rosy morning’s light, 

"We drove them to the meads again. 

The Sabbath days were cool and sweet; 

There came a murmur from the sea; 

I heard the distant bells repent. 

Afar their praisefnl melody. 

We loved the springtime sweet wdth bloom ; 

The wild rose wet with morning dew ; 

1 love them yet; and still have room 
For all the joys my boyhood knew. 


THE HARD-FOUGHT BATTLE. 


BY LUCIA CHASE BELL. 


Chapter IT. 

It W4as just dawn. Bannic was in her 
father’s room, noiselessly making it tidy 
while he slept. She kindled a fresh fire in 
the little stove, rubbed the hearth bright and 
clean, laid the old, well-patched rug smoothly 
and squarely m its place, and piled her 
father’s few, best-loved books tidily upon 
the stand near his l)ed. Then site parted the 
curtains at the window and looked out. The 
snow had fallen all night, and the long, low 
shed across the way, where Tony the team¬ 
ster kept his horses, was hooded and dis¬ 
guised till it looked quite lovely and quaint, 
while even the old sawmill below the hill 
peered through the gray shadows like some 
while, cnehanted castle. Upon a chair near 
the door lay Bannie’s hood and shawl, and 
against it rested a guitar, which had been 
b^neathed to her by a dying aunt, who had 


tenderly loved her ever since her babyhood. 
“I give my guitar to little Bannic,” she 
said, w'hen she knew the angel had come for 
her. “ And tell her whenever she hears its 
voice to remember that life had come to be 
very gracious and beauti^il to Aunt Lulu, 
yet she struggled through many black shad¬ 
ows before ever she reached the clear sun¬ 
shine. But Aunt Lulu always believed that 
God loved her and was watching over her 
with kind, patient eyes. And tell Bannic it 
is loving God that makes the ha«da strong 
and the heart brave, and life sweet, and death 
a triumph.” 

Bannie was thinking of those precious words 
as she lingered there a moment, looking out 
at the white, solemn earth. Tlicy seemed 
to come up through the years from that dy¬ 
ing l)cd, and sound in her ears with Aunt 
Lulu’s own soft, earnest voice. 

“ I ‘loiU remember it always,” whispered 
Bannie. “ No matter wh.at comes ‘ life will 
be sweet if we love Him,’ you used to say. 
Aunt Lula. O, I hope I shall learn to love 
Him! She always believed that God loved 
her. She used to say, too, that * we have all 
done wrong in His sight.* If He loved her 
in spite of the ‘ wrong,’ w*on*t lie love me, if 
I am sorry, and want Him to love me V I 
should think anybody who loved God, and 
was loved by Him, would always feel glad ; it 
must be so sweet. Why don’t I love Him 
this minute ? I know He is loving me. I 
don’t know—yes, I believe I do love Him.” 

The light was stealing softly into Bannic’s 
heart, just as the faint, early glow of morn¬ 
ing touched the fair earth. She turned from 
the window with a strange joy and hope 
shining in her face, put on her hood and 
shawl, and then sat down to take one last 
look at her treasure. It was lovely, with its 
shining wood, and glitter of silver and pearl, 
and Bannic’s fingers caressed it reverently, 
and her heart thrilled, as she sat a moment 
in the stillness, thinking of those charmed 
hours, when Aunt Lulu used to sit in the 
du.sk, improvising musicof her own ; tender, 
wistful melodics, stirring marches, or little 
tinkling.s of harmonious laughter, like brook 
waves curling among the .‘^tones, according 
to her mood. 

It seemed almost like parting with some 
beautiful, living thing, that Aunt Lulu had 
cherished and loved; but presently she 
locked the guitar in its ea.<c, and, taking it 
in her arms, quietly w'ent out, and plodded 
her way up the street through the snow. 

The kitchen was yet silent and cold when 
Bannie returned home. She came In quietly 
O'i .^ho could, with a whitf. ih*w market ba.«- 
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Papa Brown from his office, and opening the 
valentine question again in good earnest. 
Mr. Brown had little to say about it; and 
when tea was over, and the rest hurried 
into the parlor, he stayed behind with his 
newspaper, much to the disappointment of 
the children. 

They had hardly had time to think about 
it, however, before the bell rang, and a 
strange-looking person w as showm in, whom 
Mrs. Brown introduced as Mr. Valentine. 
He had a bald head, and long, wdiite hair 
and beard, and w^orc a loose robe, reaching 
almost to the floor, like what w'e see in 
ancient pictures. 

“You scarcely expected to see an old 
Roman, like me, around here,” said he, in a 
very pleasant voice. “ But I learned that 
there w'ere some little folks here who wanted 
to hear about me, so I just dropped in to 
tell you my own story. 

“ A great many hundred years ago,” began 
Mr. Valentine, “the Romans were foolish 
heathen, and w’orshiped I don’t know' how 
many gods, and among the rest, one called 
Lupcrcus, or Wolf Driver, because he was 
supposed to keep off the wolves. Every 
year, in February, a great festival was held 
in honor of Wolf Driver, when, I am told, 
the young people practiced a very odd cus¬ 
tom. They placed their names in a box, and 
then, without looking, each took out a name, 
and the person whose name was drawn must 
be served and at tended by the one who drew it. 

“ When the Christian religion came to Rome, 
the preacher.s had hard work to make the peo¬ 
ple leave off their heathenish w'ays. Mean¬ 
time, I almost forgot to mention, the emperor 
and I didn’t agree, and he had me beheaded, 
at least so they say, on the 14th of February, 
in the year 2T0. Well, a long time afterward, 
the priests are said to have hit upon a plan 
for changing the name-box game that I spoke 
of. Finding that I had been beheaded on the 
14th of February, they called me a saint, and 
called the day St. Valentine’s day, instead of 
Wolf Driver’s day. Then, instead of putting 
live people’s names in the box, they put in 
the names of saints ; and when you drew out 
a saint’s name, you w’erc to call him your 
Valentine, and pray to him, and all that; 
which I think was as bad as the other way. 
Don't yon ? 

“ I don’t know how they liked the new 
fashion in Rome ; hut in other countries, 
thonirli they called the day St. Valentine’s, 
and Slid no more about Wolf Driver, they 
used the name box in the old way. Young 
ujf-n and women, and sometimes boys and 
girls and old married folks, the more the 


merrier, met on St. Valentine’s eve, put all 
their names into a box, from which each 
gentleman drew a lady’s name, and each 
lady a gentleman’s, the person drawn being 
the other’s “Valentine” for the year. This 
sport was practiced for a long time, especially 
in France and Great Britain, not only among 
poor people, but in the families of the no¬ 
bility, and even at the courts of kings and 
queens. The valentine of a ladj' must at tend, 
assist, and defend her, and be a sort of knight 
in her service. At one time it was the fashion 
to draw mottoes with the names ; and some¬ 
times, but not always, valentines gave each 
other presents. 

“ When people got tired of choosing valen¬ 
tines in this way, they tried another, which 
was, to call the person your valentine whom 
you saw flrst on the morning of St. Valen¬ 
tine’s day. And we read of young lasses 
who used to keep their eyes shut till the 
right lad came along. 

“Still another way, practiced in some 
parts of England, was for children to ‘ catch * 
each other and their older friends, by saying, 

‘ Good morrow', Valentine.* If you could 
say it to anybody before they spoke to you, 
they must give you a present. You must be 
sure to do your ‘catching’ before sunrise, 
though, or else they would eall you ‘ sun 
burnt.’ In some English towns the children 
go about singing— 

“ ‘Good morrow, Valentine. 

First *tis yours, and then ’tis mine. 

So please give me a valentine 

for which people give them a penny or two, 
if they please. 

“The last fashion for Valentine’s day is 
that of sending all sorts of comical, ugly, or 
silly letters to anybody you please, ^his 
you know all about; but you cannot think 
how' many letters are sent every year. 1 
remember one Vabrntine’s day when more 
than 400,000 were delivered in London ; and 
this very day the postman has been loaded 
down with them.” 

“ We saw' him,” cried Fred. 

“ He brought us five,” said Nell. 

“One apiece. Chippie and all,” Sue ex¬ 
plained. 

“ Here’s mine,” added Mamie, bolding it 
out rather timidly. 

Valentine jumped up to look at it, when 
off w'ent his white wig; and when he stooped 
to pick it up, he lost his whiskers, too. 

“ Why, papa!” shouted all the childrt'o. 

It was Papa Brown, and nobody els<\ and 
a great frolic there w'as over the matter, I 
can tell you. 
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“ Was it true, what you told us about St. 
Valentine's day, and the way it w'as kept 

“All true, little Nell, and a great deal 
more that I haven’t told you.” 

So each one tried on the whiskers and the 
wiff, and all agreed that papa was better 
than a dozen St. Valentines. 


BOYS AT PLAY. 


BY W. O. O. 


1 sometimes see the boys at play, 

Or hear them shout along the street; 

And thoughts flow back for many a day. 

When youth and springtime buds were sweet. 

My father’s house was old and brown; 

Old orchard trees stood on the lea * 

The brook ran like a silver thread, 

Down through the meadows to the sea. 

Across the brook a plank was laid ; 

Our timid feet went creeping o'er; 

We seemed, sometimes, almost afraid 
To venture on so strange a shore. 

Ttie cows came home at fall of night. 

And waited in the grassy lane ; 

Then, In the rosy raoruing's light. 

We drove them to the meads again. 

The Sabbath days were cool and sweet; 

There came a murmur from the sea ; 

I heard the distant bells repeat, 

Afar their pralsefiil melody. 

We loved the springtime sw'cet with bloom ; 

The wild rose wet with morning dew ; 

I love them yet; and still have room 
For all the joys my boyhood knew. 


THE HARD-FOUGHT BATTLE. 


BY LUCIA CHA^^E BELL. 

Chapter II. 

It was just dawn. Bannie was in her 
father’s room, noiseles.sly making it tidy 
while he slept. She kindled a fresh fire in 
the little stove, rubbed the hearth bright and 
clean, laid the old, wcll-patched rug smoothly 
and squarely m its plnee, and piled her 
father’s few, best-loved books tidily upon 
the stand near his Iwd. Then she parted the 
curtains at the window and looked out. The 
snow had fallen all night, and the long, low 
shed across the way, where Tony the team¬ 
ster kept bis horses, was hooded and dis¬ 
guised till it looked quite lovely and quaint, 
while even the old sawmill below the hill 
peered through the gray shadows like some 
white, enchanted castle. Upon a chair near 
the door lay Bannie’s hood and shawl, and 
against it rested a guitar, which had been 
b^ueathed to her by a dying aunt, who had 


tenderly loved her ever since her babyhood. 
“I give my guitar to little Bannie,” she 
said, when she knew the angel had come for 
her. “ And tell her whenever she hears its 
voice to remember that life had come to be 
very gracious and beanti^il to Aunt Lulu, 
yet she struggled through many black shad¬ 
ows before ever she reached the clear sun¬ 
shine. But Aunt Lulu always believed that 
God loved her and w'as watching over her 
with kind, patient eyes. And tell Bannie It 
is loving God that makes the hasds strong 
and the heart brave, and life sweet, and death 
a triumph.” 

Bannie was thinking of those precious w’ords 
as she lingered there a moment, looking out 
at the white, solemn earth. They seemed 
to come up through the years from that dy¬ 
ing bed, and sound in her ears with Aunt 
Lulu’s own soft, earnest voice, 

remember It always,” whispered 
Bannie. “ No matter what comes ‘life will 
be sweet if we love Him,’ you used to say. 
Aunt Lula. O, I hope I shall Icam to love 
Him! She always believed that God loved 
her. She used to say, too, that ‘ we have all 
done wrong in His sight.* If He loved lier 
in spite of the ‘ wrong,’ won’t He love me, if 
I am sorry, and want Him to love me ? I 
should think anybody who loved God, and 
was loved by Him, w'onld alw’ays feel glad ; it 
must be so sw'cet. Why don’t I love Him 
this minute ? I kno>v He is loving me. I 
don’t know'—yes, I believe I do love Him.” 

The light was stealing softly into Bannio's 
heart, just as the faint, early glow of morn¬ 
ing touched the fair earth. She turned from 
the window with a strange joy and hope 
shining in her face, put on her hood and 
shawl, and then sat down to take one last 
look at her treasure. It was lovely, witli its 
shining wood, and glitter of silver and pearl, 
and Bannlc’s fingers caressed it reverently, 
and her heart thrilled, as she sat a moment 
in the stillness, thinking of those charmed 
hours, wiicn Aunt Lulu used to sit In the 
dusk, improvising music of her owm ; tender, 
wistful melodies, stirring marches, or little 
tinklings of harmonious laughter, like brook 
w'aves curling among the stones, nceording 
to her mood. 

It seemed almost like parting w ith some 
beautiful, living thinir, that Aunt l^ulu had 
cherished and loved; but presently she 
locked the guitar in its case, and, taking it 
in her arms, quietly went out, and plodded 
her way up the street throngli the snow. 

The kitchen was yet silent and cold when 
Bannie returned home. She came in quietly 
as she could, with a whit'*. n*‘v.' in.nrket l>a.«- 
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ket upon her arm, borrow*ed from aomc ac¬ 
commodating grocer up town. And that 
basket was heaped full of good things; there 
w'cre fresh, sweet loaves from the baker’s; 
a little roll of golden butter; a nice, tender 
steak; coffee, and sugar, and delicate tea, 
such ns her father loved, and a few* rosy 
apples; besides a parcel containing a soft^ 
plaid, shoulder shaw'l for mother; warnj 
shoes and stockings for Cap; aprons for baby^ 
and a big red “ comforter ” for Jerry. 

She laughed softly, while she briskly un¬ 
tied her hood and shawl, thinking it was like 
being a fairy godmother in a story, and It 
almost seemed, w'lth the frmny thought in 
her heart, as if her hair had growm silvery 
white, and os if she had a jolly, rosy, peaked 
nose, and ought to wear queer, high-heeled 
slippers, like all the good godmothers in the 
pictures. 

Bannie could build fires just as successfully 
as any boy ever could, if boys do think girls 
can’t build fires, and she soon had the stove 
roaring away in the most heart-w'hole fashion. 
She half fancied, in her gladness, that even 
the fire had consciousness, and laughed for 
joy over the strange prospect of cooking a 
nice, savory, plentiful breakfast. Cap was 
usually first out of bed in the morning; she 
would insist upon being carried into the 
kitchen, and sit placidly in her nightgown, 
looking on while the fire was kindled, and 
the frosty air never seemed to affect her 
more than it would a little, round, hickory 
log. Bannie heard her, pretty soon, chirp¬ 
ing out, 

“ Somebody come get me I Tm s*eej;)ed so 
long.” 

The little bunch never seemed quite so de¬ 
licious in anything else as she did in her 
nightgown, and Bannie covered her blessed, 
cliilly, little cheeks, and warm, white breast, 
with kisses, as she carried her out of the 
bedroom, and dumi)cd her down in a chair 
by the fire, where she could warm her pink 
l<*es. ‘‘Mother” was up, too, before long, 
find Bannie told her, w itli a little quiver of 
joy and triumph, how* Mr. Peabody had 
bought her guitar for Lizzie Peabody, and 
what a fabulous sum he had given her for it, 
i»n account of its exquisite tone, and how*, 
after breakfast, she wanted to go up town 
and buy some large, fine handkerchiefs for 
hither, and delicate, linen slips for his pil¬ 
low.-, and grapes from the hot house, to tempt 
his weak stomach. She did long, that mom* 
lug, to go right into the clothing store, and 
buy a nice, stylish suit for Cary, before ever 
he was awake, and carry it home, and lay it 
dovn in place of the ridiculous old things 


he had worn so long; but she gave up that 
pleasure, thinking he could choose it best 
for himself. 

“ It seemed as if the sobs would keep ris¬ 
ing in my throat cvcr>’ mimutc, as I went up 
the street,” she said, by and by, ” but when 
it was all over I felt so proud and glad— 
can’t begin to tell. I could hardly keep from 
singing all the way home. And, mother, 
something has come over me, such a glad, 
safe feeling. It began this morning, when I 
was thinking of what Aunt Lulu said about 
loving God. It seemed as if I felt so hungry 
to love Him, really and truly, you know, 
mother, deep in my heart, like I love you, 
and all at once, while I was thinking about 
it. He seemed so near me, and precious to 
me, I could have cried, just because was 
so sweet.” 

“ You couldn’t tell me anything better to 
hear,” said her mother, softly, while she pre¬ 
tended to be searching for something in the 
cupboard, that she might hide her tears of 
thankfulness. 

They never talked much with each other 
about things deep and sacred, and presently 
they fell to chatting about their w'ork, so 
you would hardly have guessed that any¬ 
thing especially sweet and comforting had 
come to their hearts; but they both remem¬ 
bered that morning through long years. 

Cary had risen quietly and gone to the 
woods after sticks, while Bannie was absent 
Nobody knew when he went. 

“ And I’ll stay away till the miser’ble show 
of a breakfast is over,” he had said to him¬ 
self, as he hurried doggedly along the road. 
“ It makes my heart ache to see the little 
scraps mother always manages to pick up 
from somewhere, makin’ believe there’s 
plenty, and pretending she ain’t hungry.” 

But it happened that he came back just as 
the coffee was put on for its few minutes of 
fragrant boiling, and he was in a very savage 
humor. 

” I just b’licve nobody has such hard times 
as wc do,” he grumbled, as he sat by the fin- 
digging the snow out of his old shoes. ” Now 
I ought to have boots; just think of a big 
boy like me wearing shoes m winter ! Some 
boys have buckskin gloves, too, but I have 
to dig in the snow with my bare fingers.” 

Bannie was bending over the stove, putting 
in wood, as ho spoke. 

“Don’t, Cary,” she begged, in a whisper. 
*• It hurts me to hcarf you talk so.' 

Carj^ remembered, all of a suuden, that 
Bannie had ‘‘dug in the snow’’ for wood 
several times, with her own little, bare fin¬ 
gers. and had never complained a \»ord 
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“ Well, I won’t, then,” he said, a little 
softened. “You loiow I’m glad I can get 
wood, some way ; I just feel cross, that’s all. 
I’m mad because 1 couldn’t go to school this 
winter. I shall grow up a ninny.” 

“ You’re a ninny to sit there and complain 
about what can’t be helped,” almost came 
from Bannie’s lips, but she choked it back, 
and told him about selling the guitar, in such 
a cheery, heart-whole fasliion, that Cary 
never could g^ess how hard it was for her 
to give it up. There wasn’t much of the 
lofty heroic in Cary. Perhaps, if he had 
been some proud youth in a story, he would 
have “ drawn himself up to his full hlght, 
and declared, with flashing eyes and scornful 
lips, that^not one penny of that money would 
he touch—the price of his sister’s most pre¬ 
cious treasure! Rather would he beg, steal, 
or go in rags.” 

To tell the truth, it almost made him 
laugh with delight, to think of stout, glossy, 
new boots, and a graceful hat, and a new 
suit of the very quiet, rich brown tint ho 
liked, not to mention the prospect of making 
a long journey by himself, and earning good 
wages every montli. Then the perfume of the 
good coflfee, generously bubbling up to the 
very spout of the pot, and the savory smell 
of the bcefrteak, broiling over the coals, 
drove the grumbling spirit out of him, for 
that morning, at least. He even dressed Cap 
cempletely—funny little skirts, apron, new 
shoes and stockings, and all, and never jerked 
her once, and didn’t scold her at all, nor get 
angry because she would curl up her fat, 
little toes, so that he could hardly pull on 
her shoes. He even held the baby on one 
knee while Cap was perched on the other. 
And when Jerry came in, having washed and 
dressed himself in insane haste when ho 
heard beefsteak mentioned, Cary never said 
one word about his white hair being combed 
smoothly in front of his cars, and left in a 
snarl behind, and utterly denied himself the 
pleasure of teasing him upon any subject 
whatever. And for that whole day he did 
not hoot like an owl, nor whistle through 
his fingers, nor call suspenders “ galluses,” 
and didn’t indulge in any of his favorite 
methods of rousing Bannie’s righteous indig¬ 
nation. 

“ I’m going to study in every spare min¬ 
ute I can get, when I’m out west,” he told 
Bannie, in one of his genial moments. “ I 
should think a herder would have hosts of 
time, nothing to do but lie on his back in the 
grass and think, you know, taking a peep at 
the herd now and then. And I mean to 
think to some purpose.” 


o i 

Mrs. Houston talked so hopefully to her 
husband of the good it would do Cary to go 
out W’est, of the wages ho would earn, and 
the opportunity ho would have to study aud 
make up for lost time, that ho immediately 
gave his consent, au^ , began weaving out 
golden dreams for his boy', in his owm favo¬ 
rite fashion. 

Cary selected his new suit, and behaved 
much more like a gentleman, and a good 
deal less like a great, gruff boy, when ho 
had it on. Of course, boys should behave, as 
well in a patched, old-fashioned jacket as in 
anything else, but they don’t do so, often. 
Short Jacket sleeves and threadbare old 
trousers will have a subtle influence on boys’ 
manners ; and so will cunning vests, and 
pretty, stitched cuffs, and stylish neckties. 
He started on his journey one morning, in 
the blue dawn, after a few, broken words of 
good by, and a few shy kisses, and a strange 
loneliness fell upon the little house. 

“ Queen Ban,” he had said, merrily, “ don’t 
let your nose grow any longer while I am 
gone.” But there was a little quiver running 
along the words as he spoke. 

It would be worlds harder to do without 
his teasing than ever it had been to bear with 
it, Bannie said to herself, as she stood silently 
by the window, watching him striding stur¬ 
dily up the street, and she remembered how 
the tears came to his eyes one day when 
baby burnt her wee, white hand; and how 
sorrowful he was when he found a little, 
bleeding bird ; and how careful he had been, 
in all hi.s life, not to hurt even the ugliest 
bug or worm ; aud what wretched days he 
had spent up at Hidy’s^ without telling one 
word about it at home, v'hen they all thought 
him so selfish and cross, and she said to her¬ 
self, as she covered her face with her hands, 

“He’s a glorious, good-hearted brother, 
after all, and I don’t see how I can ever live 
such a long, long time without him.” 

One is never so lonesome when there’s 
plenty* to do, and, after Cary was gone, Ban¬ 
nie and Jerry and Cap went on many a merry 
expedition after wa.stc wood, in order to save 
the good hickory Bannie had bought with 
her “treasure money” for great occasions, 
like Sunday, and baking and ironing days; 
and, when they reached home, they would 
triumphantly rattle the old sled through the 
gate, thinking how much money they had 
saved, and how good the air was, and how 
delicious it was to be in the woods every day, 
even if the trees were bare, and the ground 
sloppy and snow'y. They loved the very 
perfume of the old, last year’s nuts and 
and leaves, and the smell of the wet ground. 
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uiul tlic tinkle of breaking icicles, and creak- 
in;,^ of tlie branches ; and all the queer little 
bits of winter music one may hear, if one 
only has eager, listening ears. Besides, there 
were many days now when the sun shone 
quite lovingly at noon, and something in tlie 
air hinted vaguely of growing grass and 
violets, and lovely spring weather, close at 
hand. 

^Irs. Houston sewed night and day, when- 
c\ cr she could obtain work, and Bannie, who 
could iron clothes quite artistically, soon 
found liersclf furnished with profitable em¬ 
ployment for many an afternoon, when hur¬ 
ried housekeepers had discovered how dain¬ 
tily crisp and shining tucks, ruffles, and em¬ 
broideries came from under her deft little 
liands. 

Just after supjMjr the children always had 
a delicious little “play spell,” before they 
grcM* sleepy. Jerry went every day to one 
particular shop after his basket of shavings, 
and the bent old man who worked there 
nlway.s dropped a bountiful sprinkling of 
nice, goodly-sizcd blocks and chips Into his 
basket. These furnished delight to the chil¬ 
dren for many an hour, not alone in building 
queer edifices, which would tumble down in 
the most jolly fashion, but in watching Ban- 
nic whittle. She enjoyed it quite as well as 
they did, and it was quite wonderful to sec 
what cunning things she could carve out of 
Jerry’s blocks and chips. One, a real, little 
poem in wood, was a faithful representation 
in miiiiatiu-c of an old corner cupboard Ban- 
nic had known and lov’ed, in the days w'hcn 
she used to spend summers with her grand¬ 
mother in the country. Its doors were carved 
in ciuecr little iianels, its shelves had sticks 
for the rows of plates to rest against; there 
was the little drawer for knives and spoons, 
and the “bottom part,” with the broad 
shelves for apple cobblers, and pans of sweet 
pone. Then, it was painted the dear, old- 
fashioned, homely, cherry red, and, most 
wonderful of all, was filled with wee, old- 
fa.shioned dishes, all carved out of chips, 
and carefully painted with some water 
colors that Jerrv* had obtained in one of 
his successful trades. There was the 
little, fat “squab” of a sugar bowl, with 
pale blue rose leaves painted all over it, 
and a little blue knob on the cover, shaped 
like an acorn; the big, bulging-sided, blue- 
striped, water pitelier, with its generous 
spout, that was always to be used when there 
were “ harvest handsthe tiny teapot, that 
looked like a jolly old lady, with the spout 
for her crooked nose, and the lid and the 
handle for the ruffles of her cap; and there 


were ever so many little mites of pale-blue- 
and-white plates, and queer, little cups and 
saucers, and a tureen that looked for all the 
w'orld like a blue goose on her nest. 

Cap had a Uttle “leaf table,” too, that 
Bannie had made; and a little closet for pote 
and kettles, and there was a little, plump, 
black, painted teakettle in it, which looked 
just like iron, and a pot to “ make mush in,” 
and one for stewing chicken ; and she had a 
Dutch oven. But you didn’t dare put any¬ 
thing hot into any of Cap’s dishes or p)ots, 
and she did ruin one teapot with boiling 
water. Jerry received his share of whittled 
treasures, of course. He had the dearest 
little sleigh, carved like a shell, with grace¬ 
ful runners, painted bright scarlet, and its 
sides ornamented gorgeously with gilt leaves 
and blossoms, cut out of the manufacturer’s 
label on a piece of cloth, and pasted on with 
white of egg. A little robe, fit for an elfin 
empress, lay ov'cr the scat in the sleigh, made 
out of mole’s fur; and Bannie did whittle 
out a span of tiny horses, to draw this fairy 
equipage, but she wasn’t quite equal to 
equine sculpture, and, in spite of all her 
efforts to make her steeds appear spirited, 
they would look stiff and mclancholly as 
two old Rosinantes. 

Then there 'W'as a wooden doll for the 
baby, wliich could be horribly battered and 
bruised, but never entirely demolished; 
although it already had a new nose, fastened 
on with glue. And, besides all these, she 
had made a little workbox for her mother, 
with the loveliest carved lid, and a small 
chest of pretty little spice drawers, which, 
sad to tell, had rested all winter in melan- 
choUy emptiness. 

Next to the whittling luxury, in their little 
glad time at dusk, came Bannie’s big black¬ 
board. Their father had made it for her 
when she was just a little mite of a girl, in 
order to reconcile her to those tiresome 
sums in long division, which, she said, kept 
spinning out just like raveling old stockings. 
But a great many things besides respectable 
prebleras in arithmetic had ornamented that 
old blackboard. Mr. Houston had enjoyed 
it as much as his children, while he rested in 
the evenings, after his work, till this winter, 
while he lay sick. Sometimes, in his chat¬ 
tiest moments, he would tell them of hU 
early boyhood, when it was the purest pleas¬ 
ure he knew, to creep up into his father's 
garret, where nobody could find him, and lie 
there for hours, drawing innumerable pic¬ 
tures upon the hard-earned foolscap spread 
out before him. Perhaps he “miV/Af have 
been an artist,” he would say, wistfully, 
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stopping in his talk to stir up the tiro ; “ not 
a mere dabbler, but a real artist, instead of a 
poor, plodding carpenter.” 

Beautiful, old, ivy-wreathed gateways used 
to stretch across the old blackboard, just 
with a few magic strokes of his hand. Some¬ 
times an old tower sprang up in a moment, 
with nitches, and little turrets, and peering 
faces. Now, when they might have been 
ver}'lonely in the “children’s hour” without 
the “whittling” and the blackboard, Dan¬ 
nie would sketch little designs for pretty 
flower stands and trellises and brackets, that 
she meant to make, some day ; Jerry w'ould 
draw fearful and wonderful “ panoramas 
and Cap would spend marvclously-long sea¬ 
sons of silence, taking a deep breath now 
and then, while she worked at houses that 
looked as if somebody had tom off one whole 
side in order to afford you the pleasure of 
looking into every room at once. The roof 
was always a marvel of original architecture, 
with at least a dozen lofty chimneys. The 
rooms, of course, hadn’t any perspective, 
and the furniture always stood In rows. In 
the room w’hich possessed the greatest splen¬ 
dor, alw’ays sat a very stiff lady, holding a 
very stiff baby, w'ith long, stiff, embroidered 
skirts; and Cap found as much enjoyment in 
it all as many a w'oman does in the furalshing 
of a real house. 

Slowly the days wore on into the spring 
weather, and although, as his wife had told 
the children, the great danger seemed to bo 
over, it took very sharp eyes to sec that Mr. 
Houston was gaining any strength. 

One morning Cap and Jerry had been ban¬ 
ished to the little strip of yard in front of 
the house, on account of their noise. The 
big piles of boards around the saw'mill across 
the waj-, looked invitingly snug and w'arni; 
so did the great, rough, round logs lying so 
close together in rows upon tlic hill; and it 
seemed as if there never before had been 
such a huge heap of soft, w'arra sa^vdust, 
where one could dig “eaves” and make 
“avalanches.” But they didn’t dare cross 
the road, and so just stood looking wistfully 
over. Cap had been “ tullcrin’ her hair!” 
This operation she secretly performed by 
means of a. big wad of old, green, window 
paper, and some dirty rain water in a cast- 
oflT fruit can. Her curly hair hung in long, 
matted strings of vivid green over her fore¬ 
head and around her dimpled cheeks; and, 
as if to complete the elegance of her appear¬ 
ance, she had put on Cary’s old jacket, which 
almost touched the ground at her heels, 
while she was obliged to poke her arras thro’ 
the holes in the elbows, for convenience. 


Wlien Cap w'as particularly eager for any¬ 
thing, or very much delighted, her blue eyes 
looked almost black, and ever so much ])ig- 
gcr and full of stars and sparkles, and now 
they were fairly shining through her green 
hair. By and by a little dog wandered across 
the road from the sawmill, and came creep¬ 
ing and crouching up to the gate. He was a 
pitifull3'-ugly dog, and somebody had scalded 
the hair off his sides, so that the skm show'cd 
in patches, and you could almost count iiU 
ribs through his skin. But Cap and Jerry 
thought they had never seen such a lovely 
creature in their'whole lives ; and the bluish 
patches of bare skin only added to his charms 
in their eyes. 

“ He’s a coach dog, like Conductor Star- 
kins’sdog,” said Jerry. “That’s what makes 
him so spotted. I’d like to have a coach dog, 
wouldn’t you. Cap? He’d look so grand, 
curled up at a fellow’s feet in the carriage. 
We’ll have a carriage some time, of course. 
Here, dog! here, dog!” 

He must have liked the earnest, kindly, 
little voice calling him, for he immediately 
'wiggled himself through the fence, and Jerry 
gathered the ugly little thing into his arms. 

“ I fink he’s lost, an’ we ought to keep 
’im,” said Cap, confidently. 

“He ain’t the sawmill man’s dog, nor 
Jimmy Barkman’s, nor anybody’s,” said 
Jerry; and they soon convinced them¬ 
selves that It would be an act of benevo¬ 
lence to keep him, and no sin at all, and they 
immediately set about making him a bed, as 
If that w^erc the first thing he could possibly 
need. He was soon nestling contentedly 
among some old rags, in a barrel tliat lay 
on its side, in a retired nook of the yard, 
picking away at an old bone, while Cap and 
Jerry sat in front of him, pondering over 
long strings of names that might be consid¬ 
ered suitable for such a splendid animal. 
After long deliberation, they decided to call 
him General, when written about In lettei-s, 
and Jolly, for every day. But Jerrj’ kept 
8a3ing “my dog,” all the time, just as if 
Cap hadn’t any share in his discovery, and 
hadn’t help make hie bed, and hadn’t found 
that very bone for him , her own self, out by 
the currant bushes. It made her feel grieved 
and wronged and humiliated, but it wasn’t 
in Cap’s stout, little heart to cry or quarrel, 
even if her feelings were touched; and by 
and by she just quietly scrambled to her feet, 
'with her old tin can still grasped tightly In 
her anus, as if it were a vessel of pure gold, 
and said, quite serenely, 

“ Girls don’t have dogs. I dess I’ll let j'ou 
have Jolly, Jerry, all your own self. I’m 
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to be a woman, and live In a big house, 
and have a ’servatory, like Aunt Lulu told 
about ’way long ago. I'll have my’serva- 
Tory out on the back porch. Mamma won’t 
care. She’ll fink it’s nice. Only it won’t 
have any fountain in the middle of it, nor 
any little marble babies holdin’ up a flower 
pot. You can stay here, Jerry, while I go 
an’ get some flowers. I know a lot of peo¬ 
ple what ’m got flowers. I used to see ’em 
in their windows when Bannic took me to 
Sunday school.” 

Mrs. Houston heard them just then, chat¬ 
tering out in the yai*d, and sat contentedly 
at her sewing. Bannic, having finished the 
long seams in a pair of pantaloons, was rock¬ 
ing and singing the baby to sleep. Nobody 
knew, w'hen, presently, a little fright was 
trotting slyly through the open gate and 
away up the street as fast as her little feet 
could carry her—a little fright, with a boy’s 
huge jacket flapping her heels at ever}" step, 
w itli tangled, green hair, and great, eager, 
shining eyes, and muddy rain w^atcr splashing 
wickedly out of the old tin can in her arms. 

[To be continued.] 

APPLES. 

BY MRS. EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 

One for you, and one for nle. 

Ripe, and red as a rose can be ; 

With a spicy breath, like the airs that play 
On the blossoming gardens of fair Kathay. 

This is the side wiiere all day long 
Lingered the sunshine, clear and strong; 
Down to the very core, I know. 

Still is hoarded the summer glow. 

I can tell you where they grew. 

By the orchard wall, where the brook comes 
Crystal clear in the frost and rime, [thro*. 
Lost In the grass in summer time. 

That is the place where first in May 
Pale blue violets hide away, 

Half ashamed of their faces fair. 

When blossoms whiten the branches bare. 
Gnarled and twisted the tree has grown. 
Leaning south, as the wind has blown; 

Here and there are the scars that show 
Terrible winters of ice and snow. 

Yet to the topmost bough In spring. 

Fair and tender the blossoms cling; 

Year by year, in its shelter w idc. 

Callow nestlings the robins hide. 

Year by year, when the summer days 
Melt and mellow In golden haze, 

Bright as jewels the apples shine, 

Swelling with autumn's odorous wine, 
leaning over the orchard w*all, 

One by one you may hear them fall. 

One by one from the dear old tref'. 

That fed their “•.veetness for y<in .".r.cl me. 


ART AMUSEMENTS. 


BY MARTHA POWELL. DAVIS 
Number Two. 

We were told, at the second meeting of 
the class, that in order to bo thoroughly 
acquainted with the art of wax work, we 
must understand making molds ; for often it 
would be found difflcult or impossible to 
obtain molds of rare fruits and other things 
we might wish to imitate. 

Let us first take a peach, as it will be easy 
to mold one. Cut from a doubled newspa¬ 
per, a strip of paper an inch w'ider than the 
length of the peach, and three inches longer 
than the fniit’s circumference. Let the 
paper be doubled to give It strength. Then 
lap the ends and pin them together firmly. 
Now we have a paper hoop about half an 
Inch larger, every way, than the flruit. Next, 
w'e oil the fruit w ith sweet (olive) oil. This 
may be done with a brush, or feather. Then 
mix plaster of Paris with water, to form a 
batter about the consistence of honey. A 
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porcelain bowl will do for the mixture. 
Then, having placed the hoop on a newspa¬ 
per folded smoothly on the tabic, bold the 
hoop to its place with your left hand, and 
with your right, pour in enough batter to 
make it onc-third full, or a little more. 
Then press the oiled peach into the batter 
till it rises half way up the fruit, or just 
even with its largest circumference. (See 
tig. 1.) 

When the mold has stood a few minutes, 
and has become partially hard, make a notch 
or indenture for the upper part of the mold 
to fit into. (See n, fig. 1.) TTie plaster must 
be handled and used promptly, as it “sets” 
or hardens, very rapidly. In thirty minutes, 
or about that time, the lower half of the 
mold will have become quite hard, and the 
upper edge may be oiled in the .«iame way as 
you did the peach, after which enough plas¬ 
ter may l)e mixed to make the top half of 
the mold. Pour it into the paper hoop, coy- 
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ering the peach and filling the hoop; then 
let it stand nntil it, also, becomes hard. The 
paper may now be removed ; should it stick 
to the mold, wet slightly, and it will easily 
peel off. 

The mold is now finished, and will divide 
into two parts as completely as mamma's 
vegetable dish or soup tureen; and the fruit 
will part from it easily, if care has been 
taken to place the largest circumference of 
the fruit just even with the division of the 
mold. 

The above directions arc applicable to all 
molds made in two parts, except w’hen yon 
think, from the shape of the fruit, it would 
be better laid on the side, as, for Instance, a 
cucumber. (See fig. 2.) 

A hoop for encasing a mold like this, is 
more conveniently made of tin than paper, 
as tin will bend to any shape you wish, and 
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will then retain its position. The tin should 
be oiled, to prevent its sticking to the 
plaster. 

Borne fruits are so Irregular in shape, that 
molds require to be made in more than two 
parts, as a pineapple, or an Osage orange. 
Such fruits are so rough, they cannot be 
drawn from a two-part mold. 

For an Osage-orange mold, cut the tin in 
proportion to the size of the fruit, the same 
as we did the paper for a peach. The first 
section is then made in the same manner as 
the lower half of the peach mold ; only, be 
careful not to press the fruit too far into the 
plaster, causing its irregularities to interfere 
with its removal from the mold. The plas¬ 
ter should rise about a third way up tlie 
orange. Make an indenture in the upper 
edge of the mold, and oil, as before. Now 
we see, from the knobs on this fruit, that the 
cover to the mold must be made in tw'o parts. 
ITiis is done by running a partition of putty 
over the fruit, making it (the putty) fit closely 
to the tin hoop. This is to prevent the plas¬ 
ter from spreading on the fruit farther than 
is desired. Next, mix plaster, and pour on 
one side of the putty. After the plaster has 
Laraened, remove the putty, and oil the 


mold on the edge where it will touch the 
next division. 

Figure three represents the orange ready 
for the last batch of plaster to be poured on. 
When this third mixture has hardened, the 
mold will be complete, and will divide into 
three parts without trouble. 

On this principle, molds may be made of 
as many parts as the irregularity of your 
model requires. 

No more plaster should be wet at any time 
than is to be used immediately, for after it 
sets it is worthless for another mixture. The 
spoon and bowl, or whatever is used to mix 
in, must be rinsed each time, else the plaster 
will adhere, causing extra trouble. 

Molds of half fruits are usually made In 
two parts, as half apples, pears, peaches, 
plums, quinces, etc. The fruit is divided. 



Fig. 3. 


the seeds taken out, and the mold cast the 
same way as for whole fruit. The specimens 
for this purpose should not be too ripe, but 
should be rather firm in texture. This pre- 
caution is especially necessary in taking 
molds of raspberries, strawberries, mulber¬ 
ries, and such like. 

Aunt Phebe now told the class that therc- 
werc several more Items worthy of notice in 
connection with making molds. “But," 
said she, “ this is a prosy part of the sub¬ 
ject ; and as you have been very attentive in 
examining details, thus far, I will defer other 
particulars to some future time, and will 
now show how' wax is formed in these plas¬ 
ter molds. 

“ In casting fruit of wax, several articles 
will be needed. The following list will com¬ 
prise a few that are indispensable ; White 
wax, of good quality. Balsam fir. Spirit.-^ 
turpentine. Sw'cet oil. A vessel of hr\ 
and one of cold w'ater. Three or four tin or 
porcelain cups to melt w'ax in. A smooth, 
wooden paddle, or stirrer, to accompany 
each cup. of Various colors in powder, or 
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^ouiul in oil. Colors sold in tubes, such as 
artists use, are most convenient. 

Before usinj,^ plaster molds, soak them a 
short time in warm water, to prevent the 
wax sticking to them. The wax for molding 
should be hot, but not boiling, as bubbles 
caused by boiling make holes and imperfec¬ 
tions in the fruit. 

“ Wax is prepared thus : To each pound 
of wax, add one ounce of balsam fir, and 
half an ounce of sweet oil. In cold weather, 
u little more oil may be used. Melt and 
thoroughly stir these ingredients together. 
Add coloring material to suit the fruit, always 
imitating the lighter portions, afterward put¬ 
ting on streaks, specks, and darker shades 
Avith a brush. There is one rule that cannot 
be too well learned or too closely followed; 
it is this : Make nature your ffuidc in imitating 
her u'orks. Therefore it is better to have 
near you a natural specimen of any object 
you are molding, so that various peculiari- 
tio may be delineated in the wax Imitation.” 

The class had been reminded of this at a 
former meeting, and now a dozen hands were 
raised. Boys and girls both had many beau¬ 
tiful fruits they would like to imitate. 

Arthur Stuart held both hands as high as 
his little arms would reach, anxious to have 
his fruits noticed. Auntie spied a lemon in 
]ii> collection, and said, 

“ Bring your lemon here, Arthur. We 
need an easy fruit to commence with—a 
lemon will be just the thing. For this fruit, 
mix enough chrome yellow with the melted 
Avax to gi\e tlie desired tint. The mold 
having soaked in Avarm AA'ater a few minutes, 
let the Avet drain from it; then place the 
lower luilf on the table and fill It, or nearly 
M), Avith melted Avax. Noav clap the cover 
on, making it fit perfectly. Hold the two 
parts closely together and turn the mold 
over repeatedly, Avhile the wax is cooling, so 
that the Avax may be distributed CAcnly, 
forming a complete coating on the inside of 
the mold. A holloAV Avax fruit is now being 
fi)rined, Avhich should be as thick in one 
place as another. 

“ If, after several minutes, the mold con¬ 
tinues Avarm, time may be gained by plung¬ 
ing it into cold Avatcr, continually turning it 
over, as before. When thoroughly cold, the 
mold may l)e taken off. The lemon is now 
complete, except, i)erhaps it may need trim¬ 
ming around the circumference where the 
division in the mold has made a seam. Such 
little ridge may l>e smoothed off with a pen¬ 
knife, and afterAvard polished with a rag 
dipped in turpentine.” 

In the same way as aboA’e indicated. 


oranges, tomatoes, and other fruits were 
soon molded, and the children AAcre much 
delighted. 

” Noav,” said the teacher, “you under¬ 
stand the general principle of molding all 
objects that are made holloAA'; and your 
memory has been taxed quite enough for 
the present.” 

CHATTERBOX. 

BY MRS. ELLEN T. LATTlJlIORE. 

They call me “ Little Chatterbox 
My name Is little May— 

I have to talk so much, because 
I have so much to say. 

And, O, I haA’e so many friends! 

So many! and you see 

I can't help loving them, because 
They, cA'ery one, love me. 

1 love my papa and mamma, 

1 lOA'e my sisters, too ; 

And if you’re Aery, very good, 

I guess that I'll love you ! 

But I loA'e God the best of all; 

He keeps me all the night. 

And when the morning comes again. 

He Avakes me Avith the light. 

I think It is so nice to live! 

And yet, if I should die. 

The Lord would send his angels down 
To take me to the sky. 


BIRDS AND THEIR WAYS. 

BV MRS. PARIZADE V. HATHAWAY. 

The snowflakes alight on the trees, but 
where are the birds that sang there iu sum¬ 
mer In the bushes and trees, I see their 
deserted nests, with only snow crystals for 
eggs, and the cold, Avinter heavens to brood 
over them. The little wings that grcAA* in 
those nests, are nOAV spread beneath softer 
skies. 

A few hardy birds, however, bnive the 
sharpness of our Aiinter, and stay Avith us aU 
the year. Amid the falling snow, the blue- 
jay drops upon the trees almost as lightly as 
the snowflakes themselATS. He is over a foot 
in length, but so airy and graceful in his 
movements, that he does not seem heavier 
than a bit of thistledown. He Avears a tine, 
blue, military coat, CA’eryAvhere he goes. 
The back is purplish blue, the wings and 
tail bright blue, banded with black and tip¬ 
ped with white. On his head is a long, blue 
crest, which will pass very 'well for a military 
hat, and around his neck, shoAvlng plainly 
aboA'c the Avhitish breast, is a black necktie. 
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His usual note Is a shrill “Payl pay!” 
Sometimes he spells it, like a schoolboy, 
“ P-a, paagain, he utters it quickly, as 
if all the world were owing him, and he 
were demanding his pay. 

1 am sure the oak trees pay him for des¬ 
troying insects that would injure them, for 
every day, when ripe acorns may be obtained 
from the trees or beneath them, he may be 
seen flying with a big one in his bill. If you 
watch him, you will see him alight on a tree, 
place the acorn firmly under one foot, open 
the shell with his strong, black beak, pick 
the white seed into pieces, and swallow it. 
I have read that, in some parts of the United 
States, he lays by a store of acorns and other 
nuts, against a time of need in winter; but 
I have not noticed that he does so here. He 
prefers, when his favorite acorns are hid be¬ 
neath the snow, to come boldly to the corn- 
cribs, and pick his meals directly from the 
cob. Every morning, a dozen or more may 
be seen flying from the wood, within which 
warm shelter they have spent the night, to 
our cribs. Often they sit down and warm 
their cold toes in their feathers haif a dozen 
limes before they can finish their breakfast. 
Some days they are so thick in the oak trees 
near by, that they seem leaved out in blue, 
and I think of the “ singing tree,” in an old 
story of the “ Arabian Nights.” 

Perhaps you do not call the jay’s shrill 
note much of a song, but he can do much 
better than that if he tries. He has a clear, 
ringing song, “ Katy-leedle!” and each tune 
he repeats it, he makes a graceful courtesy. 
Sometimes he says, “Ka-wa-wa,” or, “Cle- 
i-pa,” instead of ” katy-leedle.” 

Among his kind he is a very social bird, 
and when several arc together, a confidential 
” qui-que,” and even a low warbling, may 
often he heard. At times he screams like a 
hawk, and so close Is the imitation, that in 
summer the cocks and hens give warning, 
and the chickens nestle together in fear. I 
have heard him produce the “cha-cha” of 
the nuthatch, repeating it softly after the 
bird. Several times I have caught him try¬ 
ing to mew' like a kitten. He is more noisy 
in winter than in summer, and seems to 
rejoice in the keen air. 

In spring, the bluejays choose their mates, 
and in May the nests arc built. The nest is 
made of twigs and roots, in the branches of 
a tree, and is generally pul in a secluded 
spot; but I have known them to build within 
a few rods of our house. In the nest are laid 
four pale-green or gray eggs, spotted with 
brown. Here, in almost perfect silence, the 
eggs arc hatched and the young reared. 


Near his nest, the bluejay is one of the 
stillest of birds. As soon as the young are 
able to fly, the parents call them afiection- 
ately from tree to tree, and at each appear¬ 
ance of Mr. or Mrs. Jay with food, their 
wings expand, and quiver like those of a 
butterfly. 

Through the spring and summer, the blue- 
jay is the terror of all the small birds. Eggs 
or young birds are never safe when the old 
ones are absent. He will often destroy those 
of the more timid under their very eyes, and 
amid their distressed cries. Many a time 
have I run to the assistance of my little pets 
in their unequal warfare with the jays. Once, 
I saw one of these birds attempt to catch a 
young quail, as it flew* a short distance, but 
it dropped into the weeds and escaped. 

At some seasons of the year, this bird 
makes himself very useful in the destruction 
of injurious insects, aud I have seen him 
carefully examine the bark and knotholes of 
trees in search of their hidden eggs and larva. 

The bluejay has a big, black, first cousin, 
whose habits in many points are like his own. 
He remains with us all of the year, and may 
often be seen in winter, as well as in summer, 
flapping his great wings in the air, and cry¬ 
ing, “ Caw ! caw!” Do you know him ? 


EVA^S PRAYER. 

BY aCRS. MART B. C. SLADE. 

I had seen no light in the cheery day ; 

I knew not the nunllght was passing away; 

I saw not the nighttallb'er earth and sky; 

It was night all day to my inner eye. 

Little Eva came by my side to stand. 

And she laid her warm face in roy chilly hand; 
And through the vines o’er the lattice low, 

She saw the stars in their courses go. 

Then she looked up into my downcast eye, 
And asked of the stars that she saw in the sky. 
Asked where they wore, thro' the long, bright 
day? [away? 

And whence they came, when the «un went 
So I told her that always each distant star 
Keeps Its place in the heavens afar; 

And that night and darkness are kindly sent 
To show us the lights in the firmament. 

Ere I led little Eva to sleep away, 

She folded her gentle hands to pray; 

And she added anew to her evening prayer. 
Thanks for the night and the stars so fair. 
Were there not stars in the world of thought 
Bright to my darkened vision brought? 

Were there not lights that I could not see 
Till the darkness of sorrow encompassed me? 
Eva gave thanks for the blessing given 
In darkness that shrouded the beautiful heaven. 
I, too, awaiting the coming light. 

Thank'd the good Father for sending the night. 
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HOW JIMMY LOST HIS VOICE. 

BY THEODORE A. NOALE8. 

Jimmy is a neighbor of ours, and a very 
good neighbor he.has been. Soon after we 
moved near his home, he called over to see 
us, and the friendship thus begun by him 
has grown with time. He calls quite often, 
although not as often now as before he lost 
his voice. He is always glad to see any of 
us, and tries to act the neighbor’s part. 

We have always had the greatest respect 
for Jimmy —caiy though, he is. The days of 
his kittenhood are far behind him, and he 
has the dignity of one in middle life. In all 
his visits, he has acted with becoming gravi¬ 
ty ; never getting out of humor, following 
us meekly about, receiving, in a neighborly 
way, any small present Ave might make him, 
in the shape of choice bits of meat, or some¬ 
thing of the kind, never forgetting to thank 
us for our kindness in a low but heartfelt 
tone, and coming back again after a proper 
length of time had gone by. 

In fact, so much respect have we for 
Jimmy, and so great were his abilities, that 
it is our firm belief, if it had not becu for the 
• sad event we are to tell about, he would 
have led the delegation from the Third Ward 
to the grand Congress of Cats. As near as 
we have been able to find out by guessing, 
this great gathering is held once a year, in 
the first w'eek in ^fovember ; and, very likely, 
Jimmy would l*ave been elected chairman, 
and thus declared tgftW the wisest and 
greatest in the wholcSqgiJegory of wise ones. 
We are not certain, however, that he would 
have had all this honor placed upon him, for 
we have been able to fiqd out very little as 
to the qualities cats must have to make them 
great with their owm people, but according 
tH our notions of how these things should 
be, we have thought that Jimmy ought to be 
honored. His ability as speaker was good ; 
his voice was well trained, so that he could 
always pitch it in the key that suited him. 
His manner of speaking was earnest and 
engaging, and very rarely could any tumult 
among his hearers make him lose control of 
voice, manner, or thought—yes, thmufht; we 
venture the assertion that no cat in his pub¬ 
lic efforts could betray a more careful under¬ 
standing of all the practical issues of life, 
either public or private, than he. Add to 
this his bodily appearance—large and well 
shaped, always wearing a dark gray suit, 
than which none could better become a 
benevolent, intelligent, whole-hearted cat. 
We believe Jimmy had great influence with 


his fellows ; often in a called meeting, on the 
comer of a woodshed, when the wildest 
excitement raged, and there seemed no way 
of bringing the affair under discussion to a 
satisfactory conclusion, have we seen him 
arise with conscious dignity and calmly speak 
in the midst of great silence ; difficulties van¬ 
ished, and all went away feeling that Jimmy 
was a true patriot and an able advocate of 
the right. 

Here, for a while at least, the tide of his 
life’s current changes. Whether on behalf 
of the public or not, I am not able to say ; 
but a few weeks siuce, while on a journey— 
a secret expedition—Jimmy found himself, 
on a stormy uight, in one of three bams 
standing near each other, and there found a 
large number of fine, sleek, fat rats, who 
had the entire run of these bams. Without 
much diflftculty, feeling hungry, he caught 
one of these fellows, and had a fine meal, 
for, indeed, the rats were more than ordina¬ 
rily well kept. To see if they were all 
equally good, he caught one or two more, 
then went on his Avay, saying to himscU; 

“ I’ll come again some other night.” He 
came the next night, and the night after 
that, and every night for two weeks, at 
least, he managed to come, so strong grew 
his appetite for rats, and so well did the 
supply hold out. But hk appetite proved 
too strong for his system ; it could not bear 
up under this consent indulgence in feast¬ 
ing ; so, at the end of the first week he found 
himself not feeling as well as common, his 
energy began to leave him ; his health was 
surely failing; but he kept up his feasting 
until the end of the two weeks, when, one 
night, he found himself barely able to reach 
home. He was taken down sick in good 
earnest; his flesh fell off, his fat form became 
lean for all his filling, and to his sleekness 
there came lankncss, and, worst of all, the 
second day of his sickness, when a question 
was asked him concerning his welfare, he 
could only languidly open his lips, but no 
sound came forth—that rich, cheerful voice 
was gone! 

Weeks have passed by since the voice was 
lost, and it has not yet been found. His 
sickness was not fatal, his health has im¬ 
proved so that he takes a short walk every 
day, but the voice comes not back. Talk to 
him, he looks at you piteously and opens his 
mouth ; no sound is heard ; what he would 
say we know not. He is fed daily with the 
newest and best of milk, every effort possible 
has been made for the bringing back of health 
and voice. All appears vain • The remain/ 
der of his life seems doomed to the sileno'f 
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of dumbness; and, with health and voice^ 
all the high, bright prospects of honor, and 
the hope of doing something for his race, 
were lost. All this he g^ve up for a few 
hours and nights of indulgence to excess! 

We have sometimes found the moral that 
ends up a story the hardest part to read, and 
on this account can scarcely think of giving 
one to this true story of how Jimmy lost his 
voice. If, however, we were to attempt a 
moral, we might begin by saying that there 
arc thousands of people, young and old, who 
have lost health, fortune and honor, and 
whose voices will never be heard again, all 
on account of falling into the habit of tal^g 
things, good as well as bad, to unlawful 
excess. Beware of this! It has a imme— 
Intemperance! 
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“ LOVING WORDS FOR CHILDREN.’’ 

This is the title of a pretty, little monthly 
paper, w hich comes t<5 us from Boston, edited 
by Rev. E. Payson Hammond. The editor’s 
introductory article says, “Its one great 
object will be to show little children how' 
Jesus * has loved ns and given Himself for 
us.’ It will also seek to help little ones who 
have been taught by God’s Holy Spirit to 
trust in Jesus, to cling more closely to Him, 
and so to live that others shall see that they 
are real Christians.” He also says, “ many 
papers are published just to make money, 
but that is not the object of this paper. No 
one is to receive any pay at all for their writ¬ 
ings or labors for it.” 

Tub Corporal likes this little paper, and 
gladly widens his circle a little more, so as 
to take in Loving Words, which will, he is 
sure, be a gentle and loving little soldier in 
the good fight “ against wrong, and for the 
good, the true, and the beautiful.” The 
Corporal is not distinctively a religious 
magazine, but It Is decidedly Christian, and 


aims to throw its whole life and influence in 
favor of Christianity, and of pure and Christ- 
like living. The Corporal belongs to the 
g^nd army of which Christ the Lord (“ the 
Captain of our salvation ”) is the leader, and 
we wish to give this little Loving Words the 
welcojne it deserves. It is especially a little 
missionary in our beautiful army. It ought 
to be read by every Christian child, and by 
every child who w'ould like to be a Christian, 
for it seems to contain “ the pure milk of 
the Word.” 

But how will it live In this material world^ 
If it takes “ no pay T* Well, we notice a 
little note at the end of the last page, w'hich 
says^* ** All donations in aid of the circula- 
tfpn of this paper will be acknowledged in 
the succeeding number, giving the initials of 
the donor. All communications should be 
addressed to Charles Cutler, 18 Ashburton 
Place, Boston, Mass.” So that is the w'ay it 
will live. If you want to receive Loving 
Words, or if you want any of your little 
friends to have it. Just send a “donation” 
as above directed, whatever you can afford, 
and order the papers sent. 


WiLLiB R. Light, of Iowa, aged nine years, 
sends ns a very pretty pencil picture, copied 
by himself. Willie has been using our “ Reed’s 
Drawing Lessons.” He certainly draws beau¬ 
tifully for so young a boy. It is an interest¬ 
ing and useful accomplishment — that of 
being able to copy or sketch from nature 
such pictures as may strike one’s fancy; and 
almost any persou^ho tries may acquire 
that ability. “ 4( (l |ydy w’ho can learn to 
write can learn to^^Tw.” 


What the Corporal’s Frankie said about 
the “angels tumbling out,” has moved a 
prominent Chicago banker to send us the 
following: 

Dear Corporal: I read about your Kindergar¬ 
ten four-ycar-older in The Corporal, and it 
prompts me to tell you something of mine—four 
and six. They sleep together in a wide crib, 
and, like the chickens, arc awake before dawn, 
cuirruping and pattering till they waken their 
elders, and get permission to crow. Not many 
days since I heard them whispering like this: 

Four-Year-Old, I don’t tare, I will! 

Six-Year-Old, Mamma will pussun (punish) 
Wee-wee If Wee-wee does so. 

Four, ( WUh ineffable disdain.) Ha isn't way 
to say ha* word. Bertie must say pushut—ha 
is way to say ha word. 

Six. Bertie tan’t help It. Wee-wee knows 
Bertie no can speet plain like Wee-wee. 

Four, God don't like to hear Bertie speet so 

* *• Ha,” pronounced hay, Is their universal demon¬ 
strative, meaning “this,” ^‘that,” “ these," "those.” 
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bad, God don't; God don’t like Bertie when 
Bertie §ay? puf^eun; Bertie tan say pnshnt, if 
Bertie t ies (tries). God will love Bertie if Ber¬ 
tie says it yite (right). 

i>ix. Bertie says it just as well as Bertie can; 
Bertie t'ies all time; Bertie tells God yat is just 
as good as Bertie can say it. 

And hen* I pulled the merciless four-year-old off 
his meek elder brother, authoritatively announc¬ 
ing the divine gentleness toward one who could 
not indeed frame to say “ pushut,” and so said 
“ pussun,*’ with diffidence and devout apologies. 

But it stuck with me. Corporal, and it sticks 
yet: for w’hat better figure do we older young¬ 
sters make, in dictating to each other church and 
party creeds, and tests, and shibboleths^’ 

I declare, those youngsters, between them, 
preached *• better than they knew.” Didn't they? 

THREE LETTERS. 

Riverside, Pa., Dec. 4, 1870. 
Ikar Little Corporal: I wonder whether 
your prairies look as beautiful, under the 
red light of this Indian summer sun.shine, as 
our Pennsylvania hills do, w'ith their bare 
outlines revealed aj^ainst the sky, and the 
mists clinging to their sides, milky in shadow, 
urple and golden in the sun. The Susque- 
annah, a bright and quiet mirror, lies be¬ 
tween us and the steep crags on the south- 
w’ard ; lower down it is as blue as a shield of 
polished steel, that is where the sunbeams 
are thrown back to us. Between these 
points there is a pool, where it sleep.s, as black 
as ink, in the shadow of the mountains. 

What a day this would be for a nutting 
party. But that is over for this year. The 
sound of dropping nuts is still, and every 
bird note, too, while not a blossom is to be 
found in all the woods, unless you count the 
splendid blaze of the r^^p lichens, and the 
pretty sauc(‘r.s, gray and brown, of 

the ditferent wood molHIr as blossoms. 

Yes, and you may still find a few pretty 
primro.ses in the garder-border, polyanthus 
and auricula, and the w hite gleaming pearls 
of tin* snow berry, contra.*>ting with the 
crim.son, scarlet, and iet-blaek rose hips, 
that cling to the discolored sprays. Beau¬ 
tiful sea-'On, that is sure to be gone before 
The Litte Corporal aud his merry com¬ 
panions receive this letter. Beautiful time, 
full <»f consolation for the frolie.some boys, 
w ho regret tlie summer rambles in the wo<)d ; 
full of cheer for the invalid girl, who >hrinks 
from the thought of coming winter, with its 
cold and storms. 

Be^l time of all the year for earnest <-tudv, 
for real, royal work, that ” Royal Road’’ to 
all true aceomplishment, now', wlien the 
merry w alk, or merrier race, l)riugs you. fn sh 
and glowing, to the school-room d»a»r, win n 
noon makes a w armth like June around you, 
and < N ( ning lights you homeward w ith all 
the I'lirple, ‘-afiVon, and amber tints of Sep. 
tember’s grandest sunsets. 

B< auliful season I Leading on the days in 
brightness toward the merry, sacred Christ¬ 
mas time, that hapi>v time that needs no 
sunny sky, or outw urcl beauty of the cliange- 


ful weather, for its warmth is from the heart, 
and its brightness is lit up by loving eyes 
and smiling lips. “Merry Christmas” to 
The Little Corporal and all his brave and 
loval comrades. And a useful, innocent, and 
“ Happy New Year” to all good hearts and 
true, prays Cousin Cecily 

Brandon, Vt., Dec. 3, ’70. 

Dear Corporal: I like your magazine very 
much. I have had it right along all the 
time except the first volume. I have liked 
it better and better all the time. We like 
verj' much to look at the back numbers, and 
translate the picture stories. It seems to 
me as if w e did not see much of Nimble 
Dick lately. I wonder if he is dead. 

I go to school at a graded school in the 
village, about a mile and a half south of us. 
I Rlirdy Latin, history, and algebra. I have 
finished algebra, and"nearly finished the his¬ 
tory course. It is vacation now. I was 
thirteen last July. Eddie D. S. 

One of our friends in Connecticut sends us 
an account of her w'indow garden. Wc 
recommend all our boys and girls to “go 
and do likewise.” In no way can you get 
more pleasure from the same amount of effort: 

“ Dear Corporal: At this season of the year, 
chrysanthemums are almost the only orna¬ 
mental flowers in my garden in the open air. 
It is true, there are a few lingering roses, 
geraniums, and dahlias, but they are so 
blanclied by the sun and wind, that they can 
scarcely be"callcd ornamental. But my win¬ 
dow' garden, in the bay window of the "large, 
south room, is a perfect bower of beauty. 
Every year I raise innumerable varieties from 
seeds" and slips from the old plants, which 
grow freely in the light and rich soil that I 
am particular to get. They grow easily, and 
I am convinced that no one has finer* roses 
and tuberoses, violets and jonquils, than I 
have. The hyacinth is a beautiful produc¬ 
tion of my garden—its colors are every shade 
of pink, blue, yellow, and white. My ver¬ 
benas look almost like little spots of tire, so 
brilliant are their colors. After looking at 
the rare flow ers in the costly liot luuises, I 
can look complacently at my window gar¬ 
den, with ils climbing cypress and flowering 
maple. When the flowers in the woods are 
grow ing scarce, then is the time to admire 
my window garden. In one corner stands a 
large, flowering maple; in the center a mag- 
nifieent night-blooming cereus, so universally 
admired for its rich perfume, hcliotroix-s, 
geraniums, callas, crocuses, and several other 
smaller plants. Numerous hanging ]>askets 
are .‘•uspentled over my window, and ivy vines 
are trained gracefully around. The" air is 
redolent w ith sweets from my window gar¬ 
den. Maooie Belle Latham. 


TRANSFERRED. 

Fuancoise F. Jones. Sandoval, Dl. 

WiLLJE H. Nelson. Bloomington, Ill., May Sib, 
ls70. Aged 14. 
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The budget of lettcrg for the pocket did rot 
xeem to be quite bo large as common, this month, 
BO Prndy thought she would count them. How 
many do yon guess, little people ? Twenty- 
thirty—yes, over ninety, and that without count¬ 
ing scores of letters that come in every day, from 
the older folks, with pleasant words for Prudy 
m them. What can Ifrudy do? By using only 
one or two sentences from a letter she can put 
about twenty-five of them in, but how about the 
other seventy? Well, it makes her heart ache, 
but this is the way she does, and she thinks it is 
as fair as any way: She reads them all over first, 
evtryone, dropping on one side those that really 
have nothing at all worth putting in ; Laying on 
the table those containing something special, 
and tossing all the rest in a heap on the other 
side. The special letters are attended to first, 
afterward she takes from the pile, just as they 
happen to come, until the space is full which the 
Corporal thinks he can spare for her. As for the 
rest—Prudy will not tell you what becomes of 
them; but it would do them no good to wait 
another month, for then there will be a fresh 
budget. One thing you may be sure of, Prudy 
reads all your letters ; and when some discour¬ 
aged little six or seven year old says, “ 1 think 
you must have a hole in your pocket, for I have 
written three letters, and never heard from 
tlvin," why then Prudy feels sorry, but she does 
not see any way to help it. 

The first that shall have mention this time is 
the li.-t of little workers who earned their Cor- 

PORAL. 

Farm<trAvillt\ Iai. “ Mv little daughter earned 
the money enclosed by pfekiug strawberries for 
her mother, and ‘<he giw's it tor The Corporal, 
because she would rather *pend it in that way 
than any other.'’ 

Pf-falumd. f ill. '* 1 am a little girl eleven years 
old, .and I picked up potatoes at six and seven 
cents a sack, to earn the money for my Corpo¬ 
ral. Next year I mean to sell some of my hens 
and ducks to pay for it. I tried to get up a club, 
but did nof succeed.'' 

Jackson. Ala. “I am in a dictionary class at 


school, add whenever I am at the head on Friday 
my father gives me five cents, and that is the way 
I got my money. There are nine in the cla>s, 
and I am the youngest.” 

Norwich^ N. Y. ” This money le some I earned 
by driving cows last eummer.” 


Limay Ind. ” O, Prudy, 1 was «o afraid I 
should liave to do without my Corporal, for I 
had only *20 cents, but 1 concluded I would rather 
sell my pet chicken. My little brother and I 
have never been to school, but auntie teaches us 
at home. W’e have object-lessons at our school." 


PUUtsmouthy Ntbraska. I have taken The 
Corporal four years, and have sent over twenty- 
five subscribers, and they all love it as well as I 
do.” 

Redfordy Mich. “ I picked up potatoes for my 
brother, and earned money to buy me a new hat, 
but as 1 am not well enough to go to school my 
mother thinks I do not need a hat till spring, ^o 
I send the money for The Corporal, that I may 
have its pleasant visits to help pass away the 
lonesome hours.” 

Cambridge. Pa. “I did the work for two 
weeks while my ma was sick, and so earned the 
money for my Corporal. 1 am thirteen years 
old. I go to school and take music lessons.” 

GordonavilUy Va. ”My little daughter, who 
sends this subscription, earned the money by 
sewing for her mother.” 

Diamond City. Mont. ” 1 am eleven years old. 
and my little brother is nine. We earned fifty 
dollars this summer, by herding stock, so we 
continue our paper.” 

Axhlabiila. 0. “Nellie earned her moivy by 

g icking up potatoes and helping her moth- r. 

he picked up fifty bushels of potatoes, at two 
cents a bushel.” 


Lansing. Mich. “My dear father always sent 
for The Corporal for^ie, but now he is dead, 
and I have to send my own money. I have fou* ■ 
teen dollars at interest, and 1 think I can alway.“ 
take it.” 


Anfiochy Tud. “I sold my pet rabbits, and I 
am going to take the money and send for Tut: 
Corporal and Mothers' Journal." 

Olrotl. X. Y. “ T got my Corporal by saving 
my money, and buying a sheep, and then srlling 
the llecce ; but he got to running too fast towai fl 
me, so I sold him, and so got money enough to 
take it again. I think it seems more my own 
than if pa got it for me. I live by Ijak(‘ Ontarh 
and I have a nice aquarium. I gathered th- 
stones, shells, and sand to fix it. I ha\ e niie* 
fish, three littlc! mud turtles, and a clum. \V«‘ 
have three canaries that w«* sometimes let rty 
around the room, but they pick t'fi the buds ai.d 
new shoots from the plants, and one of them flew 
into the water among the fish.'' 

Dural. HVa. “ My brother and I have beer; 
saving all the money we could earn this summ- r 
to send for The Corporal. I am eleven and he 
is nine, and we cannot earn very much, lor we 
have to tend the garden, chop the wood, and do 
chores for mother. We sawed two cords of wood 
for her this fall. Sometimes wo have oflered her 
our money when she needed it very much, but 
she always said she would rather have us take 
The Corporal. ’ 
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Solon^ Mich, “ My little sieter and I earned 
the money for The Corporal by picking hops,” 

Bloomington, Ind. ” I’ll tell yon how I got my 
money. 1 hud a big gobbler that would eat out 
of my hand, and I sold him. I am eight years 
old, and read in the third reader.” 

Pntneyville, —. ” I have taken The Corporal 
ever since it was published, and have raised 
seven clubs for it.” 

Malden, III. ” Charlie earned his money by 
raising and selling pop com.” 

Prady thinks after reading this list no one of 
her little soldiers need feel discouraged about 
earning the money for The Corporal. 

Here are some funny sayings of the wee ones: 

•• My little brother, four years old, came in one 
hot day and said, ^ Ma, make me some thicker 
pants; these let the warm right in.’ ” 

“ My little brother Lul was watching the moon 
rise the other night, and when it went behind 
some clouds he said, ^ O, ma, moon broke! moon 
broke!’ ” 

“ When my little sister Fanny saw a turkey 
hen with her brood she said, ' O, pa, see the old 
hen raise her leaves, and the little gooses run 
under.’ ” 

Palmyra, Mo. ” My Uncle Oeorge brought us 
an Indian boy from Fort Sully a few months ago. 
He is about sixteen years old, and we think him 
veiT smart. He has a grea^ desire to be good, 
ana learns so fast mother says he will soon put 
me to shame in w'riting. I help mamma about 
the work so she can get time to teach him. We 
read a great deal about bad Indians, but I know 
there are some good ones.” 

Irvington, on the Hudsan. “ I am 70 years old 
and have taken The Corporal several years. I 
have a little grandson ten years old, who thinks 
he Is too old to read it, but I have three little 
great grandsons, who I hope will enjoy it till 
they are as old as I am. 


Box 4413, N. Y. ” We belong to the older 
people who have young hearts, but trust our 
children will soon be able to enjoy it as much as 
\vc do ourselves. Willie is a little over four, and 
learning to read, Lizzie is the baby, and not yet 
two, but already is very fond of the pictures.” 

Prudy sees, by certain cabalistic marks on the 
margin of tliis letter, that The Corporal has 
made appropriate answer to the question at its 
close. 

North Solon, 0. ” Mother reads The Corpo¬ 
ral with us, and says when we are too old to 
read it she intends to take it for herself. Don't 
ou think she is one of the people with young 
earts? I earned my money this year by bring- 
Ing in eggs. I brought in thirty dozen.” 

Perhaps Bartie will think he ought to have 
gone on the list of workers, but when Prudy 
thinks of the fun of bringing in eggs—the delight 
of outwitting a sly old hen, who thought she had 
hidden her nest so cunningly—the daily excite¬ 
ment of exploring the mows of fragrant hay, and 
the triumph of discovering a new nest filled with 
The pearly treasures, and carrying off the smooth, 
beautiful things in hat or apron! Well, it makes 
her wish she were a little girl again, to hunt 
eggs in the bam. 


Alexandria, Mo. “ I wish every old subscriber 
to The Corporal would send one new same 
when they renew their own subscription. 
Wouldn’t you have a splendid army? I wish you 
could print this to show the boys and girls how 
to make the Corporal’s banner wave more and 
more over our beautiful America.” 

Cresco, Iowa. “ We have a pair of cauariea, 
and we want Prudyto know that one of them is 
named for her. We know well enough that 
Prudy is Mre. Sewell, so it will not be much 
trouble for the Corporal to tell her!” 

Brookfield, Me. “ I guess I know what your 
name is. You are Grace Greenvoood, for we used 
to take The LUUe Pilgrim, and it told about 
Prudy in that 11” 

Lafayette, Ind. “ I know you are Mra. Miller, 
for 1 saw you at Duluth, Minnesota, and you 
talked with my mother in the parlor of the Clark 
House 111” 

Who shall decide when doctors disagreet” 

Meriden, Minn. ”We had a splendid flower 
garden on a cheap scale, and Miss Prudy can t 
guess what it was. A few years ago father plant¬ 
ed a sumac, and little sprouU have grown up all 
around it, seme nearly as high as the old ^c, 
others but few inches from the ground. 'Hie 
frost turned the beautiful leaves all the colon 
imaginable, and at sunrise, when the frost glitter¬ 
ed and sparkled on them ft was truly splendid.' 

Prudy will never forget the wonderful beauty 
of the sumacs in Minnesota, their leaves painted 
with the most brilliant dies, not by the frost, but 
by the gradual ripening, which makes them far 
more bcautlfril than when the frost comes early 
to hasten the natural process. No garden could 
be finer. Next year. If Lewis will lake some of 
the finest leaves, when they first turn, before they 
are so old as to drop easily from the stem, press 
them a few days In a soft book, arrange them in 
a flat picture between two panes of glass, and 
secure by pasting a strip of colored muslin over 
the edges, he will have a beautiful transparency 
to look at all winter. 

Aehland^IU. “We have almost the “happy 
family.” We have a dog named Topsv, a lime 
puppy and a kitten, who all live together. Kit¬ 
ty's mother ran away and left her when she was 
quite young, so Topsy adopted her and nursed 
her with the puppy, and they seem very J^ppy 
together. Every one thinks it is very frinny. 
This is the first I ever tried to wTlte, and I think 
it is pretty hard work.” 

Here is a model of brevity for you: 

PlatievUle, Conn. Here ! 

A great many answers have been sent to the 
questions about Beethoven and the diameter of 
the earth, but as they have been already answered 
we lay them aside. Out of many lists of words 
made from the word corporal, the longest that 
have come to Prudy’s notice, have been sent by 
Bartie J. Patrick, North Solon, Ohio, who sends 
63, and Wilbert Ferguson, of Richwood, Ohio, 
who sends 50. Several long lists have been 
made by repeating a letter which Is not doubled 
in the word corporal, as, for instance, “ roll, 
pall.” Of course this is not allowable, as an in¬ 
definite number might be made in that way. 
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THE VOWEL GAME. 


Thr timi’ for competition on the vowel frame 
will fxpir<‘ February Int. We bojw to he able to 
aniionnre in the March number who are the j«nc- 
ee-!*fiil competitora, but there art* very many 
inanuacripta to be examined ; and, aa the Mait'h 
nunit>er must be clowid aoon after Fidt. lat. the 
announcement may have to be deferred until 
the next numlter. 

Many letter?* tell ua that the game haa ^fforded 
mneh Hiiiuj«ement, and we have on hand a good 
many niuiiiiKeriptM that deHer\'e to be publnhed. 
We will give them from time to time, aa room 
ran be apared. 

We give thin month five article!*. 

VOWF.L A. 

AlUkn Adaro'a bam at Alabama had rata; amall rata, 
rnt rata, tall rata, raah rata, that ran tar and fant, back* 
w itrd and at all tacka. ran aa foMt aa a man can talk; 
mu* t4iai scratch hard, and, alai*. lar tliat vaxt bam. 
Amunda Hall, at Alaska, baa a blaek eat. Hannah; 
and mark ! a eat ftmall and 8mart. Miulani Hall callM 
Allan AdamH pajia, andKaj's, ** Hannah aliall attack 
papa'a rata and catch all.” Amanda imeka a knapaack 
and atarta—Amanda and Hannah. Ah ! rate, baa rata, 
•*tart an alarm. Call alack! alack! At last Allan and 
Amanda atand at that barnyard, and hark, aa Hannah 
darts at Allan*«> rate. Hate atand aghast! rata dart, 
ral* Jar rhat vast ham. Hark! a crash, a Hmaah, and 
A ilaij Aciamta grand, vast, adamant bam talte! Alas, 
wtiat a fall. Bariu rate, cat, Allan, Amanda, all flfilL 
a nisnic maaa. Sad, aad fall. Hark, a laat gasp and 
aira p«st. K. K. Browk, of Nea* York. 

100 wortla, 20S1 a*a, and no other vowel. 


VOWEL K. 

WTiorever men kneel, whenever men aeek help, the 
Rf?de«»iTH‘r ineete then>. Ho aeea the needs, the feeble- 
tlie extreme lielpIeaNneas men tael; aoea men 
r.-*tlej<?*, depre*«?<ed, tempted; seea the aorpent creep 
a luTe men »ie**m bi*8t sheltered. He remembers even 
ah«*r** Kden's gr«M‘n tree.** bent, the tempter entered. 

ere men s**ek the neetled help. He seeks them, 
«rh**ii ho meets them He greets, cheei^ blesses them. 

HeoiUeas, perverted men seek help elsewhere; the 
cver-proaent flesh presents deeper spclla; the secret, 
h*dl-wedded wones where men meek yet tremble, 
k**«p thorn tattered. The perfect excellence the Re- 
deemer represented here, the precept He presented, 
** Bo ye perlipct,” repels, where men yet reverence the 
genUeoeea« the deeptalt tenderness He expressed. 
Nevertheless He weeps when men rebel,sends the gen- 
ro cw wenger, enters the secret recivses. l)«*Hee^ps 
tb»'ra, - Kepont, ere ye meet the expected end.” He 
beeda U te f eeblest seeker: the bent reed he never 
•event. When the dejected leper begged the Rwleem- 
«r*s hed^ cren then the fever fled, the flesh felt well. 


Tlien, when strength fleetli, when endless regrets vex 
thee, when ludph'asness fetters, when men d<»ertthee, 
beseech the ever-present helper, the defender, the Re¬ 
deemer. Seek, revenmee the serene Presence, fell 
wherever men kneel. We never here expect perfect 
rest, yet we seek the reserved shelter, wnere the re¬ 
deemed meek A. A. Clark, of Rhode Island. 

216 words, 400 o*8, and no other voweL 


VOWEL L 

TIM BRIOOB. 

Tim Briggs is infirm. His sight Is dim, his mind Is 
bright, his spirits light. Still, TUn Is right tlmkl. 
Philip Irving Uilnks lliu is cldldteh. Philip is wild. 
Htewild whims till Tim’s mind wiUi fright. Philip 
hid Tim’s riding whip In Jim Willis’s brick kiln. Tim 
hit Philip’s vi*nst with his whip, fighting In Mr. Ir¬ 
ving’s big windmill. Philip bit his thin, rigid Up, in 
this crisis, striking Tlni in his ribs. Tim. striving in 
Philip’s firm grip, writhing, frigid with fright. Insists 
Philip will kill him. “Kill him! kill him r’ mliiih’s 
Philip. Phil’s wit Is bright: Phil thinks it winning. 
I wish Tim might find Philip kind. Tim shrinks if 
Philip’s biting wit hits him. It stings. Tim Briggs 
sings. His piping is shrill. Philip insists Tim’s sing¬ 
ly is ‘‘killing;” ‘‘wtlddilrd chirping,” Phil thinks it. 
Winking, Phn mimics Tim’s shrill nlpi^. trilling In 
wild, high, ringing flights. This kills Tim’s mirth. 
Phil InsTste If Tim win find six pins which Phil hid 
in Mr. Irving’s mill, Phil will bring Tim six bright 
shillings. In Tim’s vivid mind six sliillings clink in 
his tight fist; thinking this Tim finds PhlT’s six joins 
piieking him in Phlrs biting wit. Phil, arhlrniig. 
winking, blinking, singing in high, piping lllgtata, 

HI, Tim, blind Tim, 

Find shilUngH ^h, Tlin? 

Six pliw ^ 

Tim wnis! 

Six shilling; 

I’m wUHng. 

Hi. Tim, blind Tim, 

Find shillings nigh, Tim ? 

Is Philip Irving right in this wild mirtli. bitting 
blind Tim Brl^? fi' Phil’s wit Is kind, It is right. 
Wit is rlglitv^tliln strict limits. I think Phil’s wit 
will finish blind Tim Briggs. I*hillts, of Michigan. 

388 words; SSO t’s, and no other vowel. 


VOWEL O. 

POOB OLD MOBTOM TBOTWOOD OF WOODFOBD COMMON. 

Cold storms shook poor old Norton Trotwood’s form; 
cold room, no food, no wood, no sort of comfort for 
poor old Norton. Botli sons lost; Ormond shot, John¬ 
son lost off north. Long months roll on; no word 
from Johnson. No common sons, no common doom. 

Soon Norton’s lumsort, good, fond Blossom Tr)*t- 
wo<?d. so old, so wom,8topa short, drops work, droojw*; 
doctors do no gt?o<l. Norton looks not long on Blos¬ 
som’s form. BloHs«)m, too, lost to poor old Norkm. 
Soon old dog Ponto forsook old Norton’s room, old 
Norton’s oblong front porch; strolls off to Blossom’s 
tomb. No soft words woo Ponto from cold sods to 
romp, or to sport, or to go forth for food. 

For long months Honor Trotwood stood old Norton’s 
prop—good iMion to p<x?r old Norton, Honor cooks 
Norton's food, forms cloth of wool from loom, smooths 
Norton’s locks, stmijis to prop poor Norton’s l*im 
foot on soft footstool. Honor, not wont to scold, drops 
no cross wonls to prolong Norton’s wo. Honor’s songs. 
Honor’s w’ords of comfo^rob Norton’s room of gloom. 

Months go on. Droll Solon Osgood, from Coldbrook, 
knocks on Norton’s door. Solon works lot on (’old- 
brook bottoms. Folks hold Solon no fop, or sot, or 
fbol. Solon WOOS Honor Trotwood, who sports gold 
brooch from Solon. Honor colors, nmls, looks fond 
on Solon. Solon took Honor's nod for troth. Solon 
to Norton, ‘‘ Ibxjor con ?” P(M)r ol<l Norton looks on 
Honor’s soft bloom, Honors locks of gold. Norton’s 
bosom throbs: for Solon’s lioon works Norton’s loss. 
To poor old Norton worlds on worlds of gohl look 
short of Honor’s a-orth. Norton folds Honor to fond 
bosom, strong sobs shook Norton’s form. Hot bbssl, 
forsooth, soon cools; Norton controls sobs, for NorU>n 
longs for Honor’s good. 8o Norton told both, “Do 
for%; go to do good. God do good to both.” 

Soon smooth Doctor Solomon Throckmorton, of 
Contoocookboro, forms good knot for Solon, for Iion- 
nor: stronglxind of concord for comfort of both. So 
Solon wonHonor for consort. Both told Norton to go 
to t'oldbroolL too. Old Norton loth, brooks not to «?; 
longs for old cot, old room, old porch. So Norton 
plods on forloni. Norton sold olT most of lot Norton’s 
cot stood on, to Bnaiks ()’(-onnor, son of John O’Con¬ 
nor, who controls shop on WmxUdrd Common: to 
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whom, too, Norton sold stock on 

si.wjtfoQt;_NorUm’s co^, strong colts, t or lot, for 

sOiok Norton Kot food, ^jot wood^oni n>onU> to inontli. 

()l old, No^n Trotwood, ot Woodford Common, 
imltl Htrontf nromut, won gold. Son Johnson took 
most for sfeon to go off noFih; son, gold, sloop long 
«? to ii>^r oft Norton, who holds no gold, or fxjnds, 
Norton too old. too worn, to roll logs, or 
clmo wtKxl, or do most sorts of work. Jrom mom to 
noon Norton cons good hooks, looks not on grog, doth 
/rtTioC fff work lor food. Norton’s odd Jobs not 
long hold wolf from door. Tro<ips of horrors throng 

0 -C«nnor;» 51 . 0 ,^ on 

WiKjdford Common, for of 

ivir fnnd corn nork ; for cotton cloth, tor cioui oi 
wool ff)r socks, ibr lMs>ts. Go for coi'ds of wo<>d; no 
locks’ or bolts hold off cold or frost. Scorn not poor 
folk^ who^o most gfxKl folks 

To <lo gootl most honors God. h. B., of New i ors. 
asl word-s, S17 o’s, and no other vowel. 

VOWEL U. 

Brush stumi »8 stud Kuftis Trumbnll’s turf. Plump 
RiTfUH «lug Spstumps, burnt brush. Shmbs »m-ung 

_iisurD unburnt gull. Buds uncurl. Blunt Ivufus 

spill ns lufrtful 8 hru&», Jumiis up, “P,f 
siirulw. But Rufus’s chum, untruthful Brutus Huii- 
hiirt run.H up, murmurs muidi, spurns, thumps, hmls 
itiifus Trustful Rufus, hurt, struck dumo, curbs 
Ipunkl but shuns Brutus. Unjust Brutus strufo up 
iiiilf unhurt Rufus trusts churl Brutus mn^ turn, 
fln'm!!. S. but turns, runs up, hup Kufus . nu us » 
snug gulf hut burnt up, just dusk. Much tumult 
sprung up. Rufus’s plump pups rush. »’un, jum^ 
Muff Rums’s puss, purrs, hugs rug. Pulls pu»« 

—Muff turns gruff, clung much. Rut us flung puss up 
giilf unbumt Rufus lugs up much stull, tu^, churns, 
ruKs! Trmtks “hut i> Sum. Trumbull's surplus 
fiiiifiK Rufus’s trunks turn up unhurt. 

Rufus cuts bush, thus puts up but: trusts luck, 
trusts funds. Rufus spurns rum, Ymnts ducks, drums, 
riimriiunis bluSs mu fun. itufus’s lunch plump 
[umkl bSns? milJK plums. Duck, mush, glut ^ufus; 
turn Rufus glum. Dull Riffus shuts up 
hugs bunk. But rum hurts Brutus Uurljurt. ,Brutus 
drimk clubs humdrum Justus Burr. Brutus s clubs 
cTil?h dull Justus’s skull. Truthful Rufus sh^s rum. 
UufliB unhurt. Urutu, supu 

■jn words, ‘^67 u’s, and no other vowel. ^ 


THE ALPHABET SENTENCE. 

NB 1 .I 4 K C. Thompson, of Maine, eende the fol- 
lowing: 

Job McQulg fled Krawvtz’ aph^*. or. 

Job McQulg Krawvtz’ sphynx fled. 

The names McQuig and Krawvtz are 
posable names ; but, acctirding to 
punctuation, the letter s shonid go afu-r the am^-- 
trophe for possessive case, ritis ap^ls r^oth 
these iH*ntences. The letter s is 
nHired'after the apostrophe, but in this casi* it 
Miould be. 

Charles H. Reynolds, in answer to the Cjili 
for words containing all the vowels in regular 
order sends the worA/acefiOW. 

Edgar D. Fatuiks sends the words 
and ahstemlotiMy. lie says there ^ only thoc 
tw o in our langujigc. Is he correct r 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY NO. 2. 
Playing “ Injenh.”— Two boys had heard ..great 
deal about the Indians, and 

fine time, living In the woods and hontti« SQU^ete 
So they pulled some leathers out of the old rooster n 
T all, ami ‘Suck U.cm on tl‘elr heads ttie^cK>ktoeu 
Lows and arrows, and steered for the woods. They 
tw^gSi their bows and shot their arrows at eveir 
tiling^ that stirred, along their 

that flew past them, and even the sober ilttle fro}. 
that lived In the brook. Once they saw a 
and were delighted. But their arrow never did tin 
noor things any harm. Just as ^cy came to Uit 
wS)d 8 th^sun went down. The 
her head out of the bushes to sw what was coroi^ 
The boys startsd back. Half a mln'J “ ‘ “ 

arn’t cowards,” said Charley, so they went o n^- 
soon they were tired, and laid 

old tree^that had blourn over. Before they wn 
fairly asleep an owl came and stood uy fhen 

and cried . “ Boo-hoo-hoooo-oo-oo.’’ 
dismal. They felt very queer; and at once il } 
both snrang up and ran for dear home. Charii - 
«?ougfftR wasn’t quite so fUnny, alter alL »>clng 
IndiM, and sleeping in 

his moUicr’s cottage was the pretaosi cotiape m i n 
whole world. 


No. 2,—A PICTURE STORY.— Plating “Injbns.” 




The Ifomllmr ulvcn on \n\s \mj:v 
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publishers' department. 

tW~ All articles In ‘‘The Little Corpokal” are 
written especially for It, and paid for at good prices. 
Though copyrighted, our editorial fHeiids may copy 
Into their papers, if they will. In every case, give credit 
to Tiik I.rrTLK C^>bporal. TlUs notice is Inserted bo- 
cans<! many articles have been copletl without credit. 

HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago, Philadelphia, New York City, or 
Hostoii banks ar(^ best tor largo sums, made payable to 
the order of SKWKLh it MILLEH. 

P«)st Office money orders may bo obtained at nearly 
every county seat, in all the cities, and In many of the 
large towns. We consider them perfectly safe, and 
the best means of remitting fifty dollars or 1cs.m, as 
thousands have lieen sent to us irii/untt any 

Registered letters, under the new system, are a venr 
safe means of sending small sums of money, where P. 
O. Money Onlers cannot be cosily obtalnoil. OHwc/tv 
tlic fhyhUty as well as postage, tnuHl Im" ptiul in 
at the office where the letter is mailed, or It 
will be liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 
Jtuy ainl ((jyx the balh for %}(pAay^ and tvffifttry, 

pat in i/if unmpy and mU thf Uitrr in theprenenev of 
t/ir poHtnuMtrry and take hin rei^eijjtfnr it. Letters sent 
in this way to us are at our risk. 

Where you are sending and a half or lein, 

you may send greenbacks at our risk; where more 
than that sura is sent, either of above ways will be safe. 


THK POSTAGE on The Little Cobpoeal Is three 
cents a quarter, or 1‘2 cents a year, payable quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine is received. 

GOOD BYE, A8 PUBLISHER OF THE 
CORPORAL. 

After this number of The Little Corpo¬ 
ral my name will not appear as one of its 
publishers. I have sold my bu8ine.s8 interest 
in the magazine U) Mr. John E. Millhr, 
who for the past two years has been my 
partner, and during that time has had the 
management of the business department, 
while I have managed the editorial depart¬ 
ment. With this sale I have transferred my 
entire interest and good will in the whole 
business, with the exception of “White’s 
Patent Newspaper File,” the ownership of 
which will remain for the present undivided, 
the Book Comer Guard, which has always 
been my personal property, and “ Tire 
School Fb-stival,” which passes into my 
hands, and will, heaeafler, be published by 
me. 

With the above exceptions, everything con¬ 
nected with the firm of Sewell A Miller goes 
into Mr. Miller’s hands, “ The Litti.h Cor- 
PORAL Magazine,’’ the books, chromes, and 
engravings heretofore published by us, and 
all 1 looks and accounts. Mr. Miller will col¬ 
lect what Is due to the firm, and pay what¬ 
ever the firm may owe, and hereafter con¬ 
duct the business in his owm name. My 
name will still, for a few months, appear as 
one of tlie editors, but as I shall at once go 
Into other business, the real management of 
the editorial department, which has rested 


in my hands from the first number of The 
Little Corporal, July, 1865, until now, 
w ill pass into the hands of Mr. Miller’s ac¬ 
complished wife, Mrs. Emily llimtingtoii 
Miller, whom you all know' and love so well. 

Since I begun the magazine, nearly six 
years ago, 1 have made thousands of us gtiod 
and dear friends as usually fall to the lot of 
mortals, and, iu my capacity as publisher ol' 
The Corporal, I bid them good by, w ith a 
deeper feeling of regret than it is possible 
for me to express. I shall be permitted, 1 
trust, to greet them for a few months longer 
in the editorial colunms, and after that oeea- 
sionally in the literary pages, for the hearty 
love w'hich attaches me to The Cokpoual 
and The Corporal’s friends, w ill not allow 
me to think that I can ever cease to delight 
to labor together w ith them for “ the good, 
the true, and the beautiful.” 

While it is doubtless true that The Cor¬ 
poral has won the must beautiful laurels 
that have ever been worn by any Americau 
juvenile magazine, I am very sure that it has 
never deserved or received higher praise or 
warmer love from good and tnie people 
than during the past year. It is certainly a 
better magazine now than ever before, and 
it is extremely gratifying to me to believe 
that all along the years in which I have loved 
The Corporal, and worked for it, as (iod 
gave me strength, with all iny might, because 
I loved it, it has continued to grow in real 
merit, and in everything that makes such a 

ublication admirable and lovely. For this 

have to thank as “good, beautiful, and 
true” a list of contributors as ever worked 
together on any publication in the world. 
The chief of this list, as all know, has been 
Mrs. Emily Huntington Miller, into w'hosi' 
hands I shall resign the editorial manage¬ 
ment. There is no man or woman living into 
whose hands I could give it up with Ictss sor¬ 
row, because I can feel so sure that under 
her care it cannot but continue its upward 
and onward course. 

Mr. and Mrs. Miller, having at their com¬ 
mand all the literary and financial ability 
necessary for a successful prosecution of the 
beautiful work in hand, will continue to 
make The Corporal the most aeeeptalile, 
and therefore the most successful, juvenile 
magazine in the country. They have true 
hearts, and brave and able hands, and a lov»! 
for The Corporal and his children, if jmssi- 
blc as warm as that cherished by its founder. 

As for myself, I am arranging to enter 
another business, hi which a smaller money 
capital is required, and on which I can ask 
and just as confidently expect (iod’s bb*.‘isiug. 
In connection w ith that business, I shall eon- 
tlnuc to publish “ The School Festival.” 
I will continue to try to make it w orthy of 
your love, and shall hope that all my friends 
will take it. My new' business arrangements 
are not entirely completed as this number 
goes to press, so I shall have to wait until 
Uie next Corporal before I can tell yon 
what they are. In the meantime, address 
orders for “ Tub School Fbstivai.” (either 
for buck niimtiers or volume for 1871), or any 
other letters for me, to my own name, Chi¬ 
cago, III. ALFRED L. SEWELL. 
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A WOKl) TO OUR FRIENDS. 

AVc dcsiro to expresis our thankB to our 
Diuny thousands of friends tliroughout the 
land for the aid th(iy have given and are giv- 
iiiu l«» extend our eireulatioii. Through the 
iiitliienee <if such friends TuE l.lTTLK COB- 
roicAL has hetui iiilrodin ed into many new 
hdines, when^ we hope to make him a wel- 
< <»nie YiMttir durinir the year. We arc daily 
reeeiving many letters, sjKiaking warm words 
uf < ninmendjition, which we would like to 
l»rinl, had we room. Wc arc glad to know 
that our work is appreeiated. In the future, 
as in the past, it shall always he our aim to 
make! a magazine heautiful in appearan<‘e 
and wholesome in reading matter. 

We 4*arnestly desire the aid and hearty co- 
opi ration tvC all the boys and girls in extend¬ 
ing onr eireulatiou, and thus help on the 
go«»d eatise of the good, the true, and the 
l«*antifnl. Cannot each one send us a few 
more names, and secure some (me of the 
• ►eautifnl and elegant premiums we offer. 
We call attention to the special offer we 
make below—this w ill afford an opportunity 
lor many w ho have desired to got one (>f our 
( hromos, to ohtan one. We have yet other 
things in store, which w’c will announce in 
onr next number. In the meantime push on 
the work, and send along the names. 

JOHN E. MILLER. 
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Numbek One. 

Any person w ho will send us two subscri- 
l>ers for The Little Corporal Magazine, 
at the regular rate of $1.50 each, and $2.00 
in money besides, will receiver by mail, post 
paid, a copy of^ our Six-dollar Chromo of 
Rk»» Kidixghood and the Wolf. The 
( hroiiit) is mounted and varnished, all ready 
lor framing. Those who have already sent 
two sub.Heril»ers for 1S71, and have not yet 
ilaimed their premiums, may also avail 
themselves (ff this offer, by sending on the 
$2 at once. This is a rare chance to secure 
:i most b(>autiful phdure on remarkably easy 
terms. 

Ni mber Two. 

To any j>erson who will send us two sub- 
"eribers at the regular price. $1.50 each, we 
will s«*nd, as a pr(*miuni, the whole of vidiiiue 
eleven of The tk>KPORAL, (from July to De- 
ei nil*er, ISTO,) tlie names to be si^t both at 
t he same time, and this premium to be asked 
tor when the subscriptions are sent. Volume 
eleven begun the present fonn «d' our Maga¬ 
zine, and it will be nice in binding to include 
all those uuml>ers. We hope many thou¬ 


sands will avail themselves of this offer. 
Even if you have volume eleven, it w ould 
make a nice present to some one of y«)ur 
friends. 


Northrrn Pacific Railboad. — It wis our giKwl 
rortiine, last suiniiier, to witness Uie layinjicuf the ilrMt 
mils oil this great national highw'ay—and so rapidly is 
the w'ork progressing, that tiy the beginning of the 
coming summer, the managers expect to have the 
road completed aa for as to the crossing of the Reil 
River of the North. The country through w'hlch this 
road e.vtends, is surpas.sed by none In the world for 
the richness of lis mineral resources, the fertility ol 
Its^dl, and the salubrity of Its climate. Jay f'ooke 
& (;o are the (iscal agents for negotiating the Land 
Grant Gold Bonds of this (.'ompany, which Is sulfirlent 
guarantee that the enterprise will la* carried forwanl 
t«» a HiH'eily completion. We desire to call attention 
to their advertisement in another page, and can clieer- 
mlly recommomi these securities to those whi> may 
have funds to invest. 


“Amono thk Live and Pkogressink Institu- 
TiONH of tlie day Is Geo. P. Rowell & Co.'s Advi*rtis- 
Ing Agency, No. 40 Park Row, New York, The estab¬ 
lishment Is so sysU*matl7.dd, and their facilities are so 
ample, that the public Is sun* of being served In the 
most complete manner .”—JJoston Po9t. 


THE (’HRISTIAN LEADER, a weekly Journal, Is 
the best expositor of the ITnlveraallst faith. It Is pnU, 
llshed by the New York State Convention of Unlver- 
aallsta. It contains the sermons of Dr. E. H. f'hapin, 
has a Miscellaneous, Agricultural, and Children's 
Department, and New York Market Rei»ort«. Terms. 
$2..*>0 per year. Specimen copies free. We give every 
new Bubscrllier a line engraving of Dr. Chapin. Ad¬ 
dress. Pnbllsher Chbistian Lradkb, I2fl8 Broadway, 
New York. 


Horack Gbkklky's Essays, “ Wliat I know of 
Farming,” which have been published In Tub Tri¬ 
bune every week doting 1870, are to be printed in 
pamphlet form, and a copy will be sent, postp^hL to 
each subscriber who sends $10 for Tub Daily, $4 for 
Tub Sbmi-Wbkklt, or $2 for Tub Wbbklt Tkibi xk. 
and requests the book at the time of subscribing. 
This will enable old subscribers to secure the Ess«y> 
for preservation, on renewing their subscriptions, and 
new subscribers will, of course, be glad to obtain 
them, free of cost. 


CONTENTS FOR FEBRUARY. 

- P.\OK. 

The Toy Nation. Jfrtt. ./lUia F. .Snotr. T, 

Tlie People In mv W'atch. TTim. A', tie^her. Vt 

l^ncle Bin's Second Letter. 46 

Search for the Holy (irali. Mv*. II. B. Ouuu. 4s 

Fish at Play. E. L. Rich. M 

A True Story about Bees. Mr»i. M. B. V. Stade. .Vi 

Hard-Fought Battle. Lncin flui^ K 

Art Amusements. Mnttha Powll Dad*. tB 

Birds and their Wavs. Mf*>. Pndinde F. Hathcacay. 
How .nniiiiy lost his Volee.. Thvh'itrt. A. Aoole*. ^ 

Three Lette'rs. 

Editorial. ^ 

Prudv's Pocket. 6* 

Prlva’te Queer's KnuiwMWk. ft* 

Publisher's Deiwirimtmt. •• 

I'OKTKY— 

.V Ghost story. (M/rye C oopfr. V'- 

Land of Dreams, Mr*. EinUy HuuUnffton MuUr. t.'* 

Fehruarv. L. D. Xirfiol*. 'd 

Bovs :it Play.IT. O. c. .V. 

.\ppl(>i. Mr*. rn*Uu liunUnaian MUlrr. ft* 

( •hat t erbo . FUru I . jAtttitn»>r*’. 

Eva's Prayer. Mr*. M. B. 

ILLUHTBATTONS— 

The Race—Frontispiece. 

Land of Dreama.. 4^ 

Saint Valentlne'.H Day... ‘ 1:4 

Wax Work.60. 61 

Picture Story. ^ 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


























Digitized by Google 




WATCHiyO THE BLUEBIRD? 
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THE HARD-FOUGHT BATTLE. 


BY LUCIA CHASE BEI.L. 



Chapter III. 

BIRD was just sweep- 
. Ing her bright, little, 

' front hall. There were 
only two people in her fam¬ 
ily. herself and “ himand 
slie did all her own work, 
and looked healthy as her 
scarlet geraniums hi the sun 
out there on the white stone 
steps. Besides the gerani¬ 
ums, she had brought out a whole stand of 
plants and placed them in the broad path, 
close to the steps, where they could get 
plenty of light, and sweet air, and when she 
had finished her sweeping, she dropped her 
broom and bent over her flowers, picking oflT 
yellow leaves, tying up the vines, and clip¬ 
ping off useless shoots. Suddenly she heard 
a small, sweet voice, like one might fancy the 
voice of a streak of sunshine, if it could 
speak. 

“ Somebody wants to come in your gate,” 
it said. And sure enough, there were two 
big eyes peering through, with queer locks 
of green hair curling above them and around 
them, while a little, dimpled hand tugged 
busily at the latch. 

Mrs. Bird loved all little children, and she 
left her plants immediately, and hurried 
down the path to open the gate for “ some¬ 
body.” 

“You little mermaid,” she said, as Cap 
pattered cheerfully along in front of her, up 
to the steps ; ” you’ve run away from homo 
*you know you have, you ridiculous little 
sight! I do wish Daniel was here to see 
you.” 

“I didn’t come to see Daniel,” said Cap, 
quietly, as if he and the lady were old ac¬ 
quaintances of hers. “Jerry ’s got a dog. 


and I helped make a bed for him, and got 
him a bone; and Jerry keeps saying ^my 
dog, my dog,’ all the time, but I don’t care 
much, ’cause girls don’t play with dogs ; and 
I’m going to have a ’servatory, like Aunt 
Lulu told about. Won’t you give me some 
flowers y O, you’m got so many!” 

And Cap dropped her old tin can, and 
opened her arms toward the pretty stand of 
bright leaves and blossoms, as if she longed 
to gather them all up into her arms at once. 
Then she danced all around it, chattering. 

“ Flowers are lovelier than little, speckled 
dogs, wiv skin on ’em, ar’n’t they ? O, look 
at e’ white ones, and red ones 1 And here’s 
some like little bells bangin’ down. They’m 
got little clappers in ’em, too, only they 
can’t ring. Don’t you wish you could make 
’em ring? little, fine ringin’, what sounded 
’way off?” 

“Yes,” replied Mrs. Bird, unecmseiously 
catching some of the child’s own quaint 
manner. “ I’ve wished it, O, so many times. 
Don’t you think,* maybe, if we’d listen in the; 
night, when everything else was still, that 
we could hear them ring, when the wind 
shook them a little ?” 

“ Maybe,” said Cap. “ Sometime I’ll come 
up here and listen in e’ night, and you’ll be 
asleep; but I’ll tap ever so soft at the win¬ 
dow, and hold my breath, and tell you 
‘wake up, wake up, the flowers is ringin’.’ ” 

And she spoke the last sentence in a quick, 
eager whisper, with a hushed, awed, delight¬ 
ed look upon her face, os if she really had 
just caught strange, sweet sounds from living 
blossoms. 

“ You’re a born poet,” cried Mrs. Bird^ sit¬ 
ting down upon the step, and clasping Cap 
in her arms. Many a time, when hearing 
worried mothers mourn over their little. 


^tered. acrording to Act of CongrcMs, in the year lf>71. hy John K. Miller, in the Office of the 
TAbravfan of Congreve, at Waehington. 
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human bundles of mischief, this woman had 
thought sadly to herself, how glad she would 
be just to have one to try her patience and 
test her love momently and hourly ; and she 
put her fingers around Cap’s wrists and looked 
Into her radiant eyes, thinking, with a thrill, 
“If I could only call all this mine. Yes, 
sticky hair, muddy fingers, old jacket, mis¬ 
chief, and all.” In a minute she asked, 
clasping Cap’s wrists very tightly in her lov¬ 
ing fingers, “ Who’s sweet V” thinking, of 
course, that the “ mischief” herself was the 
sweetest little morsel in the world. 

Cap threw her arms quickly around the 
lady’s neck, and answered, with a roguish 
twinkle under her long lashes, “ Bofe of t«, 
I fink.” And then they were closer friends 
than ever; and by and by Mrs. Bird gave her 
the dearest little bunch of bright blossoms, 
geraniums, and pinks, and roses, with fresh, 
green leaves mixed in, and she gave her 
some slips to start for herself, two or three 
fuchsias, and monthly roses, and geraniums, 
and pansies, and pinks, and ivy, and ferns. 
A few of these she wrapped loosely in a wet 
paper, with leaves and earth, and then she 
filled Cap’s old can with moist dirt, and care¬ 
fully placed a little group of shoots in that. 

“ Now, then,” she said, “ you must take 
them right home, and hunt up ever so many 
old pitchers, and cups, and pots, and fill them 
with earth out of the woods, or get some 
out of the chip yard, way down deep under 
the old chips; and you must set out your 
slips right away, and not put them in the 
sun till they b<!gin to grow a little; and you 
must water them every day, in the morning 
and at night, and sprinkle the water on, not 
pour it on hard. And some day I am coming 
to see your 'servatory—only you must wash 
th<; green all out of your ffhTr first.” 

“ I’m ’fraid it’ll have to wear off,” said 
Cap, doubtfully. “ You mus’ come, anyhow. 
You know where my mamma lives, don’t 
you? I’ll have flowers now to ring for my 
own self, won’t I ?” 

And she hurried contentedly out of the 
gate, and reached home without having been 
once missed. Bannie helped her arrange her 
flowers, being almost as grateful for them as 
Cap herself, but quite lost patience in the 
attempt to wash the elfish green tint out of 
her hair, and finally made up her mind that 
it would have to “ wear off,” as Cap had 
declared. 

It took a long time to reconcile the rest of 
the family to poor Jolly ; but, as the hair be¬ 
gan to grow at last over the ugly patches of 
bare skin, and his ribs to disappear from 
mortal sight, and nobody appeared to (tlaim 


him, and the dog didn’t seem to be conscious 
of any other ownership, Jerry had finally come 
to rejoice in him as his own especial property 
in the face of all the world. To be sure. 
Jolly wouldn’t stand on his hind legs in the 
corner, and wouldn’t “ shake hands,” nor do 
anything else which is usually considered 
beautiful and interesting in a dog, but his 
dullness was only small grief to Jerry, as it 
afi’orded a reasonable prospt*ct of the luxuiy 
of teaching him forever. 

Cap, as a general thing, tended her plants 
as if she knew by instinct just what to do 
with them. Sometimes it happened, though 
rarely, that they would have suffered, had 
not Bannie taken pity on their forlorn con¬ 
dition, but, at the first renewal of loving at¬ 
tention from Cap they were sure to revive 
and grow like magic. Before many w'ceks 
passed, there was quite a bank of greenness 
and fragrance ranged around the edge of the 
little back porch. The roses were grown 
into sturdy little bushes, one of w hich was 
full of small, rich blossoms even now, while 
the other was covered with a generous sprink¬ 
ling of promising buds. One of the fuchsias 
hung a few shining, pink-veined leaves, and 
three pink-and-white bells over a graceful 
little trellis that Ban had made, and the other 
stood up bravely in a large jar, with a strong, 
woody stem, and a multitude<»f wide-spread¬ 
ing branches. The rose geranium already 
scented its comer of the porch with its pleas¬ 
ant perfume, the pansies i>eered brightly 
over their little box, the pinks promised soon 
to blossom, and the ivy hung in dainty fes¬ 
toons from a pretty moss basket. The fern* 
rose up from beds of fresh green moss, and 
Cap loved them best of all. 

One soft, golden day they opened the door 
of Mr. Houston’s room, to let in the -unshinc 
and balmy .spring air from out doo^^, while 
he sat propped up in his bed, so cheerful and 
strong, that his wife grew blithe as a child, 
and w'cnt singing about her w'ork, and even 
Ban flit as if a dee]) shadow was 1)eing lifted 
from her heart. “ Father is so w ell, to-day,” 
she suid, cheerily, “ I do believe, mother, 
you ought to carry that sewing home your 
self; the walk, and tin- sunshine, and fresh 
air would do you .so much gof»d.” 

Mrs. Houston consented to this, and Ban 
and her father were left together. Cap, and 
Jerry, and the baby were out on the back 
porch, playing “ minister come to tea,” and 
they were very quiet. 

“ I keep thinking about our big boy all the 
time,” said Mr. Houston, by and by. “You 
haven’t had a letter, have yon. Ban ?” 

There had been no letter. Ban told him, 
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cheerfully as she could, though whenever she 
thought of it a vague gloom and dread would 
creep Into her own heart. 

“ You know, father,” she said, ” that Cary 
hates writing. He says it hurts his fingers, 
and makes his shoulders ache, and It always 
seems as if something were creeping all over 
him. And I dare say he's afVaid Td laugh at 
his queer spelling—he makes such funny mis¬ 
takes—but I wouldn't. I’d feel more like 
crying for joy.” 

” So would I,” said her father, with a little 
huskiness in his voice, and clasping his poor, 
stringy hands as he spoke. “ When I’m lyiug 
awake at night I often catch myself won¬ 
dering If he hasn’t come home from Hidy’s 
yet; and I keep listening for his steps—he had 
such solid, straight-ahead steps, and he 
wasn’t a bit afraid of the dark, and he never 
was afraid of anything. How good he used 
to lift me in his arms and turn me over—he 
was so strong for his age. I’m afraid Cary is 
too homesick to write ; he doesn’t want us 
to know, for fear we’d worry.” 

“ I dare say he hasn’t time to write,” in¬ 
terrupted Bannie, quickly, “for Unale Reu¬ 
ben said in his letter that they’d be very 
busy this spring. Maybe he’s keeping a 
little journal, and by and i)y he means to 
send it to us, so we can sec how he spent 
every day.” 

“I hope he is,” said her father, growing 
cheerful again, “ for maybe he’ll be a great 
man some day, and how precious that little 
journal would be then, wouldn’t it. But I’m 
tired. Ban, and all out of breath. You come 
help me lie down, and smooth the pillows. 
If I could only sleep—I’m too tired to think. 
I’m so cold, too. Surely there’s been a sud¬ 
den change ; I thought you said the day was 
so warm. Put more cover over me. Ban. 
Now I’ll try to sleep.” 

The day was fair and soft iw ever. His 
daughter said sorrow’fully to herself that the 
“change ” was in him, not the weather, and 
in two hours he was full of raging fever and 
fierce pain. Mrs. Houston, coming home 
from her happy walk out in the fresh air, 
wrung her hands in anguish when she saw 
him; and the doctor, when he arrived, gave 
his orders in quick, rapid tones, as if he were 
wresting every precious moment from death; 
then promised to come in again very soon, 
and perhaps sit up all night with the sick man. 

As he opened the gate a little, cold, trem¬ 
bling hand dropped on his fingers, and he 
turned and saw Bannie’s face looking up into 
his. He understood the agony and question¬ 
ing written there, and answered, before she 
bad spoken, 


“ Dear child, there is little hope.” 

The long night crept by, and morning found 
Mr. Houston in a de^hly stupor. 

“ If he does not ^ally from this before 
noon,” the doctor told them, sadly, “all 
will be over.” i 

A vague awe and^hush pervaded the house. 
Even Jerry and (fcap lingered uneasily about 
doors and windows, not ha\ing the heart to 
play. Wee baby Houston was sick and fret¬ 
ful, and it took all Bannie’s time and tact to 
keep her quiet. Mrs. Houston was spending 
a few breathless, busy moments in the kitch¬ 
en, when, seeing poor Cap looking so tired 
and wistful, there in her watching place by 
her father’s door, she led the child to his bed, 
and placed her near it in a chair, telling her 
to be very, very still, and “ not even breathe 
loud, and if papa whispered the least little 
word, to come and tell mother.” 

Nobody could tell whether Cap felt better 
satisfied or not. She sat still as a dimxficd 
little statue for a moment, with her chubby 
hands folded in her lap, and her eyes steadily 
watching her father’s face. 

“I fink he’ll wake up pretty soon,” she 
said, presently, quite forgetting her mother’s 
injunction. “ It’s so still in here maybe he 
could hear my fiower bells ring. I mean to 
tiptoe out, ever so soft, and bring them in. 
And he’ll hear the little, fine, sweet ringin’, 
and open his eyes.” 

She stole through the outer door with foot¬ 
falls noiseless as falling leaves, and her whole 
face alight with her happy thought. In she 
came again, after a moment, swift and silent, 
carrying her fuchsia,with its beautiful, swing¬ 
ing blossoms, placed it on the stand by her 
lather’s bed, and stood looking at it with her 
hands foldec^k 

“ Seems as wsugh the light ought to shine 
through,” she said, softly, “it always makes 
the leaves look like they had gold in ’em. 
I’d better roll up the blind; sunshine is so 
nice to see, and my papa’ll be glad.” 

Then she rolled up the blind near the head 
of his bed, and darted out with radiance 
like sunlight shining in her face. Again and 
again she came, bringing her treasures, till 
the stand and the window sill were crowded. 
The ivy was there, trailing its dainty leaves 
over her father’s pillow. The sunshine crept 
into the great rose geranium till its fragrant 
leaves looked like woven green and gold, the 
roses threw fairy shadows over his still 
breast, the ftichsia bells drooped over the 
face upon the pillow, making its whiteness 
more deathly with their glory. 

“There’s my pink rose bud just open,” 
murmured Cap; “ s’pect it opened this 
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morning, pun>ose for my papa. I’ll lay it 
right in his fingers.” 

Peerless it was, with perfect petals of 
pearly pink clasped in mossy green. Cap 
broke the stem, and laid it reverently in her 
father’s white hand. Then she dropped on 
her knees by the bed, and laid her cheek on 
lier folded arms, looking up at the splendor 
of leaves, and blossoms, and light with mute 
joy. Soon her father oi^ened his eyes, and 
saw the bright head and folded arms resting 
there, very near his breast. Unutterable 
tenderness illuminated his face os he looked. 
He tried to touch her, but his hand wearily 
dropped. 

Listen, papa,” said Cap, breathlessly, os 
she observed the slight motion, and saw the 
unclosed eyes. “ You don’t hardly breathe. 
Maybe you can hear my flower bells ring. 
Sec, I’ll make ’em swing now, softly, softly. 
Don’t you hear It, papa? I can’t; but 
you’re so still. Isn’t it fine and sweet little 
ringin’ ?” 

The unutterable tenderness still shone in 
the white face upon the pillow, but a vague 
pain and wonder was shadowing it now, like 
the bewildered outlook of a soul at some 
dark, looming mystery. 

” I think I hear it, my precious,” he mur¬ 
mured, in broken breaths; ” it’s very sweet 
and strange, but far off. And I—think I 
hear my big boy coming home, with strong, 
-steady steps. I’m glad he’s coming. I’ve 
listened so long, and I’m weary waiting 
awake so long in the night. He’s so big and 
strong, he lifts me so easy.” Presently he 
whispered again, “Tell mother, little one, 
and the rest. I think the end is at hand.” 

The mother was there. She had entered 
noiselessly, and beckoned ^^Bannie; and 
Jerry was called. Baby dine, too, with 
great, wondering eyes. Only once again 
spoke the pale lips. 

” I love—all. Tell Cary—father wants 

him.” 

Over heart-breaking good byes, and sud¬ 
den, bitter loneliness, let us draw the vail. 
Such agony is for God’s pitying eyes to look 
upon, and fpr human hearts to know; not 
for any pen to describe. 

Cary was sent for, but he did not come. 
A letter reached the lonely ones at home, 
after many days. It was queer, an^ blun¬ 
dering, and rebellious, and good, and tender, 
all at oneo, just like Cary, and was written 
to his mother. 

“I can’t tell how I feel,” it said ; “blurs 
come over my eyes and great lumps rise in 
my throat whcneve|- I try to think. Some¬ 
times—I don’t know—it seems as if I can’t 


feel how sorry I am, myself. I just walk 
round and don’t see anybody, no matter how 
many folks I’m with ; and it seems as though 
I’m like that big stone, out by the gate, 
heavy, and hard, and dumb. I’ve dreamed 
a good many times since I came out here that 
I worked for Hidy yet, and he wouldn’t let 
me go home to father. And I’d wake up all 
in a heat, and go to the garret window—it’s 
just a hole in the siding—and look out at the 
prairie, stretching away so dim, and endless, 
and ghostly, with the night mists hovering 
upon it, and I’d think It would be so glorious 
to get right out there and walk and walk till 
I got homo to father. Then the herders and 
other hands from Frenchtown, sleeping down 
on the floor behind me, they’d snore all at once, 
like that wheezy little brass band that used 
to come over from Foxbush on the Fourth, 
and I’d laugh and forget all about my dream. 
I couldn’t come home. Uncle Reuben always 
says he’s * harrassed ’ so much, and he doesn’t 
have any money at all, and the bands arc all 
tormenting him for their wages; and Aunt 
Matilda said she * didn’t see that it would do 
any go«d for me to go home,’ and ‘Cary 
didn’t seem to care much’—because I was 
going around so stony and quiet you know— 

* and if she w'as Reuben she wouldn’t worry.’ 
And so Uncle Reuben didn’t worry at all, 
and I couldn’t get one bit of money to come 
home with, and the days have kept going by 
and going by, and now I think I will just 
stay till fall. Ban, do you remember the 
night I came home from Hidy’s and you had 
some broiled rabbit for mo, and I wouldn’t 
be good natured, and I tried to tell you how 
I didn’t think ‘ Providence treated us right ?’ 
Well, I’m mixed up worse than ever, now. 
I’m mad, ’most all the time. You kiss the 
baby six kisses for me, right on the back of 
her neck.” 

“ Moving day ” came, and with it the infor¬ 
mation that the house they lived in had been 
sold, and they were bitterly urged to give up 
possession. The rent was unpaid for half 
the winter, the owner said, and “nobody 
could atford to keep houses just for the ac¬ 
commodation of beggars.” 

Mrs. Houston was too weary and heartsick 
to do anything but a little work at home. 
It was brave Ban w’ho went house hunting 
from day to day. 

“ Strange that so many hard things come 
into my life,” she caught herself murmuring, 
sometimes. “ Things that make me feel like 
‘ gritting my teeth,’ as Cary used to say, and 
clinching my hands.” 

But Aunt Lulu’s dying w'ords haunted her 
with their fender sweetness, and she would 
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say, in her heart, Loving God makes life 
sweet, and I do love Him, and I know He 
loves me, and it’ll all come right somehow.” 

At last they secured two rooms in a square 
old house, whose front touched a dirty street 
lined with red-curtained saloons, squalid 
houses, and mean little shops. Its sides were 
covered with tattered rags of circus adver¬ 
tisements, till they looked like bloody battle 
grounds, with here a naked, leaping leg, 
hero a ghastly trunk, there a leering face, 
all mingled with torn Horses, and tasseled 
rings, and tall bars. Upon the ground floor, 
opening out upon the pavement, was a vulgar 
grocery, where mouldy oranges, wormy 
prunes, and strong-smelling toilet soaps were 
ofl’ered for sale. A flight of shaky, old, out¬ 
side stairs led from the pavement up to Mrs. 
Houston’s rooms. In the large room adjoin¬ 
ing the grocery below, and in several apart¬ 
ments up stairs, a man manufactured some 
vile stuff he called vinegar, and in the re¬ 
maining port ion of the house lived a German 
femily. Jerry and Cap were delighted with 
moving, of course. Such overhauling of old 
lumber, such bringing to light of delightful 
odds and ends, such unearthing of old, for¬ 
gotten playthings, made for them one long, 
delicious day of sight seeing and treasure 
gathering. 

The drayman carried up the last heavy 
piece of furniture, and went his way. Cap 
and Jerry seated themselves triumphantly at 
the top of the old stairs, and Mrs. Houston 
and Bannic stood silently a moment survey¬ 
ing the grimy old den which was to be their 
“ front room.” The vinegar,” stewing and 
simmering in some distant ])art of the house, 
sent a hot, sickening smell to the very spot 
where they stood. The grea.sy ]mper on the 
walls hung in shreds and patches, the doors 
were scrawled with the names of former oc¬ 
cupants, and a few tatters of dusty, cob- 
webbed paper hung over the solitary window. 
Ban spoke flrst. 

“We shall die,” she said, drearily. It 
seemed as if Aunt Lulu’s words eould hardly 
be meant for life like this. But her mother 
answered, 

“ No, Gtod is God, still. We must, work, 
and wait, and love.” 

There was very little time, for philosophiz¬ 
ing or repining, in the midst of tlur scrubbing, 
and scalding, and scouring, and whitewasli- 
ing, with which they immediately busied 
themselves; and after several days of hard 
work, they had the satisfaction of knowing 
that their own rooms, at least, were clean. 
There was the perfume of the \incgar, still, 
but luckily it was not »‘(pially strong at all 


times, and on some days could hardly be de¬ 
tected in the afternoons. 

No blind was needed in the window, where 
Cap’s plants held their wilderness of leaves 
up to the very topmost pane; and it was a 
pleasure even to watch their shadows in the 
sunslilne, down upon the clean, old, gray 
carpet. Morning glories and scarlet beans, 
planted in boxes, would soon wreathe the 
railing at the side of the bald old stairs with 
beauty, and the little platform at the top 
looked almost like a fairy bower already, 
where Cap could curl herself up by the hour, 
watching the passers by. 

They had no neighbors in their new home, 
neighbors in the dear, old-fashioneil, friendly 
sense of the word. One door from their 
rooms led into those adjoining, w hich were 
occupied by the German family, tut it was 
always closed. Sometimes Ban, or her 
mother, sitting by the window in their room, 
heard heavy yet cushiony-sounding footfalls 
<*omlng down the stairs, and, If they looked 
out immediately after, saw Bauer, the Ger¬ 
man, crossing the street to enter a beer shop. 
He had glossy, black hair, clustering in rich 
curls all over his head, and his upper lip 
w’as ornamented with a most luxuriant mous¬ 
tache. His linen was always dainty and fine, 
and his large wrists and hands white as his 
ample cuffs. The most luxurious slippers 
encased his large feet, and the long, curled 
stem of his pipe glittered with white, and 
scarlet, and gold. But his red neck was 
brutally thick, and his cheeks purjde and 
hard. He had a guitar, a violin, and a flute. 
Sometimes he would sit a few moments by 
his own window, and play clumsily, first 
upon one instrument, then u]xm another; 
soon makii^ihis little pilgrimage to tlie beer 
counter, as if music, after all, had small 
charms for him compared to the delights of 
those dirty, foamy buckets. The vinegar 
maker, meeting Mrs. Houston at the well, 
sociably volunteered some information con¬ 
cerning her neighbors. Bauer knew more 
languages than any professor in the country, 
lie told her. He eould speak and read Span¬ 
ish, Italian, French, Latin, and “ everything 
else.” 

Two women appeared, now and then, and 
a little, puny, black-eyed baby was always 
held tenderly in the anns of one or the other. 
Tliey had square, white faces, with sad. 
patient eyes, and low foreheads, with great 
braids of glossy blhck hair. Not a word or 
look from them ever betokened any desire to 
be friendly with their new' neighbors. They 
rather-re]>elled than invited any advances. 
Several times dee]) in the night, Mrs. Hous- 
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ton and Bannie were awakened by a strange 
sound, as if somebody had fallen heavily to 
the floor in their neighbors’ room. Then a 
woman would moan and the baby cry, and 
after that light footfalls always went swiftly 
down the stairs, and the baby’s crying 
sounded as if it were being carried down by 
whoever was descending. Presently the 
light steps would come up again, followed 
by those slow, cushiony slippers. There 
was never any loud call for help, but some¬ 
body evidently went and called Bauer from 
his night carousal, and the moaning and 
crying were never hushed till he came.” 

[To be continued.] 

POOR. 


BT MRS. BMILY J. BUOBSB. 

Hands in his pockets. 
Whistling a tune: 

Poor little Tommy, 

Merry as June. 

Poverty dowers him. 
What does he care? 
Happy in sunshine, 
^ppy in air. 

Healthful and buoyant. 
He does not know 
That he inherits 
Sorrow and woe. 
Sharing the little 
Others can give. 

He is contented 
To be and live. 

Out of his childhood, 
Meager and bare. 

He will be going 
To do and dare. 

Ever above him 
Angels may bend. 

And God be father, ^ 
Brother, and friend. 


Bb Pure^—a group of children had been 
admitted to a beautiful garden, where the 
sweetest of flow'ers bloomed, and silvery 
fountains laughed in the sunshine. It w'as 
an eventful day for the little ones, and care- 
ftil hands had arrayed them in their freshest 
robes. But as the owner of the garden 
walked among them, glad in giving joy to 
others, he saw one who seemed to find no 
pleasure in the beauty about her, who wept, 
and tried to hide herself from him. 

“ Why is this ?” he asked, kindly. “ Wliy 
are you troubled ?” 

She pointed to her soiled dress, and sobbed, 

“ O, sir, I played until it was too late to 
make myself tidy, and I vainlv thought I 
could slip in with the others and be happy.” 

And the good man said, ” So would it be, 
my little children, in the Heavenly Garden. 
There would be no gladness for any who 
might find themselves there not having on 
the white robe of Christ’s Righteousness.” 

jiUn Grant. 


” ROBIN.” 

BY FANNIE J. PAVBY. 

My little brother, Robin, is only five years 
old, and he’s just the nicest, funniest little 
felloiv you ever saw ; but he docs do dread¬ 
ful thiug.*^, sometimes. 

For a whole year, he has been teasing to 
go to school, and last w'lnter, mamma prom¬ 
ised him that. If he would be a good boy, he 
might go this summer; but we were at 
Uncle Charley’s nearly all summer, so he 
couldn’t go until this fall. All of this vaca¬ 
tion he had thought of nothing else but the 
first day of school, and it would make you 
laugh to see him try to stretch himself up as 
tall as I am, when of course he couldn’t, be¬ 
cause I’m twice as old as he is. 

This morning was the commencement of 
the fall term, and Robin’s head was so full 
of it, that he woke up before anybody but 
Kitty had thought of stirring. He bothers 
Kitty awfully, sometimes; but when he 
wants to coax her to do anything, he is so 
sweet about it, that she says “ it’s niver a 
bit of a uo ” she can give him. So when he 
asked her to dress him, she told him at first 
that he was crazy, to be getting up so early, 
and she wouldn’t help him at all, at all. 

But he hopped out of bed and ran down 
stairs after her as fast as his little legs could 
carry him; and when she was on her knees, 
putting the potatoes in the oven, he crept 
up behind her, and put his arm tight around 
her neck. 

“ Now I’ve got you,” he said. 

“ You naughty boy !” said she ; “ you’ll 
catch a dreadful cold, running around the 
house like this in your nightgown. What’ll 
I do wid you ?” 

“O, just dreth me, Kitty dear; pleathe 
do.” 

And then she gave him a kiss, and picking 
him up in her anus, brought him up stairs ; 
and I heard her say, 

“ I niver saw the likes of you ; you’re as 
cunning as a jailor. I supiiose I might as 
well dress you and have done wdd it, or else 
you’ll niver quit your bothering.” 

That’s just the way it always comes out. 
if Robin wants anything. He hides grand- 
ma’s spectacles, and steps on her old cat’s 
tall, but she’s always giving him sugar plums 
and laughing at his tricks. Even if mother 
scolds him, there is a laugh in her eye, and 
he isn’t one bit afraid. 

Well, this morning, when Kitty brought 
him up stairs, he looked just as pleased as 
he possibly could be ; and for all Kitty had 
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to leave her work to bother witli him, even 
If she pretended to be eross, anyone could 
see she wasn’t. He was in such a liiirry to 
be dressed, that he behaved first rate, and 
60 Kitty soon had him all ready. He has 
just got his first pants and boots, and he 
thinks they make him ever so many inches 
taller. As soon as he had them on, ho put 
his hands into his pockets and strutted 
around like a young peacock, all the while 
trying to whistle and act like brother Mark. 

I was real sleepy, and wanted to have 
another nap, and so I said, 

“ Do go away, Robin, I want to sleep.” 

And then he looked at me as sober as an 
owl, and said something grandpa liad taught 
him, “ Early to bed and early to rlthe, 
makth a man healthy, wealthy, and ivithe.” 

I was getting vexed because he wouldn’t 
go away, and so I said, as crossly as I could, 

** You are not a man yet 1 and you are 
oot very wise, either, so you needn’t feel so 
big.” But I couldn’t help laughing to see 
the airs he put on, as he said, 

” 0, you are nothing but a girl; you can’t 
wear boots!” 

And then he went marching out of the 
room like a major, and I could hear him 
tramping through the hall and up stairs and 
down, until he had waked up everyone in 
the house. 

Then he could hardly w’ait for breakfkst; 
and after it was over he was just as bad, and 
never gave me a bit of peace until school 
lime. When we were at last all ready to go, 
mother kissed us, and said, 

” Now you’ll be sure to be a good boy, 
won’t you, Robin and he looked as honest 
as a judge, and said, ‘‘ Of eourthe I will, 
ma.” 

He wouldn’t take hold of my hand, 
‘‘Cauthe I ain’t a baby anymore,” he said; 
and so he w’alked along by my side, trying to 
take as long steps as 1 did. When we got to 
school I told Mr. Porter that he was my 
little brother, Robin; and he said that he 
was glad to see him, and hoped he would be 
very good, and try to learn; and then he 
gave him a seat upon a bench with some 
others. 

I couldn’t help wateliliig him nearly all 
of the time. I was so afraid that he might 
do something Improper. He was real good 
while Mr. Porter was calling the roll and 
reading the Bible ; but in the middle of the 
prayer he burst right out laughing, and when 
I looked out between my fingers, I saw that 
one of the big boys was making funny faces 
at him. Robin was kind of scared when he 
laughed out loud, and his face was as red as 


fire, when Mr. Porter looked at him after 
the prayer. I was so ashamed that I wished 
we were both at home. 

Robin was pretty good for a while after 
that, and sat and watched Alice Spencer, 
who is a little, rcd-checked girl, with long 
curls and pretty, blue eyes. After a while he 
began to move ui? closer to her, and took a 
big red apple out of his pocket and put it in 
her lap; then she kissed him, and all the big 
boys and girls began to laugh. 

” Little Robin,” said Mr. Porter, ” I think 
you had better go to the other end of the 
bench and so he had to go. 

Robin learned his letters a long time ago, 
and can spell a great many words, so he was 
put in the primer with little Alice aud some 
others about as big as she. When it came 
Robin’s turn to read, he couldn’t make out 
what t-e-a spelt; and Mr. Porter said, 

” It’s something that I guess your mamma 
drinks, and I shouldn’t wonder if you liked 
a taste, sometimes. Can’t you think what 
it is?” 

“Wine,” said Robin, smacking liis lips; 
” but I never get any, if I do like it.” 

Mr. Porter’s mouth looked as though it 
was going to smile, and I was afraid be would 
think that mamma drank wine all the time, 
and she doesn’t; she only takes it when she 
is sick, aud Robin is always teasing for it 
because It looks so pretty. 

In a few minutes, Mr. Porter wanted to 
know what r-o-d spelt, and he said, ” It’s 
something they punish bad Imys with, some¬ 
times ; can anyone tell what it is ?” 

“ Yeth, thir, it Ith shingle,'^ sang out Robin. 
” I never get whipped, but Larry Gaynon’s 
mother licks him awfully, and she most 
always takes a shingle.” 

Everybody in school began to laugh, when 
he said that, and Mr. Porter laughed, too, 
and excused the class. 

After that, Robin opened his primer, and 
pretended to be studying, but I could see 
that Jimmy Smith, who sat next to him, 
kept picking at him and teasing him, and all 
of a sudden, when I looked up, they were 
spitting at each other. 

I hemmed and coughed, and tried to make 
Robin look at me, but ho didn’t ; and pretty 
soon Mr. Porter saw them, too, and said, 

” Jimmy and Robin, come here, right 
away.” 

I thought he was trying to keep from 
laughing, but he looked very sober, and said, 

” I’m astonished to find you engaged in 
such a disgraceful manner: if you must spit 
at anyone, you may spit at me. Now begin, 
Jimmy.” 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



80 


The Littk Corporal Magazine. 


[March, 


“ I don’t want to, sir,” said Jimmy, begin¬ 
ning to cry. 

“ Well, if I excuse you, do you think you 
will ever do it again ?” asked Mr. Porter. 

“ No, sir,” said Jimmy, hanging his head. 

” Then you may go to your seat,” said 
Mr. Porter. “ And now, Robin, are you 
ready to begin ?” 

Robin didn’t look sorry a bit, and when 
Mr. Porter asked him, lie stood straight up 
and spit right on Mr. Porter’s coat. Mr. 
Porter looked astonislicd, I can tell you ; 
but he couldn’t scold Robin, for he told him 
to do it, though, of course, he thought he 
wouldn’t dare ; so he only said, “ You may 
take your seat, now, sir.” 

Oh! I was so mortified, that I felt as if I 
wanted to run away and hide; but I guess 
that Robin w'as sorry, too, when he saw 
what he had done, for he pulled out his little 
bit of a handkerchief, and went right up to 


Mr. Porter, and said, ** Pleathe, Mr. Porter, 
let me wipe it ofif. I’m real thorry it went 
on your coat.” 

And Mr. Porter couldn’t help being good 
to him, any more than Grandma and Kitty ; 
so he let him wipe it oflf, and then put his 
hand upon Robin’s head and only said, 

“ Now you’ll try and not do anytliingmore 
that is naughty, won’t you ?” 

And Robin said, “Yeth, thlr. I’ll be ath 
good ath pie, till thchool ith out.” 

So he tried hard to be good after he went 
to his seat, but it wasn’t long before his little 
curly head began to bob up and down, and 
at last it tumbled over on the seat, and lie 
went fast asleep. I was real glad when 
school was out, and that he was not going 
in the allemoon. But I guess he’ll be better 
to-morrow, and perhaps your little brotlier, 
(if you’ve got one.) wouldn’t have done any 
better the first day. 



THH STORY' OF A II FRO. 


IIY GER.\LD NORTH. 


It might have been a long storj% for the 
hero was as brave as good Sir Galahad, and 
perhaps as well deserved immortality. But 
he was only a boy, and they say boys don’t 
alw’ays have justice done them. He ^^as a 
very poor boy besides, and there was nobody 
in particular to tell the story, and so it never 
was told in any regular way, only passed 
from lip to lip, and kept sacred in the hearts 
that held it, like the legends of the old 
saints. 


I’m afraid he waMi’t a saint, though. He 
had been known to join most heartily in 
playing a trick on the pompous little police¬ 
man, that kept the newsboys in order while 
they were waiting for their papers; and 
once, when a big peanut boy W’as pounding 
a little candy peddler, he pitched in vigorous¬ 
ly and gave the big fellow a complstc pom¬ 
meling. He had been heard to say. rough 
words upon hard provocation, wliich was 
m>t so strange as it might have lK*cn, seeing 
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he never in hie miserable little life was taught 
any better. In short, he was nothing better 
than a ragged, dirty, little heathen, and it 
was out of all reason that he should have 
wanted to Join the boys of his ward school 
in that last game of “ shinny.” Why, he 
hadn’t even a pair of skates, but came* scuf¬ 
fing along with his clumsy shoes, as sure 
footed as a cat, except when one of the 
merry skaters glided suddenly across his 
track, or half-a-dozen of them swarmed i)ell- 
n(ell over him in the eager rush for the ball. 
He never minded that, or the frequent raps 
from the sticks that struck wildly at the fly- 
ing ball, and seemed to have as much fun as 
if he were leader, and his feet had silver 
wings. 

He had not been chosen on cither side; 
not because he was poor—^your genuine boy 
is a democrat, and snaps his fingers at soci^ 
distinctions—but because be had no skates, 
and what was the use of a fellow without 
skates ? Well, it was hard'work keeping up, 
and by and by he shulficd off the ice, danced 
a turn or two on shore to warm his feet a 
little, and started, with his hands in his 
pockets, for the glue factory, where Tim 
Conover was sure to let him warm up. It 
wasn’t in boy nature not to see how the 
game was coniing out, however, so he crossed 
a vacant lot and came down to the river just 
by the ice houses. > 

Ah! it only needed one glance to see how 
It must come out for some of them. Only a 
few rods sway was the belt of blue water 
where the ice had been sawn across to keep 
the boys from spoiling the harvest of the ice 
packers, and every instant they were coming 
closer to it. Couldn’t they see it? Would 
not somebody see it ? No one had eyes or 
thoughts for anything but that ball, gliding, 
glancing, darting here and there among the 
steel-clad feet. 

It was a long way around the bend and up 
the river by any street, but straight across, 
where the ice cutters had been at work, was a 
thin,treacherou8 sheet of broken ice. It might 
hold a boy up, but if it didn’t—there was no 
time to think about that, for the next instant 
a ragged little hero was dashing across it, 
whooping and screaming like a locomotive 
gone mad. Would the ice bear? Yes; per¬ 
haps the hands that are underneath the fall¬ 
ing sparrow held it up, and the herd of start¬ 
led players looked up, and circled with quick 
motion from the very edge of the chasm at 
their feet. 

“ Who was it ? Where is he ?” they asked, 
with pale faces. 

Gone down with the breaking ice, to come 


up again, gasping and struggling, and at last 
to be drawn out, chilled and breathless, by 
the ice cutters. They rubbed him with all 
the vigor of their brawny arips ; they held 
him up by the heels to let the water run out; 
they pounded, and squeezed, and tossed him 
in a blanket, but he lived through it all, and 
came to himself with a strangling cough, and 
a laugh of approbation. Everybody praised, 
and x)etted, and made much of him, and then 
forgot all about him ; so it was left forme to 
tell his story, and I call it ** TJu Story of a 
Hero.^' 


LULLABY. 


BT SHIBLET CLAIR. 

A song for the baby, sweet little Bo-peep. 

Come, wee Willie Winkle, and sing her to sleep. 

Come toss her high up, and trot her low down, 
This is the road to Blinkiepeeptown. 

Come press down her eyelids, and sing in her ear 
The wonderful songs that in dreamland we hear. 

The chime of the waters, the drone of the bees, 
The tales that the blossoms are telling the breeze. 

For spite of her crowing and cooing I see 
The baby is sleepy as sleepy can be. 

Down flatter the eyelids—dear little Bo-peep- 
Now whist! Willie Winkie, she's gone fast to 
sleep.__ 

DON’T CROW BEFORE IT’S MORNING. 


BT W. O. C. 

An old rooster waked up in the middle of 
the night and began to crow. That waked 
up another rooster over at the next house. 
In three minutes, every rooster in the country 
was crowing, as fkr off as you could hear. 
There wasn’t any of them that thought it was 
morning; but one crowed just because the 
other did. It was all done for mischief. It 
was going to be Christmas, that morning, 
and I wanted to be up early. So, as soon as 
I heard the old rooster crow, I waked up as 
quick as a steel trap and sprang out of bed. 
I thought it was morning for certain. I was 
just going to hurrah for Christmas when I 
found out that it was all dark and still in the 
house. I thought there must be a mistake 
somewhere, but could not think just where 
it was. I lay down again, and the roosters 
kept crowing. So I lay awake, expecting 
every minute that it would be daylight. 
I never knew before that the night was so 
long. I say it was too bad. A boy does not 
like to be cheated in that way. Besides, it 
isn’t honest. You never can truKt anybody 
that doesn’t tell the truth when he crows. 
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GIRLS IN THE NORTH. 

RY BUSAN COOLIDOE. 

No. 1.— Fukdhika Bkembr. 

Which of you children has u big atlas? 
Just open it to the Map of Europe, please, 
and look out Norway and Sweden. There 
they arc, those long, pinkstiips, right on top 
of Germany and Denmark, with the Atlantic 
one side of them, and two great gulfs on the 
other. Higher still is Lapland, where the 
reindeer live. They are cold countries, with 
long winters, and hot, short summers, into 
which the flowers and fruits, birds and bees, 
hurry at a double quick, as if to make up 
for lost time. The people who live there 
love their laud with a passionate affection. 
They are simple, earnest folk, and some little 
:xirls have been bom there who grew up into 
rt*markable women, and did brave, capital 
things, which I think you will like to hear 
about. 

The first of whom I shall tell you, was 
bom in the Province of Finland, about 
seventy years ago. The name they gave her 
was Fredrika. 

Finland is that large, greenish patch which 
hangs to the west side of northern Russia. 
In fact, it is a part of Russia, though only 
the narrow Gulf of Bothnia divides it from 
Sweden. 

That is all the geography there is going to 
be in my story, darlings, so don’t be fright¬ 
ened at these long names. 

Well, as I said, Fredrika was bom, and 
when about three years old, her father left 
Finland to live in Stockholm. I suppose 
they just went on board a boat, and sailed 
across the Gulf of Bothnia. It looks pretty 
easy on the map, where the gulf is only two 
Angers wide; but I guess if we went there, 
we should find it a great, rough sea, on 
which our poor, little girl had a chance to 
be very sick before she got to the other side. 

Before lc»ng, the father bought a place in 
the country called Arsta, and from that time 
they always lived there a part of the year. 
It was a ver>’ old bouse, with big rooms 
rt(n>n‘d with wood or stone, and the ceilings 
ever so high. All the top story was unfur¬ 
nished, except for spiders and creaks, and 
the children and servants w'ere afraid to go 
there on account of ghosts. There was a 
most beautiful garden, full of trees and old- 
fashioned plants, and the little ones, who in 
tStockholm were never allowed to go out 
doors, rejoiced in it as the pleasantest play 
place in the world. There were quite a num¬ 
ber of them—big Charlotte, the eldest, Hedda 


and Agatha, who were babies, and Claes and 
August, the brothers. Fredrika was the 
second—a queer, lonely child, with all sorts 
of odd ways and fancies. When she was 
very little, one of her greatest pleasures was 
to bum things in the fire. “ It w'as so de¬ 
lightful to sec the flames,” she said, when 
scolded; and so, when other combustibles 
failed, she would throw hi a handkerchief, 
or a pair of stockings. Cutting, too, was 
her passion. They were afraid to trust her 
with a pair of scissors. If they did, she 
would lock herself in the parlor, and be found 
snipping holes in the silk chairs, or round 
and square pieces out of the front of her 
frock. Besides this, she w'as possessed w ith 
a desire to know what would break and what 
wouldn’t; and she tried so many experi¬ 
ments, that, one by one, most of the glass 
and china, and all the playthings in the 
nursery, were demolished. But the little 
witch was an afifectionate child, for all that, 
and felt dreadfully when lectured and pun¬ 
ished, as of course she was, a great deal of 
the time. 

Her mamma was a very strict woman In¬ 
deed. One of her notions was that children 
should have but little to eat, that they might 
g^ow up slender and graceful. So the poor, 
little things were always hungry. Their 
supper was a bit of cracker and one tiny cup 
of milk, and breakfast was exactly like it; 
80 you can fancy how starved they were by 
two o’clock, dinner time. In fact, quite 
often they were tempted to steal food from 
the table when it was set for papa’s lunch, 
and felt like thieves afterward. Once they 
were playing in the dining room, where 
someone had been having breakfast, and 
hungry Fredrika proposed that, by way of a 
game, all the rest should sit in a row with 
their eyes shut, while she did something— 
she did not say what. They kept their eyes 
shut as long as they could, and then they 
peeped, and all cried out “ Oh!” at the same 
time; for there was Fredrika at the table, 
devouring, as fast as she could, what was 
left on the plates! For my part, I don’t 
blame her much. It is dreadful to be hungry, 
especially when you are only six years old. 

Once a year they had as much as they 
wanted, and that was at Christmas, when 
every child had what was called a “ Yule 
Heap” of buns, biscuits, and cakes, with 
plates full of raisins, almonds, and candy, 
and a tall candlestick with three candles to 
light it up. And while they were stuffing 
themselves with these good things, the door 
would open, and in would come a queer 
figure with a mask on and horns on his head. 
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He was known as the “Yule Buck,” and 
brought all the Christmas pi-esents, which 
he threw into the room, tied up in paper and 
marked with names. The children ran races 
to pick them up, and had groat sport in open¬ 
ing them; but it doesn't seem to me half as 
nice a way as ours. Dear old Santa Claus 
with his pack, ftlling the stockings, is worth 
half a dozen “Yule Bucks.” Don’t you 
think so ? 

On birthdays, too, they had a feast. Once, 
Charlotte proposed to Hedda and Agathd, 
that they should save a part of all the candy 
they had given them for a whole year, to 
make a grand celebration for Fredrika, who 
was very fond of it. The little ones agreed, 
but it was pretty hard work to keep them 
to it; and when they saw the bag they were 
apt to tease, so that Charlotte bad to dole 
out a comtlt or so apiece, to satisfy them. 
When at last the great day came, and the 
bag w'as emptied out, there was such a quan¬ 
tity that it filled four dishes! Fredrika was 
delighted ; but, alas! from long keeping, 
the sugar plums had grown so hard that it 
was necessary to pound most of them in a 
mortar to make them eatable. The children 
didn’t mind it, however, and thought them 
fall as good as if fresh from the confec tioner’s. 

As she grew older, Fredrika began to be 
distressed about her nose, the shape of which 
did not please her. She tried wearing hair 
pins in bed, and all sorts of things, but they 
only made it redder and larger. Then she 
fancied her forehead was too low, and cut 
the hair off; and when it grew again, she 
got a pair of pincers and dragged it out by 
the roots. The consequence was a forehead 
that seems to have run away up to where 
bald spots usually line, and couldn’t have 
been half as nice as the one God meant she 
should have! Depend upon it, dears, our 
faces never do so well as when we let them 
alone, and just take pains to keep them as 
sweet and clean and good humored as 
possible. 

Life was pretty quiet at Arsta. The boys 
had a tutor, and there was a governess for 
the girls, who taught them all that women 
were expected to lesim in those days—music 
and French, and a little arithmetic and geo¬ 
graphy. In the winter they took dancing 
lessous. These branches, and cooking, Avere 
all that were thonglil proper for a young 
lady. They never Avent anyAvhere, nor play¬ 
ed Avith other children, nor even attended 
church, nlthoiigh they longed to do so. 
Sometimes Fredrika and Charlotte would 
steal out and sit under the church AvlndoAv, 
where they could hear tie* s^Tinon, but they 


dared not tell their mother. And once, |>oor 
Fredrika was so fired with the idea of going 
into the army, that she ran away. There 
AA'as a great deal of fighting in those days, 
and the little Swedes were as fierce and 
patriotic as we were a while ago. So Fred¬ 
rika took It into her head that, if she once 
mode her escape, she could put on boy’s 
clothes and enlist as a drummer, or some¬ 
thing; and the prospect w’as so charming, 
that she took her^ little blanket shaAvi and 
set out, hoping that a carriage or cart would 
come by to take her to the capital. But 
nothing came along, “not CA’cn a cat,” as 
she told her sister, and she had to come back 
again and study more French and geography. 

The tutor seems to have been a A'ery kind 
man, on whom she was fond of playing tricks. 
Once she got a very heavy pincushion, with 
a lead bottom, and dropped it in his little 
pocket, as he stood with his back to her. 
He pretended to take no notice, but pretty 
soon went out of the room, and when he 
came back, the coat was straight again, and 
there were no signs of the pincushion. Fred¬ 
rika was dreadfully frightened, for the cush¬ 
ion was her mother’s, and she didn’t want 
to be found out; so, after a day or two, she 
ventured to ask, ver>' timidly, if Mr. R. had 
not “ seen a pinenshion somewhere ?” 

“ A pincushion ?” he said. “ What pin¬ 
cushion ?” 

Then she had to confess; and after teasing 
her a little, the good man went and brought 
it from its hiding place. 

Another time she pinned a ball of yam to 
his coat, as he was walking to and fro. It 
was quite amusing to watch it roll after him, 
bat by and by she found he was marching 
round her in a circle, tangling the yam about 
her feet. He had discoA'cred the trick, and 
took this good-humored way of punishing 
her for it. 

“ Nothing ever happened at Arsta.” As 
the girls grcAv older, they found it dreadfully 
dull, and were at their wits’ end to think of 
subjects to talk about in the evenings, when 
they were expected to sit with their parents 
and make themselves agreeable. Once some 
coAv.s ran aAvay, and pranced and kicked 
across the lawn; and this was such a sur¬ 
prising event, that each one saved It up In 
her private mind as a subject of conA'ersa- 
tion. So, first Charlotte told the story, and 
then Hedda and Agiitha, and last of all, poor 
Fredrika, who had just come in, began, 

“ Papa, the coavs”— 

Mr. Bremer, who. I suppose, could stand 
it no longer, cut her short with, 

“ Ah ! Avell. that i> the fourth time I have 
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heard all that. Now there really must be 
an end to it.” 

So there was no chance for the story again. 

This papa of theirs was rather a hard man 
to live with. Sometimes lie was kind, but 
more often, and especially when he was sick 
and had the gout, he would be cross and 
savage, and make his family very uncomfort¬ 
able. The daughters took turns in playing 
chess witli him. Charlotte managed very 
well, and though she always beat once or 
twice, that he might not suspect her of care¬ 
lessness, was sure to let him win the last 
game, which left him in good humor. But 
poor Fredrika could not bear to be beaten, 
and what with one thing and another, and 
being well scolded, she generally left the 
table in tears. 

Once in a great while something amusing 
happened.. The peasant girls came to Arsta 
to have their hair dressed for their weddings. 
It was an old custom that they should do so, 
and a great business to get it fixed properly. 
First it was braided tight, and then raveled 
out into a crimpy mass, and powdered all 
over with pounded glass, spangles, and bits 
of gold leaf. They must have had fine times 
brushing them out next day ! On top of all 
went the marriage crown, which was made 
of silver, gilt, and very heavy; and perched 
above that rose three tall, ostrich feathers, 
one red, one w'hite, and one blue. The wed¬ 
ding dress was always black silky and ribbons 
hung from the belt, to which were attached 
the bridegroom’s presents—pocket handker¬ 
chiefs, cravats, and gloves. When all was 
done, the bride was led to a large looking- 
glass to admire herself. One poor girl who 
came to be beautified, with a face as dark as 
an Indian’s, said she couldn’t think why it 
should be so, for she had talien such pains, 
rubbed it all over with soap and lain down 
in the sun on the bleaching ground to turn 
white, as the linen did! The Arsta sisters 
could hardly help laughing, though they felt 
very sorry for her; but it was too late to 
remedy the evil. These weddings were very 
entertaining affairs, but, unluckily, they 
didn’t happen every day. 

As Fredrika grew to be a young woman, 
she found her life at home hard to bear. 
I don’t know that I can make you under¬ 
stand exactly why this was. Let me see 
if I can. You know, in our country, when 
a girl “comes of age,” as it is called, the 
law allows her, if her home is not a happy 
one, to change it; to enter into some sort of 
business, if she likes, or marry, without ask¬ 
ing anyone’s consent. Happily most homes 
arc so pleasant that there is no such need; 


\ 

but if the contrary were the case, you can 
easily sec what a comfort this right w ould 
give. But in Sw'eden, at that time, there 
was no such thing as “ coming of age” for 
a woman. Unless she married, she was 
looked ui^bn, as long as her parents lived, 
as a child. Even if she w'erc fifty years old, 
and her father a drunkard, or a miser, and 
made her life miserable, there w'as no remedy. 
She could not change her home, marry, nor 
pursue any sort of trade, without his express 
permission. And having their daughters 
thus completely in their power, Swedish 
fathers were apt to be pretty severe. 

Fredrika’s father was not a bad man, but 
he had all the old feeling about his girls, 
and whichever way she wanted to turn, she 
found the door barred. She longed to study, 
and was forbidden. She saw poverty and 
ignorance all around, and wanted to go and 
do some useful work, such as teaching the 
poor or nursing in a hospital; that, too, was 
forbidden. When she applied for leave to 
go out oflener, she was told to hold on to 
the back of a chair and jump up and down, 
by way of exercise. She might go to balls 
now' and then, if she wanted to, and write 
verses, and practice accomplishments that 
would make a show in society; but that was 
all. The things for which she was best 
fitted, and which she w'as most anxious to 
be at, were all prohibited. 

So it is no w'onder that Fredrika sometimes 
was unhappy and bitter. She herself tells us 
that her constant w'isfi was to die ! But her 
strong, brave nature seemed bound to grow 
in spite of all obstacles. She worked hard 
at her books and writing, she made and gave 
away great quantities of medicine to the 
poor, and saved every penny she could, that 
she might have to spare for them. Once, by 
mistake, she presented a poor, old woman 
with a bottle of tooth wash for her sore eyes, 
and had a great fright in consequence; but 
the w’oman sent back the bottle and begged 
for more. It was “ powerful good,” she said. 

So, with a great many unhappy hours and 
some discouragements, she got to be twenty- 
eight years old, and then she published a 
book, which almost at once made her well 
known throughout Sw'eden. It was a simple 
thing, just little, easy sketches of people and 
country life, but it was so fresh and natural 
that everybody liked it. Success did not 
spoil her. She remained just as modest and 
diligent as before ; but she kept on writing, 
and as her storiea came out one by one, the 
fame of them spread to other countries, as 
well as her own. They were translated, and 
the quiet, little girl of Arsta found herself a 
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celebrated woman wherever in the world 
English was read and spoken. 

By this time the stem impa was dead, and 
she could do what she chose with her time 
and her money, for she wa.s growing rich as 
well as famous. And she found plenty to 
do. The good rix-dollars that flowed in as 
payment for her work, never staid long in 
her purse, but flowed out again to pay for 
firewood in houses where the stove was 
empty; to All the mouths of the sick with 
delicate fare ; to comfort poor widows ; pro¬ 
vide orphan children with clothes; and carry 
ease and plenty into desolate homes. Surely 
that was blessed niohey. 

By and by Fredrika crossed the sea, and 
made us a visit here in the United States. 
Hosts of friends, made so by her books, were 
ready to receive her, and their welcome was 
so cordial and hearty, that she never for¬ 
got it. 

One of her stories, written late in life, was 
of a family of sisters, living at home, and 
having their whole lives made wretched by 
a tyrannical father. It raised a great storm, 
when it flrst came out. People were angry 
with Miss Bremer, and thought she had no 
right to say such things. But after a time, 
changes took place. The book set men to 
thinking, and the flrst fruits of their thought 
was the proclamation of a law making their 
twenty-flfth year the legal time at which 
women should come of age, and be consid¬ 
ered flt to take care of themselves. Think 
what a boon that was to all the women in 
the country ! Next, there was built a great 
seminary, in which girls could be taught 
tlioroughly and well all they wanted to 
know. And such a rush of happy students 
as crowded it immediately, was never seen 
before or since. Miss Bremer, of course, was 
first and foremost in all the arrangements. 
It was her hand that hung the pictures on 
the walls, and placed on their pedestals the 
beautiful statues whifeh adorned the rooms; 
and hardly a day passed without her visit¬ 
ing it. To her all those eager, grateful girls 
turned, as to a friend. “ Tante Fredrika,” 
many of them called her, (which means 
“Aunty Fredrika,”) and her love and good¬ 
ness to them were unfailing. As she grew 
old, she surrounded herself more and more 
with the young. Her mother was dead, two 
of her sisters had gone, and both her brothers, 
but she was neither lonely nor alone in the 
world All the good and wise were her 
friends, and the poor shocounted as children. 

It would he impossible to tell of half the 
beautiful things she did—their name was 
legion. From the bag she alw’ays carried 


full of sugar plums for babies, to the eve¬ 
nings she spent consulting with the teachers 
of her beloved seminary, every part of her¬ 
self and her time was made in some way 
useful to others. 

Six hundred little children were left desti¬ 
tute by the cholera, which carried off their 
parents. Tante Fredrika made an appeal 
for them, and was one of a'number of ladies 
who stood at the doors of all the churches 
to receive money in their behalf. The result 
was a most generous subscription, enough 
to provide for every child until of age to 
take care of itself. # 

The asylum for the deaf and dumb—or 
“Silent School,” as it is called—needed 
money. Miss Bremer wrote a letter “To 
the talking children of Sweden from the 
children of the Silent School;” and at once 
fhnds ^ough poured in to set them at ease. 
She was the originator of the charity known 
as the “ Panoncs Houtenses,” where ladies 
reduced to poverty, and too proud to beg, 
were sheltered and fed. 

Her Christmas trees were full of good 
things for those whoso holiday would have 
been vacant except for her ; and under her 
roof was always some one sheltered, some 
girl struggling for an education, or some 
poor soul without a home elsewhere. 

And so, full of good works and sweet days 
spent in benevolence, the quiet life, began 
in Finland, ran its course, and ended about 
flve years ago, at the age of sixty-three. 
She died at Arsta, where so much of her 
youth was passed, and was buried not far 
from there in the family burial place, great 
numbers of people joining in the procession 
and heaping the coffin with flowers. Among 
the flowers was a beautiful wreath of white 
camellias, sent by the scholars of “The 
Silent School,” in mute evidence of love and 
sorrow 

Upon the marble cross which marks Tante 
Fredrika’s resting place, is carved, by her 
owm request, that beautiful verse from the 
Bible, “When I cried unto the Lord, He 
delivered me out of all my trouble.” I think 
she chose it because it reminded her of the 
happy years which followed a childhood 
that once seemed melancholy and unprom¬ 
ising, and crowned her with all good things. 

Next time, if you care to listen, I will tell 
you about Miss Brenner’s friend “ Lotten,” 
who, though she was not in the least a cele¬ 
brated woman, deser\’ed to be so by reason 
of her bright usefulness. 


The groundwork of a manly character is 
veracity, or the habit of truthfulness. 
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THE LITTLE ACORN. 

BY M. U. K. 

The little brown acorn liee under the ground 
While the wild winds of winter are blowing, 
Till the warm, gentle rain 
Calls the flowers again, 

“ Up, little flowers, and be growing:” 

It feels the clear sky stretching warm overhead. 
It knows that the green grass is springing ; 

The fresh earth is fair. 

And through the warm air 
Homeward the swallows are winging. 

So i^ofl’s ita brown cap and peeps out of the 
Eager to see and be hearing; [earth. 

It is timid and shy 
Of the crowsfoot near by ; 

Kven the violets fearing. 

But up from the earth, reaching into the light. 
It flourishes taller and stronger ; 

The flowers fade and die ^ 

As the summer goes by. 

And the days linger sultry and longer. 

And the days change to months, and the months 
into years. 

Little children wax aged and hoary, 

Still its sturdy boughs grow, 

As the long ages go, 

Tow’ring high in their strength and their glory. 


THE LITTLE HOUSE OVER THE 
WAY. 

AN OLD man’s story. 

BY MRS. EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 

We are old people, my wife and I, and 
because we are getting too tired to go 
around the world looking for beautiful 
things, we stay at home and watch for 
them from our window, and it is really 
wonderful how many we see. To be sure, 
we live in the city, but right beside us 
is a little, green park, and across the street 
stands an elm tree, a great, glorious giant, 
that towers away up out of the dust and 
smoke, so that It feels every wind that blows 
out of the blessed country, and reaches down 
long, slender, graceful branches, that swing 
and sway, and seem as if they moved to 
music. We call it oun tree, but I suppose it 
really belongs to the little brown cottage 
that hides away behind it. The cottage had 
been standing empty for months and months, 
with a board marked “For Sale” nailed 
across the door ; and such a lonesome, deso¬ 
late look about the closed window, it seemed 
as if the little house must be afraid, nights. 
But the tree leaned down over it, and touched 
the roof with its long arms, and I fancied it 
said,“ Don’t you be afraid, you little bird’s 


nest, see how tall and strong and wide I am ; 

I shall stay right here and take care of you.” 

Almost every one who passed glanced at 
the empty house, and now and then one 
would stop and lean on the fence a minute, 
or even open the gate and walk around to 
the back yard; but nothing came of it until 
one morning in March, when I looked out at 
my window to see which way the wind was 
by St. Bonifacio’s steeple; and I saw in a 
minute that the sign was taken away. 

“My dear,” I called to ray wife, “here’s 
great news; somebody has bought the cot¬ 
tage, so we’re to have neighbors.” 

“ To bo sure,” said my wife, coming to 
see for herself, and looking as pleased as 
could be. “ I hope they’ll be nice, pleasant 
people, with one or two children; it’s so 
cheery to watch children at play.” 

We talked a great deal alwut it for the 
next few days, and made up our minds that 
on the whole we would hove three children 
in the cottage, two boys and a girl. I wanted 
two girls and a boy, at first, but my wife said 
no, because one boy in a family of girls is 
sure to be allowed to tyrannize and domineer 
over his sisters; and so I gave up, because, 
you sec, my wife generally is right about 
most things. 

Well, first came the carpenters, and shov¬ 
eled otr the old, mossy shingles, and put on 
new ones. They made a great racket inside 
the house, too, but I never went over to see 
what they were doing, for my wife and I had 
planned the inside of that house just to euj^ 
ourselves, and furnished it with the most 
charming of furniture, and I was afraid I 
never should get it straight in my mind 
again if I saw' the confusion. Then two 
young women swept every bit of rubbish 
out of doors, and two old men with carts 
carried it all away; and the painters came 
and put a coat of soft, brown paint all over 
the little cottage, and there it stood, ready 
for the new owners. "Jliey came the first of 
April, and brought all their furniture in two 
vans.' Very small vans they were, and not 
heavily loaded, for the little house had no 
room to spare for useless rubbbh, and never 
heard of such a thing as a parlor to lock 
away from dust and sunshine. Only a man 
and a woman—a pale, round-shouldered man, 
and a little, plump, red-cheeked, and sweet- 
voiced woman, who went from room to room 
singing like a robin as she put things to 
rights; down on her knees to tack a carpet, 
up on a chair to hi^ng a picture, and every 
now and then running to the window to look 
up at the tree with its brown buds swelling 
on every small twig, or over at the prim. 
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little park, where the gra^s wns getting 
green alrew’y. 

“8he’8 nice,” I said to my wife. ” I’ra 
BO glad she isn’t a capable woman." 

Cousin Stephen’s wife is a ” capable ” 
woman. She comes over once in a while to 
set ns to rights. It is very kind in her, but 
she hfiis such a dreadful way of shaking things 
op, and smoothing them down, and straight¬ 
ening them out, that I always feel as if she 
wanted to pick me up and hang me away in a 
dark closet. She objects to my pleasant, open 
Are, because it isn’t tidy, and to Rover and 
Tabby, and the posy pots ray wife keeps in 
the south window ; but bless you, my dear, 
we are old people, and we enjoy these things 
just as much as Mrs. Stephen does her sew¬ 
ing societies, and her mite societies, and her 
charitable fairs and donation visits, and what 
not. Well, it is kind of her, as I said ; but 
when she is gone, I come out of my comer, 
and say, 

“ My dear, are you there 

And my wife comes out of her comer, and 
says, ” Yes, I am here.” 

And then she goes to take a snilf at the 
geranium, and turn it around into the sun¬ 
shine ; and Rover crawls out from under the 
lounge; and Tabby jumps up into the rock¬ 
ing chair; and then we are all comfortable 
again. 

“ They’ll bring the children when the house 
is warm and everything settled,” said my 
wife, presently; ” children are dreadfully in 
the way of moving.” 

I thought so, too ; but just alter dinner a 
hack drove up to the gate, and the driver 
took out something very carefully bundled 
up, and carried it into the house. It was a 
big bundle, too, and I saw something over 
his shoulder that looked a little like a emteh. 
The round-shouldered man and the red¬ 
cheeked woman met him at the door, and 
the man took the bundle in his own arms, 
while the driver ran|^ack and drove aw’ay. 

‘‘ That must bo the children,” 1 said. “I’m 
afraid that is all of them ; and, my dear, did 
you think you saw anything like a cratch ?” 

“ I’m afraid I did,” said my wife, soberly; 
and at the sound of her voice. Tabby jumped 
up in her lap and began to rub against her 
arms, as she often docs. It’s a way she has 
of trying to express her sympathy. 

People ought to get accustomed to seeing 
their air castles blown down, after they have 
lived seventy years or more ; but we took 
this uncommon hard imtil the next morn¬ 
ing, when I looked out again to see about 
the wind. I always do this, because St. 
Bonifacio’s steeple is handy, and I never 


seem to feel quite comfortable in my mind 
till I get the wind settled all right. Well, it 
was the finest spring morning you could wi>li 
to see, and mild enough for May, instead ot 
April ; and the very first thing that caught 
my eye, as I looked out, was a bluebird in 
the big elm, sunning his pretty coat, and 
singing just as if he was out in the blessed 
green country. I called my wife softly, and 
we stood watching him together, when all 
at once we heard something almost as sw eet 
as the bird’s song. 

“ Mamma! mamma!” it called, in a sort 
of ecstacy, “ come, quick I It’s a bird—a 
real, live, wild bird, singing up in our tree !” 

I don’t know what pictures you may have 
seen, but I’d wager half my fortune, if I had 
any, that you never saw a sweeter one thau 
was framed in one of the open windows of 
the little house over the way. [See frontis¬ 
piece.] There was a sort of lounge, or bed, 
I couldn’t really tell which, drawn close tt» 
the window, and a little fellow', about live 
years old, was leaning against the pillows 
and watching. It wasn’t a sick face. I saw 
that in an instant; but round and rosy and 
plump Jis a baby’s, with full, red Ups, and 
glorious, dark eyes, that never moved or 
turned, but watched the bird with that 
delighted gaze, as if it w as something too 
wonderful to be real. The mother came, 
presently, and looked over his shoulder, as 
pleased as the boy was; but when the bird 
flew away, she shut the window. 

The next morning the bird came again, 
and soon after that we saw the round-shoul¬ 
dered man bring a ladder, and contrive, with 
infinite trouble, to fasten a queer, Uttle 
house up in the tree. 

“ The birds will never build in it,” I said 
to my wife. “ In all the years we have lived 
here, no birds ever built in the tree.” 

But the birds did build in it. I think our 
Father sent them, for the birds and the chil¬ 
dren are His. They flew in and out of the 
bird house, sung and chattered and scolded, 
and seemed to be in twenty different minds 
about staying; but at last they went to work 
in earnest, and carried in stuff enough for 
two nests, I thought, before they had it fin¬ 
ished to suit them. 

But I should have told you that long be¬ 
fore this time we were pretty well acquainted 
with our neighbors over the way. It began 
by w'atching the birds, sometimes exchang¬ 
ing a nod or a smile across the street, until, 
by the time the first egg was laid in the nest, 
it had come to be a regular thing for me to 
go over after breakfast to see Bemio. 

There really was a crutch. I found that 
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out the first time; but there was nothing 
dreadful about it, after all. The little 
mother laughed, when she told me that it 
was only a notion of Bemle’s to have a 
crutch, and so his father made it for him 
when he first got hurt. 

“ Then he isn’t a cripple; he isn’t lame for 
always,” I said, with real delight. 

“Odear, no, I hope not,” said the little 
mother, turning pale at the thought. ” It 
might be, I suppose, but the good Lord has 
been kind to us, and it’s only a broken leg, 
and getting strong very fast. Perhaps you’d 
like to hear about it, sir,” she went on, mov¬ 
ing her chair to sit close by Bernie, and tak¬ 
ing hold of his hand as she spoke. 

“ My husband is a watchmaker. He was 
brought up to it in his own country, that’s 
Switzerland, sir, and there’s few better work- 
naen than he ; only with the late hours and 
the early, and stooping so much over his 
bench, he’s weak about the chest, of late 
years, and his head isn’t altogether right at 
times. So last winter, when he kept in the 
shop evenings, I used to send little Bemie 
here to be with him, for fear of his spells 
coming on all alone there. Maybe yon think 
such a little fellow wouldn’t be of much use, 
but he’s a wise child, sir, and then there’s 
something promised about giving the angels 
charge concerning us, that I always thought 
was meant most for the children, else how 
should they ever come safe through so many 
snares and dangers. We lived in a bit of 
a room \ip stairs, then, and though we tried 
hard to lay by something against a time of 
need, it was only a verj’ little we could man¬ 
age to spare, and we never looked for any¬ 
thing like having a home of our own, sir. 

“ One evening—I remember it well, because 
we were uncommon merry at supper, and it 
was long before we were merry again—my 
husband had a letter from his brother in 
Switzerland, and he was talking over old 
times, and went away to the shop with Ber- 
n'ie, in great spirits, and I sat down to my 
sewing, thinking that, after all, things were 
not bad with us, so long as we had each other 
and the good Father. That is the last I 
remember, until they two, my husband and 
Bcmic, were brought home to me in men’s 
arms, dead, I thought, both of them, though 
ray husband was only in one of his spells, 
and Bemic had fainted with pain at being 
moved. Well, sir, Pll not be long telling 
you. Of course, I only knew what they told 
me ; but it alw'ays seems as if I must have 
stood right by and seen it all. My husband 
was taken with a fit and fell right on a street 
crossing, and a carriage was driving down 


fast on to him. Bemie screamed and tried 
to call to the driver. But they say the driver 
was drunk. And what did this baby do but 
spring at the horses’ heads, and actually 
turned them one side and saved his father 
from being trampled to death. He went 
down under their feet, though, and was 
drawn out with a broken leg, and just 
strength enough to tell the crowd where to 
take him and his father.” 

The little mother stopped to wipe away 
the tears that streamed over her face as she 
told me this, but her eyes were beautiful to 
see, as they rested on Bemie. 

“Well, sir, as you may think, times were 
bad enough with us then. My husband lay 
sick for tw'o weeks, and we’d the doctor for 
him and for Bemie, so by the time he was 
able to work again, every cent we’d laid by 
was gone. But I felt so happy that I had 
them both alive, that I never thought to 
fret.” 

“ But what became of the driver who ran 
over Bemie ?” I asked. “ Surely he might 
have been made to pay for his carelessness.” 

“ That’s the strange part,” said the little 
mother, “ and I*Bm just coming to it. You 
see it was a private carriage, sir, and being 
in the night, and no policeman near, the 
driver got off, and nobody could rightly 
swear who it w'as. The doctor was a fine 
man, and wonderftil good to the poor, and 
it was near a month afterward that a rich 
lady asked him about a coachman, and told 
him she had just dismissed her old one for 
drunkenness. So tlie doctor inquired about 
it, and found, sure enough, this was the very 
driver who ran over Bemie. The lady re¬ 
membered the night, but she was too much 
frightened to know the truth of the matter, 
and the coachman told her it was only a 
dmnken man lying in the road that had 
scared the horses, and then he drove away 
home. The lady is a widow, with no end of 
money, and she came sec ns herself, and 
sent grapes and oran^s to Bemie; and she 
paid tlie doctor’s bill, every cent, and we 
thought she was as good as an angel. But 
that wasn’t half. She went and had this 
little house all fitted up nice, and gave it to 
us for a home—w'c that never looked to have 
a home of our own till the good Lord ^ve 
us one in heaven.” 

We all wiped our eyes—Bemie, and the 
little mother, and I, and I don’t know who 
was the gladdest. 

The bluebirds have hatched, since then, 
and the old ones are busy all day long filling 
the gaping, hungry mouths. Bemie has no 
use for his crutch, but I have begged it of 
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the little mother to hun^ up on my wall 
right under the sword that my father carried 
at Bunker Hill. 

Back and forth between tlie two houses, 
the active little feet go dancing from morn¬ 


ing till night, aud iny wife and I often won¬ 
der how we used to manage without Bornie. 
I can hear him now, calling from the little 
yard, “ (irandfather, grainlfather, the lilacs 
have blossoMO il !”• 



THE SEA GULL. 


BY AN OLD NAVlUATOli. 


Often, on our long voyages to India aud 
Aufitralia, t he sea gulls luire us comp)auy for 
thonsands of miles, circling about the sliip, 
their rapid and tireless llight easily keeping 
pace with the vessel, no matter how swiftly 
she flew on her course. They are about the 
size and shape of a w'ell-fed duck, except that 
their wings are much longer from tip to tip. 
Tliey areeasily caught by throwing overboard 


a common pin fastened to a thread, and baited 
with the smallest ])ortion of salt pork. If 
the gull is hungry, he quickly swallows the 
bait, aud is pulled «»n deck, to the delight of 
the young midsliipinen. No sooner is he on 
board than he becomes very sick, vainly try¬ 
ing to walk on his webbed feet, and soon dis¬ 
gorging the whole contents of his stomach, 
consisting of small fish aud bits of fat thrown 
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from passing ships. Curiously enough, there 
are few of our sea birds that can rise from tlie 
deck of a ship ; so, when we have finished our 
observations, he must be lifted carefully and 
tossed overboard. Now he is in his element, 
and giving a dive to wet his plumage and re¬ 
cover his equanimity, he is soon wheeling 
and circling about us, or diving for fish to re¬ 
place the food of which his fit of seasickness 
so suddenly deprived him. 

The sea gulls make their nests by myriads 
In the crevices of the rocks and in the sand 
along the coasts of Africa and on the islands 
of the Indian and Pacific Oceans. Their eggs 
are quite palatable after a long voyage, but 
their flesh has a rank, fishy flavor, and is quite 
worthless. In many parts around the north 
of Scotland, their feathers are eagerlj' sought 
after, the down being sold for making beds. 
Sea gulls are also found in most of the Lakes 
of America, but they undoubtedly return to 
the sea when navigation closes. 

bombastesT^ fable. 

BT JULIA M. THATEB. 

Little Brag, or, more properly, Bombastes, 
was a chivalrous fairy. Clad in his famous 
coat of mail, fashioned from a beetle’s horny 
shell, and armed with blade and spear, he 
was terrible to behold. More especially as 
he was wont to go about with a fierce and 
swaggering air, making loud boasts, and 
deeming himself invincible. 

With sublime scorn, he looked down on 
the humdrum ways of his fairy kinfolk, 
whose task it was to watch the infant buds, 
to paint the unfolding leaf, to distil with rare 
art the perfumes of the flowers; who, at 
other times, danced merrily on the green¬ 
sward, to the chimes of lily bells ; or, brid¬ 
ling the night-moth steed, followed the moon¬ 
beam’s path and meteor’s track. 

But he—ah ! he thought of nothing less 
than stifling the flery-mouthed dragons of 
the deep; hurling from their rocky fast¬ 
nesses the grim old giants of the mountains ; 
or contending single handed with the fearful 
gobHn of darkness, whose howl is mingled 
with the roar of the tempest, and whose 
glittering eyes fling back the lightning’s 
glance. 

Re-appearing after a brief absence, be 
would fill the air with the noise of his ex¬ 
ploits. What serpents had he strangled, 
what monsters tamed, what hobgoblins af¬ 
frighted ! Why, Hercules was but a mouse 
beside Bombastes. 

Truth to tell, he never ventured far from 
home. He had a little trick of starting out 


with a valorous air, and, at the first alarm, 
hiding himself snugly in a flower bell or 
acorn cup, where he lay and dreamed his 
wonderful adventures. 

On such an occasion he espied Modestus, 
who was kindly escorting a lost ladybug 
home to her little ones. 

“Come on, foeman; I defy thee!” he 
shouted, pretending to mistake him for some 
monster. Modestus hastily placed his charge 
in safety, and warily advanced. 

“Ho! Bombastes,” he exclaimed, “I 
thought it was some madman.” 

“ And it is well you made yourself known, 
or I should have crushed you into pollen,” 
replied Little Brag, pompously. “ How is it 
that you venture so far from home ? Don’t 
you know you are exposed to great dangers, 
from which my presence alone protects 
you ?” 

“ I had not thought of danger,” replied 
Modestus ; “ I was quite beside myself at.the 
distress of her ladyship. It may be as you 
say. I have not your valor, skill, nor cun¬ 
ning. I am least among fairies. But it will 
never do to stand here talking when so many 
things are calling me. I hear the young 
leaves crying for sap, the buds for light, the 
roots for moisture.” 

“ Pho ! let them cry!” said Little Brag, 
heartlessly. “ I see the King of the Mist 
peeping over the edge of yonder ravine. I’ll 
chase him out of the valley.” 

Unfurling his fairy wings he essayed a 
flight up the mountain side. The King of 
the Mist laughed at his presumption. Stead¬ 
ily advancing, he caught the fairy in his 
moist embrace, who was glad to shrink away, 
with dripping plumes, to recover and dry 
himself. 

Meantime Modestus kept quietly on his 
way ; no blatant trumpet heralded his com¬ 
ing or going. Only a brighter green marked 
bis pathway; drooping flowers looked up 
and smiled as lie approached ; all things 
seemed to acknowledge his gentle minte- 
trations. 

Once, with great effort, he rolled away a 
huge pebble that threatened to suffocate a 
baby oak. 

“ Wliat have you been doing?” asked the 
mail-clad elf, with his usual haughtiness. 

“ Only succoring a frail infant of the for 
est,” replied the other. 

“Humph !” rejoined Little Brag ; “ and 1 
have slain a giant.” 

“’Tis little I edn do,” sighed Modestu- 
“ I wish it were more.” 

Again, as he sat down to rest on the inoss^ 
turf, he caught a low murmur underground 
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“O, how I long to rush forth from this 
prison honsc. The sea calls me; I hear her 
ever moaning in my dreams. I come, I 
come ; will no one aid me V” 

“ Yes, that will I,” cried Modestus; and 
he uprooted the tangled mosses ; he scooped 
up the loose dirt w ith a bit of shell; he 
pried up the tiny rocks. Faster and faster 
he worked, and lo I a little rill burst forth, 
and trickled merrily down the hillside, sing¬ 
ing as it went. 

“What have you been doing?” asked 
Little Brag, the haughty. 

“ Only freeing a tiny fountain,” answered 
Modestus. 

“HumphI and I have put to flight an 
army of goblins.” 

Again, a gentle sigh was wafted on the 
night wind. Modestus listened. 

“ It is all over with us, my childrep; we 
will die together. I had hoped to close my 
eyc4 peacefully, and leave you to trausmit 
my bloom and beauty to the summer.” 

It was a sweet violet that spoke. A wild 
deer, bounding through the .forest, had 
trampled her to the earth, ivnd she was 
dying. 

“ Nay, beautiful one,” said Modestus, 
“let me bind up your broken-stem. Your 
Utttle buds are uninjured, and see, by my 
fairy art I will plant this thorn bush near 
you for protection.” 

“ For my children’s sake, thanks, gentle 
fairy !” and heV last sigh exhaled in perfume. 

In the morning the sleepy thorn bush 
opened her eyes, and presently exclaimed, 

“ Well, things are strangely turned around; 
there must have been an earthquake in the 
night.” 

“ And what have you been doing?” asked 
Little Brag, mockingly. 

“Only sheltering some tiny flower buds 
from danger,” said Modestus. 

“ Humph! and I—I—why I have dreamed 
a dream. Methought 1 was enthroned upon 
a star, in mid heaven.” 

“ Ah I” said the other, softly, “I am no 
dreamer; and it is little I can do; but I will 
strive to make that little more, and do it 
more perfectly.” 

So each continued on his separate way. 
Modestus ever doing what lay next him, with 
a beautiful, unconscious devotion. Bombas- 
tes ever blowing the trumpet of his own great¬ 
ness. Till, one day, they were summoned 
before the fairy court. 

“ ’Tlstime,” said King Oberon, “ that such 
tremendous merit as thine, Bombastes, 
should be rewarded. What hast thou done ? 
Let us hear the sum of the matter.” 


“ May it please your majesty,” said Little 
Brag, looking scornfully around on liis com¬ 
rades, “ ask the wild King of the Mist; the 
terrible goblins that dance in the w'hirlwind’s 
track; the g^im shadow that sits in the cav¬ 
ern of night—they will tell ”— 

“ Enough of mists, and shadows, and gob¬ 
lins,” Interrupted Oberon, angrily ; “ what 
Teal good hast thou accomplished? Who or 
what is the wiser or the better for thy 
coming ?” 

The fairy hung his head in silence. 

“Away with him,” cried the king. “Here¬ 
after, let all good fairies put their Angers in 
their ears, when Bombastes speaks.” 

“ Come hither, Modestus,” said the gentle 
voice of Titania. “ Know that true great¬ 
ness is allied to truth and duty. Thy humble 
deeds of love shall never be forgotten. When 
the little oak becomes a monarch tree, it will 
tell of thy goodness to the winds, and I lie 
winds w'Ul whisper it to the universe. When 
the little stream becomes a mighty river, it 
will sing of thy kindness to the stars, and 
the stars will repeat It to Infinity. The 
flowers thou hast sheltered may x>erlsh, but 
thy name shall be linked with their sweetness 
forever.” And she dismissed him with a 
wave of her hand. • 

Little Brag still lives, but where is the 
gentle Modestus? 

3IARCH. 


BY L. D. JflCnOLS. 

Now March his power doth show— 
Hark! how his cast winds blow! 
First rain, then dust, then enow. 
Whirl throngh the air; 

Till, like capricious child. 

Weary of moods so wild. 

Sends he the sonth wind mild. 
Days warm and fhlr. 


SOMETHING SWEET. 


“ Something sweet 1 something very 
sweet I” sings a lark, in the top of the tall 
tulip tree. For hours and hours, there he 
sits and sings: “ Something sweet! some¬ 
thing very sweet!” Then he looks down at 
me as if he would say, “ Don’t you wish you 
knew?” 

Yes, dear bird, I wish I knew w'hat it was. 
Is it sopie sweet story that you will not tell ? 
Perhaps I can guess. Is it four little, soft 
birdies, all in their cozy nest, sleeping and 
peeping? or is it some dear heart, that 
warbles for you her sweetest song, and 
warbles and sings and says, “I love you?” 
Say, dear birdie, have I guessed it ? w. o. c. 
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AMONG THE RELATIONS. 


HY A. II. 

I’ve been visiliiiif our r«*latioii8. I don't 
mean Grandirui Ctdlin’s folkb, nor Uncle Pet- 
ten^ill's, nor none of them ; it’s mamma’s 
relations in Illinois. I went by myself, only 
a miin, one of the students that studies with 
pai'-.i, went with me as far a.s Springfield. 
We'd been traveling all the day before, and 
all that night. Pretty soon after he g»)t oflT, 
(it wasn't tpiite morning yet.) the cars stop¬ 
ped again, and the eonduetor said, 

“Come, little girl ; this Is your station.” 
And he helped me otf, and carried my travel¬ 
ing bag into the depot for me, and there, 
instead of finding gnindi)n, there wasn’t any 
one except two men, and they w'asn’t very 
nice looking. I was so disappointed; and I 
said to the conductor, 

“ I was s’pecting somebody here to meet 
mo.” 

The conductor said, “ Well, nevermind; sit 
still and wait a little while. They’ll be along 
presently.” And he put ray traveling bag 
down, and went off quick. 

'Twasn’t much of a depot, I tell you. The 
lights were dim, too, but they had a good 
lire. I sat real still, and after a while one of 
the men said, 

“ Fur to go, sissy ?” 

I told him I thought ’twasalumt five miles; 
and then I wa.s feeling so uneasy I asked, 
“ Do you know grandi»a^" 


“ Wliat’s his name?” said he. And I said 
’twas Grandpa Harvey. 

“O,” said ho, “I reckon it’s old’Squire 
Harvey. I’ve hoered him spoken of, but I 
ain’t aequainted. I ain’t been long in these 
parts, myself.” 

Just then I heard a quick step outside, and 
the door opened, and there was Uncle Guy. 
He laughed right out, and said, “ This is our 
little city girl, is it ?’’ 

I hadn’t seen him but once before, and I 
was almost ’shamed when he took me up in 
his arms and kissed me, and carried me out 
and put me into the spring w'agon, just as if 
I’d been no bigger than Robby. Then he 
told mo to hold the lines w'hile he got my 
trunk. The horses were beautiful gray ones, 
like papa’s carriage horses, only wilder ; and 
they jumped and pranced as if they w anted 
to run away. I was afraid, but I wasn’t 
going to let Uncle Guy know ; and when he 
came back I found I needn’t have been, a bit, 
because he hadn’t untied them yet. 

It took a long time to get there. There 
W'asn’t any houses along the road at all, 
hardly, and it looked so cold ; colder than it 
w'as. The lanes w'cre long, and the ground 
was covered with little spots of ice. Uncle 
Guy said the horses “broke in.” After a 
while we came to the w oods. It was grand¬ 
pa’s maple woods ; and it looked beautifully 
in October, Uncle Guy said, but I came a 
little too late. At the end of the woods 
there was a white house w itli green window 
blinds, and four front doors; and back of 
that was a red one, w'ith W'hite strips up and 
down it. That was the bam, but I didn't 
know it then. The yard was ftill of maple 
trees, and the grass and walks were covered 
with dead leaves. Uncle Guy drove up to 
the hitching post, and “w'hoaed” loud. 

Wo got on to the porch before any of them 
saw us ; and then ’tw as Joe, first. Joe is a 
boy that lives there. He came fVom the poor 
house, and his mother’s crazy; but he’s a 
real good boy. He was coming out of the 
house, but w'hen he saw* us he ran back and 
cried, 

“They’ve come! they’ve come!” and 
grandpa, and grandma, and Aunt Ollle came 
out and kissed and hugged me, and grandpa 
called me “ little Irene Harvey.” Irene ain’t 
lu}' name, it’s manuna’s; so I said, as loud 
as I could, (because grandpa can’t hoar easy,) 
“ My name’s Mignonette Collins.” 

The breakfast was good, but I don’t remem¬ 
ber much what they had, because I was so 
sleepy. After breakfast I went to sleep on a 
little trundlebed in grandma’s room. Aunt 
Ollie said they brought U dowm stairs on pur- 
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pose for me. It was the same one mamma 
used to sleep in. 

When I woke up grandma was unpacking 
my trunk. She said there wasn’t anything 
suit’ble ; and I said, wasn’t my new white 
silk nice enough V She asked me if-1 had 
any everyday clothes, and I sh«*w’ed her my 
blue merino, and my scarlet suit, and the 
others, and slie said, 

“ Never mind, wc’ll manage it.” 

I asked grandpa what made him have a lire 
in the wall, and he said ’twas to keep summer 
all the year round. It did look splendidly, 
and Joe kept putting on wood. 

Aunt Ollie’s real old. She’s fifteen; and 
she’s just iKMiutiful. She makes pies on Sat¬ 
urdays, and mops the floor. I think it’s 
nice to make pies. There’s three uncles be¬ 
sides Uncle Guy ; but they’ve all got a wife, 
only just him, he hasn’t got any. 

Tlie next day I went with grandma to a 
town called Pike City. It wasn’t the one 
where I got off the cars ; It’s the other way 
from there, and the roads are better. We 
went in the carriage, and grandma drove her 
red horse. It’s as gentle as can he, and its 
name’s Susan. We went into a store where 
a woman was buying some black alpaca. 
She talked s<» funny it made me laugh. The 
man kept showing her dlffenuit pieces, and 
she kept saying, 

” I don’t want crow black; I want blue 
black. Crow black tunis brown.” 

Grandma bought some flannel, two kinds. 
She said there was a little girl in her neigh¬ 
borhood who needed some warm, flannel 
dresses, and she told me to choobc ; so I 
chose. I asked her if I might go and see the 
little girl sometime, and she said I might. 
That afterno<3n she l>egan making one of the 
dresses, the red one. She meoMired it to me 
because she said the little girl wjis about my 
§ize, and they made it on the machine, she 
and Aunt Ollie. Wlien it was done she tried 
it on me, and said, 

” Now go and show grandpa.” 

I asked where the little girl was, and she 
said, ‘‘ I see her.” And grandpa said, ” I see 
her.” 

And sure enough,- it was me. Then Uncle 
Gay took me on his shoulder and said, 

“Now’, Mother Bunch, let’s go and get 
some big, yellow bellflowers.’’ 

Let me see—that was the next day before 
it rained, and you’d ought to see how It rains 
out in Illinois; just pours and pours. That’s 
’cause there’s so much room over the top of 
my grandi>a’s country; and the mud goes 
way down ever so deep of it, I s’pose there’s 
so much dirt it can’t stop. Well, a girl—her 


name was Lottie Green—she invited me to 
her house to play with her, and i couldn’t 
go, ’eoimt of the rain, and the mud, and my 
new button gaiters. I didn’t want to cry to 
my grandma’s house, but I guess my eyes 
puckered up the leastest speck; and so 
Aunt Ollie said, “ Never mind.” And she 
went up garret and brought down some 
fimny rubber boots she used to wear. Tlicy 
went right up over top of my gaiters, and 
most over top of me, but grandma said they 
were just the thing; so I took tlic ’brellcr 
and went, and had the splendidest time. 
Uncle Guy was sick, with a piece of red flan¬ 
nel on his neck, but he made a picture of 
me, and I think he ilraws nice. My truly 
name is Mignonette Collins, but he called it. 
Push in Boots. 


UP THE RIVER. 

BY IIBl.KN WEEKS. 

Alnslec sat in the summer house, curled 
up on the old fashioned w’oodcn settee. Da¬ 
rius and Dorothy, the tamest of the pigeons, 
fluttered about his head or settled on his 
shoulders, but a liand put up now and then 
for a little pat or stroke, was all the atten¬ 
tion they could gain. A great book lay in 
Ainslee’s lap, wliereln Darius saw, or could 
now and then have seen, strange pictures 
of savages and w’ild animals, gorillas and 
lions, and all the beasts dear t<» a boy’s heart. 

Up from the foot of the hill leading to the 
meadow came a voice, 

“ Ainslee, Ainslee Barbrn ! I say, come 
down here.” 

“What do yt>ii want? Who are you?” 
growled Ainslee. “ I’m busy ; Itan’tcome.” 

“ O, bother! yes you can,” the voice went 
on, coming nearer ; and Ainslee gave a shake 
like a big dog preparing to wake up, and laid 
down his book in time to see Tommy Martin’s 
curly head looking in at the window. 

“ There’s fun down there, I can tell you,’* 
he said. “ A raft, you know ; and the water 
isn’t deep enough to hurt if we every one fell 
off. Come on.” 

“ Wait till I ask mamma,” Ainslee said. 
“ I was going to take care of Bertie, but 
maybe he can come, too.” 

“ No, don’t bring him; he’s too little. 
And, besides, I’ve got a plan. Get some 
cookies or something, and tell ’em you don’t 
want to come up to dinner, and you’ll see 
what wi ’ll do.” 

Ain>U‘e rushed in, and out again in a few 
moments. 

“ Tliey’re all gone out but grandpa, and 
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all he said was, * Yes, go along, and don’t 
get drowned.’ What are you going to do. 
Tommy? I’ve got a lot of cookies.” 

“Well, you see,” said Tommy, as they 
went down the ^ill, stopping for some har¬ 
vest apples, “ Samp Simmons is there, and 
Charley Stone ; and we’ve each got a pole, 
and there’s one for you, and why can’t we 
pole along, you know, and maybe we’ll find 
the source of Mill Brook—^just like the peo¬ 
ple in books, you know.” 

“Oh!” said A inslee, stopping to jump up 
and down. “ Like Speke! I was reading 
about him all the morning, and the way he 
found the source of the Nile; through 
deserts and everything, and wild animals, 
and it took him months and months. But I 
don’t believe we could do it in a day.” 

“That’sjust it,” said Tommy, sinking his 
voice to a whisper. “ We’ll paddle ’round a 
while, and bymby Samp and Charley’ll have 
to go home to dinner, and then you and I 
can just go along fast, you know, and when 
night comes we’ll camp out. I’ve got an old 
blanket, and some matches, and a snare, and 
maybe w'e can catch a squirrel and roast it.” 

Ainslee’s faee fell. “ But they’d be so 
frightened,” he said. 

“ 1 know it,” Tommy said, slowly ; “ but 
then just think how they’d like to know all 
about the source of Mill Brook. Maybe it’s 
a big lake, that Isn’t in any of the geogra¬ 
phies, and maybe there’s boiling springs, or 
a volcano, or something. They’d tell all 
about it in the Journal, and then you could 
send it to your father.” 

“So I could,” said Ainslee, brightening; 
“ and he’d think I w as an exploder^ like 
Speke, and wouldn’t he be proud ?” 

“Don't stand there and talk all day,” 
shouted Charley Stone, and the tw'o boys 
ran on to the mill brook. There, right 
between the buttonwood trees, was the 
deeixist point in grandpa’s meadow', but 
August heats had left only a foot or two of 
w'ater, barely enough to float the raft, made 
of two long pieces of board, nailed on two 
shorter pieces. Samp and Charley, with 
trousers rolled up to their knees, stood ankle 
deep in water, while Rover ran along the 
bank, barking furiously. 

“ O, w'hat fun!” Ainslee said, sitting down 
on the bank and pulling off his shoes and 
stockings *, and in a minute he had waded to 
the raft, which sunk still deeper as he step¬ 
ped upon it. 

“ ’Tain’t big enough for four,” said Samp¬ 
son. “There now, I told you so.” For 
Tommy, making a spring, tilted raft and 
boys over into the water. 


“Now I’m wet to my skin,” groanc4 
Sampson, as he scrambled up; “ and there’s 
our dinner horn. I’ll catch it if 1 go so, and 
I'll catch it if I don’t go.” 

“You ain’t wet much,” Charley said, “ and 
if you roll down your trousers, and your 
sleeves, and eat your dinner quick, they 
won’t see, maybe. There’s our horn, too. 
Now boys we’ll come right back, and maybe 
we’ll make a better raft this afternoon.” 

“ I tell you what we will do,” said Ainslee, 
as Charley and Sampson ran over the 
meadow'. “ There’s a soap box up in the 
woodhouse we can have to sit on, and I’m 
going to get some more crackers or some¬ 
thing, and a blanket, too. Come on. Tom¬ 
my, and help me.” 

Ten minutes later, Ann, looking from the 
pantry window, saw box and bundle going 
down the garden path. “Ainslee’s up to 
some new mischief,” she said ; and went on 
w'ith her work. 

Tommy kicked the box dowm the hill, and 
then carried it through the meadow to the 
raft—draw'n up on the bank. 

“ I don’t see how we’ll do,” he said, after 
experimenting a minute; “ if I just set the 
box on the raft, it floats right off, and if I 
turn it up the other way, to hold the things, 
they’ll get all wet.” 

“ We’ll sit down on it quick, before it can 
slide oft,” said Ainslee, suiting the action to 
the word. “Now put the blankets under 
us. Tommy. I’ve got cookies and crackers 
in all my pockets, and ’tisn’t any matter if 
the apples do get wet.” 

“ I’ll pole,” said Tommy. “ Pve done it 
with father, and you can steerand for 
some minutes Ainslee took lessons in steer¬ 
ing with his x)ole, till he had found out just 
w'hat to do. 

“ Now I’ll pole like blazes,” said Tommy, 
“ for Samp’ll be back, and want to go, too.” 

And Ainslee, sitting hard to keep the box 
down, watched to see if Sampson were com¬ 
ing, and steered with all his might. Cer¬ 
tainly they did go ahead, just a little, and 
if that clump of alders could only be passed, 
and the smooth water beyond the meadow 
reached, they would really have started. 
Through Grandpa Walton’s land, the stream 
was shallow, but a little farther up It deep¬ 
ened and widened, becoming, finally, as it 
wound around Sugar Loaf, almost a river. 
Into this deeper water, the raft at last glided, 
and now Ainslee, standing on the box, put 
his pole first one side and then the other, as 
he saw Tommy do, and wished that they had 
a dry box for Amanda. 

“Don’t ezplodn'^M wives go with ’em. 
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sometimes?” he began. “0, I know they 
do, ’cause I read about one, that had to have 
skin clothes before she came home. Don’t 
you iHilievc Amanda would like to see the 
source, Tommy?” 

“ 0 fudge!” said Tommy, with all a 
brother’s disrespect. “ Girls ain’t any good 
anyhow. But, Ainslee, I say! keep right 
out in the middle. There comes Samp and 
Charley.” 

“Now' that’s mean,” Sampson puffed, as, 
running to the bank, he saw the w'atcr was 
too deep to wade in. “ You just pull up to 
shore. Tommy Martin, and let me on.” 

“You had it all the morning, and now, 
Ainslee and I are going to sail by ourselves. 
You can have it when we’re done,” said 
Tommy. 

“We’ll sec, then,” Sampson returned, be¬ 
ginning to strip off his clothes. “ I can 
swim an’ you can’t, Ainslee Burton, and if I 
knock you off, you’ll w'ish you’d let me 
come fair.” 

“ I’ll knock you,” said Tommy, beginning 
to get angry, the more so that he knew’ he 
had no right to go away with the raft. 
“You’re always sticking in when you aint 
wanted, Samp Simmons.” 

“ Let him on,” said Ainslee, whose con¬ 
science w’as beginning to trouble him a little 
as to his riglit to start off on such an expe¬ 
dition without consulting mamma. 

“ And si)oll our f\m ? I won’t, then,” said 
Tommy, poling vigorously, wiiile Sampson, 
already in the water, was fast reaching 
them. 

“Go it Samp! Go it Tommy!” shouted 
Charley Stone; but a moment later he 
screamed, “Look out for the bridge!” and 
Tommy turned to see that they w'ere run¬ 
ning right into the little pier built strongly 
of stone, to withstand the spring freshet. 
The raft struck sharply against it, a nail 
flew out; the cross piece parted and floated 
quietly away. Tommy sprang to a project¬ 
ing stone In the pier. Sampson, frightened, 
swam back to shore, and Ainslee made a 
leap, intended to land him by Tommy. One 
foot found room on the pier; the other went 
back to the raft, which, floating slowly away, 
widened the distance between the two fat 
legs. Ainslee tried to get a footing, caught 
at Tommy, and as the treacherous raft 
turned in to .Khore, rolled with him Into the 
water. There was a moment’s struggle; 
then the two sank, and Charley and Samp 
saw only a bubble or two on the dark 
stream. 

“ They’re dead, they’re drowned ?” Char¬ 
ley screamed, and ran like lightning over 


the meadow, to the one beyond, where old 
Peter Smith was mowing. But Peter, who 
had seen them a few moments before, and 
felt sure there would be trouble, was on the 
way already, running with great leaps to the 
brook side, and as Tommy and Ainslee came 
to the top again, caught them both in his 
long arms, and laid them on the bank. 
Tommy sat up in a moment, coughing and 
choking and crying all in one, but Ainslee 
lay still, and as old Peter bent over him, he 
saw a bruise, where his forehead had struck 
a stone in falling. 

“ Get home with you. Tommy Martin and 
the w'hole o’ ye!” old Peter roared. “ Here’s 
this boy killed with your pranks, an’ I’ve 
got him to take up to the Squire dead. Get 
out with you I” and taking up Ainslee, 
Peter carried him gently through the 
meadow and up the hill. 

Grandpa had come out to the summer 
house, and was sitting there half dozing, 
when old Peter stumbled into the garden 
path, and Ainslee at the same moment 
opened his eyes and began to cough. 

“ Bress de Lord,” Peter said, sitting down 
suddenly in a flower bed, and beginning to 
cry. “ I thought sure he was gone that 
time.” 

“ What is it ?” said Grandpa, with a very 
pale face. “ What has Ainslee been doing. 
Is he hurt ?” 

“ No, Grandpa,” Ainslee answered, pul¬ 
ling himself up, and trying to stand, but 
feeling verj' weak and dizzy. “ I wa-s only 
going to explode^ you know, for the head of 
the brook, so’s to be in the paper, and send 
it to papaand here Ainslee caught at the 
air, and fell back into Peter’s arms. 

“ Run for the doctor,” said Grandpa, “ and 
I will carry him in,” and in a few minutes, 
his Vet clothes were stripped off, and he 
was laid in his own bed. 

“Goodness knows what he’s done with 
the blankets,” said Ann, “ but two of ’em 
there w'as this morning, an’ it’s gone they 
both are now. It’s kilt intirely he is, wid 
mischief.” 

Not “ Intirely,” though it was a week be¬ 
fore Ainslee could sit up, and give a full ac¬ 
count, of the way in which he meant to 
have “exploded” the mill brook. Nobody 
scolded, for that aching head was punish¬ 
ment enough, and Bertie said, confidently, 
“ He won’t ever do so any more, mamma.” 


The charms of an attractive home are sweet 
indeed. We learn to love it by the attrac¬ 
tions surrounding it, and a long familiarity 
and enjoyment of its pleasures. 
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ART AMUSEMENTS. 

BY MARTHA POWELL, DAVI8. 

Xi MBER Three. 

Id accordance with Aunt Phebc’a direc- 
tionsy the class had procured some nice 
French plaster, and experimented at their 
homes upon various fruits. She commended 
very highly the Interest they had manifested, 
and said their own experiments would teach 
them more than w hole pages of instructhm 
without practice. 

Now, for ornamental purposes, small fruits 
are often imitated very nicely by using glass 
balls, sold for that purpose. When general 
ideas only are aimed at, the glass balls, cov¬ 
ered with wax, answer very well, (yrapes 
and other berries may be made to appear so 
natural that no one would mistake them for 
any other fruit. Yet when specimens arc 
wanted to represent different varieties of the 


Fu;. 4. 

same fruit, it w ill be found much more accu¬ 
rate to take molds of the fruit Itself. 

Molds for small fruits are made on the 
same principle as tln)sc already described, 
except that it will be found more conven¬ 
ient to place several berries in the same 
mould, as illustrated in figure 4. 

Blackberries, which arc somew'hat more 
difficult to mold than some others, may also 
be made as follows: Equal quantitie.s of 
beeswax and rosin, say an ounce of each, 
and to these add one tablesi>oonful of 
lampblack ; melt and mix together. Dip a 
knitting needle into the mixture, and let 
little drops of w'arm wax, th<* size of a pin’s 
head and larger, fall on a cold plate. Do 
not drop them too near each other, as they 
should not run together, nor yet hold the 
dripping needle too far from the plate, as 
the seeds will be plumper and better shaped 
if they fall only a short distance. Now' wrap 
cotton the size you wish around the end Of a 
w ire, and dip it into the black wax. With 



your fingers, mold the shape of the berry, 
then coat it with varnish, and while it is yet 
wet, stick on to the berry the seed blisters, 
or drop.s, from the plate. Let the wire stem 
be previously dipped in green wax. The 
berries should be of different .sizes, and the 
stems of varied lengtlis, so that the bunches 
may be arranged naturally. The finishing 
up with calyxes and leaves adds much to the 
appearance of the cluster. 

Raspberries may be made in the same way, 
only color witli lampblack and red lead. In 
ditferent prop<jrtions, to suit the variety. 

FruU l^rws .— Sometimes fruit molds are 
taken w itli the stalk remaining. Occasion¬ 
ally this is done with pears, cucumbers, 
melons, etc., w hen the stems are thick and 
chubby. The stem, in such cases, should 
always come where the mold parts. (See 
llg. 5.) 

Previous to ca.sting the fruit, a piece of 
wire, wrapped with ctdion thread, should be 



Kui. •>. 


laid in the stem cavity, as at <*, figure A 
Tills w ire should extend somew hat into the 
finiit. Tlie »»bjecl is to strengthen the stem. 
Mo.st fruits, however, an^ molded without 
the stem. Usually, then, steins are inserted 
after the wax fruit is east, but it should be 
done before putting on the finishing touches 
of color. 

Stems may be made of wir<-, covered with 
wax of appropriate color. Now, with a hoi 
darning needle, make a hole in the cavity of 
your wax apple. Just before you insert the 
stem, dip its tip end into warm wax, the 
color of tlie fruit; then place the stem in 
the cavity quickly, and hold it there until 
the drop or two of wax about it, cools. The 
stalk w ill then be cemented thoroughly. 

For ajiples, quinces, and such fruits as have 
woody stalks, the natural .■^tems are always 
to be preferred w hen they can be had. Trim 
the real stem out nicely, and insert it the 
same as you would a wire one. 
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A natural calyx, inserted in a wax basin, 
is preferable to any artiticial ealyx. A clove, 
sometimes, may be used to good purpose. 
Heat the smaller end of this spice, and thrust 
into the fruit basin, th? same as you did the 
stem into the cavity. 

In molding fruits of uniform color, the 
Taried tints arc produced by mixing different 
qualities and quantities of coloring matter 
with the wax. For instance, a walnut is 
colored with burnt umber; an orange, with 
chrome yellow and vermilion ; yellow toma¬ 
toes, quinces, and fruits of like shade, simply 
with chrome yellow. The same color will 
do for the groundwork of many varieties of 
pears, peaches, apples, and plums. Still 
other species and varieties may be shaded 
with emerald g^ecn or Paris green, or by 
mixing prussian blue and chrome yellow. 

Various shades of purple, for grapes, plums, 
etc., may be made with different admixtures 
of flake white and purple lake. Crimson 
lake may be added in multiplying the tints. 
Some fruits when thus molded, require no 
after coloring. Most kinds, however, are 
then to be finished up with paint. For this 
work you will need a greater variety of colors 
than are used in molding. You will need 
brushes, also. For some purposes, thearem 
brushes, and for other uses, camel’s hair 
penciis. 

Now, in putting on the rosy bloom of 
model specimens, or their specks, splashes, 
and stripes, practice, guided by good judg¬ 
ment and taste in imitating nature, will efifect 
more than lengthened details of instruction. 
You should begin with something easy. 
Take a peach, for example, one of the deli¬ 
cate kinds. I^t the fruit be slightly warm. 
Dip a small flannel cloth in powdered Car¬ 
mine, and tint the checks of your peach. 
The natural, beautiful effect will gladden the 
recollection of this first attempt. Usually, 
carmine is wet with spirits of ammonia or 
turpentine, and distributed over the fruit 
with a brush. When used in this way, it 
gives many different shades of red and pink ; 
and if mixed with Judgment, it becomes a 
most useful article in waxwork. 

To imitate a Rome-beauty apple, cast the 
flruit a greenish-yellow color. Be sure to 
get the shade no darker than the lightest 
port of the apple. Now wet the fruit with 
ammonia, and before it dries, apply the mixed 
carmine with a brush, just as you think best, 
after examining the natural specimen. The 
moisture will cause the carmine to shade oflT 
irregularly. While the fruit is yet wet, the 
blight-yellow spots may be produced with 
chrome yellow. 


In casting sections of fruit, as half melons, 
half pears, etc., the color of the inner flesh, 
being the lighter, is usually imitated. Thus 
the flesh of apples, peaches, cherries, and 
plums, is often white, or w'hite tinged with 
yellow or pink ; and, if molded thus, the 
peeling will require to be differently colored. 
Appropriate shades will readily be suggested 
to the intelligent learner; and he will per¬ 
ceive at once that a brush must be used 
judiciously to effect the purpose. It will be 
found, also, that much of natural beauty 
may be added to the inner flesh by a little 
delicate penciling, as indicated at figure & 



Fig. 6. 


Seeds may be fastened in with varnish, or 
with balsam fir. If a natural seed is used, 
be sure to select one that fits perfectly. 
When the seeds are molded sci>arately, they 
should be colored in the wax. 

In casting a walnut, fill the kernel side of 
the mold with cream-colored wax, and let 
it become almost cold. Then nearly fill the 
shell side with brown wax. Now fit the 
mold together quickly, and move it about. 
When quite cold, remove the mold, and you 
will have a curious specimen of artistic skill. 

“ Now, children,” said auntie, ‘‘ when you 
practice what you have learned to-day, you 
must remember that most of the colors 
referred to are poison, therefore be very care¬ 
ful where you keep them when not in use.’ 


The world is filled with debates, conten¬ 
tions, and diversities of opinions ; and no 
matter what cause you espouse, or what 
course you pursue, either in civil or religoua 
life, it will have its enemies. ^ 
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OUR HEAVENLY CROWN. 

BY B. 

'Tig told 

That grains of gold 
God scattereth among 
The Bands of life, our path along; 

And we these grains must gather, one by one. 

To form our glorious, our own immortal crown. 

Our crown 
Hath richer grown 
For every little grain 
Our willing, patient labors gain. 

Gather then while life’s swift moments wing. 
Who fails to glean, will ne’er be crowned king. 
-•--- 

THE HALF-WAY RIDE TIM DIDN’T 
GET. 

BY ANNIE SMITH. 

John Doe and Richard Roe (Jack and Dick 
for short) stood harnessed to the big w^agon. 

“ Mother!” called Farmer Brown, to his 
wife, as he stood holding a pail of cool water 
for thirsty Dick to drink, “givens plenty of 
drink to-day ; it’s goin’ to be oncommon 
warm, I reckon.’’ 

The voice came in throngh the kitchen 
, window^ to the busy little woman, as she 
stood at the table, spreading great slices of 
brown bread with yellow, June butter, and 
putting cold ham between them. 

“ Don’t w'orry ’bout that, ’Zekel; don’t I 
always give you a plenty of everj'thlng ?” 
she said, sending him a happy little laugh 
back through the window again. 

“ Aunt Sally, Rat and I are going to take 
some baskets to pick berries in, if we find 
any,’’ said Tim, coming in with his pants 
tucked into his boots. 

“ Rat ’’ was Tim’s short for Henrietta, his 
little cousin’s name. “ Rettie,” everybody 
else said, but Tim said Rat because he liked 
“ to see her face get red,” he said. 

She was a shy, little thing, and Tim was a 
head taller ; he was just from the city, too, 
so she held her peace and blushed, that 
was all. 

“ Uncle Ze,” as Tim called him, w'as going 
to the marsh to cut hay. Rettie and Tim 
were going with him, to have “ such fhn,” 
they said. What “ such fun” means, I sup¬ 
pose all little boys and girls know. 

Aunt Sally packed the lunch in a shining, 
six-quart milkpan. 

“ Two quarts apiece for uncle and me, one 
for Rat, ’cause she’s little, and one to feed 
snakes with,” said Tim, stretching himself 
out length on the hay Uncle Zc had put 


in the back part of the wagon, “for the 
youngsters to ride on.” 

“ Where’s your manners, you young city 
chap, that you didn’t help your cousin in 
first, eh?” said Uncle Ze, laughing and 
bounding Rettie in beside him. 

Tim scrambled up, and made a little, round 
place in the hay with both hands. 

“ Here, Cutty-ca-dar-cutt, here’s your 
nestand he dumped her dow n in it. 

Then the jar of ice water was brought out, 
and off they started. Aunt Sally standing in 
the door and bolding a milkpan up between 
her eyes and the sun. 

It was five miles to the marsh, and most 
of the way lay through dark, cool, pine 
w'oods—Rettie’s special delight. Out from 
the hot sunshine into the coolness and 
shadow, was like going from arithmetic into 
fairy tales, to her. She never liked to talk, 
then, only to sit still and think, and take in 
all the beauty of sound and odor, that only 
those who have been m the pine woods know 
anything about. 

“What makes your eyes so big. Rat?” 
said Tim; “ they shine like great moons, 
here in the dark.” 

“ Rettie’s eyes always has that look In 
’em, when she goes through this ’ere patch 
of wood,” said her father, turning around 
to look at her. 

She looked up at him and smiled. 

Tim took off his hat, stood up, and wiped 
the perspiration ofi* his face. 

“W’hew! it’s nice and cool here, any¬ 
way,” he said. 

That was just the difference between these 
two—Rettie saw and felt the poetry ; Tim, 
only the comfort and fun. Rettie’s great, 
blue eyes were full of dreams; Tim’s w'ere 
wide awake, looking out for good chances to 
play tricks. 

“ There, Tim, did you ever sec a nicer sight 
than that ?” said Uncle Ze, pointing down. 

“ No, sir, never did, in all my bom days,” 
said Tim, stretching up. 

They had stopped on the brow of a hill, 
and right below' lay the marsh, a wide, level 
stretch of land, fairly flooded with sunlight. 
Dark woods made a rich bordering round 
about it, and the tall grass, that swayed with 
the moving of the air above it, made it seem 
like living, breathing beauty. 

“ I should iliink it would make God real 
happy to think He knows how to make so 
many beautiful things,” said Rettie, slowly, 
as they drove dowm the hill. She didn’t 
know how her eyes shone when she said it. 

“ Uncle Ze, how much do you expect to 
get a ton for that hay ?” said practical Tim. 
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All the morning, Uncle Ze mowed steadily 
in the liot sun, stopping only to take breath, 
and walk over to the big tree, where the 
water stood, for a drink. 

Rcttie and Tim hunted in the woods for 
berries, the sound of Uncle Ze’s-scythe com¬ 
ing to them faintly as they wandered around. 
At last they heard the dinner horn, and 
scampered back to the big tree. 

There, under that leafy shadow, a dinner 
was eaten that was “tit for a king,” Uncle 
Ze said. 

“Smacking good bread andj^utter this 
is !’’ said Tim, with his mouth half full of it. 
“ Aunt Sally’s xirime.” 

And so they laughed and chatted over the 
goodies till they all disappeared, and Uncle 
Ze whetted his scythe to go to work again. 
Then Rettie and Tim went back to the 
woods, and plenty of fun, they had, too 
Tim would bend down tender, young sap¬ 
lings for Rettie to swing on, and then, while 
she was having a good lime, he put burs 
(“stick tights” he called them) all over the 
inside of her snnbonnet. 

“ I was only mixing your bitter and sweet 
for you,” he said, afterward, helping her 
pick them out of her hair. 

When he hadnH anything else to do, he’d 
go and get a drink. “ Ham makes a fellow 
60 thirsty,” he said. And once he poured 
half a cupful down Rettie’s back. 

After a while they went back to the tree 
together. Rettie folded up her father’s coat 
for a pillow, and lay down to read fairy 
stories. Tim went around hunting out long 
grass stems, and then came and sat down by 
her, “ to tickle her nose,” he said, “ so 
she’d think she was in Fairy land.” 

Presiiitly, Uncle Zc came for another 
drink, looking vcr>’ warm and tired. 

“Well, children, how goes it?” he said, 
lifting the cover of the jar. *“ Not a bit of 
w’ater left! who drank the last?” he asked, 
atemly. 

“Nobody,” said Tim; “the last went 
down Rat’s back.” 

“ You young scalawag!” said Uncle Ze, 
walking oter to him. “ What do you s’pose 
I’m goin’ to do here without water, eh ? and 
another whole hour’s mowin’ in the sun! 
You desarve to go thirsty for a week, to I’am 
you better!” And giving him a last shake, 
that made his teeth chatter, he strode off. 

Tim didn’t tickle Rettie any more. 

When they were getting into the wagon, 
an hour after, to go home, Tim was sudden^ 
stopped in his mounting by Uncle Ze’s grip 
on the seat of his trousers. 

“ Young man, I rather guess you’re ’lected 


to walk half way home, to-night; mind you 
keep up a terrible thlnkin’, too.” 

“ 0, father, 1 don’t believe Timmy meant 
to, one bit,” pleaded Rcttic’s little, low 
voice. 

Tim put his hands in his pockets and began 
to whistle Yankee Doodle, and Uncle Ze 
climbed in, put his coat on, and drove off— 
drove rather fast, too, saying he “ was afraid 
the. ‘ little mothar’ ’d be waitin’ supper.” 
So Tim had to trot pretty fast to keep up. 

Poor Rettie, her little, tender heart was 
deeply touched with a sense of Tim’s suffer¬ 
ings. dn imagination she saw his feet blis¬ 
tered and swollen, and her small body ached 
all over in sympathy with his. It was a tear- 
wet little fkce that went through the twi¬ 
light of the pine woods, then. 

At last, half way home. Uncle Ze reined 
up, and ordered Timothy to jump in. In he 
jumped, with the same grin on his fime there 
had been all the time. ^ 

Rettie crept up to him -in deep sympathy. 
“Timmy, do you fbel very, very tired?” 
she whispered, in her most anxious tone. 

“O, get along with^ou,” said Tim, laugh¬ 
ing ; “ who wants to be pitied by a Rat 1” 

Cutty-ca-dar-cut crept back to her nest, 
thinking, in her heart, “I’m going to ask 
God, this very night, to please make Timmy 
be a little better boy!” 

And a very earnest little prayer it was that 
went up in Tim’s behalf, a few hours later, 
from Rettie’s little, grieved heart. 

Tim was out in the kitchen, getting a drink 
of water before he went to bed. 

“ Don’t know as I blame the old gentle¬ 
man much, after all; ’fis kind o’ hard to be 
thirsty,” he said, as he put the dipper down. 


LADYBIRDS. 

My Dear LiJUU Corporal: No doubt you 
have often taken upon your hand the pretty, 
little, pink-and-black-spotted beetle called 
the ladybird, or ladybug, and after admiring 
its beauty to your satisfaction, attempted to 
hasten its flight by the alarming information, 

“ Ladybird, ladybird, fly away home, 

Yonr house is on Are, your children will bum!” 

Do you know how ftiat curious couplet 
came into use ? Its origin is probably this: 
In England and other European countries, 
the ladybird larvje, or young, feed principally 
upon the aphides, or plant lice, which infest 
the hop vines; and w’hen. In spite of the 
efforts of the ladybirds, these aphides multi¬ 
ply excessively in the hop gardens, the usual 
remedy is to let a Are run through the latter, 
and thus bum up leaves, plant lice, ladffbird 
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larvae, and all. It was their acquaintance 
with this practice, which, many generations 
ago, suggested to the children of those coun¬ 
tries the warning lines now so familiar on 
both sides of the ocean. 

The ladybirds, although such small and 
inconspicuous insects, have received very 
great distinction and honor. Their very 
names — “ Ladybird,” ‘‘ Ladybug,” ” Our 
Lady’s Key Maid,” “Lady Cow,” etc., are 
designed to recall their dedication to the 
Virgin Mary, and by many of the associations 
and superstitions connected with them, which 
prevail in northern Europe, we are reminded 
of the worship of the “ sacred beetles” by the 
ancient Egyptians. 

They are relied upon to foretell various 
kinds of happiness and prosperity, by the 
circumstances under which they are seen, or 
the manner In which they take flight after 
certain mysterious words have been repeated 
over them. In Germany, where they are 
great favorites, they are usually connected 
with the weather. Mr. Cowan, in a very 
entertaining book called “ The Curious His¬ 
tory of Insects,” tells us that at Vienna, the 
children throw them into the air crying, 

“ Little birdie, birdie, 

Fly to Marybrun 

And bring us a line sun. ” 

Marybrun being a t own not far distant fi'om 
the Austrian capital, where there w’as an 
image of the Virgin supposed to be capable 
of working miracles, the little beetles were 
sent, with all faith in their powers, to solicit 
good weather from their patroness in behalf 
of the “merry Viennese.” 

Everywhere in Europe, it is considered a 
good omen to see ladybirds, and extremely 
unlucky to kill them. (How daring the pro¬ 
fessional bug hunters must be in those coun¬ 
tries !) In earlier times, they were also much 
used in medicine. There was no remedy, 
we are told, for toothache, equal to ladybirds; 
one or two of them being crushed and placed 
in the hollow of the aching tooth, were said 
to relieve the pain instantly. 

The predictions made by means of these 
beetles regarding the crops, have a founda¬ 
tion in well-known facts ; for their aid is 
often invaluable in destroying the Insect foes 
of certain grains, fruits and vegetables, and 
if the lady mrds are numerous, it is quite safe 
to foretell that they will keep the plants 
clear of aphides and the like, ana consequent¬ 
ly the harvest will be abundant in proportion. 
Within the last few years they have been 
discovered to be the most formidable enemy 
of our destruetive Colorado potato beetle. 

There are, in all, about one thousand dif¬ 
ferent sp<*cieR of ladybirds, and as they are, 
for the most ]>urt cannibals, it will be seen 
that they rid us every year of vast nuniliers 


of insect pests. Their larv® are very vora¬ 
cious, ugly-iooklng, little creatures, in color 
dark brown or black, spotted with orange, 
and roughened with small tubercles and 
spines. When full grown, they are rather 
more than one-third of an inch in length, and 
are very active in securing their prey and 
eluding capture. Figure ^ in the accompa- 
ning ifiustration, may be taken as a type of 
the larv® of several of the best-known spe¬ 
cies. When ready to undergo transforma¬ 
tion, the larva fastens itself at one end, with 
some gluey substance, to a stem or leaf; the 
larva skin then gradually wrinkles up and 
hardens, and is retained as a protection to the 
pupa within. It does not long remain qui¬ 
escent, for the beetle issues in seven or eight 
days. It is in the perfect state that they 
pass the winter, sheltering under loose bark 
of trees, in crevices of buildings and fences, 
under fallen leaves, etc. 

In the spring, as soon as the herbage ap¬ 
pears, and plant lice and potato beetles oegin 



and black. 


their depredations, the ladybirds are ready 
for a fresh attack. Thus we see that aside 
from their bcuuly, there are good reasons 
why they should be guarded from injury and 
treated with consideration. 

In our illustration, fig. 1, at the top, rep¬ 
resents, somewhat nia^iified, the ladybird 
with which we are all of us most familiar. 
Its scientific name is llippodamia maetdata. 
Fig. 4, on the right of the larva, is its nearest 
relative, H. converges. Fig. 2, is the smooth, 
brown ladybird, (Jocciiiella intinda^ often seen 
in the fall on composite plants. 

Besides their other distinctions, ladybirds 
are among the few insects that have had the 
honor of stirring the poetic fancy, owing 
probably to the superstitions which attracted 
attention to them. Hurdis devoted quite a 
long dialogue in one of his dramas to the 
descriiition of the appearance and virtues of 
a ladybird; and Southey immortalized the 
same insect under the name of the “ Bumie 
Bee,” in two line stanzas, with w’hicb I will 
close this little history. 

“ Back o'er thy Hhonlders throw thv ruby ahards. 
With ninny a tiny coal-black freckle decked; 
My watchful eye thy loitering saunter puardp. 
My ready hand thy footsteps shall protect. 

“ So shall the fairy train.by glowworm light, 
With rainbow tints thy folding pennons fret. 
Thy scaly breast in d*'epest nzure dight. 

Thy burnished armor d«*cked with glossier jet” 
Marie Estelle. 
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CHICAGO, MARCH, 1871. 


GREETING. 

If the new editor came to the hosts of The 
Corporal’s army as a stranger, she could 
hardly hope for a very cordial greeting. But 
it was her good f(»rtune to assist in equipping 
the valiant little soldier for his very first 
march, and she has stood by him ever since, 
to hail every triumph, and welcome every 
new recruit; and she has been proud to 
claim a part of the love of his great army as 
it has marched in, nmk after rank, from the 
north and the south, from the east and the 
west. 

Perhaps she cannot claim to have loved 
him so well and served him so devotedly as 
Mr. Sew'eli, whose whole zeal, and energy, 
and enthusiasm, have been for six years 
devoted to his welfare, and to whose untiring 
efforts and self-sacrifice The Corporal is 
indebted for every step of his rapid promo¬ 
tion. But since, by Mr. Sewell’s resignation 
of his post, a change of leadership is made 
necessary, she feels no hesitancy in saying 
that no one could take up the work with 
more hearty interest in its success. 

There will be no “ change of base ” in this 
army. We stand by our old position, and as 
we first undertook to do battle for the Good, 
the True, aofi the Beautiful, we propose to 
jlglkt (tout on that line to the end. 

Soldiers of the Grand Army! can we still 
count on your allegiance ? 

Emily Huntington Miller. 


USE YOUR EYES. 

How many of our little readers know how 
the birds sleep ? They are shy of taking 
their naps in public, and arc not often 
caught nodding by daylight; but any one 
whose eyes are sharp enough to peer under 
the shadows of leaves and in the quietest 
nooks of the great sheltering trees, may 
sometimes see one there in the summer 
evening, or very, very early of a summer 
morning, his feathers shaken out, and his 
feet curled up out of sight, and his head 
tucked away under his wings, until the lithe 
little creature looks like nothing but a bunch 


of dusky feathers. Hold your breath as you 
w’atch him, for witli the smallest sound the 
head darts out, the round eyes are wide open 
and alert, the wings quiver, and with a sud¬ 
den flutter the bird is gone. Or you may 
sometimes sec the mother bird in brooding¬ 
time, watching you warily over the edge of 
her nest, the head so drawn down into the 
feathers that the beak seems to spring 
directly from between the wings—^perhaps 
she sleeps, but her vigilance seems unremit¬ 
ting. Or if you live in the city where you 
know little of the bird-time and blossom- 
time of the countrj’, you may still have 
watched your pet in his gilded cage, make 
himself into a fuzzy little ball of yellow 
feathers, and settle down to sleep in his 
swinging cradle. Yes, I am sure you all 
know about this, and so I should like to 
have heard the shout that would have gone 
up, if some scores of the black eyes and blue 
could have looked over my shoulder at a 
picture I saw lately—a picture by an artist 
too, and in some of its features very charm¬ 
ing. But there were two sleeping birdies, 
imd how do you think they took their naps? 
Why, the mother hung her head over the 
edge of the nest in a position no bird ever 
assumed, unless it was a chicken, after its 
neck had been wrung by the cook, while her 
mate stood up upon a neighboring twig at 
the utmost hight of his very long legs, and 
leaned against the tree ddew^isc, like a 
drunken loafer against a lamp-post. It wus 
so funny The Corporal laughed until the 
tears came into his e 3 ’es, and wondered what 
the birds that sleep in the oak trees of sum¬ 
mer nights would say to the picture ; and I 
thought I w'ould advise the boys and girls to 
keep their eyes open, and find out just how 
all these little creatures live and move and 
have their being—it may be worth while 
some time to know just how' a bird sleeps. ' 


TO CONTRIBUTORS. 

No manuscript should be sent which docs 
not bear upon it the autlior’s name and ad¬ 
dress. It is not sufficient that it be sent in 
the letter accompanying, as the letters and 
manuscripts are often accidentally separated 
Or reach us at different times. 

All rejected manuscripts w ill be returned 
to their authors, when these directions are 
complied w’lth, and stamps enclosed for return 
postage. 

Be careful to write proper names distinctly. 
The general connection gives some clue to 
almost anything else, no matter how blindly 
it is written, but it is an imposition on a 
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compositor to expect him to decipher a 
tangle of hieroglyphics, forming a proper 
name, to which he has not the smallest clue. 

Sign your own name distinctly. I have be¬ 
fore me a manuscript upon which, and the 
letter accompanying, the author’s name is 
three times given, in each case, an unintelligi¬ 
ble scrawl. 

Sign your proper prefix—Miss, Mrs. or Mr. 
—and save us the dilemma of addressing a 
young lady as “ J. Smith, Esq.,” or a gentle¬ 
man as “ Dear Madam.” 


WHAT LABOR CAN DO. 

“So that is iron ore,” I said, looking 
from my window in the palace car on the 
great trucks loaded with dirty lumps of red¬ 
dish brown. 

I thought of the glitter of the red gold, 
imprisoned among the beautiful crystals of 
quartz—of the white sheen of the silver ore, 
and the fiery gleam of the copper, and I 
added, half to myself, it is very ugly looking 
stuff. 

“No, it is not very beautiful,” said my 
friend, “ but do you know what labor can do 
for it ? I suppose a pound of that stuff is 
worth less than half a cent, and half of that 
is the cost of digging and bringing it from 
the mines. And when 4he ore* has been 
through the smelting fhrnace, and is pig-iron, 
it is only worth from 3 to 10 cents. But 
put your pound of pig-iron through all the 
prqcesses of rolling, and purifying, and tem¬ 
pering, and polishing, and manufacturing, 
until it comes out in watch springs, and 
what do you suppose it is worth? Why, 
something over sixteen theniMnd dollars — 
about fifty times as much as a pound of 
gold ! Mind you, not the smallest atom has 
been added to the material, and the increase 
of value is only what labor has done for it. 
Isn’t it wonderful?” 

“ Yes,” I said, “that is wonderful; I must 
tell my boys and girls of that. It makes me 
think of what education and training and 
culture can do for the roughest and rudest, 
only the “ pound of iron ” must be there to 
begin w'ith. And I shall tell them not to 
judge of a thing by what it looks like, but 
by what it is good for. 


It is utterly impossible to reach any deci¬ 
sion in regard to the Vowel Game, in season 
for the present number. W'e go to press 
near the first of February, and manuscripts 
are pouring in upon us up to the very last 
day of grace. Our eager little workers 
must wait until April. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Any books noticed or advertised in Tna Lmu 
CoBPOBAX, will be sent by us, by mail, postpaid, on 
receipt of price. _ 

From D. Lothrop & Co., Boston, wonhave two 
new volumes of their prize series: THE JUDGE’S 
SON, by Mrs. E. D. Kendall; BUILDING 
STONES, by Mrs. Julia P. Ballard. Both 
these volumes are valuable additions to a really 
excellent series; that by Mrs. Ballard in particu 
lar, entering a field which it seems to us should 
be the special province of Sunday-school litera¬ 
ture to cultivate—the living truths of the Bible, 
by which our children are to be built up into 
Christian symmetry. 

From the same publishers, THE BAD GIRL, 
a book of no merit or probability. 

For sale by Am. Tract Society, Chicago. 

The readers of The Corporal will be glad to 
know that Adams, Blackmcr & Lyon have issued 
a BOOK OF QUEER STORIES, by their old 
friend Edward Eooleston. Many of these 
stories originally appeared In this magazine. 
Simon and the Garuly, after being read and re¬ 
read by our juvenile critics for die last three 
years, is still as good as new. Price 75 cents. 

Already, with the dreariest winter prospect out 
of doors, the catalogues of the se^smen and 
fiorists begin to arrive, as reminders that spring 
is at hand. 

From James Vick, Rochester, N. Y., we hare 
an ^^Illustrated Catalogue and Floral Guide,” 
that surpasses in completeness and profuse illus¬ 
trations, the issues of former years, which seemed 
hardly possible. 

Henderson & Fleming, New York, have aU* 
published a large and handsome catalogue. 

Both these establishments are old and reliable. 
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Among the good things which have found their 
way to the Pocket is the following letter, from a 
firiend in'Indiana^ which Prudy feels sure will be 
read with interest: 

“ In the November number of The Corporal 
mention is made of a wonderful grape vino In 
California. Knox County, Indiana, had, until a 
a few yours ago, its vegetable wonder, a pear 
tree, llie origin of the California grape vine 
and the Indiana pear tree were so mucn alike 
that I have thought it worth while to make a 
statement of the facts. Between seventy and 
eighty years ago, a young Spanish girl broke 
from a vine bv the roadside a switch, with which 
to control and urge forward her refractory pony. 
\^en she reached her home she stuck it into the 
moist earth. It took root and grew, and became 
probably the largest grape vine in the world. 
Near seventy years ago, Mrs. Occletree, having 
occasion to ride on horseback from Vincennes to 
her home, near Shaker Prairie, some fifteen miles 
away, broke from a pear tree a sprout, with which 
to urge forward her horse. When she reached 
home she stuck it into the moist earth. It grew, 
and became, so far as history tells, the largest 
pear tree in the world. More than fifty feet high, 
sixty feet across its branches, and near fifteen 
feet in circumference, two feet from the ground. 
It bore. In a single year, one hundred and twenty 
bnshcls of pears. From one of the limbs, of 
which there were five or six of nearly equal size, 
had been cut a saw log eight feet long, and six¬ 
teen inches in diameter—unfortunately the log, 
after having been cut, although perfectly sound, 
was left to rot with the body on the ground. Five 
years ago my uncle. Dr. iTccland, from whom I 
have obtained the material facts in this case, saw 
this prostrate wonder, and the stump from which 
it had been broken, from the roots of which a 
sprout had grown to the hight of from fifteen to 
twenty feet, well filled with not very good pears. 
Who of the children of The Corporal can tell 
where the argument is recorded in favor of a 
principle of which this last growth is a proof?” 

Arrie Frklakd. 

Our young friend, Lemuel Allen, whom many 
of the Corporal’s anny will remember, wishes to 
return thanks to the friends who have so kindly 
sent pleasant letters to cheer his hours of pain 
and sickness. 

I(ywa Institution for the. eduroiion of the Blind. 
“ I take this opportunity to express the thanks 


of this Institution for the great benefit you have 
conferred on us by sending your valuable maga¬ 
zine to us during the past year. Our blind chil¬ 
dren wait with solicitude for The Corporal, and 
sit with smiles and tears to listen to its stories. 
I have been accustomed to read it evenings until 
finished, and they often beg a longer reading. 
One little fellow, blind from birth, says, every 
month. 'Corporal come? Good! Anything 
about little Tommy ?' Many of our expenences 
among the blind would please and interest your 
little readers.” 

A little boy at Prudy’s elbow says, “O, ask 
her to tell us about 'em, and if they can truly see 
with their fingers.” By the way, somebody has 
suggested learning the deaf-and-dumb alphabet 
as a rainy-day amusement for children, who find 
a deal of fun in learning to talk with their 
fingers. 


Bear Creek., Wis. '‘'‘Bear Prudy: I send you 
some pressed leaves which sister and I gathered 
in the fall. I have tried to get up a club, but 
did not have very good luck. I don’t think the 
young folks here love to read as well as I do.’ 

The leaves are unusually»pretty, and of a great 
variety of shapes and colors. Prudy means to 
arrange them for a transparency on glass. 

Here’s a nice, little, printed letter, from an 
eight-year-old. In Economy^ Ind.: 

“ Bear Prudy: I have six dolls, and one of 
them was three years old the first of this month.” 

What an aged doll I But Prudy knows of one 
that was t/urty-two years old, and then mysteri¬ 
ously disappeared. She w'as made of leather, 
stuffed wrllh wool, and, though her complexion 
was nothing to boast of, her form was elegant, 
and her disposition proof against all abuse. She 
survived the discipline of at least a dozen 
mothers and stepmothers, and her strange disap¬ 
pearance is still a matter of wonder and regret. 

Auburn, N. Y. "-Bear Prudy: We have dia¬ 
logues or compositions once in three weeks, in 
our Bcjiool, and we have hard work to find any 
that are nice for us girls. Now, if you would 
only put one In every number of The Corporal, 
we would be ever so much obliged to you.” 

If Mattie and her friends will write to Mr. 
Sewell for The School Festival, Prudy thinks 
they w'ill find plenty of nice dialogues. 


Alexandria, La. ” I live In the country, two 
miles from town. I have a little pony that fol¬ 
lows me about wherever I got Every morning 
he carries my brother ana me to school. My 
brother reads The Corporal every night, and I 
like It so w ell I can hardly wait for the next 
number.” 


Thomaston. III. ” I w ant to tell you that my 
parents arc both deaf mutes. They were educa¬ 
ted at Indianapolis six or eight years, and can 
read and write, but cannot speak or hear. My 
father is a fanner, and can tend from 25 to 75 
acres of land. They have a large family of child¬ 
ren, and w'e can all hear and talk. My baby sister 
is only a year and ten months old, but she can 
talk to her parents by signs. You would laugh 
to see her do it." 

Isn’t that a nice letter? 

Salem, N. J. ^^Bear Prudy: I am a little boy 
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i»eveii years old, and I have stood at the head of 
my class a whole week. To-night I played snow 
hall with two little girls coming home from 
school. We have got a yellow and white kitty 
named Gen. Grant. He weighs eleven pounds, 
and he is the nicest kitty you ever saw; he won t 
scratch anybody. I paid for The Cobporal this 
year wdlh my own money.” 

BurUngton Flat^, N. Y. ^^Dear Prudy: My 
great-grandma lives with us, and in a few days 
she will be ninty-nine years old. She wears such 
a funny pocket—I wonder if Prudy’s is like it. 
She wears it on the left side, and it is tied around 
her waist with tape, woven by her own hands. 
Last fall she knit me two pairs of nice socks, and 
last spring she made two muslin caps for herself.” 

Prudy thinks that dear grandmother must have 
H young heart, and hopes to hear of her hundredth 
birthday next year. 

Big Springs^ Iowa. '-'‘Dear Prudy: I think 
you have a real nice pocket, and the boys and 
girls must like you real well, or they would not 
write you so many letters. I write to my big 
sister, sometimes, and she scolds me because I 
make so many mistakes in my grammar, but I 
will try hard not to liave any in this. I try real 
hard to be good, but sometimes it is pretty hard 
work. If i make a gbod, smart man when I grow 
up, I am coming to see you, but if I make a bad 
man, I shall be asliained to see anybody.” 

Prudy shall expect to see that boy without fail. 

#- 

Falls Church, Va. “I have been reading Ab¬ 
bott’s Life of Napoleon, and I think I have found 
out why our magazine is called The Little Cor¬ 
poral. It is because it is fighting against the 
■wrong, iust as the “ Little Corporal”’ at the head 
of the French army did in his day. You see Na- 
oleon is my hero, and papa thinks I am right, 
ut 1 am not quite sure about mamma. She 
admits he w as greats but I am afraid she thinks 
he was not gooa^ 

Prudy must agree most heartily with mamma, 
for, though there is a great deal to admire in the 
character of Napoleon, w^e can say nothing better 
of him than that he w as a proud, ambitious, un¬ 
scrupulous man, w'ho acknowledged no God but 
destiny. ^ 

Santa Barbara, t 'ol. "Dt^ar Pr^idy : I am 
♦deven years old. I was l>om with only one hand, 
and I want you to tell me if you think I can learn 
to play the piano. I d«) so much want to, and 
ma thinks I can learn. I think you must know- 
most everything, and won’t you please tell me?” 

People have learned to do wonderful things 
w ithoiit so much as one hand, Nellie. There was 
a famous Frenchman who could paint and draw- 
very nicely, using his toes for fingers. And 
Prudy knows a gentleman who, with only one 
hand, can do up the most troublesome packages 
neatly and quickly, tying the string so rapidly 
you can hardly follow the motion of his fingers. 
If Nellie has patience, and ingenuity, and musi¬ 
cal taste, she can doubtless learn to play simple 
melodies and accompaniments. 

Klkkorn, Wis. ” I have two parrots and a cat, 
and sometimes they are very ninny. One day, 
while the cat w-as asleep, one of the parrots came 
slyly up and bit his tail. The cat howled and 
‘umpeu on a chair, while the parrot laughed vciw 
oud, ‘ Ha, ha, ha.’ After a while he concluded 
to try it again, so he crept up to the cbidr. 
climbed to the first round, and was just going to 


bite the tail that hung over, when puss gave him 
such a rap on the head tiiat it made him yell with 
pain. Then the parrot on the perch, who bad 
been looking on very soberly, thomeht it was his 
turn to laugh, and he laughed, ^ U, ho! ha, ha, 
ha.’ And seemed w'onder^ly pleased to think 
his mate was so nicely come up with.” 


MUlon Station, Jowa, “My name is Millie. 
My father is a minister, and doesn’t have very 
much money, so it took my sister and me a long 
time to get enough to pay for The Corporal. 
It took all my money but one cent, and every bit 
of Sallie's money. Father gave us each oadt 
fifteen cents, and w-e intend to save that and add 
to it until the time comes for 1872.” 


We have a letter from the mother of two of our 
little readers who have died during the past year. 

Frarkib Brook.s. died at Gatesville, June M, 
1S70. 

Shermak Brooks, died at Gatesville, June tfi, 
1870. 

We assure the sorrowing mother of our sym¬ 
pathy in her heavy bereavement, but cannot pub¬ 
lish the lines enclosed. 

To this list of little soldiers transferred to the 
anny above, w-e add one more name, which has 
just reached us : 

Mart J. Noble, Benton. Sept. 28. 1870. 11 

years. It months. 

Prudy: My brother and I have a big 
dog named Sailor, and we have a little cutter that 
we hitch him up in, and ray little sister is as 
happy as a queen w hen she rides in it W’e think 
it would be nice fun to hitch up our dog team and 
drive over to Chicago. So, if Lake Michigan 
freezes hard enough, you may see two boys com¬ 
ing w-ith a black dog and a home-made cutter to 
make Prudy a ^^8it. I wish you would write 
those folks a letter that don't pay <heir debts, for 
George and me gathered grass seed enou|^ to 
pay for The CouroRAL, and now we can’t get 
our money. I say it is too bad; don’t you?” 

Altogether tuo bad. 

JiiXddletowH, Conn, “One day last summer, 
when wo were at grandpa’s, my little brother Bd- 
die had on his wide straw hat, and a lady who was 
passing accidentally knocked it off from his head. 
He plcKcd it up, and looked at her a minute, and 
then said to her, ‘ Did you unsense youse’f for 
knottln' off my hat?” 

From Fonddu Lac we have a mother's account 
of her little boy, only eight years old, who has 
been at school but nine months, yet has five 
studies. Prudy wants to say to that mother, 
“ don't doit r' Because your tfiiild learns rapidly 
don’t let him be sacrillced to gratify your own or 
his teacher’s vanity. He has no business to have 
five studies. Why, young men in college are 
only allowed three, and how do you suppose Na¬ 
ture is going to make a man out of a little, rest¬ 
less, undeveloped animal, while yon drain the 
system of all its vital forces to keep up those/w 
studies. Let your boy read, spell, and write a 
little, and run, and shout, and frolic in the free 
air a great deal, or there is every probability that 
we may have to write him sadly on our liataa 
“ tronuftrred." 
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THE VOWEL GAME. 


Privtte Queer Lb in despair. For some weeks 
he has been acting in snch a strange way that the 
Corporal thonght seriously of setting a guard 
OTer him, and even whispered confidentially to 
Prudy that he was afraid Private Queer was not 
quite right in his wits; at any rate, he was a deal 
queerer than ever. He seemed greatly worried 
about his knapsack, which was full to bursting; 
and one day, when he was looking over a fresh 
arrival, the. Corporal heard him exclaim, 

“My goodness! here's some more of it—I be¬ 
lieve they mean to drive me crazy. There’s no 
mercy in them." 

“What's the trouble, comrade?" asked the 
Corporal, cheerfully. 

“Trouble enough, I should say," replied the 
Private; “ it's nothing but trouble, ever since 
you started the children on that vowel game of 
yours." 

“Why," said the Corporal, “ you astonish me, 
sir. Here is a letter saying, * I consider the game 
has b<H*n worth a term of schooling to my chil¬ 
dren ;' and I have scores of just such letters." 

“Ah! yes," said Private, “It's wonderfully im¬ 
proving to the children, no doubt of that, and 
capital fun, besides; but just think of me, sir. 
I have to read this stufiT by the bushel, and Fve 
been at it for weeks, sir; yes, and for months, and 
It gets worse all the time, till my brain is getting 
so topsy-turvy I can’t sleep of nights, sir. Just 
look here, will you, ‘2,100 words; over 3,000 o's, 
and no other vowel.’ How’s a man going to 
stand that, and five hundred more just as bad?" 

The Corporal tried his best to soothe the Pri¬ 
vate, and promised to help him all he could. So 
the Corporal helped, and Prudy helped, and 
everybody about the office helped, and, though 
they thought It good fun for a while, they all be¬ 
gan to grow queer In their wits, too, and you can 
hear them muttering to themselves, “ 500 a’s, and 
no other vow'el—800 e’s, and no other vowel!" 

CASSANDRA AND LABAN. 

A DRAMA that ALL OATS CAN ACT. 

Abrams baAscat at Balaklava, AlAlMina, 
«iaf Hannah. Anmnda's mamma, callH CaMandra, 


that can catch Cat rats, and scratch a black Madagas¬ 
car's hand as hard as sharp glass. That cat walKS a 
yard and a halt and has a cramp, and falls fiat as a 
chalk mark. At that Cassandra calls Liiban, Allan 
Adam's cat. Laban trami>s as fast as a smart cat can, 
and grants Cassandra a hand, and that glad cat stands 
at last. Cassandra pats Laban's back and asks that 
all shall call that a grand cat. 

All cats can act as acainiM. Cassandra and Laban at¬ 
tack Grandma Abram's yarn ball, and that madam 
stamps and calls, scut! As a papal ban that sh^ 
falls, and can a cat stand that ? As a bat raps a ball 
and that falls afar, Cassandra and Laban pack and 
strap a knapsack and, stalf at hand, start and walk 
apart as fast and as far as cats can. Cassandra at 
Arkansas halts. Laban halts at Canada. And at that 
Car land Laban has a rat stand. 

All Alabama cats want a Magna Charta, and ask 
that Laban shall march back and ask that Grant shall 
grant that. Laban tramiw and pats Grant's back and 
asks that that grand man shall grant a Magna Charta; 
and Grant, as Grant can. grants that. 

Cassandra plants back-tracks, and calls a grand 
mask ball at Balaklava, and has a brass band. At that 
ball all hands had a wait/, and sang a psalm. Cassan¬ 
dra had a small Jackall mask, and a black alpaca sack. 
Laban had a hat, drab pants, and all a cat's traps. At 
last Laban stands. raiM a pan, and asks that ^ cats 
shall thank GranL and at that all clap hands and 
stamp.—[Cbinras /uto.J 

Abnur Blaisdxll. 

810 words, S86 a’s, and no other vowel. 


CLEMENT DEXTER WEDS ESTELLE THE SHEP¬ 
HERDESS. 

Clement well, well remembers 
When erst he met Estelle, 

Where pendent evergreens were seen. 

Where sleek sheep fiecked the dell. 

He sees her feed her sheep there. 

The sheep they knew her well; 

She knelt, she petted gentle ewes. 

The shepherdess Estelle. 

When Even bent her dew gems. 

He left the sheltered dell. 

The nestled sheep, the evergreens. 

The Shepherdess Estelle. 

He went where dwelt the Jewess 
Esther, the Jewelled belle. 

Perfect she seemed ere Clement met 
The Shepherdess Estelle. 

Estlicr, the Jewess, her sweet eyes 
Her keen speech ne'er repelled; 

Gems docked her red. red tresses, yet, 

Clement heedless beheld. 

He sees the sheep, the evergreen. 

He secs the velvet dell. 

He secs the dress, the jet. Jet tress; 

The Shepherdess Estelle. 

He seeks the scene serene, when* 

Fresh bree/es sweep, eh! well!! 

He aeekM, he he icetfx. 

The Shepherdess Estelle. 

Clement met Estelle, erst, Mdien 
Septemher's crest'ent grew. 

He wedded her, the elf, when 
Decemljer’s tempests blew. 

L. Howard, Jb. 

161 words, 366 e's, and no other voweL 


No. 3.—CHARADE. 

I am a word of two syllables. My first is the 
common abbreviation of a boy’s name; my b«>c- 
ond is a ver>- useful implement In general use In 
waters where fish abound; and my whole is 
tho name of the monk w'ho first invented glas^, 
in England, A. D. m. F, Ji. F. 


No. 4.—CHARADE. 

I am composed of three syllables. My first and 
«t*cond form the name of one famous In Bible 
History; my third is a personal prononn; and 
my whole was a celebrated Jewish historian and 
antiquary. F. It. F. 
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No. 5.—INITIAL ENIGMA. 

NINETEEN SCRIPTURE CITIES. 

1. A city of a king and priest Who had no lineage, 

2. A ciiy where beloved John died of a great old 
age. 

3. A city where Apollos dwelt, mighty and elo¬ 
quent, 

4. A city where by Festus sent, a great apostle 
went. 

5. A city where St. Paul abode, and labored with 
his hands, 

6. A city from which Abraham went, to seek the 
promised laud. 

7. A city where St. Paul was bom,*where he for 
refuge fled, 

8. A citv whereto Abraham came to weep for 
Sarah, dead. 

9. A city near the wilderness, where Jesus went 
away. 

10. A wicked city of the plain, destroyed in one 
sad day. 

11. A city where more wine was found when flrst 
supply had failc^ 

13. A city where St. I^ul once touched, when he 
from Coos sailed. 

13. A city where Paul and Barabas from persecu¬ 
tion came, 

14. A city where Lydia heard Paul the things of 
God proclaim. 

15. A city from which Hiram came, when he for 
Solomon wrought. 

16. A city of the Chaldees, whence Abraham flrst 
was brought. 

17. A city, with its suburbs, to Merari's childn-n 
given, 

18. A city that once heard a song, sung by the 
host of heaven. 

19. A city to which St. John wrote the second of 
the seven. 

Now you must do, these names to find, if you 
will learn them well. 

The thing that their initials, found, to you will 
plainly tell. M. B. t\ i>\ 


No. 6.—CHARADE. 

My flrst is a sound your lips never must own; 
My second, O, that is a donkey's tone; 

My third you never must make your Cmc ; 

And my whole is a quiet and pleasant place. 
Where wisdom and wit yon can always And, 

If to open their caskets yon feel inclined. 

M. B. C. S. 


No. 7.—FRENCH PUZZLE. 

Je ne snia pas ce que Je snis, car si J'6taie oe one 
je suis, je ne serais pas ce que je suis. F. B. F, 


No. 8.—HIDDEN GEOGRAPHY. 

1. An overseer, fashion. An eastern city. 

2. Wine, earth. A northeastern city. 

3. For cows, for horses. A connty in Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

4. To travel on, to see with, earth. An eastern 
state. 

5. A girl, her sister, to drink, eat it Asonthem 
stutc. 

6. A girl, a French coin, a grain. A western 

state. M. B. C. S. 


No. 9.—CHARADE. 

I am a word of two syllables, of which the flrst 
is the object of universal desire; my second is 
four-flfths of pie French word for world ; and my 
whole is the name of asonthem city much ^oken 
of during our late war. F. B. F, 


A CONUNDRUM. 

Why ought the Emperor Napoleon to have 
ridden in a coach on September 3d f 
Because he had such a great fall firom his 
Sedan. 



The Beading will be given In the next number. 
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JOHCN" E. MILLER, 
Pdbluxsb avd Pbopbibtob, 

No. 9 Cootom Hoooe Place, Chicago, III. 

THE POSTAGE on Tint Little Coeporal Is three 
cents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine la received. 

A Special Offer. 

The publisher of The Little Corporal 
offers to send—free by mail—to every sub¬ 
scriber who sends $1.50 for the full year 1871, 
and requests it at the time of subscribing, 
one copy of our superb steel line engraving 
THE HEAVENLY CHERUBS. 

This has been the most popular premium 
that ever has been offered. It was engraved 
expressly for us, and has received the high¬ 
est commendations from the leading artists 
in the land. Now, boys and girls, begin the 
work anew, as the offer of this picture will 
aid you much in getting names to your 
clubs. Remember, every subscriber gets the 
picture, and the names will count on your 
club for a premium besides. 

Red Ridinohood and the Wolf. —We 
continue the offer made last month, and will 
send a ooj)y of the $6 chromo for two sub- 
seribers and $2 in cash besides. 

OUR NEW PREMIUMS. 

Books.—W e offer as a premium— 

<md by EmUy Huntington Miller. 

This is one of a prize series published by the 
Massachusetts 8. 8. Society. It is one of the 
best stories Mrs. Miller has ever written, and 
will prove a desirable premium. We also 
offer mOe Women and An Old Fashioned Girl, 
by Louisa M. Alcott; and several other 
popular and interesting books. 

Silver-Plated Ware.— We desire to con¬ 
fine our plated ware premiums to forks and 
VfoonSj though if any one has been working 
for any other article, if thev will write and 
inform us what it is, we will give them the 
forms. We have put these premiums very 
low and it will offer a chance for every 
rankly to have a set of silver-plated forks 
and spoons. 

Elgin Watches. —We have made some 
changes in the number of subscribers re¬ 
quired to obtain one of these elegant 
wafohes. A good and reliable timekeeper is 
certainly now within the reach of every boy 
or that reads The Corporal. 

Field Croquet. —^The most popular game 
for out-door amusement ever invented is 
Bradley's Field Croquet. We have put these 
»o low, that it offers a rare chance for every 
family to obtain one. 8ent by express either 


from Chicago, or firom the foctory at 8pring- 
fleld, Mass. ^ ^ 

Dollar 8team Engine.— We bought one 
of these for a Christmas present for the little 
folks at home, and it has furnished them an 
endless source of amusement and instruction. 
We have given it a thorough test and found 
it perfectly safe. Given for two subscribers 
sent at one time and 80 cents to pay postage. 

Emerson’s Binder.— Every one who takes 
The Corporal should carefully preserve 
each number. We have found nothing bet¬ 
ter to do this than Emerson's Binder. Sent 
for two subscribers, or The Corporal one 
year and the Binder for two dollars, sent at 
one time. 

THE CORPORAL IN SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

' We are sending The Corporal to a number of 
Sunday Schools at reduced rates, when taken in 
large quantities. Though not strictly a Sunday 
School magazine, yet Thk Corporal's mission 
Is, as its beautiful motto indicates, to fight 
i^ainst Wrong, and for the Good, the True, and 
the Beautiful, and thus furnishes reading matter 
eminently suitable for the Sunday Schoofscholar 
or teacher. 

SOMETHING TO DO. 

I want an active, energetic Agent in every 
town and neighborhood to canvass for our beau¬ 
tiful Chromo, “ Red Ridinghood and the Wolf." 
A jgood chance to earn from three to ten dollars 
a day. For terms, address JOHN E. MILLER 
Publisher of Littlx Corporal, Chicago, Hl- 

FROM ALFRED L. SEWELL. 

To Old Friends and New: After having 
worked with you and for you, as God gave me 
ability, for nearly six years, as Editor and Pub¬ 
lisher of Ths Iattlb Corporal, I have disposed 
of my pecuniary interest in that magazine Ao 
my late partner. Mr. Miller. He succeeds the 
late firm as publisher of The Corporal, while I, 
having purchased his interest in " The School 
Festival," succeed said firm as publishers of 
The FifflTTVAL. 

I have formed a co-partnership with Mr. Isaac 
W. Henderson, under the firm name of Sewell 
A Henderson, in the Book Manufacturino 
business In Chicago. We own and operate the 
largest co^lete establishment of the kind in 
this city. We manufacture Blank Books of all 
kinds, for Banks, Merchants, and others. We do 
a large Book Binding business—new editions of 
books and pamphlets in all styles, os well as 
magazines, from large editions to single volumes. 
We fill orders for all kinds of Book and Business 
Printing. Those who cannot visit us in Chicago 
may write us, by mail, and their letters wlll^ 
promptly answered. 

We also publish The School Festival, under 
the firm name of Alfred L. Sewell A Co. Price 
fifty cents a year. Single numbers fifteen cents. 
Back numbers can also be sent from the begin- 
nii^, January, 1870. Our place of business » at 
80 Washington street, comer of Dearborn street. 
In writing to us please add to the address " Pub¬ 
lishers of The School Festival, Chicago, Ill." 
See advertisement on 9d page of Corporal cover. 

Sincerely, ALFRED L. SEWELL. 

** Obo. P. Rowell A Co^ the N. Y. Advertising 
Agents, have the monopoly of space and location In 
many hundred newspapers, and know by their experi¬ 
ence Just where to Invest money to the best advan¬ 
tage."—AsrAsAIre Courier. 
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can go b^all), when the c ^ n^ail may be 

gSsEiSsas*: 

premiums for clubs. o 

Tn every be accompanied by the ^ 

r^olaJ eubSSrtptlon price, onedofZar a f^at/aueur 

ttrkf tmrn nanies we send, post paid, either of the fol* 4 
, nSe Snv ol our^ocket Scripture Atlas, 

ISotlu^irtU? Price**'^ cents; or, the School Edition of p 
Heed’s urawlng Lessons. 

TPrtr three names we send, post paid, either of ^e fol* | 
Miller’s “The Uoyal Road to Fortune,” 
inrlce^fl 50 ); largo edition of Re^’s Draw^ g 1 ^- c 

(price fl^); either of ttie steel wa^; 

mSs*** siSe of Betlilehem,” or •* From Shore to sllbre, 

(price of each P- 00 )* „ .*Q„n ^ 

engraving, are sent by mnll. on **™,'J* 

** Fw* live nnmee, (they need not all be sent at one 

ttSl) COBPOKAL free tor one year. 

W?S‘-«e 1 lr 2 !n?S lSq“»J 

S?h? maT pSit ^Sd, for a clubof sfx namw. Or you 
may M^dilxbam^ and *2 besldi^ for the larger one 
or t^o names and » besides for the smaller o^. 

iTnr etffht names the beautlfnl chromo Morning 
•oJowoF’’ (iivis Inches, price J 6 ,) mounted, sent by 
maS, postpaid. The same for five names and 93 brides. 

Sir 

tor 18, 

Price *IM, tor 160 .ub- 

.acsss^iSSSSSs 

names. Postage 25 cents. ^ M.n^ 

‘ToT-m?e®»Ioo“tor*ltoJ^ilfeber^or 

nimw at # 1.50 e^ich, and 

press from Chicago, or Springfield, Maas. 


time. Postage 30 cents. 

EMERSON’S BINDEB.-l£riXK t-OMtoR^^ 
nrlce 60 cents, for two subscribers at fl-W ot 

“rrS toKPOKAL tor one year and Rie Btnder 
for $2.00, sent at one time. 

n.StIS?cWo? n^‘^®the «fl™b S, TbJSS 

SimblKirliat up iS S“coln%llver bunttag 
No 1.—Price $95, for a club of ^ names at $1.50 each, 
or for a club of ten, and $18 ^8»d«. or 

fo?ld liSs^l^^nd $16 

**8II?J'EB?^TED spoons and FORKS.—Bo*«» 
‘r’^n.'^rl'niS.e. one ^«njra SpoonA 

W M lume.-, 

one haH dozen 8 names. 

1Fri??rprt« ri^toreveS'rfSbT «!>«* 

see advertisement 

(^TftSJ^NSwVoli; a&. if yon «. nmora. 
wSen^n claim the premium. « 

^ CLUB WITH OTHER PERIODICALS. 

We also offer Tb« 


other nmg^eA me ‘^^rfSi-Con^iAt; »a 

named beTow /or ootn. i«« Tribune 3.00 

W^ly ‘miriTF^m^ .3.W 

Harper 8 weeKiy..• • Western Rural.3.00 

Harper’s Bimar. • •.... J.W Yorker... A# 

Atlantic Montlily.... J-g jjgoby’s Toledo Blade WO 
M andHom^::;. s| Cb^n’sHoor .... « 

KfJoKili' I |S 5 «‘a.-.:!S 

iim National 8.8. Teacher ^ 


uoucy 8 I (jbicago Weekly Post 

Th^SSttce^.*-' Chi. Weddy Journal, 300 
The Advance preM 1 UM 8 . 

rnomrapon. or Five mwl P"'"‘y *6®;."’. JS 

.}■» 

tistSSfesfor .15 

4 — Stories told to a Child. 

3 -A Sister’s Bye-hours. ... 1.26 

3 -Mopsa. the .. ... 126 

5— Jean Ineelow’s w' 2 yola.. 30® 

dk"rmsli; poatpaiiuP- 
receipt of price given above. 
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THE HARD-FOUGHT BATTLE. 


BY LUCIA CHA8B BELL. 


IV. 

« \RY HOUSTON was up in the 
pirret of his uncle’s farmhouse. 
It was almost dark, and the 
other ** hands” were crowding 
around the dingy tin basin out 
upon the little porch, each 
clamorous for his tnni to wash, 
before going in to supper. 

The fbmee of boiled cabbage 
and the smoke of pork frying 
to cinders came up the narrow stairs and 
filled the low, garret chamber. Cary was 
eagerly reading a little, curly-scrlbbled, girl¬ 
ish letter in the faint gleam of dying sun¬ 
shine that came through the ” hole in the 
garret.” 

” Dear, precious Cary,” the letter began. 
” If yon toon’t write to me, you see I rMU 
write to you anyhow. Whenever I’m sorry, 
I like to tell you all about it, and when I’m 
glad, I always want you to know that, too. 
I did tell you once about the place Vc have 
to live in, didn’t I? About the vinegar 
making and the sickening, steamy smelt, and 
about the German people who won’t be 
friendly, and have such a mystery abont 
them that we are almost afraid to be so 
near. Don’t you want to know what we 
are doing in all these long, lonesome days? 
O, we arc all so hungry to see yon ! Well, 
mother sews and sqws, from dawn till deep 
in the night; and Jerry goes to school, and 
Cap runs away whenever she gets a chance, 
and I do ironing for people—you ought to 
see how beautiful the room looks when I 
have great clouds of delicate, shining linen 
floating over all the chairs, in the afternoon, 
when it’s all clear and quiet, and the sun 
shines through the green leaves at the win¬ 


dow—and I keep whittling and whittling 
whenever I have a spare minute and a bit of 
nice wood, and I do love it, if 1 am a girl. 
Cary, why couldn’t I make things to sell ? 
Seems to me some of my little carved knick- 
knacks are beautifnl enough to make any¬ 
body want them. The, other day a man 
gave Jerry a big goods box, for washing 
udAows, and Jerry gave it to me, and I am 
mflung a stand ont of it. A stand Just big 
enough to hold a lady’s pet books and her 
little bit of fine sewing, and a vase of flowers. 
I use father’s tools—you know he taught me 
how' to use them long ago, just for the odd¬ 
ity of it—and I have made the top smooth as 
glass, with little pendents all around—fine 
as frost-work, mother says. Don’t think 
we have forgotten the one great sorrow of 
onr lives. But the dear Lord is helping us 
to bear it. Please, Cary, do write and 
tell US' about you, and don’t be afraid to 
write just as yon feel, if it’s ever so gloomy. 
Only you mustn’t feel angry with God. I 
can guess what you’ve suffered. It must be 
harder for you to bear than for any of us; 
going away from us all as yon did—but you 
must ask God to help you. Ask Him to 
help you love Him, it is so sweet. I do 
love Him, and it makes life seem so fresh and 
glad for me. In spite of all the troubles. 
Sometimes I begin to feel blind and gloomy, 
but I beg for help and struggle my way out. 
I can’t write any more; it’s getting to be 
snch a long letter. But some of these things 
I’ve been writing last are always easier to 
write than to tell; I don’t know why, do you ?” 

Then of course there was much love sent, 
and kisses from everybody, and Ban’s name 
signed with a frinny little scrawl, besides a 
long printed postscript from Jerry that told 
about Jolly. 


Entered^ according to Act of Congrecc, in the year 1871, by John B. Miller^ in the Office of the 
Librarian of Congresn, at Waehingl.on. 
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Cary folded the letter, tucked it into his 
trunk, and sat down on the dusty floor, 
w'ondering if he could write them a letter 
and not make it cross. It seemed as though 
if he once began, it would just write itself; 
how surly, and passionate, and exacting, his 
uncle was ; how his Aunt Matilda whined, 
and found fault with him whenever he came 
in her sight; how he didn’t always keep his 
own ill temper down, and said useless, vexing 
things, himself, often and often. 

It hadn’t been his business to herd sheep 
more than a few days. 

“You’re such a big fellow,’’ his uncle had 
said, seeing his broad shoulders and large 
hands, “ you could do a man’s work; I can 
get some smaller chap for a herder. Grown¬ 
up hands are the hardest to get.’’ And a 
man’s rough work Cary had done, ever since. 

“ Bannie’d want to know if I’m studying 
any,” he said to himself; and she’d put on 
some of her heroic airs, and say ‘ a brave, 
determined boy would find some time to 
study.* I’d like to know where he’d find 
it. If there’s a minute I’m in the house be¬ 
tween meal times and bed time. Aunt 
da has me carrying in water, or sends jm ro 
split wood, or makes me * walk with ’ that 
cross baby, and if I hint gently that I’d 
rather not, or diplomatically keep out of 
the way, she’s offended.and tells Uncle Reu¬ 
ben a sad tale. I hate to write long strings 
of woeful stories like that, and I won’t, and 
I can’t write real jolly letters when there’s 
nothing jolly going on.” 

There was a scraping of chairs over the 
naked floor in the room below, and then a 
rattling of knives and plates, and a woman’s 
complaining voice called out at the foot of 
the stairs, “ Cary, what are you poked away 
up there for ? Haven’t you got sense enough 
to come down to supper ?” 

Cary was sure he was quite hungry enough, 
and he soon hastened down the stairs. A 
little, thin, freckled-faced girl was waiting on 
the table as well as she could, for such a 
company of hungry, impatient men. 

“ Only one pie to cut,” she said, when one 
of them asked for a second piece, “ Mrs. 
West said I might put on the other’n for the 
looks. There aint any more pork in the 
skillet. One piece was left this morning, 
and she said I needn’t cook so many slices 
•to-night.” 

Reuben West had not come in to supper. 
He stood out by the big road gate that led 
into the barnyard, talking with a slouching, 
ragged creature, who would not hold up his 
head, and yet leered into the man’s face now 
and then with a knowing wink. 


“ If you would just work the week out, 
maybe I could pay you the whole of it, 
then,” said Mr. West, with a good deal of 
anxiety showing in his sun-bumt face. 

“ But I won’t,” the other answered, with¬ 
out looking up. “ A fortnight ago I wanted 
to leave, and then you ’lowed if I stayed on 
awhile you could pay me the hull of my 
wages, and now harvestin’ is over and I ain’t 
paid yet. You was to give me wages aad 
board, and I swow I ain’t never had no 
board. Corn bread and burnt bacon and 
clabber won’t do me day in and day out. 
There’s that feller what come from out east. 
He’s some relation to you, ain’t he ? I s’pose 
he works for nothing. But I ain’t relation. 
And I can’t stay till after thrashin’. As for 
stayin’ till com cuttin’ I’ll be hanged flrst.” 

“ Then tiramp,** criefl Reuben West, “ and 
I never will pay you.” 

The “hand” drew a long breath, and 
shouldered his little bundle of old clothes. 
“I didn’t s’pose you w'ould,” he said, “^d 
I am glad to be away from you. But If you 
git any hands for your com cuttin* you’ll be 
cuter than I think, for I’m bound to write 
your title clear over the hull country.” 

That was all he had to say. It was grow¬ 
ing late, so he sauntered along down the 
black road w ith his bundle over his shonlder, 
and the man by the gate looked after him 
with his brows puckered into an angi 7 
frown. 

The old, intense desire of his youth to be 
rich and make a dazzling display in the 
world had led his life into sadly tangled 
ways. When he seemed to himself to be 
building up he had many times discovered 
in bitterness of heart that he was only pul¬ 
ling down. When he had felt sure that rich 
treasures were grasped safely in bis band, be 
opened his Angers and beheld an empty 
palm. And there he lived, at last, in a little 
cramped farm house, with a great farm 
stretching away upon all sides of it, haxdly 
able to furnish his table comfortably, or 
keep thfr necessary supply of help. True, 
he did manage to keep an elegant carriage 
and two flne horses, and his wife had a row 
of rich silks hanging behind the door in the 
spare bedroom, but that was small glory 
when hired men complained that they 
couldn’t do a good day’s w'ork n]>on sneh 
empty stomachs. 

“I dare say Cary Houston growls with 
the rest,” he muttered, as he walked slowly 
through the barnyard. “ Nobody likes to 
work for me.” 

After supper the hired men went trooping 
up into the little, hot garret, where, as 
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asaal, Uiey told vulgar jokes and stories till 
they fell asleep upon their hard beds. Cary 
hated their talk. He liked downright hon¬ 
est fun, hut not filthy vulgarity, and he had 
a habit of wandering out of the house, in 
the evening, away down the road, over the 
fields, or out into the barnyard where the 
cows lay breathing great contented breaths, 
while they chewed. He loved all animals, 
and these, he knew, suflfered daily abuse. 
He sauntered out to the barnyard that 
night, pondering over his letter, and the 
cows were there, as usual, resting silent and 
satisfied, as though they were thinking wise, 
good, patient thoughts in the quietness 
among the brooding shadows, after all the 
trouble and anger of milking time. 

“ If they could only speak,” said Cary, 
seating himself upon an overturned trough, 
“ I’d rather talk with them than anybody 
else round here.” Then the old story about 
the cattle at Christmas time came into his 
head, and he tried to think how they would 
look upon their knees in the dim hushed 
night with their eyes turned toward the 
east. They’d be transfigured, it seemed to 
him, with even their rough horns grown 
radiant, and their eyes shining with that one 
new strange gleam of soul light, while their 
voices went up in a murmur, mournful and 
beseeching, telling Ood of the stripes and 
wounds they received from human hands. 
And yet, they’d not forget to give thanks 
for daily food and drink, and for the calm 
rest that came to them at night. Cary 
wished he could believe the strange, old 
legend. He liked to think the quiet cows 
were saying to themselves, “ Another time 
of speech is yet before ns; then wc shall 
speak to the Father, and He will hear our 
wrong^s.” 

Far away the prairie stretched out of the 
shadows and was lost in white, ghostly 
mists. Cary had seen a picture long ago of 
something a nation of heathens believed in, 
an awfhl, white space, where wavered, and 
wandered, and waited, souls of the dead, 
with dumb faces and fair, drifting hands. 
He walked out to the gate, by and by, and 
stood there looking over at the wavering 
mists beyond the far-reaching shadows, and 
thought of the picture of souls. 

“I don’t see who could believe (Ao/,” he 
said, almost aloud, ” that God lets the souls 
of the dead wander and wait in some eold, 
empty space till He’s ready to gather ’em all 
in to be judged. If He’s good and loving as 
Mrs. used to tell us, he wouldn’t keep 
the ones He loves in suspense so long. He’d 
want to take them right home to rest und be 


glad. I wish Bannie’d told me just how 
she came to love Him. I s’pose she asked 
Him to help her. That’s what she told me 
to do. But somehow it isn’t so easy for me. 
I’m so cross and ugly and ungrateful all the 
time. The Lord’ll have to make me over 
completely, and put love into me, and set 
me going right.” Cary half laughed after 
he thought that—^not that he fe'lt irreverent, 
but because he was conscious that it was » 
rather a mean, selfish way, for him to tm*n 
the whole work over to Ood, and then just 
go on being surly and hard hearted, and 
placidly lay the blame all on God if It wasn’t 
done. But it was growing late, and he had 
to rise very early in the morning, so pres¬ 
ently he went back to the house. The little 
mite of a freckled-faced girl was sitting in 
the kitchen doorway. It seemed to Cary 
that she didn’t look much bigger than little 
Cap; but she was a good deal older. 

“I just got Mrs. West’s baby to sleep,” 
she said, as she made room for Cary to pass 
through; ‘‘ she’s been asleep this two hours. 

I had to do that hull washin’ to-day. Mrs. 
WjMt says a young girl like me is a heap 
stouter than a woman that has the sick 
headache every week of her life. She’s 
always took with headache on washin’ day, 
early in the morning before breakfast. No 
matter what day of the week washin’ 
comes, its just the same. I ache so, I*m too 
stifiT to move. But to-morrow I’ll have to 
iron. I wish every one of the hands would 
leave, I hate to do all the work for the hull 
set. I’m hungry, too. There wasn’t a 
speck of anything but dishes left on the 
table for me. I don’t care if Mrs. W'est w 
your aunt, she don’t treat you any better'n 
she does me. She used to tell—yes, she told 
it right before the hands—that Reuben had 
a nephew coming out here to stay this sum¬ 
mer, a great, good-for-nothing boy who was 
just a burden to his sick father. Tbu, she 
meant. And now your father’s dead, she 
says they’ll keep you just out of charity, 
and let you work for your clo’s and board. 
That’s the way I’m doing.” 

Cary hurried up stairs, not at all anxious 
to hear any more of her tales. He had 
heard enough to make his cheeks turn hot 
already. I wish the little minx had kept 
her mouth shut,” he said, as he tumbled 
down among the old quilts, with the snoring 
sleepers. 

The‘‘little minx” waited till he was up 
stairs and all was quiet. Then she uncurled 
herself stiffly, and tiptoed into Mrs. West’s 
pantry. There was the pie that had been 
“set on for the looks.” She touched it in 
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the dark as she moved her hands along the 
shelf. ** I made It myself, and I know It’s 
good,’’ muttered the child; “ I put in lots of 
sugar when she wasn’t looking, and spice, 
too. If I eat it now she’ll think the rats got 
it, and just scold because I left it uncovered. 
Or if she don’t believe it was the rats at all. 
I’ll say ‘ I heard Cary in the pantry a long 
time last night, after he came in,’ and she’ll 
lay the blame on him. I guess they wouldn’t 
dare whip him, and she would whip me if 
she knew.” And so she stood chuckling 
over her cunning, while she feasted in the 
dark. 

It was hardly tSliwn when Cary awoke 
after that evening of lonely pondering, out 
in the shadows. He was a sound sleeper, 
and often did not wake till the rest were 
stirring around him, so that this morning he 
congratulated himself. His first impulse 
was to hurry softly down stairs, and call the 
dog^ for a wild frolic over the fields. Then 
he remembered his promise to Ban, and how 
he had grumbled at home because he was 
obliged to stay out of school. It put him In 
very ill humor, but he resolved to deny him¬ 
self the pleasure of that grand frolic, and 
presently, with a book under his arm, 
hastened out into a cool, quiet hiding place, 
where he could study without molestation 
till the usual time came for him to get out 
of bed and do his share of the momihg’s 
work before breakfast. The time came 
much too soon. He had only solved one 
oroblem and was absorbed In unraveling an¬ 
other, when he heard somebody calling him 
at the house. “ Bother !” he muttered, “ I 
don’t see that it’s any use for me to try to 
be anybody.” But he felt ashamed of the 
whining words in a minute, and said to him¬ 
self, ‘‘ There you arc again, old Cain ! Keep 
do^n ! Ban never complains, and she’s had 
just as vexing a time as I have, too.” 

Reuben West was out on the porch wash¬ 
ing his hands, just as Cary came to the 
house. 

“ I didn’t send for you to come out west 
and mope over books,” he said, rubbing his 
fingers so vigorously with the coarse towel 
that the joints cracked. “That’s always 
the way with folks* poor relations. They 
don’t have any gratitude for favors, and 
never feel under any obligations. Now that 
your father ’s dead and hasn’t left a cent, 
you may be thankful if I take you for a hand 
and let you work for board and clothes. 
You couldn’t expect your mother to support 
you.” 

“ My mother never’ll have to support me,” 
said Cary, his face growing white under his 


old straw hat; “ and Pve worked my very 
beet for you ever since I’ve been here. Uncle 
Reuben. But I don’t mean to stay and 
work for board and clothes, for anybody. 1 
might work that way, year in and year out, 
like the horses and mules for feed and har¬ 
ness, but that would be horrible. You know 
it would.” 

“ I don’t know any such thing,” returned 
his uncle. “ You look here. When I was a 
young/ fellow I was bound to be rich. I’d 
have given my right arm to own a million, 
and live a gorgeous, dazzling life. But 
somehow things have kep’ going against 
me, and I stand here to-day a disappointed, 
discouraged man. You’d better keep out of 
the struggle and stay here and work, and 
have your dally bread, and let books alone, 
and not set your head on anything above 
you.” 

He seemed almost in earnest, and he had 
confessed frankly to the boy w^t perhaps 
he would not have confessed to any one 
else, that he was disappointed and discour¬ 
aged and had grasped too madly alter for¬ 
tune. 

Cary’s heart was wounded and angry, but 
he was softened with a little touch of sym¬ 
pathy when he heard that bitter confession. 

“Uncle Reuben,” said he, “I don’t 
grudge the work I do for yon this summer; 
but I don’t want to be treated like a boy 
taken out of the poorhouse, and I don’t 
want to be scolded and whined at con¬ 
tinually. One reason is, that I don’t want 
my ugly temper stirred up, and another is, 
that I don’t think I deserve it.” He had 
half a mind to reproach his uncle for the 
hard, false words his Aunt Matilda had 
spoken of him, but he thought, “ It would 
be telling tales, and I won’t notice It. The 
little minx that told me would have to suffer 
something awfril for it, so I’ll just shut my 
mouth.” Then he put his book away and 
hurried out to his work, while his uncle 
busied himself with tasks of his own. ^ 

“Bade,” called Aunt Matilda, from the 
pantry to the little g^rl, who was helping 
get breakfast, “where did you put that 
pie?” 

“ Right on the shelf, where yon told me 
to put it,” answered Bade. 

“ It isn’t there now,” said Aunt Matilda, 
“ and I know the rats couldn’t have taken 
it. It’s eaten off too clean, without any 
bits scattered round on the shelf. I would’nt 
wonder at all, now, if some of the hands had 
slipped in here and got it.” 

^de came to the pantry door, nodding and 
whjspeiing, and said, “I’ll tell you, Mrs. 
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West, only donH you be offended. I heard 
Cary fumbling round In here a long time last 
night after he came in, and 1 dare say he 
Just thought yon wouldn't care, 'cause he 
was relation, and he ate it up.*’ 

Aunt Matilda came out of the pantry with 
a bitter little laugh. I dare say he did,'* 
she said. I've watched that boy, myself. 
To see the way he eats at the tabic! I 
never saw such an appetite. He's Just so 
hungry every meal. I b'lievo he could eat a 
whole pan of pone himself. I think we’ve 
got the meanest set of hands in the world, 
anyhow. I haven’t forgotten that day when 
old Mrs. Hathaway and her daughter, from 
Philadelphia, came here to spend the after¬ 
noon. 1 got an elegant supper, and when 
the folks got up from the first table, there 
was preserves left, and Jelly cake, and sweet 
pickles, and light biscuit, and I hated to 
take them ofi* the table right before Mrs. 
Hathaway, and I did think when the hands 
sat down they might be a little bit modest; 
but they Just kept chuckling and winking at 
each other, and ate up every speck of the 
cake and preserves. That was before Mister 
Cary got here. But l?ll make him ashamed 
of that little pie performance. I’ll ta’nt 
him with it right before Reuben and all the 
hands. If there’s anything Reuben hates its 
such little trickeries. It’ll make him awful 
mad, and I hate to see him in his fits, but 
I want the conceit taken out of that boy.” 

When breakfast was ready, Sade loaded 
herself with Mrs. West’s cross, fat baby and 
prudently wandered ofl* out of hearing. 
The men sat down to breakfast moody and 
hungry, with Mrs. West at the head of the 
table. Aunt Matilda crimped her lips into 
a sarcastic, amused smile, while she poured 
the cups of muddy cofibe, as if some very 
facetious thoughts were working in her 
mind. When the coffee was all poured and 
her own plate well filled, she looked at Cary, 
and remarked, in her sweetest tone of voice, 
” It’s a fine thing to live with one’s rela¬ 
tions !” 

” Why ?” growled her husband, thinking 
some fresh instance of Cary’s wickedness 
had come to light—something even worse 
than wandering off with books early In the 
morning 

** Relations don’t care how much boys 
eat,” she went on, still looking at Cary. 
“It’s delightful for poor, sickly aunts to 
drudge and cook and bake, day after day, so 
that boys can even stand and eat in the 
pantry at night, after everybody else is in 
bed.” 

Cary dropped his knife and fork. It 


seemed as if that last mouthfhl of potato 
would choke him. He looked at those 
smiling eyes with a savage impulse in his 
fists, as if he would like to strike with all 
his might. 

” I’d like to know what you mean. Aunt 
Matilda,” he said, in a broken voice, like a 
big boy trying hard to choke down great, 
rising sobs. 

” Maybe you can tell me who slipped Into 
the pantry last night, and ate up a whole 
apple pie baked in a long pan,” was the 
answer. 

” Not 11” said Cary, speaking strangely 
loud, though he tried hard to bo calm. 
“ There was somebody else up besides me 
when I come in;” and then he blushed with 
shame and anger at liis own sudden impulse 
to lay the blame on that miserable, weary, 
hungry, little slave of a girl. 

” Well, did yon hear any one else in the 
pantry ?” continued his questioner. 

” No, I didn’t,” cried Cary, ” and I never 
touched that pie. Now, you can say what 
you please, and believe me or not believe 
me.” 

He didn’t dare sit there any longer. The 
” Cain in him ” was growing so wUd and 
strong, and it seemed as if his head was all 
in a whirl and his eyes half blind. The 
brown faces of the men steadily eating 
while they listened, seemed only a row of 
vogue, wooden faces. He did not look at 
his uncle. The woman thought that her 
husband kept strangely quiet. She did not 
see him clutching for his long carriage whip 
that stood in the comer behind him; did not 
see that he grasped it and hold it upon his 
knee under the table with his trembling 
hand clasping it very near the thick handle. 

” You own up, now,” he said to Cary, 
“before you dare to leave this room. You 
shan’t stand up and contradict my wife 
right to her face. She knows what she is 
saying.” 

It was hard to be so coolly accused of a 
sneaking meanness that he never committed, 
and it didn't quite seem to Cary that he 
ought to listen to such insults calmly. But 
he straightened himself up, and said once 
again, “ Uncle Reuben, I did not take that 
pie, I never saw it after I left the table.” 

“ You I” cried his uncle, darting from his 
seat toward Cary, “ You, take that 1” and 
the whip laid a long, bloody bruise across 
the boy’s face. 

Reuben West did not sit down again, but 
strode out to the bam, after the old, moody 
fashion of his passionate youth. 

“Now, it’s no matter what I do,” Cary 
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whispered, and crept up into the garret 
chamber, with his kuucs weak and his heart 
faint and sick. 

The men rose quickly and went out silent 
and frowning, as if disgusted, ashamed, and 
afraid. 

“I’d have some sort of revenge,” said 
Pierre Leveck, a big, yellow-faced boy from 
a miserable little village familiarly called 
Frenchtowu. He and his particular chum 
and commde were walking slowly down the 
laue on the way lo their work. “I’d lame 
all the horses,” he continued, “ or poison 
the cows, or go over to old Urb HoUise’s 
some night for one of his sheep that’s got 
the foot rot, and set it running in old West’s 
herd. There’s plenty of things he could do 
and not have proved on him either. 1 
wouldn’t stand as witness, myself, if I’d see 
the performance with my own eyes.” 

” Nor I,” said the other, ” aud none of us 
would. I’d leave the place to-morrow, if I 
had my wages. That Houston boy ain’t any 
sneak. He never shirks work, and he’s 
strong, too, and does more in a day for old 
West than you or I—don’t know any better, 
you see. And if he docs smuggle time 
to spell out of books, he cams It, I say.” 

[To be continued.] 


BENNY’S STUMP. 

BY RUTH WARRINGTON. 

Benny was a city l>oy, and the city he 
lived in was New York. His father was a 
mason, and had not much money to give 
Benny for candy or toys, or much to give 
Benny’s mother for his clothes. For this 
reason Benny’s trousers were patched with 
several different colors, and sometimes not 
patched at all, and his Jacket was quite apt 
to have a fringe about the bottom, and win¬ 
dows for his elbows to look through, as w'ell 
as doors for his hands. And all Benny’s 
“fun” was In the streets and parks. 

He liked the parks best, for they were 
pleasanter than the streets, and not as dusty. 
The earth w as softer to his bare feet, for he 
seldom wore shoes, and the green grass was 
like the pot of pansies sister Sue had before 
she died. Then the fountain with its clear 
water was his, as much as anybody’s, and 
he sometimes would spare a few crumbs of 
his bread for the flashing gold fish in the 
basin. And the sparrows w^ere always there, 
and in such a fuss. They were like little 
brown balls with two sticks for legs, and 
when Benny sat quite still, they would come 
close to him. chattering and pecking on the 
ground. If the sun was hot in summer, the 


trees w ere a nice shade, and the yellow dan- 
delious iu the grass were almost as good as 
the birds. With a few dandelions and some 
sand, he could have a garden of his own, 
and with a switch, he could ride all around 
the park, and not see anything as floe as his. 

Everything was like the stories his father 
told him in tuc evening when Benny sat on 
his knees, as he smoked his pipe. His father 
had told him how he was a farmer’s son, 
and had lived in the country where the 
grass grew by the roadside, and you could 
have tilled your arms w ith dandelions in a. 
minute. There were birds that sang, and 
sweet hay in the fields to tumble in, and O, 
plenty of apples. There were no streets 
with hard stones, but it was like a large 
park, with here and there a white house, 
and a barnyard with horses, cows, and hear 
and chickens. Benny would listen until he 
fell asleep and was waked up to go to bed, 
and the next day he would go to the park, 
and think how that country looked, when 
his father w'as a boy like him. 

In the park where Benny went the most, 
the one he called “ my park,” was an old 
stump. That was Benny’s favorite spot, 
and there he sat curling or braiding hU dan¬ 
delion stalks for ornaments for his horse’s 
head, (that was his own head, you know,) and 
there, too, he used to take naps in the 
warm days. Tliat stump w as in his garden, 
and sometimes it w as a house, and sometimes 
a bam; in fact, you never saw a nicer stump, 
for it would be anything. 

How the stump came there, Benny won¬ 
dered ; and he would sit by it, and pat it, 
and ask it to tell, “just in a whisper,” how 
it came there. Then when be put hUear 
close to it to hear the whisper, everything 
would be still, and the stump would not toll. 
Tlicre w ere no other stumps in the park, 
and this one was away in a comer near an 
old pump which was not used. The grass 
did not grow very near it, but that was bet¬ 
ter for Benny’s garden, for he needed the 
stump in that, as I have told you. 

In the winter and spring, Benny went to 
school, and learned to spell from a ragged 
spelling book, but in the hot summer days 
he was in the park all day. Sometimes his 
mother wanted him to do an errand, but as 
soon as ho could, he would get back to his 
stump, and in the afternoons of school days, 
he would tell it all the trouble of the hot 
schoolroom. 

One very hot day in August, Benny came 
to the stump and jumping on it, cried, 

“ Are you never going to tell me where 
you came from ? Now say where.” 
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“ Yes, ril tell you, and show you some¬ 
thing, too,'’ replied a voice, so high up that 
Benny looked to see, and found he was not 
on the stump, but in the arms of a g^at, 
brown giant. But he had a pleasant face, 
and laughed so merrily, though very loud, 
that Benny did not feel frightened, but said, 

“ Well, go on, I’m ready.” 

So they went swiftly down, down, Benny 
could not tell where, for it was very dark, 
and they went so fast he put his arms around 
the giant's neck, lest he should fall. The 
giant's long beard had a pleasant smell like 
the grass, and as they went down, Benny 
heard a sound like the wind in the leaves of 
a tree. At last they stopped, and Benny 
saw they were In a large cave, that had 
many passages, and was quite light enough 
to see, but not at all like sunlight. There 
were the oddest people down there, all busy 
about something. They were all brown— 
everything was brown. Some of them were 
making long tubes which they blew out of 
their mouths, and others would take hold of 
the end until three or four had hold of one, 
and they would pull them until they were 
very slender. Then they would put the 
small end of the tubes into a well, and many 
of them would take hold of the other end, 
and run up the way Benny and the giant 
came down. 

There were different piles of brown earth, 
Benny thought, and these strange people 
making from them things that looked like 
all kinds of vegetables, beets, carrots, tur¬ 
nips, potatoes, only they were very small, 
and all brown. There were some making 
flowers, and folding them up into small 
parcels; some making trees, and folding 
them up; one put a little tree into an apple 
seed; another, a whole vine into a bean; and 
another, ever so many ears of com, with their 
husks and tassels of silk, into one kernel. 

Benny looked at the g^nt, and he laughed 
and said, **Tou did not know I came from 
•uch a funny place, did you?” 

‘‘ No,” said Benny ; ” I did not. Are you 
really the stump, or what are you ?” 

Then the giant sank out of sight, and 
tiiere was the stump close by Benny, and it 
was the same stump, for there was the mark 
in the side where somebody had cut a piece 
out. Benny stood on it, and again it was 
the giant, and had Benny in its arms. 

‘‘ "Why, where do you go to?” said Benny. 
” How can you make yourself so small ?” 

” O, that’s nothing,” said the giant. ” I'll 
do something better than that.” 

He set Benny down, and said, ‘‘ Look!” 
Benny looked, and saw several of the brown 


X>eople making an acorn. They rolled it and 
Bhax>ed It, cutting the dents in the cup* ^ith 
their teeth, and when it was finished a voice 
inside of It said, ” Look !” So Benny looked 
in, and there was the giant, only then he 
was not a giant at all, but a small dwarf. 
Benny turned around, and the giant was 
really gone, only the little man in the acorn 
lea. 

“ Is that you?” asked Benny; and behind 
him, the voice, high up, said, ” Yes, it’s I.” 
And there was the giant again, and the acorn 
was empty. 

Then the brown people ran up Into the 
acorn, and the giant took Benny in his arms, 
and they went up, until Benny found him¬ 
self on the stump again. But before he 
could Jump off, the old stump grew into a 
beautiful, green tree, and Benny was in the 
top of it. He seemed very near to the blue 
sky, and thought the liuie in the sun smiled 
at him. It was an oak tree, Benny knew, 
for there were acorns on it, and he had some 
acorns at home, which Sister Sue got one 
day, when she was sick, and rode in the cars 
to see if it would make her any better, 

Benny had never been in a tree before, for 
the policemen in the parks would not let him 
climb into the trees. But he had often lain 
on the gravel, with his head in the grass, 
and looked up into the trees, and wondered 
how the birds felt up so high, and what made 
the leaves rustle and whisper together, and 
whether the sky was really close enough to 
touch with your hands. 

As Benny sat in the tree he looked up, and 
the sky had white clouds piled up like moun¬ 
tains covered with snow, and there were 
lines like streets, only they were blue, and 
did not go straight, but wound in and out 
between the sun and the white mountains. 
And then he looked down, and saw nothing 
but green leaves and the brown branches; 
and just then a bunch of acorns dropped off, 
and one of those brown people from below 
popped out and covered up the hole, and then 
disappeared again. But opposite him, sitting 
astride the stem of a leaf, was a little man in 
green Jacket and trousers, who seemed to be 
rubbing the leaf, but often he would stop and 
make strange faces at Benny. Then, when 
Benny looked at him, he laughed, and cock¬ 
ing his hat on one side of his bead he began 
to dance on the leaf. 

“ What are you doing ?” asked Benny. 

“ What are you doing ?” replied the little 
man ; and then he stood on his bead on the 
leaf. 

“Where do you live? and what’s your 
name ?” asked Benny, again. 
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“ In that knot hole behind you. Ching-a< 
ling,” replied the little man. 

Benny looked behind him mto the knot 
hole, and saw it was a little room, with a 
bed and chair, and there was the door to a 
cupboard in the side. 

” Was it dinner time when you came up ?” 
said Ching-a-ling, rubbing away on the leaf. 

“ We’d had dinner,” said Benny. 

” Do you eat spiders ?” asked Ching-a-ling, 
suddenly pausing in his rubbing, and coming 
quite close to Benny. 

Benny jumped back a little way and ans¬ 
wered, 

‘‘No; why?” 

‘‘ Because Mr. Sparrow does, and Daddy 
Long Legs has ^ lovely daughter.” Then 
Ching-a-ling turned a somersault and landed 
on Benny’s toe, where he stood on one foot. 

‘‘ Well, you’re odd,” said Benny. 

‘‘ Not a bit,” said Cliing-a-ling. ‘‘ She has 
the smallest eyes you ever saw, and her legs 
arc just like hairs ; and 1 think you’re sitting 
on her house, for she lives under that loose 
piece of bark near my knot hole.” 

‘ Benny jumped up, thus upsetting Ching-a- 
ling, and there was a loose piece of bark, and 
on the edge sat a spider, darning a cobweb. 

‘‘There, Is she not pretty ?” asked Ching- 
a-ling. 

*‘ Her eyes are small,” said Benny, gravely. 

‘‘She will live with me, some day,” said 
Ching-a-ling, absently, rubbing Benny’s toes 
as he had the leaf. But he had some rough 
instrument in his hand, and Benny started, 
and drew away his foot. 

‘‘ O, I thought that was the leaf,” Ching- 
a-ling said. ‘‘ You see I rub them smooth, 
and then I varnish them, which keeps out 
the rain.” 

“ Do you do all the leaves ?” asked Benny. 

‘‘ Only these on this bough; other men 
like me attend to other boughs,” replied 
Chlng-a-ling; and he went to work and rub¬ 
bed and varnished until everything shone. 

Benny watched him for a while, and then 
he heard a sound like running water. By 
him was a place where a leaf had fallen off, 
and Benny could look inside the limb. He 
saw that It was tilled with white tubes, and 
in those flowed a beautiful liquid, not quite 
like water, and where two branches joined 
was a well, and many of these tubes had one 
end in the well, and then the other part lay 
along the branches. At the wells were little 
men who pumped, and some had buckets, 
which they drew up full of this liquid, and 
carried to a place where a bough had been 
broken off by the wind. Then other little 
men brought pails of white earth, and some 


strips of green bark, which was soft and fine, 
and they made a paste of the white earth 
and the liquid, and mended the place, and 
covered it with the bark. And there were 
little, flne tubes all along the backs of the 
leaves, where the liquid ran and turned 
green. 

Then Benny looked around, and on each 
bough was a little man like Ching-a-ling, and 
each one had a little pail of varnish strapped 
to his waist, and if a twig was broken off, 
they blew a whistle, and others 'came and 
mended it, as Benny saw them mending the 
place where the bough was broken off. Then 
a robin with a long worm in itfe bill flew 
into the leaves, by Benny’s head, and he 
heard the twitter of the little ones in the 
nest. After they were fed, the robin looked 
over at Benny, with its bright, black eyes, 
and said, 

” Have you seen my birdies ?” 

‘‘ No,” said Benny. 

“Well, I have flve, and they leave the 
nest to-morrow, so you had better look 
now.” 

The nest was very smooth inside, with 
gray and black horsehairs nicely woven in, 
and a piece of wool in the bottom. But the 
flve little, brown, feather balls, with the 
tiniest red breasts, and largest open mouths, 
were prettier still. One of them sat on the 
edge of the nest, and quite looked down on 
his brothers below, but they pecked his toes 
until he fell bock into the bottom of the nest. 

“ Do you always live here ?” asked Benny 
of the robin. 

“No; when the snow comes I live near 
some house, for all the birds go out of town, 
then, except the sparrows and chickadees.” 

Then the robin tucked in the little ones’ 
heads, and told them to go to sleep; and, 
before she flew away, she said to Benny, 

“ I have heard that some people eat robins; 
tell me, is that true ?” 

“ I think not,” said Benny. “ I never ate 
any.” 

And the robin’s mate flew up for her, and 
they both went to get their supper. 

Ching-a-ling called to Benny to come and 
have some supper with him; and they had 
white honey in acorn cups, and little, round 
“ cheeses,” picked fresh from their leaves, 
and plums on plates made of sugar. Ching- 
a-ling told Benny to put his plate into his 
pocket—that he always gave the plate to the 
person who used it. Benny thought it would 
be nice enough to eat, but he put it in his 
pocket. And Ching-a-ling bade Benny good 
night, for it was getting dark, and the stars 
were twinkling out one by one, two by two. 
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three by three, and sometimes whole compa> 
nies of them together. 

Benny became very sleepy, and the robin 
had come back, and was on her nest, but the 
little men inside the tree were as busy as 
ever. And Benny leaned his head against a 
bough, and it seemed like the giant’s 
shoulder, and he thought the leaves on his 
cheek were like the giant’s beard. And the 
moon was a beautiful lady, w’ho stooped and 
stroked his face with her w'hite hand and he 
slept, and had a dream. 

He dreamed that he was in a large field, 
where there were a great many trees. One 
of them was an oak tree, and it was the 
largest tree there. Benny dreamed that he 
climbed into the oak tree, and that while he 
was there some men came with axes and 
ropes to cut the tree down. They put the 


ropes around the tree, and raised their axes 
to cut it, when Benny cried out, 

“ O, don’t cut down this beautiful tree. I 
love this tree.” And, as he said that, ho 
awoke. 

He was surprised to find he w’as not up in 
the tree, but that he was sitting on his old 
stump in the park. He rubbed his eyes and 
looked around. It was evening, the lamps 
were lighted in the streets close by, and he 
w'as hungry. The people who went through 
the park walked fast, for it was late, and 
they wanted to get home. 

“Is that really where you eame from, old 
stump, dear old stump ?” asked Benny, as 
he patted it good night, for he must go home. 
And he leaned his cheek against the stump, 
and thought it whispered, O, so softly, 

“ Yes, little Benny.” 



APRIL SHOWERS. 

BY MRS. EMILY HUNTINOTON MILLER. 


Bleak and bare, in the morning gray, 
Lie the uplands and hills to-day ; 

Over their tops the clouds hang low, 
Black and heavy with rain and snow. 

Here and there, by the sheltering wall, 
Grow and brighten the grasses small; 
Here and there on the larch are seen 
Slender tassels of softest green. 

Over the brook the alders swing 
Tawny blossoms to greet the spring ; 


Thickly gemming their branches low, 

Yellow catkins the willows show. 

Beautiful tokens! all in vain, 

Down from the black cloud slants the rain ; 

Deep in the earth, beneath our feet. 

Warm as summer the pulses beat. 

You may count their throbbing in streams that 
With rush and ripple from silent sleep, [li^ap* 
In the flash of wings through the maples bare. 
And the bluebird's note on the morning air. 
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GIRLS OF THE FAR NORTH. 

BY BUSAN COOLIDOB. 


No. a.—L otten Venxbero. 

Who would like to go with me on a ^liort 
journey to Stockholm ? 

Dear! what a rush ! It’s like taking charge 
of a caravan. Jimmy seizes his cap, tall Jack 
is out of sight already, and Agnes, Emma, 
small Bess, and even baby May with her in¬ 
nocent blue eyes, arc getting their things on 
as fast as ever they can. Well, darlings, you 
shall all go, only, as the steamboats would 
ask ever and ever so much for carrying us 
over, and papa and mamma might feel badly 
at having their pets away for six long months, 
perhaps we had betCer make the trip on paper. 
It doesn’t cost nearly so much, and, besides, 
we can get home at any moment we like, 
which will be a great comfort. 

Let us play that we have got across the 
Atlantic, because it is so tiresome to be sea¬ 
sick a week or more. And now we have 
gone up the Skagger Rack and down the 
Categat, (which you have read about in the 
geography<) and we are on the Baltic Sea. 
Those islands to the right and left are Oland 
and Gottland, and now we come to the 
Skaengard, which you see is a little strait, 
full of Islands, and right before us is Stock¬ 
holm. 

What does Jack say ? ** that is more than 
half water?” So it is. The whole city is 
built on islands, some larger and some 
smaller, some higher and some lower, some 
with trees and some w ithout. And that is 
what makes it so beautiful—these blue, wind¬ 
ing waters among the streets and gardens 
and houses. Every man, woman, and child 
in Stockholm can have a view and a sniff of 
salt air without going far from his own door, 
and that causes it to be the hcallhj’ city it is. 

” I don’t see how' they get about,” remarks 
Jimmy. 

O, but you will pretty soon. Just count 
how many bridges there arc to tie the differ¬ 
ent parts of tlie town together. And the 
boats! Why, the water is full of them— 
white sails and yellow sails and steam tugs. 
Are not these last droll little things ? and 
don’t they puff about exactly like a fat boy 
who has been running till he is quite out of 
breath? And did you ever see such pretty 
row boats as those, w'ith w’omcn to row them ? 
They are Dalcallan peasant women—hand¬ 
some, strong creatures. Stockholm is full 
of them. Their dresses are very pretty, 
Emma thinks, but very queer. We have 
nothing like them In this country. Blue 


petticoats, white waists, gay aprons striped 
in all colors, and red caps, with tassels, on 
their heads. If it w ere winter, they would 
be wearing sheepskin jackets, with the wool 
turned out, to keep them warm. 

Let us get into one of the boats and be 
rowed over to tliat quarter where there are 
so many handsome houses. This is the 
” Norrmalm,” or north suburb, where the 
rich and fashionable people live. Almost all 
these grand dwellings have three or four 
families in each of them. Each family has a 
floor w ith nice sitting rooms and bedrooms, 
and a neat kitchen with a curtained stove, 
which, when not in use, is hidden away. 
W^ondcrful cooking goes on in these kitchens 
—all sorts of delicious bread are made, and 
rusks, tea cakes, biscuits, and bun loaves, 
w'hich are thought so good that once, when 
the little princess and her brothers wore 
talking about heaven, and one of them asked 
her, ” When the Lord Almighty is hungry, 
do the angels bring Him bread ?” she repU^ 
with g^at energy, ” Dear me, no! not bread, 
but bun loaf!” Wonderful soups are made 
there, too—nettle soup, flsh soup, almond 
soup—none of which we have on our tables. 
Capital pastry and tarts, and a thousand and 
one dishes composed of milk and cream, for 
which Stockholm people have a passion. 
Nobody thinks of using anything but rich 
cream in their coffee, and the coffeepot is 
boiling most of the time. It would seem as 
if Arabia itself were not big enough to sup¬ 
ply Sweden with all it wants of this univer¬ 
sal beverage. 

The young ladies of the family do a great 
deal of this dainty cooking, which Is taught 
them as part of their education. And when 
I think of the bad things we sometimes have 
to swallow in the United States, I can’t help 
wishing it were a part ef our girls* educa¬ 
tion, also. 

They are industrious creatures, these Swe¬ 
dish maidens, and find time to do a great 
deal, both for themselves and other people. 
They read and study and sew and knit, and 
make home bright, besides going to balls and 
parties, and dancing, like other young ladies, 
and having the best of times. Let us peep 
into the pleasant parlor before we leave the 
house. The w'arm weather is at hand, so the 
double sashes are taken down. If we had 
come a little sooner, we should have found 
each window sill a tiny garden, with beds of 
cotton batting stuck full of moss, evergreen 
twigs and barberries. Pretty soon the mid¬ 
summer celebration will be here, and then 
each room will be turned Into a bower of 
green branches and boughs of birch made 
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gay with wild flowers. The Swedes have a 
great many of these simple festivals, birth¬ 
days, saints’ days, and the like, and are 
always inventing little treats and surprises 
for each other, which cost hardly anything, 
and add largely to the sum of general cheer¬ 
fulness and gaiety. 

Here is the market; let us stop a moment. 

“O,” squeaks Jack, “ what is that funny 
thing 

That, Jack, is a bln full of bread. We 
never before saw bread in a bln, did we ? 
** Knackebrod,” it is called. No Stockholm 
housekeeper would think she could live with¬ 
out it. It is a sort of thin, crisp cracker, you 
see, very sweet and brown, with a hole in 
the middle to string it op by. That house 
servant, who is going off there with her 
basket of meat and vegetables, has fifteen or 
twenty of these knackebrod swinging fW>m 
her finger. It is the day’s supply for the 
flimily with whom she lives. 

Those fir twigs tied in bunches, that Agnes 
is puzzling over, arc used instead of brooms 
to sweep the bouses with. They wear out 
soon, so a new one must be had every day or 
two. That heap of greens Is young nettle 
tops for soup. They are considered one of 
the spring delicacies, as spinach is with us. 
There is plenty of spinach, too, you see, and 
splendid potatoes. Everyone eats potatoes. 
The king has his served in a silver vase, ** un¬ 
fingered,” as it is called; that is, with their 
skins on. 

Here is a jolly old peasant, selling ginger¬ 
bread and bull’s eyes to children. Her little 
girl, there behind her, looks Just like another 
little, old woman, doesn’t she, in that fUnny 
dres!5 and cap ? exactly like her mother I 

If it were Sunday, and we should go into 
the churches, we should find all the ministers 
in town preachingfVom the same text. They 
are obliged to do this by law ; and for every 
holiday there is a regularly-appointed pas¬ 
sage of Scripture. 

Here comes a grand carriage with four 
horses, and ” XV ” gilded on the panel. All 
the people pull off their hats as it rolls by, 
for the king is inside. His home is the grand 
palace in the middle of the city, and he and 
his family go about a great deal, and arc very’ 
much beloved. When the {princess and her 
governess go out to walk, the people In the 
street whisper, ” there goes Lilia Prinecssan,” 
or, “our little princess;” and many bright 
smiles and respectful bows are bestowed on 
the sweet, young girl. 

But we mustn’t go all over Stockholm yet, 
delightful as the walk would be, but stop 
awlrilc In the “ Norrmalm,” for here it was 


that Lotten Vennberg lived—that fi-iend of 
Miss Bremer’s that I proipised to tell yon 
about. She was a good deal younger than 
dear “ Tante Fredrika,” whose story you so 
lately listened to. 

When a little girl, Lotten was rather lazy, 
with a hasty temper and untidy habits. She 
would leave her things about the room, and 
rumple up her bureau drawers in a way to 
vex particular housekeepers. The pet of a 
wealthy family, and the darling of her 
father, it wouldn’t have been strange if she 
had grown up a selfish, indolent woman, 
like hundreds more, just taking care of her 
own comforts, and thinking little of other 
people’s. But even in those early days, 
there was something in her that gave sign 
of better things. 

Once, a poor servant lad cut his knee ter¬ 
ribly. They sent for the doctor, but he 
couldn’t come, and they didn’t know what 
to do. So Lotten undertook the case. She 
must have had a “knack,” as people say, 
for surgery, for she tied up and dressed the 
cut as skillfiilly as any old nurse, and after¬ 
ward took such good care of the wounded 
boy that he very soon got well and was able 
to go back to his work. 

Another time, she beard of a lad who was 
afflicted with a fearfhl disease, which the 
doctor said could be cured, only it would 
cost a great deal of money. “ No such word 
as fall,” became Lotten’s motto in after 
life, and she seems even then to have begun 
to spell it, for her immediate resolution was, 
the necessary sum must be raised. She set 
out bravely to beg from everyone she knew, 
and as Stockholm people are very kind 
hearted, she had but little trouble in collect-* 
ing, w’ith what she could spare herself, all 
that was needed. And the consequence 
was, the poor fellow was cured of bis 
disease. 

These were but little things, taking only 
a few hours’ trouble and thought, but they 
showed what was within the child. As she 
g^cw older, her excellent mother took the 
greatest pains to correct her faults, and had 
the reward of seeing them gradually disap¬ 
pear. Lotten gjew tidy and careful, good 
humored and active; and her sweet and 
merry disposition made her a great favorite 
at school, where she always had some shy 
little one under her care and protection. 

Once, in the country on a midsummer’s 
eve, she and some other girls were trying an 
old charm, which consists of breaking eggs 
Into wine glasses and setting them away till 
the next day, to see what sort of figure would 
form on the surface. None of the other girls 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



120 


lApriU 


Tht Little Corporal Magazine. 


found any figures on their eggs, but on Lot- 
ten’s was the shape of a crown. 

Heaven knows what sort of a queen you 
will make, dear Lotten,” said her young 
friends to her. 

1 shall be one in the queen’s almshouse,” 
she answ'ered, laughing. 

If any of that playful party had been 
“ mediums,” as we say in this country, they 
might perhaps have seen in the air above 
Lotten’s head, a sort of spiritual crown, 
which was getting ready to rest upon it; 
for she was indeed a queen among women. 

And so, with struggles of .temper and 
fights against laziness, in the cheerful, well- 
to-do SwedUh household, she grew up. 

Emma savs, 1 have no business to call my 
stories Oirts of the North, for they always 
grow up right away. 

Why, so they do, darling; but then that 
is just the way it goes in real life. The little 
girls of to-day will be women before we know 
it, and then the only question is, what sort 
of women they shall be ? And I thought my 
girls, Emma and Agnes and the rest, would 
like the stories all the better if they could 
realize that the good women they tell about 
were once young, also, like themselves. 

Emma seems satisfied. She says, “ Yes, I 
think so, too.” So we will go on with Lot- 
ten, who is ” little Lotten” no longer. 

She has grown into a tall lady, with a dig¬ 
nified figure and bright, pleasant manners. 
She talks, and tells amusing stories, and 
seems always happy. I will tell you why. 
It is because she has so much to do. Busy 
people are always the happiest. Besides 
going to parties, and being the most atten¬ 
tive daughter and sister in the world, and 
the kindest niece and cousin and friend, she 
has ever so many hours a day set aside for 
working for the poor. At first it was an 
hour or two; then, as she saw more and 
more of the want about her, it grew to be 
all her mornings and half her afternoons 
besides. And it isn’t the poor only that she 
works for—she finds time for the rich as 
well; and I can tell you that rich people 
often stand in as much need of help and 
sympathy as if they had not a penny in the 
world. She is always doing. 

The way she finds time for so much, is by 
using all those small fractions of moments— 
ten minutes, five minutes, odd half hours, 
which other people waste without knowing 
it. One thing fits into another. See her on 
her way to some family in distress—first she 
dives into one shop to get an amusing book 
for a poor, melancholy soul who needs efieer- 
ing; then into another for a few yards of 


trimming, which a friend was in distress 
about; then for a few minutes she stops to 
brighten up somebody’s sick room with a 
few kind words. Nothing was too great or 
too small for her loving spirit. 

“The Universal Atlas,” she was once 
called, for she carried the whole world upon 
her shoulders. All Stockholm claimed her 
as their own. The queen was her fHend, 
and consulted her about all her charitable 
work. The merchants poured money into 
her purse to be used for the poor. The 
police knew her, and counted her as a helper 
to the law, for in the darkest dens and alleys, 
and among the worst and wickedest men, 
her name had infiuence, and could often 
bring good out of evil. And the poor—^they 
loved her best of all. “ She is on our side,” 
they would say; “she is our champion.” 
And they trusted her implicitly, though she 
never humored them, and always told them 
the plain truth. 

Every morning she had her hours of busi¬ 
ness, when she received all sorts of appli¬ 
cants, and her Judgment was so good, and 
her knowledge of the poor and their circum¬ 
stances so thorough, that she was hardly 
ever deceived. Then in the afternoon, she 
would go out to look into cases, or, if need 
were, to beg money from the rich. The mer¬ 
chants were never sorry to see her come in, 
for—and mark this, girls, in case it ever 
comes to you to do such work—“ she brought 
a clear head, stated her business at once, had 
a cheerful way of looking at things, and made 
no attempt to work on people’s feelings !” 
She said “ than^ you,” always, when asked 
to do a favor, as if she were the person 
obliged. “All the benevolent institutions 
in Stockholm she was fismiliar with ; she 
understood the legal bearmgs of every ques¬ 
tion ; remembered where everybody lived; 
and was at once a post-office directory, an 
almanac, and an ofilcial gazette.” 

“ It wasn’t necessary that a person should 
stand before her with an empty cupboard 
and starving children, to excite her sympa¬ 
thy. She knew and felt the untold sorrow 
and the silent suffering, and did not wait to 
be appealed to with sighs and tears.” 

And all this incessant occupation did not 
prevent her from going into society a great 
deal, and enjoying it very mueh. People 
used to wonder that she could find time to 
accept so many invitations to parties. Hand¬ 
somely dressed, and looking ten times hap¬ 
pier and brighter than other people, who 
had not half so much to do, she was the 
life of the company, and wherever she went 
told such amusing, warm-hearted stories, 
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that she was sare to come away with a warm 
woolen shawl for some old woman troubled 
with rheumatism, or having, in the easiest, 
merriest way i)ossible, provided for life for 
some orphan child. 

She had a faith that good actions bring 
with them their own reward. Once, when 
she took two young g^rls to a concert, she 
stopped so long to look after a little business 
for a poor lady named Froken Segersall, that 
they found every seat in the house occupied. 
But Miss Vennberg only smiled and said, 
“Froken Segersall will be sure to find us 
places, as it is she who has detained us.*’ 
And sure enough, up came an usher with a 
little bench, and the two young ladies were 
seated. But Lotten perched herself ui)on a 
window sill, declaring that if it were neces< 
sary she should sit down, she was sure Fro¬ 
ken Segersall would provide a chair. And 
sure enough, the chair came a few seconds 
later, and she seated herself comfortably, 
observing, “There, I knew kind Froken 
would not desert us.” 

After a time, changes took place in the 
circumstances^of the family, and they lost a 
part of their ' property. Lotten had not 
nearly ^ much of her own to give away, as 
formerly. But then she had all Stockholm 
to draw from, and whenever she appealed 
for aid, aid was sure to come. Miss Bremer 
says that “whenever it is a question of 
amusement or of charity, the Swedes can 
always find money.” Lotten found it so. 
Now and then it r^ht happen that a case 
of destitution came up when she had nothing 
to spare and the rich would be hard hearted, 
and then she would send her silver to the 
pawnbrokers, trusting to be able to redeem 
it as time went on. It was after one of these 
“pawnings” that Xante Fredrika’s Christ¬ 
mas tree bore the figure of a droll, little 
market woman, with a poem addressed to 
Miss Vennberg in one hand, and in the other 
a beautiful silver spoon, marked with her 
name. 

“ Welcome, my Lotten,” she w’ould say, 
her face radiant with joy, as her friend ap¬ 
peared at the door. These good w'omen 
loved each other dearly. They first met at 
that time I told you of when ladies stood at 
the church doors to receive subscriptions for 
the orphans of the cholera season ; and from 
that moment they went hand in hand in all 
good works. 

It was not written that this sweet and 
benevolent being should have a long life. 
When not more than forty-five years of age, 
a strange disease came on—a disease hardly 


ever known—and after a few months’ illness 
she died, quietly and peacefully, with her 
friends around her. While she was sick, the 
king sent her a present of a beautiful gold 
medal he had caused to be struck for her. 
It had “For Praiseworthy Deeds'’ engraved 
upon it, and was meant to be worn upon a 
blue ribbon, as a sort of decoration. But a 
better kind of decoration was hers—that ef 
a loving, purified spirit, ready for heaven. 

The son shone the day she was buried, and 
a vast crowd of persons gathered to see the 
fhneral go by. The poor and the aged were 
there; lame people on sticks and crutches; 
little children, crying bitterly; all the host 
of those she had loved and helped. Scarcely 
an eye was dry. They heaped fiowers upon 
the grave, and left her there to rest; but her 
name is cherished in Stockholm to this day, 
and always will be. 

The queen erected to her memory what 
Miss Bremer calls “a loving monument,” in 
the shape of a fhnd, known as “Lotten 
Vennberg’s Fund for the Needy.” This sum 
of money, to which the queen and many 
others subscribed, is kept at interest, and 
the income is used to help along all the good 
works Lotten was Interested in, such as the 
Children’s Hospital and the Home for the 
Sick. Poor and respectable families who 
have fkllen into want, are also aided by it. 
So, Just as long as there are poverty and sick¬ 
ness in Stockholm, so long the name of this 
kind and merciful woman will be remembered, 
which will be forever, for you know who said, 
“ The i)oor ye have always with you.” 

Don’t think it too sad an ending to the 
story, that Lotten should die. A beautiful 
death Is the fit end to such beautiful living, 
and the life beyond is most beantiihl of all. 

Still, to comfort one or two sad faces in 
my . party, I will mention that all of my 
“Girls” are not dead. Some are living in 
Stockholm to this day.* And as Jimmy is 
swallowing long yawns, and Baby May says 
she is “ real tired,” I think we had better 
go to the inn and take a good night’s sleep 
before seeing anything more. 

Isn’t it a clean, tidy place, with Its shining 
furniture, and sand-covered fioor aU swept 
with the broom into patterns ? The hearth 
is chalked all over with shapes of stars and 
crosses, and a little clock is ticking in the 
comer. 

Here, waiter, fetch supper, right away. 
We will have pancakes and bilberry jam; 
and toll the chambermaid to have beds made 
ready at once for all these sleepy boys and 
girls. Good night, dear children. 
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RIGHT. 

BY LUBLLA CLABK. 

Nerer be a coward 
In the caase of right; 

Be a valiant soldier 
In the world’s good fight. 

In the fight with meanness 
With the giant W’rong, 

For God, for right, for Jnstice, 
Battle hard and long. 

Let the truth be dearer 
To your heart of heart. 

Than the richest prizes 
Of the mint or mart. 

Let the right be stronger 
To control your hand. 

Than all the gifts of honor 
At the world’s command. 

Let the call of justice 
And of sacred truth. 

Nerve your arm of valor. 

Fire your heart of youth. 

In each day’s endeavor. 

By the world unknown, 

Prove yourself a hero, 

God will see alone. 

God, who loves well doing. 
And rewardeth all 

Who, with dauntless spirit. 
Answer to His call. 


HOW STATUES ARE MADE. 


BY FRANCES E. WILLARD. 


To Tom, Dick, and Harry, and those “sad 
romps,” their sisters: 

Do you know that I believe in mud pies ? 
It is a dreadful thing to say, and I suppose 
all the washerwomen in the country would 
snatch their clothes sticks and rush out of 
their steamy kitchens in pursuit of me, if 
they knew it! but they don’t read The Cor¬ 
poral, poor things, and of course you’ll 
never tell. I’m afraid your mothers won’t 
thank me for it, either, and I prize their 
good opinion above rubles; but this is an 
age of “ convictions,” “ reforms,” and such 
like, and I’ve made up my mind to stand up 
for mud pies, let what will come of it. 

(By the way, let me tell you a secret. I 
mean, some time, to have a private confab 
with those nice mothers of yours, about this 
matter of your plays, and to spread out 
before them my “theory”—you know it 
isn’t fashionable to be without one, now-a- 
days—that these same plays are something 
out of which more might be made.) 

Now I’ll explain to yon why I believe in 
the pies, the “recipe” for which is bidden 


away in your wise young brains, and which 
are “done brown” in the sun’s matchless 
bake oven; and why I wish that in your 
woodshed or back yard, there was a heap of 
clay, and that you were each tied up in a 
tow apron and given “the freedom of the 
place.” It Is because I believe in statuary 
and in sculptors; because I think this whit¬ 
tling Yankee nation might carve a great 
name for itself in art. 

Last winter, when I was In Italy, I went 
to many studios. I saw' Hiram Powers* 
“Fisher Boy” listening to the song of a 
shell, and Harriet Hosmer’s dear, little 
“Puck” sitting on a mushroom, without 
even bending its soft stalk, and watched 
these sculptors, of whom America is justly 
proud, as their magic touch changed lumps 
of clay to forms of g^ace and beauty. And 
while watching, my thoughts flew home¬ 
ward, over the sea, to you, young gentlemen, 
and to the bright-eyed girls who share your 
plays, and I wondered if among you there 
were not many a Hiram Pow'ers and Harriet 
Hosmer? many who might graduate from 
mud pies into a course of drawing, from that 
to a school of design, and so on, until your 
hands could mold what your lively fancies 
might suggest ? To tell the truth, I was the 
more absorbed in this idea because I have 
been accustomed to the modest belief that I 
might have been a sculptor (or sculptress, if 
that suits anybody better,) myself! But you 
see the trouble was that my course of study 
ended with the a b c of the plastic art—that 
is, with those same pics. And yet that’s not 
quite fair; that’s not paying a just tribute 
to the memory of the “ Forest Home Acade¬ 
my of Fine Arts,” over which, at the age of 
thirteen, I was privileged to preside, and 
where I read my first and last “ Inaugural” 
(to an audience composed of mother and 
Mary and our dog Fido.) No indeed, for I 
proceeded from pies to the higher art of 
molding candlesticks in clay, and then a 
whole “set of dishes” for our playhouse, 
and then, passing from the useful to the fine 
arts, had modeled a head of that same Fido, 
which certainly struck me as a miracle of 
skill and genius, and of which he showed liis 
admiration with a heartiness that unhappily 
belongs to dogs alone. But now “ circum¬ 
stances stepped in ”—this time on two legs 
—and dragged me from my heap of clay to 
the dead level of making a “ sampler,” and 
going to school. May the same Sir “ Circum¬ 
stances” (the most meddlesome personage 
I ever met) deal more kindly with you ! 

I am not fatalist enough to believe that if 
we have a Hiram Powers among us, he will 
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be sure to show himself. It is for us to help, 
and not to hinder, the day of his appearing. 

Let me proceed to some account of how 
statues are made—that is, as far as they are 
“made” at all; for even a child knows that 
what is best in them is as uncatchable as 
sunshine, and as unmakable as a June sky. 
Let me take you to Carrara, a ^pretty town 
not far from Florence, Italy, whose encir¬ 
cling hills are solid marble. As I write, a 
fragment, that I picked up there, lies on my 
table. If I should offer it to you, I am sure 
you would break your teeth on it, supposing 
it a lump of sugar, it is so white and glisten¬ 
ing. These hills are scooped like a half-used 
bag of flour, for so many centuries have men 
been blasting and prying out their marble. 
It looks strange to see a thing so precious in 
our eyes, so freely used. Even little, one- 
story houses, have marble fronts; the streets 
are paved with it; and the hitching posts 
shine like our mantel pieces. Some day 
you’ll go to Italy; at least I advise you to 
intend and exj)ect it, for that will increase 
your chances more than you are yet wise 
enough to see. And when you do go, don’t 
fail to visit beautiful Carrara. The town is 
full of studios and sculptors, and has an 
Academy of Fine Arts, where many a famous 
artist has gone to school. 

There was one young Italian whom J liked 
best of all I saw, because he was the most 
talented of all, and because he told me he 
was a republican. You know that is a very 
winning word to American ears, and it grows 
dearer when one hears it in some far-off land. 
This young man had been Invited by the 
lovely Princess Margucrita, who will some 
day be Queen of United Italy, and who is as 
good as she is handsome, to make her por¬ 
trait bust. He had visited her palace and 
begun his work, and she bad given him her 
photograph, from which and from memory 
he was going to finish it. He had a lump of 
clay on a sort of shelf before him, which 
with his hands he had modeled to the size 
and form he wished, using, also, a small 
scraper of wood and another of ivory, for 
the more delicate touches. Tliis bad been 
the patient work of w'ceks and months. It 
was curious to see hair and eyes, delicate 
lace and costly jewels, all done in clay; but 
80 perfect was the work, that If it could only 
last, the sculptor’s choice would be to keep 
it alw’ays thus, just as his fingers left it. 
But after a while, you know, clay crumbles 
and falls to pieces. So what is to be done 
for “ rare, pale Margaret ?” 

Well, when the clay bust is perfectly hard 
and dry, it will be carefully covered with a 


sort of dough made of plaster of Paris and 
water, which will be pressed into every little 
line and crevice on its surlace. When this 
dries, it is gently sliced open, as you would 
split an English walnut. The clay inside of 
it, which corresponds to the kernel of the 
nut, is picked out, and there, you see, is a 
perfect mold of the bust, in two halves. 
These halves are now fitted nicely together, 
and a liquid is poured in, which, being com¬ 
posed of water with plaster stirred into it, 
soon hardens into a smooth, white substance, 
and receives from the mold in which it lies, 
every line and curve that the mold took from 
the clay bust. So now we have a “ plaster 
cast,” as it Is called, and dozens of which 
you have seen carried about on a huge tray 
upon the head of some wandering Italian, 
for sale. 

The next time you see this familiar sight, 
just try to explain to the little boy walking 
beside you, how the pretty casts are made. 

Well, here is our Princess Marguerlta in 
plaster. Her condition is certainly much 
Improved, for she will last perhaps a century 
in this form. But what is a hundred years 
for a statue’s life? Why, away in Egypt, I 
have seen many that were four thousand 
years old, and were smooth and glistening 
yet, only the poor things had invariably lost 
their noses I Besides, w'e must have some 
material more beautiful than plaster, and 
which will not be at the mercy of every blun¬ 
derer that passes. Leave the princess as she 
is, and the tragedy of her destruction is fore¬ 
told in these two words, “ crack! smash!” 

One more transformation is necessary. Our 
young republican must get his statue into the 
safe shelter of Carrara marble, the finest and 
purest that can be found. Now how do you 
“guess” this is to be accomplished? Yan¬ 
kees that you are, you couldn’t tell till your 
young heads were gray. This last process is 
not, indeed, easy to explain ; but I will do 
my beat, and you must do your best to un¬ 
derstand, and just remember that every such 
effort “stretches” your mind, as gymnastics 
do your muscles; and I don’t know what bet¬ 
ter thing can happen to any of us, than to 
get our'minds stretched. First, the sculptor 
chooses a block of marble as perfect as he 
can find, without blue streaks or yellow 
spots. He pays a round price for this, you 
may be sure. Mozier, one of our best sculp¬ 
tors at Rome, showed me a block about as 
long and wide as your fourteen-year-old 
brother, for which he gave $500 at Carrara. 
Then he looks about for one of these hand¬ 
some young fellows that abound here, with 
clothes all powdered over with marble dust, 
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and paper caps on tbeir heads—one who 
basnet talent enough be a sculptor, but 
has good, sturdy arr and knows how to 
handle the mallet an chisel, and him he sets 
at work. Our genius, who went to visit the 
princess and modeled her bust in clay, has 
no idea of spending his valuable time chip¬ 
ping away at this stubborn block of marble. 
He wants to work up the statue of some 
other princess, or to shape some of the lovely 
fancies that throng upon his brain. 

Let's watch his strong-armed substitute. 
He has a sort of wooden post, a little taller 
than the plaster cast, with a broad foot to 
make it stand securely, and ever so many 
pieces of wood attached to it, like the arms 
of a sign post, only in such a way that they 
will slide up and down, ahd can be fastened 
at any hight he pleases. These arms are 
made to open and shut, like old-fashioned 
clothes bars, and inches and parts of an inch 
are marked upon them with great care. He 
draws a square npon the floor around the 
plaster cast,' and another of the same size 
around the block of marble. Now he takes 
the machine with the sliding arms, which we 
will call a gauge, sets it down before the cast. 
Just even with the line he drew, shuts its 
arms till they touch the shoulders on each 
side, and fastens them flrmly, that they may 
keep just that measurement. Then he sets 
the gauge before his block of marble and 
chips away at it, taking off bit after bit, 
until, when the gauge sits on the line before 
the marble, these arms shall just touch its 
two sides. Thus he gets the exact width of 
the statue. In the same way he marks the 
width of the head, and so on of every meas¬ 
urement, even th^ smallest, so that there can 
be no mistake, and at last the marble is an 
exact copy of the plaster, as that was of the 
clay. 

That was a beautiful comparison of Haw¬ 
thorne, in which he said the clay represents 
life; the plaster, death; the marble, resur¬ 
rection. 

This last process is very slow, years often 
being spent in getting the measurements, 
“rough hewing" the statue, and finally 
smoothing and polishing it, until labor can 
add nothing to its perfection. 

Persons who know little of art are very 
likely to be more impressed by the “ mar¬ 
velous button holes," “ wonderful shoe 
strings," and “astonishing jewelry" of a 
fine statue, than by the idea that It embodies, 
and their admiration of the sculptor would 
be much less, if they knew that these details 
were worked out by men whom he employs 
at so much a day. 


It Is very droll to watch these men pound 
ing away at an unfinished statue, blocking it 
out, as one might say. I have seen a poor 
Venns lying like a log under the ax, and 
such a shower of marble chips filling the air 
around her as to make the illusion painfully 
complete. At one stage of their progress 
statues are covered all over with dots, made 
by penciled measurements on little humps 
as large as the end of your finger, where the 
marble has not been chiseled down, but left 
as a guide from point to point. I remember 
seeing, in the Mu»eo di LaUrano^ at Rome, 
these same conical spots on a statue left un¬ 
finished by some forgotten artist, as long ago 
as when our Saviour was on earth, showing 
that the same method was then employed. 

The funniest thing that I have seen in 
statue making is the bronze foundry at Mu¬ 
nich ; a fiimous place, of w’hich one should 
not lightly speak. From it have come all 
our gigantic American illustrations of the 
plastic art, IVom Rodger’s big “door," at 
Washington, to Harriet Hosmer’s big “ Tom 
Benton," at St. Louis. There I saw dear 
President Lincoln packed in clay, his lengthy 
legs being cast separately ; his big, awkward 
“cravat" having a mold all to itself, filled 
to the brim with liquid bronze; the “Eman¬ 
cipation Proclamation," and the hand that 
held it, in another. Rodger's two great 
monuments in memory of the war, one 
ordered by Michigan, the other by Rhode 
Island, were being cast, in separate sections. 
There was a splendid “ Boy in Blue,” (only 
he was in bronze,) w'ho had suffered amputa¬ 
tion at the w'aist from those cruel foundry- 
men, and such a scraping and combing down 
as he was getting from their rasps, files, and 
other unmusical instruments, was pitiful to 
see, and unendurable to hear. There stood 
a brave sailor, with broad collar and wide 
trousers, whose arms were “ in pack," close 
by, and whose honest eyes were being pol¬ 
ished off with sand paper; while, not far 
off, a tremendous figure of “ America Tri¬ 
umphant," was lying in a sand pit, while a 
burly workman was arranging her luxuriant 
tresses with a chisel and file. 

I hope one thing I saw at this foundry was 
not prophetic of the manner in which you 
lively young Americans will receive my talk 
about “How Statues are made." Three 
times a gentleman within earshot of me 
explained the process of casting in bronze 
to the lady on his arm; three times she 
looked stupid and he vexed, and they walked 
off, as discontented a pair as “Johnnie 
Sands" and “Betty Hague," of poetic 
memory. 
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APRIL. 

BT L. D. NICHOU. 

Now melts the snow upon the hills, 
Unnumbered foaming, sparkling rills 
Come singing, tumbling down. 

Thro’ balmy days and sudden sho^vers 
We’ll search the woods for early flowers, 
’Neath last year’s leaves so brown. 

Oh I blissful hours of coming spring, 

• After rude winter’s frown I 


SPRING’S SYMPHONY. 

BY AUSTIN Q. HAOIRMAN. 

ylowly fades the year’s long night, as northward 
winds the sun; 

Slowly breaks the year’s fair mom, Spring’s glad 
song is begun. 

Listen to the quick, harsh cawing of the sleek, 
black crow. 

Seeking food upon the hills and in the meadows 

' low. 

Hearken to tl» “honk” of wild geese, swiftly 
flying forth, 

A wedge-shaped fleet the thin air cleaving toward 
the silent north. 

Hear the cheery robin, singing where bright 
buds abound, 

\^inding notes in pretty tangles of delicious 
sound. 

Hearken to the rain drops dripping during April 
showers. 

Brightening the fair, sweet (aces of the flrstrbom 
flowers. 

Hear the softly-waning patter as the low clouds 
pass; 

Look, and see the sunbeams hunting gems among 
the grass. 

Listen to the brooklet’s babble, as it seeks the 
main. 

Laughing that its form is growing plethoric with 
rain. 

listen to the lowing cattle hastening to the mead. 

Where, upon ttie sweet, new grass they eagerly 
will feed. 

Hearken to the plowman’s whistle, as he rives 
the sod. 

Dreaming of the coming harvest, promised him 
of God. 

Hark, to Nature’s full-voiced anthem, strange yet 
sweet accord. 

All the earth is gladly giving praises to the 
Lord? 

Now, O heart, hast Ihou no strain to swell this 
Minstrelsy? 

Lift thy voice in loftier praise and crown Spring's 
Symphony. 


HAL REED’S NEW YEAR’S CALLS. 

BT HUB. B. B. PBBNTISS. 

“ I say Bob Jones, are you going to make 
calls on Monday?” cried John Sampson. 

“ Of course I am. Me and Aldrich are go¬ 
ing to hire a carriage and make ever so 
many.” 

This announcement was received with 
mingled shouts of amusement and derision. 

“ I suppose your carriage is a wheelbar¬ 
row l” cried one boy. 

“ And I suppose yours is a pumpkin,” re¬ 
torted Aldrich. 

“ I made twenty-five calls, last year,” pur¬ 
sued Bob Jones. “ And this year Tve got a 
list of fifty.” 

So the talk went on as the boys of Mr. 
Hammond's school gathered around the 
stove at recess, as the year 1870 was drawing 
to a close. It may not be known to all our 
young readers, that it is a time-honored cus¬ 
tom in the city of New York, for ladies to 
put on their best bibs and tuckers on New 
Year’s day, and receive visits from the gen¬ 
tlemen of their acquaintance, and that some 
boys join in the fun. 

“I should think you would be afraid to 
go,” said a timid little voice. 

“Afraid? What of? That somebody 
would eat us up ? Why, there’s no danger 
of that. They’ll be too busy eating boned 
turkey and pickled oysters, and drinking 
wine.” 

This speech proceeded .rom one of the 
elder boys, Hal’s admiration and terror, 
George Collins. 

‘‘ They won’t get any wine at our house,” 
said Aldrich. “ My father can afford to buy 
wine by the hogshead, but he says he shan’t 
do it. And my mother says it’s a sin and a 
shame to tempt us young men to drink.” 

“ Ub young men ! If that isn’t a good one I” 
exclaimed Collins. “Puss feels his boots, 
doesn’t he ?” 

“ And his carriage,” suggested Bob. 

An angry discussion would have followed, 
but the bell rang, and the exercises of school 
were resumed. 

That evening, little Hal Reed, whose head 
was already fhll of the subject, sat and 
listened to his elder brothers, as they 
laughed and joked over their lists, till he 
began to wish he could make calls, too, and 
taking out his pencil he began to write on 
the fiy leaf of his French reader. 

“ Hallo, Hal, what are you about, young¬ 
ster ?” exclaimed his brother, suddenly. 

“ I’m making out my list,” returned Hal. 
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“ Well, I hope you’ll let mother know her 
baby’s going out.” 

‘‘I am not a baby, and besides, mamma 
said I might go. Only she advises me to go 
with one of you.” 

” Pshaw, you can’t go with me; you would 
run your legs offquoth our eldest. 

“ I couldn’t think of your tugging round 
with me, either,” pronounced another. 

‘‘lam afraid to go alone.” 

A laugh was the only answer, as the elder 
brothers went on with their lists. 

Hal’s heart swelled with pain, of which 
they had not the least idea. They were not 
unkind young men, those big brothers of 
his, but they looked upon him as iittle more 
than a baby, created for their amusemeilt, 
and to be the butt of their practical Jokes. 
He was a delicate, sensitive little fellow, who 
had come into the family long after boys 
and girls had done coming there, and had, 
naturally, been his mother’s pet and com¬ 
panion. The id^ of “ Nancy’s ” making 
New Year’s calls! For by this name they 
thoughtlessly called him, when they wanted 
to bring a blush to his cheek and a tear to 
his eye, while either of them would have 
knocked down any other boy who undertook 
to torment him. 

‘‘ 1 am glad yon are going to make a few 
calls, Hal,” said his mother, when ho showed 
her his list. ‘‘It w*!!! be a manly effort to 
conquer your sh^mess, and we always get 
our reward when we try to improve.” 

” But Dick and Fred say 1 am a baby.” 

‘‘Yes, I know. But the best way to cure 
them of that trick is to act like a courageous 
boy. Somebody has said, that he who has 
not where to lay his head, often suffers less 
than he who does not know where to put 
his hands! Now before that awkward age 
conies to you, I’d like you to begin to go 
about among people whose manners are re¬ 
fined, and whose hearts kind, and w'ho will 
receive your little visits in such a way as to 
relieve your embarrassment.” 

‘‘ But what shall I say ?” 

‘‘ 0, you needn’t say much. You can 
wish everybody a Happy New Year; then 
they’ll ask you how much you’ve skated 
this winter, where you go to school, and 
what you study. By that time you should 
take yourself off. Don’t get up and say ‘ I 
guess I must go now,* but in the midst of a 
sentence shake hands and bow yourself out.” 

‘‘In the midst of what they’re saying to 
me ?” 

*‘ O no; in the midst of one of your own 
si>eeche8. For instance, while you’re say¬ 
ing ‘ yes, I study French, and German, and 


Latin, this year,* take leave; It will be as 
easy as possible.” 

So it seemed, while the kind voice of his 
mother assured him that it would be, and 
Hal went to bed full of his schemes. The 
first day of 1871, as everybody knows, fell 
on Sunday, but on Monday its ceremonies 
and festivities were in full force. Flowers, 
and fruit, and game, and all sorts of good 
things fiew into people’s houses; gentlemen 
arrayed themselves in their best style, and 
ladies adorned themselves in silk, in satin, 
in muslin, in pearls, in diamonds, and sat in 
state. Hal started for his first call at twelve 
o’clock, assuring his mother that he should 
be home by two. She was not receiving 
calls herself, so she brushed his hair and tied 
his bow with her own hands. 

” Beautiful little fellow’,” she said to her¬ 
self, ‘‘ but too sensitive, too shy. I hope 
he’ll get through without much discomfort.” 
And then she went to sit by Hal’s papa, w ho 
was shut up with a lame toot, and tried to 
make the long day seem short to him. 

‘‘ I’ll go to the w’orst place first, and have 
it over w’lth,” thought Hal. Mrs. Joy has 
got at least a dozen big girls, ladies, I sup¬ 
pose I ought to say, and it’s perfectly dread¬ 
ful to have so many stare at you at once.” 

He rang the bell, gave his name to the 
servant, who asked for it, and was an¬ 
nounced, in a loud voice as ” Master Reed !” 

He felt himself enter, on two shaking legs, 
a brilliantly lighted parlor, (some New 
Yorkers prefer the glare of gas to the pure 
light of day), and standing before a perfect 
flower bed of gay, laughing girls. 

*‘ Don’t expect anything sensible from me. 
General Armstrong,” one of them was say¬ 
ing. ‘‘ I hung up my soul on the nail from 
which I took my dress when I prepared my¬ 
self for the day, and there it will have to 
stay, poor thing, till midnight. I can talk 
of the weather, however, just as well with¬ 
out as with it, and of the state of the streets, 
whether wet or diy. Ah ! here’s my little 
friend, Hal Reed ! How d’ye do, my dear ? 
Mother?” 

And she looked at her mother, ns much as 
to say, ‘‘Do take the child off my hands, 
General Armstrong is admiring me so.” 

‘‘ Mother ” took pity on her daughter and 
patronized Hal, and then in a few’ minutes, 
as visitors thronged in, forgot him. N<tw 
was the time for him to slip out, but how 
was he to go ? Siie hadn’t asked him if be 
were studying French, and German, and 
Latin, and his mother had told him to take 
leave in the midst of his. reply to that sen¬ 
tence. Some of the guests swept out to the 
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dining room, where a table was spread with 
every conceivable and every inconceivable 
good thing, and he was swept there with 
them, and helped to whatever he chose. 
Then he was swept back by the tide, but 
not into the street; then he didnH dare to 
go till he had taken leave, and leave he 
didn’t dare to take. There was a lull in the 
rush of visitors, and he sat down upon a 
sofa hoping that now his chance for beating 
a retreat would come. Mrs. Joy patronized 
him again. Miss Joy asked him about the 
skating. Miss Eliza Joked him about his new 
coat. Miss Juliet asked why he didn’t come 
with one of his brothers. 

** You had better ask him why he does not 
go,” whispered one. ” A nice little fellow, 
but rather a bore just now.” 

In desperation he let himself be swept to 
the dining room again, but that proved a 
dreary place, since he was no longer hun¬ 
gry, and the waiter regarded him with mild 
surprise. And now he is back in the parlor, 
again, and is squeezing himself into the 
smallest possible place on the sofa. Mrs. 
Joy begins to feel for him, and asks him 
where he goes to school, but before he has 
time to answer, other guests arrive, and he 
is forgotten. One hour passed, two, three, 
four; he had eaten till he could contain no 
more and never wished to eat again; he was 
hot and cold, and red and white ; he fancied 
that everybody knew how long he had been 
there, and was thinking him a fool. Tears 
were standing in his blue eyes when Miss 
Amanda Joy made a desperate effort to get 
rid of him. 

” You are not making many calls to-day, 
are you, dear ?” quoth she. 

“No, not many,” returned Hal, and tried 
to look at ease and to keep back those 
tears. O, if somebody would only throw 
him out of the window I 

Miss Amanda left him in despair, and Miss 
Charlotte came to the rescue. 

“ I see your papa, or some kind friend has 
given you a watch for a holiday gift,” she 
said, in her sweetest voice. “ Does it keep 
good time ?” 

“I guess it does,” stammered the poor 
boy, taking it from his pocket. 

“Four o’clock, and going on toward 
five!” was what it said to him, as he looked 
it in the face. 

“I never shall go! I shall stay always! 
was his wretched thought. “O, how do 
the other people get away ? I’ll listen.” 

“ Good morning. Miss Joy. I’ve had a 
delightful visit. I shall live upon it till next 
year.” 


“I couldn’t say that, for I’ve had a 
dreac^ftd time,” thought Hal. 

“ Good morning, ladies. One is tempted, 
in seeing you, to wish New Yeai*’s Day 
might last forever.” 

“It has lasted forever,” said Hal. “O, 
if I ever get home, I’ll never go anywhere 
again, as long as I live.” 

“ Well, Nancy, how many calls have you 
made?” cried a familiar voice close to his 
ear. 

“ O, Dick, is that you!” whispered an 
abject little figure, in Joyful relief. “I’ve 
only made one call, and that’s here. I’ve 
been here ever since a little after twelve. 
How shall I take leave? Do get me out 
somehow ?” 

Dick did get him out “somehow.” He 
took the unfortunate child by the shoulders, 
marched him from the room, and forth into 
the street, and returned to the presence of 
the Misses Joy, looking like a man who had 
been saying wicked words, which, however, 
it is not to be supposed he did. 

Poor Hal made his way home as fast as 
his young legs could carry him, rushed up 
stairs to his mother, and threw himself, 
crying, into her arms. 

“O, I’ve had an awful time, mamma,” 
he replied to her anxious questions. “Awful! 
I’ve been at Mrs. Joy’s all this time I” 

“Why, Hal, have you lost your senses?” 
she exclaimed. 

“I’ve either lost them, or else never had 
any. Mamma, can’t we move out of town, 
or something? For I’m sure I don’t want 
Mrs. Joy to see me any more, and I never 
want to see her again as long as I live.” 

“Don’t cry so, but tell me all about it, 
poor child.” 

“O, it’s too dreadful to tell! I’ve been 
there all this time, and whenever the people 
went out to take refreshments, I went, and 
I shan’t ever want anything to eat again— 
never!” 

“ But I don’t understand why you staid so 
long. And what could have possessed you 
to eat so much ?” 

“Why, mamma, you said people would 
ask me if I stuc^ied Latin, and French, and 
German, this year, and while I was saying 
yes, I must Jump un and take leave. And 
nobody asked me that, and I couldn’t go, 
and couldn’t. And I thought I must go to 
the table whenever the others did.” 

“ You poor child!” said his mother, 
hardly able to keep from laughing. “But 
never mind. Mrs. Joy and the young ladies 
know that you are a shy little boy, and will 
overlook your mistakes, and very soon forget 
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hU about you. And another time I will sae 
that you go with one of your brothers.” 

”0, I never shall dare to make calls 
again. I never want to go anywhere or see 
anybody again.” 

“On the contrary, if 1 were you, I would 
make another effort to conquer this shyness. 
Suppose you run over to see Mrs. Green by 
and by, when you get rested. She under¬ 
stands little boys, and will make it easy for 
you.” 

This little appeal to Ilal’s self-respect did 
mure for him than any condolence could 
have done. Mamma did not think him a 
fool, if other people did. After an hour or 
twx) of rest, his hair was brushed and his 
bow tied to perfection, and he actually 
started on a fresh expedition. Mrs. Green 
received him with great cordiality, told him 
amusing little incidents of the day, and 
wound up by asking if he studied Latin, 
French and German this year, as he did last. 
He bowed himself out while replying to this 
question, and went home a happy boy. He 
never knew what a ludicrous account of his 
adventures had preceded his visit, nor how, 
in writing it, his mother had asked her 
friend, Mrs. Green, to help her timid boy to 
take leave. 

As to the Misses Joy, they amused and 
mystified all their friends, that evening, by 
declaring that a very handsome young gentle¬ 
man had been so fascinated by their charms, 
as to spend five hours gazing at them. 

AN OLD WOMAN’S DREAM. 

BT B. B. K. 

I am sitting to-night in the shadows, 
Thinking of days that are gone. 

Till I’m back again thro’ the dim, old years. 
When the magic spell was on. 

’Tis the briglit, sunny hour of childhood, 

I care not for work or book. 

For the glimpses I have of the future. 

Wear a dim and misty look. 

Now and then I can catch, thro’ the glintings, 
The smiles of the coming years. 

For the fancies which Hit before me 
Are never of sorrow or tears. 

And I think of my childhood’s sunrise, 

Willi its tiny waves of gold. 

That will widen and deepen in brightness 
As my face grows wrinkled and old. 

I wonder if when I am wiser 
I shall cherish the days of yore? 

Shall I turn to their story with gladness. 
And dwell on it o’er and o’er? 

Now, the dreams of the past are all vanished. 
And the autumn days are nigh. 

Still I watch for the glory and brightness 
Of my childhood’s sunset sky. 


ACROSS THE GULP OF MEXICO. 
AND UP THE RIO GRANDE. 

BY A. B. H. 

A steamship sailed across the Gulf^ from 
New Orleans to Mexico. It was in the balmy 
autumn days of November, when the air was 
8oft,^and the sun shone bright in the southern 
country, though it was cheerless and cold in 
the north. A lady, who loves children, came 
from Chicago, and was a passenger in the 
ship. She saw many strange sights, and heard 
many new sounds; and so, at last, she deter¬ 
mined to tell the northern girls and boys, 
something of her great journey. 

As she walked through the sunny streets 
of New Orleans, on her way to the wharf 
where the steamship lay, she saw hundreds 
of black men, rolling huge cotton bales into 
the great storehouses along the shore ; little 
colored boys were loaded with baskets of 
oranges; fiowers bloomed in every garden, 
and tasteful bouquets were offered for sale at 
the comers of the streets; donkeys, driven 
tandem, and harnessed with ropes instead af 
leather, looked odd to her northern eyes, and 
seeing these strange things, she w ished, with 
all her heart, for the companionship of some 
of the little friends she had left behind, that 
they might see them, and enjoy them, too. 

She stepped upon the plank, of which one 
end rested on the wharf, and the other 
end on the deck of the ship, and then, 
stooping a trifie, through a little doorway, 
she found herself in a narrow hall, with many 
doors, leading to state rooms, on each side. 
Then, all at once, she was in a long, narrow 
room, with tables in the center, laid for sup¬ 
per ; and last of all, she was in her own tiny 
state room, resting upon her own bed, which 
hung, like a shelf, against the wall. 

In the morning, when the anchor was lifted, 
and the steamship sailed slowly down the 
Mississippi, the lady went out upon the deck, 
to see the beautiful country lying upon each 
side of the river. The handsome residences 
of the planters, with the tiny, whitewashed 
houses of the colored laborers and their fami¬ 
lies clustered about them, looked quite like 
miniature villages, as there were sometimes 
thirty workmen’s houses on a single planta¬ 
tion. The sugar cane was ripe, just ready 
for grinding, and its delicate, light-green, as 
the sunlight struck it, contrasted beautifully 
with the dark, rich tints of the orange leaves, 
which sheltered the golden fruit hanging 
from the thorny branches. At the tope of 
the banana trees, the heavy, red-brow'n fruit, 
and the long pods of seeds, seemed just 
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ready to gather. The willows, overhanging 
the banks, dipped gracefully into the flowing 
river, and looking over the prairie, the lady 
saw a plain, brown church, with the humble, 
colored congregation, in Sunday dress, com¬ 
ing out, and gazing at the steamer, ere they 
should quietly walk home. 

Thus, with the soft wind gently sighing; 
with the musical rhythm of the water falling 
from the wheels; with the sun hung low in 
the western sky; the good ship sailed be¬ 
tween Forts Phillips and Jackson, where the 
dear flag was flying, and the guns were still 
planted, as though to guard the way. The 
lady breathed a prayer of thankfulness, while 
she marveled greatly, that it bad been possi¬ 
ble Ibr Faragut to pass between! And then, 
as the light died away, entirely, and the sun 
sank away behind the water, the ship sailed 
through the delta, and was fairly launched 
upon the bosom of the gulf. 

For five days and nights of sunshine and of 
storm, did the good ship ride upon the waves. 
In the pleasant days, the lady sat and watched 
the never-tiring gulls, as they circled about, 
uttering their wonderful, shrill cries. She 
loved to see them rock upon the waves when 
it was calm, and she enjoyed their vigorous 
dashes and flights, when the stonn was not 
too fierce. Then the great salt billows, 
crowned with surf, came sweeping up, broke 
against the ship’s side, and receding, were 
overwhelmed by others in their turn. When 
the storm subsided, the porpoises came 
rolling to the surface, and the little flying 
fish sprang up and spread their wings to the 
sunlight, while the lady wished, again, for 
the dear little boys and girls, who would 
have shouted for Joy. 

When the fifth day was ended, and the si¬ 
lence of twilight had settled down over land 
and sea, the passengers all went down into 
the hold of the ship, and walked out, across 
a plank, on to the» deck of a small steamer 
that had come to take them up the wonder¬ 
ful Rio Grande. 

When the lady first lay down in her state 
room, she thought she should never sleep, 
for the engine of the little steamer made such 
a puffing and blowing! But she did sleep, 
at last, and morning found her out on the 
liny deck, wondering at the narrow, crooked, 
turbid, rapid Rio Grande. On one side lay 
the broad prairies of Texas; on the other, the 
sabanag of Mexico! The jackals, built of 
mesquitc wood, and thatched with the leaves 
of sugar cane, were sueh tiny houses, that 
they looked like toys. They were sometimes 
surrounded by a brush feneg^ with an enclo¬ 
sure, in the rear, for branding cattle, and 


were often built in a grove of tall palmetto 
trees, whose lofty, leaf-crowned summits add¬ 
ed much to the picturesqueness of the scene. 
The cacti were numerous; ebony and Span- 
ish-dagger trees abounded; little, dusky, 
half-dressed, Mexican children came running 
to the banks to see the steamer, and their 
black eyes danced, and their white teeth 
gleamed, as they shouted and laughed from 
the shore. Long-homed cattle drank greed¬ 
ily from the lagoons on either side of the 
sinuous stream ; the grass waved in the 
breeze ; Mexican eagles, black and white, flew 
over into the fVeedom of Texas trees and 
marshes; and finally, the little steamer blew 
her whistle, rung her bell, and put into port, 
where the wharf was crowded with dusky 
faces, under broad sombreros. 

But the lady saw many among them who 
knew and loved her; and as the children 
came flocking around her, her heart was glad. 


LAUREL DALE.—A TRUE STORY. 

BT SAMUBL HAKR1B8 DADDOW. 

I shall never forget dear, old Laurel Dale, 
where the happiest days of my childhood 
were passed, and where my father made iron 
for the blacksmiths of the valley, and the 
Jolly Dutch fkrmers, whose well-tilled farms 
clustered along the sunny slopes, and beneath 
the broken peaks of the Blue Ridge. 

I loved to hear the ponderous forge ham¬ 
mer pounding the glowing “ bloom,” and to 
watch the forgemen making iron. To see 
old Dan’l sprinkle the pulverized iron ore, 
from the stamping mill, over the hot, char¬ 
coal fires, while the hissing air from the 
water bellows ” blew the amber flames 
roaring up the chimney of the forge. 

Beautiful streams of liquid cinder ran like 
golden ribbons out of the fires, quietly and 
sluggishly, down the bank. But lo! see it 
plunge into the stream below. O, then the 
eight was grand. The waters hissed and 
boiled, and the steam rushed*up invest, 
blinding clouds. Then wo would oftft get 
such delightfblly-fantastic pieces of “sea- 
foam glass,” and white, and blue, and green, 
and yellow cinders, which made the prettiest 
playhouse ornaments for Mollie and Gracie. 

I think, how'cvcr, the grandest sight was 
when old Uncle Dan—Black Dan some folks 
called him, because he was a colored man— 
dragged out the great masses of glowing 
and sparkling iron from his fire, and, with 
his big tongs, lifted the hot bloom on the 
anvil, while Ike would draw the flume gate. 
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and let the pent-up water, ruBhing and foam¬ 
ing, into the immense forge wheel. 

In a moment the ponderous wheel would 
commence to revolve, and the hammer to 
strike quick and heavy blows on the white- 
hot iron. Great drops of sweat would roll 
dow’n Uncle Dan’s dusky face, as he turned 
the weighty iron mass from side to side and 
from end to end, while the bright sparks flew 
about like show'ers of golden stars, and the 
heat was so intense that I could not venture 
near, and the noise so deafening that scarce 
a word could be heard. 

But soon the clashing of the hammer, and 
the surging of the water wheel would cease, 
and Uncle Dan had his iron cut up into con¬ 
venient sizes to be hammered at leisure into 
wagon tires, plow shares, harrow teeth, nail 
rods, etc. 

I would like to talk a long time about the 
flne times we had in fishing for trout, in the 
deep pool, with its darkling rocks, that lay 
beneath the falls of the forge dam. What 
splendid, speckled beauties we caught under 
the bridge, and in the shadow of the grand, 
old trees in the meadow, where the fish 
found such nice hiding places under the roots 
that saved the shelving banks. 

Indeed, I must hurry on, and tell how ter¬ 
ribly frightened w'e were thqt afternoon when 
Seth and Silas Sturdy had that fearful race 
for their lives, inside the forge wheel, all 
because of 

JOE sturdy’s fun. 

After many years of faithful service, the 
old wheel at the foige “ gave out,” as Uncle 
Dan said, not because Its timbers were 
not sound and strong, but because the water 
of Laurel Creek became, year after year, less 
in volume, as the woodmen and charcoal 
burners cut the forest trees that shaded its 
mountain springs. And now, during a dry 
fall, the old wheel could not be made to 
w ork the great forge hammer. 

But the carpenters had befen preparing to 
build a new' wheel for a long time. A mighty 
oak log formed the main shaft, and many 
great pine trees were cut, to make the new' 
wheel twenty-four feet high, and, my pa 
says, eight feet wide, which w'ould be more 
powerful than the old breast wheel, and yet 
use much less water. 

When the great wheel was set up It looked 
as big as a house, and just as nice, w'ith its 
smooth, white boards, without paint or 
polish. Pa gave us liberty, w'hen he was 
there himself, to run around inside. It was 
grand fun, as the great w'heel revolved above 
our heads and dii>ped in the water below' our 
feet. Eight little boys and girls could run 


abreast, by keeping close together, and the 
faster w'e ran the faster we made the wheel 
go round. 

We were delighted with the sport, and 
would have enjoyed it very often, had we 
not been told never to go Into the wheel 
without permission, on account of the dan¬ 
ger; and it was, perhaps, fortunate that our 
instructions w'ere so positive. 

One floe afternoon, before the wheel was 
put to work hammering iron, but after its 
completion, while Silas Sturdy was home 
from school, he formed a party for a picnic 
under the great maples, by the big spring, in 
sight of the forge. 

During a temporary lull in our amuse¬ 
ment, W'hen we w'ere debating what to do 
next, some one suggested the sport of turn¬ 
ing the forge wheel. And, as no one was 
there to prevent it, all the gay party, boys 
and girls, little and big, except myself, were 
soon inside of it, marching in a body with 
its steady, onw*ard motion. 

But, in the excitement, no one noticed 
little Sue Sturdy, who, tired and out of 
breath w'lthi trying to keep up with the 
others, sat down to rest. She was instantly 
carried up on the inside of the wheel, but 
soon came rolling down again, nearly under 
the feet of her older sisters. Her cries 
quickly hushed the laughing and excited 
party,who stopped the wheel as soon as they 
could, and all, except Seth and Silas, got out 
to condole w'lth little Sue, and try to still 
her lamentations. 

THE RACE FOR LIFE. 

Joe sturdy soon made up his mind that Sue 
was more frightened than hurt; and, in a 
moment of thoughtlessness, he drew down 
the gate and let the water on, for the fun of 
seeing his big brothers ‘‘double quick” 
around with the w heel. 

With a shriek of despair and a look of 
terror, Silas sprang forward and braced him¬ 
self for the terrible ordeal. He knew the 
danger, but hoped that some one would soon 
close the gate. 

Seth was dashed to the bottom of the 
wheel, by the unexpected suddenness of the 
start, but being active and strong, he soon 
regained his feet, and joined his brother in 
that awful race for life. 

Poor Joe was paralyzed, and, for a few 
minutes, could neither think nor act. The 
fearful consequences of his rash folly rushed 
upon him with overw helming force, as in bc- 
w'lldered excitement, he strove to close the 
gate, and called wildly for help. But the 
girls, in their haste and ignorance, only de¬ 
tached the handle—a temporary pole—from 
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the end of the gate lever, and all seemed 
lost. No one could replace it, and, for the 
moment, the poor boys were left to their 
fate. 

Silas Sturdy^s affianced bride, pretty Callie 
Waters, beheld, with white Ups and stony 
eyes, her noble lover struggling manfully for 
life. For a moment her blood seemed turned 
to ice, and even hope was giving place to 
despair; but, suddenly falling on her knees, 
with clasped hands and tearful, beseeching 
eyes, she prayed for help with agonizing 
earnestness. 

In the meantime, the two young men were 
taxed to their utmost to keep on their feet, 
and follow the swift motion of the flying 
wheel. They could not spring out. The 
great arms were too numerous, and passed 
too swiftly, to allow any opportunity of 
escape. ' 

The water rushed ftirionsly on the whirling 
wheel; faster and faster it seemed to re¬ 
volve, to the terrifled gaze of the young 
men's sisters, who stood like statues, chilled, 
as it were, to stone, by the terrible scene. 

AUNT JANE CALLS FOR HELP. 

During all this excitement, which might 
have occupied two or three minutes, I stood 
looking on, as much terrifled as the rest, but 
at length I thought of running for some 
one to stop the wheel, and started oflf at fhll 
speed for home. 

A glance at the wheel, as I left, made me 
shudder, and lent wings to my feet. Seth 
and Silas could scarcely keep on their leg^ 
by the utmost exertion. If they once missed 
their footing, or lost their presence of mind, 
nothing less than a fearful death seemed to 
await them. They would be carried up to 
the top of the wheel, and dashed down again 
to the bottom, with every revolution ; or, if 
caught between the arms and the frame, they 
would be instantly crushed to pieces. 

“ O, Aunt Jane! the wheel’s going, and 
they'll all be killed,'* was all I had breath to 
say to my aunt, who was the first one I met. 

But this was enough; in a moment the old 
lady was going over the hill, the nearest 
way to the forge, with the speed of a deer. 
On its top, overlooking the forge, she caught 
a glimpse of the wheel, and saw Silas fall 
from the top, apparently dead. 

She stopped suddenly. The terrible situa¬ 
tion was too clear to her mind, and she knew 
it would be Impossibld^for her to help by 
going farther, though she did not know but 
some of her own children might be inside 
of the wheel. But, raising her voice to its 
highest pitch, she cried for help with all her 
might. 


UNCLE DAN TO THE RESCUE. 

Standing on the highest ground in the 
vale, she continued to yell with all her 
strength, glancing in every direction for the 
help she expected. In a few moments she 
saw Uncle D^n open bis cabin door and put 
out his wooly head to listen. The old man 
was not slow to rush to her assistance; with¬ 
out hat or shoes he jumped the fences, and, 
in a few minutes, passed by Aunt Jane on 
his way to the forge. 

She had told him, in short, sharp senten¬ 
ces, as he ran toward her, the nature of the 
trouble, and he soon saw, himself, the water 
rushing over the wheel. He did not stop to 
think. He saw, at a glance, that the handle 
which regulated the gate was gone, and he 
knew it would be useless to attempt to stop 
the water in the ordinary way. But his wits 
did not leave him. He caught up a large 
stone, and made his way carefully, but 
rapidly, along the top of the flume, stepping 
fh>m beam to beam, over the deep and rush¬ 
ing water, as nimbly as a boy of sixteen, 
rather than a man of sixty. 

The moment he reached the end of the 
flume, over the wheel, he sprang on the 
gate, and pounded it down with the big stone 
he carried. The opening through which the 
water poured was g^radually closed. In a 
few seconds the speed of the wheel was 
checked,and Silas, who had not fallen to the 
bottom, as Aunt Jane supposed, but had 
clutched one of the arms with the energy of 
despair, and thus revolved with the wheel, 
now crawled out, more dead than alive. 

In the mean time, Seth had fallen ex¬ 
hausted, but Callie Waters immediately 
sprang into the wheel, notwithstanding the 
danger, as it still slowly moved round, to 
keep him from rolling between the arms and 
the frame. 

■ It was a heroic act, and required all her 
activity and presence of mind to keep her¬ 
self from falling, and Seth from being 
crushed. 

all’s well that ends well. 

By this time I had returned with pa and 
ma, who had Silas immediately carried to 
the big spring, where they sprinkled his face 
with cold water, as he lay In a swoon, with 
his head on Callle’s lap. He soon recovered, 
and felt thankful, happy, and comparatively 
easy, notwithstanding his bruised and tired 
limbs ; while Callle’s sweet sympathy made 
the moments delicious, and the life which he 
had despaired of again delightful. 

Uncle Dan had succeeded in stopping the 
wheel a moment before our arrival, and Seth 
had been taken out by Callie and his sisters, 
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and was left in their care. He was not seri¬ 
ously hurt, but thoroughly exhausted, hav¬ 
ing run for nearly fifteen minutes, with all 
his energies taxed to their utmost endurance, 
his mind, and heart, and soul Joining in the 
maddening eflfort to escape destruction. 

When Silas and the party entered the wheel, 
at first, I felt it very hard Indeed to obey my 
father. I thought they had delightful fun, 
and deemed myself an unfortunate little boy 
in being excluded from the best part of the 
amusement. The girls called me frequently, 
and said I was a coward, and was afraid to 
get into the wheel. 

But I could not disobey, and was about to 
go home, with a heavy heart, when Joe 
Sturdy raised the gate. 

O, how glad I was then that the tempta¬ 
tion had been resisted. Joe was laid in bed 
with delirious fever, and for a long time it 
was doubtful whether or not he would re¬ 
cover his scattered senses, or be of sound 
mind. He was a changed boy, and never 
more indulged in foolish pranks to have a 
little fun! 


ART AMUSEMENTS. 


BY MARTHA POWELL DAVIS. 

Number Four. 

The children came, this bright afternoon, 
in full glee, displaying many evidences of 
success. They had acquired considerable 
proficiency in putting on the scarlet hues of 
ripeness, and some of their fruits looked very 
natural. A few of the class, however, had 
rmi into the too common error of imitating 
only the brilliant colors of certain fruits, 
leaWng out all imperfections and blemishes. 

Aunt Phebe took occasion to impress on 
their minds how necessary it is for the artist 
to follow nature in her varied freaks and side 
issues; how much of genuine naturalness 
may be given by imitating a decayed or 
wonn-qaten spot. For this purpose you 
need somber colors — umber, usually, for 
decay, and umber shaded with black, for 
darker blemishes. 

Tlie place of decay will be indicated by a 
flattened or indented mark on the fruit, if 
the mold has been taken over specimens 
containing such spots, which is often quite 
desirable. 

Beginners should avoid stiffness and affect¬ 
ed precision. Auntie had often produced a 
pleasing result in the following way : Mix 
the colors you wish to use, with spirits of 
turpentine; make the paint quite thin; then 
wet the wax fruit, also, with turpentine. Dip 


a common tinting brush in the paint, hold II 
a distance from the fruit, and pass a knitting 
needle quickly across the brush, so as to spurt 
the paint, which will settle Irregularly on the 
fruit, and the color will shade off lighter 
tow'ard the edges of the spots. The main 
color of the fruit is usually quite different 
from these specks. The groundwork should 
be put on first, and should be quite dry ; for 
care must be taken not to injure the first 
paint when the after tinting is done. 

Different artists use different means to 
accomplish the same end ; yet each, to suc¬ 
ceed, must be true to nature. 

First, on a scrap of paper, try the colors, 
and if the shade does not suit you, modify it. 
In painting, do not be discouraged if you do 
not produce just w'hat you want at' the first 
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touch. It is by w'orking line over line, very 
.carefully, that you will at last succeed. Be¬ 
gin with your shades quite light; for, if the 
first colors are too dark, the fault is hard to 
remedy ; but if the shades are too light, they 
may easily be deepened. 

A glossy finish is sometimes required for 
certain varieties of apples, cherries, oranges, 
lemons, chestnuts, the seeds of apples, pears, 
etc. For such things, the finishing touch 
should be a coat of mastic varnish. Other 
fimits have a downy finish, or bloom, as 
plums, peaches, grapes, quinces, etc. To 
impart this beautiful boating of bloom, you 
will need flock of various colors, which may 
be procured at the paper stainers; or, you 
may make white flock many useful tints by 
mixing with it powdered colors—as blue, for 
plums; and purplish blue, for grapes. For 
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a bnff-colored bloom, mlT chrome yellow 
with white flock. A greenish tinge may be 
given by adding chrome green. You may 
manufacture flock that will answer a very 
good purpose, by cutting woolen cloth, of 
the color you wish, very fine, and then sift 
the cuttings. Arrow root is useful for some 
purposes. The flock may be dusted over 
fruit from a thin muslin bag, or, better still, 
from a paper box with perforated cover, in 
the same way that a cook discharges pepper 
from a pepper box. 

Eddie Wells and Susie Bliss had each 
brought to the class some very nicely-shaped 
blackberries, of diflferent sizes. They wished 
the teacher to examine them, and help to 
arrange them into bunches. The children 
had used quite fine wire for the stems, wiiich 
was an advantage, as the thorns could be 
fastened on without appearing clumsy. This 
is done by cutting into short lengths very 
fine wire covered with cotton. Confine each 
piece by wrapping and tying three-fourths 
of its length to the main stem, and leave a 
short i)art turned out to represent the thorn. 



Fio. 8. 


as in figure 7. The whole stem should then 
be dipped in green wax, after which the 
thorns may be tapered to a point by deli¬ 
cately molding the wax with the fingers. 

It is necessary to put thorns on a few of 
the stems only, as many of the stalks will be 
hid when the berries are finally arranged into 
bunches. 

Calyxes and leaves are cut from sheets of 
green wax. Lay a folded newspaper smoothly 
on a table,' and on the clean paper spread a 
sheet of wax. Then take a pattern for a 
guide, and cut the wax with a large needle, 
running the needle’s point close to the edge 
of the pattern. (See calyx, fig. 8 ; and leaf, 
fig. 9.) They should each vary in size as the 
natural cluster will indicate. 

“Ho! ho! I wish I could make bunches 
look so natural,” said Eddie, as he stood at 
a distance, viewing his berries delightedly, 
after the teacher had arranged them into 
clusters. ‘ ‘ They are just like the Lawtons, I 
declare!” 


“ Mine look like wild berries,” said Susie; 
they are too small for tame ones, but they 
look real good, don’t they ? 1 should like 
to see how strawberries are made. I think 
they are nicer than blackberries. I wonder 
if they can be fixed as perfect ?” 

“ I have molds here,” returned the teacher, 
“ the class may try that experiment the very 
next thing, if they wish.” 

“Strawberries, strawberries,” responded 
the whole school in a breath. 

So the white wax was put on the store to 
warm, and enough scarlet lake w'as added to 
make a clear strawberry tint. As several 
plaster molds were furnished, a number of 
the girls commenced the work. When a few 



berries were molded, the seeds were painted 
a bright yellow. This was easily done, as 
the seed cavity is indicated very plainly when 
the molds are perfect. Green wire stems 
were then fastened in with balsam fir, heated 
and colored, like the berries. A calyx then 
completed each berry. When the bunches 
were finished and ornamented with leaves, 
the fruit was pronounced “ good enough to 
eat!” 

“ The teacher’s cluster is the best, though,’’ 
said one; and then many of the scholars beg:»n 
to compare their own arrangement of berries 
with Aunt Phebe’s. 

“See my bunch; how ugly! how stiflfl” 
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exclaimed little Mary Belle. “ Who ever 
saw strawberries growing straight up like 
that and the tears flowed, as she looked 
at her cluster in despair. 

“O, they can soon be changed,” said 
auntie ; and she bent the stems into graceful 
and natural carves. 

Smiles soon played on Mary’s cheeks', and 
drove the sorry tears away. ” See here,” 
she said, “my bunch is all right now. See 
how the berries droop! They are ripe 
enough to fall off.” 

Stems for grapes may be quite short, as the 
cluster Is compact. Much of the beauty 
of this fruit consists in attaining that 
clear, semi-transparency which character¬ 
izes the real fmlt. Be careful to use pure 
white wax, and color it w'ith the best quality 
of purple lake, varied with blue in propor¬ 
tion to suit the variety. In forming u bunch, 
tie the stem of each berry to the main stalk 
with green thread, commencing at the bot¬ 
tom. The smaller berries are usually at the 
lower part of the bunch. Lastly, dust the 
grapes with purplish or blue flock. Experi¬ 
ence and practice will soon dictate how' and 
to what extent this flnishing touch must be 
given. White grapes should be a light, yel¬ 
lowish green, dusted with arrowroot. 

Currants may be colored with carmine, 
scarlet or dark purple, as the variety indi¬ 
cates. White ones are tinged slightly with 
yellow. Natural currants hang more loosely 
on the stalk than grapes, and the wax im¬ 
itations should be arranged accordingly. 
From fifteen to twenty berries make a good- 
sized bunch. The little, dark calyx, oppo¬ 
site the stem, may be counterfeited very 
exactly, by fastening on a tiny bit of brown 
or black wool. Finish the berries with a 
coat of clear varnish. 

For grapes and currants, many persons 
will prefer to use glass balls ; and, indeed, 
they are very convenient, for with them you 
may make berries truly beautiful and orna¬ 
mental. Select, for grapes, bulbs of proper 
^ize. Cut green wire stalks to correspond, 
and fasten a stem tightly into the hole of 
each ball. Melt wax and color it to repre¬ 
sent the variety, then dip each bulb in 
quickly, and immediately turn the stem 
downw'ard, so that the extra drop of wax, 
while cooling, will settle around the stem. 
Thus the wire will be fastened in more per¬ 
fectly ; and if the drop be allo wed to congeal 
in any other place, it will spoil the shape of 
the grape. When all the balls have been 
dipped, they may be arranged in clusters and 
finished with flock, in the same way as those 
molded entirely of wax. 


Glass balls for currants are smaller, but 
are managed similarly to grapes. 

RecapUvlation and General Remarks. 

At this juncture, the class was called upon 
to report the difficulties they had met with. 

Some had been troubled by wax sticking 
to the molds. Others complained that their 
molds seemed inclined to crumble. 

In consideration of tliesc, and some other 
perplexities, auntie concluded to reconsider 
several important items, which should be 
thoroughly familiar, before coming to the 
manipulation of flowers. 

Plaster must be used promptly, after it is 
mixed, as it hardens very soon. It is then 
worthless. If, by a short delay, your mix¬ 
ture hardens only partially, and you think 
to remedy it by adding more water, you 
will find your mistake, as your mold will be 
soft and porous. The fine seams and grain- 
ings which should mark the mold so beauti¬ 
fully, are liable to break off at the first 
touch. 

Before making a plaster mold of any 
object, remember to oil the object; and, also, 
oil the edges of each division of the mold, 
where the next division is expected to touch 
it. Remember to let each part set perfectly, 
too, before the next division is poured on. 

Never neglect to soak the molds in warm 
water before wax objects are cast in them. 
This is done to prevent the wax from stick¬ 
ing to the mold, and the reason for using 
twfm water, is so keep the wax from 
hardening too soon. When the mold is too 
cold, if it is large, the wax will form into 
ridges. If it is small, the wax will congeal 
before it Is distributed over the mold. 

Wax should be melted by a slow' and gen¬ 
tle heat, and never allowed to become hotter 
than boiling water. If it is heated much 
above this, the wax is apt to bubble, and 
holes in the fruit will be the consequence. 
Very hot wax is likely to stick to the mold; 
and coloring matter changes hue by becom¬ 
ing too hot. 

Small molds, as for some of the small fruits, 
should bo made with a hole, where the 
melted wax may be poured in, and thus the 
fruit may be cast solid. The orifice must be 
made in the mold before the plaster is set; 
as, of course, it cannpt be done afterward. 

An orifice, left thus, is very convenient, 
too, if you wish to cast plaster toys, etc. 
When plaster objects arc desired, they may 
be made just as easily as wax ones. Oil the 
inside of the mold, instead of wetting it as 
for wax. Let the plaster mixture be quite 
thin, so as to pour easily Into the orifice of 
the mold. 
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NEWS OP SPRING. 

BT MBS. ELLBN F. LATTIIIOIIB. 

0, I've had uewg of Spring, to>day I 
, It came in the oddest, funniest way— 

Ton couldn't gness in ever so long; 

Ton might try and try, and still be wrong. 

I was sleeping as sound as sound could be, 

When a black crow flow to the nearest tree; 

The air was cold and wet with sleet, 

The ground lay white beneath his feet. 

But don't yon think, this dear old crow 

Had come from the south, where there is no snow, 

Tb wake me with his loud “ Caw 1 caw I" 

Which means, they say, it's going to thaw; 

Then flew away on his tireless wing; 

He'd told me all he knew of Spring. 


GETTING UP STAIRS. 

BT HBLBN L. B08TWI0K. 

Hi I the baby is getting up stairs. 

One step, two steps, three steps, slow. 

Down she cQmes with a thump, thump, thump. 
Mamma kisses the little, blue bump. 

Higher next time will the baby go. 

Mother lore watches her, high or low. 

Life's a continnal climbing of stairs; 

What if too (eager ones tumble and fklir 
Up again, try again, wiser each time, 

Safely at last shall the brave feet climb. 

Fear hot to follow the rallying call, 

God's dear love watches over us all. 


BIRDS AND THEIR WAYS. 

BY MRS. PARIZIDB T. HATHAWAY. 

The last days of March bring the song spar¬ 
row. From the point of his bill to the tip of 
his tail he is six and a half inches long. His 
head is brownish red and gray; his back 
rufous, with dark brown and gray stripes; 
his breast is white streaked with brown, and 
has a brown spot in the center. He loves 
the willows and vines along the creeks and 
rivers. 

I hear him sing at nearly all hoars of the 
day in spring and early summer. When thus 
employed, his throat swells' and puffs out 
like the bellows of a musical instrument. 
“ Ese, esc, ki-i-i-kiss-kiss-her !'* sings a sweet, 
clear voice. “Kiss, kiss, ki-i-is-will!“ re¬ 
sponds another a little farther off. “ Chec- 
chee, qui-se-se-se-sa-sweet! ’’ warbles a third, 
while a fourth gives vent to his rapture in 
“8pik, spik, e-chi-chi-chi-a-swcet-skip-skip.” 
These are some of the love songs of the song 
sparrow'. The lady song sparrows open their 
feather-capped ears, and flitting from bush to 
bush, chipper over the merits of their suitors, 
and by the middle of April each one has 


chosen herself a mate that she thinks the 
tiptop singer, and housekeeping begins. 

“Chip! chip! where shall we put the 
nest ? “ “ Chip! chip! in a tuft of grass, or 
in the branches of a meadow sweet bush. 
There the blue Jays and hawks will not see 
us, and the cat w'ill have hard work to find 
U8.“ Both birds go to work, and a nest is 
soon made of grass and weeds, and lined with 
fine grass and sometimes horsehairs. In this 
nest Mrs. Song Sparrow lays four or five eggs. 
They are blueish or gra^h white, spotted 
with brown, quite thickly at the large end. 

I have heard the song sparrow sing at mid¬ 
night in May, when the female is sitting. A 
good many birds which sing in the daytime, 
make music at night, also, in the season of 
mating and sitting. Their hearts are so full 
of Joy then, that even the midnight hour and 
the rising moon must be saluted with song. 

I have heard thu song sparrow singing less 
boldly, but very sweetly, on sunny days 
among the foiling leaves of October. 

This bird rears two broods in a season. He 
lives upon seeds and insects. He helps us by 
eating the seeds of noxious weeds. His 
young, like the young of all other small birds 
while in the nest, are fed entirely upon worms 
and soft, perfect insects. A single pair of 
sparrows, when they have a nestful of little 
ones, will destroy four or five hundred insects 
in a day. 

The second week of April, I welcome the 
field sparrow. He haunts the more open 
woodlands and the hazel brush. He is small¬ 
er than the song sparrow. His crown is rich 
rufous red; back, rufous, striped with black; 
breast, yellowish white, and his bill and feet 
are beautifully tinted with red. His tall is 
long and brown, and there are two white 
bands across each wing. 

He sings, at intervals, from the earliest 
dawn until the last fading twilight. “ E-er, 
e-er, e-cr, tlv-chlv-chiv-chi-l-i, tinkles out of 
some oak, and walking up slyly, I see that 
his bill is wide open, and his head upturned. 
His whole body vibrates with the vibrations 
of his song. Toward the close of the strain, 
the volume of tone decreases, dying away 
like the sound of a machine that is running 
down. In May and June, in the bush of night 
I often hear “E-er, e-er, te-de-de-de-chip. 
chip-dcar-dear,” chanted so softly and plain¬ 
tively that I think my little friend is singing 
in his dreams. It Is a sweet sound to hear in 
the still night. 

The mates arc very loving to each other, 
and arc hardly ever seen out of each other’s 
company. If, when they are hopping on the 
ground, the male finds a choice morsel, with 
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a g:entle note he calls and invites her to par- HOW THE POEM 18 BORN. 

take. In the season of nesting, he brings her - 

worms, which she accepts with great appar- j obl bbk ton. 


ent delight. The nest is constructed of stiff, 
dry grass, and lined with horsehairs. In it 
will be found three or four small, grayish- 
white eggs spotted with brown and lavender. 

I often approach Mrs. Field Sparrow so close¬ 
ly when she is on her nest, that 1 can almost 
touch her with my hand, she, meantime, 
watching me with anxious eyes that look 
like round, black beads. As soon as the 
young leave the nest, which is usually placed 
upon the ground, the parents call them into 
the thick bushes, and, after a week or two 
sf comparative silence, one may hear all day 
long the affectionate chipping of the parents 
and the “Te-ip-teep” of the little ones. 
The young resemble the old birds quite 
closely, only their breasts are streaked, and 
their bills are brown instead of red. 

The sultry July days come, the great song 
season of the birds is over, the chief minstrels 
hop quietly about hardly indulging in even a 
chip, but the little Held sparrow with wings 
drooping and bill apart from heat, still chants 
his simple str^n. Like the song sparrow, he 
lives upon seeds and insects. 


THE FIRST STEAMBOAT. 


BY W. O. C. 

Then there was the first steamboat. I 
heard ’Squire Jones say that he went all the 
way down to Albany to see it. It was a 
lilttlc, fussy thing; and by a great deal of 
puffing and blowing, and a great deal of 
fretting and stewing, it went all the way 
from New York to Albany in four days. 
Wasn’t that smart ? Now, you can start on 
a fine morning from New York, and sail into 
Albany before sundown the same day. That’s 
the way the world goes ahead. 

If you should see Robert Fulton’s first 
steamboat, going up the Hudson river to>day, 
you would think it only some funny little 
plaything, got up by schoolboys. 

When Robert Fulton started from New 
York that day, the last thing he heard was, 
“Ha! ha! ha! ha! ha!’’ Most of the people 
thought him crazy ; and some thought him 
a fool. That wasn’t a great many years ago; 
for it was when ’Squire Jones was a young 
man and he’s alive yet. If Robert Fulton 
could come along now, he might just say to 
those merry New Yorkers. “What about 
steamboats note, gentlemen ?’’ What do you 
suppose they would say ? 


Little Madge, metaphysical, canning, and sny. 

Puts questions that puzzle one’s wits for reply. 

Now turns up her blue eyes, bright as the mom. 

And asks me to tell how a poem is bom. 

“ I have learned where the daisies and butter- 
cuiw grow,” 

She says, “ and the ways of the robin I know; 

But the verses which charm by their musical 
chime,' 

Who makes them so pretty, and rounds them 
with rhyme i 

'' Do they fall on the paper, as snowflakes fall. 

When they whiten the meadow and comico the 
wall? 

Who marshals their fancies Just where th.-y 
belong. 

While the couplets pair off for the palpitant 
song?” 

O, curious Madge, to this planet of prose 

How the poem first came I can only suppose ; 

Perhaps on some zephyr, whose never tires. 

Or home from the sky on Invisible wires. 

There are legends which say that the musical 
birds 

In jubilant moments break forth into words: 

When the bobolink soars In his holiday time. 

He goes op in a rythmical fountain of rhyme. 

But if love more than skill makes a judge of the 
art, 

1 should say that true poems arise from the heart; 

And truly that world would be very forlorn. 

Where song is unknown, and no poem is born. 


TELL ME. 

BT M. E. N. HATHEWAY. 

Tell me how the bluebird sings. 

Balanced high on yonder tree. 

Flinging to the hungry winds 
All its grief or ecstasy. 

Tell me how the cherries grow. 

Nodding by the window pane; 

(lathering from day and night 
Nectared Juice and crimson stain. 

Tell me how the tints are caught 
In the bosom of the shell. 

Tell me what the perfume means. 
Breathing in the lily bell. 

Tell mu how the sunbeam shines. 

How the crystal's form is wrought. 

How electric cuiTcnts move. 

Tell how thought responds to thou Tht. 

Who shall tell me what I ask? 

Who the hights and depths may sc m. 

So to lift the veil that hides 
Nature’s primal touch from man? 

Language vainly seeks to teach 
This celestial range of arts; 

“ Tell me!” is the ceaseless erv-. 

Rising from unanswered hearts. 
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EASTER SPORTS. 


To m&ny of our young readers, the front- 
bpiece will need no explanation ;^bat In some 
localities the old-fashioned sports of E^ter 
have almost passed from memory, or are 
only rehearsed by the chimney comer, when 
the old folks tell the youngsters “When I 
was a boy.*’ A hen is generally supposed to 
have less sense than almost any biped, but 
even the hens, in those good, old times, must 
have kept a dim tradition of Easter, and 
marked its approach by the incessant raids 
upon their nests, and the swiftness with 
which even an incipient cackle brought a 
boy, rushing from some unexpected comer, 
to pounce upon the pearly treasure and bear 
it away—not to the house; and this must 
have puzzled the hens—but to some safe 
place of concealment, where, day by day, 
the pile grew in size, and was counted over 
with exultant eyes ; while, cream color, 
bnff, ochre—what did the boy want of them ? 
was he going to set? crawked the hen, with 
her head on one side. 

But when Easter came, and the eggs were 
borne in triumph to the house, each child 
hoping to have outdone the other in the 
number of his spoils, then by the aid of dye 
stuffs, flannel, and gay-colored calico, they 
were transformed into such wonderful com¬ 
plexions that poor biddy would have been 
at a still greater loss to account for them. 
Eggs boiled with logwood, or madder, or 
onion peelings, came out purple, or red, or 
yellow, and all mysteriously marked with 
figures and letters and cabalistic characters. 
It is awihl for a dyspeptic to reflect on the 
number of hard-boiled eggs that are annually 
devoured in homage to this festival; for in 
many localities it is still observed in the same 
way. And we were shown, last summer, an 
Easter egg many years old, which came from 
Switzerland, and bore upon a wood-colored 
ground the most exquisite etchings in pure 
white of a Swiss chalet, and several land¬ 
scapes. 

For the beneflt of the young folks, we will 
state that onr greatest success in this work 
of art has been attained by coloring the eggs 


in extract of madder, and then drawing upon 
them with a new steel pen dipped in a strong 
solution of oxalic acid. The acid removes 
the color and leaves the designs in white. 
Don’t forget, however, that the oxalic acid 
is deadly poison, and be careful bow you use 
it. A teaspoonful may be put in a cup, two 
or three spoonfuls of water poured on it, and 
as soon as you have flnished your drawing, 
the remainder should be thrown away, and 
the cup immediately washed. 

As for the boys in our picture, they have 
come to the next step in the sport—“crack¬ 
ing” the eggs. The philosophers assure us 
that action and reaction are equal; so if you 
hold your egg firmly in your hand, and your 
friend strikes it a quick blow on the point 
with his, the result should be that both will 
be broken, or neither. It does not always 
turn out so, however, and the chance of es¬ 
cape adds excitement to the sport, and great 
is the glory of having an egg that has 
“ cracked ” a dozen others and escaped 
without a wound. There’s a chance here, 
as in almost any sport, for dishonesty ; 
and, if we can read the faces in the picture 
rightly, there Is a little roguery going on 
there. The big boy with a basket is evi¬ 
dently a “ sharper’’—you can see it in his 
face—and very likely his famous egg is 
turned out of wood, while his little comrade 
shows, by his anxious look, that he rather 
expects to get the worst of it, and almost 
wishes he had not risked -his last egg. The 
faces of the group are well worth studying, 
and it is not the fkult of the artist that in 
printing his picture the whole thing was re¬ 
versed, and the boys made left-handed. 


A TALK WITH MY BOYS. 

I have two minds about you, boys. I 
mean you older ones, from ten to fifteen, or 
thereabouts. Sometimes I meet you on the 
streets, and you bow to me pleasantly, and 
your faces look so bright and manly, that I 
say to myself, “What grand, noble men 
they will make!” Or I see you at my 
home, or in your own homes, and you are 
gentlemanly and thoughtfhl, and I feel proud 
of you, and I know your mothers do, too. 
And then, perhaps the very next day, I sec 
you shouting and laughing at a poor dog 
that is fairly frantic with terror at some 
dreadfhl thing tied to his tail; or, worse yet, 
I see you abusing and tyrannizing over some 
unlucky little mate, who doesn’t happen to 
be as strong as you are, and can only resent 
your abuse by impotent rage, which seems 
to you vastly amusing. It is euchfUn to pelt 
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a poor, little wretch with snowballs, every 
one of which goes straight as an arrow to its 
mark, while his fly wildly in every direction 
but the right. It is such fun to throw a little 
fellow head foremost into a snowdrift, or 
catch him by the ends of his scarf and whirl 
him around until he is half strangled, and 
then let him drop like a bullet to the groimd. 
It is such fun to run off with his ball; to split 
his top with a well-aimed “ pegto send 
his marbles flying into a dirty puddle; to 
make, in a thousand ways, his life such a 
burden to him, that he never goes upon the 
street without looking nervously around to 
see if you are In sight. 

I tell you, boys, when I see such things as 
these, and I have seen them for years and 
years, then I change my mind, and think 
you must have, somewhere in your natures, 
a streak of cowardice, and rufflanism, and 
meanhess. Mean I Why there are no words 
in the English language strong enough to tell 
how mean it seems to me. You, who ought 
to be the defenders of everything weak, and 
unfortunate, and defenceless, whose very 
strength should make you gentle, and who 
should scorn anything so cowardly as flnd- 
ing pleasure in seeing others suffer, I wish I 
could make you feel how dastardly It all is, 
and how far below even the beginning of a 
true manhood. 

The trouble is with boy sentiment, ag^nst 
which the boldest hardly dare transgress, and 
which is all ver>' well, as far as it goes. The 
greatest bully on the playground would not 
venture deliberately to assault and flog a 
little fellow half his own size. The chivalry 
of all his mates would be roused to defend 


against meanness and cruelty in everj* form, 
whether small or great? 

I wish I could enroll you all as Knights of 
the Legion of Honor, sworn, like good King 
Arthur and his brave Knights of the Round 
Table, to draw swords only in a good and 
holy cause, to be “ fearless as men, gentle as 
women, and pure as the saints of the Lord.” 

We wish to call the attention of our readers 
to the article in this number entitled “ Birds 
and Their Ways,” and we hope that in every 
region where Thb Corporax. goes, keen, 
young ey€» will make their own observations 
on the merry little visitants whose habits are 
so well worth noting. Yesterday, (the sixth 
of March,) we heard our flrst robin, singing 
in the early morning of a warm, moist day. 
There are traditions of bluebirds, but we 
have not verifled them with our own eyes or 
ears. By the time this reaches our readers, 
there will be early matlndes given by quartet 
clubs of rare performers in almost every 
clump and thicket, and, in many localities, 
preparations for housebuilding will be qui¬ 
etly going on._ 

We wish especially to commend the arti¬ 
cles on “ Art Amusements” to the attention 
of our readers. They are very carefuUy pre¬ 
pared, and great pains have been taken to 
make the directions so fhll and explicit that 
there will be no difllculty in carr>ing them 
out, and acquiring the beautiful art of mak¬ 
ing these perfect imitations of the blo5>^oms 
and fruits of summer. We advise our young 
friends to join Aunt Phebe’s class, and ex¬ 
periment with them._ 


the weaker, and the chances are that the big 
tyrant would be soundly thrashed. But 
these smaller tyrannies the boys* code of 
morals does not touch ^ and so little by little 
he grows careless of the sufferings of others, 
and seeks his own amusement regardless of 
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the pain of such Insignlflcant animals as 
dogs, kittens, and small boys. 

If you want to know what the result of all 
this will be, just read the paper published by 
the Illinois Humane Society, and see what 
the result has been. See what cruelties are 
daily and hourly inflicted, in all our cities 
and towns and villages, upon dumb, help- 
l(!ss creatures, that can only plead for mercy 
with their sad, pitiful eyes, and yet of all the 
tliousands who see, few care to interfere. 
Do you suppose these things, that make you 
clench your hands to read, would be possi¬ 
ble, if in every young heart had been care¬ 
fully developed a sentiment of noble chivalry 
which should make of the boy a crusader 
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- Jfrudij^s 

The first letter that came to hand this month 
contained a present for Prudy, the very prettiest 
baby picture that can be imagined, of little Rissie 
Goodseirs twin sisters. Prudy never gets tired 
of looking at them, and feels as if she wanted to 
take them right in her arms and hug them, espe* 
daily the little, dark-eyed beauty, which she feels 
sure must be “/Ae very prettiest one, that went to 
Gorjy 

Thank you Rissie; and this reminds Prudy of 
something she meant to ask the boys and girls of 
the Corporal’s army. She wants pictures enough 
of all her little friends to fill the very biggest 
album she can find in the city of Chicago. Who 
will send pictures for Prudy’s album. She has 
a few to start it; a noble-looking little soldier, 
from Brooklyn, Iowa, that came this month, and 
several that have been sent before. We give, 
below, a letter from the son of a missionary in 
Umsnndugi, Afi-ica: 

Utnsundugi, Africa. ^^Dear Prudy: Having 
seen in your pocket a letter from a missionary's 
child in China, it reminded me that I had not 
performed my duty in thanking Mr. Sewell for his 
kindness In sending us Thk Little Corporal. 


C uiiueu iniies irom tne 

beautiful Indian Ocean, which bounds Natal on 
the east. The Draakenberg mountains bound it 
on the west. Port Natal was discovered by 
Vasco de Oama, a Portuguese navigator. In 14OT 
and was so named by him from the occurrence of 
his having discovered it on Christmas day. Al¬ 
though in a temperate climate, the country pro¬ 
duces tropical fruits, so. If you came here I 
could show you sugar-cane fields, and coffee 
plantations; oranges, lemons, limes, bananas, 
and granadillas. When the coffee trees are in 
blossom they are very pretty, the branches, being 
covered with white blossoms, have the appeal 
ance of snow. We have no navigable rivers. 
Our mountains are high table lands, very pretty 
to look at, but not so grand as those we read 
about, beyond the Mississippi. Not long since 
you mentioned the diamonds which have been 
discovered, lying on the top of the ground; they 
are now found beneath the surface. It is report¬ 
ed that there are 9,000 diggers at work; very 
many have gone from NaUil. Some report to 
to have been successful. The Transvaal lies on 


our western border. I could tell you marvelous 
^ the diamonds which have been found, 

put 1 am afraid It would take up too much room 
in your pocket. F. MELUciis.” 

BulUnMle, Ind. ^^Dear Prudy: I want to 
know why you don’t put your picture in The 
CORPORAL, when we all want to see it so much < 
And are you going to have any more about Tom- 
Clover, that went to 
iT.n.Sr Country? Isn’t Tommy Bancroft 
your little boyr and aren’t you Mrs. Miller? and 
how much do you charge for a photograph? Do 
please to answ'er my questions.'’ 

Stop, and catch your breath, Eda, and let me 
think. 1st. Prudy doesn’t make the pictures 
for The Corporal, and the man who does make 
them always tries to get something pretty. 2d. 
Yes, there will be more about Tommy in the May 
Corporal; and we’ll see about Kitty Clover. 3d. 
Tommy Bancroft is Prudy’s little boy because 
she discovered him ; and, if the children keep on 
guessing, Prudy will forget who she is. Uist 
month the weight of evidence seemed to be in 
favor of Mrs. Sewell; this month Grace Qreen- 
wood has the miOority. 4th. Prudy isn't in the 
photograph business. 

1 CreeJ, iffcA. Prudy ; I am ten 

▼ears old, and have never been to school, but I 

for*yow*pocket*'^ ^ compositions 

' A TRUK 8TOBT ABOUT OUB OOLT. 

His name is Nobby. He Is very knowing, and foil of 
» mischief. One day the girls were playing in the back 
' and chased them? They were 

climbed on a hay stack, to get out of hb 
way. He came and knocked down the ladder, and 
*®a'^lng them to slide down the side of the 
stack. A wo^en horse had been left down by the 
mouth and brought it 
bam. Once a hoe was left by 
the fence, and Nobby reached over and took IL and 
carried it down the lane to his pasture. 

A very good composition. Master Frank. 

Ida, who does not date her letter, apologizes 
for her penmanship by saying, 

“ I cannot write very well, for I am left handed, 
but grandma told me to do the best I could, and 
^ P,“P® ™® a dollar to do w hat I 

chose with, and so I sent foi^TuE CfoRPORAL.” 

From Dexter, Iowa, Flora sends a very Inter¬ 
esting letter, though not so neaUy written as the 
lefthanded one. 

” I have just returned from a tour to the Rocky 
Mountains, where I spent six months. In sight of 
J y®”^ “P ^*‘® mountains 
so high I could look down on the clouds. Pa 
bought me a beautiful Rocky Mountain pony, of 

and verj^ 

gentle. He w'ill siiake hands with me, and eat 
cake and apples ont of my hand. He can climb 
mountains that I should be afraid to climb on 
foot, and leap over the ditches that are used to 
water the fields and gardens, for they do not 
have rain in Colorado as we do In the States. I 
can ride him on the full lope, for I am eleven 
years old, and have been used to riding since I 
was eight. 

Cremnt, Ohio. “My IltUe cou»ln and I 
jAoofht we would write you a letter. We like 
Thb Corporal so well that we are lonesome from 
the time that we read one number till the next 
comes. Nelly is six years old, and me 
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•even. Our little baby brother is only two years 
old, but he holds out his chubby hands to see 
the pictures. We want to write something that 
would interest you, and don't know what to 
write. Our papas keep store. We go to school 
every day. We had to look in Mr. Webster s big 
book to see how to spell some of^e words, and 
some of them mamma told us. This is the 
letter we wrote. From Nellie and her cousin. 

It would be a very cross old Prudy who w'asn't 
pleased and interested with so nice a letter as 
«iat. _ 

Boston, Mass. “ I read that story about the 
toy nation, that Frank and Mllly had, and I 
thought It was so nice I should like to have one. 
So my grandmother let me have the front attic to 
make it In, and I went to work at once to c^y 
UP the toys that I needed. I made a royal palace 
out of my baby house, a printing office of a large 
box, a prison, with bars like a real one. a hotel, 
and a fort, ^en I made a store, a cffiurch, a 
park, with a little pond, and a log cabin; a large 
town hall, with a saloon over it, and, last of all, 
a square in the middle, with the houses all clus¬ 
tering around it; and that is all my nation. I 
don’t suppose it was as good as Fnmk s ^d 
Milly’s was, but I think I like it as well as they 
did theirs.” 

If Nelly’s nation is as neatly and carefhlly or¬ 
dered as her letter, Prudy feels sure it must be a 
nice place to live, even If it is In a garret. 

Pemacola, Fla. ^^Dear Prudy / I am a little 
girl eleven years old. 1 take The Corporal, and 
I think he is the Jolliest, nicest, and sweetest 
little fellow In the world; don’t you ? Ain t you 
Mrs. Miller's daughter? If you, and Mr. Sewell, 
and Mrs. Miller ever come this wav, ple^e come 
and see us. I have the best grandma there ever 

« •_ a_A M A wH I novA A niCP 


sister married in Tennessee. I am going^make 
you a book mark. Good bye. Bhma. 

Lansing, Iowa. ^^Dsar Prudy: Mv little sis¬ 
ter Millie, who is only live years old, knit a pair 
of wristers for papa’s birthday present, and now 
she is knitting some for grandpa. ^ Bon t you 
think she is doing pretty well, for a little girl. 

Yes, Indeed. 

And here is another smart one: 

WEST BROOKFIELD, VT., JAN. 5TH. 

“ DEAR PRUDY: I AM A LITTLE 
qty YKARS old next FEB., FIFTH DAY. 

I HAVE NEVER BEEN TO SCHOOL. BUT I 
HAVE READ THE FIRST READER THROUGH 
TtlRFF TIMES and THE SECOND READER 

pieced ei™-one 

BLOCKS FOR A BEDQUILT. I AM LEARN- 
* ING TO KNIT. I LIKE THE LITTLE CO^ 
PO^LMUCH. PLEASEPUTTHISINYOUR 
POCKET. Nblue E. Bolton. 

Madison, Ind. 

third subscription to Th* CorpoRjU., and I ear^ 
ed the money myself. I am only 
old, and mamma will have to copy 

me, for I cannot write very well. 

Pocket best of all Thb Corpoi^l. because Prody 

always answers the children just as if 

to be a little girl herself. If 

please put my name to it. Mary C. Wood. 

Two little brothers In Genoa, N. Y., saved 


pumpkin seeds enough to pay for their paper; 
and a little girl earned hers by sewing carpet 
rags at five cents a pound. A boy in Sidney, 
Iowa, caught a mink in a steel trap, and sold the 
skin for the subscription price. 

Bethany, Ohio. ” I do want to tell you ^ I 
got my money. I had half a dollar in my savings 
bank, and I went to the slaughter house, got one 
hundred bladders, blew them up, and sold th^ 
at the store for one cent apiece. 
cost me anything, so I made a dollar. Isn t that 
pretty well for a nine-year-old.” 

Pretty well; but it makes Prudy’s lungs ache 
to think of that ” blowing up.” She wonders 
if Frank had any breath left, and what the 
“ store folks ” wanted of the bladders. 

“ I have pretty hard work 
but I read about the mouse that nibbled his way 
through the mountoln,so I mean to keep nibbling 
until 1 get my premium.” 

That’s a brave little mouse for youl 

Pleasant Ridge, Ohio. Prudy^wld 

one of my turkeys for f 1.60, to pay for Thr 
poral; gave one to Aunt Maggie and one to 
Aunt Mary for their ChristmM mnners; kept one 
for my ma, and sold two for f 1.60 each, so I have 
i three dollars. I am trying to get a watch a 
premium, and I have sent thirty subscribers 
already.” _ 

’ Prudy wants to tell all the children about a 
1 little fellow two years and four months old, who 
I climbed yesterday upon her writing desk, took 
1 possession of pen and paper, and began to scHb- 
® ble away, talking all the time to himself, in this 

I fashion: ^ 

“ Georgle meddle? no. .Ceoi^e, xnind; 

a Georgie w’ite ’tory; Georgle w ite letter W ite 
I lettef ’Ante Claus. Yd mo’am ’AnU Claus, 
poor Georgie got no candy, tall Uli. 

It is perhaps needless to add that the pathos of 
that appeal to Santa aaus brought a reinforce- 
J ment to the little fell ow’s su pply of candy. 

Wellsboro, ih. “D^ar Prudy : While stop¬ 
ping in this place for a short time, there c^e to 
toe door, one day, a timid little girl wito a bunch 
of beautiful fiowers. TTie notewas addresMd to 
“ W O C ” It said, * From a littie girl who 
loves to read Thb Corporal.’ The flowers were 
very s^eet, but I think they must have ^en 
L meant for Prudy. ^ 

Prudy thanks W, O. C., but she does not claim 
i a patent right on all the love of all the children, 
R but is content to share it with the other workers, 
E among whom W. O. C. holds a high rank. Is 
I' not this so, little folks? 


Wnr/ Gibson. Ind. Ter. Messrs. SewsU d 
Miller • This letter is for Prudy, for i am a 1^^ 
^rtand don’t like to write to gentlemen. Pw- 
hans dear Prudy, you don’t get any letters from 
ffin IfrUOT fcby«. My papa anS mun^ 

BO I am one, too, and we live on tho 
Skan.» fewer,Tear Ft. GlbBon. I have th^r 
brothers, and they all love to have mamma read 
the CoiumRAL. When a now number comeK 
iamma reads a piece everv e^nlng nntil^ get 
tbroogh. Tbls money belongs to us three, .o 
this y?ar I will let Johnny feclore ^We^» 
never had anything come to him from the post 
Sfflee, and I think he will be prond. and try to 
learn to read better.” 
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JPritrate Queer’s 


THE VOWEL GAME. 


We arc ready, at last, to announce the auccese- 
ftil competitora for the vowel prizea, which, it 
will be remembered, were offered for the beat, 
moat intelligent, and iongeat articles or atoriea, 
containing no contractiona, and making uae of 
but one vowel each. After a great deal of care¬ 
ful examination, by several judges, the following 
are decided to have won : 

1. “Amasa McLanahan's Farm and Walhalla 
Hall.” 884 words, 1821 vowels. Edward L. 
Bvbobss, Panama, N. Y. 

2. ” Bees; ^elf sketched.” 962 words, over2,000 
vowel**. ‘'Beck.” Newport, R. I. 

8. “Miss Higgins' first Night in Mississippi.” 
9ti5 words, over 1,200 vowels. Minnie D. Bate- 
ham, Painesville, O. 

4. “ School Sports.” 664 words, 841 vowels. 
** Perse Verancb,” Galesburg, Ill. 

5. “Rum’s Humbug Fun.” 408 words, 484 
vowels. “Josephine,” Cleveland, Ohio. 

We cannot give the space to publish all of these 
entire, but will use a part, at least, of each one. 

And now, to the thousands of disappointed 
workers, we can only say, you have done bravely. 
We have been perfectly astonished at the length 
and excellence of manv of the articles sent, and 
feel sure their preparation must have been agreat 
benefit to the young writers. 

A p'eat many ask to know the faults of their 
articles, and, as personal answers are impossible, 
we can only give a few of the more prominent 
causes of failure. 

1st. Use of contractions; “Isn’t,” “’twere,” 
“can't,” etc.; and of w and y when notallow- 
able. 

2. Joining in close connection verbs of past 
and present tense. We do not reouire strict ad¬ 
herence to the rules of grammatical construction, 
yet, of two articles, equal in other respects, w’e 
give the preference to that having the fewest 
violations. 

8. Bad spelling; in some cases very bad. 

4. Long lists of disconnected words, all de¬ 
pendent upon one verb, or qualifying one noun. 

5. Unnecessary and ungrammatical repetition 
of the subject, simply to add to the length of the 
sentence; as, for instance, in a very long article 
nearly every line contained the subject, “ Poor, 
old, lorlom Solomon.” 


6. The use of that^ for who, or which. In many 
cases which, and that, arc used interchangeably, 
and the choice is simply a matter of taste. But 
when we say “ That that that man had that sat 
at Alabama,” etc., instead of “That which that 
man had who sat at Alabama,” it is neither sen¬ 
sible nor grammatical. 

We made a few discoveries in the course of our 


examinations, which may be of interest. U is 
the most difficult vowel to manage, only one or 
two articles of any considerable length being 
sent on that vowel. The O articles, as a generiu 
rule, were the most •senseless, and the longest; 
but the E’s gave the highest ratio of vowels to 
the number of words. 

The similarity of articles on the same letter 
was very amusing, no less than seven tolling the 
story of “Estelle, the gentle shepherdess,'”one 
of which histories was inserted last month, by 
mistake, instead of another Estelle, which was 
free from the blunders so easily seen In the one 
published. 

AMASA MACLANAHAN’S FARM AND WAL- 
HALLA HALL. 

Amasa MacLanahan has a grand (arm and a grand 
hall at Canasaracta, and calls that hall WalTialla. 
Walhalla Hall stands aback, and tall tamaracks and 
catalpas stand as watch and ward, and flank all paths 
and walks. Grass plats, and a grand arch, and stand¬ 
ard plants, 08 amaranths, balsams, cal las, and cannas, 
charm all at Walhalla yard. Dark, damask arras, and 
fragrant garlands hang at Walhalla Hall, and Ai*gand 
ana astral lamps, as stars, flash afar. Amasa, a tall, 
dark, stalwart man, talks fast, and w'alks fast, and 
gra.sps cash tost, and all call Amasa MacLanahan a 
frst, smart man. Bland Madam Barbara MacLanahan 
has vast tact, and a knack at all arts, and attracts and 
cliarms all at Walhalla Hall. Madam Barbara’s garb 
was black alpaca, and madam had a warm astrachan 
sack and hat, and a flash sash and scarf 

Amasa has a tall, frank lass, Anna Amanda, and 
smart lads, Abraham and Barnabas. Amasa's lads, 
smart chaps, transact all hard farm tasks; drag, and 
plant, and thrash, and amass vast stacks at Amasa’s 
barnyard, and card flax, and drag sand and marl, as 
all smart farm lads can. As sharp, fall blasts waft 
past Walhalla Hall, Abraham and Barnabas attach 
Amasa's nags and calash, and wrap Madam Barbara 
and Anna Amanda as w*arm as Afghan and Alaska 
wraps can, and snap a lash at Amasa’s fa.st span, and 
dash past Amasa's grand park, and back at dark. 

Abraham MacLanahan was a gallant lad. and cards 
Amasa’s fast nags, dark Fan and black Dan, as Fan 
and Dan stand at stalls at Amasa MacLanahan’s warm 
bam. Abraham has a smart, black nag, a small calash, 
and warm lap wraps, at Ania.sn’s barn; and Amasa 
awards Abranam a grand Waltham watch, and war¬ 
rants that at all hazards Abraham can amass cash as 
fast as Amasa has. Glad Abraham thanks Amasa, 
and plans that papa’s rash w'arrant shall stand fast. 

At dark, farm tasks past, astral lamps flash, and papa 
and mamma and all chat, and Abraham and Barnabas 
draft maps, and charts, and flags, and plan traps, ana¬ 
grams, and paragrams; and Grandpa MacLanahan, a 
gallant tar, calls back all past hap. and naval yarns. 

Anna Amanda had a harp, and sang psalms, and 
chants, and ballads, glad ana sad. And Anna was an 
arch lass, apt at small talk, as was Madam Barbara, 
Anna’s mamma. Anna Amanda has a smart, black 
cat, Anna calls Blackball. Anna’s cat can catch rats 
at Amasa’s bam, and snatch balls, and snarl grandma’s 
yarn. 

Agatha VanAldamar, Amasa MacLanahan’s ward, 
was a sad lass, lank and tart, a laggard at all tasks, 
and backwad at grammar. Wan Agatha has catarrh 
and asthma, and talks crank ahd at haphazard. Aga¬ 
tha was a rash madcap; and Agatha’s madcap prai^s 
at last start Amasa’s wrath. Agatha, mad at Amasa's 
sharp sarcasms, stamps, and snaps, and snarls, and 
alarms Madam Barbara; and Anna Amanda stands 
aghast. As Agatha’s mad spasms calm, Amasa grasps 
Agatha’s arm, and warns ^atha that madcap pranks 
shall lack all warrant at Wmhalla Halt. Agatha has 
vast cash at Canasaracta bank, and that was all Aga¬ 
tha's charm; and that can catch gallants and sparK». 
Grand bazaars at vacant barracks at Canasaracta at¬ 
tract and charm Agatha, and Anna Amanda, and all 
Walhalla. 

Caspar Chapman, a Ikrm hand, was a bad man, a 
blabmt scamp, and an arrant rascal. Apt at flagrant 
claptrap, ana at mad bacchanal acts, Caspar was a 
slack hand at all farm ta-sks. Sabbaths, Papal mass, 
and altars at Canasaracta attract Caspar, and all Amu- 
sa’s fsrm hands. Caspar drank Malaga, and schnapps, 
and tap-lsuih. At last, Caspar’s bad acts alarm Amasa; 
and, as Caspar acts as bad as a roan can, Amasa warms, 
and barks, Pack and start." " Alas! alack gasps 
Caspar, as Amasa talks. At dark, Caspar ransacks 
all Walhalla. and grabs what cash Ama-sa had at hand, 
and tramps. At last, Caspar, that sharp landshark, 
stabs a man, and hangs. 

Amasa MacLanahan’s farm has a small tract flat 
land, and a stagnant marsh. Grass stands rank and 


Digitized by 


Google 



The Little Corporal Magazine, 


tall at Walhalla Fann. Canasaracta Branch ran past 
Ainasa MacLanahnn's farm, and had a small fall and a 
grand cataract. Tall hliagbarks, hardhacks, and hack- 
matack.s, and fragrant Haj>safras flank Walhalla Falls: 
and tall and sharp crags, as hard as adamant, and 
dark trap strata hang a.slant at that vast chasm. Aina- 
sa's lads, Abraham and Barnabas, catch black bass, 
earn, and shad, and clams, at Canasaracta Branch, 
and splash and dash planks and small rafts as far as 
Walhalla Falls. 

Fast cars pa.ss Walhalla Farm; and Amasa’s farm 
hands pack bags and sacks, and cart all, and stand at 
track as cars nalt. Aniiisa has vast cash at Canasa¬ 
racta bank, and Walhalla Farm grants all that ca.sh, 
and all a man can want. What a man wants, that a 
farm grants; and a grand “ Sam ” has vast vacant lands, 
and can grant all lads a fai'm. What a charm has a 
farm. E. B., of New York. 

SKI words, 1321 a’s, and no other vowel. 

ALPHABET SENTENCE. 

The beet alphabet sentence which we have re¬ 
ceived is the following, which fulfils all the con¬ 
ditions laid down by Mr Sewell: 

Vidocq Skw'arbz flung Jem Phyxt. 

Sarah £. Hagamam, Waesonville, Iowa. 

No. 11.—CHARADE. 

I am composed of eight letters. My first, sec¬ 
ond, third, and fourth, make part of a lady’s 
dress ; my fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth, form 
an article of defense fV)r many animals; and my 
whole may be found on the map of South 
America. F. R. F. 

No. 12.—CHAhjU)E. 

If you transpose the five locters that spell the 
name of a small animal, highly prized for his 
fur, they will give you the name of a town In 
Switzerland, w^ere the clockt are alw'ays kept 
an hour too fast, in memory c,* a conspiracy de¬ 
signed to murder the magistraios, aud which was 
discovered in consequence o; an error in the 
town clock, which struck an hour too soon. 

F. R. F. 


ANSWERS TO CHARADE, ETC., MAR. NO. 

No. 3.—C/mmdtf.—Ben-net. No. A.—Charade.—>3o- 
seph-us. No. h.—Initial Salem, ^besns, 

Alexandria, Rome, Corinth, Haran, Tarsus, Hebron, 
Ephraim, Sodom, Cana, Rhodes, Iconlum, Philippi, 
Tyre, Ur, Rlmmon, Ephrata, Smyrna; Search the 
Scriptures. No. 6.—C'Aurade.—Lle-bray-wrv (library). 
No. i.—Fi'ench Puzzle.—Hoy and his dog. The puzzle 
consists In the play upon the word mis, which is the 
first person singular of the present tense. Indicative 
mood, both of the verb etre (to be), and sinort (to fol¬ 
low). It seems, when not keeping this fact in view, to 
be a flat contradiction In terms; but understanding 
this twofold meading of tnis, the solution is plain. 
The dog says, “ I am not what I follow; for If I were 
what I follow, I should not be what I am.” It is con 
sidered by the French very ingenious, and puzzles 
many a good French scholar, at first glance. No. 8. 
—Hidden Geography.—Ho^Xan, Portland, Barnstable. 
Rhode Island, Mississippi, Missouri. No. 9.—Charade. 
—Richmond. 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY NO. 10. 
(SsE March Ncmbsb.) 

One evening a youngster, we’ll call Master Ned, 

A wonderful tale in a fairy book read— 

How Jack, with his hatchet, went climbing so high 
On a magical bean stalk quite up to the sky. 

Tlicn he went oiT to bed, and he dream’d that he found 
A big yellow flower growing out of the ground ; 

And taking his seat with the greatest of care. 

The blossom shot upward straight Into the air. 

” Bow’, wow!” said old Rover; said Neddy. “Goo'lby e,” 
As he rose o’er the fence, and the steeple so high! 

And the man-ln-the-moon, as he came into view. 
Looked over his shoulder to ask, “ Who are you ?” 
••Good evening, old fellow,” the youngster he cried, 
‘‘I’d take It qiiite kind if you’d give me a ride.” 

” Come on!” said the man-ln-t)ie-moon, with a grin, 

*’ My boat is right here, if you’ll only Jump in.” 

But the wicked old cheat, when Neady was Id it. 
Turned keel In the air, and upset in a minute. 

Down, down through the night, what a horrible way! 
But he came to the tpround at the breaking of day. 
And found, as he w^ed. he hod tumbled from 
And lay on the floor with a bump on his head. 

Johnny. 


No. 13.—A PICTURE STORY.—How Willie Pitied the old Horse. 


The Reading will be given in the next number. 
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THE LITTLE CORPORAL. 

E. MILLER, 

PUBLISHKR AND PBOPSIBTOI^ 

No. 9 Custom House Placet Chlca«Ot Ill. 

tW“ All articles In “Th* Little Corporal” are 
written especially for it, and paid Cor at good prices. 
Though copyrighted, our editorial friends may copy 
Into their papers, if they will, in every case, give credit 
to Thk Little Corporal. This notice is Inserted be- 
caose many articles have been copied without credit. 

HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago, Philadelphia, New York City, or 
Boston Ijanks are b<*st for lai-ge sums, made payable to 
the order of JOHN E. MlLLElt. 

Post Oftice money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county seiit. In all the cities, and in many of the 
large towns. We consider them perfectly safe, and 
the beat meaas of remitting fifty dollars or less, as 
thousands have been sent to us irithoiU any Icm. 

Registered letters, under the new system, are a ve^ 
safe means of sending small sums of money, where P. 
O. .Money Orders cannot be easily obtained. (JOnerce 
the Regi>dry fue as well as postsige, mu^ ftr pnid in 
Mtamp% at the ottice where the letter is mailed, or it 
will M liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Otace. 
Buy attd (iffljt the dampn both for po^uye and rtgisATy, 
put in the fnoiiey and the letter in the preeenee qf 
the uostmcpoer^ ami Uike hie receipt ftr it. Letters sent 
in this way to us are at our risk. 

Where you ore sending one cftrf/tw and a half or lees, 
you may send greenbacks at our risk; where more 
than that sum is sent, either of above ways wdll besafe. 


THE POSTAGE on The Little Corporal Is three 
cents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable quarterly 
i\t the P. O. where the magazine Is received. 

THE SPRING CAMPAIGN. 

The month of April is a good time to can¬ 
vass for subscribers IoThe Little Corporal. 
Those who have not yet completed their 
clubs, should do 80 at once, and claim their 
Premiums. 

Subscriptions may l>e^n with the April 
number, but be particular and tell us so 
when you write ; for if nothing is said to the 
contrary, we always send the back numbers 
from January. 

A Special Offer. 

The publisher of The Little Corporal 
offers to send—free by mail—to every sub¬ 
scriber who sends $1.50 for the full year 1871, 
and requests it at the time of subscribing, 
one copy of our superb steel line engraving 

THE HEAVENLY CHERUBS 
This has been the most popular premium 
that ever has been offered. It was engraved 
expressly for us, and has received the high¬ 
est coramondatlons from the leading artists 
in the land. Now, boys and girls, begin the 
work anew, as the offer of this picture will 
aid you much in getting names to your 
clubs. Remember, every subscriber gets the 
picture, and the names will count on your 
club for a premium besides. 

Red Ridinohood and the Wolf.— We 
continue the offer made last month, and will 
send a copy of the $6 chromo for two sub¬ 
scribers and $2 in cash besides. 


OUR NEW PREMIUMS. 

Books. —We offer as a premium— Hightoayt 
and Hedges, by Emily Huntln^on Miller. 
This is one of a prize series published by the 
Massachusetts 8. 8. Society. It is one of the 
best stories Mrs. Miller has ever written, and 
will prove a desirable premium. We also 
offer LiMe Women and An Old Fashioned Girl, 
by Louisa M. Alcott; and several other 
popular and interesting books. 

Silver-Plated W'are.— We desire to con¬ 
fine our plated ware premiums to forks and 
moons ; though if any one has been working 
for any other article, if thev will write and 
inform us what it is, we will give them the 
terms. We have put these premiums very 
loWj and it will offer a chance for every 
family to have a set of silver-plated forks 
and spoons. 

Elgin Watches.—W e have made some 
changes in the number of subscribers re¬ 
quired to obtain one of these olegaut 
watches. A good and reliable timekeeper is 
certainly now within the reach of every boy 
or girl that reads The Corporal. 

Field Croquet.— The most popular game 
for out-door amusement ever invented is 
Bradley’s Field Croquet. We have put these 
so low, that It offers a rare chance for every 
family to obtain one. 8ent by express cither 
from Chicago, or from the factory at 8pring- 
field, Mass. 

Dollar 8team Engine.- We bought one 
of these for a Christmas present for the little 
folks at home, and it has furnished them an 
endless source of amusement and instruction. 
We have given it a thorough test and found 
it perfectly safe. Given for two subscribers 
sent at one time and 30 cents to pay postage. 

Emerson’s Binder. —Every one who takes 
The Corporal should carefully preserve- 
each number. We have found nothing bet¬ 
ter to do this than Emerson’s Binder. Sent 
for two subscribers, or The Corporal one 
year and the Binder for two dollars, sent at 
one time. 

THE PRIZE STORY. 

Manuscripts offered in competition for the 
$500 prize, will be received up to the first of 
Au^st. All Interested in the matter are 
invited to send for a circular containing full 
particulars._ 

THE CORPORAL IN 8UNDAT SCHOOL. 

We are sending The Corporal to a number of 
Sunday Schools at reduced rates, when taken in 
large Quantities. Thoiigh not strictly a Sunday 
School magazine, yet the Corporal’s mission 
is, as its beantiful motto indicates, to fight 
against Wrong, and for the Good, the True, and 
the Beautiful, and thus furnishes reading matter 
eminently suitable for the Sunday School scholar 
or teacher. 

The Pittsburgh (Pa.) Leader ssjs: “The firm oj 
Geo. P. Rowell ft Ck). is the largest and best Adver¬ 
tising Agency in the United States, and we can cheer¬ 
fully recommend it to the aitentlon of those who de¬ 
sire to advertise their business scientifically and sys- 
tematlcally in such a way; that is, to secure the lar¬ 
gest amount of publicity for the least expenditure of 
money.” 
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PREMIUM LIST, REVISED. 


Read Carefully this entire Page, as Important Changes have been 
made In the Number'of Subscribers required to obtain some of 
the Premiums—also, New and Elegant Articles added. 


SPECIAL OFFER —Hereafter all subscribers who 
send U8 H.M for the full year 1871, and who shall re- 
qua‘«t It at the time of eubscrlbing, will receive free 
mail one copy of the superb steel line engraving, 
■pHE Hk.vvkxly Chbbubs. 

All premium engraylngs, and books of leas price 
than five dollars are sent post paid at our 
We deliver all other Premiums (except Organs, Sew¬ 
ing Machines, etc.,) at our office, free of charge, and 
will send them by mail, (when they are such articles as 
can go by mall), when the claimants send stamps to 
prepay postage. All that cannot go by mail may be 
sent by express, receivers paying express charges on 
same. Organs etc. are sent byexpress or railroad freight 
from the ^torle8,the receivers paying freight charges. 

PREMIUMS FOR CLUBS. 

In every case names must be accompanied by the 
regular subscription price, oneiloUarandahtUf ayear. 

For two names we send, post paid, either of the fol¬ 
lowing: One copy ol our Pocket Scripture Atlas, 
cloth, gilt. Price ‘ft cents; or, the School Edition oi 
Reed’s Drawing Lessons. 

For three names we send, post paid, either of the fol¬ 
lowing: Mrs. Miller’s “The Royal Road to Fortune,” 
(price $1.50); large edition of * Reed’s Drawing Les¬ 
sons,’’ (price $1«50); either of the fine steel engrav¬ 
ings “ Babe of Bethlehem,’’ or “ From Shore to shore,” 
(price of each $2.00). 

For four names the beauftfhl steel engraving ” Sun¬ 
shine and Shadow.” (price $3); Craig's Microscope, 
see another item. 

All the engravings are sent by mall, on strong roll¬ 
ers. and are warranted to reach our patrons in good 
order. 

For five names, (they need not all be sent at one 
time,) The Little Corporal free for one year. 

OUR CHROMOS of Red Ridijjohood axd the 
Wolf.— The large size, (18x24 inches, same size as the 
original painting, lor which we paid the artist, Mr. 
Beard, one thousand dollars,) price $10, sent by ex¬ 
press for a club of ten names; and the smaller size, 
which is Just as good a chromo, (13)^xl8 inches,) price 
by mall, post paid, for a club of six names. Or you 
may send six names and $2 besides for the larger one • 
or two names and $2 besides for the smaller one. 

For eight names the beantiftil chromo “Morning 
Prayer,” (11x15 inches, price $6,) mounted, sent by 
roan, postpaid. The same for five names and $2 besides. 

ORGAN PREMIUMS.—Parlor and church Organs 
of lire different makers are sent as premiums, as fol¬ 
lows: (We name here only one, low-priced instru¬ 
ment from each maker. Larger and higher priced 
ones can be sent at proportion^ rates): 

Pelouliet, Peltnn (t Oo.^H Orewn—Price $130, for 134 
snbscrl^rs, or for 30 subscribers and $66 besides. 

EsteiTH Organ — Price $140. for 144 subscribers, or for 
30 sniper ibers and $75 besides. 

HnuLh'9 (Atnerican) Organ —FrXee $1M, for 100 sub¬ 
scribers, or for 80 subscribers and $80 besides. 

Prince .fc Oo.’s Organ — Price $130. for 140 subscribers, 
or lor 30 subscribers and $70 besides. 

Mown tfe Hamlin'f! Oraan — Price $125. for 144 sub¬ 
scribers, or for 30 subscribers and $75 besides. 

Many prefer to send more than 80 names; some send 
from 100 to 150 names. In such cases the cash payment 
is. of course, reduced. Address us for further partic¬ 
ulars. Schools and churches can easily comply with 
these terms, if they take hold of the matter with a irill 
to do it. Many private individuals have received 
organs as premiums; others may do the same. 

CRAIG’S MTCROSCOPES.-One of the celebrated 
Craig Microscopes will be given for a club of four 
names. Postage 25 cents. 

FIELD CROQUET.—From Milton, Bradley & Co. 
No. 1.—Price $6.00, for six subscribers, or for two 
names at $1.50 each and $3.00 besides. 

No. 2.—Price $9.00, for nine subscribers, or for two 
names at $1.50 each, and $6.00 besides. Sent by ex¬ 
press from Chicago, or Springfield, Mass. 


DOLLAR STEAM ENGINE.—(From Colby & Bros.,) 

B rice $1.00, for two names at $1.50 each, sent at one 
ime. Postage 30 cents. 

EMERSON’S BINDER.— Little CkiRPOBAX size, 
price 60 cents, for two subscribers at $1.50 each, or 
THE Little Corporal for one year and the Binder 
for $2.00, sent at one time. 

WATCHES.—We have a new, premium Watch, 
made especially for us by the Elgin watch Co. Three 
numbers, all put up in fine, coin silver hunting cases. 

No. 1.—Price $36, for a club of 24 names at $1.50 each, 
or for a club of ten, and $18 besides. 

No. 2.—Price $38, for a club of 22 names at $1.50, or 
for 10 subscribers and $16 cash besides. 

No. a Price $30, for a club of 20 subscribers at $1:50, 
or for 10 subscribers and $18 besides. Watches are 
sent by express. 

SILVER-PLATED SPOONS AND FORKS.—Rogcre 
A Bro.’s best double plated. 

Tea iSpoows.—For 8 names one dozen Tea Spoons, 
price ; one hall dozen for 5 subscribers. 

Table Spoons.—one dozen Table Spoons, price 
$10, for 16 names; one half dozen for » names. 

Table Ibrks.-One dozen, price $10, for 16 names; 
one half dozen 9 names. 

We offer one of Colby’s Celebrated Patent Odke* 
Wringers, price $7.50, for eveV>' club of seven subscri¬ 
bers to The Corporal. See advertisement. 


Shebhan’s Improved Clothes Wringer, (see adver¬ 
tisement in this Number of our magazine), is sent tor 
same number of subscribers to The Corpobai-. 

Both these Premiums sent by express either from 
Chicago OF from New York City, If you so request 
when you claim the premium. 

IN CLUB WITH OTHER PERIODICALS. 


We also offer The Little Corporal in club with 
other magazines, etc., lor one year, at the prices 
named below for both: The Little Corporal, and 


Harper’s Magazine.. .$4.65 | N.Y. Weekly Tribune 

Harper’s Weekly.4.66 1 Prairie F armer. 3M 

Harper’s Bazar.4.66 W’estern Rural.3.08 

Atlantic Monthly,... 4,65 ! Rural New Yorker... 3.60 

Galaxy.4.65 Nasby's Toledo Blade 2S0 

Hearth and Home.... 8S6 ' Children’s Hour.2 JO 


Llppincott’sMagazlne 4.66 
Sunday 8. Workman. 2.85 


Nursery.2J6 

Am. ACTicultuiist... 2J5 


Overland Monthly.4.66 The S^ool Festival.. IJD 

PlirenolqglcalJonrn'l 3.65 ' National S.S. Teacher 2J5 
Godey’s Lady’s Book, 3.85 ] Tlie Mother’s Journal %M 
Peterson’s Magazine.$3.00 Chicago W'eekly Post 2J8 

The Advance.3.85 I Chi. Weekly Journal, 8.00 

BOOK PREMIUMS. 


Besides our own books, named above, the following 
books will be sent, by us, iiostpald, for the number <h 
subscribers to The Little Ck>RPORAL named before 
each title. Price. 

4 —Homespun, or Five and Twenty Years ago — 1.75 
6 —.^Esop’s Fables. Cloth, gilt.2.25 

4— Milton’s Paradise Lost. Cloth, gilt.1.75 

4 _SwIss Family Robinson. Illnstrated. IJO 

6 —Dr. Hooker’s Child’s Book of Nature.2.00 

5— DuChalllu’s Wild Life.1.75 

5—Robinson Crusoe. Dlustrated. 1.75 

5 — Tenny’s Natural History of Animals.2.00 

The following six books by Jean Ingelow. 

$—Songs of Seven. Elegantly Illustrated, gilt.... 5J0 

4 —Studies for Stories, nlustrated.IJSO 

4 —Stories told to a Child.1.75 

3—A Sister’s Bye-hours. 1J5 

3— Mopsa. the Faiiw. 1J5 

^Jean Ingelow’g Poems.2 35 

6 — Little women. 1^ Louisa M. Alcott. 2 vote.. 3.00 

4— An OldCashloned (ilrl. ^ Lonlsa M. Alcott... IJO 

5— Moth and Rnst. Hoyt’s Prize Series.1 

6 — Both Sides of the Street. Hoyt’s Prize Series. 1.® 

4—Highway and He^es. Emily H. Miller.1 JO 

4—Shining Honrs. By Paul Moraine. l JO 

Any of the above books sent by mail, post paid, np<m 
receipt of price given above. 
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THE LITTLE CORPORAL. 


Fiohtino against Wrong ; and for the Good, the True, and the Beautiful. 


VOL. XII.-MAY, 1871.-NO. 5. 


A VISIT TO ROBIN-DOWN. 


BY RUTH WARRINGTON. 



^MMA, is this Fourth of 
July asked Ellie, tak- 
in^ her chin off the back 
of the seat, and patting her 
mother’s arm. 

“No, dear,” replied her 
mother; ‘‘ why do you ask ?” 
^ ‘‘ Because we are going to 

grandma’s,” said Ellie. 

‘‘ It is to make you w’ell, 
Ellie,” said Dora. “Papa said so, yes¬ 
terday.” 

“ But we always go at Fourth of July,” 
said Ellie, ” and I have no torpedoes and 
she turned around again and looked through 
the car. 

The car was nearly full, and Ellie had 
examined every one in it, so that when she 
looked at the tall girl with curls, she felt as 
If she knew her; and the only change she 
saw, was that the baby, who had been asleep 
so long, was awake now, and was eating a 
cracker. Her mother w’as leaning back, 
with her eyes closed, and Ellie laid her head 
on the back of the seat, and felt very tired. 
She had been sick—so sick that once papa 
had held her in his arms all night, and the 
doctor did not go home until morning. She 
was much better now, for then she was too 
weak to stand. Papa put them on the boat 
last night, and they had ridden in the cars 
all day, and Ellie would have cried in a few 
minutes, but that the engine bell began to 
ring, and Dora jumped up and said, 

” Is this grandma’s, mamma ?” 

” Yes, dear,” said her mother; and she 
took down the bags and gave Dora the lunch 
basket. 

‘‘ Come, Ellie, no tears; there, take mam¬ 
ma’s shawl.” 

The cars were slowly running into the sta¬ 


tion, and when they were opposite the plat¬ 
form, the conductor lifted Dora and Ellie 
dow'n, and there was a tall man with a rough 
coat, bowing and holding out his hand for 
the bags. 

” How are they, David ?” asked the mother. 

“Well, Mis’ Parker. You’re right wel¬ 
come,” said the tall man. 

A stage coach was standing by the wooden 
platform which was on two sides of the sta¬ 
tion, and two farmers’ wagons were near it. 
At the other side of the station house was a 
carryall, with a brown horse attached to it. 

“ There is Rex,” cried Dora, running and 
patting the nose of the* brown horse. 

“May I give him a cracker, mamma?” 
asked Dora; and on receiving a nod from 
Mrs. Parker, she fumbled in the lunch basket 
and found a cracker for Rex. He pointed 
down his ears as he took it, and looked at 
Ellie as if he thought she ought to come and 
see him, too. But David had put Ellie and 
the bags into the carryall, and they were 
waiting for Dora. 

“ Well, Miss Dora, you remember old 
friends, don’t you ?” said David. 

“Yes,” said Dora. “Has the white hen 
any chickens?” 

“ Not yet,” replied David; and getting 
into his place, they trotted briskly away. 

Past the post office, the store, and the 
church, through the long street to a little 
shaded road, Rex trotted with the carryall 
and the children. Ellie sat up and looked 
out, and when they came in sight of a large 
house, with a graveled road leading to the 
door, she clapped her hands and said, 

“ There is grandma !” 

“Yes,” said Dora, “and there are the 
lilac bushes, and Aunt Sue and she shook 
the lunch basket so hard that the cover came 


Entered^ according to Act of Congress, in the year 1871, hy John E. MiUer, In the Office of the 
Librarian of Congress, at Washington. 
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off, and the crackers and cakes rolled about 
the carryall. 

Rex stopped at the door of his own accord, 
and Dora and Ellie were kissed, and Aunt 
Sue patted Ellic's cheeks, and said, 

“We must have some roses here.” 

“ Early roses. Sue,” said Mrs. Parker; and 
they all went up to the rooms Mrs. Parker 
and the children were going to occupy. 

There was one large room with a big bed, 
and a little room, opening from it, with a 
cot and a little washstand, with a blue bowl 
and pitcher. 

“ This is for me,” said Dora,” laying her 
hat on the white spread.” 

“ Yes,” said Aunt Sue ; “ and I will show 
you how to make your own bed.” 

When the dust of the journey had been 
washed away, they all went down to the sit¬ 
ting room, and in a few minutes, Kate, 
the servant, brought in the tea. There 
were nice broiled chicken, and eggs, and 
brown and white bread, and honey, and 
“ Grandma's cookies,” as Dora called the 
white cakes with sugar on the top. But 
best of all w’as the milk ; and Dora declared 
she would have only bread and milk for 
breakfast every day. 

Soon after tea, Ellie’s eyes began to close, 
and she was put to bed, while Dora had per¬ 
mission to run out for a little w’hile. She ran 
out at the front door«and swung on the gate. 

The house w'as large and low, with rooms 
on both sides of the door. The porch was 
built out, and vines and trees covered it with 
green. Rooms had been added at different 
times, and there were odd, little windows, 
with latticed panes and no shutters. Vines 
crept all over the house, and two or three 
robins were flying in and out among the 
vines and lilac bushes. 

As Dora swung on the gate, she could just 
see the fence with pickets on the top which 
shut in the garden at the back of the house. 
On the other side, she could see the corner 
of the bam, and hear Rex stamping in his 
stable. But she was tired, and was glad 
when Mrs. Parker called her to put her to 
bed ; and she and Ellie slept so soundly that 
they did not know when their mother came 
to bed, and they hardly moved until the next 
morning. 

When Dora looked out of the window, in 
the morning, it was raining. Patter, patter, 
great drops, and not a bird in sight. 

“ O dear!” said Dora, “ how hard it does 
rain !” 

“ Never mind,” called Mrs. Parker, from 
the front room. ‘ ‘ Come and get your clover- 
blossom dres?.” 


[May, 

Dora’s “clover-blossom dress” was one 
with little leaves on It, to which she had 
given that name. 

The bread and milk for breakfast was very 
satisfactory, and afterward Dora helped Aunt 
Sue put up the cups and saucers, and then 
Aunt Sue showed her how to make her bed. 
But Ellie W'as too small to do such things, 
and grandma called her and gave her a roll 
of pieces of calico. The sitting room had a 
bay window, and Ellie sat down on the floor 
in this window, and unrolled the pieces. 
There were many colors and patterns, and 
when Dora came down from making her bed, 
she found Ellie still looking at the pieces. 
But they would not be interesting all day, 
and after dinner, Dora went to her mother 
and told her she did not know what to do. 
They did not want any of the toys they had 
brought from home, and Aunt Sue got the 
photograph album for them to look at. Dora 
brought two little benches, and she and Elbe 
sat down and began to examine the pictures. 
Grandma, with her white cap and black 
dress, was knitting by a low table. Her 
gray curls clustered around her free, as they 
did in the picture in the parlor, where they 
were black. Mrs. Parker sat near her, sew- 
ing, and talking with her. Aunt Sue sat by 
the window, with a brown basket stand by 
her side, mending some stockings. 

Dora and Ellie looked at the pictures until 
they came to a soldier. He stood looking at 
them, with one hand on his sword 

“ Who is that ?” said Ellie. 

“ That is Uncle Robert,” replied Dora. 

“ Where is he ?” said Ella. 

“He was killed,” replied Dora, softly. 

“Who killed him?” said Ellie, opening 
her blue eyes very wide. 

“ A soldier shot him, and he fell under a 
tree,” said Dora. “ But we mustn’t talk 
about it, or Aunt Sue will cry.” 

“ Is that the reason she wears a black 
dress ?” asked Ellie. 

“Yes, Ellie,” said Aunt Sue, looking up. 
“ Come, and I will tell you about the Uncle 
Robert whom you never saw.” 

Then they brought their benches to Aunt 
Sue, and she took Ellie in her lap, and Dora 
held her hand, while she talked to them. 

She told them how bright and handsome 
Uncle Robert was, and how he loved the 
robins. How they would light on his head, 
and fearlessly gather crumbs from the ground 
at his feet. How he called the bouse Robin- 
Down, which means robin’s meadow, because 
he said the robins were there before any 
house was built, and that places ought to be 
named from the first settlers. How, when 
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the war camCf he left his quiet • homef and 
went to the battle field, because, he said, all 
braved men ought to go. How he escaped 
the bullets so many times, and at last, (here 
Aunt Sue's voice trembled,) one pierced his 
heart, and as the sun was setting, he fell 
beneath an oak tree, and never led his men 
again. 

It was becoming dark, when Aunt Sue 
finished speaking, and Ellie looked up into 
her face and saw her eyes were full of tears. 

** Never mind, Aunt Sue,” she said, gently 
putting her arms around her neck, “it’s 
nicer up in heaven, you know.” 

‘‘ Here is one of Uncle Robert’s robins,” 
said Dora ; and a robin lighted on the win¬ 
dow sill, and then flew back into a tree. 

Aunt Sue kissed them both, and went to 
see about tea. 

The next day was olear, and in the after¬ 
noon Mrs. Parker put on Ellie’s coat, hood, 
and Icggins, and told Dora that they might 
go out and play. Dora showed Ellie the 
flower beds, though nothing was up yet but 
the crocuses and Jumping Johnnies, and 
then they went into the vegetable garden to 
find David. They went through the back 
door, and soon saw David near the fence, 
with a pile of sticks by him. 

“ What are you doing, David?” said Dora, 
running over to him. 

“ Planting pea brush,” said David. 

” Dora looked at the little pea vines that 
were straggling into sight, and then she 
picked up one of the sticks, and standing 
opposite to him, said, 

** I will hand them to you, and so 1 can 
help you.” 

Ellie put her hands into her pockets and 
looked at David as he planted the brush. 

“ Why do you call It brush ?” said Dora; 
they look like sticks.” 

“ Because they are brush. Miss Dora,” 
said David. ” These little twigs are for the 
vines to hold to.” 

** Would they fidl ?” asked Dora. 

“Yes,” said David; “they need holding 
up; and 1 think we’ll have some good peas 
here.” 

“ There is a robin, Dora,” said Ellie. “ It 
Just Jumped over Kate’s towels.” 

“ I wish it would go on that pot,” said 
Dora. “Ellie, do you think the robins re¬ 
member Uncle Robert ?” 

Dora’s great delight, after that, was in the 
pea vines. She had helped plant the brush, 
and every day she visited the vines to see the 
blossoms, which David said were coming. 

“ What are they like, David ?” she asked. 

“ O, they’re Just pea blossoms,” said David. 


Ellie thought the vines were strange be¬ 
cause they were alive. They were not one 
bit like Rex, and he was alive. But she and 
Dora watched the vines, and the brown, dead 
sticks were being covered with delicate, green 
leaves, and Ellie’s cheeks were getting more 
plump and rosy every day. 

One afternoon, grandma and Mrs. Parker 
and Ellie went for a drive, and Dora, as 
usual, went to examine the pea vines. She 
found little, pale buds, encased in green, and 
when Ellie came home, she had the pleasant 
news for her. Day by day the buds became 
larger, and one bright morning Dora and 
Ellie found fair, white blossoms, with a little, 
“ such a bit,” as Ellie said, of fragrance. 

“ They grow so fast, they will soon be as 
tall as you,” said Dora to Eliie ; and each 
day after that Ellie was measured with the 
pea vines to see which was growing the 
faster. It was easy to measure, for the vines 
grew close about the brush, and Ellie stood 
beside them while Dora measured. 

“ I do not think they - are Just pea blos¬ 
soms,” said Dora. “They are fairies, for 
they are changing their dresses.” 

And the blossoms were changing into slim 
pea pods, and the pea pods began to swell, 
and Ellie laughed as she held them in her 
hand, and said, 

“ They are getting fat, too.” 

“Yes,” said David, “and one of these 
days we will have peas.” 

“To eat?” said Ellie. 

“Yes,” replied Dav\d. 

“ Dora,” said Ellie, as they walked to the 
house, “ I did not know we were going to 
eat those peas. And you said they were 
fairies; can we eat fairies ? 

The day had come when Dora and Ellie 
were to go home, for papa wanted to see his 
little girls, and Ellie w'os quite well and 
strong, now. They were to leave grandma’s 
after dinner, and while their mother was 
packing, Dora and Ellie went out to bid the 
pea vines goodbye. They found David out 
there with a ba.sket. 

“What are you doing, David?” asked 
Dora. 

“ I am looking to see if any of the peas 
are full enough to use,” replied David. 

David found a pod here and there which 
was well filled, and he soon had quite a pile 
in his basket. 

“ O dear I” said Dora, “ we will not have 
any pea vines at home.” 

“ Yes you can,” said David. 

“ Papa has not any garden,” said Dora. 

“ Have your garden in the house,” replied 
David. “ Take a glass and put some cotton 
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in It, keep It wet, and I will give you some 
peas to put in the cotton. Then you wHl 
have as fine a pea vine as any little lady 
might wish.” 

Dora and Ellie helped Kate shell the peas, 
and when they sat down to dinner in their 
traveling dresses, they ate some with great 
relish. 

“ Goodbye, robins, goodbye !” cried Ellie, 
as they got into the carryall; and Dora ran 
back to give Aunt Sue another hug. 

When they got to the station, David 
waited until the cars came, and then he 
helped them on board. As the engine whis¬ 
tled for the train to start, he came to the 
window where Dora was sitting, and said, 

“ I was near forgetting your peas. Miss 
Dora.” 

He gave Dora as many as she could hold 
in her hand, and stepped back, for the cars 
were moving. 

Dora called out “thank you,” and “good¬ 
bye,” and the last thing she and Ellie saw, 
as the train moved rapidly away, was David 
getting into the carryall. 


“ BIRDS CANNOT COUNT.” 

BY MBS. M. B. C. BLADE. 

Six eggs there were, lu the nest of the bird, 
riuler four brown wings’ protection. 

“Now birds cannot count,” said John, “Fve 
heard,” 

And so, without saying another word. 

He took one for his collection. 

Five eggs there were in the robin’s nest; 

Karl knew from John’s direction. 

“As birds cannot count,” said Karl, “'tlsbest 
To take one of these, to go with the rest 
Of the kinds In my collection.” 

Four eggs there were in the nest on the tree. 

Said Dick, “ Upon reflection. 

As birds cannot count, 1 think it will be 
No harm to them, and Just right for me. 

To take one for my collection.” 

Three eegs there were in that harassed nest * 

And 1 don't know what connection 
There was to the thoughts in the poor birds’ 
breasts. 

If birds cannot count; but they left the rest 
For anybody’s collection. 

Oh! egg collectors, don’t you suppose 
You might have some slight objection. 

Though you should forget how to count, if 
those 

Who look at your treasures, should, as they 
chose. 

Each take one from your collection? 


THE HARD-FOUGHT BATTLE. 

BY LUCIA CHASE BELL. 

Chapter V. 

Once, in that long, weary morning, Sade’s 
lean, little face appeared at the lop of the 
stairs; no one else seemed to remember that 
Cary Houston existed. 

“ Hadn’t you better come down and wash 
your face?” she asked; and added, “ 1 guess 
there’s some liniment on the bureau.” 

Cary was looking out the window, and sat 
with his back toward her. He didn’t look 
around, and just said “ Well,” very quietly, 
not as if he would heed her suggestions, but 
merely to be rid of her. 

Far across the prairie stretched roads that 
he had learned well, leading to poor, little 
Frenchtow'n, to Clear Forks, and to Stock- 
ville, the large town where Cary had left the 
cars in the spring, and waited wearily and 
vainly for his uncle to meet him, till at last 
he was obliged to start alone and walk the 
w'hole distance to his uncle’s house, seven¬ 
teen miles, along a muddy, lonely prairie 
road. His feet were sorely blistered, and he 
was hungry and tired, when he reached the 
bleak, gray house, at dusk ; but only a flimsy 
excuse was offered for the neglect he had 
suffered. There was no sympathy and no 
regrets. 

“ They needed all the horses just now,” 
they had said, “and they thought likely if 
he couldn’t hire a team, maybe he could get 
a lift, now and then, along the way.” 

But he had forgiven and forgotten all that, 
till this bitter morning, when his heart was 
seething with angry recollections of every 
stinging word and upjust suspicion. 

“ If I could stand it to blister my feet get¬ 
ting here, I can stand it to blister’em getting 
away,” he thought; “ only I’d hate to run off, 
or go off at all till my time’s up. I’d feel 
like some miserable little whelp whipped from 
my uncle’s door. But I’d like to be at home. 
’Twould do me good just to feel Cap’s arms 
around my neck. I dare say they think Pm 
having jolly times out here. And Ban is 
busy and blithe as a bird, and mother’s con¬ 
tented. It seems naore as if father wanted 
me than anybody else. That’s what he said 
last, they told me, too. I can’t make it 
seem as if he’s dead. It seems as if Td like 
to be there to have a talk with him. He be¬ 
lieved in me, father did. And I like to have 
folks act as if they thought I was made of 
good, honest stuff, and as if they had some 
hopes of me.” 

The bruise on his face ached and throbbed. 
It was a great, swollen ridge, now. He hap- 
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pcDed to touch his knee with it, as he bent 
Ills head, and the pain made him feel so 
ashamed, and humiliated, and angry, cower¬ 
ing there among the ragged, old bedquilts. 

“ I might take some revenge,” he mutter¬ 
ed, by and by; “I don’t know how—some 
way.” 

Then the lessons he had heard long ago, 
upon the Sabbath, from his sweet, wise 
teacher, came up before him, and he remem¬ 
bered that one morning, after a tender talk, 
when the boys were listening, hushed and 
thrilled, she said, 

“ Dear boys, there is no victory so beauti- 
ftil and grand as a moral victory ; no revenge 
sweeter than the revenge Christ prayed for, 
Father forgive them.” 

He remembered the stillness of that little, 
sunshiny class room, with her voice rippling 
through it in soft music, and how grandly in 
some distant part of the dear old church 
rang the children’s “ Song of Victory,” till 
the boys, with the Ihr-off, triumphal melody 
in their ears, felt as if it would be glorious 
indeed to “ forgive as Christ forgave.” 

“ I won’t stay here, snarled up in these 
old quilts,” he said to himself, presently. 
” I’ll go down and go to work. God help 
me, whatever wicked, wrong thing is done 
sha’n’t be done by me. I’ll march straight 
ahead.” 

In a moment he came down stairs, and 
walked through the kitchen with firm, ring¬ 
ing steps. The little girl was playing with 
the baby upon the porch, and his Aunt Ma¬ 
tilda was out feeding the chickens. Cary 
bathed his face, and started on his way out 
to work. It wasn’t so easy to forgive as he 
had thought. The great welt across his 
face burned and stung as he walked, and 
made him clinch his big, hot hands, in spite 
of himself. 

Pierre Leveck had just been up to the bam 
for a piece of leather to faend a break in the 
mule’s harness, and he joined Cary, on his 
way back to his work. 

“Going to work with that bloody furrer 
over your face ?” he inquired. 

“ Yes,” was the answer. 

“Then you’re a bigger fool than ever I 
took you to be,” said Pierre “ I’d have re¬ 
venge, if ’twas me. Why, don’t you know 
you could ?” lowering his voice here, and 
peering eagerly at Cary from nnder his old 
hat. “ There ain’t a hand on the place what 
don’t hate old West; and they’d be glad. 
Nobody’d tell. Most likely it would be laid 
on to Maurice Heller, him that left the other 
night, you know. He’s made big threats on 
old West. You could set a match to the 


bam some night, before he takes his grain 
olf to grind. You could cut the cows’ 
throats, or set the foot rot going in his sheep. 
There’s plenty of such work done for mean 
skulks like old West, what’s got everybody’s 
ill will.” 

Cary had longed for revenge in a wild, 
vague way ; he could never have determined 
what terrible thing to do. He was angry at 
his uncle still, but those low, half-hissed 
suggestions of evil things that he miglit do 
for revenge, sounded like fresh insults. 

“ Don’t say such things to me, Pierre Le¬ 
veck,” he said, with his voice in a quiver, 
“never again, if you meet me a thousand 
times. I’m glad V ve got your good will, and 
the good win of the other hands; and I don’t 
deserve this,” touching his face, “ but that 
kind of revenge wouldn’t suit me.” 

They walked in silence a few steps. Pierre 
Leveck was puzzled. He had never h^ard 
of the “best revenge.” 

“Must be you want something bigger,” 
he said, presently, hardly above his breath; 
“I don’t blame you, neither. Hang me if a 
man could strike my face like that and I uof 
bum his house, and bam, too, or do worse.” 

“ Don’t speak to me of such dirty busi¬ 
ness!” cried Cary. “I tell you I hate it as 
much as I do the cut on my face. Do you 
think I’d do such things? I wish you 
wouldn’t speak to me at all, now. I don’t 
just know what I want. I’d rather be 
alone.” 

The “hand” had reached the sjwt where 
he was obliged to leave Cary’s path, and he 
turned away with a short laugh, muttering, 

“He’s a sweet one. His mother ought to 
be feeding him with a spoon yet, the great 
coward. * Not speak to him of such dirty 
business.’ O, I understand. He’s afraid.” 

“ If Grod ever is going to help me, I wish 
He’d do it now',” said Cary, to himself, as 
he went on alone down the lane, with his 
throat aching, and hot tears welling up to 
his eyes. “ It isn’t babyish to ask Him for 
help. I believe I’ve always had a kind of 
feeling that it was. But the grandest and 
strongest must have His help, she used to 
say.” 

And Cary asked God then, with broken 
sobs and earnest longing, in the midst of his 
bitter pain, for the help he needed. It was 
not a prayer such as people call “ powerful,” 
in prayer meeting; not graceful, like the 
minister’s prayer, after the heart-uplifting 
hymn; but just a few homely, broken words, 
■without even a single Thee or Thou, stralerht- 
forward as a hungry child asking for bread. 

Reuben West was trimming a hedge. He 
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]md not spoken to a human being since he 
had struck Cary, and would not even trust 
himself to drive a team, so fearful and 
ashamed was he of the evil spirit within him. 

“ I s^pose that boy’ll run off and go home, 
now, he muttered, as he worked; “ and a 
pretty tale he’ll tell. Nobody’ll make any 
allowance for my temper. Hang the miser¬ 
able pie! I don’t suppose he did take it, 
after all. Much more like that Sade to do 
it. 1 w'ish Matilda’d set a better table. I 
believe she skimps more than she needs to. 
We won’t get rich that way, and it isn’t a 
way that suits me.” 

Suddenly he heard steps near him, and 
turned and saw Cary standing with out¬ 
stretched hand. 

” Uncle Reuben,” he said, ‘‘ I’ve had a big 
fight this morning. 1 fought with myself. 
It seemed as if I must have some sort of re¬ 
venge on you, and as if I should hate you 
with my whole soul as long as I lived. But 
I knew all the time I was on the wrong 
track, and at last I just begged God to help 
me out. And He has. I’d a good deal rather 
fove you than hate you. Uncle Reuben, and 
I’ve come to say that I want peace between 
us. I don’t take back what I said about the 
pie, because it was true; and I want you to 
believe in me. Uncle Reuben, as a boy who 
loves God—I do, this very morning—and 
wants to be a man.” 

” Well,” said Reuben West, without look¬ 
ing up, ” I s’pose you’ll want to go off home, 
and tell ’em all how I—how I treated you.” 

” No,” said Cary, ” I won’t. I’ll stay here 
till my time’s up, in the fall. Only, Uncle 
ReulMjn, I don’t want to think you’re sus¬ 
pecting me all the time of going against 
your interests, shirking work, talking about 
you l>ehlnd your back, and the like.” 

” Well, I won’t,” said Reuben .West, a 
sudden generous emotion moistening his 
eyes and softening his voice. ” Most boys 
would have gone racing over the country 
with a pack of terrible tales about me, some 
true and some not true, or done something 
wicked here on the place that would only 
have brought them to shame. I don’t know 
what made Matilda suspect you; some of 
Sadc’s tales, likely. I think she—that she’s 
mistaken, and I’m sorry for what I did. 
There, now, you’re satisfied, ain’t you?” 

” Yes, sir,” said Cary, radiantly; and with¬ 
out waiting for any further talk marched 
back to his work. 

“I don’t think Cary ever touched that 
pie,” declared Mr. West, at dinner, “ and I 
desire to make him a public apology. 
What’s more, if anybody’s hungry after 


meals, let him go to the pantry and get what 
he likes. I’ll have a good table set, if I lose 
the whole farm.” 

One day, soon after noon, a plain, low, 
comfortable carriage stopped at the gate, 
and old Mrs. Hathaway alighted, followed 
by a little girl. Aunt Matilda appeared at 
the door, smiling and bland, as if she had 
not just been scolding and fretting in the 
kitchen like a very shrew. 

“Thee will think I am a very frequent 
visitor,” said the old lady, as she stood in 
the ” best room,” slowly untying the strings 
of her bonnet with her smooth, fair hands. 
“ But I have so many hours with nothing 
important to do, and I know thee is busy, 
and cannot return my visits regularly, so I 
keep coming, without thinking of cere¬ 
mony.” 

After this apologetic little speech, slie 
seated the little girl in a chair very near her 
own, smoothed every wrinkle out of the 
child’s white apron, and continued. 

“Elsthcr has gone back to Philadelphia. 
She has never been satisfied in the west. She 
said it thundered so hard out here she 
couldn’t endure it. But I couldn’t spare my 
little Ruth, even to her mother, and you’re 
not afraid of the thunder, are you, dear? 
I’m very lonesome as it is. Simeon, niy son, 
is at home, but thee knows he’s sick, and 
what time he is able to do anything he will 
be poring over books. It irks him greatly 
to be kept from his beloved * work,’ as he 
calls it. As for Ell, [her husband,] he 
thinks of nothing and sees nothing but the 
farm, for days together.” 

Mrs. West, having discovered Cary’s nice, 
neatly-bound schoolbooks In his trunk, had 
taken the liberty to bring them down to or¬ 
nament her table, in the parlor. The good 
Quaker lady, after a little season of bland 
silence, observed them, and remarked. 

Thee has someifnew books, I sec. Ah! 
they’re schoolbooks, and one Is a work on 
geology. Simeon loves geology. His ‘ lair,’ 
as he calls it, is sadly strewn with great, 
dirty-looking stones, of all shapes and colors. 
Were these thy books in thy school days, 
Matilda?” 

“ No,” replied Mrs. West, secretly annoy¬ 
ed at being obliged to confess their real own¬ 
ership, “ they’re Cary Houston’s. Though 
what he loaded his trunk with them for, 
when he was just coming out here to work, 
I can’t see.” 

Mrs. Hathaway was a book lover herself. 
She sat daintily fingering Cary’s clean vol¬ 
umes, taking affectionate, curious, little 
peeps into them as she talked. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



151 


law.] 


The Little Corporal Magazine. 


“ It speaks well for thy nephew,” she said; 
“ I like to see a boy sipping his book at every 
spare minute. That is what he brought 
them for, very likely, for the sake of the pre¬ 
cious spare minutes. 1 must send him some¬ 
thing choice to read. Most school books are 
only skeletons, after all. 1 must send him 
something that's real, rich, juicy meat. Sim¬ 
eon will be glad to lend his * Footprints of 
the Creator,' and I will add ‘ Young’s Night 
Thoughts,’ and several flies of the PhOadd- 
phia P^/Uctar^ which contain delightful ser¬ 
mons.” 

The demure little girl was beginning to 
draw long breaths, watching the butterflies 
out in the sunshine, as if, in a minute, she 
would dart out after them, in spite of all 
restraint. 

“Doesn’t thee think it’s time for me to 
take some fresh air, grandmother?” she 
piped out, by and by, without unfolding the 
dimpled hand in her lap; and her grand¬ 
mother smoothed the curls on the little, 
brown head, settled the round comb more 
securely, and said, 

“ Well, perhaps it is. Thee must keep thy 
sunbonnet on, and thy Angers out of dirt.” 

“ I will mind thee,” said the little one; 
“and I’ll gather thee a nosegay,” standing 
prim and pleased while her bonnet was being 
tied. 

A “ nosegay ” was her favorite thankoffer- 
ing, and she accordingly promised it now, 
although the yard around Mrs. West’s house 
was barren of blossoms as a desert. 

Poor Sade, wearily doing the churning out 
on the back porch, looked after the child 
with longing eyes, as she flitted here and 
there, trying vainly to secure the great, 
jewel-like butterflies. 

“ There’s plenty of hot water in the tea¬ 
kettle,” she reminded herself, presently, 
“ and if I put some in here the butter’ll 
come quicker. I don’t care if it does make 
the butter white. Mrs. West does it some¬ 
times, herself.” 

After this expedient, and a little vigorous 
churning, the butter did come, in marvel¬ 
ously short time, clinging in white, chrdled 
ridges around the dasher. And, as Bade had 
washed the dinner dishes, and swept out the 
crumbs, she considered herself at liberty to 
take a little play spell. Not that Mrs. West 
couldn’t have found something for her to do, 
but Sade didn’t wait for that. She hastily 
tied on her sunbonnet, carried the baby out 
of the pantry, where he was industriously 
scooping sugar from a box on a low shelf, 
and hurried, with him in her arms, out into 
the yard. 


“ Here, Sissy,” she said, softly, beckoning 
to Ruth. 

The busy little girl did not hear her at flrst, 
and Sade stood wearily waiting a moment in 
the path. Then she walked up to Ruth and 
said, coaxingly, 

“ Sissy, don’t let’s stay here in this old 
yard ; ’tain’t nice. The barn’s lots nicer. 
The carriage stands there, between the stalls 
and the hay loft. We can climb in it, and 
play rldln’ to Clear Forks to trade. We’ll 
buy new tablecloths, and a new bureau, and 
a red merino dress for the baby. Mr. West’s 
out on the farm somewhere, and he’ll never 
know we've been in it, ’cause we won’t turn 
the cushions over, nor nothin’.” 

“ I like to be out doors best,” said Ruth. 
“ Thee could take me to a creek, some place, 
couldn’t thee? It’s so nice to watch the 
water. Grandmother takes me to the creek, 
sometimes. We like to hear the water 
talk.” 

Sad« was satisfled to go anywhere, away 
from work and away from the house, and 
she knew where a bright little stream curved 
through the farm. They started immedi¬ 
ately, and soon reached a nook among the 
thick willows, where the water lay deep, and 
cool, and dark, with just a few twinkles of 
sunlight upon it, here and there. 

“There aren’t any cows here,” said Ruth. 
“ Grandmother an’ I like to see cows standing 
in the clear water, with their shadows under 
’em, like they arc in the picture that hangs 
over our mantel.” 

“I ain’t much of a cow body,” said Sade, 
queerly, probably meaning that slie had 
never discovered anything pieturesque about 
those useful animals; “ but I like posies. 
There’s some nice ones sticking out of the 
bank down there, now. You lay down flat 
and reach for some. I’ve got to hold the 
baby, you know.” . 

Ruth was delighted. “ So they are nice,” 
she cried, lying down and eagerly reaching 
over the bank. “ There’s more pretty blue 
ones, ’way down most to the water,” she 
continued ; “I think I can reach them, too, 
maybe. If thee sees me tumbling over thee 
will please lay down the baby and catch me 
by the heels, won’t thee ?” 

Sade obligingly promised, and the child 
stretched herself far over the bank. Her 
hands were soon filled ; just one more bright 
cluster, and she would be satisfled. But she 
lost her balance, and fell into the water with 
a wild cry. Sade did drop the baby, but 
only stood there screaming, 

“ 0, somebody, come here quick! I’ll fall 
in, too, if I reach over. O my, my! I 
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know Mrs. West’ll kill me now, or else Mrs. 
Hathaway, ’cause I coaxed her off.” 

It happened that Cary was at work only a 
little distance from them, and had been 
screened from their sight by the thick growth 
of small trees. He heard Ruth’s one, agon¬ 
ized cry, and Sade's frantic shouts, and 
came hurrying to the rescue. It was easy 
work for him to draw her from the water, 
and he only laughed, at first, saying, as he 
lifted her into his arms, 

‘‘ Here you come, little water bird.” 

But he grew serious in a minute, thinking 
what might have been, as he looked at the 
lily face, with its closed eyes. 

Ruth was only frightened. She soon re¬ 
vived, after Cary had carried her to the 
house, but immediately took herself off into 
a nice, sound nap, after the manner of child¬ 
ren badly frightened or sorely fatigued. But 
the loving old Quaker lady would believe 
nothing but that she had been in the very 
gates of death. She held both Cary’s hands 
in hers while she thanked him again and 
again, till he was ashamed, and would gladly 
have escaped back to his work. 

“Never mind about the work,” she said, 
making him be seated. “ Thy uncle can 
spare thee to talk to a lonely old woman, 
who does not often see company. Thee loves 
thy books dearly, doesn’t thee ? I see they 
keep thee company even so for from home. 
Too many boys love only racing, and bet¬ 
ting, and hunting.” 

‘‘Well, I love horses and hunting, too,” 
said Cary, rather bluntly, yet with unusual 
sunshine in his face, after hearing the gra¬ 
cious, friendly talk. 

“ But not the other,” pursued Mrs. Hath¬ 
away. “And thee doesn’t go to Frenchtown 
on the Sabbath.” 

Frenchtown was a notorious resort for all 
the ignorant and vicious from miles around. 
Especially upon the Sabbath it was the scene 
of wicked revelry. Church services, Sabbath 
school, or even day school, were unknown 
in the midst of its recklessness and squalor. 
It liad long grieved Mrs. Hathaw'ay to know 
this. She felt as if she would be “account¬ 
able ” for witnessing it so many years and 
making no more earnest efforts to effect a 
change. 

“I wish some strong, determined young 
man would open a school there,” she told 
Cary. “ He might do a world of good. 
Simeon—thee knows he’s not one of the 
Friends any more, but a hot-blooded preach¬ 
er, who will sing and shout, and I am not 
sorry, either—Simeon would preach there, if 
he had strength, though the doctor forbids 
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him thinking of such a thing. I think they 
would be glad, at least the women and 
children. But nobody has courage to go in 
their midst. If thee only could—but thee’s 
just a boy.” 

“I’d love it, if I could,” said Cary, ear¬ 
nestly. 

It had seemed, ever since that morning 
when he walked praying down the long lane, 
that he must be telling and teaching some¬ 
body how God had helped him, and was giv¬ 
ing him such strength and peace, day by day, 
as he had never dreamed of before. 

“ Well, thee couldn’t preach,” answered 
the old lady, smiling affectionately, “but 
thee might teach. And that would be the 
surest way to begin with these people, after 
all, I think.” 

“ I can’t do it, though,” said Cary, with 
sudden sadness. “ I’ve promised to work 
for Uncle Reuben till fall, and hands are 
scarce.” 

But the old lady had a hope that the one 
great wish of her serene life might soon be¬ 
gin to be realized, and she declared that she 
could persuade Eli to let one of his hired 
men take Cary’s place, working for Mr. 
West. 

“ Thee shall make thy home at our house,” 
she went on, in her enthusiasm, “for I am 
sure we can arrange it—Eli can surely do 
that much for the Lord. And thy salary I 
will pay out of my own purse, at least as 
much as thee earns on the farm, if they will 
not raise it at Frenchtown. Then, thee can 
take my own horse, or Simeon’s, and ride to 
school every morning; and I will give thcc a 
good lunch, in a big basket, and thcc can 
come home early in the afternoon, and reat 
a little, and study with Simeon. Simeon has 
the fullest education—he got it at Yale^—and 
thee can have plenty of books to read.” 

“ It would be glorious!” said Cary, bring¬ 
ing his doubled fist down on his knee. But, 
remembering his work, and his promise to 
his uncle to be diligent and faithful, he ex¬ 
cused himself, presently, with the hope, in 
his inmost heart, that she would make some 
“arrangements” with “Eli” and his uncle, 
which would lead him to such a new, busy, 
golden life. 

He was gladdened by a great surprise, in 
the afternoon, after the early supper, before 
Mrs. Hathaway went aw'ay. She had talked 
with his Uncle Reuben, and whoever she 
talked with, for a particular purje^ose, was 
generally quite sure, in a very few moments, 
to find himself exactly of her way of think¬ 
ing. So it wasn’t so very strange, after 
all, when, presently, he declared that he 
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wished Cary would try to do something “Cary has the right sort of grit in him, too,” 
for Frenchto\<T], for it was the pest of the he added, confidently, 
whole country, and needed a missionary. [To be continued.] 
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THE FISHING PARTY. 

BY ROSELL.A. RICE. 


Captain Gladden was riding by on old Mor¬ 
gan, and Lily was bringing in a basket of 
chips from the woodhouse, when he hailed 
her with, 

” Come herb, Diddle ; I’ve got a letter for 
you, from a young gentleman who lives 
down at my house.” 

Lily dropped the basket, and skipped to 
the gate with a very bright face, to receive 
her letter. I followed her into the dining¬ 
room, and peeped over her shoulder, and 
read with her. It was from little, nine-year- 
old Johnny, and read thus : 

“ZVar friend Diddle: I take my pen in 
hand to Inform you that, if the snow is all 

g one off by next Saturday, I think we had 
otter go a-flshlng. Marlin’s l)oy8 caught 
nine, last Friday, and there was a good bit 
of snow on our west roof, and at the end of 
the bam, and on the hillside, where pap 
planted peach trees. I wish the snow would 
hurry and go off; I never wanted to go fish¬ 
ing so badly in all my blessed life. I can find 
plenty of bait in our barnyard. Martin’s 
boys caught two suckers, and a little, wee 
pumpkin seed, and the rest were silver sides. 
Old Nell has a little colt; pap says I may call 


it mine, but when it gets big it will be his 
horse. You needn’t fetch the mattock or 
the bait can. I have both all ready and 
w'aiting. Some hot apple sauce got spilt on 
our white kitten’s head ; it didn’t get out of 
the way. I think the wind is in the south, 
this morning. Mother says south wind is 
good to melt snow. Tod Martin says little 
w ee teenly pumpkin seed fish make as good 
bait as fish w orms. But pap is just going, 
and old Morg is whickering and biting the 
bar post. Be all ready by Saturday. Your 
friend and good wisher, 

John Lyman Gladden. 

“ P. S. If you see mv red scarf hung out 
on our portico any time in the forenoon, next 
Siiturday, then you come right down, for the 
w’eather w'ill do and the fish w ill bite. 

Johnny.” 

Saturday was a windy, chilly day, and I 
was uneasy for fear the signal w'ould float 
from my neighbor’s portico, and I knew* if it 
did I should have to let Lily go, lest Johnny 
should lose faith in his little playmate. Just 
two fields ^v«re between our homes, and a 
well-trodden path lay across them, and the 
top rails of the fences, where we climbed 
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over, were worn as smooth as though they 
had been polished. 

About ten o’clock, I was busy sweeping 
around the front door, when I heard a jubi¬ 
lant clapping of one pair of little, girl hands, 
from an up-stairs window above rae. Imme¬ 
diately I looked over my shoulder down to 
the captain’s house, and there, with a waving 
flirt, that was quite like a cordial beckoning, 
I saw the crimson scarf cutting capers In the 
chilly wind. 

I was very sorry indeed, but I thought the 
sore disappointment of not catehing any fish 
that day might teach the children a good 
lesson, because there is good in everything, 
if we only find it. So I bundled her all up 
in a hood and a woolen shawl, not forgetting 
her little red mittens, and started her off with 
her line and pole, trusting to the tact of 
Johnny’s mother in getting them out of the 
scrape, or, rather, keeping them from getting 
into it. 

The captain’s fine, gothic residence, with 
its many wings, stood in a beautiful grove 
of sugar trees, on a gentle knoll at the road¬ 
side, while the background was a range of 
wooded hills, high, and wild, and picturesque. 
Just the very home to gladden one’s heart, 
and fill it with satisfaction and thankfulness. 
The creek lay at the foot of the rang:e of 
hills. 

About four o’clock, the little, flying form 
of the fisher girl came up across the fields. 
A small,' bright, tin pail was in her hand, 
instead of the fishing tackle she had taken 
with her. I met her at the gate, saying, 

“ Wliy in the world didn’t you string your 
fish on a willow switch, the way you always 
do. I never saw any body carry their fish in 
a pail before.” 

“O,” she said, quite out of breath, “why, 
we went and fished, and fished, and fished, 
and the wind blew, and the breath off the 
creek was as chill as December, and poor 
Johnny coughed, and his teeth chattered, and 
my nose got purple with the cold, and Johnny 
said the fish hadn’t got up at all, but were 
staying down at the bottom of the creek 
where it was warm and still, and that maybe 
they were resting or asleep; and maybe we’d 
better wait until next Saturday. So we 
picked out a splendid place just for our own 
private fishing ground, down at the bend, 
by two old, gnarly sycamores. It’s a very 
quiet place, and Johnny says they bite glo¬ 
riously there. And now just guess what’s 
in my pail.” 

And she flipped it round behind her, under 
her shawl, and looked up at me, her round, 
rosy face all aglow with excitement. 


“ O, I guess Johnny gave you a half dozen 
turkey eggs, to set under old Noodle,” said 
I, amused at the joyful expression of her 
face. 

“No; better than that,” and her eyes 
twinkled. 

“Did he g;ivc you goose eggs? Duck? 
Poland? pop com? new honey? candy? 
hazelnuts ? butternuts ?” 

Each time she shook her head for no, and 
then said, her white teeth all glowing like 
pearls, so hard was her laughter, 

“ That good ’Becca, Johnny’s mother, said 
it was too bad that we should be disappoint¬ 
ed, and she gave us for our own very selves 
two royal quarts of home-made molasses, to 
do as we pleased with. O, we just leaped 
and jumped, we were so delighted, and then 
don’t you think she told us we might ln>ite 
Abe and Hattie and Rube Chapel in the 
afternoon; aird stir it off, or make wax of it, 
as we pleased, and that she was going up to 
Grandpa Gladden’s, and wouldn’t be home 
till evening, and Lide was busy fixing the 
curtains in the parlor, ’cause Anne was com¬ 
ing that night, and Sally might join with us, 
and we should have the whole kitchen to 
ourselves. O, we did have so much fun! 
While Sally watched the molasses, we playc'd 
caravan. I was a lady, and rode In a coach, 
and Abe was my coachman ; and wc had a 
band wagon—^just two chairs lashed together 
and turned down, you know—and we had 
the funniest kind of music. 

“ We tied up the two cats and the two 
dogs, and had them for camels, in the cara¬ 
van, and we hunted up all the old dolls we 
could find, and brought them out. Then we 
took pillows, and tied a string around one, 
and made an old grandee, and pul Mr. Glad¬ 
den’s hat on it; and took another and tied 
two strtngs around it, one to make a neck, 
and one a waist, and that was the grandee’s 
wife, and she wore Mrs. Gladden's black 
velvet, fine, Sunday bonnet. 

“ Rube Chai)el was an elephant, and he 
carried the two chubby grandees on his back 
in a box, with a silk shawl spread over it, to 
make it look like a—a pavillion or some 
thing. When we w’ent to cool onr maple 
wax, why, to make it real windy, we had to 
run from the out door oven in through the 
long hall, and into the dining room, and the 
length of it, and then across the kitchen out 
to the back porch, and from one end of it 
clear to the other, as swiftly as we could 
run, all six of us. O, it was grand exercise, 
and, after we had cooled it, we all said we 
would take a taste home to our folks. Now 
did you ever see nicer maple wax than this? 
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Sally’s Aunt Lisle showed her how to make 
it this way.” 

At last the right kind of a day came, in 
■which to go fishing with Johnny, and Sally, 
and the three little cousins, Hattie, Abe, and 
Jlube. It was very fine weather; the sky 
was just as blue, and looked so far oflf, like 
the summer sky always does. A few fleecy, 
white clouds, that looked airy as great puffs 
of smoke, lay up lightly, and had golden 
edges, that seemed to sparkle in the yellow 
sunshine. 

Lily took the mattock, and went down be¬ 
low the garden, where the ground is rich, 
and dug some fish worms, and put them in 
an old can, with the end torn off, and laid a 
damp bit of sod on top to keep them in. 
Then she wore a faded dress and apron, and 
the sack that she wears warm days, when 
she scrubs the porch and portico. Instead 
of the wide, sundown hat, I tucked her curls 
up inside of an old bonnet, that she could 
draw about her face, and neck, and ears. If 
the mosquitoes annoyed her. An extra line, 
and a half dozen hooks and sinkers, in a lit¬ 
tle box, in her pocket, and she was ready to 
start. She went down past Uncle Eben’s, 
for the tliree little cousins. Sally Gladden 
had to finish the churning before she could 
go, and Hattie volunteered to stay and help 
her, and let the others go on. 

They went right to the place they had 
preempted. Johnny and Rube baited their 
hooks and flung them in, while Abe was put¬ 
ting the bait on his and Lily’s. In less than 
two minutes Johnny hailed out, in regular, 
jolly, boy style, 

” Bully for me! I feel a big nibble. I be¬ 
lieve he’s swallowing hook, and line, and 
pole, and wants the boy, too. O, I shouldn’t 
•wonder if Td caught a twenty-pound bass.” 

And he dug his toes Into the ground, and 
braced himself, just as you see him in the 
picture, and lifted his pole slowly, 'gently, 
and found, to his dismay, that he had caught 
an old snag of a grape vine; or, rather, that 
it had caught him badly. 

His line was wound all through and through 
it. Rube and Lily were making big eyes, 
expecting to sec the twenty-pound bass come 
wriggling up out of the water, when he lifted 
up the vine. Abe helped him get his hook 
and line loose, and told him that old Uncle 
Joe Jones said one would always have good 
luck every time the line was thrown in, if 
the baited hook was rubbed with a bit of 
calamus root. Abe said he didn’t believe it, 
but he had some in his pocket, and it was no 
Iiarm to try it. 

Lily told Abe it was such a pity to hurt 


the worms, stripping them on the hook the 
usual way, that he might just stick hers on 
by the two ends, and let the loop hang, to 
tempt the fish. Abe laughed, and told her 
she never could cat(^ a fish with the hook 
so insecurely baited os that way. While they 
were fussing about, they tipped the can over, 
and Rube said the worms were all walking 
off as fast as they could; and they had so 
much getting ready to do, that they agreed 
to sit a little distance apart, and then report 
success to each other. Abe went out into 
the creek, on an old heap of driftwood ; 
Johnny sat under the crooked sycamore; 
Rube by the buckeye tree; and the girls 
scattered along within good speaking dis¬ 
tance. But that would never do for little 
girls, and they soon got to talking, and drew 
near together. 

There was a swampy place behind them, 
full of flags, and rank, high grass, and the 
broad, glistening leaves of the wild cabbage. 
It was very pretty to look over into it, and 
see the wild things growing greenly and 
luxuriantly, and in such variety. Nearer to 
them the sod was a mat of wild violets, 
blue, and purple, and white, and yellow; 
some with strong stems, and flowers quite 
like little cups; while over their heads, on 
the swaying limb of an old, drooping elm, 
hung the ingenious nest of the sweet-voiced 
oriole. It hung like a pouch or pocket, with 
two or three strings, and, when the bird 
alighted near it, it had a brilliant, glittering, 
green bug in its bill, that it had brought 
home to tea. Lily said she thought, at first, 
that it was an emerald, so beautifully did it 
sparkle in the afternoon sunshine. 

The oriole was acquainted with the child¬ 
ren, and seemed to know they had been well 
brought up, and did not have the wish in 
their hearts to molest her, or touch her cun¬ 
ning nest. The head and upper part of the 
back and wings were jetty black, the lower 
part of the back and whole under parts 
were bright orange, deepening. into Vermil¬ 
lion ; a band of gold or orange ran down tiie 
back, and the tail was a mixture of the colors 
of black and gold. 

No little girls could fish very well while 
the jolly, coquettish, little, flirting oriole flip- 
ped in and out among the hanging branches, 
occasionally alighting on the rim of the nest 
and taking a good swing backward and for¬ 
ward, as children do on the big, clean, bam 
floor, while a stout rope is fastened to the 
dusty beam overhead. She would tip her 
jaunty little head sideways, and whistle at 
them, kind of mischievious, like a good- 
natured plow boy. The notes were very 
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clear and mellow, and would frequently whip 
off into a rising inflection, that seemed to 
say, “ Do you, girls ? do you ?” 

There is always one lucky one, when child¬ 
ren go Ashing; but this time they were all a 
little lucky. The girls, in spite of their 
chatter, caught several lovely little silver 
sides, and just before sunset, when the mos¬ 
quitoes began to bite savagely, the flsh fol¬ 
lowed their example. It was no use to 
talk of going home. Rube had found a place 
where he caught black and white suckers. 
They do not nibble or tickle at the bait, but 
pull steadily. Johnny, as if to make up for 
his flrst, unlucky bite, drew out a great, 
eely-looking cat flsh, that flounced and wrig¬ 
gled about in the air, and looked, as it lay 
on the bank, as if it had a fierce moustache 
on either side. It weighed about three 
pounds, and was the great catch of the 
day. 

Wlicn the sun went down behind Sammy 
White’s big hill, the musical old frogs, with 
no two voices alike, commenced hailing each 
other, from their hiding places, under the 
willows and alders, and from among tufty 
bunches of grass; and some sat out in the 
shallow water, and opened their mouths, 
and hawnked and hawnked in a very enter¬ 
taining way. 

Then the wild ducks came whirring down 
in flocks, and seeking resting places for the 
night. They all flew at one time, as unitedly 
as if on one pair of wings, and the children 
said it meant they were all of one mind, and 
were agreed. They looked very pretty; 
their breasts were so plump, and the white 
showed so prettily under their soft wings, 
and they let their yellow legs hang when 
they flew, just as though they were floating 
on water. It must be a hard-hearted boy 
who could steal np slyly and shoot such a 
harmless and beautiful bird as the wild 
duck is. 

In the swamp, where the pond-lily leaves 
lay on the still water, and where the fringe 
of wild cabbage hemmed in and hid the size 
of the pond, there seemed to rise up from it 
a great little concert of wee frog music. The 
girls said that was the old creek frogs’ nur¬ 
sery, where they kept their babies till they 
were big enough to be taken into the deep 
water in safety. 

But the concert among the big frogs in the 
creek was the most amusing. An old, hoarse¬ 
voiced fellow squatted his fat, tough body on 
the side of a slanting stone, over in the 
creek, and sang dolorously through his nose. 


Another crawled out of the mud, ten rods 
above, and sang alto; there wasn’t much 
ring to his voice, but he did the best he 
could. Across the creek, in under the end of 
an old canoe, that lay half rotted and over¬ 
grown with a rank, brambly, bristling vine, 
peeped out a dark-green head, that split 
itself half open in pouring forth a strain 
that, in frogdom, would be pronounced 
ecstatic. The girls said he was an old bach¬ 
elor who lived by himself; that the German 
family in the village had eaten his betrothed, 
and bis heart was broken, though his lute 
was inspired. 

A whippoorwill alighted on the old buck¬ 
eye, and broke out into a plaintive song. 
The children all kept still and listened. They 
bad never been so near to one before, al¬ 
though they frequently alight on house lops, 
and roof trees, and garden palings. The 
song was pitiful, and maybe thAt was what 
made Abe say, 

“ O, Hattie, do let me just whiz a stone up 
into the tree, and scare him. You see he 
don’t know that there’s anybody about—it 
would be so funny.” 

Hat turned her head, and whispered, in a 
solemn, motherly way, her disapproval, in 
the earnest words, 

” Why, you—Augustus Abraham!” 

” He needn’t be so particular to punctuate, 
just for us,” said Sally, laughing. ‘‘ Do yon 
see? he puts in a comma after whippoorwill, 
every time; and once in a while he dabs 
down a semicolon, or a dash.” 

And then the girls got to laughing. When 
one is close to that kind of a bird, a little 
cluck can be heard between notes, and it 
was this to which Sally referred. It is really 
quite like punctuation. 

When it began to grow dark, the fireflies 
came flitting about among the bushes, just 
like real sparks. O, they did look so pretty. 
Their flight sometimes would make a glow¬ 
ing thre^, that was like a fine streak of 
flame, or harmless lightning. 

At last the boys started home, but very 
tardily; the fishing was good, and they bated 
to leave it; but Diddle said they all needed 
their good suppers of bread and milk. They 
had thirty-nine flsh, altogether. That was 
very well, because they did not flsh all the 
time; they had stories to tell and stories to 
listen to. They were very happy, after hav¬ 
ing spent such a pleasant and profitable 
afternoon together, and they resolved to go 
again, the next Saturday afternoon. Maybe 
I will tell about it, sometime. 
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BED TIME “Yes,” said mamma, “I think she would 


BY FANNY M. BARTON. 

Come hither, my little ones, 
Hi|hcr to me; 

The stars are out, and the moon 
Bides full and free. 

The birdies are fast asleep, 

In the linden tree ; 

Come hither, my little ones. 
Hither to me. 

I heard the motherly hens. 

An honr ago, 

Stepping up and down the walk. 
Stately and slow, 

Say to the downy heads. 

Plain as could be, 

“ Come hither, my little Ones, 
Hither to me.” 

p 

Come hither, my pretty one, 
Hither to me; 

All little thlugs are asleep, 

On land or sea; 

Some on no mother's breast 
May pillow the head, 

Yet they all sweetly sleep; 

God puts them to bed. 


TOMMY’S BIRTHDA.Y PARTY. 

BY PBUDT. 

“A regular party, you know, Tommy,” 
said mamma, dipping her gold pen, and 
smootliing down the sheet of note paper be¬ 
fore her. 

“Yes, I know,” said Tommy, who was 
sliding down the arm of the lounge ; “ you 
have tickets like you do to the musement to 
see the monkeys.” 

“These are the tickets,” said mamma, 
showing Tommy a pile of dainty little notes, 
on pale rose-colored paper, with a splendid 
great B at the top. “Now you must tell 
me the names of the people you want to in¬ 
vite, and I’ll put them on the envelopes.” 

Tommy gave one last slide, and came and 
stood by his mamma. 

“ May I sell the tickets ?” he asked eagerly. 

“O, we don’t sell them,” said mamma, 
** these are invitations^ and you send them to 
the people.” 

“ I flnk they’d ought to pay,” said Tommy. 
“ Nobody can’t come to my party ’thout 
they pay.” 

“ Well,” said mamma, “ never mind that 
now; who shall I put down first?” 

“ We-e-11,” said Tommy very deliberately, 
“le’s ask grandma.” 


like to come.” 

“ An’ Mr. Mike, down to the grocery. He 
gaved me a stick of candy oncet, for nothing.” 

“But Tommy,” said mamma, “this is to 
be a children’s party, and you mustn’t invite 
grown folks.” 

“ Mustn’t I ?” said Tommy. “ Well, I 
wlsh’t I knew that boy’s name that sold me 
that red ink; I wouldn’t ask him, would 
you, mamma?” 

“ No, you must only ask people of your 
acquaintance. There’s Callle Trumbull, and 
Oracle Dean, and Sidney Lush, and Charlie 
Howard; you want them, don’t you?” 

“Yes, and, and, BiELy; I’m ’qualnted of 
him, I guess I wouldn’t ask Billy, would you 
mamma?” said Tommy, watching his mam¬ 
ma’s face like a wary politician. 

“No,” said mamma decidedly, “you can’t 
ask Billyand then she made out the list 
herself. 

That very afternoon mamma and Tommy 
went out in the carriage to deliver the invi¬ 
tations, which to Tommy was no small part 
of the pleasure. John drove from house to 
house, and w hile mamma sat in the carriage. 
Tommy ran up the steps, rang the bell, and 
left his invitations. He was very firm in his 
conviction that he ought to ask twenty-five 
cents for a “ticket,” but finally yielded the 
point, when he found he must. 

It was to be areal sensible party, for Tom¬ 
my’s mamma was a great deal too wise to 
rob the little children of their bright eyes and 
rosy cheeks by keeping them out of their 
beds and feasting them with dainties, hours 
after they should have been asleep. So the 
invitations were all given for three o’clock, 
and as it was charming summer weather, the 
tables were spread in the yard, under the 
shade of the great oak trees. 

Even before three, some of the impatient 
little guests made their appearance, the first 
clang of the door bell sending Tommy into 
an ecstasy of delight. 

“ I don’t want you to untertain my comp’- 
ny,” he said to mamma, and forthwith took 
his position in the parlor, with only little 
Totty to help him receive. Totty wasn’t 
much of a talker, and at the very first arrival 
she hid behind a big easy chair, from which 
her lovely little golden head peeped out Uke 
a wee birdie from a nest. 

Grandma was taking a nap after her long 
ride from the farm; mamma and Aunt Alice 
were busy with the bouquets and wreaths for 
the table; so for a while the children were 
left to themselves, and sat In state around 
the room, looking shyly at each other and 
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talking in solemn whispers. Little Joey 
Webster made a sudden plunge from his cor¬ 
ner, and said “ Boo!” to Totty, which caused 
a small giggle in the company, but his sister 
Nell held up her finger and cried “Sh-sh 
Joey,” as if they had been at a funeral. I 
don’t know how long this would have lasted 
if Robbie Marsh had not brought his new 
jumping jack in his pocket, and pulled It out 
and set it going. There was a rush for Rob¬ 
bie’s corner, and in a moment the whole 
company of prim little people were laughing 
and talking merrily. Then more children 
came, and more and more, till they swarm¬ 
ed all over the house, and out into the yard, 
and you would have thought a troop of 
fairies had taken possession. What do you 
suppose they played ? Well, there were two 
swings with basket chairs, so that nobody 
could fall out, and there was a new croquet 
set, and then Uncle Jim was perfectly splen¬ 
did. Why, he and Aunt Alice knew more 
games than ever were heard of, and I do 
believe they made some of them up on pur¬ 
pose. So they romped and laughed and had 
a real jolly time, all but two or three poor 
little things, whose mammas had dressed 
them up so very nicely they did not dare to 
stir for fear of spoiling their beautiful clothes, 
or staining their white satin slippers. 

They were playing “King Charles’ Troops ” 
when papa and mamma came to say that 
supper was ready. Uncle Jim began to mar¬ 
shall them two and two, when Tommy stoutly 
objected to taking the lead with little Totty. 

“ I want to go with my freaw,” said Tommy. 
“ Lulu Taylor said we must go with our 
beaux; mamma, mamma, who is my beau?” 

Callie Trumbull volunteered to go with 
Tommy, and as she was the biggest girl there, 
he finally consented, and soon the happy com¬ 
pany was ranged on either side of the long 
table, looking with eager eyes at the won¬ 
derful pyramids of pink and white ice-cream, 
the great luscious strawberries glowing in 
their crystal dishes, the biscuits and the 
sandwiches, the tarts and the cakes without 
number, the nuts and candies and raisins. 
The children behaved grandly, every blessed 
little soul of them, much better than I have 
seen grown up children behave on such occa¬ 
sions. 

One tiny little morsel of a girl, whom Uncle 
Jim was helping to strawberries, asked, in 
a quivering whisper, 

“ Mr. Bancroft, when does it let outr^ 

“What?” asked Uncle Jim, not quite 
understanding. 

“ O, the party, when does it let out ?” said 
the midget. 


[May, 

“O, you can stay just as long as you 
please,” said Uncle Jim. 

“ Goodey I then I mean to stay most all 
night,” laughed the little girl. 

When the children were eating their nuta 
and candies, somebody put lit^e Dot Leon¬ 
ard up on the table, and she stood up as 
straight and stiflf as a candy image and said 
some funny little verses about Tommy, and 
everybody laughed and clapped their hands, 
and made a great fuss over Dotty. 

“ You ought to make a speech. Tommy,” 
said Uncle Jim. 

“ What shall I say it about ?” asked Tom¬ 
my, who rather liked the idea; “ I know 
Humpty Dumpty, and another verse.” 

“O, you must thank the children for 
coming to your party, and say you hope they 
have had a good time,” suggested Uncle Jim; 
and then he put Tommy on the table very 
quickly, for fear mamma would interfere, 
and Tommy looked about him like a lord, 
and began, 

“ Fank you very much for coming to my 
party, but you couldn’t come ’thout I sended 
you the tickets. I’m glad you had a good time, 
and if there’s any ice-cream left ray mamma’s 
goin’ to send some to Billy. My papa buyed 
the birf-day cake to the city, but mamma 
and Aunt Alice made all the rest, and 
squirted the crinkles round the edge wid a 
squlrter full of frostin’. That’s all. Take 
me down. Uncle Jim.” 

Mamma scolded Uncle Jim, but she laugh¬ 
ed, too, and I know she thought it was 
funny. 

By and by the carriages began to come for 
the little folks, and a few of the more inde¬ 
pendent went off alone. 

“ Don’t you want some of the older ones 
to go with you, Harry ?” asked papa, as a 
little fellow came up to take his leave. 

“ O, no,” said Harry. “ Why I ain’t afraid 
when it’s as dark as a pitch.” 

But presently the little hero came back, 
saying, in a confidential whisper, 

“ Mr. Bancroft, I am kinder Afraid of June 
bugs,'' so he waited for company. 

When they were all gone, and Tommy 
stood at the door watching the last carriage 
whirling down the street. Uncle Jim picked 
him up and asked, 

“Well, Tommy Trotter, how do you like 
birthday parties ?” 

“I fink its nice,” sighed Tommy, wearily 
laying his head on Uncle Jim’s shoulder. 
Presently he lifted it up to say, with sudden 
animation, 

“ Uncle Jim, wouldn’t I had lots of money 
if they’d all paid ?” 
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MAY FLOWERS. 

BT ELLBN PORTER CHAMPIOM. 


Where clinging mo?8e» creep, 
Where winter berries peep. 
From earth’s brown bosom. 
Oft, ’neath half-melting snow, 
Tlie timid garlands grow. 
Daintiest blossom. 

All vain their hiding hei^, 
Curtained by leaflets sere 
From mortals' knowing. 

For odors sweet betray 
Haunt of each blushing spray; 
Incense on breath of May, 

To heaven going. 


EATING SALT. 

BY MRS. FANNIE R. FEUDOE. 


In Western Asia, one who eats of a chief¬ 
tain’s salt, is ever after entitled to his friend¬ 
ship and protection. 

In Eastern and Southern Asia, the same is 
true of the betel or Areca nut, a highly 
astringent fruit, that is chewed with tobacco, 
chundm and seHe leaf, by all classes and both 
sexes, from morning till night, without inter¬ 
mission, except at meal times. Whenever a 
neighbor steps in, or even a stranger calls, 
he is always invited to partake of the betel, 
handed around by the host or hostess; and 
one who has thus partaken, need never fear 
treachery or injury of any sort from his host. 
Neither would the guest, if an oriental, ever 
so far violate the usages of his country, as to 
wrong, in the slightest particular, the man 
whose hospitality he had shared. Having 
eaten together, they are henceforth bound to 
each other in indissoluble bonds of sacred 
fHendship. 

It is thus very easy for a stranger or trav¬ 
eler to secure the protection of tlie rulers of 
oriental lands, by presenting himself at the 
chieftain’s table, taking shelter under his 
roof, and atcepting the hospitality which is 
always ahd everywhere, throughout the East, 
proffered to strangers and foreigners. To 
such an extent is this principle carried by the 
Arabs and some other nations, that even if 
a dumb animal were to take refuge under the 
shade of their tents, they would esteem it 
dishonorable to yield it up to its pursuers; 
while blood is often spilt, and wealth squan¬ 
dered like water, in the maintenance of this 
obligation. 

A story is related of Bah ram Goo, after¬ 
ward king of Persia, which serves to illus¬ 
trate how deeply interwoven with the strong¬ 
est impulses of an Arab’s nature, is his sense 


of obligation to protect, with his very life, if 
need be, whatever has fled to him for refuge. 
Prince Bahram, while a young man, passed 
much of his time in Arabia, roaming over its 
deserts and plains, and occasionally seeking 
amusement in the chase. He, one day, while 
thus engaged, encountered a doe, so wonder¬ 
fully swift of foot, that the Prince, though 
mounted on an Arab steed of remarkable 
fleetness, could never get within shot of her. 
The chase lasted for several hours, till the 
poor, frightened animal, faint with heat, and 
half dead with fatigue, fled in despair to an 
encampment of Arabs, and cowered down in 
one of the tents. Her pursuer followed at 
full speed, and reining up at the door of the 
tent, called to the occupant to give up the 
deer. 

“The arrow that is now set in your bow, 
must first go through my heart,’’ said the 
indignant Arab; “and even then, you will 
scarce escape the vengeance of my people. 
You may take my horse that stands outside 
the door, if you will, or anything else that 
belongs to me; but not a hair of this doe 
shall you touch whilst I live to protect her. 
When did an Arab ever betray Ms guest /’’ 

And looking scornfully upon the man who 
had supposed him capable of such an act of 
baseness, the indignant Arab folded his arms, 
and in sullen silence awaited the result. 

Prince Bahram, recollecting the habits of 
the people, and admiring the courage and 
humanity of the hospitable chief, turned away 
and departed without any further effort te 
obtain possession of the doe; and when he 
afterward succeeded to the throne of Persia, 
he sent for this Arab, and placed him in a 
position of honor near his own person, feeling 
assured that one who would so nobly defend 
the rights of a dumb animal, might well be 
trusted with weightier responsibilities. 

A still more remarkable instance of the re¬ 
straining influence of this custom, and the 
disgrace that would attach to its non-observ¬ 
ance, has been related to me. 

A Persian robber having effected an en¬ 
trance to the palace of his sovereign, collected 
a large quantity of valuables with which he 
was about to decamp, when his foot accident¬ 
ally struck against something that lay in his 
way. Pausing, he stooped and picked up the 
article, which felt cold and hard to his touch; 
and being unable, in the dim light of the 
kitchen hall through which he was passing, 
to see what it was, he raised it to his lips to 
ascertain. His rage and disappointment may 
be Imagined when he found it was a lump of 
salt he had so unguardedly tasted. Having 
thus partaken of salt under that roof, he rc- 
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THE LANTERN FLY. 

BY GERALD NORTH. 

Almost all our little readers have seen, on steady li^ht just revealing to close observa- 
warm summer nights, the meadows fairly tion the dusky little traveler. He seems a 
flashing with the tiny lights of ihyriads of sober, steady fellow, and always has the air 
flre-flies—lightning bugs,” we youngsters of being on his way home from some benev- 
used to call them. And many of you have olent association, not at all like the giddy, 
seen the humble little glow-worm, creeping dancing flre-flies, who are evidently out on 
quietly along in the grass, with his soft, a lark. 
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garded himself as pledged, by the laws of where they w’ere found in the morning, by 
hospitality, to inflict no injury upon any of the astonished household. Long afterward, 
its inmates; and he departed empty handed, the robber revealed the w’hole story to his 
as he came, leaving all the valuables he had prince, who received him into his service, 
so carefully collected, piled up in the hall, and kept him ever after, near his person. 
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Wonderful stories are told of the fii^eflies 
of some tropical countries, that have such a 
dazzling splendor, that the ix)or folk use 
them as lamps, and the fine ladies wear 
them as jewels on their ball dresses, and they 
even tell of a hard-hearted bird that sticks 
them for gas-lights on the mud walls of its 
nest. 

Most w'onderful of all this class of insects, 
is the lantern fly, a native of South America, 
which has a most remarkable, and, one 
would think, inconvenient head, being equal 
in length to three quarters of its body. But 
this seemingly awkward appendage serves 
the winged traveler as a veritable lantern, 
from w'hich, at certain seasons of the year, he 
can send out such streams of phosphorescent 
light, that the rich valleys of Guiana are 
illuminated as if by lightning flashes. This 
property of the lantern fly was first discov¬ 
ered by a lady, M’lle Sybille de Merian, 
whose book on the “ Insects of Surinam ” 
has been published in three different lan¬ 
guages. She was a native of BAle, and was 
the daughter and sister of celebrated engrav¬ 
ers. She w’as full of enthusiasm for the 
study of natural history, and left Germany 
to visit the magnificent collection of plants 
in Holland, many of which she painted with 
admirable skill. Finally, at the age of fifty- 
four, she set out for America to study the 
marvels of nature in the tropical regions, 
where they display the greatest splendor. 

During the two years of her residence at 
Surinam, she mkde a large collection of 
drawings and paintings, and was the first to 
introduce art into natural history. 

If the young girls^ who complain of having 
nothing to do that is worth living for, would 
read her beautiful book, they might learn 
from it how much they might accomplish 
with the time that is either unoccupied, or 
devoted to useless employments. To study 
nature ought to give more satisfaction, and 
certainly is more ennobling to the mind, 
than doing a little poor embrolderj'. Here 
is what our Sybille says of the lantern fly. 

“ Some Indians having one day brought 
me a great number of lantern files, I shut 
them ip a large box, not knowing then that 
they gave light at night. Hearing a noise, I 
sprang out of bed and had a candle brought. 
I very soon discovered that the noise pro¬ 
ceeded from the box, which I hurriedly 
opened, but, alarmed at seeing emerging 
from it a fiarae, or, more correctly, as many 
flames as there w'ere insects, I at first let it 
fall. Having recovered from my astonish¬ 
ment, I caught all my Insects again, and 
admired this singular property of theirs.” 


SING, BIRDIE. 

BT DAVID D. HUDSON. 

Birdie in the apple tree, 

Where the rosy blossoms swing, 

Sing a pretty song to me. 

Sing, birdie, sing. 

Sing about your little nest. 

Just as round as any ring, I 

Made to fit your little breast. 

Sing, birdie, sing. 

Sing about the freckled eggs. 

Sheltered ’neaih your speckled wing; 
Four such smooth and cunning eggs. 

Sing, birdie, sing. 

Sing about the baby birds, 

Wh5*::h some sunny day will bring ; 

Tell me all the pretty words 
You will sing your baby birds. 

Sing, birdie, sing. 


MAY HAMILTON’S PIANO. 

BY OLIVE THORNE. 

“I don’t believe there’s anything in the 
whole world so hard as learning to play on 
the piano!” exclaimed May Hamilton, 
throwing herself on to the lounge, and look¬ 
ing just ready to cry. 

“Is it particularly hard to-day?” asked 
mamma. 

“Well, no; only I w'anted to learn that 
new piece to play in school to-morrow, and 
I’ve practiced till I’m tired, and I can’t get 
it perfect.” 

“You haven’t practiced It as long as the 
men had to practice, who made your piano,” 
said grandpa, quietly. 

“ Why, do men have to practice ? asked 
May, incredulou-sly. 

“ Of course they do. You don’t suppose a 
man could make such a Ijcautiful thing as. a 
piano, without years of practice, do you? 
Anyone who does a thing well, head work, 
or hand work, has to practice a long time. 
You’re merely educating your fingers.” 

“ Well, I never thought of that,” said May, 
“but I do believe it’s harder to learn to 
play, than to learn to make one.” 

“ That’s because you don’t know how hard 
it is to make one, while you do know how 
hard it is to play,” said grandpa. “Can you 
form any idea now% of how many men and 
machines have worked, years, that you 
miirht have a perfect piano?” 

“ I guess—about—a hundred,” said May, 
determined to guess enough any way. 

Grandpa smiled. 

“Let’s see if we can find out,” he said. 
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“ by beeing the different operations it goes 
tlirough, and the things it is made of.” 

“It’s made of wood,” said May. 

“Yes, partly ; how many kinds of w’ood do 
you imagine are in it?” 

“ Perhaps two or three,” answered May. 

“There are nearly twenty different kinds 
of wood,” said grandpa, “ and only one or 
two of them grow in our country.” 

“ Where do they grow ?” asked May, aston¬ 
ished. 

“ All over the world, from Norway to 
Brazil.” 

“ I don’t see why they have to get so many 
kinds of wood,” said May. 

“ Probably not,” replied grandpa; “ but the 
nien who have been practicing so many years, 
have found that the wood used for the cover, 
won't do for the keys, and the wood put into 
the frame, would be utterly unsuitable for 
the soumling board. By thousands of trials 
they have found out exactly what kind 
of wood is best for each part. Now, May, 
you must remember that each of these 
twenty kinds of wood, has to be cut 
down, in the country where it grew% sawed 
into boards or planks, hauled to the sea 
shore, and sent by vessels to our country.” 

“ Tliat would use up the hundred men, I 
gue»s,” said May. 

“ Yes, and even then it isn’t ready for use. 
It has a long process of drying to go through. 
They pile the boards up, and leave them for 
years.” 

“ They must be dry enough then,” said 
May. ^ 

“ Indeed they’re not. They liave to spend 
four months in a tlery place, called a steam 
drying room, to take out the last spark of a 
desire to warp. But there’s something else 
in your piano besides wood.” 

What else?” asked May. 

“Well, in the first place, there’s leather. 
There arc nine or ten kinds of leather 
used.” 

“ O, grandpa!” 

“It’.> true, and I can show them to you. 
Now nine or ten animals, buffaloes, calves, 
seals, and so forth, have met their deaths, 
for your pleasure. Nine or ten hunters have 
been fitted out with guns, and other w^eap- 
on». have gone out, killed their animals, 
taken off the skins, dried them, and sold 
them to the leather maker. The leather 
maker has cured, and tanned them, and sold 
them to the piano maker.” 

“O dear! how many, many men you 
have told, grandpa!” 

“Yes, and now we have only got to the 
metals.” 


“Metals!” said May, with dismay. 

“ Yes, there arc five or six metals. Each 
one must have taken a small army of men, 
to get the ore out of the ground, melt it up, 
separate it from rocks and dirt. Tlien come 
the iron founders, the brass workers, the 
wire draw'crs, the copper men—I can’t even 
guess how many.” 

“ That must be all, grandpa.” 

“ Do you think so ? Where’s the felt to 
cover the hammers, the woolen cloth?” 

“O grandpa!” interrupted May, “are all 
those in ?” 

“ Yes, and you must remember the woolen 
cloth comes from wool on a sheep’s back, 
and goes through, I don’t know' how many 
hands, before it gets into cloth.” 

“Well,” said May, “I don’t believe we 
shall ever be able to count the men.” 

“ Nor I,” said grandpa, “ especially as we 
haven’t got all our materials together.” 

“ What! not yet ?” 

“ No ; do you want w'ooden keys to your 
piano ?” 

“ Indeed I don’t.” 

“ Then we must have elephant hunters, 
and the ivory brought to our piano factory; 
and glue, and beeswax—you’d count the 
bees as workmen, wouldn’t yon ?” 

“ Of course,” said May, laughing. “ What 
a funny idea!” 

“Then, to go on with our list, there’? 
emery, oil, putty, powder, and lots of other 
things that I can’t remember.” 

“ I think you can remember enough,” said 
Mrs. Hamilton. 

“ But w hen all these materials are cut, 
and gathered, and curpd, and melted, and 
drawm, and woven, and spun, and got into 
the factory, the real piano making is not yet 
begun. In large factories, there are five or 
six hundred men, and machines that do the 
w'ork of five or six hundred more. There are 
steam engines doing the work of two or 
three hundred horses. And all these men, 
and all these machines, can only make ten 
pianos a day. ” 

“O dear! what a sight of work it IsP 
exclaimed May. 

“Yes,” said mamma quietly, “I think it 
is harder than to learn a new piece to play, 
even.” 

May blushed a little, and grandpa went on. 

“Did yon ever notice how' the piano i? 
built inside ?” 

“ No,” said May, “ I never did.” 

“Well, let us open it.” And grandi>a 
went to the instrument, lifted the covi r and 
rested it back against the wall. 

“ There May, at the bottom of the case is 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



1G3 


The Little Corporal Magazine. 


1871.] 

a frame of planks glued together very solid 
and tight. It is four or live inches thick, 
and is made so strong to endure the terrible 
pull of the wires.” 

“ Do the wires pull ?” asked May. 

‘‘ I should think they did ; they would pull 
that iron frame to bits in an instant, but for 
the wood to which it is screwed. The iron 
frame, you sec, is quite thin, and, by the 
way, it is a great deal of work to get this 
frame ready. It has to be east, and then 
lots of holes bored in it, then Japanned, and 
then baked.” 

‘‘ Baked ! grandpa,” exclaimed May. 

” Yes, baked ; you didn’t think your piano 
had been baked, did you ? Then it is bronzed 
and. gilded. Over that, you see, is the 
sounding board, the most important thing 
in the whole instrument.” 

‘‘Somebody calls it the ‘soul of the 
piano,’ ” said Mrs. Hamilton. 

“ It is a thin piece of wood,” said grandpa, 
** right under the strings. And then comes 
the action. That’s the machinery by which 
the little hammers are made to strike the 
wires. Strike one. May.” 

May struck a key. 

‘‘ Did you sec that little hammer fly up, 
hit the wire a tap, and then go back ?” 
asked grandpa. 

‘‘ Not very w'ell,” said May. 

‘‘I’ll touch a key, while you look in,” 
said mamma. 

So mamma sat down, and touched one 
key after another. May stood looking in, 
perfectly delighted to see the busy hammers 
each striking its own wire, and then drop¬ 
ping back.- But w hen Mrs. Hamilton played 
a tunc, with l)oth hand.s, and set the ham- 
naers to w’orking rapidly, Afay fairly screamed 
w'ith laughter. 

“ How they do jump around! I never 
knew that’s the way they fly up when I'm 
playing!” 

“Even when the works are all in,” said 
grandpa, closing the piano at last, and going 
hack to his arm chair, ‘‘ it isn’t near done.” 

“ Why, what more Is there ?” asked May. 

“ It has to be polished.” 

“ That don’t take long, docs it!” 

“ It takes months; because they want to 
get such a beautiful polish, and one th.at 
will last forever. Fir.st the case Is made 
smooth with sand paper. Then it js var¬ 
nished, and left eight days to harden. Next, 
a workman takes a tool and scrapes off all 
the varnish, except what has got into the 
pores of the wood.” 

“ What’s that for, grandpa ?” 

“ To make a good, solid foundation for the 


polish. Then it is varnished again, and 
again scraped off. Then it is varnished 
again, and not scraped off this time, but 
allowed eight days to harden. After this, it 
is varnished four or five more times, each 
coat having eight days to dry. When all is 
done and dry, the workman finishes it up 
with his bare hands.” 

“ I shouldn’t think that w'ould polish it.” 

‘‘ Well, it does, and better, as a finish, than 
anything else. I don’t believe you can guess 
how many different trades there are in mak¬ 
ing parts of the piano.” 

“ I know I can’t. How many are there ?” 

“ There are over forty. If you had lived 
when Mrs. Washington was a little girl, you 
wouldn’t have had such a splendid piano as 
you have.” 

“ W^hy not, grandpa?” 

“ Because they were not made. The best 
they could make then was called a ‘spinet.’ 
The strings were struck by pieces of quill„ 
instead of hammers. It had but few octaves,, 
and its case was rough and unpolished.. 
The legs were square—in the kitchen table- 
style—and the sound was simply a horrible- 
twang.” 

“I’m glad 1 didn't live then,” said May^ 
“I’d rather have a piano.” 

“If yon had lived in Queen Elizabeth’s, 
time, you would have been still worse off. 
She had only what was called a * Virginal.’ 
And it was merely a box of strings, on four 
legs. Yet it was the best Queen Elizabeth 
had. It has taken hundreds of years, and 
thousands of experiments, to make the 
piano.” 

“ Well grandpa,” said May, laughing, yet 
blushing, too, “ I guess I’ll have to own up, 
that it is harder to make a piano, than to 
learn to play ; and now I’m rested, I guess 
I’ll give it another hour ;” and she seated 
herself and opened her music to practice. 

“I’m sure I shall keep thinking, all the 
time, what a nice dance those poor little 
hammers are having. I wonder if they get 
tired, too ?” 


TOM HUDSON’S MOTTO. 


BY CAPTAIN SAM. 

The city of Chattanooga lies in a curve 
of the Tennessee River, upon pleasant knolls, 
from which one can see long stretches of the 
river ; or, looking south, there is a fine vlew^ 
dovrn the beautiful Chattooga valley. Upon 
every other side, the great hills encompass? 
it, like surly jailers, with “old Lookout 
Mountain” as chief turnkey. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



1G4 


The Little Corporal Magazine. 


[May, 


Between these jjrcat, frowning ridges lie 
pleasant valleys, sometimes very narrow, 
but often widening out so that large, hand¬ 
some farms can be made in them. In nearly 
all of them are pretty brooks of clear, danc¬ 
ing water, singing merrily over gravelly bot¬ 
toms, often zigzaging from side to side of the 
valley, as if unwilling to leave the beautiful 
place. 

How I should like to head a company of 
you boys and girls to go down there on a 
raiding expedition after a merry, good time! 
Wouldn’t we have a good time, though, 
camping out in the woods I What lota of 
adventures we might have, roaming among 
those great, rocky hills, exploring deep 
caves, and tracing to its source, with all the 
zest of Bruce following up the Nile, some 
sw ift-running, mountain stream, with quaint 
Indian name, that here pitches over a sheer 
fall into a dark, quiet pool, and again glides 
swiftly over a smooth, rock bottom, under 
the shade of great trees upon the steep hill¬ 
sides. Then, when evening put an end to 
our rambles and adventures, we would make 
a bright camp Are, and sitting around it, 
soldier fashion, hear long stories of adven¬ 
tures by sea and land, and with laughter and 
singing of old home songs, make the grand 
woods ring again, until it w’as time to turn 
In for the night. Of course, the girls would 
always prefer to sleep in their tent; but we 
bqys, on clear, soil nights, would wrap our 
blankets round us, and bivouac under the 
shining stars. And O, how bright and new’ 
we should feel as we sprang up from our 
pine-straw beds in the morning ! 

It was in one of these narrow, secluded 
valleys that I have referred to, where Tom 
Hudson lived, the hero of the story which I 
gathered from the simple country people 
while in command of an outlying picket 
post near the scene of his exploit. He was 
born and always lived in this quiet, out-of- 
the-w’ay spot. 

Robust and hearty, as all these young 
mountaineers arc, as soon as he could well 
walk at all, he was rambling among the 
great hills that shut in the little valley, 
with his two older brothers, and by the time 
he was ten years old, he could handle a light 
rifle as dexterously as the rest of them. 

But, poor fellow, his happy hunting days 
were suddenly brought to a close. For, one 
day, having shot a gray eagle, it lodged in 
its fall on a ledge aw’ay up on the face of a 
precipitous cliff. Too proud of his achieve¬ 
ment to willingly alfow his game to escape 
him, he attempted to clamber up to the 
ledge. He missed hi^ footing and fell, stun¬ 


ned and maimed, doomed to be a cripple 
and an Invalid for life. Poor Torn, it was 
hard for him to bear. He hade njoyed bis 
wild life among the mountains and woods so 
much, and now it was all, all over. In place 
of the bright, ruddy, sturdy, active lad, he 
was now pale faced, weak, and lame—the 
flash in his dark-brown eyes, the only out¬ 
ward evidence of the tire within him. 

He had hoped to be such a great man ; to 
do so much ; to help everybody whom he 
loved; about which he had often talked; 
but now this was all spoiled, and instead of 
being in a fair way to help cverj’body, he 
W’as a burden, as he fancied, to his friends. 
Though he chafed and fretted a good deal to 
himself, it w as seldom he troubled anyone 
else with his grief. 

His old grandfather was a great help to 
him, and used to say to him, when Tom was 
mourning over his inability to do anything 
of any account, “ Do what you can, Tom ; 
do what you can, and maybe God T1 make 
it of some account.” The old man’s words 
made a deep impression on Tom, so that 
“do what you can” rang in his ears often 
when he felt discouraged and ready to give 
up trying to do anything ; and I suppose, if 
he had been a high-born nobleman, he would 
have adopted the phrase as his motto, and 
have had ‘‘Do what you can” engraved 
upon his signet ring, etc. But as it was, I 
think he did a better thing, in having it en¬ 
graved upon his heart. 

Some time after Tom’s htrt, the railroad 
from Chattanooga to Atlanta was built, and 
passed through the valley close to his home, 
the road getting access to the valley by 
means of a long tqnncl through the moun¬ 
tain. When the trains began to run, they 
were the source of perpetual wonder to the 
simple-minded country folk. None the less 
so to Tom. When he saw the great engine 
for the first time, in all its magnificence of 
shining brass and gaudy paint, it looked like 
the realization of all his ideas of power and 
strength. 

But his misfortune had broken down his 
nerves, so he never dared stand near the 
track w’hen that terrible engine rushed by. 
He could admire it at a distance, and lone 
for some of the pow’er and force in his ow n 
life, of which it seemed to be so full. When 
his two brothers, Ned and Joe, got employ 
ment on one of the trains, one as brakeman 
and the other as fireman, the despair at hb 
own inability to ever aspire to such honor¬ 
able places, almost crushed him. Such 
places don’t seem very desirable to some of 
you boys, but to a simple lad like him they 
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were full of dignity and importance, and 
after Ned and Joe had made their tlrst trip, 
they were considered, by ali tlieir neighbors 
in the valley, to be wonderful travelers. 

Tom was nearly fifteen years old now', but 
he looked much younger, as he had grown 
very little since his hurt. His old grand¬ 
father, his mother, and himself, were all that 
made the little family at home, so he had to 
do many of the little chores about the house 
—chop wood, and feed the pigs, and such 
things—and though everybody hked him and 
pitied him, nobody suspected that he had 
the heart of a hero in him. 

Often and often, when his brothers made 
short visits home, and told over what they 
had seen and done, the longing to be a strong 
man and do something great would come 
over him so that he would go away from 
everybody to hide his heartache. Then it 
was that his old grandfather’s words would 
come to him, and he would come back and 
go to helping his mother about the little 
household things, and do what he could to 
make himself useful. And I say that was 
being a hero. 

Wlien he had nothing else to do, he would 
sometimes go up to the mouth of the tunnel, 
and sitting near there, watch the trains as 
they went in or came out. Sometimes he 
would venture in a little way; but, as I told 
you before, his nerves were affected by his 
accident, and though naturally a brave boy, 
he had grown timid now', and easily fright¬ 
ened, so the darkness and the awful quiet in 
the tunnel w’ould soon drive him out again 
in terror. But for all that it bad a charm 
for him, much like the feeling that you young 
folks have when you hear stories that frighten 
you; but yon always want to hear them again. 
So Tom used to slip into the dark tunnel, I 
suppose, for the same reason. 

One day he was there, and had gone In 
farther than usual, but becoming frightened 
at the fancies which his imagination conjured 
up, he turned round suddenly and hurried 
back toward the opening, when all at once 
a deafening crash roared in his ears, and he 
fell senseless, struck by the outer edge of a 
mass of rock that had fallen in from the roof 
of the tunnel. 

Tom never knew how long he lay there, 
but when he came to his senses, he found he 
was desperately cut about the head, and had 
a great wound in his right leg, from which 
the blood was spurting in little Jets. He 
knew enough to twist his handkerchief 
around his leg above the wound as tightly 
as he could draw it, and so stop this bleed¬ 
ing. This done, he started again toward the 


mouth of the tunnel, but the blood had 
fiowed so long that he was too w eak to get 
along fast, and he was bore from head to 
foot w'ith bruises. He saw* that a great mass 
of rock had fallen, as he climbed painfully 
over it. 

All at once he thought of the train that 
must be nearly due coming from the farther 
end of the tunnel. What if it should come 
before he could get out ? He almost fainted 
at the horror of the thought of being pen¬ 
ned in that dark tunnel, and the great, rush¬ 
ing, roaring train having to go by so close 
to him. You see, as most all of us do, he 
thought of himself first. But what about 
the train, with those great rocks on the 
track? Ho forgot his own danger now in 
dismay at his inability to roll them out of 
the way. Twenty men could not have 
moved some of them, and there was no one 
able to do anything like that within a mile of 
there, and that train must be close at hand. 

“ O, what shall I do ? what shall I do ?’* 
cried poor Tom, as he sank to the ground in 
weakness and despair. 

To add to his misery, it flashed on him 
that this train was the one Ned and Joe were 
on. Then, like an answer to his cry of des¬ 
pair, came the old man’s words to his m)nd, 
“Do what you can, Tom.” Without a mo¬ 
ment’s delay, he crawled over the broken 
rocks again, and started to go through the 
long» dark tunnel to reach the farther end 
before the train should come, and try to 
signal it to stop. His resolution gave him 
strength, so that at first he walked bravely 
on, but his hurts ached horribly, and his 
head grew dizzy. 

He knew he could have reached home 
soon, if he had gone the other way, badly 
hurt though he was, and have got help for 
his injuries. Again he felt the hot blood 
streaming from his w'ounded leg, the exer¬ 
tion having loosened the bandage, but he 
had got now where it was too dark, and he 
durst not spare the time to step and try to 
better it. As the blood flow'ed, he felt that 
his strength went with it; but the most dis¬ 
heartening thing of all was the fear that his 
efforts would most likely be all in vain. But 
he struggled bravely on, “ do what you can, 
do what you can,’’ still ever ringing In his 
ears. The end of the tunnel looked like a 
small, bright spot to him, very, very slowly 
growing larger. All this time he was get¬ 
ting weaker and weaker, but firmer and 
more resolute to reach the end in time, if 
possible. Often he fell on the rough road, 
and at last he became unable to raise him¬ 
self to his feet, but undauntedly he dragged 
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himself aloug upon his hands and knees. 
At last the rays of daylight from the end of 
the tunnel readied him, and spurred his 
flagging strength so that he gained his feet 
and staggered along by the wall, out, out 
into the day. With that he fell, utterly 
exiiausted, unable to raise himself again. 
But now he could see away down the track, 
and the train was in sight, thundering toward 
him, not more than half a mile away. 

“ One thing more,” thought Tom, “ and 
then I’ve done all I can.” No thought now 
of his own danger, lying there on the track. 
He managed to strip off his jacket, which 
was lined with red flannel, and waved it 
above him with all the strength he had left. 
The last thing he was conscious of, was hear¬ 
ing the sharp whistle for brakes, and then 
all was blank. 

The train, which was a well-filled passen¬ 
ger train, was stopped before reaching Tom, 
and thus a terrible accident was prevented. 

But though they all did everything that 
was possible for poor Tom, his life had ebbed 
away through that ugly wound, and he only 
lived long enough to tell those grateful peo¬ 
ple, whose lives he had saved, how ho did it 
all, and then he added, in a low whisper, ‘‘I 
did all I could, and God made it of some 
account.” 

It was this motto on his plain, little tomb¬ 
stone in the quiet valley that first drew my 
attention to his story. And I think, when 
we make our summer campaign down there, 
we shall want to go and plant immortelles on 
bis grave in memory of his noble deed. 

MAUDIE. 

BY EDGAR FAWCETT. 

I somehow do not love the world as well. 

Now that dear Maudic is not here with me. 

1 think the same old sweetness does not dwell 
Anywhere, just as it was used to be. 

Sometimes it seems as If the light wind said. 
When I take walks alone in field or lane, 
^‘Maudle’s asleep, with lilies reund her head. 
Asleep, and will not ever wake again.” 

And sometimes, when a great, gold bee flits by, 
Stranee words seem spoken in his cheerful 
hum: 

^‘The lands are all so glossy trreen. the sky 
So beautifnl; why doesn't Maudie come? 

And often, very often. I have dreams— 

Wide-awake dreams, by day—of how she sees. 
The flashes of the buttercups, the gleams 
Of swallows, and the white-flowered elder trees. 

And that she walks, an angel, by my side. 

And loves me just as in the other holl^^, 

VThen she would call herself my little bride. 

And I would make her wreaths of elder flowers. 


[May, 

THE ONE-STRINGED FIDDLE. 

BT TU08. K. BEECHEB. 

“ Hel-lo I here’s father’s old fiddle, to be 
sure.” 

We were up in the garret. What is a house 
good for, without a garret V 'What is a garret 
good for, unless it has old things in it ? What 
are old things good for, unless you cau go 
and rummage them, and ” oh I” and ” ah!” 
about them, when it comes a rainy day 1 

” Well, well, here’s the old fiddle. Many’s 
the time you have played ‘ Merrily, oh!’ 
and ‘ Hunter’s Chorus,’ and ‘ Poinpey Duck- 
legs.’ I’d been wondering what had become 
of you ; and here you arc I Well, well!” 

By this time the fiddle woke up and began 
to want things. 

“ ‘ Merrily oh?’ Play ‘ Merrily oh!’ Play 
on me! Make me laugh! I want some¬ 
thing. I ain’t happy.” 

“But,” said I, “you are not ready to be 
played on. You have but one string, and 
that is a G string, green and good for nothing. 
There is no ‘ Merrily oh!’ in you, and I can’t 
get it out.” 

“Yah!” yelled the fiddle, “I don’t like 
it. I don’t want to be waked up. I want to 
be happy. Play on me. Make me merry.” 

“ I tell you I can’t play on you. You 
haven’t strings enough. The string you 
have won’t bear tuning.” 

“ Yah I” said the fiddle, like a cross baby. 

So I set the fiddle up on the button of its 
tailpiece, and put the bridge in place, and 
the G string, and, as near as I could guc>» 
without a tuning fork, began to strain it up. 
Throoniy ihroniey thrum^ ihram. And when 
it made a little noise something like music, 
I put the fiddle under my chin, and took the 
old bow and sawed away on the G string, 
playing a slow tune with five notes in it. 

The fiddle was pleased, and said, “Do 
so some more.” 

So I played him again and again. Just as 
you whistle to a baby to amuse him, or tell 
stories to little boys. 

By and by the fiddle snarled out, “ I’m 
tired of that tune. Play something else.” 

“ But I can’t play much on one string,” 1 
•aid. “ If you will have two strings, I will 
play six tunes; but on one string I can’t 
play much.” 

“ Well, I want six tunes,” said the fiddle. 

“ Very well, when you have two strings, 
you can have six tunes; and with three 
strings, sixty ; and with four strings, pix 
thousand—all the tunes in the world. But 
you are nothing but a |K)or, one-stringed 
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Addle now. I can’t do much with you un¬ 
less you have more strings.” 

'“Well, 1 want some more strings,” said 
the Addle. 

At that I put the Addle back into the bar¬ 
rel, and went down stairs. 

*• What was that noise up garret?” asked 
the children. 

“O,” said I, “I was playing on father’s 
old, one-stringed Addle.” 

“ Where is it ? Bring it down,” they said. 

So I told my boy where it was, and let 
him bring it down. And I heard the Addle 
say, “ Now this is something like. I shall 
see something of life. Now I’ll have a good 
time.” 

And as he came into the warm parlor, he 
made a noise on his one string like the purr¬ 
ing of a cat. The Addle was contented for 
as much as a minute, and lay on his back on 
the table, looking round with its four black 
pegs of eyes on each side of its throat, and 
really seemed quiet and satisAed. 

I talked with the children about the tunes 
that the old Addle had played, and as long 
as I talked about it, the Addle purred. Then 
I played the Ave-note tune to the children,- 
and they said, 

“Is that all?” 

Then a young lady sat down at my piano, 
and played a splendid march. And the 
Addle stopped purring, and tried to tw'lst off 
behind a pile of books out of sight, and said, 

“ Play on me. Make noises on me like 
that.” 

“ Why, I can’t,” said I. ” Just see !” 

So I opened the piano and showed the dis¬ 
contented Addle more than two hundred 
strings In the piano, and more than eighty 
hammers to strike these strings. “ You 
haven’t strings enough to sound like the 
piano. You can’t be a piano, if you try.” 

“ Well, what can I be ?” 

“ Only a Addle.” 

“ Am I a Addle now?” 

“ Not much ! You have but one string, 
and that the lowest, the G string. You need 
a D string, and an A string, and an E string; 
and when I have time I will get them for 
you. But nobody can make much out of 
you as long as yo* have but one string.” 

“Well,” said the Addle, “if I can’t be a 
piano, I don’t want to be anything.” 

And snap went the old, rusty, rotten G 
string, and down fell the bridge, and there 
lay the Addle, like a sulky boy that has Just 
thrown his book into the comer, and don’t 
want to be a man. 

“ Well,” said I, “ some of the Anest music 
in the world I have heard from violins. For 


when a Addle has grown up, and has four 
strings, and behaves itself, we call it a violin. 
One string is better than nothing; but if you 
choose to lie there, I can’t do anything for 
you. Here, my son, take it up garret again, 
and put it in the barrel.” 

As they went up the stairs, the sound po^t 
got loose and rattled round in the bowels of 
the Addle, “ I don’t care! I don’t care ! 
I don’t care !” And so the Addle went up 
stairs and was forgotten. 

“ Mamma, what shall I do ? I don’t know 
what to do.” 

“ Don’t you want something to eat?” 

“ No, I don’t.” 

“ Well, do you want to play marbles ?” 

“ I can’t play marbles.” 

“ Well, here, take this towel, and learn to 
sew, and I will give you two cents if you 
hem the towel.” 

“ I don’t want to sew. I ain’t a girl.” 

“ Well, what do you tmnt to do ?” 

“ I want to do something. What shall 
Ido?” 

Then mamma burst out laughing, and said, 
“ You arc nothing but a one-stringed Addle, 
and we shall have to put you in tlie barrel, 
up stairs in the garret, unless you get more 
strings to your Addle. The only things you 
like to do is to eat and sleep ; and when you 
have eaten yourself full, you don’t want 
anything except something more to taste 
good. Now you would better get some 
more strings to your Addle.” 

And the boy opened his big eyes, and said, 
“ Strings to my Addle ? I wish I had ’em.” 

“Well,” said mamma, “reading i« one 
string. When people have learned to read, 
they can enjoy hours and days and weeks 
and years, and have gentle music every 
minute, and be just as happy as the days are 
long. Work is another string. If you learn 
to be a carpenter, ora mason, ora maebinif't, 
or a cabinet maker, and learn to do your 
work well, it will keep you contented ns 
long as you live. Drawing is another string. 
If you learn to draw well with a pencil or 
with a pen, yon can go through life and '*o<‘ 
pictures all day and draw’ them all niirbt. 
Writing is another string. Sewing is another 
string, cooking is another, and making gar¬ 
den is another. Every time you learn to df> 
anything, and learn to do it well, it is one 
more string to your Addle. And when you 
have as many strings as a piano, you will 
have a new tune for every hour in the day. 
But if you have but one string, a G string— 
a glutton string—you will soon get through 
that tune, and there no place for you cx- 
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cept the barrel up garret. The more you 
can do, the happier you will be.’’ 

“For unto everyone that hath, shall be 
given, and he shall have abundance; but 
from him that hath not shall be taken away 
even that which he hath.” 

Smip! goes his one string, and off goes 
the fiddle to be throwm among the rubbish. 
“ I don’t care? I don’t care?” 

Yes, but he does care. For it is better to 
be a violin, full of all music, than a no- 
stringed fiddle, thrown away and forgotten ! 


ART AMUSEMENTS. 

BY MARTHA POWELL DAVIS. 

Number Five.—Wax Flowers. 

A few brief explanations of names given 
by botanists to the difierent parts of a flower, 
will perhaps aid the younger portion of our 
readers to understand Aunt Phebe’s instruc¬ 
tions ; for, although she tries to be very 
plain, and sparing of scientific terms, a few 
are necessary to preserve proper distinctions 
in delineating the parts of a flower. For 
example—when she speaks of leaves, per¬ 
haps some of you may understand her to 
mean the leaves of the blossom, whereas 
leaves properly refer to the foliage of the 
plant, and they are usually green. 

A calyx is the cup enclosing a blossom. 

The divisions of a calyx are sepals. 

The blossom is called the corolla. 

The leaves of a corolla are petals. 

The stamens and pistils or pointals are those 
threadlike parts usually In the center of the 
corolla. 

Tlic dust on top of the stamens is called 
pollen. 

The vessels containing the pollen are 
termed anthers. These are very prominent 
in the lily and tulip. 

Aunt Phebc never knew anyone, she re¬ 
marked, to arrive at much proficiency in 
making wax flowers, unless acquainted with 
the process of sheeting wax. To be familiar 
with this part of the work, enables the artist 
to produce sheets of any required thickness, 
and to color them any desired tint. And 
then the greatest gain is, that scraps may be 
melted over, resheeted, and used to the best 
advantage. Accordingly, the first w'ork, to¬ 
day, was to form wax sheets of many colors. 

For transparent sheets, the ingredients are 
as follows: One pound white w'ax; three 
ounces balsam fir; one ounce sweet oil; and 
one ounce turpentine. Melt and mix thor¬ 
oughly ; add one quart hot water. 

To form sheets, auntie used a cylinder of 


hard wood, very smooth. It looked very 
much like a rolling pin, with one handle 
saw^ed oflf. Before using the cylinder, she 
soaked it well in hot soap suds, and rinsed 
it in clear, cold water; then, while wet, she 
plunged it into the vessel of melted wax 
already prepared, (see fig. 10,) and took it 
out with a quick motion. 

“ Ah! how will she get the wax off?” 
whispered the children, as they saw a com¬ 
plete coat surrounding the cylinder. But as 
auntie ran a penknife close to the lower end, 
and lengthwise of the wood, the question 
was solved ; «nd as the process was repeated, 
the class seemed delighted with the clear, 
white sheets, and the same eager voices 
exclaimed, “How easy! how pretty 1” 

Several students then, in turn, took the 
cylinder, dipping it in the wax, to form 



Fig. 10. 

sheets, to make sure that they, too, “ could 
do the trick.” 

A goodly number of semi-transparent 
sheets were made, as this kind is used for 
most flowers with thin, delicate petals, as 
roses, etc. For tulips, orange blossoms, 
jonquils, and many like flowers, an opaque 
white is needed. For this, add a small por¬ 
tion of flake, or German white, to the melted 
wax, before the hot water is added. In like 
manner, by adding green, yellow, crimson, 
purple, scarlet, carmine, blue, etc., etc., in 
different proportions, you may produce tints 
varied and beautiful, and these colors may 
again be modified by after painting. For 
instance, carmine on a yellow sheet will 
give a very different color from carmine on 
a white sheet. So, with the transparent, 
white, and colored sheets to choose from, 
and a good variety of paints and brushes to 
do your bidding, you may counterfeit almost 
any of nature’s varied hues. 

The Rose is a favorite flower, and contri¬ 
buted largely to the collection the children 
had brought in for imitation, therefore a few 
varieties were selected as guides. The petals 
were counted, and the shapes cut from card- 
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board, with the number of each size marked 
on the pattern. 

At a, figure 11, are the patterns for a rose 
with fifly-flve petals; c is the calyx, and d 
the stamens. 

Several of the class now went to work to 
cut petals. They laid transparent sheets of 
wax on folded newspapers, and with large 
needles, the shapes were traced and cut very 
exactly. 

“ Remember, girls,” said auntie, ” to keep 
the sizes separate, and cut the number of 
each indicated by the figures on the pattern. 
These little brushes will do to paint with, 
and carmine, w'et with aqua ammonia, will 
give you any shade of rose color.” 



Meantime, others of the class prepared 
stems of green wire for the flow'ers and buds, 
and still others cut strips of yellow wax and 
fringed them at one edge, as at d, figure 11. 
The tips of the fringe are dipped in turpen¬ 
tine, and, w’hile wet, into powdered chrome 
yellow. This forms the pollen. 

To give the petals a natural curve, place 
each one, when the paint Is dry, in the palm 
of the left hand, and press it with the right 
fore finger; or, if the petal is pretty wide, 
you may press it with the head of a curling 
pin, in two places, one on each side of the 
center, and toward its upper edge; the latter 
Is best for a half-blown rose. 

To form the flower, curl the unfringed side 
of the yellow wax stamens around the end 
of a green wdre stem. Next place the petals 
on the wire, immediately under the stamens. 


commencing with the smaller ones, then use 
larger, and soon, until the corolla is finished. 
Next the calyx Is put on, which has been cut 
from a sheet of green. 

” How can we make the buds and leaves 
inquired the girls, delighted at what they 
had already accomplished, and impatient to 
learn more. 

Buds are made of wax a little more deeply 
colored than the rose, and formed in a coni¬ 
cal shape on the end of a stem. A few ^all 
petals may be put on, also; then a green 
calyx encloses the bud at the base, covering 
it more or less, as its expansion determines. 
Roses and buds are Ijoth finished with a small 
oval ball of green wax, attached smoothly to 
the low’er part of the calyx. This is the 
seed vessel. 

Leaves of roses are composed of from three 
to five leaflets. Each little leaf is attached 
to a short stem, and these in turn fastened 
to a main stem with thread or silk. To make 
these leaves best, put together two sheets of 
green wax, of different shades, one to corres¬ 
pond with the upper and the other with the 
under side of the natural leaf. Lay patterns 
on, and cut through both sheets; put green 
wires of proper lengths between the double 
leaves, to form the fiber and stem ; press the 
two thicknes.ses flfmly together, and serrate 
the edges. Thorns may be made as already 
described for blackberries. 

Another way, which works well for some 
leaves, especially those more Irregular than 
rose leaves, is to take the exact pattern in 
tin, wood, or leather, and mark each uneven¬ 
ness of seam and fiber. This is easily done 
with leather, as those who have practiced 
leather work well know. ’ Now take of this 
model pattern a plaster mold, in the same 
way as already delineated for fruit molds. 
Then, by the same model pattern, cut a leaf 
from a green wax sheet, lay it in the mold, 
and press the two halves together. The 
irregularities will be marked very perfectly. 
The wax leaf must of course be as thick as 
the pattern. It is best to use two thick¬ 
nesses of wax, and insert a \vire stem be¬ 
tween them. 

Still another way, is to dip the natural 
leaf into melted w’ax. The stems need to 
be strengthened with wire, to make them 
durable, and to do this nicely taxes the 
patience, perhaps, more than other methods. 
Yet I know ladles who keep their parlors 
decorated with beautiful flowers, and who 
prefer this way to any other. It is certainly 
a very convenient way to manage evergreen. 
Well-selected sprigs of spruce, hemlock, fir,, 
cedar, and arbor-vitsp, simply dipped in green 
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•wax, without further trouble, will last for 
years. No green is more beautiful for a 
bouquet; it is particularly useful to mix 
with flowers whose foliage is coarse and 
ungraceful. 

Hyacinths .—“ May we copy from my flowers 
next?” asked little Mary, displaying some 
pots of beautiful hyacinths. “ Would they 
be very hard to make ?” she inquired, 
timidly. 

‘‘ O no,” returned the teacher, “ they are 
■not difficult, although somewhat tedious. 
But many nimble fingers will make the task 
light.” 

So a few flowerets were dissected and the 
patterns taken. The diflferent-sized petals 
are represented at p, /), p, figure 12. Six of 
the two larger sizes and three of the smallest, 
are needed fora full-sized floweret of a double 
hyacinth ; and from twelve to twenty of the 
small flowers are usual. The shapes are cut 
from white, pink, or blue wax. Hyacinths 



Fio. 12. 

are seldom yellow. Curl each petal in imi¬ 
tation of the natural ones, with a curling 
pin ; or, a pencil wJH do. The stems should 
be green, of course, but the tip ends, where 
the corollas are to be attached, should be 
covered with wax the color of the hyacinth. 
For a double flower, no stamens are needed; 
they have all developed into petals. There¬ 
fore, to form each small corolla, place around 
the stem the three smallest petals, then the 
six larger ones, and, thirdly, let the largest 
be placed in the Intervals between the last— 
that is, let them break joints with the mid¬ 
dle row'. Each tier should cover the preced¬ 
ing one at the base, and finally all be rounded 
off nicely. The corolla is put in form by 
carefully bending the petals back. Six small 
petals are enough for buds, and from six to 
nine large ones are sufficient for flowerets 
only partly expanded. 

To fasten the flowers together, make a 
wire stem six or eight inches long, quite 
thick at the base, and tapering until, at the 
top, it becomes considerably smaller. This 
8tem may be formed of several wires, only 


one or two of which extend to the top. 
They must be neatly bound together, and 
covered with green w ax. Commence at the 
top to attach the little flowers, placing the 
least open ones uppermost, and those most 
open at the base. The little stems may be 
attached to the main stalk with cotton 
thread, carefully eoncealing the wrappinp 
with w'ax or paint. 

The OeranUjtm ,—When the hyacinths were 
finished, several hands were raised high, 
waving to and fro Impatiently. 

“Well, what’s w'anting?” said auntie. 

Many claims were then eloquently made. 
Each one had a flower that was thought to 
be prettier than all the others. Some of the 
specimens, however, would have been quite 
difficult to Imitate, at the first lesson, so 
auntie selected five of the easiest ones, and 
the school decided w’hich of these should be 
the favored flower. The geranium owners 



Fio. 13. 


looked quite triumphant, as their various 
specimen flowers were called for. 

The geranium is composed of a number of 
florets, and in this respect resembles the 
hyacinth. Each little flower has five petals, 
marked at g, figure 12. Here let me remind 
the learner that the patterns for petals must 
always be cut longer than w'e find them in 
nature, just enough to give room to fasten 
the wax to the flow'cr stalk. In this pattern 
the dark portion at the base has been allowed 
for that purpose. The geranium calyx has 
five sepals, similar to that of the rose, only 
smaller. The stamens may be narrow strips 
of wax of proper color, and may be drawn 
together or left spreading, as indicated by 
the variety. The colors of this flower are 
various, mingling many shades of carmine, 
vermilion, crimson, orange crimson, scarlet, 
maroon, and white. The buds, in reverse to 
the hyacinth, droop from the base of the 
flower stems. 

An important feature in making the gera¬ 
nium plant, is to imitate the leaves, which 
in different kinds vary much in shape and 
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color, some being variegated and banded 
with bright colors, while the groundwork is 
green. 

The CrocuB of early spring and summer, is 
a beautiful object in wax. It has six petals, 
three stamens, and a pointal. The stamens 
are attached at tlie base to the three inner 
petals. The shape and arangement may be 
seen in figure 13. There are many varieties, 
all very easily counterfeited, care and prac¬ 
tice, with suitable materials, being the only 
requisites. 

Whole plants look best. Several were 
made this afternoon, with leaves complete, 
and placed in pots; and nothing the class 
did, better repayed the labor. 

“ 'Twas a lovely task to mark the hours, 

As they floated in light away. 

By the opening and the folding flowers. 

That laugh to the summer's day.” 


BIRDS AND THEIR WAYS. 

BY MRS. PAKIZADB V. HATHAWAY. 

When the March air is warm enough for 
the robin, the killdeer plover, too, turns his 
flight toward the north. Both usually arrive 
about the same time, often on the same day. 
In the cool, moist nights, as well as by day, I 
hear the plover crying as he flics, “ Killdeer, 
killdeer!” He loves the banks of creeks and 
rivers, and the adjacent lands, and lives upon 
the insects which he finds there. He often 
wades in the shallow waters. I remember 
that once, when the spring floods were high, 
and the water frozen over, a party of these 
birds were seen on the ice. They found 
slippery walking, and when one alighted, 
he often went sliding a long way. Meeting 
with many mishaps, they became greatly 
excited, and gave vent to their feelings in 
screams that sounded full of laughter. 

The color of the killdeer upon the back, is 
brow’n, tinted with green. Beneath, he is 
white with a band of black around the neck 
and another across the breast. The rump 
and^upper tail coverts are rufous. The wings 
and tail are Itrown, black, and white, very 
artistically arranged. 

When the pasque flower opens its blue 
blossoms to the April skies, I love to walk 
on a certain dry hill, and along the little 
stream that skirts it. I am soon saluted by 
shrill voices, crying, “ Chee-ip, chee-lp !’* 
Half a dozen or more killdeers appear, run¬ 
ning hither and thither. The movement of 
the long, slender legs is very rapid and even; 
the body is held stiff and horizontal, and 
seems to glide over the ground. 

A few days later, I meet them in pairs, and 


frequently, on the hill just mentioned, I find 
a couple which run off very quickly, looking 
back occasionally, calling in an anxious tune, 
and evidently expecting me to follow them. 
Ah! I think there is something very pre¬ 
cious in the eyes of the killdeer, near by. 
Walking softly, and looking closely at the 
ground, I proceed in a direction opposite to 
that which the birds have taken. Here is the 
nest, a slight hollow in the earth, scratched 
by the birds, and lined with a few bits 
of rotten wood. In it are four cream or 
buff-colored eggs, spotted with brownish 
black. Their color harmonizes so nicely 
with surrounding objects, that it is one of 
the easiest things in the world to pass the 
killdeer plover’s nest, and not observe it. 
The egg is large, rounded at one end, and 
pointed at the other. The pointed ends are 
all placed downward and inward, and touch 
each other at the center of the nest. Hands 
could not arrange the eggs more neatly. 

Meantime the two birds are running around 
in great distress. They go a short distance, 
then sitting down upon the ground very 
closely, they extend their large, pointed 
wings and splendid tall, and cry “ Chl-r-r-r,” 
and flutter and quiver, as df in the agony 
of death. Occasionally one or both return 
to the nest, and, standing within three or 
four feet of me, I notice that the brilliant 
orange of their eyes, turns almost scarlet 
with the intensity of their excitement. 
When I walk away, the birds run before me, 
often stopping to feign distress. Fluttering 
a few moments, they lie perfectly still, with 
a watchful eye turned upon me. My close 
approach is the si^al for them to spring up 
with a shrill note, and run on as before. 
Having led me to a safe distance, they rise 
Int^ the air, cry “Killdeer!” in a voice of 
exaltation, and return to the nest. 

It is nearly a month from the time the fe¬ 
male begins to set, before the downy little 
chicks appear. In a few hours after their lib¬ 
eration from the shell, they leave the nest, and 
follow their parents. Their backs are gray, 
with a black stripe running down the center ; 
their breasts white, with a dark band acros.s 
the upper part. When running, they often 
raise their stubs of wings, showing the 
downy lining, which is pure white. I have 
seen all four run close together, and the 
raised wings were eight little white plumes 
above their backs. At night, the parents 
each brood a part of the tender nestlings, 
and I have been much amused to sec other 
killdeers run up and put their bills under 
them, in a most tantalizing way, as much as 
to say, “ What have you here?” This teas- 
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ing provokes the male beyond endurance, 
and, starting up, he pursues the intruders 
with his long bill held defiantly straight 
forward. At this they pretend fright, and 
fly away, coining back, however, as soon 
as he is well settled over the chicks again. 

As soon as the young are hatched, all 
signs that the nest has been used, are re¬ 
moved. I have seen them pick up the bits 
of shells, and drop them into the nearest 
water. If any accident befalls the young 
brood, the old birds sometimes return in a 
week or so, and hatch another brood in the 
same nest. 

Late in the autumn, the killdeers fly aw'ay. 
Some of th«se birds winter in the southern 
States, others in South America and the 
islands of the sea. 


THE COBBLER. 

BY C. M. WARD. 

Wandering np and down, one day, 

I peeped in a window, over the way, 

And, putting his needle through and through. 
There sat the cobbler, making a shoe. 

“ Rat-a-tap, tap, 

Tick-a-tack, too; 

This is the way I make a shoe." 

Over lasts of wood, his bits of leather 
He stretches and fits, then sews together; 

He puts his " waxed ends" through and 
through, 

And still, as he stiches, his body goes, too. 

“ Rat-a-tap, tap, 

Tick-a-tack, too. 

This is the way I make a shoe." 

Now with his hammer he giveth a tap 
To the shoe, so Brmly fixed in his lap ; 

His head it goes up, and his head it goes down. 
But on his face there rests never a frown. * 

" Rat-a-tap, tap, 

Tick-a-tack, too. 

This is the way I make a shoe." 

With his little sharp awl then he maketh ahole 
Right thro’ the upper and right thro' the sole; 
He puts in one peg, or he puts in two. 

And chuckles and laughs as he hammers them 
through I 

" Rat-a-tap, tap, 

Tick-a-tack, too. 

This is the way I make a shoe." 

Now with the hammer, and now with the stitch, 
This is the way the cobbler gets rich ; 

For the world he cares never the whisk of a 
broom. 

But all he wants is his elbow room. 

Rat-a-tap, tap, 

Tick-a-tack, too. 

That is the way he maketh a shoe. 


THE LOST DAY. 


BY HENRY GILLMAN. 

The day is gone, like a beautiful bird 
ITiat will never be caged again. 

Never again will its notes be heard; 

And the mist and the darkness bring pain. 
Softer and sweeter it seemed to sing. 

More proudly erect was its crest. 

And brighter the flash of its crimson wing. 

As it flew through the gate of the west. 

Now one speaketh chiding. "Come out of the 
damp! 

The dew falleth heavy," she saith ; 

" Unwholesome the night air blows up from the 
camp 

Where gather the legions of Death." 

My heart is gone with thee, O beautiful day, 

And thoughts are bright wings to me given. 
To follow thee up the golden way. 

That shines like a street in heaven. 


GOD’S ANGELS. 

BY W. O. C. 

One day, I was sitting all alone in my cot¬ 
tage door, tliinking of some angels that I 
knew’ in the Beautiful Land. As I sat look¬ 
ing, there came before me, suddenly, a little 
shining form, like an angel, w ith feathers of 
green and gold. It stood still in the air 
right before me. Its little w'ings moved so 
quickly that I could hardly see them, only 
as they flashed in the light. There the 
beautiful creature stood and looked at me 
with his little black eye, turning first one 
w’ay and then the other. It seemed to me 
like a beautiful little angel. 

"0, it w'as only a little humming bird," 
you say. I know it was; but shall I tell 
you what I thought ? I thought that God 
meant it for an angel, to cheer me; because 
then, my heart w as sad. 


WANTED, A H03IE. 

If all the people in w ant of homes adver¬ 
tised for them, there would be little smee 
in our periodicals for anything else. Have 
you ever scon, in your daily walks, pale, 
galint-looking children wandering about the 
streets, or playing on sunny comers? You 
pitied them, perhaps, and sighed at the 
thought that they were homeless ; that the 
little, tender plants were thrust out of the 
sheltered garden to the open moor, where 
every passing foot might crush them, and in 
the wistful eyes, that looked up to yours, 
you fancied you read " Wanted^ a home." 

But did you ever think that the same 
yearning dw’elt deep down in the heart of 
many a man and woman, whom you meet 
in stately halls, and in richly furnished 
homes ? No home ! J. E. M. 
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THE L ITTLE CORP ORAL. 

An Original Maoazink for BOYS and GIRLS, and 

FOR OLDKR PROPLR WHO HAVK YOl’NG UKART8. 

Alfred L. Sewell, I EniTORs 

Emily Huntington Miller, ) ^ ' 

CHICAGO, MAY, 1871. 

ABOUT FLOWERS. 

“ I spent all day, yesterday, among the 
flowers, and you cannot think how I enjoyed 
it,” said a lady to me, lately. 

I looked at her in astonishment, for she 
was an invalid, who surely could not have 
left her sick bed, even for such a temptation 
as an invitation from Lady Flora herself. 

It was so lovely,” she went on to explain, 
“ with the sun shining in at my window, and 
my pot of primroses and vase of crocuses be¬ 
side my I)ed, that I took my catalogue and 
went all through it, looking at the engrav¬ 
ings and reading about the flowers, and 
marking everything that I meant to have. 
It was just like being in a garden, only I am 
afraid I have selected enough to stock an 
acre, everything seemed so tempting.” 

That is just the w'ay I plan my garden 
every year, when the catalogues are first 
sent out by the seedsmen, and I read their 
summer talk,that sounds all the more delight¬ 
ful because it comes in the midst of our very 
dreariest w'eather. I go from page to page, 
and in ray fancy I fill beds and borders w Ith 
glowing masses of w’onderful color, and train 
upon frames and trellises all manner of grace¬ 
ful twiners and climbers. 

But after all, when it actually comes to 
planting time, I measure my garden beds, 
and I find they are very small; I count my 
spare minutes, and I find they are very few ; 
and so with one regretful and longing look 
at all the beautiful things I meant to have, 
I go back to my old darlings that I feel quite 
sure of, that never once disappointed me, 
and that leave me nothing to wish for, when 
they once put in an appearance. 

I am not at all sure but that these small 
gardens are the most satisfactory. No one 
gets half the possilie pleasure from a garden 
unless it is the w'orkof his own hands. You 
need to watch every step in the beautiful 
process of growth, from the first tiny shoot 
that pierces the soft earth, to the last brave 
blossom that defies the frosts and laughs in 
the face of November. You need a personal 
acquaintance with everyone of your flowers, 
until all their curious ways, their likes and 


dislikes, their friends and their foes, are as 
familiar to you as human peculiarities. And 
the foes are so many, you w ill find that a 
good deal of time is required to keep your 
dainty darlings in order and safety. So my 
advice to you is to be content with a few’, 
and do your duty by them. 

If you have but a few’ square feet, by all 
means cover it first with rich, deep, velvety 
turf. Nothing in all the gardens of the w’orld 
will give you such perpetual satisfaction as a 
smooth, green law’n. Then put in a few' 
flowers sparingly, in clumps or borders, just 
enough to give a touch of color. If you can 
have a little more liberty, choose flowers of 
constant and generous bloom — verbenas, 
petunias, drummond phlox, asters, swee| 
alyssum, mignonette, sweet peas, stocks, 
balsams, candytuft, nasturtiums, and snap¬ 
dragon, from which yon may cut bouquets 
to the very latest day of autumn sunshine. 

But, O you children in the country, w’lth 
great dooryards and roomy gardens around 
your pleasant farmhouses! nb brick walls to 
shade and blight them, no smoke and dust 
to stifle them ; but the cool, sweet winds 
blowing fresh from the wheat fields and the 
spicy woods, and the sky full of sunshine 
overhead ; what wonders can you do if your 
busy little fingers only find out the way ! I 
know you do work wonders. I never ride 
through the country without marveling at 
the way the little children, and their busy, 
burdened mothers will contrive to find time 
and space for flow’crs. You can scarcely find 
the smallest cabin, in the smallest clearing, 
but that somewhere is a gay little border of 
flowers. Sometimes by themselves, w’ith a 
rude paling of sticks and brush to keep aw ay 
the chickens; eometimes smuggled in by the 
side of the necessary beets and onions ; and 
sometimes only flourishing in crocks and 
boxes, and broken-nosed pitchers. And what 
you find in one garden, you w'ill find usually 
throughout a neighborhood ; for flow’er 
raisers arc proverbially generous, and a 
woman who could hardly lend you a quart 
of flour, will divide w’ith you her choicest 
dahlia, or cut you a slip of her pet geranium, 
without hesitation. In this w’ay plants once 
rare have become as common as w’ere the 
sunflowers and hollyhocks and “ bouncing 
Bets” that straggled along the fences of 
almost every country house. 

Flow’ers are good educators and safe com¬ 
panions for children, and the love for them, 
which seems an instinct in every child's 
heart, should be carefully encouraged and 
directed. Give them a few choice seeds, and 
W’ith the directions which any good catalogue 
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contains, children will astonish their parents 
and delight themselves. What if the younger 
ones plant to-day and dig up to-raorrow, and 
“ rotate crops” in a way of their own, from 
pinks to potatoes, and from potatoes to pea¬ 
nuts, all in the course of a few days? No 
great harm is done, and simple digging in the 
dirt is ipfinitely more healthy than frcittiug. 


SOMETHING FOR THE GIRLS. 

I suppose you really love these rough, 
teasing brothers of yours, but don’t you 
think you might show it a little more pleas¬ 
antly ? I can tell you I know all about boys. 
I was brought up in a house full of them. I 
have enough in my own house this very min¬ 
ute to keep things from getting dull and 
stupid. I know just how rough, and noisy, 
and heedless they are ; how they forget to 
wipe their feet on muddy days, throw their 
caps and scarfs on the floor, and leave their 
books in the queerest places, to be hunted 
up in the last minute before school time. I 
know how they whittle on the carpets, paste 
kites on the chair seats, daub the table 
covers with paint, and spill mucilage on the 
bed and bureau. I know how they come in 
with a whoop, and clatter up stairs like so 
many Are engines, the moment the baby 
goes to sleep ; and how they are always leav¬ 
ing the doors open, and cutting, and burn¬ 
ing, and blowing themselves up. But for all 
that we could not spare them from our 
homes very well, could we ? and isn’t there 
something wrong in the family when sisters 
can call their brothers “nuisances?” Yes, 
that’s the very word she used, and Tve re¬ 
membered it these half dozen years, for the 
speaker was a pretty, delicate girl, and I was 
a good deal astonished to hear her say, 

“ A boy in a family of girls is a perfect 
nuisance.” 

The “nuisance” came home from school, 
presently; a hearty, good-natured-looking 
boy of eleven or twelve, whistling “ King¬ 
dom Coming ” with all his spare breath. He 
stopped suddenly as he saw me, and came 
forward, awkwardly enough, to speak to me, 
for he was evidently unaccustomed to meet¬ 
ing company. Unfortunately his foot came 
in contact with his elder sister’s dress, soil¬ 
ing it slightly. 

“ You clumsy thing !” was the Impatient 
exclamation, “you ought to be kept in a 
caire.” 

I looked from the crimson face of the 
“ nuisance,” and tried to fancy how sweetly 
that hi‘'ter would have assured an older gen¬ 
tleman that it was of no consequence at all, 
and was entirely her own fault for takins: up 
so much room. In an arm chair, one of the 


younger sisters was curled up, examining 
with great interest a new magazine. An ex¬ 
clamation of delight brought her brother to 
her side, and he was soon absorbed in the 
engravings, looking over her shoulder. 

“ Wait just a second,” he begged, as she 
was turning a page. 

“O, you always want to see something,” 
said the sister, fretfully. “ I hate to have 
any one look over my shoulder.” 

So it was, from morning until night. There 
was not a place in that house, so far as I 
could see, where the boy was wanted, or a 
person who wanted him ; and I wondered if 
the dear, dead mother knew how it was, and 
whether it would not make her heart ache, 
even in heaven, to see it. If the sisters 
walked, or rode, or sang, or played croquet, 
no one ever said “ Come, Johnny.” And I 
really suppose they thought he did not care 
for their laughing, and teasing, and snubbing, 
just because he was a boy, and was too brave 
to show that he cared. I found out another 
thing, too, and that w'as that the “ nuisance ” 
was very convenient when the pony was to 
be harnessed, the pitcher to be filled with 
cool water, a big bundle to be carried down 
town, or a disagreeable errand to be done : 
yet I never heard any one say, 

“Thank you, Johnny ; it was kind in you 
to take the trouble.” 

No doubt he would have stared if they had 
said so, but I think he would have liked it, 
and I think it would have helped him to re¬ 
member to be polite himself. 

“ Why didn’t you thank that ooy for bring¬ 
ing your hat ?”" I asked of a pleasant little 
girl. 

“ Why,” she exclaimed, “ that’s our Tom!” 
as if that were reason enough for not being 
polite to him. 

“I wish I had a sister,” said a boy to his 
companion, in my hearing. “ It must be so 
nice to have sisters of your own.” 

“ That’s because you don’t know,” said his 
companion. “ I tell you they plague a fellow 
the worst way, and the bother of it is, you 
have to take it, because you know you dare¬ 
n’t lick ’em.” 

That made me think of a little fellow 
whom I once charged with cruelty, for pull¬ 
ing out the long lej^s of a grasshopper. 

“ Don’t hurt him,’’ was his defense ; “ ain't 
a mite of juice in ’em. An’ he don’t squeal, 
nciver—course if it hurt him, he’d say some- 
fin’ ’bout it.” 

These brothers of yours will not always 
say when you hurt them by unkind, careless 
words, but they feel it all the same, and it 
hurts in another way, by gradually chilling 
their love for you, and making them hard 
hearted, and careless of the comfort of 
others. 

I tell you, girls, you cannot atford to lose 
your brothers in this way. You need them, 
and thev need you. Manv a boy has gone 
into bad company, and yielded to evil, de¬ 
grading influences, simply because there was 
no stronger, purer influence at home to draw 
him away from it, and lift him above it. 
Make your brothers your companions and 
friends.' and never be afraid or ashamed to 
show your love for them. 
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Ifrudy^s 


Some of the letters which were left out Inst 
month were n great deal too nice to be lost, so 
Pnidy saved them up. They will do just as well 
now, though most of them are dated In February, 
and now it is the middle of March; yet your May 
Corporal Is nearly printed. Johnnie shall have 
a hearing first. 

Jackson, Tenn. “I am the little Johnnie 
Campbell who subscribed for The Corporal. 
My sister used to take The Little Pilgrim, and 
now I take The Corporal. I have a new little 
sister, who has no name at all, but I want to call 
her •Cn)cus,’ because she came just when the 
crocuses blossomed. They all laughed at me the 
other night, because I said I wondered If Mrs. 
Miller know about our baby. They did not know 
whom I meant, till I told them the editor of my 
Little Corporal, so my ma said she would 
write to you and ask you. I shall be five years 
old soon, and I want the Heavenly Cherub pic¬ 
ture for my little new sister. I forgot to tell 
you that we have seen Mr. Alfred Sewell. He 
came to my papa's home once, with some north¬ 
ern editors.’' 

Prudy commends “ Crocus” for the wee sister, 
only she is puzzled to know how they will man¬ 
age to make a pet name of it. 


Grade Evelyn, of New Haven, sends a list of 
over one hundred words, made from Corporal, 
all fair and legitimate words. This should have 
had earlier mention, but part of Grade’s list 
was accidentally lost, and Prudy hoped to be 
able to find it, and give the exact number. And 
as there is little chance that any one can surpass 
this, we will consider this matter settled. 


dearly, and wish it came every w’eek. We want 
to get three subscribers, so as to get the Koyal 
Kuud to Fortune. Please to print our letter. 

Carrie and Jennie.” 

NoUe. III. “ I have never been to school, and 
cannot write vci*y well, but as I have taken The 
Corporal over three years, I was afraid you 
might think I did not IIkc you verv well. If I did 
not write you a letter, and 1 would not have you 
think that for anything. Sometime I mean to 
write you a real long letter.’’ 

Painettville, Ohio. “ A few' weeks ago our 
beautiful home was entirely burned up, and as I 
am a sick girl, and have been entirely confined 
to my bed for the last two years, I shall want 
some pictures on my wall when we go into our 
new house. If you will send me the Heavenly 
Cherubs I shall be very gl.ad, as I did not claim 
my premium when 1 renewed my subscription, 
i have sent a vowel story on ‘I’ to Private 
Queer's Knapsack, and hope it will win the 
prize.’ 

Minnie will not be disappointed. She has 
learned befon^ this time of the success of her 
vowel story. Prudy saw in the paper the account 
of the burning of Minnie's beautiful home. It 
seems very sad, but the father and mother will 
surely say that their best treasures were not lost 
in the flames. About the same time Prudy learned 
of the burning of a little log house, belonging to 
some poor Swedish emigrants, in which all they 
had in this world, and their three little children 
were consumed. So almost any bod may have a 
worse. 

Now comes another company to join the array 
of workers. 

Winchester, III. “ I earned the money for my 
Corporal by carrying water in harvest for my 
brother John. I have a very nice pig that I mean 
to sell in time for next year. I have a nice colt. 
My father bought me a lialter for it to-day. Do 
please put this in your pocket.” 

Alice, who is seven years old, earned her 
money by picking up chips for her grandmother. 
Mark, by selling papers. Oliver, by grafting 
apple trees and selling them to his father. 

Hebron, Iowa. “ We live away out in western 
Iowa, between two of the greatest rivers in the 
continent. We have six cats, and if our cats had 
not died we should have had lots more. We got 
our money by cutting com fodder. We are liille 
boys, and we hope you will put this in your 
pocket.” 

Prudy has noticed that when people get about 
six cats they are apt to begin todieoflT—the cats, 
not the people. Not more than two could ever 
be induced to live at her house. 


Ch^oa. III. “ As nobody has told about fish, 
I will tell you about ours. My brother Henry 
caught them In the creek. One of them dieef, 
but the other is very tame. It will eat meat out 
of your fingers, ana if you have no meat It will 
nibble your lingers. I take lessons on the piano, 
of my sister Jessie. I am real sorry for that boy 
that lost his arm. I am left handed.” 

Huntington, Conn. “ I am eight years old. and 
Jennie is ten. Our papa died four years ago. 
We live on a farm with mamma and* grandma, 
near the beautiful Honsatonic River. We have 
taken Tun Corporal three years; we love it 


Wilson, N. Y. “My brother has taken The 
Corporal ever since it was published. He pick¬ 
ed up cider apples at a penny a bushel to pay for 
it.” 

DeGraff, Ohio. “Jimmie is my dear little 
brother; he is older than I, but I*am lots the 
biggest. He is real good, and the sw’eetest little 
fellow I ever saw, and I do love him so. Well, 
Jimmie gave his whole dollar that papa gave 
him for a present, and I put in niy money that I 
got for my bantam's eggs, to get The Corporal, 
because yon see we must have it, so as to know 
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what Tommy Bancroft Is doing, and all the other 
nice things. We can both read The Corporal 
this year, but last year we could not.’’ 

Sirringjlild^ Ga. “Enclosed find fl.50, the 
hard-earned raone\' of Charlie and his invalid 
Cou^iu Francis. This little invalid is sick nearly 
all the time, and can walk but little, yet he has 
earned his Corporal for the last three years. 
One year he drove the horse in a sorghum mill, 
earning a gallon of molasses, whidi he sold. 
Another year, when very sick, he had a pocket 
hook given him as a reward for fortitude under 
severe suffering, which he has now sold to make 
out enough to put with his cousin’s. Charlie, 
who is twelve, earned his money one year by fill¬ 
ing husk beds; another, by driving horse for his 
papa; and this year by churning, at five cents a 
time.’’ 

Somehow it seems as if the little soldiers whom 
the great Leader has seen fit to put into the in¬ 
valid corps, here on earth, did have the bravest, 
sweetest, truest hearts of all. Prudy sends her 
love to both these boys. 

Athol. “ I have saved my pennies to send for 
The Corporal. My father nas been dead five 
years, arid my ma does washing to provide for 
me and my little sister.” 

St. Anthony. Minn. “ I have found a word 
which is said to be the longest in our language. 
Will any one who takes The Corporal pronounce 
it, or send a longer one if they can. It is “ an- 
thropomorphitonlanlsmicallatlon.” 

Is that word in common use among the people 
of your town, Katie,’ 

Black ITawk. “ I thought I would write to tell 
yon what I can do. I can make sponge cake and 
biscuit. When my auntie is sick, I can get sup¬ 
per for her. I am nine years old, and I go to 
school, and take music lessons. We have got a 
Swede girl that can’t talk in our language, and 
we had four little pigs, but they all died.’ 

Hebron, Neb. “ We live in a town just starting 
in the wilds of Nebraska, where we don’t see 
much but emigrant wagons. My pa built the 
first house in town, but now there is a hotel, and 
a printing oflice, and several other houses being 
built. I am learning to do housework now but 
in a year or two I hope to go back to Illinois to 
school.” 

IBjfle Park, Pi. “ I can't say that I like Miss 
Prudy very much, for she ju.st throws my letters 
away after she takes out the money, and never 
puts them into her pocket at all. But then I get 
The Little Corporal, and I do like that, so 
here is the money for it. I should have S4*nt It 
sooner, but I had to earn the money first, and I 
go to school.” 

That's most too bad of you, Frank. I can tell 
you Prudy never sees a bit of your money; they 
fake every cent out before they give her the let¬ 
ter. And there's your bit of a scolding right in 
the pocket. 

Payton, Oregon. “ I have looked in your 
pocket for a whole year, and have not seen 
many letters from Oregon, and I have come to the 
conclusion that the boys and girls up here do not 
write, or else Mr. Corporal does not publish them, 
for we have plenty of boys and girls here as 
smart as yon will fliid them'anywhere. I earned 
my subscription money by knitting, and I have 
earned two premiums’ besides. Why does not 
Mr. Sewell tell us about the Mammoth Cave, as 
he promised to do,” 


Fair Haven, 0. “ We had concluded to do 
without our little friend this year, but we miss 
him so much we conclude to begin economizing 
somewhere else.” 

Bedford, 0. “ Our little grandson, Bertie Tay¬ 
lor, two and a half years old, has two grand¬ 
fathers and two grandmothers, three great-grand¬ 
fathers, and three great-grandmothers ; in all ten 
grandparents living. We think this remarkable. 
If any persons can make a better showing let us 
hear from them.” 

Prudy doubts if it can be done. 

Edith and Ellie, from Shineton, W. Va., send 
some very creditable illustrated rebusea, for 
which Private Queer thanks them, but his knai>- 
sack is full to overfiowing, just now. By the 
way, here is a letter for the lYivate: 

“Poor Private Quecrl I knew he would go 
crazy with that vowel game. I feel bad for him. 
Tell him to let me know what asylum he is going 
to, and I will help to support him. Yon must 
help him, Prudy, for the children's nonsense 
never seems to bother you much. I have a little 
four-year-old sister, who called the hail ‘dry 
rain,'^ and when it lightened she asked if Ood 
was ‘ lighting his lamp.' ” 

Emma sends Prudy some greenhouse flowers 
from Nebraska. They have been in the letter so 
long that one cIusUt, which Prudy thinks is 
ageratum, seems to have ripened seed. She is 
going to sow it, and will tell Emma if it grows. 

New Albany, Ind. “Our housefhl of boys and 
girls pronounce The Corporal ‘perfect.* and 
Aunt Prudy ‘splendid,' and their little mamma 
says The Corporal is invaluable to all mammas 
who are like the ancient dame ‘ who lived in her 
shoe.’ ” 

Bee Creek, Tenn. “ Please find enclosed |4i.l6 
for The Little Corporal. Haroer’s Weekly,and 
one box of initial stationaiy. No. 2. initial T. 1 
am a boy of 14 years old, and have taken The 
Little Corporal 4 years, and like it better than 
any other magazine. We live on the table lands 
of Tennessee. I tried to raise a club this year, 
but the boys here don’t know The Corporal, 
else I am sure they would send for it. Next 
vear I will try again. W'e moved from Louden, 
Iowa, last November. There are plenty of deer, 
foxes, and squirrels here, and I lUce the country 
very much, the climate is so mild. The flowers 
are coming up. and the peach and lilacs are bud¬ 
ding out. The grass is getting quite green. My 
little sisters, Katie and Rosie, tnink Tommy I# 
a very canning little boy; they never tire hearing 
of him.” 

Woodstock, 111. “ I am seven years old, and I 
have taken The Corporal one year. I like it 
very much. I like the picture stories and The 
Hard-Fought Battle best. I got up a club this 
year and got the Heavenly Cherubs. Next year 
1 am going to try to get Red Ridinghood anq the 
W^olf. I have a kitten named Harry; it comei* in 
bed with me every morning. 1 hope you will 
put this in The Corporal. 1 want to see how it 
wdll look.” 

Waverly, N. Y. “ My brother was seven years 
old last Monday, and mamma brought ns two 
Tittle white mice in a cage for his birthday prt^- 
cnt. I wish you could see how nice they play in 
the evening, but they sleep all day. Is not that 
funny. This is my first letter. I wonder if 
Prudy will think this letter worth patting in her 
pocket.” 
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THE VQWEL GAME. 


VOWEL K. 

BxKS, Self-Sketciikd.— Bees scented Eden’s herbs 
ere the fell serpent tempted Eve. Bees entered Beth¬ 
lehem ere the blessed messenger sent (he shepherds 
where the meek Redeemer slept. Bees held the ex¬ 
tended west ere the peerless Penn met the Red Men. 
Present bees’ breeds resemble the precedent. Egg 
engendered wc rest three weeks heipl(*8s. Then we 
sever the web, extend feelers, shed the shell. "We 
peep, we peer, we ken. The members freed we emerge 
periect. When we creep, the elder bees greet, feed, 
render help. Then we seek terrene weeds, fresh chess, 
erect-stemmed hemp, flecked sijecdwell. keeled vetch, 
deep nepenthe, resplendent weld. We reject freckled 
uecK weed, detergent cress, severe pepper, fretted 
nettle. Welsh leek. When we need extended sphere, 
the elected empress decrees new settlements. She 

{ ►recedes the serfs; the serfs keep next. Then wc seek 
be ether. Wo wheel, we creen, we veer, we stem the 
breeze, i^e check speed, we dencend where trees ex* 
tend; the pendent elm, the excellent elder, the keniel- 
ed betel, the well-seeded beech. When expert men 
set benches, erect well-kept bee tenements, belvederes, 
we rest there; else we enter dens, clefts, secret recess¬ 
es, reft trees. We prefer fenced glebes, where green 
creepers screen the sheltered shed; where petted 
wrens cheep, where eddered hedges stretch, where 
the demesne seems serene. There well-fleeced sheep 
feed; there tethered wethers kneel; there the gentle 
hen i>cck.s the seed when her restless helpmeet becks; 
there mettled, crescent-necked, de^chested steeds 
step the green; there the pebble-bedded creek reflects 
the knee-deep steers. There decent men wend when the 
vesper bell tells the even; there the temple’s revered 
steeple sends the knell when men rest; there the 
scenes ever express blessedness. 

When settled we excrete cere pellets; wet, shred, 
beni, temper them. These blended, we set deep cells, 
extend trestle-held streets, delve trenches, erect en¬ 
trenchments, treble defenses, set vedettes. Then we 
fetch scented herb essence, wherever secreted. We 
descend fem-decked dells, where wedded greenlets 
nestle, where red threshers perch; glens when? tree 
peckers delve, where crested egrets preen. We neglect 
wet fens, where sedges reek, where the reed-edged 
mere reflects the grebe. We flee tempest-vexed verges 
where men stretcli the meshed nets, steep ledges where 
the hcstrel nests, nether rcefe where re.st the webbed 
petrel, the lesser tern. We detest merged depths, 
wliere the clever dredger gets the pecten depressed 
levels where the shelled wlielk creeps. Self heliKjrs, 
wo nev'er neglect the empress. We extend her deep¬ 
est deference, respect, reverence. Wc effect her 

Scopterless the empress, speechless the serfs, 
yet we never err except when men meddle. 

Here let me tell the Kennebec l>ee legend. Seven 
men. pelt getters, detect the cleft wlwre the bees 
lierd; get steel wedges, lerer^ helves, fell the tree, 
eji*ct the bees, embezzle the feed. Three men. tree 
fellers, sec the expelled bees dejected, perplexed, help¬ 
less. Th<*se reprehend the pelt getters' stem reckless- 
no*s. express regret. Then the seven heedless men Jeer 
the gentle three, term them “Bees’ Brethren,” “Bee 
descended.’* Next even, the ten men messed. There 
were set elk’s flesh, seethed beef heels, deer’s neck, 


geese, smelts, weevers, beets, eggs, cheese, well-fer¬ 
mented beer. When the men were replete, yet ere 
the revels ended, the shelterless bees entered the tent, 
smelled tlie de.serL tested the beer. Then the revelers 
pelted the bees. The nettled bees remembered yester 
even's excesses, the theft, tlie ejectment, reprehended 
the seven relentless pelt getters. Ere the men expect¬ 
ed, the bees beset tbeiu, revenged themselves. Then 
W’ere the checked sleeves, the velvet breeche^ the pelt 
vests, even the hempen belts sheer meshes. The bees’ 
keen needles entered the vestments wherever the bees 
rested. The men blenched. Helter skelter, pell mell 
went the seven. Peter Mercer Devens sneezed; Ebe- 
nezer Dexter Phelps wheezed; Egbert Ethcldred 
Heeler wrenched the shelves; Steven Zebedee Jeffers 
” Betted seventeen cents tliese bees were elvesBen- 
net Sterne Lever, the Celt, crept where the setter ken¬ 
neled; the whelps yelped. Peleg Welker Meecljer. 
the peddler, screecned, “Help me, Jezebel!” Eh! 
Peleg’s better self slceiM elsewhere; never kens her 
helpmeet’s extreme need. The three gentler men, the 
tree fellers, Herbert Reeves Levellcn, Jesse Verren 
Jcnckcs, Henjper Bedell Lee, were exempt. Serene 
thein.selves, these three delended the fretted seven. 
Wfierc then the sneers, the Jeers, the senseless Jests? 
Then the Reverend Clement Berg Heber entered the 
tent. Meek, yet severe, he stepped where the fevered 
men wrestled. “ Gentlemen,” represented he, “yester 
even, when ye ferreted the bees, selftiess tempted ye. 
Greed led, ye bereft them, left them shelterless, never 
heeded the bees’ wretchedness, never heed these three 
men’s expressed regret. When the keen September 
breeze rent the elements, these defenceless bees ex¬ 
pected sere December’s sheeted sleet, trembled lest 
the tempests whelm them. The present even, these 
bees entered the tent, enfeebleti, spent; needed refresh¬ 
ment. Yet, relentless, perveree, ye vexed them. Yes, 
ye repelled them. Were ye men ? tell me, ye beer-de¬ 
mented seven. Brethren, reflect where ye err. Let 
these revels end. Recede ere ye be mere effete excres¬ 
cences. Let the effervescent beer vessel be expelled 
the tent. Let the beer refresh the bees, let the keg 
shelter them. liemember the verses Semvel Kelredge 
penned. 

He wendeth best, he resteth best. 

The less he testeth beer; 

When he the wreched dregs detest; 

He meeteth better cheer.” 

The reprehended men’s reddened cheeks tell regret. 
The seven weep, beseech the three, kneel, beg cre¬ 
dence, pledge better deeds. Clerks pen the pledge. 
Referees decree redress. Then the ten men reverse 
the beer vessels, let tlie bees feed. When the bees 
were refreshed, replete, the eleven men set the trevet 
W'here dense everereens temper the western breeze, 
erect there the demeted keg, help the deft bees enter. 
There these bees dwell yet. Never thence were these 
eleven men—never yet were these eleven men's de- 
scendents bee pestered. Beck, of Rhode Island. 


VOWEL O. 

We cannot give the prize article on the vowel 
O, this month, owing to its length; but publish 
one which certainly lias greater merit than any¬ 
thing else that was offered, but which failed of 
meeting the conditions laid down for the prize, 
by the use of the contractions “ ’mong, thro*, 
tlio'.” 

Work On. 

OiStorm-tost flock, who droop forlorn. 

To whom God’s world looks poor or cold. 

Work on, nor stop for loss nor scorn; 

God doth no boon nor comfort hold 
From folk who look to God’s good Son. 

Of blood born not. 

On whom no spot 
Of world-bom wrong. 

Lord of Hosts, 

Font of good. 

Rock of Troth, 

Thom-worn, cross-tom Son of God. 

Donor of color, odor, bloom. 

Blossoms of mom, gold pomp of noon. 

Of flocks, of flood. 

Of moor, of wood, 

Of songs of comfort, words of good. 

Work on, work on, for God’s world holds 
Throngs on throngs or poor worn folks. 

Who drop forlon on frost-cold floor. 

Or go for food from door to door. 

Bond folks, who long for mom, 

Lost folks, of honor shorn. 

Poor fool-lK)ld folks, who mock Lord’s blood, 
Strong folks, who rob God’s iK>or of food. 
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M»y, 


what Tommy Bancroft Is doing, and alt the other 
nice things. We can both read The Corporal 
this year, but last year we could not.’’ 

SpHngfleld, Ga. “Enclosed find $1.60, the 
hard-earned mone\' of Charlie and his invalid 
Cousin Francis. This liille invalid is sick nearly 
nil the time, and can walk but little, yet he has 
earned his Corporal for the last three years. 
One vear he drove the horse in a sorghum mill, 
earning a gallon of molasses, which he sold. 
Another year, when very sick, he had a pocket 
book given him as a reward for fortitude under 
severe suffering, which he has now sold to make 
out enough to put with his cousin's. Charlie, 
who is twelve, earned his money one year by fill¬ 
ing husk beds; another, by driving horse for his 
papa: and this year by churning, at five cents a 
time.*’ 

Somehow it seems as if the little soldiers whom 
the great Leader has seen fit to put into the in¬ 
valid corps, here on earth, did have the bravest, 
sweetest, truest hearts of all. Prudy sends her 
love to both these boys. 


Athol. “ I have saved my pennies to send for 
The Corporal. My fatlicr has been dead five 
years, and my ma docs washing to provide for 
me and my little sister.” 


^ir Harefi, 0. “ We had concluded to do 
without our little friend this year, but we miss 
him so much we conclude to begin economizing 
somew’here else.” 

Bedford^ 0. “ Our little grandson, Bertie Tav- 
lor, two and a half years old, has two grand¬ 
fathers and two grandmothers, three great-grand¬ 
fathers, and three great-grandmothers : in all ten 
grandparents living. \\ e think this remarkable. 
If any persons can make a better showing let us 
hear from them.” 

Prudy doubts if it can be done. 

Edith and Ellie, from Shinston, W. Fa., send 
some very creditable illustrated rebuses, for 
which Private Queer thanks them, but his knaiv 
sack is full to overflowing, just now. By the 
way, here is a letter for the Private: 

“Poor Private Queer! I knew he would go 
crazy with that vowel game. I feel bad for him. 
Tell him to let me know w'hatasylum he Is going 
to and I will help to support him. You must 
help him, Prudy, for the children’s nonsense 
never seems to bother you much. I have a little 
four-year-old sister, who called the hail ‘dry 
rain, and when it lightened she asked if 
was ‘lighting his lamp.' ” 


St. Anthony. Minn. “ I have found a word 
which is said to be the longest in our language. 
Will any one w ho takes The Corporal pronounce 
It, or send a longer one If they can. It is “ an- 
thropomorphitonianlsmicallatfon.” 

Is that word In common use among the people 
of your town, Katie.^ 

Black Hawk. “ 1 thought I w’ould write to tell 
yon W'hat I can do. I can make sponge cake and 
biscuit. When my auntie is sick, I can get sup¬ 
per for her. I am nine years ol^and l go to 
school, and take music lessons. We have got a 
Swede girl that can't talk in our language, and 
we had four little pigs, but they all diod.’^ 

Ilf^ron. Neb. “ We live in a town Juststarting 
In the wilds of Nebraska, where we don’t see 
much but emigrant wagons. My pa built the 
first house in town, but now there is a hotel, and 
a printing office, and several other houses being 
built. I am learning to do housework now, but 
in a year or two I hope to go back to Illinois to 
school.” 


Hyde Park, Pn. “ I can’t say that I like Miss 
Prudy very much, for she just throws my letters 
aw'ay after she takes out the money, and never 
puts them into her pocket at all. Bui then I get 
The Little Corporal, and I do like that, so 
here is the money for It. I should have sent It 
sooner, but 1 had to earn the money first, and I 
go to school.” 

That's most too bad of yon, Frank. I can tell 
yon Prudy never sees a bit of your money; they 
taTce every cent out before they give her the let¬ 
ter. And there's your bit of a scolding right In 
the pocket. 

Dayton, Oregon. “I have looked in your 
pocket for a whole year, and have not seen 
many letters from Oregon, and I have come to the 
conclusion that the boys and girls up here do not 
write, or else Mr. Corporal does not publish them, 
for we have plenty of boys and girls here as 
smart as yon will find theni anywhere. I earned 
my subscription money bv knitting, and I have 
^rned two premiums besides. 'W^y does not 
Mr. Sewell tell us about the Mammoth Cave, as 
he promised to do.” 


Emma sends Prudy some greenhouse flowers 
from Nebraska. They have been In the letter so 
long that one cluster, which Prudy thinks is 
ageratum, seems to have ripened seed. She is 
going to sow it, and will tell Emma if it grows. 

New Albany, Jnd. “ Our houseful of boys and 
girls pronounce The Corporal ‘perfect,’ and 
Aunt Prudy ‘splendid,’ and their little mamma 
savs The Corporal is invaluable to all mammas 
who are like the ancient dame ‘ who lived in her 


B^ Creek, Tenn. “ Please And enclosed $5 16 
for The Little Corporal. Haiper e Weekly and 
one box of initial stationary. No. 2, initial T. I 
am a boy of 14 years old, and have taken The 
Little Corporal 4 years, and like it better than 
any other magazine. We live on the table lands 
of Tennessee. I tried to raise a club this year 
but the boys here don't know The Corporal! 
else I am sure they would send for It. 
year I will try again. We moved from Louden 
Iowa, last November. There are plenty of deer’ 
foxes, and squirrels here, and I like the country- 
very much, the climate is so mild. The flowers 
are coming up. and the peach and lilacs are bud¬ 
ding out. The grass is getting quite green. My 
little sisters, Katie and Rosie, think Tommy is 
a very cunning little boy; they never tire heaf^ff 
of him.” ® 


Woodstock, 111. “ I am seven years old, and I 
have taken The Corporal one year. I like it 
very much. I like the picture stories and The 
Hard-Fought Battle best. I got up a clnb thi*; 
vear and got the Heavenly Cherubs. Next vear 
lam going to try to get Red Ridinghood and the 
Wolf. I have a kitten named Harry; it comet* in 
bed w ith me every morning. 1 hope you w ill 
put this In The Corporal. I want to see how It 
will look.” 


Waveriy, N. Y. “My brother was seven yean* 
old last Monday, and mamma brought ns tw.* 
nttle white mice In a cage for his birthdav p^e^- 
ent. I wish you could see how nice they *play in 
the evening, but they sleep all dav. Is not that 
funny. This is my first letter. ‘ I wonder if 
Prudy will think this letter worth putting in her 
pocket.” 
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VOWEL E. 

Bees, Self-Sketciied.— Bees scented Eden’s herbs 
ere the fell serpent templed Eve. Bees entered Betli- 
leheiii t!re the blessed messenj^er 8i*nt the shepherds 
where the meek Redeemer slept. Bees held the ex¬ 
tended west ere the peerless Penn met the Red Men. 
Present bee.s’ breeds resemble the precedent. Egg 
engendered we rest three weeks helpless. Then we 
sever the web, extend feelers, shed the shell. We 
peej), we i>eer, we ken. The members f^eed we emerge 
perlect. When we creep, the elder bees greet, teed, 
render help. Then we seek terrene weeds, ftesh chess, 
erect-stemmed hemp, flecked speedwell, keeled vetch, 
deep ne|>cnthe, resplendent weld. We reject Irecklea 
neck weed, detergent cress, severe pei)pcr, fretted 
nettle. Welsh leek. When we need extended sphere, 
the elected empress decrees new settlements. She 

{ (recedes I he serfs; the serfs keep next. Then we seek 
he ether. We wheel, we creen, we veer, we stem the 
breeze, yte check speed, we descend where trees ex* 
lend ; the pendent elm, the excellent elder, the kernel- 
ed iKdel. the well-seede<l beech. When expert men 
set iKMiclios, erect well-kept bee tenements, belvederes, 
we rest there ; else we enter deas, clefts, secret recess¬ 
es, reft trees. We preter fenced glebes, where green 
creepers screen the .sheltered shed; where petted 
wrens cheep, where eddered hedge*s stretch, where 
the demesne seems serene. There well-fleeced sheep 
feed; there tethered wethers kneel; there the gentle 
hen i)eek.s the seed when her restless helpmeet beck.s; 
there mettled, crescent-necked, deep-che.sted steeds 
step the green; there the pebble-bedded ert^ek reflects 
the knee-deep stef'rs. There decent men wend w’hen the 
vesper bell tells the even ; there the temple's revered 
steeple .sends the knell when men rest; there the 
scenes ever express blessedne.ss. 

When settle*! we excrete cere pellets; wet, shred, 
bcn l, temper them. These blended, we set deep cells, 
extend trestle-held streets, delve trenches, erect en¬ 
trenchments, treble defenses, .set vedettes. Then we 
fetch scented herb essence, wherever secreted. We 
descend IVfin-decked dells, where wedded greenlets 
nt^stle, where red threshers perch; glens where tree 
peckers delve, where crested egrets preen. We neglect 
Wet fens, where sedges reek, where the recd-edged 
mere reflects the CTcbe. W’e flee tempest-vexed verges 
where men streicn the meshed nets, steep ledgt*s where 
the hcstrel nests, nether reefs where rest the webl>ed 
petrel, tlie les-ser tern. We detest merged depths, 
where the clever dredger gets the pecten depres.sed 
levels where the shelled wijelk creeps. Self helpers, 
wc never neglect the emprf*s8. We extend her ueep- 
O't deference, respect, reverence. We effect her l)e- 
IfstH. Scepterles.s the empress, speechless the serfs, 
yet we never err except wlien men meddle. 

H«‘re let me tell the Kennebec bee legend. Seven 
men. pelt getters, detect the cleft wln^re the bees 
h*.*rd ; get steel wedges, levers, helve's, fell the tree, 
el'ct the bees, embezzle the Iwl. Three men, tree 
fellers, see the expelled bees dejected, perplexed, help¬ 
less. Thes*' r«*prehend the pelt getters' stem reckless¬ 
ness. exfd csg regret. Then the s<*ven heedless men k*er 
the gentle three, term them ‘'Bees’ Brethren," "Bee 
descended.’* Ni*xt even, the ten men messt*d. There 
were set elk's flesh, seethed beef heels, deer’s neck. 


geese, .smelts, weevers, beets, eggs, cheese, well-fer- 
niented beer. When the men were replete, vet ere 
the revels ended, the shelterless bees entered the tent, 
smellt'd the de.sert, tested the beer. Then the revelers 
pelted the bees. The nettled bees remembered yester 
even’s exce.ss<*s, the theft, the ejectment, reprehended 
the seven relentless pelt getters. Ere the men expect¬ 
ed, the bees bestd tliem, revenged themselves. Then 
wer** the checked sleeves, the velvet breeches, the i)elt 
vests, even the hemi>en belts sliecr meshes. The bees’ 
keen needles entered the vestments wherever the bees 
rested. The men blenched. Ilelter skelter, p<*ll mell 
went the .seven. Peter Mercer Devens sneezed; KIh*- 
nezer Dexter Phelps wheezed; Egl)crt Ethcldred 
Heeler wrenched the shelves; Steven Zebedee Jeflers 
" Betted seventeen cents these bees were elves;’’ Ben- 
net .Sterne Lever, the Celt, crept where the setter ken¬ 
neled ; the W'helps yelped. Peleg Welker Min'cher, 
the peddler, screeched, “ Help me. Jezebel Eh! 
Peleg’.s better self sleeps efsewhere; never kens her 
helpmeet’s extreme need. The three gentler men. the 
tree fellers. Herl)ert Reeves Levellen, Jes.se Verren 
Jenckes, Hemper Bedell Lee, were exemj)t. Serene 
themselves, th**se three defended the fretted seven. 
Where then the sneers, the Jeers, the .senseless Je**t.s? 
Then the Reverend Clement Berg Heber entered the 
tent. Meek, yet severe, he stepped where the fevered 
men wre,siled. " Gentlemen," represented he. “yester 
even, when ye ferreted the bees, solftiess templed ye. 
Greed led, y'c bereft them, left them shelterless, never 
lieeded the bees’ wretchedness, never heed these three 
men’.s expr(?ssed regret. When the keen September 
breeze rent the elements, these defenceless bee.s ex- 
iK'Cted sere December’s sheeted sleet, trembled le.st 
the tempests w'lielm them. The present even, these 
be*.*s entered the tent, enfeeble<l, 8i>eiit; needed refresh¬ 
ment. Yet, relentless, iHTvei-se, ye vexed them. Yes, 
ye repelleit them. Were ye men? tell me, ye beer-de¬ 
mented seven. Brethren, reflect where ye err. Let 
these revels end. Recede ere ye be mere effete excres¬ 
cences. Let the effervescent beer vessel l)e expelled 
the tent. Let the beer refresh the bees, let the keg 
shelter them. Remember the verses Semvel Kelredge 
penned. 

" He wendeth best, he resteth best. 

The leas he testeth beer; 

When he the wreched dregs detest; 

He mecteth l)ctter cheer." 

The reprehended men’s reddened cheeks tell regret. 
The seven weep, t>e«ecch the three, kneel, beg cre¬ 
dence, pledge better deeds. Clerks pen the pledge. 
Referees decree redress. Then the ten men reverse 
the beer ves.sel8, let the bct*s feed. When the bee.s 
were refreshed, replete, the eleven men set the trevet 
where dense evergreeaa temper the westcni brt'eze, 
erect there the deiJeted keg, help the deft bees enter. 
There these bees awoll yet. Never thence were these 
eleven mei>—never yet w’ere these eleven men’s de- 
scendents bee pestered. Bec'k, of Rhode Island. 


VOWEL O. 

We cannot give the prize article on the vowel 
O, this month, owing to its length; but publish 
one which certainly lias greater merit than any¬ 
thing else that w-a's offered, but which failed of 
meeting the conditions laid down for the prize, 
by the use of the contractions " 'mong, thro*, 
tho*.** 

Work Ox. 

O, storm-tost flock, who droop forlorn. 

To whom God’s world looks poor or cold. 

Work on, nor stop for loss nor scorn; 

God doth no boon nor comfort hold 
From folk who look to God’s good Son. 

Of blood born not. 

On whom no spot 
Of world-bom wrong. 

Lord of Hosts, 

Font of good. 

Rock of Troth, 

Tliom-wom, cross-torn Son of God. 

Donor of color, odor, bloom. 

Blossoms of morn, gold pomp of noon. 

Of flocks, of food. 

Of moor, of wood. 

Of songs of comfort, words of good. 

Work on, work on, for God’s world holds 
Throngs on throngs or poor worn folks. 

Who drop forlon on frost-cold floor. 

Or go for food froni door to door. 

Bond folks, who long for mom. 

Lost folks, of honor shorn, 

Poor fool-l>old folks, who mock Lord’s blood. 
Strong folks, who rob God’s poor of food. 
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O, work for LorcMioln Hock to do! 

O, world-fond hosts from wrong to woc I 
Go forth, go forth, O, bom of God, 

Hold not too strong God’s boons of good. 

Drop song-soft words of comfort on 
Bosoms of “ bond who long for niora.” 

Scorn not to stoop to worst of folks. 

For lost folks God’s Son trod thro’ glo<MXL 
Tho’ storms do roll, tho’ horrors sho^kt 
Work on, nor stop for Bloom. 

Droop not, nor sob. 

Tho’ bosoms throb 
For dolor, bora of toil or scorn. 

For thro’ cold gloom, 

Lo! mom doth loom. 

Gotl’s morn. 

Soon, O, BO soon, 

From looks of scorn. 

From wo-bom sobs. 

From hot wroth words 
To fond concord, 

’Mong sons of God. 

Wroth storms roll on, 

Not long, not long. 

Lo! mom’s gold broods on worn old world. 

O, flood of song, 

O, blood-won throng, 

O, long’d for morn of God. U. Mysbs, of Illinois. 


No. 14.—CHARADE. 

Where I hang my silver curtain. 
Morning opes its golden eye; 

From my dewy bed a certain 
King mounts up the radiant sky. 

Second. When I sigh the flowers tremble. 
When I breathe the leaflets sing ; 

Where’er buds and birds assemble, 

I float by on nnseen wing. 

Both. ^Vhen we join, the fogs, ascending, 
Quit the bosom of the sea. 

O’er the land their folds extending, 

Clouds envelope tower and tree. 

Then our gleaming diamonds glisten 
On the parlor window pane. 

Children pause, and look, and listen 
To the streaming of the rain. D. D. II. 


No. 15.—CHARADE. 

My first is a verb. 

Familiar and short; 

A person may do it, 

A hen or a court. 

My uextis expressed 
By one letter or three— 

In three letters three way®* 

But one letter suits me. 

My last is a verb. 

But past in its tense; 

Guess you did it this mom. 

In the course of events. 

My whole is an adjective; 

Lawyers oft read it 
In descriptions of land. 

When tney mortgage or deed it. 

Aunt * It fie.. 


ANS WEIiS TO (JUARADE, ETC.. APRIL SO 
No. 11.—C71ara<f«.—Cape Horn. No. 12.—Qlrtrorf*.- 
Dosle, Sable. 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY NO. IS. 

(Skk Apbil Nvmbxb.) 

How^ WiLLiB Pitied the Old Horse .—An old horse 
had worked hard all Its life, and was worn out. His 
Btrength was all gone, and he could work no lo^er. 
So they turned him out Into the storm to die. Iwr 
old horse! nobody cares for him now. The rude bovs 
torment him, to make a little cruel sport out of Kls 
misery. They pelt him with stones, and with snow 
balls, chasing him along the streets. Little Willie, 
standing by the gate, saw the poor beast hobbling 
away ft-om his pursuers. Wlllie^s heart was touched 
with pity ; and ne held out a cracker which he had 
been eating, and said, “Here.poor old horse, here’s 
something for you.’’ The old horse seemed grateftl 
for a mouthful, and followed his little friend through 
the bars and into the stable door. He looked around, 
and seemed to say. “This is a splendid piace.“ Ana 
the sw'eet hay smelled so good. When Willie’s father 
went into the stable, and saw the old horse standing 
there, eating away as hard as he could, yon mav guess 
that he was a little surprised. But when Wllfte told 
him all about it, then he was glad his little boy had so 
good a heart, and had done so noble a deed. 


No. 16—A PICTURE STORY.- The Sly Old Fox. A Fable. 



The Heading w'ill Ikj given in llio next number. W. 0. C. 
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THE LITTLE CORPORAL 

JOHN E. MILLER, 

PlTBLlSHSB AND PBOPBIXTOB, 

No. 6 Cnstom House Places Cblca«ch III. 

tW All srtlcles in “Thi Linx* CX)RPORad” are 
written especially for it, and paid for at good prices. 
Though copyrighted, onr editorial friends may copy 
into their papers, if they will, in every case, give credit 
to Ths Littlb Corporal. This notice is Inserted be- 
caose many articles have been copied without credit. 

HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago. Philadelphia, New York City, or 
Boston banks are best for large same, made payable to 
the order of JOHN E. MILLER. 

Post Office money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county seat, in all the cities, and in many of the 
large towns. We consider them perfectly safe, and 
the best means of remitting fifty dollars »r less, as 
thousands have been sent to ns withoia any l<m. 

Registered letters, under the new system, are a ve^ 
safe means of sending small sums of money, where P. 
O. Money Orders cannot be easily obtained. Ot-term 
the Beguitru fee as well as postage, mmn he paUl in 
stampe^ at the office where the letter Is mailed, or It 
will oe liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 
Buy and qffle the eiamps both for poxuige atul reghHry^ 
put in the money and mU the letter in the prefience qf 
the T^mofAer^ and take hie receipt for it. Letters sent 
in this way to ns are at onr risk. 

Where yon are sending dollar and a half or 
yon may send greenbacks at our risk; where more 
than that sum is sent, either of above ways will be safe. 

THE POSTAGE on Thb Little Corporal is three 
cents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine is received. 

REMOVAL. 

We have removed our office to No. 6 Cus¬ 
tom House Place, where the Corporal will 
be happy to receive calls from his friends. 
When you are on a visit to the city, or 
I)as8lng through, don’t fail to come and see 
us; we are always delighted to meet our lit¬ 
tle friends, and form personal acqnaintance 
with them. We shall open an office Register, 
in which we will enter the names of our 
visitors from abroad. We begin this regis¬ 
ter with two who have called on us in our 
new home— 

Bswib Hills, Odin, E. 

Dklla Osborne, Goshen, Ind. 

THE PREMIUM LIST. 

We have been obliged, for want of room, 
to leave out the List of Premiums. There 
has been no change in the list, and those 
who wish to select premiums can consult the 
March or April numbers. Some of you lack 
only one or two names to complete your 
clubs and secure your premiums. 

If you began to work for a large club, and 
find you cannot raise enough names, select 
some smaller premium. We send no premi¬ 
ums until you notify ns what you want, and 
that the required club is full. 


A NEW PRIZE. 

Now, boys and girls, having been encour¬ 
aged with the interest you have taken in the 
Vowel Game, 1 have concluded to offer, as 
prizes, two copies of the Chromo of Little 
Red Ridinghood and the Wolf, (price $10 
each), for the best two maps of the State of 
Illinois; one prize for the be^t map drawn 
by a boy, and one prize lor the best map 
drawn by a girl. The competitors shall be 
subscribers to The Little Corporal, and 
shall be under fifteen years of age. 

The maps must not exceed in size a page 
of The Corporal, and shall contain at Iciist 
ten principal cities, all the principal rivers 
and canals, and all tlic lines of railroads 
within the boundaries of the State. 

The maps must reach ns by the 15tli of 
June, and must be accompanied by the name, 
age, and rc.sidencc of the competitor. Of 
course, we depend upon the honor of our 
young friends to perfoi*m the work without 
assistance. 

The award will be announced in August No. 

LOST NUMBERS. 

If you fail to receive The Corporal for 
any month, let us know. The mails some¬ 
times fall, and we want to make good all 
such losses. Besides this, among so many 
thousands, it would be strange if we did not 
sometimes make mistakes. Write and tell 
us about any errors, and we will do all that 
is right. The Corporal’s motto is the rule 
of his life and practice. 

If you wear out your number in canvass¬ 
ing with it, write and tell us what number 
it is, and we will send a new one in its. 
place, free of charge. 

BOUND VOLUMES. 

We have all the Numbers of The Corporal of' 
the old series, large size, bound in one volume, 
embracing every number from July, 1866. to June, 
1870. This makes a book of »ver one tbousnnd 
pages, filled with the In st and choicest reading 
matter ever published. The serial ttories are 
alone worth more than the entire cost of the 
book : besides, the other stories, noems. articles 
on Science, Natural History, etc., ov well-known 
writers, are all in.^tructive and nsefnl. We have 
put these at the low price of $*>.00 each ; sent by 
mail, postpaid, for $5.50 Bonnd in cloth, with 
gilt title and bands. 

Progress op the Northern Pacific R. R.— 
The energy with which the bnildlii'' of thi*i LTent 
thoroughfare is heins pushed forward is an added 
guaranty of its early completion and Ifs wise maii- 
ajrement. We learn from the financial agents of 
the Road, Messrs. Jay Cooke A Co., that, at the 
present date, the "radiug is nearly finished for 
^ miles, from Lake Superior, through Central 
Minnesota, to the eastern border of D'lkota. 
Trains are running over IJW miles of completed 
track; the Mississippi river i- bridged at Brainord 
and once more joined to the I..akes by rail, and 
track laying is rapidly progressing westward. By 
September next, trains will rnn to 'he Red river, 
and the grading will he far advanced toward the 
Great Bend of the Missouri river, central Dakota. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Any books noticed or advertised In Th* Littl* 
Corporal, will be sent by us, by mall, postpaid, on 
receipt of price. _ 

The National Temperance Society, N. Y., send 
the following: THE LAWS OF FERMENTA¬ 
TION. By Rev. William Patton, D.D. An 
overwhelining muss of testimony, collated from 
clas>ical and Scriptural sources, to prove that, 
in the good old days we read of, fermented wines 
were exceptional and disreputable. TEMPER- 
AN(’E TRACTS. A bound volume of the best 
tracts issued by the Society, making a conve¬ 
nient and valuable handbook upon the subject. 
THE TEMPERANCE SPEAKER. Edited by J. 
N. Stearns. A collection of poems, dialogues, 
and declamations, some poorenough, many good, 
and not a few very good indeed. FRANK SPEN¬ 
CER'S RULE OF LIFE. By John Kirton. Ap- 
jiareutly a reprint, although not credited to the 
foreign publisher. ITie rule, “ Fear God and 
take the consequences," is amply justified in a 
simple, straight-fonvard, and thoroughly-Eng- 
lish tale. . 

From Robert Carter & Brothers, N. Y., w’e have 
the three following, also for sale by W. G. Holmes: 
FRANK AUSTIN'^ DIAMOND, and EAGLE 
CRAG, by the author of “ Little Katy and Jolly 
Jim being the fourth and fifth volumes of the 
Drayton Hall Series. Two capital stories for 
boys—a little sensational, perhaps, but manly, 
healthful and Christian. THE LORD'S PRAYER. 
By Henry J. Van Dyke, D.D. A scholarly but 
practical treatise, homiletical in method and 
style, and valuable as a contribution to exposi¬ 
tory, rather than to devotional, literature. 

From Samuel R. Wells, N. Y,, we have THE 
CON\'ERSION OF ST. PAUL. Three discourses 
by (»EOROE Jarvis Geer, D.D. Apparently de- 
sen ing the publisher's efiTort to rescue them from 
the common fate of printed sermons by patting 
them in cloth and gilt. Price fl. Sold in Chi¬ 
cago by S. C. Griggs & Co. 

A. D. F. Randolph. N. Y., furnishes the follow¬ 
ing, for sale in this city bv W. G. Holmes: EMI¬ 
LY DOUGLAS. By I. R. Y. A bright, healthy, 
sensible book, in which everything comes out 
just as von want it to. Price fi. MAGGIE AND 
HER FRIENDS. By Mary Brown. A disjoint 
ed and carelessly-written story, with the best of 
lessons feebly enforced. Maggie’s history is not 
without interest, but her friends are quite too 
numerous, and fill too many of the ^43 small 

? fage8 with very commonplace dialogue. Price 
5 cents. the: PERCYS. Bv Mrs. Prentiss. 
This is a book that deser>'e8 in all respects to 
rank with Miss Alcotl’s “ Little Women,” while 
it takes a wider rant'e, and breathes a more de¬ 
cidedly religious snirit. Its wholesome, Chris¬ 
tian teaching, aiui fresh, cheerful pictures of 
home life, cannot be too highly praised. Price 
$125. THE STORY LIZZIE TOLD, by the 
same author, i.« a charming little niece of child 
talk, full of sweetness, pathos, ana nalmte. Pa¬ 
per covers. Price :i5 cents, PETERCHEN AND 
GRETCHEN, translated from the German by the 
same author, are pleasant little people, whose 
childish sayings and doings are pleasantly re¬ 
lated. The tninslution is faultless, and the type 
and binding elegant. The book is frankly stated 
noon the title page to be intended “for little 
children from four to eight.” Those who are 


blessed with such offspring, and not with the 
faculty of Improvising entertaining stories for 
their amusement, will find thisvoli'.me service¬ 
able. No others need apply. Price $1.25. 

THE PEARL. A Singing Book for Sunday 
Schools, of much worth, and aiming, as it does, 
to bring children to their Saviour through the 
delighiful way of singing His praises, it cannot 
fail to accomplish its mission. Published by 8. 
Brainard & Sons, Cleveland, Ohio. 


NEW PREMIUMS. 


THE DOLLAR STEAM ENGINE for two namea, 
at $1.50 each, and 25 cents for postage. 

A set of FIELD CROQUET, price $6.00, for six nama 
at $1.50 each. 

ONE HALF DOZ. TEA SPOONS, Rogers & Bro.’s 
best double-plated, for five names at $1.50 each. 

ONE HALF DOZ. TABLE FORKS, best double- 


plated, for 8 names at $1.50 each. 

Send for sample copy containing full Premium List. 


Says niK Musoatin* (Iowa) Courier: “We have 
done, and are still doing business with quite a number 
ol advertising agencies throughout the country, and 
have no fault to find with them, hut Measrs. Goo. P. 
Rowell & Co. give us more business than any other. 
Furnishing a large amount of advertising, and pay¬ 
ing promptly, has put this house at the very liead of 
agencies, and has made them a name for honesty, re- 
Hablltty, liberality, and promptness, which of Itself Is 
worth a fortune.” 


Fibe Extinouisukrs.— The Babcock Fire Extin¬ 
guisher, the “LittleGiant,” the “Irrepressible,” the 
'**Up with the Times,” the “Ever Ready,” In saving 
mrniom of valuable property from the equal of “ tliree 
removes,” Is well represented Iq our advertising pages 
this month. Knowing, ftom actual experience, the 
value of these Fire extinguishers, we cannot but 
recommend them to our readers. 


“The Charm.”— We gladly call attention to the 
advertisement of THE CHARM, Mr. Bliss’ new Sun¬ 
day-School Singing Book, which will be found on 
another page of this Issue. If what wo hear from the 
specimen pages be true, this advertisement Is not too 
strong in Its promises for the book. We cordially ad¬ 
vise all vrho are looking for a new work of this kind, 
to send for a specimen copy of The Charm. 


CONTENTS FOR MAY. 
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THE HARD-FOUGHT BATTLE. 


BY LUCIA CHASE BBLL. 



Chapteb VI. [Concluded.] 

v>OD Mrs. Hathaway was 
' lull of rejoicing. At last 
she saw u school opened in 
poor, neglected, half-heathen 
)Frencht<)wn, with a sturdy, 

I earnest, honest, big boy for 
the teacher. ItVasn’t very 
easy work, tolling day after 
day in that little, tumbledown 
cabin with such a horde of 
small savages; bui Cary liked it, and the 
children liked him. It was beautiful, too, to 
come home at night and see the loving wel¬ 
come in Mrs. Hathaway’s motherly, old face. 

Simeon was a hero, in Cary’s eyes. Bom 
and bred a Quaker, he yet had a rugged, im¬ 
pulsive nature, that could not brook Quaker 
restraints, and so, in his manhood, he had 
chosen the faith and the work he loved best, 
preaching, and toiling, and traveling, till he 
was obliged to stop and let himself gather 
strength. 

Cary was a godsend to him. It was better 
than poring over books, or wrapping himself 
In his own learned meditations, to teach this 
queer, hungry-hearted boy. He dearly loved 
riding and hunting, and now that he was too 
weak to go out himself, he would make Cary 
take his own good horse, in the afternoons, 
after school, or early in the morning, and go 
scampering over the prairie, with dog and 
gun, that he might come back, if not loaded 
with trophies, at least full of vigor and glow, 
and in prime order for a season of good, bard 
study. 

He was fond of stuffing animals, and had 
a rare collection of curious creatures in his 

lair,” peering at one like life, from among 
the aquaria, and strange, trailing vines, 


heaps of green-growing moss, and uncouth 
geological specimens. He had a cunning art 
of preserving summer flowers, and in winter 
was ready at any time to present a dear friend 
w'ith a bouquet of blossoms, fresh and bright 
as if just picked, but, in reality, just dug ten¬ 
derly out of the huge box of delicate sand in 
which they had been buried. Cary soon ac¬ 
quired many of these pleasant little accom¬ 
plishments ; and, in his turn, was delighted 
to teach them to his little, half-wild pupils, 
who looked upon him as a person wise 
beyond measure, and one to bd revered as 
well as loved. 

” It’s the very best way,” said Simeon, to 
his mother. “ That boy is gaining their love 
and interest every day. We have got a good 
hold in Frenchtown. I don’t think I can 
spare him this winter. Talk about going 
home, to school! This is the very best 
school for him. I won’t hear of his going 
home, unless it is Just for a visit. I tell 
thee, mother, that boy has something iq 
him.” 

” Has he ? What is it ? Does thee think 
it’ll make him sick. Uncle Simeon?” piped 
out little Ruth, in alarm. But Uncle Simeon 
only answ'ered with one of his ringing laughs; 
and her grandmother Just said, softly, 

“ Why, it is a gift, thy uncle means, dear ; 
good talents God has given him, and a good 
heart.” 

“ The school has got to be kept up this 
winter,” continued Simeon; “and the boy 
and I ’ll go on with the lessons and work, 
here at home, in the glorious, long, winter 
evenings, and by and by he shall go to 
college.” 

“ Why, what a castle builder thee is, Sim¬ 
eon,” interrupted his mother, yet rejoicing 
in her heart to hear his plans. “ He cannot 


according to Act of Congrenn, in the year 1871, by John E. Miller^ iw the Office of the 
Librarian of Congreee^ at Waehlngton. 
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work for nothing, and what pitifhl little 
wages I can give him from my purse would 
never send anybody to college.’* 

“ Bother thy wages and thy purse, mother,** 
cried Simeon, his rugged energy not agreeing 
very well with the Quaker speech he always 
used in addressing his mother. ** Does thee 
think thee’U pay him out of thy purse? 
Why that would spoil all. The Frenchtown 
people will pay their teacher themselves, 
and take pride in it. Thy benevolence would 
disgust them with the whole thing, imme¬ 
diately.” 

Cary consented to “ work with Simeon ” 
all winter, as that gentleman expressed it, 
and made up for a cruelly-iong silence, by 
writing an ample letter to Ban and his 
mother, in which he told them what glow'ing 
hopes for the future filled his heart, what 
dear friends he had found, and what precious 
work to do. There was a day appointed 
when he was to start home for his “visit,” 
but he did not tell them of it, remembering 
that Ban always liked joyful surprise, and 
hated waiting and suspense. 

The mystery about Mrs. Houston’s Ger¬ 
man neighbors was solved after a time. One. 
night came the same sounds of moaning and 
crying, and a heavy fall. The fleet feet went 
hurrying down the stairs, as usual, but they 
returned alone. Then there was a light 
knock at the closed door that led into Mrs. 
Houston’s room, and some one saying, in 
broken English, 

“ O, come take the little child, for the love 
of God. The door is not locked.” 

“I will come,” answered Mrs. Houston, 
thrilled with sympathy; and she and Bannie 
rose and dressed. They opened the door, 
and entered a little, crowded room, in which 
were two huge beds. Upon one of these lay 
the poor, crying baby. Its mother writhed 
upon the other, while she who seemed to be 
her sister held her down as well as she could 
with her own trembling hands. 

“ Take the little child,” she said. In a low 
voice, to Mrs. Houston, “ home ralt you. I 
cannot k^ep him. I must hold her here. I 
cannot find Bauer. He, only, can make her 
still. She is not mad always; only some¬ 
times it comes, in the night. You can go 
home mlt the little child, but you speak not 
mit anybody.” 

“No, I will stay,” said Mrs. Houston, 
cradling the baby in her arms, and walking 
to and fro; “ but you must let Bannie call 
somebody. It is so terrible.” 

But the sister shook her head ; and just at 
that moment Bauer came up the stairs. 
He sulkily thanked Mrs. Houston, and the 


sister quietly said, “Give me the little 
chUd.” 

Then Bannie and her mother gladly hur¬ 
ried home, the door was closed, and soon all 
was still. In the morning the vinegar maker 
proffered more information. 

“ That girl who goes down the stairs at 
night, is Mrs. Bauer’s sister,” he said. “ It’s 
Mrs. Bauer who takes the mad spells, and 
nobody but Bauer can calm her. But be 
isn’t home much nights, and the girl won’t 
leave her; that is, to live away from her. 
She could marry, and have a good home of 
her own. Antone Blau is always begging 
her to have him, and he is good and steady, 
and keeps an excellent bread shop; but she 
still says no.” 

“ Our life seems almost golden compared 
with that,” Bannie said to her mother, after 
telling her of that sad-fkced German girl’s 
faithful devotion. 

“ Yes,” her mother answered, “ but I dare 
say she finds rare sweetness in that very self- 
denial.” 

Mrs. Bird did not forget her promise to 
visit Cap’s “ conservatory.” She came dress¬ 
ed in her prettiest summer suit, bringing a 
rare lily as a fresh gift to the little flower 
lover, and she was so glad to see Cap, add 
Cap was so glad to sCe her, that everybody 
felt “ like old friends ’* with her, in a minute. 

The clean, old stairs, all wreathed with 
morning glories and blossoming beans, with 
Cap’s chubby face and flossy curls peering 
out of the little, bright bower at the top, she 
declared made her think of some quaint, 
lovely old nook in one of Dickens’ stories; 
and when she spied the little fairy toy of a 
stand that Ban had written to Cary about, 
she was more eager with admiration than 
ever. 

“Wouldn’t you sell it?” she asked. “I 
do want it so much.” 

Of course Bannie would sell it; that was 
the very thing she wanted to do. And she 
was so glad and proud that she nearly cried 
for joy ; and before she had thenght m«ch 
about it, she was telling Mrs. Bird how 
dearly she loved to “ carve, and whittle^ and 
chisel,” and how she longed to be w’orking 
in a little shop, and making things to sell, 
and that it did not seem as though it would 
be anything at all rude or unwomanly. 

Mrs. Bird was sure that Bannie could get 
plenty of w^ork to do, and plenty of pay for 
it, too. Every day, she said, somebody came 
to David Bird, begging him to make flower 
stands, or trellises, or pretty, little garden 
gates, or sets of shelves, brackets, or check¬ 
erboards ; and he never could take time from 
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his other, bigger work. And she had often 
thought some girls and women might learn 
to make such things, and find it both pleas¬ 
ant and profitable, and she didn’t think 
there’d be anything unladylike about it. 
Besides all this, she said that only a morning 
or two ago, David had mentioned, at break¬ 
fast, that his friend, Jonah Williams, wanted 
to leave his house, and the little shop adjoin¬ 
ing it, and go into the country, “ because he 
was raising a family of boys, and he didn’t 
think a big town was the right place for 
’em.” And Mrs. Bird was sure that, with 
David’s infiuence, his house and his shop 
might be obtained for the Houstons. 

Several people were made happier by that 
little visit. First, Mrs. Houston; for Mrs. 
Bird had met her with cordial, womanly, yet 
polite sympathy, without a particle of pat¬ 
ronage betraying itself; next. Ban, who felt 
like a queen, with the prospect of a pleasant, 
clean, little house to live in, and a real shop, 
where she could work and earn money; 
then. Cap, hovering in ecstacy over her lily; 
and last, but not least, Mrs. Bird herself, 
who was thinking, as she went home, in the 
tranquil, afternoon sunshine, ”how much 
better it was than making half a dozen stiff 
little calls, in dark, grim parlors!” And 
then, she had got some new friends; real 
friends, not just names for one’s ” calling 
Ifst.” 

And so it came to pass that Jonah Williams 
took his family of boys and moved out of 
town, and the Houstons found a cosy home 
in his pretty house, which was on a pleasant 
street, where a great many nice, friendly 
people lived. 

There was soon plenty of work for Ban to 
do. Discouraged ladies, who liad gone from 
one mechanic to another, begging them to 
** take just a little time from that job and 
make this little trellis,” or ” please, just this 
little square frame, with notches in it, for 
netting my tidy,” were thankful to find a 
young girl, who both could and would do it 
for them, in a clean, little shop, where they 
could come without trailing nice dresses 
through dust, and shavings, and puddles of 
tobacco, and could find a white floor, an easy 
chair, a new magazine, and a bright window, 
graced with a pot or two of pinks and geran¬ 
iums. Whenever it happened that Ban found 
herself puzzled how to make anything, David 
Bird was ready and willing to give her the 
needed information; and it was strange 
how many nice, large pieces of lumber found 
their way to Bannic’s shop, ignominiously 
classed as “bits of stuff he couldn’t find any 
use for.” 


It was always Ban’s task to get supper. 
She liked to do it, and it “ kept her woman¬ 
ly,” her mother said. It was delightful to 
go tripping in and out of the kitchen, in the 
pure air, that was so delicious after breathing 
that hot, sickening steam of simmering vin¬ 
egar all summer. Best of all that 1 have to 
tell of Bannie, she was learning to love God 
better every day. It did not make her mop¬ 
ing or solemn, but kept her blithe and brave, 
and whenever her heart ached, thinking of 
the lost father who had loved her so dearly ; 
whenever the days seemed unutterably lonely 
and dreary, without that dear, homely, big 
brother to tease her, and be cross, and pro¬ 
voking, and tender, all at once; whenever life 
seemed fb be one long, grim battle, then it 
was very sweet to remember that the 
Heavenly Father was near her always, and 
that He would surely “ Hold her in the hol¬ 
low of His hand,” if she loved and trusted 
Him. 

They had been in their new home but a 
little while, when Mrs. Bauer’s sister and the 
thrifty young baker were married, and came 
to live just across the street. Poor Mrs. 
Bauer had been taken to a lunatic asylum* 
and her sister was taking care of the little, 
black-eyed baby. Bannie Houston was ever 
so pleased when she heard of it, and before 
long it happened that she and Mrs. Blau 
came to be firm friends, and Mrs. Blau, who 
was a well-educated woman, and familiar 
with all the best authors of her own lan- 
gave Bannie lessons in German, and 
she learned so &st, and studied so hungrily, 
that her friend said, 

“ O, you will soon read. And then you 
shall know what poetry is. You will not 
want to read English more.” 

Ban did not quite believe that, but she 
kept on studying earnestly as ever. 

A row of maples stood in front of the 
house, brightening every day in the fair, fall 
weather, and there was something vaguely 
sw’eet and spirit like, it seemed to Ban, in 
the mute wavering of their shadows over 
the white door step, and In upon the clean 
shop floor. Sometimes, while she stood at 
her work, busy and thoughtlhl, a little rust¬ 
ling at her feet would startle her, and, looking 
down, she would see a bevy of leaves quiv- 
* ering and shining around her, as if they liad 
come in softly, to make her a happy little 
surprise, such as she loved. 

She was standing so, by her smooth, white 
workbench, with happy yet wlstfhl thoughts, 
one morning, while the bright maple leaves 
went fluttering over the floor around her, 
when a voice that was cheery, and yet had a 
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little trembling in it, spoke, all of a sadden, 
at the door. 

“ Yes, here is the celebrated female arti¬ 
san,” it said. 

And she looked, and saw Cary, ever so 
much taller than when he went away so long 
ago, in the gray dawn, just as homely as 
ever, and just as fond of teasing, but thrilled 
from head to foot with the joy of coming 
home. For, after his first bantering w'ords, 
he looked at Ban a minute, silently holding 
her hands, and then said, in a voice half like 
a sob, 

‘‘ Where’s mother?” 

In the dusk, after that first glad day, when 
Ban came Softly to the door of her little 
shop, she found him there, with his head 
bowed, and his hands over his face, and great 
tears trickling through his fingers. She 
knew what it meant, and came away In 
silence. 

“I forget myself, and keep looking for 
father,” he said to her, after that; “and It’s 
so strange and desolate at night, and I can’t 
sit still, but just want to walk, and walk, 
and listen. I’ve dreaded coming home, in 
the midst of all my longing, just for this.” 
But he added, in a moment, shyly, as of old, 
“We have the comfort, though. Ban, of 
knowing that * one day we shall go to him.’ ” 

Yet the evenings were full of tender joy, 
when they all gathered around the cosy 
autumn lire, with the shadows of Cap’s plants 
stretching far behind them over the walls 
and up on the celling, with good-natured, un¬ 
couth, little Jolly laid in his favorite place, 
across Jerry’s bare, outstretched feet, the 
mother smiling over her sewing, and Cary 
making ridiculous pictures on the old black¬ 
board, or fashioning jumping rabbits out of 
his handkerchief, for the edification of Cap 
and the baby, while Ban read aloud some 
quaint German story or poem, first in the rich, 
rugged original, then in English, which. If not 
very graceful, sounded delightfully piquant 
to her listeners. 

Tlie days had grown brown and frosty when 
Cary went back to the west; back to his 
funny, earnest, little school, to his serene, 
lovely, Quaker home, to his study, and to 
Simeon. And Ban worked on, patient and 
cheery still, with even this fresh loneliness 
upon her. 

Some one has said, “ A day is as good as a 
thousand years, In our great, growing west.” 
“Poor” Frenchto^m faithfully struggled 
out of its Slough of Despond, as the years 
w’cnt by, and there Simeon Hathaway and 


Cary Houston, bravely toiled, and prayed, 
and exulted. Reuben West, after many 
battles with self, and many cries for God’s 
help, learned to control himself. He “ need¬ 
ed no better talisman,” he said, once, “ than 
the scar on Cary Houston’s face.” 

Cary did go to college, after years of hard 
preparatory study, and close saving of earn¬ 
ings, and came out crowned with honors. 
And when, after long lapse of time, two or 
three great railroads crossed each other, just 
at Frcnchtown, people gathered there from 
far and near; and there a stately university 
was built, and the man who, when a boy, had 
taught the poor village children how to 
forget cards, and gambling, and filthy stories, 
and profanity, and learn spelling and arith¬ 
metic, stuffing birds and presenting fiow'ers, 
was now called to occupy the president’s 
chair. 

Many who hod loved him in his boyhood, 
were gone to rest; and surely the glorified 
faces of his father and mother, of Simeon 
and his dear old Quaker mother, looked ra¬ 
diantly down upon him as he stood there, at 
his grand inauguration. 

Ban was there, a little bit of a w’oman, 
listening and watching, with serenely-shining 
face, and quiet, folded hands. 

“ That’s his sister,” said a fair, j^oung girl 
to another beside her. “They say she’s a 
perfect queen of a woman, and has learned 
ever so many languages, studying by herself, 
and she’s been to Europe, and studied archi¬ 
tecture ; and she made the design for that 
splendid great church they’ve just built on 
Cedar avenue. And she used to work in a 
shop, and whittle away like any carpenter.” 

They stood together. Ban and Cary, one 
soft day, looking long and silently out over 
a wide landscax>e, bathed in peaceful Septem¬ 
ber sunshine. Behind them stood their 
lovely home, where “Baby Houston” waa 
growing up a merry girl, and Cap and Jerry 
always came to be glad, on “ great days,” 
like Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Ban spoke first, out of the happy hush 
that had come over them. 

“Yes,” she said, In her thankfhiness, “It 
is ‘ loving God that makes life sweet, and 
death a triumph.’ ” 

Many battles they had fought, these quiet, 
Christian hearts, since those dark days in 
their childhood; battles in the midst of dark¬ 
ness, with doubt and despair; but they had 
loved and trusted Him whose arm is strong, 
and whose heart is tender and pitiful, and 
had conquered. 
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CRADLE SONG. 

RT DAVID D. UUDRON. 

Come to baby, gentle Bleep, 

Come to baby now; 

Let yonr drowsy pinions sweep 
Ronnd his rosy brow. 

Softly close his tiny eyes, 

For his little bed ; 

Charm his slumbers where he lies, 
Till the sky is red. 

Make his dreamy visions blest; 
Show him fairy bowers; 

Rock him in the arms of rest. 

Like the bees on flowers ; 

Jingle bells about his feet; 

Blow your elfln horn ; 

With the breath of roses sweet. 
Fan his face till mom. 

Kindle stare to light his dreams. 
Past the waning moon ; 

Bear him over winding streams. 
On the clouds of June; 

Sail him safely while he glides 
O'er this azure sea: 

When his ship at anchor rides. 
Bring him back to me. 


FRANK. 

BY MRS. B. J. LAKET. 


I know very little of my hero before the 
tender ago of two w-eeks, when he went to 
live with a gentleman who paid fop this lit< 
tie, sprawling, creeping bit of dog flesh, the 
sum of five dollars in gold. HU master, 
whom I shall call Mr. S., took him in his 
arras, cairied him home, and setting him 
down in the midst of the family circle, said 
to his wife, “There is a dog to whose edu¬ 
cation I shall attend in person.*’ 

Mrs. 8. was not at all delighted with the 
prospect of having a puppy about the house, 
to worry the cat, and do sundry other mis¬ 
chievous things, that little dogs are noj 
above doing. But the puppy, whom her 
husband had already named “Frank,** soon 
proved to be so superior to any she had ever 
seen before, she not only lost all her preju¬ 
dice against him, but became his firm IHend. 

Frank grew apace, and from the first, gave 
indications of great talent and remarkable 
aptitude in learning to do usefVil things 
about the house. The first lesson he re¬ 
ceived, was on the subject of obedience. 
His master not only taught him to obey 
without a murmur, but that his own author¬ 
ity was to be the law, and superior to all 
others. As is generally the case, this was 
the most difficult thing for him to learn, and 


was only done through severe suflTering. 
From the first, Frank showed the greatest 
delight at the sight of a gun, and for a time 
he was ready to follow any man who carried 
one. Though this was not unnoticed nor un¬ 
appreciated by Mr. 8., he knew the dog must 
be taught, that he could not serve two 
masters. 

One day, about this time, Frank w ent into 
a terrible state of excitement, at seeing two 
men, armed with guns, come up to the gate. 
He fiew about at a great rate, and w’as on 
the alert the moment they started for the 
field. By a sly arrangement with the men, 
Frank was to be coaxed to follow them for 
a mile, when he was to be whipped and sent 
home, which he seemed to understand, for, 
in the course of an hour, he came back in a 
very melancholy frame of mind, and most 
thoroughly humbled, when his master re¬ 
monstrated with him about the folly of his 
course. I think, however, it took one more 
lesson of this kind, before he was proof 
against the temptation to follow a gun with¬ 
out express permission; but when he once 
learned it, he never forgot it. He was a fa¬ 
mous hunter, and nothing afforded him so 
ranch pleasure as to see his master take do%vn 
his gun ; but fond as he was of field sports, 
he would not follow, if commanded to stay 
at home. Once, when, for some good rea¬ 
son, Mr. 8. wished him to remain, he told 
him to lie down in a field not far from the 
house, and stay till he should come back, 
which he supposed would be in an hour or 
two. This must have proved a sore trial to 
poor Frank, for his master was detained all 
the afternoon, and went home at dark, for¬ 
getting that the dog was not there, and only 
remembering his promise to him when some 
one of the family inquired for him. Mr. 8. 
went immediately to the spot, and found the 
faithful creature, tir^d and hungry enopgh, 
but true to his tacit promise to stay till 
called for. 

On one occasion, two gentlemen came out 
from Chicago to hunt prairie chickens with 
his master. Frank did himself great credit 
that day, and was much praised and petted 
by them; but to show how little he was 
affected by all their fine speeches about him, 
1 must tell you bow he treated them. They 
came in about dark, and leaving all the game 
and their own guns in his care, they went to 
the house of his master for tea. When it 
was near train time, they set out for the 
depot without Mr. 8., who, being very tired, 
had excused himself from going down with 
them, telling them to accept his share of the 
chickens and take them home. Presently, 
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as t4ie whistle was heard, they went to get 
the guns and the game; but Frank objected. 

“No, sirs,” he seemed to say, “ You can’t 
have anything out of this bunk, unless you 
get the right man to identify you. I was 
entrusted to keep these things until called 
for by my master. All your flattery in the 
fleld goes for nothing, when my honor is at 
stake.” 

Nearer and faster came the train; but 
Frank was uncompromising, nor could they 
get so much as a gun or a bird, until his 
master came and gave the order in person. 

About the flrst evidence of a disposition 
to be useful, he showed by carrying eggs, 
one at a time, into the house and laying 
them carefully at the feet of the cook. He 
was praised so much for this, that he Anally 
took the responsibility of gathering the eggs. 
Whenever he heard a hen cackle, he would 
instantly start for the bam, and search until 
he found the egg. On one occasion, he 
undertook to save steps by bringing in two, 
w'hereupon one of them rolled out of his 
mouth and was broken. This caused him so 
much mortifleation, that he never attempted 
it a second time. His master taught him to 
All the w'ood box in this way. One summer, 
when the wood pile consisted wholly of the 
small, round branches of dead trees, he told 
Frank to take a stick in his mouth, then, 
taking one in his hand, he ran and put it into 
the wood box. Frank followed and dropped 
his stick in the same place. In a little 
while, he learned to see if the wood box was 
empty, and would invariably go to work 
and bring in sticks enough to All it. This 
he did as long as the small, round wood 
lasted. I have been thus particular in giving 
the mode of training a dog to carry in 
wood, because I am of the opinion, if dogs 
can be taught this useful trade, there will 
be so much more time for boys to play. 

When Frank was about a year old, he 
made a most remarkable discovery. He 
found something in the barnyard, that he 
evidently thought too good to keep, and he 
instantly started for the house, where he 
bounced into the parlor and said, as plainly 
as he could by various barkings and lea pings, 
pulling at the skirt of his mistress, and run¬ 
ning to and fro in the most excited manner, 
“ I’ve found something in the barnyard that 
will surprise you. Just come out with me, 
and I will show you the greatest curiosity 
you ever saw. Some funny, little things, 
making the queerest noise in the world, and 
upon my word they are not prairie chickens.” 

Mrs. S., attracted by his strange actions, 
followed him out, and, lo! a dozen young 


chickens just out of the shell. Frank never 
could admire them sufficiently, and he seemed 
to feel they needed bis special protection, 
for he would bark and threaten flgbt, if any 
one who had no right, attempted to inter¬ 
fere with them. 

His love for cats was less marked, though 
he never showed any desire to hurt them, 
unless in some way they interfered with his 
comfort. The house cat he had a good deal 
of kindness for, but he had no conAdence in 
her honesty, as he abundantly proved, when¬ 
ever any food was left in his care, by con¬ 
stantly keeping his eye on her. 

One morning, Mr. S. went qu\|te early to 
the market, and, bringing home the meat, 
laid it on a table in a shed adjoining the 
kitchen. Puss no sooner smelled the meat, 
than she made up her mind to have her 
breakfast off one end of the beautiful steak. 
Frank watched her, and with a thorough 
contempt for her dishonorable intention, 
warned her, by a quick, sharp bark, that he 
would not permit it. He would suffer her 
to climb upon the table, but just as she 
would get her delicate nose within a few 
inches of the meat, he would haul her down. 
Not discouraged, how'cver, the cat would 
jump up on the other side of the table, and 
try again. Frank’s protestations against 
the theft grew louder every minute, until 
he attracted his master and mistress to the 
spot, where they watched the proceeding. 
About the fourth , or flflh effort on kitty’s 
part, met with the deserv^ed retribution. 
Frank was so disgusted with her persistence 
in w rong doing, that he seized her none too 
gently by the back, carried her out of the 
house to the pig pen, and, climbing up on 
the top, dropped her down among the hun- 
gry pigs. Puss was too smart to let them 
eat her; and I suppose the dog knew this, 
for he manifested no surprise or displeasure, 
w’hen, a few' minutes after, she returned to 
yie house. 

In the fall of 1856, Frank went to Arkan¬ 
sas with his master and mistress. Here he 
distinguished himself as a hunter, and was 
so much valueS, that Mr. 8. was offered one 
hundred dollars In gold for him; but he 
would almost as soon have thought of soil¬ 
ing any other friend. 

One little instance shows how thoroughly 
he hated everjihing like deception. He was 
following beside his master's horse one day, 
on the return from a hunting expedition, 
when an animal he had never seen before, 
fell from the branches of a small tree into 
the path before him. The creature was to 
all appearance dead. Frank turned it ove? 
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once or twice, and was about to leave it, 
when it opened its mouth and took In a little 
of hU under lip. Frank shook it off in¬ 
stantly, and a moment later crushed every 
bone in its body. His fury was as terrible 
as his hatred of ''opossuming was hearty. 
He left it a moment, and then went back 
and bruised it ever and over again, as if he 
said, “Pli teach you, you deceitful cub, to 
treat your superiors in that way.’* 

His master, who sat on his horse almost 
convulsed with laughter at what to Frank 
was evidently no Joke, now alighted, picked 
up the opossum, and tied it to Ills saddle, 
with the Intention of taking it to the negroes, 
who regard it as very choice eating. But 
Frank no sooner discovered the wretcli in so 
comfortable a position, than he sprang and 
caught it by the head and brought it to the 
ground, where he thrashed it until his sense 
of Justice was satisfied. 

But the saddest part of my history is yet 
to be told. 

There came a time, when the mania 
for poisoning dogs was wide spread, and 
the town where Frank lived did not escape. 
But his master thought to save him, by 
sending him to a cousin in Kankakee, until 
such calamities should be ended. Frank 
staid, homesick enough, for a few days, 
and then disappeared, and has never been 
heard ffom since. 

It is not at all probable that he committed 
suicide; but he undoubtedly set out to find 
his master, and either lost his way, or died 
in the search. For some years Mr. S. enter¬ 
tained a vague belief that he should find him 
again, but as the time went by, he aban¬ 
doned all hope. HU master and mistress 
still mourn him, and never lose a good 
opportunity of expatiating on his virtues. 
TTiey have a likeness, taken early in his life, 
'Which is sometime to be enlarged and per¬ 
haps painted life size. 

The people of Turner, too, still keep his 
memory green, where he is remembered as 
“ that wonderful dog.” 


JUNE. 


BY L. D. NICHOLS. 


O, happy June, when our hearts are in tune 
With all things bright and good; 

When the roses bloom, and a sweet perfhme 
Breathes out ft'om the fresh, green wood; 
When the birds all sing, and each living thing 
Peels it Joy but to live and grow. 

All Is life and love, ffom the sun above 
To the butterflies gay below. 


W^TER SILVER. 

BY M. B. BANNISTER. 

You never heard of water silver^ did you ? 
That is the meaning of the Latin name for 
the fluid metal we call quicksilver. I think 
it a very expressive name. 

The richest quicksilver mines in the world, 
according to the old geographies, were those 
of Almaden, in Spain. So, when the Span¬ 
iards of Mexico found in California a mine 
still richer, they called it New Almaden. 

New Almaden Is In the beautiful moun¬ 
tains that bound the Santa Clara valley, and 
is about sixty miles south of San Francisco. 

One bright June day, we made a picnic 
there, starting early, for we had fifteen miles 
to ride from the town of Santa Clara. But 
we did not ride quite fifteen miles, for wdien 
the hills were long and steep, we walked up, 
to rest the horses. 

At last a pair of roving eyes fell on a black 
hole, half way up a mountain side. ThaVe 
where we are going. A railroad track comes 
out of the hole, and ends at what you would 
call a great pile of stones. That is the ore, 
which is here broken into pieces about the 
size of your fist, and then taken in wagons a 
couple of miles down the road to the works. 
But now we are going into the mine. 

Each one lights a candle, in broad daylight, 
and bravely marches into the tunnel. We 
look like a procession of Romish penitents, 
don’t we ? 

There’s an alarm, now, at the head of the 
column, and we all crowd up to the damp 
sides of the long, long corridor, to make 
w'-ay for a car of ore. How hard those two 
men have to push ! and yet it Is not a very 
large car. We are beginning to think it a 
very ” long lane,” when suddenly we come 
upon a steam engine hissing away in the dim 
light of a few candles; and this is the end of 
the tunnel. We are in the very heart of the 
hill, with the summit directly over us, and 
the mouth of the tunnel glimmering in 
the distance like a star. Near by is the 
” chapel,” a small alcove In the rock, where 
a few candles are kept burning to propitiate 
tlie patron saint of the mine; for many of 
the w'orkmen are native Mexicans, and, of 
course, devout Catholics. 

Just before us is the perpendicular, de¬ 
scending shaft, looking so black and myste¬ 
rious that some of the party declare they 
have had enough of the mine; so they ” right 
about face,” and march back toward day¬ 
light. 

A young lady and gentleman who are wil- 
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ling to perish together, step into the “old 
oaken bucket’’ that hangs in this very deep 
well, and the hissing engine slowly lowers 
them into the abyss. Before the empty 
bucket returns, some of us have determined 
to take our fate into our own hands, going 
down via the ladders. 

We descend a ladder tw'elve or fifteen feet 
long, and then w'alk along till we see our 
guide disappear dowm a dark hole, when we 
follow him down another ladder, holding our 
candles tightly all the while. There must 
have been twenty of those ladders; some 
long, some short, some with a round missing, 
or one or two decayed. 

Nothing but stubborn perseverance can 
carry us tiurough—except the impossibility 
of getting back without the guide. Think 
of being lost, dowm there In the bowels of the 
earth! 

Harry says “ Guess which way Is north!” 
But of course nobody can tell. 

Pretty soon we begin to fill our pockets 
with “ rocks.” How would you like to 
crawl through a low passage on Jrour hands 
and knees, still carrying your candle ? But 
we are rewarded with some very rich speci¬ 
mens. The ore, cinnabar, is sulphuret of 
mercury; that is, sulphur and quicksilver 
chemically united. It appears like bright- 
red earth, only it Is very heavy. We used 
some of it to paint the pale cheeks of those 
who were frightened out of their natural 
color by the ride in the bucket. The speci¬ 
mens we put in our pockets shone like 
silver, there was so much loose mercury 
mixed with the cinnabar. 

Now we meet our fViends who went down 
in the bucket. We are told that we can go 
still sixty feet deeper, but nobody wants to. 
We see a man coming up from there, on a 
ladder which consists of a single beam of 
wood, notched Into steps. We have already 
encountered one such ladder, and don’t care 
for any more. This man is a Mexican, and 
has a neck like a young steer. He carries a 
great sack of ore upon his back, fastened by 
a strap passing around his forehead. After 
he has dropped his load at our feet, we are 
curious to see how heavy It is; and the 
strongest man In our party can scarcely 
move it from Its place. Yes, boys, he is 
stronger than you are likely ever to be, but 
he will lose his strength before long. Al¬ 
ready there is a sickly pallor showing 
through the duskiness of his skin. And if 
he continues to work among the fhmes of 
mercury, he will Just as surely be wlivatedy 
as though his doctor had been dosing him 
with calomel, which is a preparation of this 


same lively metal. Perhaps that is what 
makes oa feel so weak and faint, and perhaps 
it Is the excitement and fatigue of those 
tedious ladders. At any rate we are glad to 
ride up, like so much lifeless ore, in the 
great, dirty bucket. Up we go, two at a 
trip, singing the “Star Spangled Banner,” 
as we go; then through the long, straight 
tunnel, and out into the sunlight. 

How strange it seems, after tw'a hours 
underground I 

“ Just look at your dress!” 

“ And yours!” 

Sure enough! my blue merino was plen¬ 
tifully adorned with white spots—of sperm, 
interspersed with streaks of vermilion. But 
it’s worth several dresses to see all this. 
Don’t you think so? 

There I we haven’t been to the work»! 
But we must go home now, for the sun sets 
early behind these great mountains. We 
will come back and see the rest, if Mr. 
Sewell says you would like to; for he has 
known you longer than I have. 


VIOLETS. 

BT AUCE G. FOOTE. 

Where honey bees settle and hover. 

And, nodding, the buttercups stand 
All down thro' the grass and the clover. 
Way out in the sweet meadow land. 

The cattle have made them a pathway. 

And, driving the oxen up through, 

I've found in the dawn of the morning. 

How violets dream in the dew. 

While, all In the fair summer weather. 

The robins sing loud In the trees. 

And in the first hush o' the morning, 

The red rose rocketh her bees. 

Tells the brown bird, ever so softly. 

To mother bird down in the nest. 

He knows, by the sweetness about theai. 
What scarcely their hearts have confessed. 

How all through the shine and the shadow, 
Through the sunshine sweet, and the rain. 
In the heart of each blue-eyed dreamer 
A nestling sunbeam has lain. 

Where the brown bees settle and hover. 
And, nodding the buttercups stand. 

All down thro’ the knot grass and clover. 

In the midst of the sweet meadow land. 

The cattle have made them a pathway. 

And, driving the oxen down through. 

Pve found, in the dawn of the evening. 

The violets, dead in the dew. 
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APPLE BLOSSOMS. 



BY MRS. EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER 


Up through the wood paths, with bird songs 
abont her. 

May has come softly, the beautiful child I 
Skies that were sullen and Joyless without her. 
Broke Into sunshine above her and smiled. 


Green on the uplands the wheat fields arc spring¬ 
ing. 

Cowslips are shining, and daisies are white; 
Thro’ the still meadows the waters are singing. 
Brimming with melody, hashing with light. 


Blooming with clover the orchards an? growing. 
Flecked by the shadows that tremble and glide; 
Round their gray trunks, when the west wind is 
blowing. 

Sways the young grass in a billowy tide. 


Strong as the arms of a giant, yet tender. 

See what a treasure they lift to the sky I 
Take your red roses, aflame with their splendor. 
We love the apple trees, robin and I. 


Hark I how the oriole, flashing and glowing. 
Trills his clear whistle, so mellow and wild. 
Where, o'er the tops, with a lavish bestowing. 
Drift upon drift, the sweet blossoms are piled. 


Where is the lip that has worthily sung them? 

Tinted like sea shells, or whiter than spow. 
Bees, all the day, as they linger among them. 
Drowsy with nectar, are murmuring low. 

Pillowed beneath them, I dream, as I listen. 

How the long summer above them shall shine. 
Till on the boughs the ripe fruitage shall glisten. 
Tawny and golden, or redder than wine. 

In the bright days of the mellow September, 
How we shall shout ns w'o gather them in. 
Hoarding their wealth for the chilly Deri*mber, 
Heaping them high in the cellar and bin. 

Then, when the snow in the moonlight is gleam¬ 
ing. 

Up from the darkness the apples we’ll bring, 
Praising their sweets, where the firelight is 
beaming; 

Globes of rich nectar, a poet might sing. 

Tales of the Vikings our lips will be telling; 

Yet. when the sagas are anno, we shall say, 

“ Here's to the laud where the summer is dwell¬ 
ing. 

Here's to the apple tree, monarch of May !*’ 
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GIRLS OF THE FAR NORTH. 

BT SUSAN COOLIDOB. 


NUXBKB THBU. 

Jeanette Berqlind. Miss Bbbo. Jbknt Ldtb. 

“ The top of the morning” to you, dear 
fellow travellers. Why, what a row of 
bright faces ! all the sleepiness and dullness 
of last night quite gone, and lips and cheeks 
as rosy as heart could wish. The sun shines, 
too. All promises well for our day. 

What shall we have for breakfast ? Baby 
May, remembering the bilberries of last 
night, shouts out **Jam!” at which the 
rest all laugh. But why not ? This is the 
land of jam, and we arc told to do in Rome 
as the Romans do. Jam it shall be, red 
whortleberry this time, and very good, too. 
Rusks and coffee, also, for coffee is an insti¬ 
tution, here—everybody drinks it; and the 
Swedish rusks are famous. Put on as much 
butter as you like. People here are very 
fond of it, and are said to ‘‘ bread their but¬ 
ter,” instead of buttering their bread. And 
here is a pitcher full of cream, and a bowl 
of rich milk apiece. We shall do famously. 

Having finished, and said our ” thank 
grace,” as ail good Swedish children do, we 
will set forth. This fine street is the “Drott- 
nlngs garten,” or Queen street. It is the 
)>est in Stockholm, and here are all the grand 
sluips. They are kept on rather a funny 
plan. Each merchant confines himself to 
three or four things, and half the time these 
things do not bear any particular relation to 
each other. Here, for example, ribbons are 
sold, but not buttons, nor sewing silk, nor 
trimming; and here arc worsteds, but should 
you happen to want knitting needles, the 
merchant stares as if he never heard of such 
things. You can buy a brush in this shop, 
but If you wish for a comb, you must go to 
the “comb shop,” a long way off, in the 
other part of the city. This store is devoted 
to hoop skirts, fringe, pen wipers, and china 
dolls* heads; and here they keep lamp oil, 
thread, tape, and dried fish. It is extremely 
puzzling, and I’m glad we have not much 
shopping to do. We will only lay in a stock 
of gingerbread, as we pass this odd little 
stall on the comer, for a long walk is before 
us, and we may be glad of lunch, by and by. 

We are making for the country. Street 
after street, bridge after bridge, and now the 
houses grow scattering and far apart, and we 
arc come to the outskirts of the city. The 
fields stretch far beyond; here and there a 
windmill waves its long arms. Late as it is, 
plowing is going on in that distant meadow. 


Probably the old horse that draws the plow 
did not get his bit of the “ yule goat ” early 
enough to begin at the right time. Do you 
know what the “ yule goat” is? Wc don’t 
have him in America. He is a queer figure 
of dough, shaped like a goat, with long 
horns, which is baked at Christmas time, 
and then put away till spring, when every 
animal on the &rm Is expected to cat a little 
piece. The peasants fancy it makes horses 
and oxen strong and fit for labor; but 1 guess 
a little good com would do quite as w'ell. 

* There is the place we are bound for, that 
neat, wooden house, painted red. There is 
a name marked upon the fence, in black let> 
ters—Louisa-berg—which is the name of the 
queen, after whom the house is christened. 
But people generally call It “The Silent 
School.” The front door is wide open. We 
can go in when we like, but before doing so, 
let us sit down upon the steps a few minutes, 
and I will tell you the story of Miss Berg- 
lind, who established the school years ago, 
and is its teacher. 

Her parents died when she was very young, 
and left her, a little, pale, deformed child, 
quite lame, and decidedly deaf. She was 
sent to Manilla to be educated, which is an 
enormous asylum for deaf and dumb persons 
on the shores of the Baltic. But large as it 
is, the number of such unfortunates in Swe¬ 
den is so great that it cannot receive nearly 
all who apply. And admirably as it is man¬ 
aged, such a huge establishment cannot pos¬ 
sibly give any of the tender care of home to 
its inmates. And as little Jeanette BergUnd 
grew up there, the conviction that a smaller 
school for younger children was imperatively 
needed, forced itself more and more upon 
her mind. 

To found such a school, became the great 
wish of her heart. But she was lame, sickly, 
and poor, and nothing seemed less likely 
than that she would ever be able to do so. 
Still she cherished the idea, and after she 
had reached the proper age for leaving Ma¬ 
nilla, she stayed on {or year* as a 

teacher, that she might acquire the neces¬ 
sary knowiedge to manage such a school, 
should the chance ever come. 

At last a relation died and left her a small 
property. Very small it was—not more than 
a hundred dollars. No one but herself would 
have thought it enough to begin with, but 
she did, and so she “ demanded her msOorlty ” 
—that is, to be made of age by law, and de¬ 
clared competent to set up for herself. Her 
friends all told her that she was acting rashly, 
and would get into debt and danger; but she 
refused to listen, came to Stockholm with 
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her hundred dollars, and rented a little 
house. 

Another brave, unselfish girl oflfered to be 
assistant without any recompense, except 
board and lodging, and' still another volun¬ 
teered as servant. The hundred dollars w'ere 
spent in furniture and schoolbooks, and an 
adveiliscment was put into the papers, stat¬ 
ing that deaf and dumb children would be 
received and instructed for very moderate 
terms. But none came. People did not 
like to be the first to try a new experiment. 
And again Jeanette’s friends reproached her 
and prophesied evil. But the brave, little 
creature never faltered. Paying pupils not 
coming, she Just went out and collected as 
many as her house would hold from among 
those who could not pay. They struggled 
on for a year, and then she gave up her 
house, and moved the whole flock out into 
the country, where we find them. By this, 
everybody began to see what a capital 
thing w^as doing. Pupils came and money 
came. The superintendent at Manilla re¬ 
commended the plan. Another teacher—a 
young deaf and dumb man—offered his 
services; and the government voted it a 
grant of money, and tiymed it into a state 
Institution. 

It was at the very hight of their difilcul- 
ties, that Tante Fredrika made the appeal I 
told you about—an appeal “ To the Talking 
Children of Sweden from the Children of the 
Silent School.” A perfect shower of money, 
from the length and breadth of the land, 
was the reply; and Miss Berglind was re¬ 
lieved from all her anxieties. 

And now we will go in. First a narrow 
entry we see, with wralls painted all over in 
green leaves and fiowers, to resemble a green 
house. This is the schoolroom, where, while 
we sat talking on the steps, the dinner table 
has been set. The children arc sittinj^bout 
the room, studying away as quietly as mice, 
but when they see us enter, they jump up 
and give such a buzz of surprise, that it 
brings in Miss Berglind from the other room. 
The little ones flock round her. No wonder 
they love her, for, in spite of her paleness 
and her limp, she has the sweetest sort of 
a face. Some people are beautiful outside, 
and some inside, you know; but the inside 
beauty generally contrives to shine through 
and make a plain outside lovely. 

How rosy and well the children look. It 
was a wise thing to bring them out of the 
city to the pure country air. Some of them 
are very smart, and can tell everything we 
say by watching the motions of our lips. 
They cackle like little chickens, and flap 


their arms when they are pleased, aqd seem 
very happy and good humored. 

” That’s right, Agnes.” 

Agnes has slipped the gingerbread she 
bought in Queen street, into the hand of a 
little durntyrirl, who is so evidently delight¬ 
ed with thrift, that at once Jimmy, Jack, 
and all begin to unload their pockets. Even 
baby May finds a baby of her own age on 
whom to bestow her piece. The “Silent 
School” becomes quite a noisy one, the 
children making all kinds of odd noises to 
express their pleasure ; and now, as dinner 
is coming in, hot and smelling very nice, we 
will say goodbye to brave Miss Berglind, and 
take our way back again to the city. 

“ Where shall we go now ?” asks Jack. 

I think to the “Djungard,” which is the 
Central Park of Stockholm, and a most bcan- 
tlful one. We will enter by the “ Blue Gate,” 
called so for some old-time reason, probably, 
for there is not a bit of blue about it. Did 
you ever see such a park ? It is the finest in 
Europe—stretching away for miles, with 
lakes, rocks, trees, carriage drives as smooth 
as glass, deep forest glades wild enough for 
squirrels and gypsies—everything you can 
think of. Here all Stockholm comes the 
summer long, to walk, and sit, and eat ices 
and drink coffee from the neat restaurants 
which dot the park here and there. There 
is one of them, “Hazel Mount” byname, 
where they make capital ice cream. Who 
would like some ? 

“ I! and I! and I!” is the general shont. 

Very well, you shall have i^. I will treat 
everybody. 

“ W^alter, twenty-two ice creams, if you 
please; lemon and vanilla.” 

I won’t say another word, either, till the 
spoons have stopped clinking, for I know 
you all prefer that music to any sort of con¬ 
versation. 

And now, rested and cooled off, we will 
return to town by steamboat, for these cun¬ 
ning little craft are plying to and fro all day 
long. Isn’t it nice that the Stockholm people 
can get to their park so easily and cheaply ? 

Don’t hurry quite so fast up this street, for 
Miss Berg lives there, and I want yon to 
know' about her. We won’t go in and dis¬ 
turb her, but Just stand under the window' 
for a minute. The police are used to seeing 
strangers stop and stare about, so they won’t 
disturb us, especially as we arc n%ither beg¬ 
ging nor playing the hand organ. 

Miss Berg was once a little girl, like the 
rest of us, but I fear Emma will begin laugh¬ 
ing at me again, when I confess that I don’t 
know much about her till she was fifty years 
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old ! She had a dear friend who lived with 
her up to that time ; then this friend died, 
and poor Mies Berg was so loneiy that she 
didn't know what to do. 

Just then, as if sent directly from God, the 
idea came into her head of goin||to Lapland 
and teaching the poor childreWhere, who 
were dreadfuily ignorant and negiected. She 
asked her clergyman what she ought to do ? 
He advised her to take time for reflection, 
and if she found the idea staying by her, to 
consider it a call to duty, and to go for six 
months. But she said “ Noif she went 
at all, it should be for three years. 

After thinking it over for some time, she 
resolved to go. It was very hard for her at 
flrst, for Lapland is a cold, dreary country. 
No house for a school could be had, ajid her 
scholars were so ragged and starved that it 
half broke her heart to see them. After a 
while, she put up, at her own expense, a 
small, stone schoolhouse, and Ailed the cellar 
with sacks of potatoes, that the poor children 
she taught might be sure of at least one good 
meal a day. They were all glad to come, 
and they studied eagerly. One day, the les¬ 
son would be in the Swedish tongue, and 
the next in the Lappish, which pleased the 
parents, for they liked to have strangers 
take an interest in their language. 

Miss Berg made them study a great deal 
out of the Bible, and she talked much to 
them of our Lord Jesus Christ. Once, four 
of the older girls were so touched and excited 
by what she was saying of His great love 
toward us, that they jumped up of one 
accord, and, rushing into the mid^e of the 
room, clasped hands and cried, “We will 
always be the Lord's 1 We will belong to 
none other T’ 

“ What are they doing cried a tiny 
child, running forward and trying to reach 
up her little hands. “ Whatever it is. I’m in 
it! I’m in it 1“ 

From that day those girls counted them¬ 
selves as “ belonging to the Lord,” and in 
after life they proved themselves real Chris¬ 
tians. Think what good their example may 
have done. We drop a little seed into the 
ground, but never can guess what forests 
may spring up. 

There were lonely days and nights in that 
stone hut, we may be sure ; especially when 
the winters set in with ice, and snow, and 
howling storms. But good Miss Berg did 
not falter. Bhe staid seven years, instead of 
three, and her school, which she left to other 
hands, is still kept up. It was a beautifhl 
way of comforting herself after trouble, 
wasn’t it ? 


And now, kissing our hands to her win¬ 
dow, (how little she guesses that we are all 
out here), we will move on to quite a differ¬ 
ent place—to the theater where Jenny Lind 
sang for the first time as a little girl. It was 
in a small opera, acted by the pupils of the 
theater, and Jenny performed the part of a 
beggar—such a droll, saucy, fascinating, 
little beggar as was never seen before. 

She was only nine years old, and everybody 
predicted that she would become a great 
wonder. But after two years, her voice, 
which was very beautiful,, suddenly grew 
harsh and thick, and she was forbidden to 
sing. It was terribly discouraging, for she 
was poor, and her voice was all she had. 
But she loved music so truly and passion¬ 
ately, that, though she might not sing, she 
studied hard all the same, learning the piano 
and the science of music, and- training her 
poor, hoarse throat to all sorts of difficult 
movements. After four years’ patience, she 
met with reward. All of a sudden her‘voice 
broke out again, “ iike a flower,” more clear 
and brilliant than ever, and she became the 
most famous singer in the world. 

She sang in Paris, London, and America. 
Everj'body flocked ^o hear her. - Flowers 
and gold and gifts were showered before her 
like a dream of fairy land. And through it 
all, she remained the same, sweet, womanly 
creature, unspoiled by flattery, and unchilled 
by fame. She sang as the birds sing, out of 
her loving, happy heart, and simply as a 
child. Miss Bremer asked her, once, what 
were her thoughts on one particular evening, 
when she had been more than usually ap¬ 
plauded? Her answer was that she had 
been remembering all the time that in the 
morning she had neglected to sew a string 
on to her cloak t t 

Wherever she went, she found means for 
helping the poor. It is said that her chari¬ 
ties in the United States alone amounted to 
fifty thousand dollars. 

At last she married and left the stage for 
a quiet and happy life at home. She lives 
in London, now, and is an excellent wife and 
mother, but Sweden still claims her as a 
child, and Swedish people arc proud of her. 
She is always working for and aiding the des¬ 
titute of her native land, in various ways. 
One year, she and her daughters sent to the 
“ deaconesses” of Stockholm, two hundred 
yards of linen and woolen cloth, made by 
themselves. 

But now the streets are growing chill and 
dusky, and we must be going back to the 
foiendly inn. We will just stop one minute 
at this house with gaily-lighted windows, for 
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there is something pretty to be seen there— 
no other than a bride! The doors stand 
open^ and anybody who likes goes in to hare 
a look, while the groomsmen, with tall, sil¬ 
ver candlesticks in hand, stand round to 
light her up, so that all may get a good 
view. No wonder she blushes, with so many 
pairs of eyes fixed upon her. I’m glad we 
have no such custom in America, aren’t you ? 

And now, if you don’t mind one more night 
at the hotel, we will take to-morrow for a 
journey to Lapland, which I think you will 
all like to ^isit. I have borrowed a “ wish¬ 
ing carpet” from the fairies for the journey, 
so that it will take almost no time at all to 
come and go; and when we are ready, the' 
same carpet will carry us across the Atlantic 
again, and land us safely at home. 


SALT HAY. 

BY PLORENCE AULSPAUOH. 

The salt meadows arc a strip of land from 
seven to eight miles wide, stretching for a 
distance of many miles along the coast of 
New Jersey. It is overgrown with short 
grass, from which the salt hay is cut. So 
low is this strip of country, that the tide 
runs over it for a distance of several miles; 
and this flow and ebb of the tide has made 
it as level as the floor. 

Tlic soil is so thin, that in walking over it, 
you see and feel it shaking and swaying l>c- 
ncath your feet. Thickly scattered over It, 
arc openings in the earth—many having a 
depth of six or seven feet, and measuring 
four or five feet across. They diminish In 
size, until they become as small as an ordi¬ 
nary-sized wooden pail. They are ftill to 
the top with water, while floating on the 
surface, is a covering of dried g^rass and sage 
that the tide brings In. 

So uncertain is the depth of son beneath 
the salt meadows, that it is only for a dis¬ 
tance of a mUe and a half, or two, that a 
carriage can venture, without running the 
risk of going to the slimy and watery bot¬ 
tom beneath. 

Many of the old people relate, that the 
part of It which will just bear the weight of a 
light carriage now, has been just as unsafe 
as that portion nearer the sea. Undoubt¬ 
edly it is all settling down, to become just 
as firm as the inland. 

It is conjectured, that what is now the 
salt meadow, was once the bottom of the 
sea, and from the comparatively short time 
in which the outer edge has become stable 
and firm, it is probable the sea has receded 
within the historic period. 


When the grass on the salt meadows reaches 
its maximum growth, which is about Sep¬ 
tember, the farmer watches, not the pro¬ 
phetic clouds that he may ”make hay while 
the sun shines,” but he must be on the field 
to take advantage of the ebbing tide. No 
sooner has it flowed off from the meadow, 
than they fall to their work of mowing. 
The grass is so hard and tough, that it 
requires the exorcise of strong arms to bring 
it to the g^nnd. When it is cut, they 
immediately begin raking, and prepare to 
stack it, not waiting for it to diy, for in a 
few hours the return tide would give it a 
soaking, carry it out into the ocean, regard¬ 
less of the hungry cattle that would be 
wanting to eat it the next winter; but the 
haymakers anticipate the return of the re¬ 
lentless tide, and Immediately fall to work 
and carry the hay on poles to the place of 
stacking. 

The first thing done by these jolly hay¬ 
makers, is to draw cuts, and see who is the 
unlucky one whose lot it is to go behind the 
load, for great is the fun of the foremost 
one, who at last succeeds, by much contriv¬ 
ing and twisting, to beguile his unwary' 
companions into the treacherous salt holes. 

The hay being stacked, it is left until the 
next winter, when Jack Frost will congeal, 
in his icy fingers, the tide water, before it 
has time to get out of his reach and return 
again to the sea. The meadows will be 
frozen over. The waiting fhrmcr then 
comes with his horses and wagons to gather 
home his hay. He drives on to the ice, 
w'hich. Judging fh>m the appearance of it, is * 
strong enough to be secure. It is hollow 
beneath the ice, and the rumbling of the 
wagons over this drum of nature, 

soimds like the rolling of thunder. The 
wagons are racked, like those used in hauling 
barrels. The filling up of these goes on 
briskly. It is exhilarating work; occasion¬ 
ally, however, it is interrupted by the floun¬ 
dering of a horse, which has gone through 
the ice into a salt hole below. The attempts 
of the unfortunate animal to get out, only 
sink him deeper and deeper into the hole. 
He soon quietly submits himself to his fate, 
and he then finds his owner coming to the 
rescue. A rope is taken, a noose (s made at 
one end, and it is slipped over his head. 
The anxious owner does not hope either to 
coax or lead him out. It is a question of 
life or death. The rope is fastened to an¬ 
other horse, whose work it is to draw out 
the unfortunate animal. He seems to com¬ 
prehend It all, and begins pulling with all 
his might. His companion at the other end 
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of the rope for a moment moves not, but 
soon the rope begins to draw tighter and 
tighter around his neck; he is beginning to 
choke; his eyes are ready to start from their 
sockets, but the determined rescuer pulls 
on; and, in the agony of death, the horse 
begins to flounder, makes one more effort, 
jumps out, and is saved. 

Sometimes, during a whole winter, the 
water is not frozen sufliciently to venture on, 
and the gathering of the hay must then be 
deferred until the more favorable next year. 

When the farmer gets his salt hay home, 
he feeds it to his horses and cattle, and his 
surplus he spreads over his farm for manure. 

MR. AND MRS. KINGFISHER. 

BT R08BLLA RICB. 

I shall never forget a bit of instructive 
amusement that 1 had last summer. The 
summers in my country home are like sweet 
poems, from April, when the prisoned waters 
begin to flow, on, month by month, until 
even the glory of the golden October turns 
gray, and sere, and cold, and dies away into 
the gloom of November. 

Perhaps thirty rods from our portico, just 
across the comer of the meadow, where the 
willows wave like plumes, and then across 
the narrowest end of the cornfield, and you 
come upon the railroad. It lies like a deeply- 
plowed, curving fhrrow, through our home 
farm, fourteen feet below the surface of the 
ground. After the repair hands have been 
digging freshly into the banks, I always take 
a walk after them to pick up curiosities. 
Sometimes I find petrified shells, and stones 
all a-crnmble, as though they had been sub¬ 
jected to the action of water, the swash and 
dash of waves for centuries and centuries. 

But that is not the story I want to tell. 

One day I was walking along with my hat 
down over my eyes, my little basket heaped 
and heavy, my pocket feeling as if I had a 
brick in it, while some of the tiniest and 
tenderest specimens I carried in my bosom, 
when I heard a gratified chuckle, and the 
words, “ I’ve got ye now 1” 

I looked up, and there, in the gravelly 
bank, with his heels stuck in to keep him 
from falling down, was my little, round- 
headed, ragged cousin, Jack, with both 
hands full of stones about the size of his fist. 

’’Good morning, Jacky; what are you 
doing ?” I said, tipping back my hat. 

Jack is a pretty boy, with a fat, round, 
baby face, and he has such a roguish little 
lisp, when he talks. I can’t tell you with 


my pen, without a good deal of trouble, just 
how he does talk; but if you little folks 
were here, I could tell you exactly. O, 
almost like any little, lisping boy. 

” S’pose you know what all these holes in 
the bank are, don’t you, cousin?” and he 
pointed to four or five smooth, round holes, 
in the side of the bank, pretty high up. 

** No, I g^ess not,” 1 said, tiptoeing ray 
very highest; ”unless the moles or rats 
made them.” 

He laughed, and the laugh rang out like a 
string of sleigh bells; and he surveyed me 
with a look that seemed to say, ” My ! how 
very green you are 1” 

“Did the rabbits make them, then?” I 
said; or the ugly copperheads or rattle¬ 
snakes ?” 

Jack laughed harder than ever. “ No, no. 
Rats live in old houses and bams, and about 
com cribs,” said he; “and moles go a-plow- 
ing, and make cute little paths under the sod 
of old meadows. 1 can find ’em easy by the 
little ridges raised up close under the roots 
of the grasses—ha, ha! and rabbits. Rosy, 
live in your papa’s osage hedge—hundreds 
of ’em. O, it’s good frin to hunt ’em and 
dig ’em out, and see ’em scoot up in the air, 
and go bobbing off, jnmpety jump, with their 
tails looking splendidly up above their backs. 
Bnakes live in rail piles and stone heaps and 
thickets, where the dead leaves are heaped 
up, and they stretch themselves out on logs 
and rails and warm rocks, in the sunshine. 
If you want to see snakes, just go to the 
wintergreen hills, where sis and I went, 
and you’ll see ’em as long as a pole, and 
as thick as Mr. Weaver’s legs. Ugh! I’d 
rather do without winterg^eens all my life, 
than go there again. I was so ’fraid the 
snakes had crawled over them, the winter- 
greens I brought home in my pockets, that 
1 washed them in soap suds, and rinsed them 
and dried them with the dish towel. 8’pect, 
though, that snakes don’t travel about much. 
But sometimes I see where they cross the 
dusty road in the night. You can always 
tell a snake’s path—it’s kind o’ wiggly and 
wriggly and winding like.” 

“ Well, I’ll know, after this,” said I; “but 
you did not tell me what made these holes in 
the bank.” 

“Why, the kingfishers made them, and 
they have their nests away back in there, 
where nothing can touch them.” 

“But if that is so,” said I, “and you 
knew of the wisdom and forethought that 
induced the poor birds to try to build out of 
the reach of bad boys and storms, and all 
manner of harm, how could yon bear to do 
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anything to tronble or wony the poor 
things?’* 

’*0,1 thonght I’d jnst stick a round stone 
in a little ways, and then you know she could 
tumble it out easy enough,” said he, looking 
ashamed 

“How could she. Jack? poor thing, and 
nothing to work with but her little bill and 
her tired, awkward, little feet! not much 
like our strong, flexible Angers, ten of them, 
protected at the ends with nails, and all 
strung together with flne muscles, that are 
ready and willing to do anything we want 
done. Let this be the last time you ever 
trifle with anything of God’s creation—^the 
dear, little, wise kingflsher, only a bird, and 
yet knew enough to try and keep out of the 
way of bad boys.” 

Jack’s little, brown hand slipped down 
beside him, and clutched and clutched at 
the stone in the mouth of the hole until he 
got it out, and then threw it away as far as 
he could send it with his strong right arm. 

We talked a good while longer, and I 
showed him the contents of my basket, and 
told him what geologists said of the beauti¬ 
ful bit of valley In which we were sitting— 
that where those fertile flelds were, now 
waving in grain, once flowed deep, wild, 
dark waves, a broad expanse of water. 

Jacky made big eyes, and turned his head 
round, and looked at the hills and the tall 
trees and the great flelds, and his mouth 
gradually opened, and his eyes widened, and 
pretty soon the boy looked as if he was all 
face, and all wonder and astonishment. I 
promised him that the next time I went to 
where the old antediluvian mounds were, he 
should go with me. 

Often, when I had leisure, I would go and 
sit near the nest of the kingflsher, so as to 
sec how she looked; but she never chanced 
to be off her nest while I was watching. O, 

I thought, what a lonely, dark, cheerless 
t)me she did have, away in that hole in the 
ground, waiting for a peep and a peck among 
the eggs under her warm feathers. I longed 
for her sake for the time when there would 
be a tap of a little patty against the side of 
the wee, white prison walls, or a bump of a 
bare, little head, and, with patience reward¬ 
ed, she could poke her head down among 
her feathers, and turn her best ear and listen, 
and say “ come out,” instead of the hack¬ 
neyed “come in.” 

I told my brothers if they ever saw her, to 
let me know. Rube said he had often seen 
Mr. Kingflsher sitting around and taking 
notes, and occasionally thrusting his head 
inside the doorway and telling her how 


foolish and giddy other birds, particularly 
the swallows, did behave themselves. He 
said they did notliiug but dance and flirt and 
coquet, and fly races and cut circles in the 
air, and giggle and show their teeth. He 
told her that though she seemed to be 
unseen, wasting her sweetness in the gloomy 
gravel bank, it was not so, and that she was 
better dressed and handsomer, and thou¬ 
sands more modest than any of those silly 
young mothers who went flying about and 
leaving their young ones at home in the care 
of old bachelor uncles or cross grandmothers, 
who never wiped their noses for them, nor 
combed their heads, nor sung them to sleep, 
nor cracked the hard-shell bugs and picked 
out the meat for them. 

Rube said, too, that Mr. Kingflsher was 
undoubtedly a good provider, because he 
had frequently seen him on a little block 
outside the door, cutting up a fresh fish into 
sizeable pieces, as handily as any butcher’s 
white-aproned clerk, and then smilingly car¬ 
rying them in on a leaf for Mrs. Fisher a 
lunch. 

One day, as roy student brother sat in his 
room, up stairs, studying, he saw a king¬ 
flsher dart past his window, with a flsh in 
his mouth. He thrust his head out, and 
without losing sight of it, saw it alight on 
the iHink of the railroad close to the nest. 
I slipped down and peeped over the fence on 
the opposite side of the road, where it could 
not see me. Both birds were there, so 1 
knew that the young ones were hatched. 

Mr. Fisher had laid the flsh down on the 
grass, and acted as if he were very tired. 
His legs were stretched out and crossed, and 
he leaned back and reclined on one elbow, 
while he occasionally drew the tip of his 
wing across his forehead, very much as a 
gentleman would his white linen handker¬ 
chief. He made the graceful motion, too, of 
twirling a moustache, and thridding his 
Angers through a beard. 

Mrs. Fisher was a handsome bird. She did 
not look careworn, or wrinkled, or despond¬ 
ent; her clothing was beautiful, and as I 
never saw her wear any other dress, I will 
tell you how she was attired. The crown of 
her head and the coverts of her wings were 
of a deep, blackish green, dotted with bright 
azure; the back and tail of the most re¬ 
splendent azure; the under side of the body 
a beautiful orange, while a band of the same 
golden tint passed from the bill beyond the 
eyes; beyond that, a large spot, white as 
foam. The tail, of a dozen feathers, per¬ 
haps, was a dark, rich, velvety blue, and the 
stockings a reddish yellow. 
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A few years ago/it was the fashion for 
ladies to have their bonnet ties of different 
colors of ribbon. She tried to follow that 
style, I gness, for her upper bill was black, 
and the lower one ycUow. She was quite 
dressy, considering the work she was at, 
which was cutting up the fresh flsh for the 
baby Fishers to dine upon. I observed that 
Mr. Fisher watched her trim, little feet, as 
she stepped now here low there, flirting her 
gay skirts like any flfteen-ycar-old girl. She 
cut the flsh into flve pieces; so I inferred 
that she had flve children in the little nur- 
seiy chamber, away back under the path 
that lay along the bank of the railroad. 

North of us, over two miles away, is a 
small stream called Honey Creek, and my 
brother said, because tlie bird came from 
that direction, it was likely it went there for 
food. A student boarded with us, whose 
home was near Honey Creek, and as the 
bird went regularly, twice a day, in a north¬ 
erly direction, about the same hour, the 
boys watched, and soon learned that the flsh 
came from Honey Creek. My brother would 
observe by his watch, sometimes, the length 
of time it would take the bird to go and get 
a flsh and return. Frequently it would 
make the trip in less than half an hour. 

It would alight on the dead limb of an 
alder or fallen sapling, near or al>ove the 
stream, and tip its head sidewise and watch 
sharply. When a flsh would come gliding 
along, it would fly right up into the air, and 
then dive down, as straight as a bullet would 
fall, into the water, and wrestle around and 
get a good hold of the slippery victim, and 
come out shaking the pearly drops in every 
direction, while the flsh would flop its head 
and tall, and twist and wriggle and try to 
get away. 

The bird would reach a grassy place as 
soon as possible, and then would commence 
the process of killing the flsh. It would 
beat it and peck it with its long, sharp bill, 
and thrash it on the ground, never minding 
how hard the flsh would slap with its tail 
and scratch with its flns, which were like a 
rasping currycomb. 

After the young ones became old enough 
to be left at home in safety, the parent birds 
would go together, winging their way along 
over hills and dales to the secluded valley, 
where, among the alders and willows and 
tall, sweet-smelling iron weed flowers, flowed 
the crooked, little stream of Honey Creek. 
O, she looked like a bunch of posies up in 
the air, only that she glittered so it dazzled 
one’s eyes to behold her. In the sunshine, 
she was g^ecn and gold, and the black of 


silk velvet conld not compare with the luster 
of her little crown of jetty black and green, 
flecked with the azure of the tropical sum¬ 
mer skies. Her pretty wing and tail feathers 
were the flnest and richest blue I had ever 
seen. 

We grew to watching dally for the lo^rs, 
as we called them, and we marveled at the 
instinct which guided them so truly. There 
was a wide, deep stream to the south of their 
nest, not more than forty rods distant, but 
its waters bred fevers and chills, and its airs 
were miasmatic, and smelled of poison ; and 
we supposed this was the reason they did 
not get food there. They had no notion of 
seeing their little ones huddled in warm cor¬ 
ners, with folded mullen leaves pinned over 
their shoulders for shawls, shaking and chat¬ 
tering their teeth with ague. They were too 
wise for that. 

The little Fishers would sit out on the 
edge of the doorway, when left alone, and 
watch the trains of cars pass; and they used 
to think, when the whistle tooted, that it 
w'as a signal to attack them; and when the 
brakemen would turn their brakes, they 
thought they were winding up their guns, 
ready to shoot them! But they learned, 
after a while, that nobody cared for them 
but their father and mother. Then they 
would stick around on the banks like so 
many little wads of brown paper, doiug no 
harm, only just growing into real, live 
kingfishers. 

Sometimes, If they were lonely, they would 
play cars with the shell of a bug and the 
backbone of a flsh ; and, O, but they would 
chatter and laugh, and squall out like little 
girls! One would walk backward, and pre¬ 
tend that he was the locomotive, and he 
w'ould double his head down and drag the 
flsh bone along, and call it a train. Two of 
them would be brakemen, and one the con¬ 
ductor, and the bird that represented the 
engine would be the engineer, and do all the 
tooting. Frequently they would shift cars 
on to the side track, and unload them; again 
they would load, and call out orders for 
articles that they wanted brought on the 
next day’s train, such as “ Three barrels of 
salt for Humbolt K. Fisher;” or, “One hun¬ 
dred and sixty feet of poplar siding, two by 
sixteen, for Thackeray K. Fisher, of Sand 
Bankor, “ One bottle of Hair Renewer, 
one large, double chignon, and an ivor>’- 
handled fan, for Miss Victoria Eugenia L. 
Fisher, of Fishers Landingand “ Four 
and a half yards of extra corduroy, for 
Washington K. Fisher, of Flshkill, Ohio.” 

It was amazing, how much Am the roguish 
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little Fishers did have together, pretending 
they were people, with people’s w'ants and 
wits and w'ays. They would use flsh scales 
for silver currency, and old fins and tails for 
fans and parasolfl, and ivy leaves for news¬ 
papers and magazines. 

I often thought that boys and girls could 
learu a good lesson from this little family of 
birds, with only a bare bit of steep gravel 
bank, and a long, 'horizontal hole in the 
ground for their home and playground ; and 
yet, with no advantages, or comforts, or 
luxuries, as children have, they were very 
happy, and never grumbled nor quarreled, 
nor called unkind names. They never 
pouted because their nest was not In a 
flower garden, or a green cedar tree, or In a 
little box of a bird house, with red painted 
window's and a green spire on it, as more 
favored blrdllngs often have. 

I have read that this kind of birds can 
hardly be driven away from their old haunts 
and sacred nesting places; that they will 
come back year after year, and bore long 


holes in the banks with their busy, earnest, 
tiny bills, or have real house cleaning, and 
dig out and whitewash and paper, and fix 
up their old nursery chambers, and thus 
they learn to love them with an attachment 
quite human and tender. Such wisdom and 
affection, manifested by birds, appeal touch¬ 
ingly to our better natures. Who know's 
but their dear old nesting places in the 
gravelly banks are to them what the old 
homesteads are to us ? The patch of closely- 
shorn sod near their nurseries, on which the 
toddling, blundering wee ones took the first 
step In walking, or made the first essay in 
flying, or cut the flrst little toothle, may be 
to them what our old homestead gardens 
are to us, with their lilac and rose bushes in 
the comers, or the bed of camomile by the 
stump, or the w'eeping willow by the gate. 
Who shall say ? Then blessings on the birds, 
from the old gander, “wack-wacking” be¬ 
side the meadow brook, dowm to the tiniest 
humming-bird among the morning-glory 
vines at our bedroom windows. 


IN THE SUNSHINE. 

BY OXOBGB HUKTINOTON. 


A deeper blue is in the sky. 

And softer winds are blowing; 

The white clouds lift their snows on high, 

To greet the glad sun, blazing by. 

And whiten and brighten and melt and die. 

In the noon light warmly glowing. 

Through meadows green the brooklets gleam. 
The alders’ gnarled roots laving; 

Daisies and buttercups nod and dream. 

And mosses creep from the gray rock’s seam. 
And tangling and dangling the wild vines stream. 
Their leafy meshes waving. 

In the farm-house porch, so cool and wide. 

The dairy maid sings at her churning. 

The cornfields stripe the brown hillside, 


Where the farmer chirrups and shouts to guide 
The plodding horse, with boy astride, 

His careful farrows turning. 

Where the reddest clover springs 
The red herd roams and grazes. 

The bobolink on the hazel swings, 

With a shower of song and a flutter of wings. 
And every wayside thicket rings. 

With music's wildest mazes. 

O, glad, bright honrs; O, breath of balm! 

O, heart, thy song upraising; 

O, endless voice of the ceaseless psalm. 

That all things breathe throngh the summer’s 
From mountain pine to tropic palm, [calm, 
God’s love forever praising. 


AMONG THE RELATIONS.—No. 2. 


BT ▲. H. FOB. 


I tell you it’s ftin to go to Uncle Lot’s. 
Td never heard of him before I came to 
grandpa’s house; and w hen Aunt Ollle was 
talking about going there, I said, 

“ I didn’t know Lot was my uncle, before.” 
Then Uncle Guy laughed awrftilly; and 
gn’andma heard him, and she said he ought 
to be ’shamed of himself. Then she told me 
that ’twasn’t the same one, ’tall; and 1 was 
so mort’fled I didn’t know what to do. 

Joe whistled right out in the house, and 


said, ” My! six years old, and didn’t know 
that.” 

And grandma told him, real cross, to go 
and shell com for the chickens, and try and 
learn to b’have himself. Grandpa was read¬ 
ing the newspaper, and it kept shaking so 
that I ’spected he was laughing, too; and I 
wrent and put my head on grandma’s lap, 
and cried. But Uncle Guy coaxed and 
coaxed, and after a while he took me to ride 
on his black horse. 
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The next day we went. Grandpa drove; 
and Uncle Guy said ’twas too bad for him to 
have to stay at home by himself, and eat a 
cold dinner. So I thought IM put one of 
my little pies, that Aunt Ollle'd made me, 
under his plate; but I didn’t say anything. 
I bit it a little, to see if ’twas good, though, 
first. 

I sat in front, with grandpa, and saw ever 
so many rabbits, jumping along by the 
hedges. Grandpa showed me where Uncle 
Lot’s farm began, and stopped the horses, 
and let me stand up on the seat, to see the 
house, a long way off. He said Uncle Milton 
and Uncle Ross had houses real near. 

When we got there, Jenny came running 
out. She’s ’most like Aunt Ollie, only lit- 
tier, and her eyes are black. The gate wasn’t 
in front of the house, but off at one side; 
and there was a hedge all around the yard, 
and it reached over the top of the gate. 
Aunt OUie said ’twas real pretty in summer 
time. Jenny’s got two little brothers named 
Wilbur and Gurney. They’re twins, all both 
of ’em, and they have got brown, curly 
hair and blue eyes. It didn’t take long to 
get ’quainted with them, and Gurney lent 
me his biggest glass marbles first thing. 

Aunt Martha’s the nicest kind, but she’s 
sickly. Her eyes looked so weak I thought 
maybe she’d got a cold; but she didn’t 
sneeze any. She has spells. I heard her 
telling grandma that she’d Just got over one, 
but she felt so badly she was ’specting 
another right off. I kept looking, but there 
didn’t any come. She talked the kindest 
you ever heard, nearly, and gave us cake 
and preserves, and let the boys have every¬ 
thing they wanted, and roll their wagon in 
the house. But 1 didn’t think they asked 
quite as p’litely as they’d ought. 

There was a big woman working in the 
kitchen. Her name was Malinda Grounds, 
and she was lame and cross. Gnmey got in 
her way, while she was making the biscuits, 
and she looked the maddest, and said, 

“ Be off, or I’ll baste yer jacket for yer.” 

Gurney laughed and made faces; but Jenny 
coaxed him away. Wilbur and Gurney just 
can’t bear her, ’cause they said she wouldn’t 
let them play In the kitchen, nor pop com 
by the fire, nor anything, hardly. Jenny 
said she ’spected ’twas her foot made her 
cross. 

Aunt Ollie and Jenny both helped to get 
dinner. ’Twas splendid, all but the boiled 
com. I didn’t like that; but I’d never seen 
any till then. Grandma asked Aunt Martha 
if ’twas home made, and she said yes. I 
thought it tasted a little like grandma’s soft 


soap smelled.* I smelledit once, when Aunt 
Ollie was washing the clothes. 

O, such times as we did have, playing with 
the puppies, and cracking nuts, and eating 
apples. They had bags and ba^ of nuts. 
We went to meet the com wagons twice, 
and rode in on one of them. One of the 
hired men is Old Mac. He’s good. He made 
me ever so many hazelnut baskets. 

But we played horse more’n anything else; 
and when I just couldn’t mn a bit longer, 
the boys cried. They stopped, though, when 
Aunt Martha got the candy out. 

Jenny’s got a room up stairs, next to hers, 
that’s frill of pictures. She s^d ’twas her 
sister Nellie’s room. She died a long time 
ago, and Aunt Martha told Jenny she might 
make the room as beauttfril as she could. 
The walls are covered most all over. She 
got nearly all the pictures out of magazines 
and papers; but they’re real beauUM, and 
she framed them herself. She used most 
everything for the frames. Different kinds 
of seeds, and autumn leaves, and black 
thorns, and moss, and evergreens;-and one 
is made every bit out of fish bones. 

Christmas, Uncle Lot gave her the “ Bare¬ 
foot Boy,” in a gilt frame; and Aunt Mar¬ 
tha’s brother sent her, “Christ Stilling the 
Tempest,” and another one called “The 
Sisters.” In the picture one of them is an 
angel, guarding the other. Jenny nearly 
cried when she looked at it. We didn’t stay 
there very long, ’cause the boys heard us, 
and came rushing up; and they wanted 
everything so that we had to go down. 

I stayed all night, that night. I wasn’t 
’specting to, but Jenny wanted me to go to 
school with her the next day, and I thought 
rd rather. Grandma said 1 might stay till 
Sunday, and visit my other relations, too; 
and she’d send Uncle Guy over with my 
clothes. 

When they got ready to go home, and all 
of them kissed me goodbye, I wanted to go 
more’n I wanted to stay ; but I didn’t like 
to say so. O, such boys as Wilbur and Gur¬ 
ney are to play. I never was so tired before 
in my life, as I was that night. Aunt Mar¬ 
tha made us take some med’eiue out of a 
bottle, before we went to bed. ’Twas hot 
as pepper sauce, and I wanted to spit it out, 
but I was ’fraid she wouldn’t like it. 

The next morning they had fried sausages 
for breakfast. Aunt Martha always drinks 
tea, and Malinda Grounds broke the tea um, 
and spilt the hot tea all round the table cloth. 
Aunt Martha was ’bout to scold, I know, 
but Uncle Lot said, 

* Bome-made hominy la made with ley. 
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** Never mind; accidents will happen in 
the best reg’lalcd families.’* 

Uncle Lot’s so kind; and he asks the same 
blessing at the table every time, Just like 
grandpa. 

After breakfast, Uncle Guy came. He 
played with me a long time; and I asked 
him if that pie I put under his plate wasn’t 
good. At first he pretended he hadn’t seen 
it, and then he said ’twas good, for it tasted 
Just like my kisses. 


A BIT OF ASTRONOMY. 

BT ▲. B. LANDBR. 

I suspect that not one child in fifty, under 
twelve years of age, could tell me exactly 
how any one knows that the moon is really 
larger than a soup plate, or whether it is as 
far or farther away than Boston. 

Now don’t shrug your pretty shoulders, 
and laugh, and say I must be crazy to think 
you don’t know that. It is not so easy a 
matter to know many things Just right; and 
I hope you will not say one boastfhl word 
about your knowledge of the subject, until 
you have thought it over carefully, and seen 
how much you really know certainly. Wise 
men are very cautious indeed, and know what 
they say, and the reason for it. 

No one ever comes from the moon country, 
to give us descriptions of it, and one has a 
great deal of trouble In studying it, since he 
cannot go there. The “ man in the moon ” 
is not at all social, either, in his ways, as you 
know, and I never heard of anyone getting 
any sort of information out of his ugly 
mouth. We have to learn things the best 
way we can, all by ourselves, one thing at a 
time, and that often a very long time. 

I will tell you to-day about the size of the 
moon, and how men are able to find out ex¬ 
actly what its size is. 

The moon is a globe, whose diameter is two 
thousand miles; about one fourth of that of 
the earth. 

“ Now, how,” do you ask, ” can one know 
that r’ 

There is a method something like this: 
Let us take, for example, a cent piece, which 
measures about an inch In diameter, and let 
it be placed between the eye and the moon, 
at any distance from the eye. It will be 
found, on the first trial, that the coin will 
appear larger than the moon; it will, in fact, 

‘ completely conceal the moon from the eye, 
and produce what we may call a total eclipse 
of the moon. Let the coin be moved farther 
from the eye, and it will then appear smaller. 


and will seem to grow less in size as its dis¬ 
tance from the eye is increased. Let it be 
removed until it seems exactly to cover the 
moon, and neither more nor less. 

If the distance from the coin to the eye be 
measured, it will be found to be about ten 
feet, or one hundred and twenty inches, or, 
what is the same, two hundred and forty 
half inches. But it Is known (and the way 
in which that also Is known I will explain to 
you at another time,) that the distance of the 
moon from the earth is about two hundred 
and forty thousand miles; so that it follows 
in this case that one thousand miles in the 
moon’s distance is exactly what half an inch 
is in the coin’s distance. 

Now you all understand, I suppose, how, 
in geography, you measure a country on a. 
map, when you know the scale of the map; 
if, for instance, yon have the map of Illinois 
before you, made on a scale of fifty miles to 
an inch, and find, by measuring, that there 
are about two inches of the map from Chi¬ 
cago westward to the limits of the state, 
you would at once be able to say that the 
real distance between those points must be 
about two times fifty or about one hundred 
miles. 

Now, in the case of measuring the distance 
across the moon’s disk with the coin, we 
have found the scale to be half an inch to 
one thousand miles; since, then, the coin 
measures two half inches in diameter, the 
moon must measure two times one thousand 
miles, or two thousand miles in diameter. 


WEDDINGS. 

BT MRS. FANNIE H. HAZELTINE. 

Eddie has had a w'eddlng at his house. 
He is a little boy Nellie and I play with. It 
was his big sister that was married to a nice 
man—all but his moustache—that wasn’t 
nice. 

Eddie says a wedding is the very best 
time he ever had. There were lots of peo¬ 
ple there, all dressed up; but his sister 
looked the prettiest of them all. There 
w'ere some others standing right by her, 
’most as pretty. 

I guess they cut down all the gardens, that 
room was so fhll of fiowers. At any rate, 
they cut down ours, all the best of it, only 
Nellie’s and mine; we wanted ours to keep 
on growing. 

Eddie says his sister Minnie is a bride, 
now. The minister came and talked to them 
when they were standing up together. He 
had them take hold of hands, and then he 
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said they were husband and wife now. I 
don’t see as they look any different from 
what they did before. Eddie’s sister’s name 
was Minnie Wilson before the wedding, and 
now he says it la Mrs. Rodgers. I don’t 
believe it. Standing up there with that man 
wouldn’t change her name. I shan’t call 
her Mrs. Rodgers; I shall call her Miss Min¬ 
nie, and she is Miss Minnie, and she’ll be 
Miss Minnie. 

They had ever so many nice presents, all 
bright and shining, and they belong to Miss 
Minnie. They get them at weddings, Eddie 
says. I mean to have my mother married, 
so she can have such shiny teapots and 
everything. 

The tables were piled full of all kinds of 
goodies, cakes and ice creams and every¬ 
thing, ever so much nicer than Thanksgiv¬ 
ing. Eddie says he had some of all of them. 
Nellie and I wanted to be invited. Papa and 
mamma and auntie were invited, but we 
only had some of the good things afterward. 

We must have a wedding at our house; we 
always have whatever Eddie docs. But we 
haven’t any big sister that wants to get 
married. Mamma says Nellie and I ain’t 
big enough yet, besides we want to see the 
fun, just as Eddie did. There’s grandpa and 
grandma, but they are so old they won’t 
like to dress up as grand as Miss Minnie did; 
besides grandma’s face is wrinkled, and 
grandpa hasn’t any moustache. 

Papa and mamma say their wedding was 
a good while ago, and they don’t want to 
be married again now. Then there is auntie, 
and Maggie, who helps in the kitchen, but 
they don’t feel like it. O dear! I wish they 
did. Besides, Eddie says one of them ought 
to be a man. 

The wedding at Eddie’s house was yester¬ 
day, and we haven’t had any yet. Wc must 
have one at our house this afternoon. Nellie 
and I are going to get up one right away. 
We have talked it over with Star, the bam 
kitty, and Miss Rosebud, the house kitty, 
and they are going to be married; so we 
shall have a wedding as well as Eddie. 

We must hurry and get ready. We are 
going to have real ’freshments, nice ones; 
mamma says we may. We have invited a 
good many kitties. My two grandmas and 
auntie and Eddie are coming to the wed¬ 
ding. Maggie Is going to be the minister. 

It’s going to be as soon after dinner as 
Nellie can get the kitty folks dressed up. 
Mamma says we may have cake and cream, 
instead of ice cream; we shall have a good 
many other things, and some flowers. Pm 
going to ask Elddle to cut down his garden. 


because we want it for the wedding; I shall 
ask his mother to cut hers, too, because she 
asked my mother to cut ours. 

Each kitty is to have a plate of goodies, 
and they are going to eat at the table. 
Mamma says they won’t behave, if we pass 
things around, as they did at Eddie’s. They 
have got to sit like people. Mamma says 
they won’t do it; but I can manage, I guess. 

Nellie and I are in such an awful hurry to 
begin the wedding, that we don’t want any 
dinner; besides we aren’t hungry. There 
goes the bell, we’ll eat ever so last, so as to 
have it begin. 

We had so much to tell at dinner, that it 
took ever so long to eat. Papa and grandpa 
have so much to do, they can’t come to the 
wedding, they are real sorry; but can’t come 
any way. 

Nellie is getting things to dress up the 
kitties, and I must go for those invited. I’ll 
ask to send the carriage for them. 

Nellie has real trouble with Mr. Star; he 
won’t stay still to have his boots blacked, 
or collar put on, or any thing. W'ell, he 
looks well enough of himself, without being 
flxed up. Rosebud stays still to be dressed. 
She has flowers In her hair, and a vail on; 
but look I Nellie, she is putting her paw 
through. 

Eddie says people stand on two feet, and 
take hold of hands, when they are married. 
Nellie and I arc going to stand behind, and 
hold up Star and Rosebud, so they can lx‘ 
married fashionable, but the rest of the caU 
can stand as they want to. 

I do wish the minister would come. 
Halloa! Mr. Minister, it’s time to come to 
the wedding. Here she comes. Now begin, 
Maggie. Walt! wait! Mr. Minister; how 
th^* do act I Now they are good, so begin, 
Ma^o. 

“ Now, Star, take Rosebud by the hand. 

As YOU there together stand; 

And Rosebud, you may do the same. 

For I'm going to change your name. 

SUr and Rosebud, man and wife. 

May you have a happy life. 

Now for ’freshments, and the ftin. Eddie 
says we must wait on the bride first. Here, 
Mrs. SUr, that is your name now, here b 
something good to eat. Here, here, Mrs. 
SUr, you must sit down good to the table, 
and every one of you cats must, too. Nellie, 
do help me make them mind. Mamma says 
they will have to eat standing on the table. 
They look, O, so ftinny I eating on the Uble. 
Now, Mr. Star, you ai-en’t polite—eaten 
yours all up, and now eating Mrs. Star’s. 
Papa and mamma don’t do so ; here, sU^ 
spitting at her. 
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Here, Mrs. Star, U a wedding present, a 
bright, shiny, new, epandy, nice tin basin. 
You needn’t let Mr. Star eat with you, he 
acts so. 

Eddie says the wedding is done, now, but 
he says it wasn’t like his. Nellie and I 
have had better times before. I guess com¬ 
pany liked it, they laughed so much. I 
know kitties did, for they have eaten all tlie 
’freshments. The rest of us haven’t had any¬ 
thing good, they were so greedy. I’ll open 
the door, and let the ten cats out; scut, 
scat! there, now, nin home. I don’t like 
weddings much. I don’t believe I’ll ever 
want to gel married. 


“ CHUB.’’ 

BT A. B. WILLIAMS. 

He is four years old, and lives in an alley ; 
but he don’t care for that. He’s the happiest 
boy in America. He didn’t have any clothes 
to speak of; oi;ly some little panties, too 
short, and fringed round with rags; there 
was a hole in his knee, too, and in the other 
knee, and behind ; and he had one suspender, 
and a shirt, or It used to be, before it was 
patched all over, and now the patches were 
all wearing off, and you could see his little, 
black elbows. But ’twas Just as convenient 
for him; he could turn somersaults all the 
better for having no shoes or hat; he’d lose 
them in a puddle, anyhow. I told Nan so, 
but she would dress him up. 

“ Look here, Peta,” said she, after he had 
turned twenty somersaults, and stood on 
his head three minutes, “ don’t you want 
some new clothes ?” 

“ Dunno.” 

“ Wouldn’t you like some new trowsers 
and a nice, warm Jacket, Pete ?” very coax- 
ingly. 

“ I ain’t Pete.” 

“ What are you, then 

“ Chub.” 

” Well, then. Chub, will you have some 
clothes?” 

” Are dey got buttons and stripes on ?” 

” I guess so; will you have them ?” 

Chub grinned; he rather liked the idea. 
So Nan took him into the house and gave 
liim such a ducking—O, it makes me gasp to 
think of itr—and blossomed him out in red 
stripes and brass buttons on a Jacket without 
a patch, even. To think of that! There were 
pockets, he soon discovered, and buried his 
hands ; and then he strutted, like a young 
rooster who had Just learned how to crow. 
Pretty soon he slopped over; he couldn’t 


help it. The only way he had of showing 
his satisfaction at the manner in which the 
world was treating him, was to point his 
heels to the zenith. I couldn’t blame him ; 
but Nan did 

“Chub,” said she, “you’ll spoil your 
clothes doing that. Run home to your 
mother.” 

So he hung his head and ran. ^Pretty soon 
he came back. 

“ I want my ole clo’es,” he whispered. 

“ But they are all rags and dirt,” said 
Nan. “ You don’t want to wear them any 
more, do you?” 

“ They’ll do to flop in, please.” 

“That is it. Nan,” said I. “You might 
as Well try to make a ground mole happy in 
a bird cage, as to make that little lump of 
black clay at home in a ‘ dress up ’ suit every 
day ; so give him his native rags.” 

Cliub look them and went. Nan thought 
her charity poorly appreciated, but I told 
her to wait and see. The next Sunday, Chub 
inarched by the house hand in hand with a 
white boy. 

“ As true as you live,” said Nan, “ Chub 
is going to the Sabbath school.” 

“Of course,” I replied. “A boy who is 
able to dress well has a right to go to the 
Sabbath school, if he is black and little.” 

“ Chub,” said I, as he was playing on'the 
walk, that night, “what makes you so 
black?” 

“ Was bourned so, massa.” 

“ What, burned so ?” 

“Yes, massa; I was bourned so.” 

“ O yes, you mean you were born so ; and 
you accept your destiny graciously, I trust.” 

He looked as If he had not meditated on 
that subject very deeply, so I did not 
press him for an answer. 

A few days after. Chub came into the 
house, almost before we were up, in the 
morning. 

“ Please, missus,” said he, whispering mys¬ 
teriously to Nan, “ it’s come.” 

“ What’s come ?” said Nan. 

“ A baby, only so long,” measuring with 
his hands, “ and it came all the way without 
any clothes. Have you dot any more ?” 

Of course Nan had. She was never known 
to refuse to feed or clothe anybody; and, 
after hunting in drawers for baby things, she 
hurried over to see the new comer. 

“ It’s most too ’ittle for nothin’,” explain¬ 
ed Chub, “and it don’t do nothin’ but 
squirm ; but it can squeal some, ’cause it 
wants clo’es, yer see.” 

And then Chub went home, heels over 
head, his usual way, to see what was going 
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to happen next. Though the baby wasn’t over It, and the wagon had only grazed one * 
big enough for the dress, it surely looked of its little, bare toes. Chub hugged and 
better in it than being wrapped up in an old kissed the little rubber baby, and said he 
shawl. Chub never saw a baby near enough “ w^ouldn’t nebber do flshin’ and leab it any 
to touch it before, especially such a little, more.” Then he took it over to see Nan, 
black, milex>f a baby. There had been pink and told her how the baby “ didn’t dit killed.” 


and white babies taking an airing in their 
carriages on the sidewalk, and he used to 
wish he ndght take hold and draw them. 
But this one was so odd he wasn’t quite sure 
he liked it. 

“It’s made of ingln rubber, I dess,” 
thought he ; and.he pinched one of its little 
black toes, to see if it would stretch. *No; 
but it puckered its face up into a little black 
knot and squealed. Then Chub’s mother 
slapped him; so he ran to catch up with Nan, 
who was going home. 

“ Who fetched it ?” thinking of the baby, 
as he tugged at her dress. 

“ God sent it, Chub.” 

” Dod ?” 

“ Yes, God, up in the sky ; ain’t you glad ?” 
“ Did He frow It down ?” 

“ No ; He sent an angel to bring it, so you 
can have some one to play with.” 

“ It’s too ’Ittle.” 

“But it will grow to be as big as you, 
sometime.” 

So Chub concluded to endure the baby, 
though he became very tired waiting for it 
to grow, and every day wanted to measure 
it, to'see if it “ hadn't dot bidder.” He grew 
to like it very much, finally, and brought all 
the sour apples, and hot cookies, and candy 
balls, that the servant maids gave him, to 
feed it with. 

By and by it could roll on the floor, and 
then it rolled out doors; and Chub made it 
mud pies, and brought it worms, and bugs 
with the wings pulled off, to “ see ’em 
wiggle.” 

One day Chub’s mother went out washing, 
leaving him to mind the baby ; so he sat it 
under the fence with a sunflower to play 
with, while he went with a tin box to dig 
for w'orras, for he had found a long stick and 
a string, and meant to go down to the lake 
fishing. He was thinking whether he’d bet¬ 
ter take baby with him, or tie it to the bed 
post, when he heard a great noise, and saw 
a runaway horse come dashing madly down 
the alley, and there was baby, who had 
crawied out into the road, right in the way. 
On came the horse, with a heavy wagon 
crashing and bounding beliind him. O, the 
poor baby ! nothing could save it now 
“ I s’pose It’ll have to be smashed,” thought 
Chub, running fast; but he found it wasn’t, 
for, strange to say, the horse had leaped 


And Nan said, 

“ You ought to thank God, Chub, just as 
you learned bow to do in Sunday School, 
and ask Him to forgive you, for it was very 
naughty in you to leave the baby.” 

So Chub prayed, and tills was his prayer; 

“ Dear Dod, Chub w as naughty to do flshin’ 
and leab de baby, but Chub’s berry sowwy, 
and he tanks Dod tause he didn’t kill baby 
wld de horse. Amen and den he’ll be a dood 
boy.” _ 


TO THE DAISY" 

BT LUELLA CLARK. 

Grow, little daisy, grow. 

There's no more frost or snow. 
No more the fierce winds blow. 
Grow, daisy, grow. 

There's none to say thee nay. 
Warm is the sun of May, 

And all the field Is gay. 

Grow, daisy, grow. 

The air is full of song. 

Gentle the days and long. 

And naught can do thee wrong. 
Grow', daisy, grow. 

The night dews tender are. 

The yellow evening star 
Shines in the heaven afar. 
Grow, daisy, grow. 

The brook is calling, too. 

And, all the forest through. 

Are violets, white and blue. 
Grow, daisy, grow. 

So long, so long we wait, 

Wc marvel at thy fate. 

Why is thy bloom so late? 
Grow, daisy, grow. 


ART AMUSEMENTS. 

BY MARTHA POWELL DAVIS. 

Number Six.—Orange Blossoms. 

The children bad been much delighted with 
the results ©f their work when molding fruit, 
but the enthusiasm manifested now, while 
making flowers, was much greater. Several 
new members joined the class, attracted by 
what they had seen, and many beautiful 
flowers were brought in for pattenis—so 
many that it was hard for the pupils to 
determine which to select for imitation. 
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Aimt Phebe, perceiving their indecision, 
said, **Ton had better choose the simpler 
flowers first, as some of you are not very 
perfect in this art yet. Here are orange 
blossoms; no flowers could be more easily 
made, and they are most beautiful in wax.” 

“ Thirty stamens I” s^d a wee, bright¬ 
eyed girl, who was first to find the number. 

That's right,” returned auntie ; “ and 
they are white, you see, like the petals. Use 
your thickest sheet of white wax. Cut a 
strip half an inch wide and an inch and one- 
fourth long, and fHnge the edge for stamens. 
Cut five petals, as at O, fig. 14, and two or 
three green leaves, as at L, fig. 14, for each 
Moom. Tip the stamens with bright yellow 
chrome. Mold each petal into a boat shape 



on the palm of your hand, and arrange them 
on a wire stem around the stamens, the same 
as the first tier of rose petals, only let the 
stamens extend up farther, so as to appear 
longer than rose stamens, and more promi¬ 
nent.” 

The leaves are very essential, as the bloom 
has an unfinished appearance without them, 
and in nature, the rich, ornamental green is 
very abundant. The leaves alternate on the 
stem, the first one close to the fiower, the 
next one opposite, a little farther down, 
and so on. 

When cutting the petals for white fiowers, 
a sheet of white paper should be spread on 
the table, instead of newspaper, as printer’s 
Ink sometimes soils the wax sheets. 

T?ie Eitphorbia.-~kTkOih.tr pretty flower In 
wax is the euphorbia. A few specimens of 
this plant had been brought in, and auntie 
•elected one variety as very nice to mix with 


other flowers in forming wreaths, and such 
like designs. A pattern of the petals is at 
£, fig. 15. Two petals form the corolla of 
each floret, and three or four florets often 
complete the blossom. They are connected 
by short, slender stems to a main stalk, 
forming an umbel. 

The beautiful salmon color, so common 



with the species cultivated in our green¬ 
houses, is made by mixing scarlet and yel¬ 
low. The petals are curled in the palm of 
the hand, but in placing them on the stem, 
the curl should turn outward—just the 
reverse of the orange petal. 

Verbenoi.—Uhe petals (V, flg. 15) should be 
made of white, transparent wax. The tint¬ 
ing is done delicately, with, a camel’s hair 
brush. It is in the characteristic coloring 
of these flowers that much of their beauty 
depends. Bend each petal back carefully, 
and place then on the wire just so the tip of 
the stem will show for a pointal. Five petals 



Fig. 16. 


compose a single floret, and nine to twelve 
florets on a stem are enough for a wax flower. 

The Violet has five petals, shaped at «, s, 
and 5, fig. 16. Paint the two upper ones, u, 
purple, a rich, velvety color. Make the side 
I)etals, «, deep blue at the edges, shying off 
Ught toward the middle, and, at the center, 
a bright yellow. Make the lower one lilac 
at the edge, shading it in toward the center 
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with purple, then make a bright, folden 
spot with orange chrome where it joins the 
stem. Mold the petals by pressing them in 
the center and curling the edges outw'ard. 
Pinch a bit of golden wax to the end of the 
bent wire (.«, tig. 17), and press the lower 
petal to the under part of the bend. Next, 
put on the h petals, one on each side, and 



Fig. 17. 


then place the upper ones at the top. Fihiah 
with the green calyx, c, at the base, under 
the corolla. 

This programe for modeling will be changed 
very much in imitating the Neapolitan and 
other varieties of modem violets, but in 
imitating the old kind,4io one will fail to 
recognize 

The sweet tenant of the shade. 

In purple rich and gold arrayed.” 

Mary Belle followed the above directions 
minutely, and when three or four were fin* 



Fig. 18. 


ished, *‘What are they?** she asked of her 
IHends. 

“Pansies,** responded one. 

“ Johnny jump ups,** said another. “ How 
pretty they are! The most natural of any¬ 
thing !** 

There is more than ordinary pleasure in 
producing something that calls out the 


admiration of our fi’iends; and little Mary 
had the pleasure of knowing that her flowers 
w*ere not “ bora to blush unseen, and waste 
their sweetness on the desert air.** 

The Fuchsia corolla has four petals, (see /, 
fig. 18), and the calyx has four sepals, sha];>ed 
at«, fig. 18. The calyx of this flower varies 
from the general rule, and instead of being 
green, it is sometimes white, sometimes 
bright scarlet or crimson. I presume you 
think, to look at the flower, that the calyx 
is part of the corolla. The variety w e are 
to imitate this afternoon has a beautiful pur¬ 
ple corolla, with stamens and pistil the same, 
and the sepals are white. (See fig. 19.) 



Fig. 19. 


Use tine wire for the stem ; color it pink 
for an inch or more for a pointal, while the 
stem part is green. Now cut eight pieces of 
still finer wire for stamens, and color them 
pink, also, and while wet, dip the tips in 
yellow or pink powder, for anthers. Tie 
the stamens to the wire with cotton thread; 
let the pink end, which is to be the pointal, 
extend one-fourth of an inch farther out 
than the stamens—that is, the pointal should 
be that much longer than the stamens. The 
minute ball on the pistil is made by dipping 
its tip in melted wax of the right color. 

Wax the thread where the stan^ens have 
been fastened to the stem, in order that the 
corolla may stick more easily. Now fatten 
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the base of the corolla petals around the 
stem at this point, and then place the sepals 
on to break joints with the petals. They are 
to hang loosely oyer the corolla from the 
mark m to the point, while the base, from 
the mark downward, should coil lengthwise 
around the stem; and the four may be 
pressed into a natural tubular form with the 
fingers. 

The leaves should be of different sizes, the 
larger ones of darker green than the smaller, 
while the buds are the same color as the 
sepals of the flower. The buds are easily 
shaped with .the fingers, yet, where great 
accuracy is required, it Is well to cast them 
in plaster molds, the same as fruits. 

Fine wire is used for buds and blossoms, 
that the stems may seem w’eak and pendu¬ 
lous. Fuchsias are always drooping and 
graceful, and if well made, with buds and 
leaves properly arranged, they are hard to 
surpass in beauty. One kind, particularly 
pretty in w'ax, has' coral red sepals, corolla 
pure white, double. The double corolla 
has eight petals. 

When you are painting, if your work looks 
daubed and stiff, or too dark in some places 
and too light in others, you can scumble it 
down, as painters call it: that is, you can 
blend the light and dark with intermediate 
slmdes. A small flannel rag, moist with tur¬ 
pentine, is useful for this purpose. 

Avoid working with your paints too wet. 
W’hen they are rather dry, you will find less 
difficulty in concealing the markings of the 
brush.__ 

FISHES AT WORK. 

BT RHODA LITTUI. 

In a late number of The Little Corpo¬ 
ral, is an interesting description of ** fishes 
at play.” The sight was wonderful and rare, 
and few of those w'ho read the amount, 
will ever see the like; but many of us may 
watch fishes at work, without going to sea. 
For fishes do work, and I have often seen 
them. 

On some pmds of the Island of Aquidneck, 
where I live, the shores are marshy, with 
fresh streamlets, here and there, meandering 
down to the salt water. 

There is one marsh in particular, at the 
edge of the bay, with still pools sunk in the 
peaty soil. These are filled partly by rain, 
from the clouds, and partly by the sea, that 
sometimes overflows them at spring tides. 
CkMirsc grass droops around their margins, 
forming dark, sheltered recesses among its 
roots; while sea lettuce, and other marine 


plants, float in broad, green patches on the 
surface of the brackish water. Every spring, 
scores of little fishes find their way into these 
pretty lakelets, and lay their eggs, or, os we 
commonly say, spawn, in their quiet water. 

Many an hour, from March to June, do I 
spend in watching their attractive ways, as, 
all imconsclous of observers, they carry on 
their busy housekeeping. 

My favorite, among them, is the two- 
spined stickleback. It is only two or three 
inches long, sharp nosed, straight backed, 
flat sided, rough tailed, and bony ; with 
spines about it; the two upon its back as 
big and sharp as the prickles upon a goose¬ 
berry bush. Yet it is beautifiil. Both male 
and female arc green and brown above, and 
silvery below, with great, round eyes; but 
the male is much the handsomer of the two. 
His colors are deeper, and there are times 
when his cheeks and sides become of a bril¬ 
liant red. 

When the sun has shone through many 
long days, and the water is warm and clear, 
the sticklebacks know it is time to get ready 
a lodging for their eggs. The male finds his 
mate, and, side by side, the pair swim up 
and down, seeking a convenient place. 
Sometimes a whole day is spent, in search¬ 
ing aboqt, and holding consultations. 

At last, a spot is chosen, somewhere upon 
the bottom, and the male sets to work. He 
begins by clearing off whatever sticks, or 
other rubbish, may be in the way, carrying 
each bit to a distance. Then he takes away 
the sand, a raouthftil at a time, until he has 
formed a liollow, of the size and shape of a 
watcli crystal. 

Sometimes a fragment of shell, or stone, 
sticks up, and the little fellow has to tug 
long and hard, to remove it. 

When the nest is deep enough, he lines it 
with fronds of hollow-weed, sea lettuce, or 
some other smooth plant. These he cuts 
with his teeth, and lays the strips, one by 
one, strewing a little sand upon each, to keep 
it from being brushed aside. When the hot- 
tom of the nest is covered with a layer of 
strips, all lying one way, he spreads an¬ 
other layer across it, with all the pieces 
lying the other way, making a soft, even 
mattress. Often, he sinks down upon this 
bed, and presses it with his breast, fluttering 
his wing-like fins, much like a hen canary 
bird, when lining her nest. 

All the while he is at work, his mate sails 
up and down, encouraging him by her pres- 
ence, but taking no part in his toll. Every 
now and then, he swims swiftly toward her, 
and insists on her coming to see the nest. 
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She does so willingly, bending down, and 
looking at it with silent approval. 

Sometimes, she wanders in search of food, 
and gets out of sight. He does not always 
miss her at once, but when he does, you 
should be there to see. He drops his pre¬ 
cious piece of silky frond, no matter how 
carefully he has shaped it; he quits the 
nest, and, like one bereft of common sense, 
rushes wildly about, as if all his aims in life 
were lost. When he finds the unwitting 
truant, he seems to chide her, and with 
impetuous haste, drives her back to the 
scene of his labors. 

Calm and serene herself, she cannot share 
his frensy ; but she gently gives up her own 
will to his, although she sees no reason for 
his perturbation. Then he forgets his fears, 
forgives the cause, and resumes his task. 

Now and then he stops work for a few 
minutes and has a little frolic with his mate. 
They affect to bite each other, and lay their 
heads across each other’s necks, like friendly 
horses in a field. They swim, side by side, 
in narrow circles; they chase each other, 
rising one above the other in pursuit, like 
swallows sporting in the air. 

Two days, or more, pass thus, and at last 
the nest is ready, and the eggs are in it. 

Then the carefUl stickleback makes haste 
to cover them. Working more mightily 
than ever, he brings frond after frond of 
some delicate water plant, and spreads over 
them. Crossing these as before, he takes 
no rest while a chink remains, through 
which can be seen a single egg. 

He goes further, and piles on more leaves, 
with so ingenious a show of carelessness, 
that no boy or gfirl would ever suspect that 
beneath this little patch of shredded weeds, 
there was hidden a fish’s cradle. 

The stickleback’s tasks are not yet ended. 
He has other work to do. Some rude in¬ 
truder may meddle with his charge. He 
must not leave it. 

Accordingly, he sets himself to watch. 
All day he sails up and down, and round 
about, feeding scantily upon such morsels 
of food 08 drift within his beat; never 
losing sight of the nest. 

All night he hovers above it, even sleeping 
with so much wakefulness as to be roused 
to vehement action by the slightest stir in 
the water. If a strolling crab chances to 
sidle by, he rushes headlong upon it, and 
bites madly at its defenceless eyes. If an 
eel wriggles near, he erects his horrid spines, 
and dashes furiously against it, threatening 
to rip it up with these double daggers. He 
darts with the speed of lightning. The 


irides of his eyes, his cheeks, his sides, glow 
with vivid scarlet. 

No foe dares resist him, but every one 
makes haste to quit the field. 

For three weeks, this faithful sentinel 
keeps guard. Toward the close, his xigi- 
lance increases. He often draws very near 
the nest, and peers closely. Sometimes he 
touches it with his nose; puts down his 
head, as if listening. 

Suddenly, he acts as If he had gone mad. 
He seizes the loose, outer covering, that 
served as a screen, and scatters the pieces 
right and left. He tears open the inner cov¬ 
erlid, that he had so carefully felted. He 
hangs breathless above the nest. What does 
he expect ? 

Presently, there issues from the rents, a 
train of fifty to a hundred tiny creatures, no 
bigger than midges, with filmy, transparent 
bodies, and wide, staring eyes. 

The eggs have hatched, and these are the 
baby sticklebacks. They swim away, and 
the father’s work is done. 

There is something beautiful in all this toil, 
and watching, and anxiety, and bravery, and 
patience, of the little two-spined stickleback. 

It is not for himself; it is wholly for 
others; for little ones that are to appear 
before him for a moment, and pass out of 
his sight, to be known no more. 

When we see the self-devotion, that the 
Maker of us all has taught this humble fish, 
shall we waste our higher lives in self¬ 
pleasing? Let us rather learn from these 
lowly dwellers of the pool, that His works 
and His word teach the same lesson: Live 
for others, and not for yourselves. 


RHYMES MADE AT GRANDMA’S. 

BT HBLBN L. BOSTWICR. 

To^x see, grandmamma’s birthday b the 
same as George Washington's; that is, it 
comes on the twenty-second of February; 
and she says it would be a pity not to 
observe such a double anniversary; so she 
generally makes a party, and invites Uncle 
Mark’s family and our family. These are 
all the children and grandchildren she has. 
except Uncle Stephen and his little girl, 
Lucy; they live with grandma on her fkrm. 
In the summer. Cousin Lucy has calves, and 
lambs, and chickens, all her own, and she 
has all the strawberries she can eat, and 
carries cherry pie to school every day for 
her luncheon. 

All the rest of us live In town, and we 
haven’t any horse. So this year Uncle 
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Stephen came for us with Logic and Rhet¬ 
oric, and the big green wagon. One of these 
horses always goes aiong steady, so that we 
children can drive it, but the other prances 
about a little too much to please grandma. 
The sober one's name is Logic, and the 
skippy one is Rhetoric. Queer names for 
horses, aren't they ? 

We had an elegant supper at • grand¬ 
mamma's: peach marmalade, and frosted 
cake, and roast turkey with dressing enough 
to go around twice. Papa made a very 
polite bow to grandma and gave her hU 
arm, then Uncle Mark took mamma, and 
Uncle Stephen took Aunt Carrie, that is 
Uncle Mark's wife—and when they were 
seated, we children went out just as it hap¬ 
pened, and there was the greatest fhn. 
Grandma looked very handsome in the new 
dress and cap that were her birthday pre¬ 
sents. 

But it was after supper that the poetry 
came. We had popped com and made 
butterscotch till we wanted to rest. Butter¬ 
scotch is £n*eat fun when it doesn't get 
scorched. Some of ours got scorched. The 
boys thought playing bllndman’s buff would 
rest us, but Uncle Mark said it would be too 
noisy for grandma, and we had better make 
poetry. So it was agreed that we should 
each write a verse—anything we pleased— 
and when we had finished. Uncle Mark was 
to read them aloud. 

There were five of us: Uncle Mark's two 
children, Harry and little Fai, Cousin Lucy, 
my brother Wally, and I. But just before we 
commenced. Miss Angelica Potter came in, 
and as she is a poet already, and writes for 
two newspapers, we gave her a pencil, and 
invited her to write a verse—she called it a 
stanza. Of course we hated to show our 
rhymes along with hers, but then, you know 
it was all in fun. 

We might get the older folks to help us a 
little. Uncle said ; but it must be whispered 
very low, and no one must get more than a lit¬ 
tle smoothing over of the hard places. I tried 
and tried; but I couldn’t think of a single 
word, till I opened the photograph album 
*on the table, and found a certain picture. 
Then I thought of something; but mamma 
had to help me find words Hint would rhyme. 

By and by, when wc were all ready. Uncle 
Mark looked through his glasses at me and 
said: “Well, Miss Fanny Jane, you are the 
youngest of the poets; wc wili begin with 
you.'* O, my heart did thump so ; to think 
of my piece being read first! You see he 
hadn't thought that little Fai wonld have 
anything to read, though she had been 


scribbling away like the rest, pretending to 
make letters. But now she spoke up and 
said, “ No, pa. I'm the youngest, and I've 
dot a piece." 

“You!" says Uncle Mark. “Well done 
for a six-year-old. Hand it over, pet." 

But of course, when he had got it, he 
couldn’t make any sense of her funny, little, 
printed letters; so he called her to come 
and lead it. 

“ Y'es, I will," says she. “ It's only my 
little nepataph that I made last summer, 
when Annie Hoxie died—the washerw’oman's 
pretty, little girl, that oosed to come and 
play with me in the back alley. You know 
one day she played, and the next day she 
was all dead with the croup. 

“ Beneath this storied marble lies 
, Ann Hoxie, aged seven. 

Yesterday she made mud pies. 

But now she’s gone to heaven.’’ 

Uncle Mark made signs to us not to 
laugh, but we smiled very hard. Fai didn’t 
smile a bit; she gave a great sigh, and then 
smoothed down her apron with her little, 
fat hands, and sighed again. She wanted to 
hear something said about her verse. Uncle 
Mark inquired about the first line. 

“Was it all your own composition, my 
dear ?" 

And she said, “ No; Annfe’s older sister 
found the first line for me in a book.” 

Her mamma told her that she had done 
very well, though writing epitaphs was 
hardly suited to little girls, and she might 
try her hand at something else next lime. 

Uncle read my verse next. Here it is. I 
had dreadful hard work with the first line, 
and if the Little Corporal can fix it any 
better. I'll be truly obliged to him. 

“ I wish I conld be, just for to-night. 

One of Mr. Longfellow's little girls; 

Not the one with her arms out of eight. 

But the other one, with the lovely, long curls; 

Then I'd sit upon his knee. 

And he'd write my poetry for me.” 

The next was Cousin Lucy's. I forgot to 
say that Lucy's mother died a good many 
years ago, so grandma and all of us love her 
dearly. But then she is so pleasant and soft 
in her ways, that no one could help loving 
her. Isn't this beautiful ? 

“ All the red is dying 

Out of the western sky. 

And little, white clouds, like sheep, are lying. 
Up in the pastures high.” 

Now comes Wally, my brother, two years 
older than I am. O, how they did laugh ! 
Grandma lauglied till her glasses slipped 
clear to the end of her nose. She said it 
was “so like Wally." 
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“ Thore was a lady, she had three daughters. 

But she didn't hring them np as she ought to; 
One fainted away 
Last examination day. 

And they used a lot of camphor before she 
was brought to.’’ 

I don’t think it was quite fair to laugh at 
Wally 80 , because all the rest of us had 
made poetry before, but he never had tried 
at all. But he is so funny. The more we 
laughed, the better he liked it. • 

Harry’s turn came next. He is almost 
fifteen. Grandma thinks he is a very gen¬ 
tlemanly boy, but she doesn’t hear him when 
he plagues us girls sometimes. He is always 
telling me he will find a wild gazelle with 
silver feet, ai^bring it to me, for a playmate 
sw eet; but lie never has, and I don’t believe 
he ever will. But he does part his hair 
beautifully, and he is very grammatical. He 
had been hunting in some magazines for a 
subject, and this is w’hat he w’rote : 

“ I wish I was the captain 

Of a hundred thousand men ; 

We'd organize a club, sir. 

And cross the ocean, then. 

And we'd challange such a boat race 
As was never known lx‘fore. 

And we‘d beat those Oxford fellows. 

Till they couldn't see an oar." 

They all cried “ Bravo !” and “Hurrah!” 
at this, and Mies Angelica said Harry had 
made himself quite the lion of the evenhig. 
We had to tease her a long time before she 
w'ould let Uncle Mark have her poetry\ She 
said it had no beginning or end, and was but 
a waif floating on the twilight of her imagi¬ 
nation, or something like that. But at last 
she gave it to him, and here it is. W’ouldn’t 
it be lovely set to music ? 

“ The sonnd of her singing is sweeter to me. 

With the jessamine buds drooping over. 
Than the tinkling of rain on a midsnmmer sea. 

Or the dripping of dews in the clover. 

And her white, gemmy hands, as they wander 
at will. 

O'er my locks, growing damp with the even. 
Lie cool on my brow, as the dew’s that distil 

From the floating alembics of heaven.” 

It was such a pity that Uncle Mark should 
have made a sad blunder in reading this. 
But he said Miss Angelica’s writing was so 
faint and delicate, he could hardly make it 
out. You see where she had written “ gemmy 
hands,” he read “gummy hands,” which 
spoiled all the sense. But he made a nice 
apology—she called it the “amen honor¬ 
able”—and then he read it over again right. 
We children all admired it, and Cousin Harry 
told her that “ floating alembics” was mag¬ 
nificent. When grandma said she didn’t 
know as she quite caught the meaning, I 
thought mamma and Aunt Carrie smiled a 
little, but Harry said good poetry was always 
obscure. Then Uncle Mark read a beautiful 


“ Ode for grandmamma’s birthday,” that he 
made himself, but it is too long to be put in 
this story. The meaning wasn’t ablt obscure. 

After Miss Angelica went away, we kad 
prayers, and then papa and my uncles talked 
to grandma, and wished her many more 
birthdays, and she cried a little, because she 
w as so happy; and then we all kissed her 
goodnight and went to bed. And next 
morning we had a grand breakfast—fried 
chicken and buckwheat cakes; and after 
breakfast, LTnclc Stephen harnessed up Logic 
and Rhetoric, and took us all home. So no 
more this time from Fanny Jane. 


BIRD BABEL. 


BY ELLEN PORTER CHAMPION. 


Have you heard what the robins are saying and 
siucing, 

In the yellow-fringed chestnut tree, down by 
the mill? 

Their quaint notes untaught have a rythmical 

They are mlAcking fellows, so carelessly clinging 

To their garlanded perches, and flirting and 
flinging. 

■Mid the gold-tasseled chestnut boughs under 
the hill. 

While waiting this morn, by my low casement 
leaning. 

Their petulant jargon grew loud and more 
shrill. 

The whimsical solos took methods and meaning: 

Eavesdropping I sat, snch queer, bird secrets 
gleaning. 

All nnwittingly told, through the dim, leafy 
screening 

Of the shady, old, chestnnt tree, down by the 
mill. 


Up piped one soprano, ao bold and so knowing. 

She managed the treble with cunning and 
skill. 

“ I'll tell yon,” she aaid, “ where the berries are 
blowing. 

Where peach buds are aweetest, and cherries are 
growing. 

The seeds rich and plenty the good farmer's 
sowing; 

We robins are outlaws, and feast where we 
will.” 


Then came a fall chorus, ftom reeds by the 
river. 

Now piquant, now pensive, with tenderest trill: 
Is it chant of Beethoven? or Stransa with a 


quiver : 

Such an opera burlesque ftom mortal lips, never! 
'Tis bobolink, singing in satire forever, 
Illogical, magical, charming ns still. 


Gav bobolink, careless of orchard buds springing. 

Reeding never a beny that brightens the hill. 
Ere the June roses wither, away he'll be winging. 
Where the jessamine clusters like gold bells are 
swinging. 

Where the rice fields are greenest his song will 
Tho^h^r^Sf makes music all day by the mill. 


Sing, robin, sing on, when each new morning 
Dinshes, 

Come sing In mv garden, and rob If von will; 
Bring garrnionsbfackblrds and Jubilant thrushes. 
The timid, brown wren, f^om the spicy fern 
bashes. , . u 

The sparrow that hides her sly nest In the rnshe^ 
Make a babel of voices, and sing as as yon wUL 
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OUR NEW MONTHLY. 

HavB you seen the new monthly ? Not the 
Atlantic, nor the Pacific, but Nature’s g^nd 
issue, the World's Pictorial. It lies open 
before me as I write, a ponderous volume, 
bound in gpreen and azure, and clasped with 
goldenauubeams. Thousands and thousands 
of fingers have turned the delicate pages; 
thousands and thousands of eyes have wan¬ 
dered delightedly over the glowing pictures; 
but to-day upt a leaf is torn nor a color 
faded. For ages, none know how many. It 
has been issued fresh every month, moist and 
breathing of perfume, with such rare variety 
of conteuts, that, from the little child to the 
white-haired sage, no sound heart ever wea¬ 
ried of it. Not like other volumes, that 
drop from the press right into the hands of 
the rich in their palaces of brick and stone, 
and only wander occasionally away from 
towns and dtlcs, growing old and stale by 
the way. Nature’s great monthly comes 
first to all the dwellers in broad, green, coun¬ 
try places. In fact, they never see it in town, 
or at best only short extracts, and pictures 
clipped out here and there, tantalizing hints 
of its peerless beauty. 

Look at this picture—an orchard on a slope, 
the trees stooping to the weight of the great 
billows of bloom the spring has drifted over 
them. How the gray trunks shbw beneath, 
like rocks amid the sea of wavy grass that 
sways about their feet. Was ever a fairer 
foreground than that brook that creeps along 
through its fringe of alders, or a more exqui¬ 
site background than the deep blue of the 
sky, shading softly upward Into paleness? 
See the oriole among the branches. What 
shall we call him ? a golden blossom ? a little 
winged bundle of music and sunshine ? A 
single glimpse of the little fiashing wanderer 
carries my heart straight back to childhood, 
to the days when I sat with folded hands 
under the cherry tree, with the white petals 
fiuttering down upon me, and only heard the 
brook below the garden wall chime, chime, 
as it tinkled over the pebbles, and above my 
head the drowsy hum of the bees, and the 
short, mellow note of the oriole, flashing In 


and out with that low, rich trill that sounded 
like a quiet laugh of delight. 

Why should I try to review it, this richest, 
most exquisite of publications ? Its great, 
unbroken, unutterable beauty rises before 
me and grows upon me as I write. W’ith 
a feeling akin to reverence, I turn the 
pages day by day; the pictures brighten 
toward the close, and I think how In a few 
days the glorious June will interpret all these 
sweet May prophecies in grand fulfillment. 


FLOWERS FOR THE PARLOR. 

There is no home so elegant in Its adom- 
ings that a charm may not be added by fresh 
flowers, arranged with taste and skill; none 
so plain and humble that the lack of rich 
furnishings may not be forgotten,^ if the 
matchless beauty with which Nature paints 
and embroiders the fields and woods be 
transferred to its lowly rooms, for the eye 
to rest upon with never-wearying delight. 
Yet a faded and withered bouquet is an 
unsightly object, even in a vase of the rarest 
crj'stal; and dally care is needed to keep 
these frail beauties in presentable condition. 

I have often wondered at finding not a 
solitary flower In homes where the garden 
was glowing with beauty, and the reason 
usually given has been, “It is so much 
trouble to keep cut flowers in order, and the 
water is always liable to be spilled upon 
something valuable.’’ This is very true, so 
let me tell my lady Flora how to avoid this 
danger without banishing the flowers. 

Take almost any kind of a dish—a glass 
preserve dish, a soup plate, a saucer, a com¬ 
mon pie plate—fill it with clean sand or with 
soil from your garden, press it down firmly 
with your hands, and wet it just enough to 
make it pack nicely. Take a slender twig 
of the proper length, and plant each end 
firmly in your sand, making a handle; then 
take long twigs of myrtle, or any pretty 
vine, plant them beside your handle, and 
twine them around it until the stick is con¬ 
cealed. Now for your flowers, which should 
have stems of various lengths, and plenty 
of green leaves. Beginning at the outer 
edge, plant a border of leaves to droop over 
and conceal the dish, and proceed toward 
the center, using longer stems as you go on, 
and interspersing your colors skillfhlly, and 
you will find you have the semblance of an 
exquisite basket of flowers, which will last 
for days, some varieties for weeks, and may 
be set anywhere without danger of overturn. 
The sand requires an occasional moistening, 
and when a flower or a leaf withers, it can 
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be pulled out and replaced by a fresh one, 
without disturbing the arrangement of the 
rest. Try it, little folks and big folks, and 
you will be astonished at the beauty so 
easily produced. A great many short-stem¬ 
med flowers may be used in this way. Bal¬ 
sams, which are almost useless for bouquets, 
are among the most effective varieties for 
this style of arrangement, and will last 
almost indefinitely. 


RAINY-DAY SPORTS. 

We have letters from several subscribers, 
suggesting in-door plays, and among others, 
a lady tells us how her little boy constructed 
a panorama, which was a source of great 
amusement to the family. 

“ He cut from papers a great variety of 
pictures, which he colored with water colors, 
working at them on rainy days, as he felt 
inclined, and taking care to learn as much 
as possible about each one. Afterward, 
these were carefully pasted upon a strip of 
old muslin, about a foot in width, and long 
enough to reach twice across the room. He 
then knocked the bottom from a box a little 
wider than the cloth to which his pictures 
were pasted, sawed two pieces of an old rake 
handle just as long as the width of his box, 
and fastened them inside the box near the 
ends by bits of wire, so that they would turn 
around. Next, the outside of the box was 
covered with wall paper, the front famished 
with curtains that could be drawn aside, and 
the ends of the strip of pictures fastened 
with tacks one to each roller. Then rolling 
it all smoothly on to one roller, the pano¬ 
rama was ready to ^xhlbit. The box being 
placed u^n a table, with someone behind it 
to turn the rollers, and the audience seated 
in front, Willie stood with a pointer in his 
hand, and explained each picture as it came 
into view.** 

One favorite amusement in the home we 
know most about, for the half hour before 
the lamps are lighted, is what we call “ Manu¬ 
facturing. * * Some one of the number is called 
upon to give an account of the way seme 
article In the room is manufactured. He is 
obliged to do it in some way—if he can only 
tell what it is made of, he tells that, or as 
much more as he pleases, and then calls on 
someone else, choosing the article for him. 
Sometimes it is very instructive, and some¬ 
times very amusing, as no one is excused on 
the score of ignorance from giving his 
account; and a little fellow recently des¬ 
cribed the making of a chair thus : 

“ They got the maple out of sugar trees, 


and the cane grew somewhere in swamps— 
in India, I guess; and then they split it up, 
and got all kinds of funny-shaped holes, and 
twisted the cane around *em.** 


OUR FRONTISPIECK 

We should like to see the surprise and 
delight which will fill thousands of bright 
^es, from Maine to California, when this 
June number of our magazine is opened, and 
the children find, what they have so often 
asked for, a portrait of Mr. Sewell. It is a 
verv good one, too, we can assure them, and 
looks exceedingly like the “venerable, old 
gentleman,** as a dear little girl latoly styled 
him in her letter. The friends of The Cob- 
PORAL all know what they owe to him, as 
the founder, and, for nearly six years, the 
editor of their fkvorlte magazine, and wc arc 
confident that we have prepared for them a 
very great pleasure in presenting them with 
this 0cture. 


TO CONTRIBUTORS. 

We have In our possession aaveral MSS. 
w-hose authorship we have no means of 
tracing—some or them bearing fictitious 
names, and none of them having any address. 
We therefore repeat what we nave already 
said to contributors: Do not send MS. vith- 
out putting your name and address on the MS. 
Umf. It is of no use to do this in a separate 
letter, unless it is also given on the MS., as 
the two often reach us at different times, and 
in the great amount of such matter con¬ 
stantly received it is impossible to connect 
the two. 

MSS. written on both sides of the paper 
are entirely useless, and are never even read. 
If accompanied by stamps they are at 
once returned; otherwise they go into the 
waste basket. 
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The qneetioD about that sweetest baby seems 
likely never to be settled, bnt Prndy can tell yon 
jDst which was the sweetest letter this month. 
It came from North 8ar\ford„ N. Y.^ and contain¬ 
ed—what do yon think?—a cake of maple sugar. 
Here is the letter: 

^'‘Ikar Prudy: Do von like maple sngar? Do 
the children write all' the letters in Pmdy's 
Pocket? Shall 1 send you some pressed leaves? 
I feel sorry for Cary Houston." 

Prudy says yes to all the questions. 


PORAL to come by the San Francisco and Pacific 
Mail. The November number came only yester¬ 
day, January fiOth. I live in Mndnaplll^ South¬ 
ern India. My papa is a missionary. There is 
no school here for ns, bnt my brothers and 1 stndy 
at home every day, and our mamma teaches ns. 
We have American school books, for the^ are 
much better than what we can get in India. I 
suppose it is very cold in Chicago now. This is 
our cool season, but it is so warm we cannot go 
out of doors to play, in the middle of the day. 
I shall look to see if yon put my letter in your 
pocket" 

Sanuota Bay, Florida. '‘'‘Dear Prudy: I am 
sure yon are little. Ton said that Lottie sent 
you a flower, and seemed so delighted with it, 
that I asked dear mamma to let me write yon a 
little letter, and—as I am a little Florida girl— 
send yon an orange blossom out of our nice, 
large orange grove. My baby brother is a nice 
baby; he comes in the schoolroom, and gets a 
book, and wants my teacher to hear bis lessons; 
and sometimes be comes and gets the cup, and 
gives all of ns a drink of water. Don't von think 
that my aunt is a good aunt? She senas us The 
Corporal, and I nke to read the stories in it, 
and the letters to Dear Prudy." I read them 
every one. We live by the beach, and I send you 
some pressed sea moss. Lay it in Clearwater 
and see how pretty it will look. We have 
O, so many pretty little birds and flowers down 
here, which 1 would like to send you, if you did 
not live so far off. I am going to learn fast, and 
write stories for The Little Corporal after a 
while." . 

Prudy has flowers from every State in the 
Union, and Carrie’s violets are lying side by side 
with some sweet violets from California. As for 
the pink sea moss, it is lovely. 


Alexandria, Mo. " I take The Corporal and 
two other papers. I love my papers and maga¬ 
zine very much, but some people tell me it is 
not beneficial to yonng people to read so much. 
Please tell me what yon think about it." 

That depends entirely upon what yon read and 
how yon read. Some one has said there are three 
classes of readers: let Those who swallow 
everything, good and bad. 3d. Those who, like 
a scive, let the wheat pass through, and keep 
only the chaff. 8d. Those who carefully reject 
the chaff, and keep the precious grain of truth. 
Nothing is worth reading from which you cannot 
gain something to make yon wiser, better, and 
happier, and, if you read with this in view, yon 
are in no danger of reading too much. 

WestervlUe, 0. "Please tell me what the 
cherubs are resting their arms on in the picture. 
Are they leaning on a cloud? I vrish some of the 
missionary boys would write some stories for 
our paper." 

Prndy cannot answer the first question, since 
the cherubs form only a little comer of a famous 
painting she has never had the good fortune to see. 

As for the missionary boys, here is a report 
from one of them. 

MudnapiUy^ India. ''Dear Prudy: Papa 
to some of our friends in America, and 
asked them to subscribe for the best juvenile 
paper that they could find for boys about nine 
y^ars old, and they sent me The Corporal. I 
[iKe It very much, and am glad It Is to be larger 
wi« year. I like that story abont Fighting the 
^emy, best. It takes a long time for The Cor- 


Olympia, Wcuhinaton Ter. brothers 

want to know how snot is made. Will you tell 
us in The Corporal? And here is a pnzzic that 
my teacher in California gave me. A ship had a 
hole one foot square broken in her bottom. On 
examination bnt one board could be found, 
which was sixteen inches long and nine inches 
wide. It was cut in two pieces exactly to fit the 
hole. How was It done?^ 

Prudy does not know as that is a new puxzle, 
but it is a very good one. As for the shot ques¬ 
tion, we have an aiticle in course of preparation 
on that very subject 

Greeniovm, Ohio. "‘Dear Prudy: I am going 
to write you a story about squirrels. One day, 
when I had been out playing, I went into the 
house to get something, ana there sat a little 
squirrel. 1 shut the ooor quick, and tried to 
catch him. Grandma gave me two stockings to 
put on my hands so he could not bite me, and at 
last I caught him and put him in the peck meas¬ 
ure. Then I went and told my brother, and we 
found a box in the garret, which grandma said 
we might have, so we took it to the shop and 
made a cage of it. But when we tried to put our 
squirrel in it, he lumped out of the peck measure 
and the cat caught him. Johnny choked the cat 
till she let it ft go, and then it ran away. We 
were sorry to lose it. but we did not want the cat 
to eat it. Now I will tell you another story about 
my grandfkther. When he first settled in this 
country, there were lots of bears, and one day his 
neighbor came and asked him to get his gun and 
help him kill a bear that had carried off one of 
his pigs. So my grandfather took hie gun and 
followed the track where the bear had dragged 
the pig through the leaves, until they came to a 
swamp. When the bear heard him, ne stood up 
oo his hind legs, and grandfather shot him hut 
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did not kill him. Then he went and got the 
dogg, and they soon chased him into a tree, and 
my grandfather shot him through the heart. The 
bear fell between two limbs, and he cut down the 
tree, and then took off his skin. These stories 
are b«th true, and 1 want you to put them in 
Thk Corporal.” 


Athinbula., Ohio. “ Blanch earned her money 
for Corporal by gathering the hen’s eggs, and 
selling what remained after her mother s wants 
for the family were supplied. Blanch is eight 
years old. I want Prudy to be sure and put this 
In her pocket.” 

Here is a nice little letter from Fort Oti>$on^ 
Arkansas. * 

Prudy: I hope yon will excuse me if I 
should not write as good a letter as some of your 
little girl corresponaents, when I tell you that I 
am a little Cherokee girl only ten years old, and 
have never gone to school more than four weeks 
in my liffe. But my mamma is a good scholar, 
and she has taught me and my two brothers at 
home, and we can read very well. I have been 
reading The Little Corporal five years, and 
always liked it. I do love to read the ‘ Round 
Table Stories,’ that tell about the Indians. But 
we Chcrokees do not believe such things as those 
Indians did, for we know better. How I do wish 
I had lots of money to pay for The Little Cor¬ 
poral all the time. My little brother is six years 
old, and I read The Corporal to him. He takes 
“ The Little Folke." There are so many pretty 
wild flowers on our prairie. I do wish I could 
send you a nice bouquet. I will send yon adaisy 
and a violet anyhow. So goodbye, dear Prudy. 
From your little Indian friend, Ettie.” 

Stockton, Cal. “ As we hare often been inter¬ 
ested in reading your stories, we thought we 
would write and tell you about our home oy the 
ocean. To us this was the dearest spot on earth. 

“OCR HOME BY THE OCEAN. 

“We lived in Santa Barbara, in a little white cottage, 
by the Paclflc Ocean. Our house was on the top of a 
little hill. The side porch was covered with lovely 
climbing roses, and the front with Ivy. Our garden 
was a pretty little spot In front of the house. The 
beds were laid out In various shapes, bordered with 
shells that we had gathered on the beach. About 
a half mile from onr house was a beach where we used 
U> gather beautiful mosses, ^th which we made 
wreaths and baskets Ibr onr (mnds and ourselves. 
One afternoon we were strolling on the beach, and 
gathering shells, when suddenly me heavens darkened 
and threatened a storm. As we heard the thunder, 
peal after peal, and saw the lightning flash, and the 
rain begin to fall, we were frightened, and returned to 
the house as fast as possible. The night was dark and 
stormy, and we feared for the ship and crew. About 
midnight we were all aroused by nearing the booming 
of guns, and cries of distress. We started down to 
the beach with our lanterns, but alas! it was too late; 
the noble ship was already a wreck. Its pieces dashed 
with the angry waves. As the wind lulled a little, we 
thought we heard the voice of a child, not fhr from ns. 
We soon found the little one. It was about one or two 
years old. It seemed almost dead, but we carried it 
home and watched and tended It with care, until, to 
our great delight, it showed signs ofllfb. If you should 
come to our home you would see this dear little one. 
We called her Julia, and she is nowsix years old. She 
Is happy with us, and we could never find out where 
she came from. Maude and Mabel.” 


Ererton. Ind. “ O, Prudy, don’t you think we 
are going to havo a picnic the last day of school, 
and that IB only two weeks, and if yon will JjMt 
come down yon shall have a nice dinner. We 
have such a nice place in the woods to set the 
table. School will be out on Saturday, and I will 
be glad of it. To-day we cleaned off most of 
the chips and logs, ana if it is pretty weather to¬ 
morrow, we wlllflnish the cleaning by giving it a 
good sweeping. One thing provoked me; that 


is, that the boys will dig holes in the ground tq 
play marbles. I think they wouldn't live if they 
didn't play marbles every day; and If they don't 
want to play they Just d& holes around to make 
the girls scold. Some or them get a pretty hard 
scolding, especially the little ones that have older 
sisters.” 

Scolding doesn’t always set things right, Ettie. 
Prudy likes to see boys and girls respect each 
other's pleasures, and she feels very sure that a 
little kindness is all that is needed, and a pleas¬ 
ant hint that the marbles should keep to their 
ow'u part of the playground. She hopes that 
picnic was a success. 

Mazo Manie. I am going to try making the 
wax flowers and fruit, and I will tell you how I 
succeed. I read in The Corporal at school in¬ 
stead of a reader. We have a class in it, and I 
like it better than a reader. Shouldn't you, 
Prudy?” 

Two little Philadelphia boys, Willie and Eddie, 
have taken a great deal of pains to send a nice 
little letter, containing a vowel sentence, which 
Prudy will put in here. ” A man sat at a stand, 
and a rat ran and was mad. A man saw a mad¬ 
man catch a rat, and that man ran auray.” Prudy 
thinks that is a great deal better than if it was 
3,000 words long. 


Demos. ^^Dear Prudy: I know what your 
truly name is, for my auntie told me. Won't 
you please put this letter in your pocket, because 
my brother wrote two letters and they didn't get 
printed.” 

CerUreton, 0. “ I tried to get a club, and get 
Reed's Drawing Lessons, but foiled, so I will 
send you my little brother's and sister's and my 
own picture, for your album, if you please. Yon 
may send The Corporal to brother Willie. He 
reads before he is half dressed in the morning, 
and we all like yon and Prudy.” 

Three pleasant faces on one card accompanied 
this letter. Prudy claims them for her album, 
which is getting contributions nearly every day. 


From Topeka, Kansas, she has a whole package 
of pictures—Lulu, Chub, Bunny, Kitty Grey, and 
the whole family—all very nice, but if Chub and 
Bunny won't tell, Prudy will Just whisper which 
she thinks is prettiest. 

BeUatre. ^'‘Dsar Prudy: I never undertook 
to write to a paper, and I can hardly think of 
anything to write, but still I can tiy. I wrote a 
very nice story to send to yon, and I lost it. Mj 
papa was at Chicago, and when he came home 1 
asked him why he didn't call on Prudy; but he 
said he had not any time for calling on people. 
My mamma was going to go up to Wheeling to¬ 
day and take us, but It rained and so wc were 
disappointed. My mamma gave me a very nice 
organ for a Christmas present, and I am raking 
music lessons on it. 1 know how to play two 
pieces. My little sister says she is writing to 
you; she is only four years old, and she is in the 
first reader ana spelling book, but she cannot 
write, shejnst scrlobled, and she says, * I expect 
Prudy w'!!! mock me.' Mamma will not let her 
send it though.” 

Tell mamma, Prudy would have liked to see 
the little sister's letter. 
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THE VOWEL GAME. 


Wt? jrivp, this month, portionn of tho T niul O 
pri/..? nrticlcs; a id. ii'^xt month hoiriim a now 
^ol-lIne, \vc shall, lor tho present, at 1 - ast. drop 
th • \ owe] irntno, thonjh wo may pnhli'-h fho ro- 
niainin:; \a)wol at som • future time. Our sharp, 
><•11111: criilce have found some fault with th<^ 
prf/ • artioli's. hut Private Queer thinks they are 
at fault themselves, since the only point** m< n- 
tion •(! have been the y's, and wV in the first 
sf irv which are all according: to rule, at the he- 
uiunini: of word** or syllahles, the use of “ ves- 
t r. ' and “ even,” in the second, which are cfvcu 
in the dictionary ns words and not contractions, 
and a few examples of (piestionahl.* irrammar. in 
r .rard to which we stated that we '.'avi* the prize 
to the articles coming nearest perfection in all 
points. 

VOWRL I. 

MISS IIIGOIN'8‘8 KinsT MUllT IX MISSISSIPPI. 


Sir Philip Irvlng'.s third child, Phil, Ilk!.i- driving 
In mild spring nlgVits. Is rhling with Miss hill Higgins 
—^Ilss Higgins Is vhltlng SirThllip Irving—in hlsgig, 
In this (Unilnlshlng llglit, drinking In Inspiring sights 
in this wiM district in .Mbsslssiiipl. Winking, lilinklng 
lights, shining In dim mists, lighting Inviting hlllsh 
frisking kids skinning, climbing high clitfs; timid 
mink whisking, filding; winds singing In trim firs, 
whirling Wilkins’s idgii wdndmlll, kissing hrlglil, 
smiling girls in mirth ; light, sighing winds, mingling 
Witt) triekllng rills, which sln:^ In rippling hli-s; liv¬ 
ing things stirring, chiri)ing, trdling; wild niglii birds 
winging, skimming, diving In brl'k tliglit. pb king tit- 
nits, still piping, singing, mimicking, w Itli wild, Bhrill 
dm It is nigh midniglit. Miss Lill Higgins Is still 
rl'ling with Phil Irving in Ills light gig, driving tri<’k- 
Ish Dick with tlglit. tlnn grip, mid diminishing llglit. 
hiitf, stinging wimls. shifting, rising in whirlwinds, 
which lifting, whirling, mingling sticks, chtjis dirt, 
. .. • * Higgins' 


flings it In gig, sprinkling wdtii dirt Miss Lill HI 


ricli pink silk driving skirt. Miss Higgins, disliking 
this riding, lights with I’hil In Flint’s Inn. whldi is 
nigli. Will Flint brings Dick right In, hitching him, 
wiping his dripping skin, giving him drink; whilst 
Miss Higgins, with night vigils. Is hiding wUhln. sit¬ 
ting wlthThii till night will lift its wings In lllght. It 
Is Indistliiet light. Miss Lill Higgins, rising with 
Phil. Insisting with Arm will, civil Will Flint brings 
Dick, wliilst Miss LIU climbs with Phil in Ids gig. 
Ki-ling, Miss Higgins finds tills tlilck, drizzling inist 
drip, drip, dripping, is dispiriting. Hist! bright, vivid 
lightning is blinding, triglitlng skittish Dick, tinging 
lillls with livid light, strlkinghlgh flrsskirtlngWlllis’K 
cliff, stripplng.rivlng. firing thick Itlrcli limbs, kindling 
bright llglit. Thrilling slglit. Sklttisti Dick Is whin¬ 
ing. kicking, springing. Timid, childish Phil Irving 
is clinging In wlhi frlgtit. >Iiss Lill Higgins, bidding 
him sit still, Ih whipping Dick, disciplining his high 
spirits, Dick, still Inflicting kicks is splitting light 
gVg thills, dividing spring pins. Miss Higgin.s, witli 
rising misgivings, fln'ling things in this 111 plight, 
springs with skill, liftlug slight Phil, still clinging with 
tight grip. Phil finds, mid blinding lightning, Wlilt- 
lnV» b^idck ginning mill Is nigh. With thl.s in.splritlng 


tidings, hitcliing limning Dick, Miss Llll Hlgginii, 
gliding in. hnnging Phil Irving, finds with .sinking 
uplrlts, wild, lri>.li '1 im lilllings is wlUiln.llgliiing with 
big, idling Hill .Millikin. In>li Tim did llrsi lih, iilling 
Hill .Millikln's mind with ill will. Hill first Idi l im. 
Tun is striking liiiii with hts lists, hlinding his sight, 
Bkiiiniiig his cdilii, biting his wrist, kicking his sliins, 
tripping him with liiipl.sTi grin ; whilst big Hill .Milli¬ 
kin. pitching In, clinching Tim Itilllngs with tlglit 
grip. Is inillciing kicks, iiigii killing him, lliiilting his 
iigliting trick.s, whilst his writhing, Iliiiplng, cringing 
victini, still tingling, slipping, sinks in tits. In this 
crisis .Miss Llll lliggiiiH finds tum, wldht Hill,.slinking, 
hiiiing in big lint bin, tiilnks Miss Higgins will ii\ Tim. 
Timid Phil Irving Is sick with fVigiit, witli thii-st, 
within this stilling ginning mill. Miss Lill, rinsing 
HilTs tin pint di.sli, brings it hriniiiiliig with drink ; 
wliilst Phil Is slm.iiig this, Tim is wincing, writhing in 
Ills lit.s. Kind .Miss Lill Higgins, llndiiig him in this 
pllglit, whilst disliking Tim Hillings with his ilk, thugs 
Phils drink in his nliiz, tlnishlng lii*. iHs. Miss Higgins 
Is clildlng this sigliing, sinning Tim, whilst Pliil, risk¬ 
ing .Miss Higglii.s\sc! ltlclsms,ilndshig Hill Millikin lild 
in lint bin. Plill Is Insisting .Miss Higgins will think it 
kin<l, if Hill will bring Sir Pnlllp Irving. Hill disliking 
strict Sir Philip Irving, with his high Hrllish titling, 
is disinclining, till MRs Lill, with bright instinct, di¬ 
vining this, with winning binlling is chiming in, 
hiring, bribing him with rich glft-s If Hill, riding 
I)lck. will bring him. Phil tidnks, “I wish I might 
bring him; if Miss Lill Is willing, I will.” Hinting 
thi->. Phil finds .Mis.s Lill di-sliicliniiig. Hill, pri/ing 
Miss Higgins's rich gifts, viz,: ring, figs, singing bird, 
with six .shillings in scrip. Is fliuTliig ticklish Dick, 
bridling him, fixing him with tight girth, rlillng him 
with willing mind. Dismissing Hili Millikin with 
Dick, hrisk.'stlrrlng Miss Higgins, hiding wltliln with 
Tim Hillings, wishing him llirin. Is. wlfli bright wit, 
rivlll/.lng him with chiding hints, iiiMlstlng it is sin, 
hlig’iting his inliiil with gin. If tippling b'rltz Flnnlkin 
dl'l wisii it. (Tim is living this spring with tilching, 
pkir.filnt Fritz Flnnlkin.) Tlin lists with sighing; his 
drifting, sinking mind, tiring witli whirling In sin. Is 
Inclining rigid, whilst Miss Higgins, divining his In¬ 
distinct wish. Is disciplining his mind, lifting his sink¬ 
ing spirits, Inciting hi.s striving witii firm will, nnlsli. 
Ing with citing Christ. Tim rising, his niiii<l siding 
with rigid. l»rldllng Ids Ups within sirl<*t limits, with 
rigid wTll, is lisping, “I did filch. rtl>, fight. I did diink 
gin. I will shift. I will win In this crisis, if ('hrist 
will lift tliD blind, piggish, sinning mind, giving it 
sight, girding if witli firm will." Irish Tim is right, 
Cfirisi’rt Kj.lrit hiding within, lns<Tlhlng Ills will in Ids 
ndu'l, will lift him with Ills lnsj)irlng iidgld, if Tim’s 
will Is right. Finis. Minnie D. Dateh.vm. 


VOWEL O. 

SC’IIOOL SPonT.S. 

On Thornton’s dock throng hon tons from Boston, 
who don hlood-color hoods.corn-c<»lor frocks, scollop- 
tojt moroc<-o hoots, to stroll, or forsootli noil to I.<^n- 
don fops, (»r snoh^wlio sport shorn ilogs, on long 
Colds, or toss hon mot. Troops from OxlVird School 
flock from Dodo Cotton’s, too. soon to cross to Doc¬ 
tor Ho on’s woo<ls, on Holt's strong sloop. Holt took 
on corhs of good lo')d, no grog; hoops to roll, fops for 
sp )rt, tr .»«)ps of folks. Soon got ofl from port. Old 
Sol looks on. No sf«>rm8 to *<top h iM .loh Snooks to 
cond. Hoots, or works, songs from lioth schr)i>Is, 
strong solos from Moll lioss. to wliom o.xlord’s son.s 
toss m<*lf.> or ))onhons. or shoot popcorn on cop or 
topknot. Ih-octor liordon fold Dodr* Cotton of.scliool 
forms, for good comfort, nor flog, nor scold to control, 
for rods off rr)l) le iiior. Told of school honors won from 
months f»f work, of od»l old hooks long forgot. So<»n 
Bolt's look of scorn on hookworms took Dodo’s orbs. 
B'dt told of log hooks, of long, cold storms, no wood 
or food for comforts, ol sloojvs torn to orts. lost, of 
sons who forsook good old fiilKs for sport or for gold, 
who got so forlorn, so worn, to whom months prolong, 
to whoTii roll or rock of slo<*p, or boom of storm doth 
mock bosom throlis. “D. to go to port; to comfort, 
work lor, honor fond old folks.” Strong to confront 
scoffs, or words of scorn from sons who do not brook 
control. I Bolt told of sons who took strong old lu»ck. 
or fMirt from D|v»rto, whom good words do no goorl; 
poor sons too soon lost to honor. Boll told of spooks, 
of gorgons, of hohomokkos, who go for pnmf of iikw- 
mos. “Look, look! Doctor Boon’s woods; go to 
rmrt. Kollo Coon, toot ,Ioh Siiook«’s horn, .lohii 
Norton, post off for Solon Frost’s tomtom. Co for 
Boh’.s gong. Ho, ho! no dolt.s, no IoIIop.s or clod 
polls. Prompt to front to coinplot for pomp. Don 
Tr ollop, provost.” .Tob Snooks soon mofors Bcolt’s 
sl<*op; folks go off to cool woods, odor of Hronipton 
bloom. Hoopoo’s soft rcHX rock bottom brooks, cool 
grotto, woo from plod of hooks. Both schools concoixi 
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to conform to Proctor Gordon’s complot for sports, 
‘boon cordons of troops go to work on mock forts of 
rock work, cohorts form to chop cottonwood Jogs 
for pontoons to cross Moss Brook. 

Dodo t'oiton JojfH off for Doctor Boon’s folks: looks 
on doctor's good stock. Boss lolls on soft sod knolls, 
or toss hoofs or horns, to doctor’s gross ox. lord from 
lot to com floor; colts of Bomo olood snort, or trot 
off for corn knobs. Hogs of no common sort; doctor’s 
cord wood coops of coots; tool shop; Ponto’s booth, 
look good; coxcomb tops; phlox nlossoras; pots of 
mcK)nwort: pots of lockron ; hops on woodwork props, 
bloom on doctor’s jwrch. Doll Boon took Dodo Cot¬ 
ton to doctor's front room; from top to floorcloth, 
told of comfort. Nooks for Bohn’s books, Scott’s 
works, good old Scotch-bom Orthodoxy. Doctor 
Boon oft cons God’s Word. 


No. 17.—ENIGMA. 

It is varied in form, yet round in Its face; 

It ever stands still, but steady its pace. 

’Tis stupid and senseless, and wanting in brains, 
Yet swaying and retching as though it had pains. 
It shows no emotion, or laugh, or wall. 

But steadily tells its passionless tale. 

Like the chords of a liarp, or music of lyre, 

It sings of the moments bom to expire. 

Like the flow of the soul, "tis sober or glad ; 

In Joy it is joyous, in grief it is sad. 

It preaches to laggards, “Beware of delay; 
Yield not to the morrow the things of to-day.” 
Whether its future shall prove It sublime, 

1h henceforth chiefly “ a question of time.” 

«/. A. J3. 


No. 18.—CHARADE, 

My first is used for any dress 
br covering that conceals. 

Mv last each man desires, but dreads 
When its approach he feeds. 

My whole is often lying round 
In back yards, cumbering the ground. 

At/ni Om. 


No. 19.—CHARADE. 

In the animal's body 
My first is the frame. 

And its strength, and its shape, too. 
Depend on the same. 

My last is a noun. 

Participle, or verb. 

My whole is esteemed 
A medicinal herb. Aunt Ottie. 


ANSWERS TO CHARADES, MAY NO. 

No. 14.—Ist, east; 2d, wind; both.east 
wind. No. 15.—caarade.—Slt-u-ate. 

No doubt the keen eyes of onr little French sHi 
dents have detected the mistake in the 8oluti«*n 
of the French puzzle in our April number, by 
which the verb “ to follow ” was printed flnore 
instead of Hulrre. The mistake esca|>ed the no¬ 
tice of the proof reader, and the correction was 
accidentally omitted in May. 

TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY NO. 16. 

(See May Number.) 

The Sly Old Fox. A Fable —An old Fox was 
strolling around one morning to And his breakfast. A 
boy bad set a trap In the woods to catch him. Mr 
Fox soon smelt the nice bait, and ran on until he found 
It. But he was afraid of the trap; he saw mischief in 
It, and did not dare risk his head under tlie sharp 
teeth. ‘’That’s a nice bit,” he saldtohlmsell; and he 
smacked his chons as if he could almost taste It. Now 
this old fbx was like a good many other people. He’d 
rather have somebody else put his head in the trap, 
than to nut Ids owm In. “ Tixere’s my friend, the ran 
bit,” said he. ‘‘He hasn’t much sense, anyhow. I’ll 
save mv neck, and let him go first.” So he coaxed the 
rabbit to come along, and said he would show him 
something nice. ‘‘Tfiere*’.” said the sly old fox, ‘ you 
are a flnelellow. and I’ll give you the first chance " 
Fo the poor, foolish, little rabbit went up to take the 
first bite, and was caught and held fast. Now the old 
fox went up and helped himself without danger, while 
the poor rabbit was dying under his feet. Wa-sn’t he 
a cruel old fox ? W. O. C. 


No. 20.—A PICTURE STORY.— What comes of Bein(j C kkei.ess. 



Tlie Reading will be given In the next number. W. ft 
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Srir* All articles In “Tub Little Corporal” are 
written especially for it, and paid for at good price*. 
Though copyrighted, our editorial friends may copy 
Into their papers. If they will. In every case, give credit 
to The Little Corporal. This notice is Inserted be¬ 
cause many articles have been copied without credit. 


HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago, Philadelphia, New York City, or 
Baston banks arc lK«t for large sums, made payable to 
the order of i?. 

Post Office money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county seat. In all the cities and In many of tha 
large towns. We consider thetn i>erfectly safe, and 
the best means of remitting hfty dollars or less, as 
thousands have been stmt to us trUfioiu any l(m. 

Registered letters, under the new system, are a very 
safe means of sending small sums of money where P. 
O. Money Orders cannot be easily obtained. OOserre 
the RefftMiy as well as postage, must be pnUl in 
stamps, at the office where the letter is mailed, or It 
will be liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 
Buy and affix the stampfi both for pontage and regintry, 
pid In the money and the inter in the preh^nee of 
the poistavistei', and t4ike his reeeipijor U. Letters sent 
In tills way to us are at our risk. 

Where you arc sending one do/hir and a half or 

S ou may send greenbacks at our risk; where more 
lan that sum Is sent, either of above ways will be safe. 


THE POSTAGE on The Little Corporal Is three 
cents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine Is received. 


THE OLD AND THE NEW. 

This number closes volume tw'elvc of The 
Little Corporal. For six years lias the 
brave, little hero gladdened Ihc liomes of 
many thousands of children all over the 
world, and helj^ed them to tight the battles 
of life, against wrong, and for the good and 
the true and the beautiful. The next num¬ 
ber begins a new volume, and now is a good 
lime to raise a club, and secure some one of 
our beautiful premiums. 


ONE MONTH FREE. 

All new subscribers, sent In after this, to 
begin with the new volume, will receive the 
June number free. This will lielp you raise 
a club. See the premium list in tliis mim- 
her, and begin tlie work now, and send the 
names with the money as fast as you get 
them. Terms, $1.50 a Voar. 75 cts.'O mos. 


A NEW STORY BY MRS. MILLER. 

In the July number, Mrs. Miller will begin 
a new story, entitled “ Scirmer Days at 
Kirkwood,” w'hlch will continue through 
the volume. Let those whose subscriptions 
expire with this number, be sure and renew 
at once, so as to lose none of the new storv, 
which promises to be one of the best Mrs. 
Miller has ever written. 


RENEW! RENEW! 

A good many subscriptions expire with 
this number. Notice the label on which 
your name is printed, and If after your name 
Ihe word June occurs, you will know that 
the time you paid for, expires with this 
number. Please renew at once for another 
year, and, at the same time, try and send 
another name with yours, and get some one 
of the many premiums offered. 


MELODEON8 CHEAP 1 

I have two melodcons, manufactured by 
Peloubct, Pelton <fe Co., of New York, which 
will be sold at a very large discount. They 
are numbers 4 and 5 of their old catalogue. 
The manufacturers prices as given in their 
catalogue w'ere, for No. 4, $160, and No. 5, 
$ 185. They are entirely new, and warranted 
good, first-class instruments. This will be 
a good chance for a Sunday school or a 
church to get a good raelodeon for about 
half the cost of a cabinet organ, and which 
will serve the purpose just as well. Am' 
one wishing to buy, will address John E. 
Miller, K«). 6 Custom House Place, Chi¬ 
cago, Ill. 

AMERICAN WATCHES. 

Every man requires a reliable timekeeper. A 
feeling of national pridt* leads all to prefer on 
American watch. But local dealers have for 
several years discouraged their customers from 
buying them—and for this reason onlv: A larger 
projil could be made on foreign (catrheei, and the 
freepunt rejKtirs such watches required^ was a 
steadtf source of income to the watchmaker, 
Waltham watches have, year by year, grow'n into 
favor with all who have woni them; they have 
proved not only reliable, but economical, as re¬ 
pairs are seldom needed. They, like other stand¬ 
ard articles, are sold at moderate prices, which 
afford the retailer but a small profit compared 
with that which can be made on other w atches. 
But Waltham watches require no nrging. They 
sell themselves. Hence, wide-awake dealers f 
make this up by keeping a full stock and selling 
a larger number. Many dealers now divert their 
customers from the Waltham to other inferior 
watches, and, by disparaging the Waltham and 
recommending these comparatively unknown 
watches, they sell them for a higher price, and 
thus secure a larger profit. We understand that 
Waltham watches are furnished to retailers at 
prices which will enable them to sell them cheap 
and yet make a fair profit. Therefore, all In¬ 
tending to purchase, and who prefer an Ameri¬ 
can watch, should Insist on having their prefer¬ 
ences respected.—.V. y. Trlhnne. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Any books noticed or R(lv*Ttlsed In The Little • 
Corporal, will he sent by us, by mail, postpaid, od 
receipt of price. __ . i i i 

From Israel P. Warren, Boston, through II. A 
><11111 nor, Chicago, “ Newlyn House.” price $1..5b 
” Go Ahead,” price 65 cts. “ The Siindny-School 
Comraentarv," price $2. ” Smith's Saloon.” 1 ^ 
Mrs. L. L. Worth, price $1.26. ” The Hermit .il 
Holcombe,” by Mary D. Chellis. price $1.50. 

From Robt. Carter & Bro.. New York, througir 
W. O. Holmes, Chicago. "Dora's Motto,” bv 
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Jounnu 11. Matthewi*, Price $1. “ Ashcliffe Hall,” 
bv Emily S. Holt, price $1.25. “ Three Little Sia- 
tei !'. ’ by Emma Mars*h!ill, price 00 cti*. “ Faith- 
liil Rover.” price 50 eta. ” LeBtraiige Family,” 
by Margaret E. Hilmer, price 75c. ‘’True to llis 
FUil;,” price 75c. ” Harry and hie Pony,” price 
50c. " Cyril Ashley,” by A. L. O. E., price 75c. 

From Am. S. 8. Union, “ Scrub Hollow,” $1.25. 

Write to COBB BROTHERS, Booksellehs, Chi¬ 
cago, 111., for their New Book List. It will be sent to 
you post paid. 

KlNDER-GAliTEN ALPHABET AND BUILDINO BLOCKS. 
Milton Briulley & Co., Springfield, Mass —This is a set 
of variously and conveniently-shaped blocks, with 
which the child may, as his fancy or imagination may 
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suggest, build anytlilng, from an army of soldiers lo 
a rail fence. We recommend a set of these blocks to 
those motljers who have often been at a loss to find 
something with which the child may amuse Itself on 
rainy days. 

- ^ - 

Messrs. Geo. P. Rowell A Co., Advertising 
Agents, No. 40 Park Row, New York, arc authorlr<sl 
to receive advertisements for this magazine at our 
lowest prices. 

Alden’s Ready Book Bindeb.—Wc can, without 
hesitation, recommend Alden’s Ready Book Binder 
as the best we hdvo ever seen for the punmses intend¬ 
ed. Its great convenience and low price will certaii .y 
bring It Into common it not universal use. See advt-r- 
tlsement. 
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% 

SUMMER DAYS AT KIRKWOOD- 


BY MRS. EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 



Chapter I. Jubilee. 

I HE air was full of sunshine 
, and summer sounds ; a 
->ort of quivering bright¬ 
ness up and down the dusty 
yellow road, and long, sharp 
crescendos from the locusts, 
hidden away among the maples. 

» Ouly the blackbirds seemed to 
have breath enough to sing, as 
they moved restlessly from the 
meadow grass to the sedge of 
cattails and blue flag by the lake, their bur¬ 
nished coats glistening like steel, as they 
sang and chattered In their strange, musical 
gibberish. 

Jubilee was leaning over the gate. In the 
cast yard of the doctor’s house; her bare 
face and arms drinking in the sunshine at 
every pore, as she mocked the song of the 
blackbirds in a clear whistle, that went up 
and down and broke into sudden trills and 
quavers of sweetness, that might have made 
one fancy she was a bird herself. And so 
she w’os; a|black bird—black as the ace of 
spades,” if you know who that is, and why 
lie is any blacker than other people. 

There Is a great deal in a name, whatever 
aome people may choose to think. It was 
worth a fortune In itself to have been chris¬ 
tened Jubilee, and though the lucky ow ner 
of the name was only a dusky, little maid-of. 
all-work, she was so frill of happiness and 
content that nothing seemed to have any 
power to disturb her. Certainly not so small 
a thing as Hannah’s voice, though she could 
hear it plainly euongh, calling her in that 
sharp tone which betokened impatience. 

Tom, the doctor’s younger brother, was 
lounging over his book in the shade of the 


piazza, and, after watching for a moment, 
with quiet amusement, the unconcerned air 
of the little mnsiclau, he asked, sternly, 

” Jube, don’t you hear Hannah call youV” 

“ Laws, yes, Mass’ Tom. Ye don’t s’pose 
I’se gw'lne to start de berry fust yap.” And 
she began to saunter slowly toward the 
house, just as Hannah made her appearance 
at the door, saying, 

” Now then, Jubc, arc you cornin’ ? Have 
I got to spend my breath hollerin’ after 
you, and all that company cornin’ to dinner? 
It’s enough to aggravate a saint.” 

“ Laws, Hannah, can’t ye see I’m cornin’ ?” 
said Jube. ” Ye don’t s’pose I’se gwlne to 
race roun’ dis yer wedder, and get myse’f 
sunstroked ?” 

Hannah thrust a basket impatiently at 
Jube, and held her by one bare shoulder, 
w'hlle she gave her orders. 

” You cut dow'n to the medder lot aud fill 
this basket half full of ladyflngcrs ; pick ’em 
clean out of the hill, and not go wastin’ half 
of ’em; and hurry yourself, or you’ll get 
something more’n a sunstroke.” 

Jube was whistling down the hill before 
Hannah turned aw'ay. She liked digging 
potatoes, and the meadow lot w'os her 
paradise, where she could w'ade in the water 
with her bare, black feet, and w'atcli .the 
saucy blackbirds swing and chatter. Jube 
w'as trying, there w'as no doubt at all about 
it. Up in the old shanty on the side of the 
mountain she had lived a firee, lawless life 
for ten years, scarcely knowing companlon- 
sliip save the wild creatures of the woods and 
fields ; and when her mother suddenly died 
and left her friendless. Doctor Gray had 
taken her home out of compassion, to help 
his old housekeeper, and learn civilized ways. 

” Such help,” said old Hannah, indig- 


AVi/ersd, according to Act of Congress^ i« the year 1871, by John E. MMler^ in the Office of the 
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nantly. “I’m just worrited to skin and 
bone with her outlandish ways, and she 
whoopin’ an’ whistlin’ about the house; 
might make a tol’able stable boy, or some 
such, but lor, ’taint in her to be respectable. 
Needn’t tell me about folks being free and 
equal; some is and some isn’t, and that's as 
plain as seripter.” 

Hannah had reigned supreme in the man¬ 
sion for many years, even before old Mrs. 
Gray died, and since that event she had 
quietly held her own place, serving the doc¬ 
tor and “young Mr. Tom’’ in the same 
faithful way, wholly unconscious that she 
was getting old and stiff, and resenting with 
the greatest indignation any hint that the 
doctor needed a wife to look after the house. 
What should a man want of a wife, who had 
“his muffins made reg’lar, and his eggs 
b’iled by the watch, and his shirt bosoms 
done up like a chany platter !•’’ 

So the doctor attended to his patients, and 
Mr. Tom lounged over his studies, and every¬ 
thing moved on in the same methodical way 
until Jube came into the house like a w'hirl- 
wind or a hurricane, and set it all in a flutter. 

On this special morning there was some¬ 
thing in the wind besides Jubilee. Mrs. Har¬ 
rington, the doctor’s sister, was coming with 
her family for her annual visit, and all Han¬ 
nah’s pride of housekeeping w as aroused to 
make an impression upon this lady. So she 
pattered about the house in a perfect fever 
of excitement, now swinging her apron in the 
parlor at a stray fly that had found his way 
through the netting, then back to the cool, 
dark milk room, on whose spotless shelves 
one could dimly see loaves of cake that 
breathed a spicy smell, rows of flaky pies, 
and jars of cookies and doughnuts with the 
covers tilted on the edges in a way that toid 
the secret of their freshly-made contents. 
Hannah’s face was eloquent of secret satisfac¬ 
tion, 08 she closed the door and turned the 
key, for she had small confidence in Jube’s 
principles, and kept her treasures carefully. 

In the meantime, Jube herself was sitting 
flat upon the ground in the meadow lot, 
digging potatoes with her black fingers, in a 
very leisurely way, and amusing herself by 
singing, whistling, and laughing. 

“ I reckon dis yer’s half full,” she said, 
peering into the basket. “Curl’s kind o* 
lady fingers them is; reckon I’ll tote ’em 
dow n to de pon’ an’ wash ’em.’’ 

Having satisfied her small conscience witli 
a plausible reason for going to the lake, Jube 
was soon w'ading and paddling in the clear, 
shallow' water, as completely happy as the 
tiny fishes that darted about her feet, and as 


[July, 

utterly forgetful of any work to be done, 
until the rumble of a carriage upon the 
bridge startled her, and she looked across 
the meadow to see the one omnibus of the 
village slowly scaling the hill, with heads of 
all sizes filling its open windows. 

Seizing her basket, she r^ushed across the 
field, reaching the back door just as the car¬ 
riage drove up to the gate, and Hannah had 
only time to throw one wrathful glance at 
her, as she hastened aw’ay to assist in receiv¬ 
ing the visitors. Peering through the lilac 
bush, Jube had abundant opportunity for 
observation, as the party alighted, and, with 
instinctive shrewdness, she formed a very 
tolerable estimate of what she might expect, 
before Hannah, half hidden under Uiskets 
and bundles, led the way to the house. 

Dick, twelve years old, came down from the 
driver’s seat with a w'hoop and a spring over 
the wheel, which his younger brother, Ben¬ 
ny, did his l)est to imitate. Then came Rose 
and Lillie, the graceful twins ; lame Ruthie. 
the pet and darling of all, carefully carried 
by the driver to the rustic seat under the 
porch ; fat, waddling, little Joey ; and, last 
of all, Mrs. Harrington, handsome, smiling, 
but rather stately, with a frail, delicate, blos¬ 
som of a baby in her arms. 

“Laws! ain’t dey a slew of dem young 
ones,” chuckled Jube, “Dey's thicker’n 
dem Pharisees dat gobbled up de chillen of 
Egypt. Keep Hannah hoppin’ to look after 
dem, I reckon.’’ 

Jube’s Scripture knowledge was limited. 
She had not yet mastered the alphabet, 
though Hannah had tried to do her duty, by 
cuffing her faithfully through the first verse of 
Genesis. She sat meekly by the dining room 
door every morning, while the doctor read 
the doily lesson from the Bible, and greatly 
enjoyed it, treasuring up phrases that struck 
her fancy, and using them as ammunition 
upon Hannah, when all else failed. 

“ The first tiling I want,’’ said Mrs. Har¬ 
rington, as she laid baby on the lounge in 
the cool, dark bedroom, “ is a good, trusty 
nurse for baby. The poor little thing must 
be out of doors every minute while the sun 
shines, and my nurse would not hear of 
coming into the country. I thought we 
could find some suitable person here without 
any trouble.’’ 

“ There’s nobody here goes out nussin* but 
old Miss Beck Hardin,” said Hannah, “and 
she’s too clumsy to get about much. There's 
Polly Vance, she’s a staver to work, and 
they’re dreadful poor, but I don’t reckon 
she’d be handy with a baby.” 

“ Well, I can speak to Edward,” said Mrs. 
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flarringtOD ; “ I dare say he may know some 
me.” 

“ There he comes now! there’s Uncle 
Doctor,” shouted Rose, rushing to the door, 
followed by Lillie; and in an instant Uncle 
Doctor had them lx)th on his shoulders, 
their fair curls sw inging about his head, as 
he marched with them toward the house. 
Dick and Benny had taken posession of the 
horse, and begged for permission to drive 
him down to the lake, to water him. 

“ He'll be just as much obliged to you for a 
drink from the pump,” said the doctor; and 
with that they were obliged to be content. 

If horses keep account with time, old Rex 
must have been greatly puzzled to know 
what fortunate circumstance had brought 
him to his stable AUly two hours earlier than 
usual. However it happened, Rex was won¬ 
derfully suited, and testified his pleasure by 
an occasional whinny, as he stamped at the 
fiies, and munched the sweet clover, cut that 
very morning for his delight. 

In the cool, shaded parlor the doctor was 
seated with his sister, the children fairly 
swarming over him, whiie in the great 
kitchen Hannah was bustling about, issuing 
her orders to her small handmaid in sharp 
tones that seemed to make no manner of 
impression on Jube, as she shelled the peas, 
and whistled under her breath. 

” I should have met you at the station, 
Hetty,” said the doctor, ” but I have one or 
two pretty serious cases on my hands, and 
could not leave them.” 

“ We got on nicely,” said Mrs. Harrington; 
“ we had the whole omnibus to ourselves.” 

“ I should think you needed it,” laughed 
the doctor. “ What a fiock you have to 
look after.” 

” Not one too many,” said the mother, her 
handsome face glowing with motherly pride. 
‘* My children are never any trouble to me.” 

‘‘Just hear that. Uncle Ned,” shouted 
Dick. ” Now I know you’ll give me your 
douhle-barreled gun.” 

‘‘ Wait till I see for myself how you be¬ 
have,” said the doctor, stooping tenderly 
over little Rnthie, who lay upon the lounge 
with her blue eyes closed. ‘‘Is my little 
lamb very tired with her ride ?” 

‘‘Only a little bit, uncle,” said Ruthic, 
patting his hand; ‘‘ the shaking made my 
back ache, and it’s so still, and cool, and 
sweet smelling here, seems as if it w as just 
a nice dream, and if I stirred it would all go 
away.” 

Presently a subdued clatter of plates w'as 
heard from the dining room, and now and 
then a short, dear whistle. 


‘‘ Who’s that ?” cxdaimed Dick, amazed. 

‘‘That is Jubliee,” said the Doctor. 
‘‘ Hannah tries her best to keep her qniet, 
but she can’t help whistling any more than 
a blackbird.” 

‘‘Jubilee?” queried Mrs. Harrington. 

‘‘Yes ; a little black g^rl I have been try¬ 
ing to humanize, without very much success, 
I must own, though, to tell the truth, 
Tom and I enjoy having her about; she’s a 
perfect orchestra in herself, and she keeps 
things lively for us.” 

‘‘And how does Hannah*get on with her?” 
asked his sister. 

‘‘ O, Hannah—well—I don’t fancy Hannah 
‘hankers’ after her, as she says, still she 
really makes her usefbl, and you know she 
must scold at somebody.” The doctor 
laughed quietly, as if at some remembrance 
of his own, and then added, ” By the way, 
Hetty, Jube w ill nuike you a capital nurse. 
She’s as strong as a young colt, and w ould 
like nothing better than broiling herself in 
the sunshine all day long.” 

‘‘ Can I trust her ?” asked Mrs. Harrington, 
doubtfully. 

‘‘To be sure you can; put Jube on her 
honor and she’ll never fall you. She has a 
conscience, though Hannah doesn’t believe 
it; but the fact is, I never can make her 
recognize Hannah’s authority, and she con¬ 
siders her ‘nufidn but p’or trash a settin* 
herse’f up for mistis.’ You’ll see she’ll 
mind your smallest nod.” 

‘‘We shall see,” said Mrs. Harrington; 
and just then Tom made his appearance at 
the gate, w'hich was the signal for another 
rush IVom the children, followed by the 
sharp ringing of the dinner bell. 

‘‘Hannah pets Tom as much as ever,” 
said the doctor. ‘‘She always has dinner 
ready the moment be gets here, and nothing 
on earth w'ould induce her to serve it before.” 

‘‘ Why didn’t you come sooner ? why didn’t 
you stay here, when we were coming?” de¬ 
manded Benny, in an injured tone. 

‘‘ O, that’s a secret,” said Tom, swinging 
Benny over his head. ” You’ll find out be¬ 
fore you’re gray.” 

‘‘O, Tom,” said Mrs. Harrington, ‘‘itls 
dreadful to see you growing up so, and it 
only seems like yesterday that 1 used to 
carry you ia my arms.” 

Growing up! I should think so,” laughed 
the doctor. ‘‘Why, Hetty, Tom is twenty- 
two.” 

‘‘Dear, dear, what an old woman I am 
growing,” sighed Mrs. Harrington; and then 
they streamed out into the dining room; 
‘‘jest like a Fourth o’ July celebration,” 
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thought Jube, as she backed up against the 
china closet, to get out of the way. 

Hannali's dinner was certainly admirable, 
Qud the children ate it with a keen relish, 
while Jube waited on the table, and took 
observations. 

“Dem chillcn is like de locusses; dey’s 
eat up ebery green ting,” she declared, as 
she came to the kitchen for a fresh supply 
of peas and potatoes. 

“Let ’em eat,” said Hannah, “and you 
jest tend to your business. Them children 
is wuth raisin’, and 1 dare say they hain’t 
seen a taste of fresh gardin boss scuce they 
was here before.” 

Hannah’s astonishment knew no bounds, 
when she was informed, that afternoon, that 
Polly Vance was to assist her with her 
housework, and Jube was to be promoted to 
tlie position of nurse. She liked Polly, and 
was glad of her help and her company, but 
the idea of trusting that baby with Jube ! 

“It’s no business of mine,” she declared 
to Jube, “ but if I wanted to git red of that 
baby, I’d set you to nussin’ it. Laws, I’d 
sooner trust old Nero with a beefsteak. 
Whatever put such a notion in Mis’ Harring¬ 
ton’s head ?” 

“ Sho, Hannah, she just took to me the 
minnit she laid her eyes on me,” said Jube, 
who w as polishing her ebony face with soap 
and water. “ Some folks has eyes in their 
heads and some hasn’t,” she added, loftily. 

The baby eertainly did “ take to her,” and 
no mother could have been more tender than 
w as Jube with the little delicate creature, who 
came without hesitation to her stout arms. 

“ Jubilee has found her * sp’cre,’ ” declared 
Tom, as he watched her carrying the baby 
about the garden, and making clover chains 
for little Joey, who followed her everywiiere. 
“To-morrow' we will have a carriage, and 
then she can have the run of the whole town¬ 
ship.” 

Tom’s secret came to light, when he took 
the boys to the lake, where a beautiful row' 
boat was just ready for launching, her name 
handsomely painted in emerald green, upon 
the spotless white of her stem. 

” I had to put on the lettering this morn¬ 
ing,” said Tom, “ and I w’anted to finish it 
before you saw it.” 

‘‘0, w’hat a beauty! two pairs of oars! 
may we row our own selves, Uncle Tom,” 
shouted Benny, half wild with excRcment. 

“ Dick can row, for I know he has learned 
how ,” said Tom, “ and I will teach you, 
Benny ; but I advise you tw'o not to go out 
together until Benny can manage his oars 
pretty well.” 


“ Why not, Uncle TomP* said Dick. “ I 
know all about a boat, and I could man¬ 
age it.” 

“ Perhaps,” said Tom; but you would not 
be so sure of managing Benny, if he didn’t 
choose to obey orders, and a boat isn’t a good 
place to settle a quarrel.” 

Both Dick and Benny looked confused, for 
they remembered very well that there had 
been a good many quarrels to settle when 
they made their last visit to Kirkwood. 

“ Of course, though, you boys are too old 
to quarrel,” remarked Tom, quietly, as he 
tightened the rope he was tying to the boat. 
“ Now' give her a shove altogether, and off 
she goes.” 

Off she w'ent, plowing a little furrow in 
the white sand, then floating like a duck on 
the clear water, while Tom proceeded to 
fasten the rope to a post near the little 
landing. 

“ Can’t w'e go out rowing now ?” asked 
Dick, in dismay. 

“ Not to-night,” said Tom; “ the boat 
must soak a w hile, to stop the leaks. You 
see it has been lying in the sun for the paint 
to dry, but by morning the seams will close.” 

Dick and Benny went down half a dozen 
times before evening, and at their last reiwrt 
the boat was half filled with water. 

“ All the better,” said Tom ; “ it will swell 
the fester, and we can bail it out in the 
morning.” 

That evening, when the children were all 
asleep, Mrs. Hamnglon sat with her broth- 
•rs upon the porch, and w atched the dancing 
lights flashing and fading over the meadow, 
w'here myriads of fireflies flitted about in the 
dusk of the summer night. From the 
orchard on the slope of the hill came the 
song of the whippoorwill, as he sang over and 
over his short, sweet story. Suddenly, as if 
from a tree top close by, came an answering 
strain, so perfect in its imitation that for a 
moment they listened w'ith almost breathless 
delight. 

“ That’s Jube,” said Tom, softly ; “ I de¬ 
clare, the little monkey fairly cheated me at 
first.” 

And going to the corner of the house, he 
saw, as he expected, a dusky form half hang¬ 
ing from the attic w indow. 

‘‘Pretty well done, Jube,” Ik said, “but 
you’d better be quiet now, or vou'll have 
all the children awake.” 

*“ Law's, Mass’ Tom, I’ll shet right up, but 
I’sc so full o’ tickle to-night pears like I’sh 
bu’st.” And with that the little dark cloud 
disappeared from sight. 

[To be contiuued.l 
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PICTURES ON THE SLATE. [See Frontispiece.] 

BT OBOBQX OOOPBB. 


“ Draw me a picture, papa, do! 

Some pretty flowers and hills. 

And pleasant meadows, (Vesh and new, 
And mossy, winding rills. 

“ Draw me a house, with children fair; 

White lambs upon the lawn; 

A field of wheat, and mowers there 
All in the dewy dawn. 


“ Draw me a facethen the dimpled hand 
Scattered my pictures rude. 

Like scenes dissolved by a fairy's wand 
In the night's deep solitude. 

Face after face the fingers white 
Blurred out, with fun elate; 

And I mused how Life resembled quite 
Those pictures on the slate 1 


HOW GOD TOOK CARE OF PATTY. 

BY ANNA D. THORPB. 


Patty lived in the country, in a white 
honsc with green blinds. There was a nice 
yard with sniooth-cnt grass, and great trees, 
whea; the birds would sit singing and 8v% ing- 
ing on the boughs. Patty had a swing, too, 
one that papa put up, of good stout rope, 
that would go up ever so high into the 
branches. Then there was the garden—such 
flowers as grew there, datfodils, Jonquils, 
hyacinths, tulips, and violets, besides fine 
bu?<hes of roses and lilacs. 

\ short distance back from the house and 
garden, stood three great bams filled with 
such stores of hidden wonders, that Patty 
seemed never tired of playing in them. But 
perhaps she liked best to go with mamma, 
in the early springtime, into the woods, to 
gather the sweet, wild fiowers, and search 
for the delicate ferns and lovely, soft, green 
mosses. Or, who knows, maybe she liked 
better still to go into the fields where papa 
was at work, and make him a little visit. 

At any rate, out there Patty would go some 
bright, warm days, and if she found papa 
plowing, she would follow in the furrow”, 
chattering like a magpie and watching the 
the blackbirds, and asking all sorts of funny 
questions; follow him until the little feet 
grew heavy and tired with w’alking in the 
soft earth. If it happened to be late, time 
for papa to go home, he w”ould unhitch the 
team from the plow, toss Patty to a seat on 
old Dick’s back, and then what a merry ride 
home she would have. 

Sometimes mamma would exclaim, 

“ Dear me! Where has my little daughter 
been ? where did she get those dirty hands ? 
and O, such shoes!” 

Then she w'ould take off the soiled shoes, 


wash the brown face and hands, and they 
would all eat a nice supper. After that, 
mamma would undress Patty, put on a nice 
white night-dress, and kissing her softly, 
put her aw’ay in bed ; only first they always 
knelt down, side by side by the little bed, 
whilst Patty said her simple, evening prayer. 

One morning, it was in the harvest time, 
Patty was in the kitchen, Bridget w'as 
churning, mamma was baking, Patty was 
helping her mother, and the way she helped 
was by eating small lumps of sugar, and 
listening to a story mamma was telling. 
She wanted very much to roll o\it the crust 
to a pie, but mamma said she w'ould help 
most by sitting still and listening to the 
story. The butter had come, and Bridget 
wras gone to carry it down into the cool 
cellar, when the door bell rang ; so mamma, 
dusting the fiour from her hands, went her¬ 
self to answer It. Patty, left alone in the 
kitchen, soon began to grow' lonely ; w’on- 
dered what made mamma gone so long, and 
where was Bridget; then she opened the 
cellar door and called in a sweet, little voice, 

“ Bridget ! BridgetBut Bridget w'as 
gone up the outside way, and so did not 
hear. Patty waited a minute or two, and 
getting no reply, she shut the door. 

Out of doors it looked bright and sunny. 
Through the open window came the softened 
hum of the distant reaper. Patty thought 
she would like to go out to see papa, and so 
in another moment the little feet were 
trotting away across the fields. When she 
came into the wheat field, she could see the 
men going down one side, following the 
reaper and leaving a shining row of bundles 
behind. 
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Patty tried to catch up, but 4hey worked 
very fast, and by and by growing tired, she 
sat down to rest on a sheaf of wheat. By 
her side the uncut grain waved back and 
forth in the sunlight; an old butternut tree 
cast a cool, pteasant shade where she w'as 
sitting ; It was very beautiful there. She sat 
quite still, thinking spch sweet, little 
thoughts. Suddenly a bifd flew out of the 
wheat near by, singing a rich, clear song. 
Patty clapped her hands in delight, and, as 
the bird rose higher and higher, and the 
notes grew fainter and sweeter in the distance, 
she fairly held her breath lest she should lose 
one of those delicious sounds. “Perhaps 
there is a nest in there,’’ thought Patty, 
when it was still again, and “in there ” she 
went, looking with a pair of bright eyes 
eagerly about; and, yes, there it was surely, 
a nest and three of the dearest, sweetest, 
little birdies. Was there ever anything so 
funny as those downy, little heads with the 
tiny bills wide open ? 

Such a nice place for a nest, too, Patty 
thought. It was like being in a golden forest 
in there, for the grain was high above her 
head, and she laughed softly all to herself 
thinking of it. The yellow straw laughed, 
too, a waving, murmuring laugh, and tossed 
its hea% back and forth, back and forth, 
but never whispered to the child of danger, 
nor ever told to the men, coming rapidly 
along, the story of the little girl hidden in 
its midst. The men came *on, the machine 
leading them, the horses drawing steadily, 
and the knives cutting sharp and sure. 

What was it do you suppose that made 
the farmer stop his team all at once ? Did he 
know' his little daughter was in danger ? No, 
Indeed, he thought she was safely cared for 
at home. But he was a noble man with a 
large, kind heart; and he would not willingly 
hurt the least of God’s creatures; so he said 
to one of the men, 

“ Here, Tom, come and hold the team. 
There’s a lark’s nest somewhere near the old 
butternut yonder. I’ll hunt it up, and you 
can drive around so’s not to hurt the birds.” 

Ah ! w'hat a cry of surprise papa uttered, 
when he found his darling Patty sitting 
there. How fast his heart beat, when he 
thought of the danger she had been in, and 
how' thrilled and softened as he caught her 
up in his arms, covering her face w ith kis^s, 
and saying, “ It w’as the birds that saved herP 

When the first excitement w ith the men 
was over, and Patty had been carried safely 
home in her father’s arms, and the men 
w ere going dowm the field again, leaving a 
wide, uucut space around the lark’s nest, 


somebody—it was a great, rough-looking 
man—said, while the tears glistened in his 
eyes, and his voice grew' husky, 

“ God bless the little birds.” 


AMONG THE RELATIONS.—No. 3. 

BY A. H. POE. 

The schoolhouse Jennie goes to te the lit- 
tlest I ever saw’. There’s only one room, 
and a place in front where the scholars hang 
up their things. I don’t go to school, at 
home; I recite to mamma. Though I’ve 
been to morning exercises, with papa, at the 
college, many a time. Aunt OlUe didn’t go 
to school w’hile I was there, but she w'ent to 
Springfield, on the cars, to a ’cademy, to 
take music lessons, twice a week. Once I 
went with her. There were ’bout a thou¬ 
sand women there, and every one kissed me. 
O, I W’as so tired! and I didn’t feel much 
like eating any supper. 

The morning I w’ent to school with Jennie, 
Aunt Martha put up our dinner for us. W’e 
had a tin pail. In the bottom she put^and- 
w’iches and pickles, and ’bove them was a 
pan for pie and cookies, and on top of the 
lid W’as a place for preserw’es, with a little 
drinking cup to shut dow'n over it. Wilber 
’n Gurney didn’t go cause they w’asn’t six yet. 

There w’as a man teacher. He was great 
big, w'lth a knotty forehead. One of his 
eyes was black and the other blue. The 
girls said he didn’t generally use but one at 
at a time, but looked out of the black one> 
w’hen he w'as cross, and out of the blue one 
when he w’asn’t. I was ’fraid of him at first; 
but he must have looked at me out of his 
blue eye, for he smiled so, and said he used 
to know’ mamma. Jennie said he’d taught 
in that district longer’n she could remember, 
and W’as the best teacher in the w’orld. She 
said he could look out of his black eye, 
though. I’d been sitting in school a long 
time before I noticed tliat Joe was there. I 
was so glad that I most wanted to go right 
over where he w’as; but then ’twouldn’t 
have done. He laughed to me, and I laugh¬ 
ed back again, till Jennie knocked me with 
her elbow’. 

Cousin Desire w’as there. That’s Uncle 
Milton’s little girl. She's eight, and real 
still. Her eyes are blue and shiny, like the 
blue stone in mamma’s pin, and she had her 
hair put up like a woman’s. She wore a 
brow n flannel dress, and a red belt, and bad 
ten rings on her fingers. Part of them were 
bead rings, though. Someway I didn’t like 
her near as well as Jenny. 
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W’c had fun at noon, playing ball. Jenny 
played, and so did I play, and everybody; 
boys and girls together, and teacher, too. 
I wasn’t big enough to throw, but I caught 
the ball ever so many times in my apron, and 
one tall boy, named Count, kept choosing 
me on his side, and called me Rosebud, and 
gave me some of the biggest hickory nuts, 
big as little apples, ’most. He said they came 
from the Illinois Bottom ; but I didn’t know 
w*hut that was. 

The girls there hava to take turns sweep¬ 
ing the schoolhouse. That noon, a big girl, 
with warts or something on her face, swept, 
and didn’t sweep under the stove at all. 
After school was taken up again, and every¬ 
thing was still, the teacher went and stooped 
down, and looked undei*the stove four times. 
First from one side, and then the other, and 
then from each end. The girl that swept 
got awfully red In the face, and some of the 
others laughed; but nobody said a thing. 

There was a little girl there that hardly 
any one knew. She wore a black dress, with 
round w'hite spots, like peas, all over it. She 
had a sunbonnet just like her dress, and at 
recess some of the girls got it, and kept 
laughing, and wouldn’t give it back, and 
the little girl cried. That made Jenny real 
mad, and she said ’twas a shame to act so. 
She got the bonnet away from the girls, and 
now what do you s’pose they’d been laugh¬ 
ing about? Why, instead of pasteboard 
being in it, the slits were filled with pieces 
of cornstalk, cut thin. 

Jennie coaxed the little girl to tell all 
’bout herself. And she said her father’d 
moved there from Ohio a few months before 
that, and had bought a farm two miles away, 
on Horse Creek; and then her mother got 
sick and died, and there wasn’t anybody to 
keep house but her, and a sister older’n her, 
and they couldn’t make their things very 
nicely. She said she put the cornstalks in 
her bonnet ’cause she wanted to save money 
and help her fhther pay for the farm; but 
he didn’t know she wore ’em. 

Then the girls were ’shamed of themselves, 
and gave her apples and cakes, and she got 
real happy. She told ’bout the sweetest 
baby brother that she and her sister took all 
the care of, and a pet deer they had, and said 
she’d bring the g^rls a bag of chestnuts. 
Jenny said she thought she knew where the 
place was, and she was going there some 
Saturday. 

That night I went home with Desire. Joe 
came ’round as we were starting, and said, 

“ Look here, Mlnnette, go back with me. 
^t’s 8tui)id lonesome there without you.” 


I wanted to, O, so bad, and I don’t guess 
I could hardly keep from crying, but I winked 
hard, and said ’twas too far for me to walk. 
Then he kicked a cow bell he had, across the 
yard, and said, 

” I wouldn't be a galand, O my! for a 
minute I felt just like scratching him to 
pieces. But he got sorry quick, and said, 

‘‘Pshaw ! I was only in fun. I can carry 
you slick as a button, if you’ll let me.” 

Aunt Charity, Desire’s mother, is a great, 
great, big woman, and splendid. It’s most 
like being in bed, when she holds you. Once 
Joe called her “ bully,” and grandma made 
him go and stand with his nose to the wall 
for a quarter of an hour. I tell you he 
hated it. I asked him if he wasn’t ’fi-aid of 
going to the bad place. I had a better time 
at Uncle Milton’s than I’d ’spectecl to, ’cause 
Desirc’d been moat glum all day, at school; 
but after we were otf alone she talked more, 
and when we got there. Aunt Charity came 
running down to the gate, and kissed us, and 
carried me in, ’cause she said I was tired, 
she knew. 

O, the house was the cleanest! if anything, 
cleaner’n grandma’s, and th^ had house 
plants in every window. At supper, the table 
was just crowded with tMngs to eat, and 
she’d made us some of the funniest dough¬ 
nuts. A whole fiock of sheep, and their 
shepherd, and a horse that looked a little 
like grandma’s Susan, and a cow, kicking, 
and a great, big General Grant, that looked 
splendidly, only his cigar came off, and one 
ear. We ate what came off. 

The next day. Aunt Charity thought I’d 
better not go to school, so Desire stayed, 
too. We had a nice time, only once she got 
spunky, when I asked her w’hat her mother 
baptized her such a name for. Then I said 
If she’d make up I’d give her my blue velvet 
cloak, but Aunt Charity w'ouldn’t let her 
have it. 

Uncle Milton’s got a dog named Trumpet, 
that he got in the army. It eats corn like a 
horse. Sometimes he’d bark at nol)ody, and 
when we’d go to look he’d shake his head 
and laugh a reg’ler laugh. He ain’t a bit big 
nor pretty neitlier; but he tries to bark like 
a great, big dog. Uncle Milton likes him, 
’cause he’s so full of tricks; but Aunt Char¬ 
ity ’most wishes him killed. He’s always 
taking folks’ things and hiding them, and 
the only way they can make him bring them 
back is not to give him anything to eat. 
Aunt Charity said, once, when they first got 
him, he stoic her housewife out of her work 
basket, with all her turkey money in it. 
She’d happened to put it thero. They starved 
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him two daiys, when, at last, he brought It on her back, and punctuate ; tliat’s making' 
to the door, and Aunt Ollie (she was vis’tlng the stops, you know. I'd punch ever so far 
tiicrc) took it. She wasn’t very big then, ' in when I'd make a period, and then she’d 
and Desire w’as a little tot of a thing. , laugh, and pretend that it hurt dreadfully. 

Aunt Charity played with us like a little She wears a brown flannel dress every day, 
girl, and let me write names with my Anger just like Desire. 



THE LIGHTHOUSE. 

BY BBS. EBILT HUNTINGTON MILLER. 


The tide comes up, and the tide goes down, 
Over the rocks so rnixged and brown, 

And the cniel sea, with a hungry roor. 

Dashes its breakers along the shore ; 

But steady and clear, with a constant ray. 
The star of the lighthouse shines alway. 

The ships come sailing across the main. 

But the harbor mouth is hard to gain. 

For the treacherous reef lies close beside. 

And the rocks are bare at the ebbing tide. 

And the blinding fog comes down at night. 
Shrouding and hiding the harbor light. 

The sailors, sailing their ships along. 

Will tell you a talc of the lighthouse strong; 
How once, when the keeper was far away, 

A terrible storm swept down the bay. 

And two little children were left to keep 
Their awesome watch with the angry deep. 
Tlie fair little sister wept, dismayed, 

But the brother said, '' 1 am not afraid; 
There's One w'ho rulcth on sea and land. 

And holds the waves in His mighty hand ; 

For Christ's dear sake I will w’atch to-night. 
And feed, for the sailors, the beacon light.” 


So the sailors heard through the murky shrond. 
The fog bell sounding its warning loud; 

While the children, up in the lonely tower. 
Tended the lamp in the midnight hour, 

And prayed for any whose souls might be 
In deadly peril by land or sea. 

Ghostly and dim, when the storm was o'er, 
The ships rode safely, far off the shore. 

And a boat shot out from the town that lay. 
Dusk and purple, across the bay. 

She touched her keel to the lighthouse strand. 
And the eager keeper leaped to land. 

And swiftly climbing the lighthouse stair. 

He called to his children, young and fair; 

But, worn with their toilsome watch, they slept, 
While slowly over their foreheads crept 
The golden light of the morning sun. 

Like a victor's crown, when his palm is won. 
“God bless ye, children,” the keeper pried. 

“ God bless thee, father.” the boy replied. 

“ I dreamed tliat there stood, beside my bed, 

A beautiful angel who smiled and said. 

Blessed are they whose love can make 
Joy of labor, for Christ's door sake. 
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WHAT THEY SAW IN THE FIFTH STORY. 

BT OLTTB TBORNB. 


“ Hold the horse a minnte, please, while I 
run in here to get some type,** said Louis 
Willard, checking the horse he was driving 
hcforc a type foundry, and handing the lines 
to his cousin Mabel. 

** Ask if I may come in and see them make 
type,** said Mabel, as he jumped out. 

“ Why, would you like to?** asked Louis. 

“ 0 yes! I*ve always wondered how they 
were made,** replied Mabel. 

“ Well, 1*11 ask,’* said Louis. 

So, after he had made his purchase of type 
for his new, little printing press, with all the 
dignity of his fourteen years, he asked the 
gentlemanly proprietor if he might bring his 
cousin in .to see the process of type making. 

“ Certainly, with pleasure,** he replied. 

LiOnis went out and brought In his cousin. 

“You’ll have to climb to the fifth story,** 
said the proprietor, smiling. 

“ O, that’s no matter,” said Mabel, eagerly. 

“ John, take these young people to Mr. 
Martin, and ask him to show them through,” 
was the order given. 

At the head of the last stair, John ushered 
them into a long room, and delivered them 
over to Mr. Martin. 

“ Did you wish to see the types cast ?** he 
asked. 

“ O, I want to sec the whole thing,” said 
Mabel, “ from the very beginning.” 

“ I can’t show you the very beginning,” 
sakl Mr. Martin, for we don’t cut our own 
punches.” 

“ Punches?” said Mabel, hesitatingly. 

Mr. Martin smiled. 

“ I forgot you came to learn. You proba¬ 
bly don’t know that a punch is what we use 
to make the molds in which we cast the 
type.” 

“Fve read about them,” said Louis; 
“ they’re made of steel.” 

“Yes,” assented Mr. Martin, “and are 
very hard to make, steel being so hard, and 
they so small and perfect. It requires the 
most skillfbl workmen. We import ours. 
Here is a mold.” He took up a tiny box of 
copper, just large enough to hold a type. 
“ We make them by striking the steel punch, 
face down, into copper, which is softer. That 
makes a perfect mold, as 1*11 show you.” 

He led the way to the first of a row of 
machines, w'hich stretched down on one side 
of the room. Before each machine stood 
a man turning a crank, like an organ grind¬ 


er’s, while a stream of bright, new type fell 
into a box ready for it. 

Mabel stood in silent amazement, while 
Louis began to examine it eagerly. 

The machine was in two parts. In one 
was a cozy little furnace, which kept hot a 
small reservoir of type metal. The other 
paH of the machine held the molds, and 
worked back and forth as the operator turned 
the crank. 

“Turn it slowly,” said Mr. Martin. 

The man turned very slowly, and they 
could see how it worked. At the bottom of 
the little reserv^olr was a small hole—In fact 
a faucet, though It did not work by a handle. 
As the man turned, the part holding the 
mold moved up to the faucet,, which opened 
and spurted out a tiny stream of melted 
metal. That part then jerked back, opened, 
and a type fell out. 

“I shouldn’t think it had time to get 
cold,” said Louis. 

“O yes,” said Mr. Martin ; “the machines 
are sometimes run by steam, and of course 
much quicker than by hand, but it has time 
to cool.” 

“ How fast can yon make them ?” asked 
Louis. 

“A machine makes from fifty to sixty 
pounds a day,” said Mr. Martin, “ and of 
this sized type there arc about a thousand 
to a pound.” 

“Then it makes fifty or sixty thousand 
type a day,” said Louis, “ and you have five 
or six machines.” , 

“ Are they done, when they come out of 
this machine ?” asked Mabel. 

“ O no, they’re just begun,” said Mr. Mar¬ 
tin. “ riishow you what Is done next.” 

He led the way to a long bench, at which 
sat several boys, eight or ten years old. 
Before each was a pile of the new type, and 
they were pulling it over, grabbing right and 
left in such a frantic, scrabbling way that 
they could not g^ess what they were doing. 
One, especially, seemed to be working for Ws 
life, with his head within a foot of the bench. 

“That boy can pick over fifty or sixty 
pounds a day,” said Mr. Martin. 

“ What does he do to them ?” asked Mabel,, 
who had been trying to make out his em¬ 
ployment. 

“ He breaks off the piece of metal that is 
left on in the mold, and puts Mic clean type 
into a box, and the pieces to one side.” 
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“ I don’t see how he can tell what he’s 
doing,” said Louis. 

“He is paid by the pound,” said Mr. 
Martin. “ They are called * breaklng-off 
boys.’ ” 

After they had looked at him a few minutes, 
Mr. Martin led the way to another room, on 
a lower floor. Here was a bench through 
the middle of the room, and several girls, 
almost as busy as the boys up stairs. 

“The type come from the *breaklng-off 
boys’ to these girls, called ‘ rubbers.’ Each 
one has a grit stone before her, and she 
smooths the flat sides of the type.” 

Louis and Mabel drew near. The girl 
would lay a row of type side by side on the 
stone, then with her hand, which was* pro¬ 
tected by leather, she would rub them back 
and forth a few times. 

“ So far,” Mr. Martin went on, “ the type 
have been carelessly thrown about, but now 
it is necessary to set them up straight, 
before they gO to the dresser. That is what 
these girls are doing.” 

Each girl had a pile of type on her table, 
and several long sticks, as it seemed, on a 
rack before her. On looking closely, the 
sticks were seen to be very shallow troughs. 
She would take up one of these and proceed 
to All it with type, standing them tide by 
side. 

“ Every letter is right side up, you see,” 
said Mr. Martin, showing the flnished stick 
to Mabel. 

“ I don’t see how she can do It so fast,” 
said Mabel. “ Why, I can hardly tell what 
the letter is.” 

“ She don’t have to look at it; she coul^ 
do it as well if she were blind,” said Mr. 
Martin. “ Do you see these notches on one 
edge 6f the type?” 

“ Yes, and I’ve often wondered what they 
were for,” said Mabel. 

“ I know,” said Louis, “ they’re to guide 
the printer, so that he needn’t look at every 
one, and will get them right side up.” 

“ That’s it, exactly,” said Mr. Martin; 
“ and it guides this girl, also.” 

By this time the girl they were watching 
had flnished the stick and laid it on another 
rack, where were several others, all full. 

“ Do they leave them in this stick ?” asked 
Louis. 

“ Yes, till the ‘ dresser* takes them. Here 
is the dresser’s bench.” 

The dresser, a young man, was flnishing 
up a stick when they reached his bench, but 
to show them the whole operation, he very 
obligingly took a fresh stick. Just as it came 
from the girls. First, he tocife a magnifying 


glass and carefully ran his eye over the line 
of type, every now and then Jerking one out 
with a little hook. 

“ What is the matter with those that he 
takes out?” asked Mabel. 

“ They are imperfect in some way. The 
tyi)e metal won’t always get Into every tiny 
corner, and we have to be very careful.” 

“ What is done with those that can’t pass 
muster ?” asked Louis. 

“ They go back to the melting pot.” 

The dresser having finished his line, now 
shoved them up tight together, and fastened 
them there by a sort of screw. Then he 
took a flat file and polished off the roughness. 

“ Why, I though the rubbers polished them 
off,” said Louis. 

“ They smoothed the sides,” said Mr. Mar¬ 
tin; “he smooths the edges.” 

“ I don’t see why they have to be so very 
smooth,” said Louis. 

“ Because, if they don’t fit perfectly to¬ 
gether, it is impossible to wedge them tight 
enough to print from. One would fall out 
here and there, and perhaps the whole fall 
to pieces.” 

The dresser, having polished both edges, 
now turned the type with their faces down, 
and took up a sort of plane. 

“ Are you going to plane them off?” asked 
Louis. 

“ I’m going to make a groove, so they’ll 
stand straight.” And he drove his plane 
across the type. 

Sure enough, there was a nice, smooth, 
little trough from one end to the other. 

“ That is the last process,” said Mr. Mar¬ 
tin. Now they are tied up in convenient 
lengths, to sell.” 

As they started back, Louis noticed a man 
planing busily away at something, and he 
went over to see what it was. 

“ He is making the brass Strips that sepa¬ 
rate the columns in a newspaper,” said Mr. 
Martin. 

There was quite a pile of brass shavings, 
Just as curly os a carpenter shaves from 
wood, and very fine. Mabel thought they 
would make pretty curls for a doll, end be 
Just the fashionable color, too. 

Mr. Martin opened a box and showed 
them other specimens of this man’s work. 

There were rows of dots like this. 

made in the edge of a thin sheet of brass. 

“ How does he make them ?” asked Mabel. 

Mr. Martin took another box and showed 
her the tool that did it. It was simply a 
little wheel, with fine teeth on the edge. 
This wheel had an axle and a handle, and 
the workman Just ran it over the edge of the 
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brass, as yon’ve seen cook cut out crullers, 
with a similar wheel. Some little brass strips 
were waving, thus - These were 

made by another little*machine called a flut¬ 
ing wheel. It ran over the brass and fluted 
it as quickly as the other wheel made dots. 

“ Now would you like to see how we elec¬ 
trotype asked Mr. Martin. 

“O yes,” said Louis. 

“ I’ve heard of that,” said Mabel, “ but I 
don't l^now exactly what it Is.” 

“Well,” said Mr. Martin, as they went 
over to the electrotyping room, ” you see we 
typemakers couldn’t keep up with the great 
quantities of books pd papers and maga¬ 
zines that have to be printed, and the great 
power presses wear out the type very fast. 
So we had to cifll in help, and we got the 
same wonderful servant that carries our 
messages across the oceau and around the 
world before you can think of it.” 

” What is that?” asked Mabel, puzzled. 

“ That is electrieity.” 

” O, of course,” said Mabel; ” how stupid 
of me!” ^ 

They now entered a long, quiet rc^m, for 
electricity does its w'onderfhl work in silence. 

, At the upper end of the room was the 
molding bench. 

” The Little Cobporax is electrotyped 
here,” said Mr. Martin. 

” Oh! is it?” exclaimed both the visitors. 

^he pleasant young man at the bench 
sipned, and proceeded to show them how it 
was done. 

” First,” said he, “ we melt up a cake of 
beesw’ax of the purest kind.” He showed 
them a large cake. “This we run into a 
mold, like this.” He took up a very shal¬ 
low pan, a little larger than one page of 
the magazine. “ When it is cold, we take 
the page of type which the printers have 
set up, put it face down into this sheet of 
wax, so.” He put a small frame of type, 
which stood there, on to an old sheet of 
wax, to illustrate. “Then we put them 
under a press.” 

This h'e did, the press being like a mon¬ 
strous letter press. He turned the screw, 
and in a moment took it out. There in the 
sheet of. wax was a most beautiful copy, or 
mold, of that page of type, every tiny line 
and dot perfect. 

“This mold,” the young man went on, 
“ has to be coated with black lead, or the 
copper w'ouldn’t be deposited on it.” 

Mabel looked puzzled. 

“ Electrotyping,” said Mr. Martin, “ is, in 
fact, getting an impr^ion of this wax m«)ld 
in pure copper. It is done by putting the 


mold into a solution of copper, and the black 
lead makes the copper attach itself to the 
wax.” 

“ Putting on the black lead Is a very nice 
operation,” said the young man, “ and this 
is the machine that does it.” 

He opened a sort of covered box and 
showed them the platform where they laid 
the w'ax mold, and then attached a belt that 
connected in some w'ay with a steam engine 
in the lower regions. In a moment, they 
beg^n to hear a humming noise, and the 
platform commenced to move slowly along 
under a wide brush, which w’orked up and 
down very fast. 

“The bruEh presses the black lead into 
every crevice,” said Mr. Martin, “ and when 
it comes out, and the extra lead is brushed 
or blown off, it is ready for the bath.” 

They now went to the cistern, or bath. It 
was a large tank, holding a solution of cop¬ 
per, kept strong by thick sheets of copper 
hung in it. Between the sheets of copper 
w’ere hung several wax molds, suspended by 
hooks through holes in the iron frame around 
the wax. Mr. Martin took one out. 

“ This is a page of The Little Corpo¬ 
ral,” said he. 

The chlidren examined it eagerly, but 
couldn’t make much out oi it. 

“ How long does it sUay In ?” asked Mabel. 

“ All night.” 

“I don’t see what the electricity does to 
it,” said Louis. 

“ You might hang these molds and sheets 
of copper together a year,” answered Mr. 
Martin, “and nothing would happen to 
them; but electricity from this battery, 
going through that bath, just takes the cop¬ 
per from that sheet and lays it on to the 
mold, Ailing every line and crevice.” 

“ Here is a sheet just out,” said the young 
man, handing them a very thin sheet of cop¬ 
per, containing a perfect impression of a 
page of type. It was not much thicker 
than paper. 

“ I should think that would get bent up,” 
said Mabel. 

“ It would,” said the young man, “ but 
we put a back to it.” And he led the way 
to a frimace w'herc was a large reservoir of 
melted type metal. 

“ I’ll show you how we do it.” He took 
up another thin sheet of copper, just as it 
came from the wax, with a thin coat of solder 
on the back. “ First, I must melt the solder, 
or the typo metal won’t stick.” So he laid 
the sheet, face down, on a flat iron tray 
attached to a ptilley, swung it around and 
rested it »ui the hot metal. In a moment 
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the older melted, when he swung It back, 
and took a small ladleful of the metal and 
poin <jd it over the solder. 

Lcais looked wistfully at the kettle of hot 
meUl. 

“ This would be a nice place .to bring my 
anchor molds,” said he, at last. 

” I guess it would,” said Mabel, laughing. 

Mr. Martin smiled. 

“ Boys run anchors yet, do they ? I used 
to do that when I w'as a boy.” 

But now the young man took up the sheet 
of copper and showed them how^ perfectly 
its thick back of type metal was fastened on. 

‘‘But what do you do with the rough 
edges ?” asked Louis. 

“ We saw them off;” and he show^ed them 
a small, circular saw’, where they w’ere trim¬ 
med and finished up. 

**Now’, you see, they’ll stand any amount 
of printing,” said Mr. Martin. 

*• What’s this type metal made of?” asked 
Louis, peering into the muddy-lookingmass. 

” Lead, tin, and antimony, in different pro¬ 
portions, as we want it harder or softer. We 
don’t make the very finest type, however. 
Agate is about as small as we make.” 


[Jnlj* 

“I read about some printing done in 
France,” said Mabel, “so fine tha^l you had 
to use a magnifying glass to read it.” 

“ I don’t think that would be very handy,”* 
said Mr. Martin. 

“ No. I’d rather have tke books bigger,” 
said Mabel. 

“ We’ve seen it all, now, haven’t we V* 
asked Louis. 

“I believe you have,” replied Mr. Martin. 

“ Then we won’t detain you any longer, 
and' we’re very much obliged to you,” said 
Louis. 

“ Not at all,” replied Mr. Martin, as they 
started down the stains. 

“ O dear! what a lot of work it is to make 
books and magazines,” said Mabel, as they 
reached the street. 

“ Yes, and w'e haven’t seen half of it, for 
there’s all the waiters, and printers, and 
binders,” said Louis, who had been very 
much Interested in printing offleeaof late. 

“ I’d like to visit a printing office, some 
time,” said Mabel. “I want to see tow’ 
they use the type I’ve seen them make.” 

“Maybe we’ll go. I think w’c can get 
into a newspaper ofllce I know of.” 


JINGLES. 

CARO M. WOODLAND. 


Who can tell what a baby thinks ? 

When it awnacs from its forty winks, 

And mbs its face into numerons kinks. 

And stares at the light that comes in at the chinks 
Of its rock-a-hy nest, and gapes and blinks. 

Who can tell what a baby thinks? 

Who has con rage to hazard a guess, 

As to what the baby may think of its dress, 
Tilmmed and ruflled to snch excess ? 

Or what the baby may think of the mess 
For headache, and toothache, and stomach dis¬ 
tress. 

And for all its ailings, more or less. 

What does it think, when it wakes In the night. 
With all the pretty things out of sight. 

And nolKKly stirring and '^making a light?” 
Does it think its condition is far firom right. 

And that big folks are not at all polite. 

And treat their visitors far from right. 

And that darkness is meant for a personal slight? 
Is that the reason It takes delight 
In screaming with all its personal might. 

And ronsing the neighbors, at dead of night? 

And what do you think that the baby thinks? 
Looking about like a mild-cyed lynx, 

Watching the spoon that tinkles and clinks. 


'While papa is warming its catnip drinks 
Over a candle that glimmers and blinks. 
Humming and drumming out, “CajH'n Jinks,” 
That the children skate to, now, at the rinks. 
W’hat do you think that the baby thinks ? 

Did you say that babies are thinkloss things. 
W’ith no other light than what instinct brings; 
With brains as downy as butterflies wings. 

And heads as empty as a bell that swings 
Over and under, and rings, and sings. 

When muscular motion is working the strings? 
Did you say that babies are thinkless things? 

Then when docs the think begin to grow ? 

And when does the mind begin to show? 

And when does the baby begin to know 
That this is true, or that is so? 

Say, when yon find out please let me know. 

Now, what does it think of its auntie's strain. 
Rattling along with the rattling rain. 

That is flapping its flounces against the pane? 
Say, what does It think of this cantering strain? 
Is it already weaving a logical chain, 

A sort of ” Webster's reply to Hayue,” 

To forward back on the very next tnrin. 

By which Its auntie is sure to be slain. 

And never be aWc to rally again? 
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NATTY’S WAYS. 

BY R08BLLA RICB. 


I did tell some of yon a story, once, about 
naughty Natty, the little boy who gathered 
•eggs for me in the summer mornings after tak¬ 
ing his cows to pasture. Well, he come here 
frequently through the summer and fall, and 
we grew to be very good friends, but he 
would not be polite. It dkl not seem to be 
In his heart to behave well, and to speak 
kindly. 1 quite g^w out of patience with 
him. 

One day in September, I was busy canning 
X>eache6, running hither and thither, and 
my forehead was red and wann, and my 
elceves rolled up, when I heard a great 
bound out on the porch. Just os if somebody 
had dropped a heavy roll of matting. 

1 looked out, and there stood Natty, with 
a very red, sweaty face, and he looked as 
important as though he had been sent on a 
mission by the President. 

See here, Aunt Rosy,” said he, ** what 
ray mother sent youand there at his 
feet, stood a nice, white, willow basket, fhli 
of ripe tomatoes. 

1 said, ” Uow much shall I pay your 
mother for that tine basketfUl 

” She told me to tell you that you were 
welcome to them,” said be, with an air that 
seemed to say, ” O, ain’t we clever folks!” 

1 said I was very much obliged, and 1 did 
ho{:»e 1 could do her a favor sometime. 

You look tired,” I remarked, ” sit down 
and rest, Natty.” 

** I am very tired,” said he; and he sat 
dow’n and rested his hands on Ids knees 
after the Csaliion of an old man eighty years 
of age, and he breathed a long-drawn, 
groany ” Ho-hoo I” 

” The basket was very, very heavy,” said 
he; and he 8ur>'eyed it even as a weary 
tourist would survey the mountain top 
above him. 

” I am sorry you got so tired,” said I; 
** I’d rather pay you for bringing the toma¬ 
toes than not, then I’d feel better.” 

” Mother told me not to take any pay. 
She said you sent her a basketful of roasting 
ears once, and a dosen early cucumbers at 
another time, and once, when she was sick, 
your papa brougiit her a couple of the finest 
melons she ever saw; then you know you 
divided your Rose Chrysanthemum with 
her, and your choice flower seeds, and she’s 
glad to give you something. S’peet if you 
did pay me anything she’d Ik? mad about it: 


I don’t know ; she gets pretty gritty some¬ 
times, and cufls me and sis right and left; 
but then we’ve got so used to it we know 
how to manage her. You see, about the 
first blow, I drop over like a shot beef, and 
pretend that she’s almost killed me. I catch 
a little, short breath, and make her think 
that it’s nearly the last; and I double up 
my legs, and I make crooked mouths, and 
big eyes, and jerk about over the floor as if 
I had a fit. Then she quits, and sis and I go 
olf behind the bee house and have a good, 
quiet laugh together. Sis thinks it’s real 
funny of me—she’s a regular little captain, 

I tell you. She says when I’m lying on the 
floor, pretending, I look so funny, just like 
that goggle man who used to sell fresii fish 
In town last summeraud here the little 
deceiver just leaned over and laughed and 
laughed. 

” Now you may think this is fiinny,” said 
I, ” but I don’t. You are deceiving your 
mother, and laying the foundation for a low, 
mean character; and you are teaching your 
little sister to be just as bad. It is nothing 
to laugh at. Natty; it is a serious thing, and 
wicked, and beneath the dignity of a manly, 
little boy. Don’t do it any more ; be kind, 
and true, and deal honestly Mith your 
mother, and do all you can to help her, and 
save steps for her, and don’t forget to tell 
all your little secrets and plans to her, and 
tell her you pity her, and love her, and you 
want to be good, and you want she should 
help you try; and tell her it hurts so badly 
to be w’hipped ; and I guess she’ll quit it. I 
am afraid you arc a bad boy, after all, and 
it makes me so sorry.” 

”0, I’m not half as bad as Jim Nevlns,” 
he replied. ” Why, he swears if you just 
touch him; and if he’s eating an apple and 
bites his tongue, he swears like—^like—O, 
like everything.” 

” Well, don’t take Jimmy Nevius for an 
example, and don’t hide behind him. It 
won’t justify you, or make you any the 
better l>oy,” I answered; and by that time 
I had finished peeling the rest of the 
peaches, and went on with my work of 
canning. 

Natty went about the house looking at ' 
things, just like little boys will, and while 
pulling up the pillows of grandpa’s lounge, 
he found a i)all, and called out sharply, 

“Who’s ball Is this?” 
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I thought lie might have spoken a littla 
more respectfully, because Ivwas quite old 
enough to be liis grandmother, and I soft¬ 
ened my voice unusually, as I replied, 

“ It is Fred’s ball, I guess.” 

” Where did Fred get it ?” he promptly 
asked. 

” He made it himself.” 

” What did he make it out of?” 

“He raveled an old yarn stocking, and 
wound the yarn on a round lump of rubber,” 
I answered. 

‘‘ Wish I had an old yam stocking.” 

“ Can’t your ma give you one ?” 

“ No, she only has the one that, she wears 
every day. Dear me I but that basket was 
heavy—O, hoo !” and he looked at me 
sharply. ” Mother told me not to take pay 
for the basket of tomatoes, but, O dear! 
how I w'ould like a ball like Fred’s. Why, 
I could kill that bat that comes in every 
night and flies about and scares mother so, 
if I only had this kind of a ball. Now, if 
grandpa only had another old stocking that 
pinched his toes, I s’pose you’d give it to 
me for bringing you the basket of tomatoes, 
wouldn’t you ? Or, if yours had a big hole 
in it that you couldn’t sew up, you’d give 
it to me freely, wouldn’t you. Aunt Rosy ?” 

” If you’ll try and be a good boy, I’ll give 
you one of Fred’s as soon as I get through 
canning,” said I, tired of his hinting and 
prevaricating. 

” That’s the talk,” said he, ” that’s just 
what I wanted you to say.” 

My heart sank within me, at the boldness 
and trickery and shrewdness manifested by 
a little boy only a few years old. 

Canning fruit Is wearisome w’ork, and 
before I was half done, he called out, 

” Are you nearly through ?” 

After awhile I went and hunted up a yam 
stocking, and gave it to him ; then I had to 
stop and start it to raveling, and every time 
the thread would break, I would have to go 
and make it all right for him. When he 
was ready to wind it, he called out, without 
a bit of that pretty, polite way that nearly 
all little boys have, 

“ Go and get me a lump of rubber to put 
in the middle of it.” 

“ Natty,” I said, ” you must not talk to 
anybody, very especially to a woman. In that 
bold, haughty, domineering way; why, a 
good boy would not speak thus to his cat or 
his dog. If you would talk that way to our 
dog, he’d hang his tail, and droop his head, 
and sneak his eyes up at you, to see whether 
you were really a boy, or some kind of a 
monkey, that didn’t know right from wrong. 


I like polite children. Now try some other 
way of asking me, and see if I understand it.” 

“Please ma’am, will j'ou give me a lump 
of rubber?” said he, looking up wlt^i a very 
satlsfled air. 

“Well,” said I, “that sounds as though 
you had learned it out of a book, or was 
speaking in public—a kind of t>nn, like 
‘ Know all men by these presents.’ I should 
think, by the way you said it, that you were 
not accustomed to polite ways. It is no more 
a part of you, the boy Natty, than is the 
button on your shirt collar. Try it again; 
think now, you are a little boy, and I am a 
grown w'oman, and we have always liked 
each other, and been good friends, and that 
I am anxious you should becom§ a good 
man, and all these things.” 

A light came into the boy’s round face, as 
he sat there looking down at his little mud- 
stained, bare feet, that crept over each other 
like two little puppies, crawling this way 
and that way, and at last he looked up with 
a tender sweetness in his shamed face, that 
made it seem really pretty, as he said, in a 
low voice, 

“Auntie, if you’ve time, would you please 
to get me that bit of rubber now ?” 

“ Indeed I will. Natty dear,” said I. “That 
was so kindly and so sw'eetly spoken, and I 
would be proud of you every day, if you’d 
cultivate that w'ay of speaking. Your voice 
Is a good one, and soft and musical, and if you 
would cultivate your heart, and teach it to be 
kind, your voice would always be sweet.” 

While I was helping him make his ball, we 
talked in a very friendly way, and I was 
interested in his little, rambling chatter so 
much, that sometimes I felt like turning 
away to laugh. 

“One way of being polite,” I said, “is to 
associate with polite children, good, kind- 
hearted, little boys and girls. Now, I like 
Floatie Johnson very much, for a little girl 
friend, and Melly Enos for a boy friend,” said 
I. “ Float is a real womanly child. 

“ Last Sabbath, when the rewards w^ere to 
be distributed, and the teachers gathered all 
the little ones, whose teachers were absent, 
into their closes, I saw Cousin Nancy 
,go to a little, wild-looking girl, a stranger 
who lives over in Raccoon Hollow, and 
invite her to come and sit with her class, so 
she would not feel like a stranger. The 
poor child had on an old, faded, mnggy- 
looklng dress, tliat lapped away over and was 
fastened with two pins; a great, big l)onnet 
of shirred, black silk, with a filmy, green 
vail spread over the top of it; her drawers 
came to her ancles, and had w ide ruflies on 
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tbem, and her shoes looked as if they 
belonged to a big, burly boy—that kind of a 
boy who cannot pass a puddle without 
jumping Into It, and making a splash up on 
his clothes. Her eyes were dowmeast, and 
a sad gray, and her thin (ace was as speckled 
as a trout. 

“ Nancy took the little blue band In hers, 
and said, ‘ How' do you do, sissy ? lam very 
glad to see you. Are you well, dear? I 
want you to come and sit in my class; 
there's just room for one more little girl.' 

“ The shy child rose, and Nancy led her to 
her seat, and as soon as the scholars saw her 
coming. Floatie got up and smiled, and 
made room beside her. The other girls 
could hardly keep back a smile, the little 
stranger looked so funny, almost as unlike 
other children as though she had just arrived 
from another planet. 

“Now, Natty,” I said, “Float showed 
real politeness, don't you think she w'as 
very kind and good ?” 

“ Yes,” said he, “ Float’s a regular little 
captain.” 

“ O no,” I answered, “just a little lady— 
a noble, little woman.” 

“ Well, then what ?” hitching up a good 
deal nearer to my chair; “ tell me the rest 
of it,” said he. 

“ I was sitting behind the children, and 
could hear every word, and I heard Floatie 
say, * I wish you could be in our class every 
time, 'cause our teacher is such a good one, 
and I know we’d all like you. I believe I* 
never saw' you before. My home is just 
over there across the field; is yours far 
away ?' The poor, little child stuck her 
thumb into her mouth, and twisted her feet 
one over the other, and said from out of the 
depths of the cavernous, black-silk bonnet, 

* I always lived at the poor’ouse, but now 
I'm going to live at Dan'el Jones's, and tend 
their baby, and then, if I'm a good girl, 
they’re going to buy me a new, pink, calico 
dress, and a hat, with a ribbon and bow and 
feathers on it, and shiny shoes, and lots o' 
things. Granny, she gave me a new Testa¬ 
ment a'ready, w ith a snapper on it that makes 
it shut up so it can't come open and lose out 
my keard and picture.' 

“ Really the little face grew very bright 
and pretty, as she leaned over and talked to 
Float. I felt very much interested. Float 
asked her if the baby she had to tend was 
fat, and heavy, and cross. 

“ * O no,* she replied, * he is just as sweet 
as a candy heart, and he loves me so that he 
will reach up and grab both of his dear 
little hands full of my hair, and then he will 


jump and act as If he were driving a team of 
horses. He will stand up and call out, ‘ He- 
ho!' like men do when they arc making new 
bams. And he can call the cow, and when 
he tries to make a mouth to whistle for the 
dog, he does pucker, O, the cunnlngest. 
And his fat, red lips are sweet as any rosy in 
the gaeden.' And then the newly-bora, 
little waif tried to show Floatie what kind of 
a month he made when he pitied folks; and 
Float couldn't keep firom laughing behind her 
Testament. When the gifts were distributed, 
Nancy gave the child a little, red-bound book, 
and it made her so rich and radiant and joyfhl, 
that 1 couldn’t help looking around over the 
house, and seeing the rest of you dawdling 
your gifts in your laps, and yawning, and 
gaping about over your shoulders. 

“ I mean to find out more abou^ the little 
one from the poorhonse, and then sometime 
I will tell you all about her. But 1 only 
meant now to tell you what I thought was 
one of the most hearty and beautifhl exam¬ 
ples of true politeness 1 ever saw, I allude 
to Floatie's conduct. Make her one of your 
associates. Natty, and she will do you good. 
But now 1 must put on the teakettle, and 
make biscuit for tea. I hope the next time 
you come I will not have to lecture you on 
politeness or anything else. So come again, 
dear, and now kiss me goodbye.”^ 

This is the way I visit with the little ones 
when they come to see me, and we always 
have such good times together. 

VISIONS OF CHILDHOOD. 

BT CHBISTINE MABLOWB. 

They stood in the open gateway. 

Looking with eager eyes 
Where the sunset's golden splendor 
Lit np the evening skies. 

For the dark rain clonds had parted 
To let the glory through. 

And hushed were the children's voices. 

As they gazed upon the view. 

Then one to another whispered. 

As if she feared the talk 
And idle laugh of her comrades, 

“ Up there the angels walk.” 

And the other, never doubting. 

Replied, “ Yes, that I know. 

And sometimes we see np yonder. 

Amid the hills of snow, 

“ The Golden Hill, in the glory 
Of sunset, or sunrise; 

But I never could see the angels. 

For clonds were in the skies.” 

O, beaiitlftil faith of childhood. 

So simple, yet so wise. 

Would that I might see the visions 
Revealed to their pure t-yes. 
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GIRLS OF THE FAR NORTH. 

BT BUSAN COOLIDOB. 

NUMBER Four. Sara Albertina Mansdotter. 

How are all my boys and girls, this mom> 
ing? Not tired after their long tramp of 
yesterday ? That’s right, for wc must make 
an early start; and here’s the waiter, come 
to say that the “ wishing carpet ” is at the 
door. It’s the most comfortable thing to 
travel on in the world, and beats hollow all 
the railroad cars. It grows larger or smaller, 
and slackens or increases in pace with Just a 
thought, and never needs to stop to take in 
wood or water. Curl yourselves up In the 
middle, dears, all but Jimmy, who prefers 
hanging on to the selvage, as it were, and 
says he can see “ lots better” than the rest 
of us; and off we go, upward and north¬ 
ward, toward the country of the Lapx)8. 

That quaint little place over which we are 
now sailing, is Upsala, the great university 
town of Sweden, and the snowy specks that 
seem to be moving in the streets must be the 
white caps M'hich all the students wear. 

Farther on we float above the hamlet of 
Gette. Now the country begins to grow 
more barren and wild, and we are fairly in 
Lapland. High, snowy mountains rise (hr 
beyond, and still farther away are the shores 
of the wonderful Arctic Ocean, where, in 
summer, the sun for many days never fairly 
sets, but merely dips below the horizon and 
rises again to begin a new day, whose morn¬ 
ing is our midnight. But here, farther south, 
summer has brought out the green on birch 
forests, and the tender grass in sheltered 
valleys, so that the barrenness of the land 
is partly hidden. We must move on a little 
farther, though, to And the Lapps, fot as 
warm weather advances, they retreat higher 
up into the mountains, where their animals 
may have the snow, without which they 
cannot live. 

Yes, I thought so ! There are the small, 
brown huts in that rocky hollow. Go down, 
good carpet, and bring us a little nearer to 
them. Now we tie the carpet to a tree, and 
proceed on foot a while, and as we are walk¬ 
ing, I will tell you something about the 
country we have reached. 

It is a most aggravating sort of country. 
The winters are cold, so cold ! For months 
the snow lies everywhere piled in deep drifts, 
and the wind blows violently and cuts like a 
sharp knife. Then, when summer comes, 
there coige with it great clouds of stinging 
gnats and Midges, which fill the valleys and 
render life Intolerable to man and beast. 


That is one reason why the natives retreat 
to the higher ground in the warm season. 
Those who live on the sea coast do not suffer 
so much, and the gulf stream sweeps north¬ 
ward and heats the water so that it seldom 
freezes enough to interfere with the fishing. 
But here, inland, where at best only a thin, 
poor herbage, and a very little wheat and 
rye can be raised, you would think people 
must starve. And so they would, were it 
not fbr an animal created by God to live 
here and nowhere else, and which in itself 
supplies all their wants—I mean the reindeer. 

There they are, that herd of brown crea¬ 
tures with antlers, which the shepherds are 
driving in to be milked. This is the property 
of a rich Lapp, I guess, for you see there are 
several hundred of them. Some serve for 
milch cows, and some for beasts of burden. 
Small as they look, they are very strong, 
and have a power of endurance that is won- 
derftil. They will carry a load of three hun¬ 
dred pounds on their backs, and travel fifty 
mUes a day without injury. Many have done 
more than that. A hundred and fifty miles 
a day is not unusual, while, on one occasion, 
when an important errand was to be accom¬ 
plished as quickly as possible, a deer was 
made to perform eight hundred miles in two 
days! He dropped dead, to be sure, poor 
creature, the moment he stopped, and his 
skull is still preserved and shown as a curi¬ 
osity in one of the Swedish palaces. 

t^at a noisy, bustling scene the milking 
is. The dogs bark, bells tinkle, the shep¬ 
herds utter strange cries and shouts, calves 
are bleating ; it is all confusion. One animal 
tries to run, instead of passing quietly into 
the milking yard. See how the herdman 
seizes bis long lasso, and with a skillful jerk 
secures her by the boms and forces her back. 
Let us ask for a little of the milk. They 
won’t understand our English, but by dint 
of pointing to the palls and down our throats, 
they get at the meaning, and a wooden bowl, 
which I am sorry to say would be Improved 
by a good scrabbing, is handed round. 

Isn’t it good? Rich, fyagrant, and deli¬ 
cious. Taken warm, it has the refreshing 
effect of a gentle stimulant. The Lapps live 
principally upon it and the cheese and butter 
it makes. Now and then they kill an animal 
and eat the venison, which is excellent; but 
for the most part they value their deer too 
highly for that. You see they are cows to 
them, and also clothing and hous^, not to 
speak of carrying all the loads on their 
strong backs, when, as happens very often, 
they move to a new place. The tents, which 
are made of skins sewed with cords of reln- 
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deer sinew, come down in the twinkling of 
an eye. The encampment is hero to-night; 
to-morrow it may be fifty miles away, men, 
women, wooden bowls, and all. They can 
only stay in a spot just as long as the food 
holds out for the deer. When that is ex¬ 
hausted, they must leave or die. 

This food is a sort of moss, or lichen. It 
^ows under the snow, and is dug out by the 
sharp hoofs of the quick-scented reindeer, 
that detects its presence where no human 
being could. A cow or horse would starve 
in the inhospitable wilderness where the 
Laplander's herd finds a plentifhl supply. 
And this sort of fodder costs nothing. It 
grows naturally, and needs no seedtime nor 
harvesting. In fact, only when he can 
obtain it for himself, will the deer touch it. 
Like the King of Sweden, he prefers his 
meals iintingcred. Let a human hand med¬ 
dle with it, even the familiar and !>eloved 
one of his master, and starving though he 
be, he refuses to eat. 

So, being thus l)ed, blanket, and coat to 
the Lapp, the roof over his head, the meal 
npon 'his table, it is no wonder that he is 
considered the greatest treasure that man 
can have. Even the spoons and knife han¬ 
dies come from his horns, out of which, 
also, fish hooks and other useful things are 
made. He is a gentle, docile beast, timid 
and suspicious, but once trained and taught, 
£ar more patient and enduring than a horse. 

Jimmy says the reindeer look as natural 
as can Ixj, somehow, but he can’t for the life 
of him think why. I’ll tell you, Jimmy. It 
18 because we have all seen them so many 
times in the pictures, harnessed to Santa 
Claus’s sleigh. He comes from the cold 
regions, you know, the jolly, old saint, and 
of course what better team could he find to 
carry his load to and fro, than these fieet, 
northern deer? 

Agnes ix)p8 her head into one of the huts, 
and takes it out again with a look of disgust. 
It a dirty place. I am sorry to say the 
Lapps, as a general thing, are filthy in their 
habits, and live in an atmosphere of smoko, 
which is partly the cause of their dark, 
greasy skins. They are small, dwarfish peo¬ 
ple, as you see, with black eyes and high 
cheek bones. Very seldom is one found over 
five feet high, although there was once a 
gigantic Lai>p woman who was taken to 
Stockholm to be exhibited. She told some¬ 
one that she had ucvjt minded being tall, 
until one day when she caught sight of her 
long shadow cast over the snow, and then 
she was frightened, and would have been 
glad to run away from it, if she could. 


The great grief of the Lapp is, that he is 
never left alone. The Swedish squatters are 
constantly moving northward, possessing 
themselves of the land, and crowding the 
poor natives farther and farther up towa... 
the Arctic circle, where no food grows for 
their animals, and they piust starve. It is 
just what we are doing, in this country, to 
the Indians. And unless the government 
takes pity on them, and passes some law to 
keep the greedy squatters back, they will in 
time die entirely out. 

They are a kindly, fl’icndly race. You see 
how hospitably they treat us, and how ready 
they are to give us more reindeer milk, or 
anything else they have. Some of these 
younger ones have been taught in the mis¬ 
sion schools farther south—schools like that 
I told you of last month, established by good 
Miss Berg. These can si)eak Swedish and 
read a little. 

Perhaps some of them arc acquainted with 
Sara Mansdotter, who docs not belong to 
this tribe, but might have encountered them 
in their wanderings. She is one of the two 
Lapp girls whom I wanted to tell you alx>ut, 
and whose story shall make our next chapter* 


IN SICKNESS. 

BT EDOAB rAWCBTT. 

’Tis sweet to know of clear,- soft spring’s return¬ 
ing. 

Though I must lie so still, and play no more; 
Not mark the bounteous crocus bushes burning. 
Not mark the merry swallows flash and soar. 

’Us sweet to think, although my room be dark¬ 
ened. 

That heaven outside is rich with wooing sun. 
And that the pure, sky blooms of May have 
hearkened 

Heaven’s be.nutlful persuasions, one by one. 

While often gleam the faces, loved right dearly. 
From shadow, and, while gleam caressing 
hands. 

This single joy is evident most clearly. 

That spring re-welcomes the delighted lands. 

Yet they who will not let the perfumes And me. 
Nor any glimmer of the altered air. 

Remember too much glory would but blind me. 
Are heedful what my poor, weak frame can 
bear. 

Still, I take comfort. There are flowers blowing. 
And there are flowers that will blow ere long. 
Shall I not trust these latter wait iny knowing. 
And hide their loveliness till I am strong? 

Or shall I only deem myself some flower 
Tliat cannot bloom, while its dear sisters call, 
A little fearful, in this golden hour. 

Lest it shall gain no grace to bloom at allf 
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BLACK DIAMONDS. 

BY SAMUEL, HARRIES DADDOW. 


Anthracite coal is onr black diamond. We 
like to call our noble staple by this pet name, 
and it is literally a diamond, only more use¬ 
ful to us, and far more valuable. With it 
we warm our friends. It helps to cool our 
enemies. It brings us wealth and strength. 
It turns, and grinds, and weaves, and spins— 
our friend, our slave, and our most obedient 
servant I 

I have before mo a handsome specimen of 
the most beautiflil and pure coal, which is 
decked with all the iridescent colors of the 
rainbow—purple, green, and gold—to outvie 
the real diamond that I hold in my hand. 
This little, insignificant pebble is comiiosed 
of the same material. Both are all carbon. 
Yet one Is so hard that it will cut every other 
substance, and both are so brittle that a child 
can smash them with a toy hammer. Neither 
will melt, but both will bum, though under 
different temperatures. Let us try. 

Here we have a glass jar. We drop in a 
little diamond the size of a pinhead; now 
we take another jar in which we have oxy¬ 
gen gas, and u ith a pump we force this gas 
into the other jar with the diamond. We 
must now set this little diamond on fire, but 
cannot apply a match. What shall we do ? 
Try the lens. Ha! that’s*it. The “burn¬ 
ing glass” will do it. See! we gather the 
sun’s rays to a focus. They reach the dia¬ 
mond, and, behold, it burns! We protect 
the glass jar from the light by closing the 
windows, and now see what a beautiful, 
lambent flame plays above the little spark. 
A minute, and nothing remains. The dia¬ 
mond is consumed. 

But now we take out the cork and drop a 
lighted match into the jar. It is extinguished 
in a second, as if dropped in water. The jar 
is full of carbonic acid—a gas composed of 
one atom of carbon, which formed the dia¬ 
mond, and tw'o atoms of oxygen, with wdiich 
it united under the temperature caused by 
its combustion. 

If w'C use a piece of anthracite coal, pre¬ 
cisely the same results will follow, except 
that tlie coal will leave a little earthy mat¬ 
ter, wliich we call ashes, while the diamond 
leaves nothing as a residue but invisible gas. 

Anthracite coal is nearly pure carbon, and 
this is its distinguishing feature as compared 
with bituminous coal. Theie is, however, 
mueh difference in appearance, also. An¬ 
thracite is hard, the other is comparatively 


soft, and cubical in fracture. The first breaks 
into Irregular, shell-like forms, that we term 
conchoidal. Its edges are sharp as lances, 
and will cut the finger, when fresh broken, 
as quick as a jack knife—much quicker than 
many a jack knife I have seen. 

Anthracite is hard to ignite, and bums 
slowly, while bituminous coal can be easily 
lighted and' burns freely, almost like pine 
knots, with much dust, soot, and smoke. 

It is supposed that the hard coal was 
formed in the earth by Dame Nature under 
a high temperature, which exi)clled the 
volatile gases, chiefly hydrogen; while the 
soft or bituminous coal, fonned under lower 
degrees of heat, still retains the hydrogen in 
larger or smaller quantities, depending on 
its softness or gaseous character. 

Our mineral fuels range through wide and 
ever-changing variety. In the east, our coals 
are hard and composed of carbon. As we 
go westward, they become softer and more 
gaseous, containing less and less carbon and 
more and more hydrogen. 

THE philosopher’s STONE. 

The ancient alchemists sought long and 
patiently for the fabled “ Philosopher’s 
Stone,” which they believed would turn 
everything it touched into gold—an alkahest 
wiiich should be the “open sesame” to 
Nature’s treasures, and save the toil, the 
sw'cat, and the trouble which men then, as 
now, endured in * their, eagerness to gain 
wealth and fame. ■ 

Tliosc old, vislonar/dreamers did not find 
the mythical stone, but they ixiiuted the 
ivay for our modern chemists, and the “ busy- 
workers ” wiio to-day are trartstnuting soil 
and rock, the baser earths, to gold, or some¬ 
thing better, with this wonderful stone which 
so long lay hidden in the mountains, and is 
yet so abundantly provided by an all-wise 
Creator for the use of man. 

If anything w'c know, or ever heard of^ 
can bo called the philosopher’s st^ne, it is 
stone coal. The good people of merry Eng¬ 
land were the first to find and make a prac¬ 
tical use of it, and now they dig morq than 
a hundred million tons—a mounti^ ot coal 
—every year from the earth, which they 
apply to such good uses in the forge, the 
furnaee, and the mill, to pull, and turn, and 
hammer, that the people of that little island 
do more work and make more money than 
could be accomplished by the combined labor 
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of the whole world without the use of this 
magical stone 1 

LITHANTHAX. 

The “coals of fire” which we read of In 
the Bible, were probably ignited charcoals, 
thougli mhieral coal exists on Mount Leba¬ 
non in Syria; but the earliest mention of 
stone coal that we find in history, is that of 
Theophratus, a Greek author, B. C. 871, who 
writes of lUhantfiaz as existing at Elis, and 
used by the Vulcans of that time. 

But those old smiths, who followed the 
trade of Vulcan, could not have appreciated 
the value of our wonderful stone, though 
they lived in the land of the “ workers in 
iron,’’ the “ Pontus iron,” the “ bright iron 
of the north,” and where the arts and sci¬ 
ences were fostered and honored; for we 
find no further evidence of the use of stone 
coal until we consult the records of England, 
whose coal fields were, no donbt, the first to 
be practically developed. 

Coal cinders were found near the old sta¬ 
tions on the famous Roman wall, which was 
built by the Emperor Severus about A. D. 
210, agahisl the Picls and the Scots, from 
the river Tyne to the Solway Frith, eight 
feet wide and twelve feet high, of solid 
masonry! 

But the first record which has come to 
light of the use of mineral fuel, is a receipt 
for “twelve cart loady of fossil fuel or pit 
ooal,” given by the Ablx)t of Petersboro, in 
England, A. D. 852 ; and the first historical 
evidence of the institution of regular mining 
operations, is the grant of several leases, or 
IMjmiits to dig coal, reC 9 |;#lcd in the books of 
the Bishops of Durham, A. D. llSO. 

Some of the old peojdc who were connected 
with the early mining o*po|ulion6 in Virginia, 
tell a curious story about the first discovery 
of mineral coal in the Richmond coal field. 
They state that this discovery was made by 
a little boy who was digging crawfish out of 
their holes for fish bait. The coal lies quite 
near the 8ui:facc on a little stream know'n as 
Deep Run, ahfl here, about ten miles from 
Richmond, it Is said, the little, bare-footed 
fellow fouqdfthe coal. 

The smallrtt stone is called a rock, in Vir¬ 
ginia. The l^s there never “ throw stones,” 
but they ■ frequently “rock” each other. 
When the little boy dug up the “ black 
rocks,” 'Jyistead of the crawfish, he was 
rather puzzled to know what they wei-e. 
Such shining,' pretty things attracted his 
curiosity, of course, if not his wonder, and 
he carried them home to his parents. But 
they w'cre equally ignorant of the character 
and value of coal, and in turn passed the 


strange, black rocks around to others, until 
they were at length recognized by some old 
English miner; but who this miner was, or 
whether he dug the coal, deponent salth not. 

The old Deep-Run mines, however, made 
their owners rich, though the coal was dug 
and carried to market in a rude and primi¬ 
tive manner. This coal was found near Rich¬ 
mond early in 1700. In 1857, we saw large 
oak trees, which must have been considera¬ 
bly more than one hundred years old, grow¬ 
ing in the old coal mines, or open quarries, 
near Deep Run; and these are the oldest 
evidences of coal mining that w'e have met 
in this country. 

This, hoaever, like the English, is bitu¬ 
minous coal; we mention It merely as an 
interesting item. It "was used extensively in 
Richmond as early as 1775; was exiK)rted to 
Philadelphia, New York, and Boston as early 
as 1789, and was used at the Westham Foun¬ 
dry, on the James river near Richmond, to 
make shot and shell, during the Revolu¬ 
tionary War, until the foundry was destroyed 
by the traitor Arnold In 1781. 

The word “anthracite” is derived from a 
“burning stone and a coal.” The Pennsyl¬ 
vania anthracite was first discovered and put 
to practical purposes in the lovely valley of 
Wyoming, “ On Susquehannah’s side,” and 
the New-England Yankee, as usual, was the 
Genie who found the “ pliilosopher’s stone” 
which has transmuted the rocks of that 
&mous valley, lltcnilly. Into gold. 

Judge Obadiah Gore, a blacksmith from 
Connecticut, and his brother, were the first 
to make use of our stone coal. They used 
It in their forge about the years 1768-9, and 
from that time forward the smiths of Wyo¬ 
ming made good use of anthracite coal, 
though it was many years before their good 
housewives found out that it would roast a 
Thanksgiving turkey, or replace the yule 
log on the Christmas hearth ! 

But during this eventful period, the stout 
yeomanry of Wyoming went through “ the 
times that tried men’s souls.” Then raged 
the feudal “Pennainite war.” Soon after, 
the “dark hours” of the Revolution gath¬ 
ered round them, and more trying, more fear¬ 
ful and terrible, the dreadful Massacre that 
shrouded the fair valley in still darker gloom, 
making meinoiublc in history the vale that 
had become so famous in song. 

The first succe.ssful effort to make use of 
our anthracite for domestic or household 
purpo.ses, a])pears to have been made by 
Judge Jesse Fell, of the town of Wilksbarre, 
in the Wyoming valley, in 1808. He made a 
“grate of green hickory wood,” with which 
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to experiment. With this he was so success¬ 
ful that he went immediately to the forge of 
his nephew, Edward Fell, and with his own 
hands helped to fashion the first “ iron grate” 
in which our stone was burned. He set up 
his grate with brick, in the big, open fire¬ 
place, where the backlogs formerly sent up 
their ruddy glare. In this he kindled a brisk 
fire with dry,' oak wood, on which the stone 
coal was placed, and in a short time had a 
splendid fire of mineral fuel. The days of 
backlogs were numbered, and they were few 
and short with the good people of Wyoming, 
although, before Judge Fell tried his experi¬ 
ment, but few believed in stone coal. Now 
they M'ere delighted with it, and rapturous 
in its praise. 

THE HUNTER OP MAUCH CHUNK. 

Though the anthracite region of Wyoming 
was the first discovered and made use of, 
and is now the most extensively developed 
and sent to distant markets, yet the cele¬ 
brated Lehigh coal is most famous and best 
known. It was discovered in 1791, by a poor 
hunter of the Mauch Chunk, or the Bear 
Mountain, whose name was Philip Ginter. 
He lived in a rude cabin on the sunny side 
of the mountain, where he and his wife cul¬ 
tivated a little patch of land; but he sup¬ 
ported his family chiefly by trapping and 
hunting. Bears and deer were then plen¬ 
tiful on the mountains, but the life and fi^re 
of a hunter is at best precarious. It is a 
trite old proverb which says, “ Hunters and 
fishermen never grow rich.” But worse 
still, they depend on luck too often for the 
dinner that it docs not bring, although the 
wild turkey may gobble provokingly on the 
hillside, and the bucktails may bid defiance 
in the vale. 

Poor Philip says, ” One day, after a bad 
hunting season, when my wife and little ones 
were on short allowance, I had unusual bad 
luck with my traps and gun, and was on my 
way home empty handed and disheartened, 
tired, and wet with rain, when I struck my 
boot against a singular stone. It was nearly 
dusk, but light enough remained to show me 
that the rock was black and shiny. I had 
heard of stone coal over in Wyomink, and 
had frequently peered into the rock in hopes 
of finding it. When I examined the black 
rock, I knew it must be some kind of coal, 
and on looking around I discovered black 
dirt and a great many pieces of stone coal 
under the roots of a tree that had been blown 
down by tlie wind. I took a piece home with 
me, and next day carried it to Fort Allen and 
gave it to Col. Jacob Weiss.” 

The specimen was submitted to some gen¬ 


tlemen of Philadelphia, who pronounced it, 
as suspected, stone coal. Philip was reward¬ 
ed with the gift of a tract of land on which 
was a water power that he desired for a saw 
mill; but, unfortunately, the land was after¬ 
ward claimed under an older title, and the 
hunter of the Mauch Chunk lost both his 
land and his labor, and died as he lived, a 
poor man, though his £euiious discovery made 
thousands rich. 

In the following year, the “ Lehigh Coal 
Mine Company ” was formed, and the cele¬ 
brated Summit Mines, or ” Great Open 
Quarry,” was commenced on the spot where 
Philip Ginter first discovered the coal. But 
it was ten years later before the first coal 
reached the market from the wild and moun¬ 
tainous regions in which it existed. Six ark 
loads of coal were then started on the raifid 
waters of the Lehigh river, but only two 
reached Philadelphia. The other four were 
w’reckcd on the rocks of that mad stream. 
It did not matter much, however, for after 
all the trouble and expense of getting them 
to Philadelphia, the good people of the 
Quaker City could not make ” the black 
rocks bum.” They were broken up to 
gravel the sidewall^, much to the disap¬ 
pointment and loss of the Coal Mine Com¬ 
pany, who soon after leased their lands and 
mines to Messrs. White, Hazzard & Co. for 
a period of twenty years, at an annual rental 
of “ one year of corn.” 

The lessees and their associates, who formed 
the present Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com¬ 
pany, bought up the stock of the oiiginal 
company, which consisted of fifty shares, at 
first for $ 150 per share, but at last, when the 
mines were in a fiourishing condition, these 
shares brought $2,000 each ! 

In the meantime, during 1812, Col. Shoe¬ 
maker, a gentleman of Pottsville, took nine 
wagon loads of coal to Philadelphia from 
the Schuylkill mines. Most of this he dis¬ 
posed of for a mere trifle to those who could 
be induced to give the stone coal a ” fair 
trial.” But every cflTort, except one, proved 
total failures, and the colonel was denounced 
as a knave and a scoundrel, for solUng rocks 
in the name of coal. A writ was obtained 
for his arrest as an impostor and swindler, 
and he only saved himself from his indignant 
customers by beating a hasty retreat around 
the “city of brotherly love” on his way 
home, sadly disappointed at the result of his 
first coal speculation. 

But part of this coal had been sold to 
Me.ssrs, White & Hazzard (before mentioned), 
of the Fairniount Nail and Wire Works. Mr. 
White was extremely anxious to make this 


Digitized by 


Google 


1871.] 


21 


The Little Corporal Magazine, 


coal burn, and spent half a day with his 
workmen in trying to raise a heat in one of 
the furnaces. They raked and poked and 
stirred it, but to no purpose, except a bad 
one. The coal would not bum then, os it 
will not burn now, under such treatment. 

But the dinner hour having arrived, the 
tired and hungry men shut the furnace doors 
in disgust, and retired, to perform a much 
more satisfactory duty. Imagine their aston¬ 
ishment, to behold, on returning, the ftiraace 
red hot, and the stone coal a glowing mass 
at white heat! “ Let it alone,” then became 
the motto for the use, rather than the abuse 
of anthracite coal. 


HOW JUNE WENT TO CINCINNATI 

BY HARRIET A. FARRAND. 

June Hart was five years old. He had 
just got out of skirts, and into his first pair 
of boy’s trousers, and had the promise of a 
X)air of boots when winter came, so that he 
felt very old indeed. He was a little, round, 
fat, roly-poly of a boy, with gray eyes, 
and hair that for five minutes after It was 
combed, lay in a smooth and shining roll 
from one ear to the other, and for all the 
rest of the time was a mass of tangles, and 
curls, and rings, and stray locks, looking as 
much like a small brush heap, as anything 
else one could think of. 

His real name was Elkauah Hart, Junior. 
But Elkanah was a long name for such a 
short boy, and neither Elk nor Kane were 
pretty i>ct names, so everybody called hhn 
June, and let it go. 

June’s ambition was g^eat. He did not 
dream of being President, or even Governor, 
but the one longing of his heart was to be 
big enough to go to Cincinnati, where he 
believed boots and velocipedes were lying 
around in abundance, and all manner of 
delights might be had for the asking. 

So when he waked, one lazy, summer 
morning, and found his mother had gone to 
Cincinnati, his little heart swelled with 
loneliness and longing. Susan gave him his 
breakfast, and when he had eaten it, he 
wandered about in a dismal way, trying to 
amuse himself, but not succeeding very well 
at anything. 

After dinner. It was worse yet, for his 
fhthcr said he might come to the office at 
five o’clock, and it did seem as if the sun 
was too lazy to go down, but stayed up and 
glared and winked at Junie, as if it was 
making fun of liim. 

By and by he went and sat down under 


the syringa bush to think, and whenever 
June sat down to think, you might be sure 
something would come of it. 

He remembered his mother had said he 
should go to Cincinnati when he was bigger. 
Wasn’t he bigger now, he should like to 
know? Of course he was—’most as big as 
his father—^big enough to go anywhere, and 
he w'as sure his mother would have taken 
him that morning if he had only been awake. 
And why couldn’t he follow on after her 
just as well? He knew the way; he had 
been to the depot with her a great many 
times. All she did was to get on the cars, 
and when she came to Cincinnati, to get off. 
It was just as easy. He had rode on the 
ears himself, with his father, and knew all 
about it. 

How pleased his mother would be to see 
him, and what a lot of things he would 
bring home! And a velocipede! Yes, i^er- 
haps he would come riding home on It, 
alongside of the train, with his mother 
looking out of the car window* at him. 
Could anything in the world be nicer? Yes, 
he w'ould go. 

With June, to resolve was to do. So he 
Jumped up, marched to the kitchen door, 
and called out, 

“ Susan, I’m goln’ to Cinc’nattee to see 
mamma.” 

He had often played he was going to 
Cincinnati on his rocking horse, and she 
thought that w’as what he meant; so she said, 

“ Well, go along, and when you get back 
it will be time to go to the office and bring 
your papa home to tea.” 

“I don’t want to go to the office, and 
papa can come home alone. I’m going to 
Ciuc’nattee. Please to comb my hair, Susan.” 

He had a vague idea that people had to 
have their faces clean, and their hair smooth 
before they could go to Cincinnati. Gener¬ 
ally, it was very hard to make him see the 
use of soap and water, and clean clothes, 
but now he had made up his mind to go 
through the w'hole process like a martyr. 
As for Susan, she was so delighted that he 
came of his own accord to be w'ashcd and 
dressed, that she dropped everything else, 
and soon had him looking as fresh and sweet 
as a daisy. 

Goodbye, Susan; now I’m goin’,” he 
said. 

“Goodbye, and be sure you find your 
mother, and bring her home with you,” she 
answered, laughing, and went back to her 
canning, and thought no more about It. 

He started for the depot as fast as ho 
could go. As he went by Ally’s house, 
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slie was in the yard peeping through the 
win s of the fence. 

“0, June!” she called, “come and play 
with me.” 

“Can’t, Ally. Pm goln’ to Cinc’nattee.” 

“ Bo you ? Wait a minute and I’ll ask 
mamma if I can go, too.” 

But June had no notion of being bothered 
with a girl. Girls were well enough to play 
with sometimes, he thought; but when a 
fellow was going on a journey, he didn’t 
want them in the way. You see, the trou¬ 
sers into which he had so lately stepped, and 
the boots in prospect, had made a great 
revolution in his feelings and ideas. So he 
put on his most important air, and said, 

“I can’t wait, Ally. The cars’ll go and 
leave me.” 

Then, as he saw how disappointed she 
looked, he remembered, with a great tlirob 
of pity, that she could never be anytliing 
but a girl, and would have to wear frocks all 
her life, so he added, condescendingly, 

“ But I’ll bring you a doll. Ally, ail dressed 
in spangles, if you are a good girl.” 

So he trudged on, and Ally looked after 
him, with the tears in her eyes, only half 
comforted for the loss of her playmate, by 
the thought of the spangled dolly he w'as 
going to bring her. 

When he got to the depot, there were a 
good many people there, but none that he 
knew. He felt a little strange, and wished 
that he had his father’s hand to take hold 
of; and if he had only had a few minutes to 
think about it, I am sure he would have 
gone back. But Just then the cars came 
puffing and whizzing along. The people 
rushed out, and he was carried along with 
them. As he stood by the steps, a man saw 
him, and supposing he was waiting for a 
chance to get on, lifted him in his strong 
arms, and set him inside the car. 

He was bewildered with all the noise and 
bustle, but seeing an empty seat near by, he 
scrambled into it, and sat and looked 
around, not knowing w hat else to do. 

Very soon the ears started. The con¬ 
ductor came through and looked at him 
sharply, but thinking he belonged to one of 
the two gentlemen sitting behind, said noth¬ 
ing. He was too small to be paid for, 
anyway. 

The gentlemen behind looked at him, and 
thought he belonged to the lady In front. 
The lady in front tw isted her neck around, 
and looked at him, and thought he belonged 
to the gentleman and lady and babj’ across 
the ai>le. So, among them all, nobody dis¬ 
turbed him, and he would have been in a 


fair w’ay to get to Cincinnati, if it hadn’t 
hapiKjned that the cars were going in the 
very opposite direction. 

June fell very strange and lonely, w hen 
he looked around the car, and could find no 
face that he had ever seen before. He was 
almost ready to cry; but when he glanced 
at his trousers, he concluded that would 
never do. So he choked back the tears, 
straightened himself up, crossed his fat legs, 
and tried to look as much like a man as he 
could. 

But after a while he began to get hungry, 
and wished that he had eaten his supper 
before he started. He thought of his father 
sitting dow'n to his nice tea at home, and O 
how he w ished he was there with him ! The 
more he thought about it, the hungrier and 
lonelier he grew*. He wished the conductor 
man would come along, and he would ask 
him to stop the cars, and let him jump off 
and run home. 

But no conductor came. June stood it as 
long as he could, and then forgetting all 
about his trousers, and his being a man, and 
everything else, except that he was tired, 
and hungry, and homesick, he just hid his 
face in his hands, and cried with all his might. 

The gentlemen behind looked at the lady 
In front; the lady iu front looked at the 
gentleman and lady and baby across the 
aisle, and the gentleman and lady and baby 
across the aisle stared back again, each 
wondering why the others didn’t take care 
of their crying boy. At last, one of the men 
sitting behind, leaned over and asked, 

“ What’s the matter, little boy?” 

“ I’m hungcry, and I wa-a-nt to go 
ho-o*me,” sobbed June. 

“Hungry are you? Well, here’s some¬ 
thing that I guess will cure that,” and he 
fumbled in his pocket, and brought out a 
beautiful, yellow', han est apple and gave to 
him. June dried his tears, and took it, and 
his little teeth bit into it ravenously. The 
other jKoplc were sure now that he belonged 
to the man with the apple, so they forgot 
him, to attend to their own concerns. 

As for the little boy, .he was so hungry 
that he forgot his manners entirely, and 
only remembered them when the apple was 
nearly devoured. Then he turned around 
with his mouth full, and said “ Thank you, 
sir.” The man laughed; and when the boy 
with the peanuts came around, he bought 
some and gave to him. 

But one harvest apple, and a handful of 
peanuts were rather a slim sUpper for a 
hearty child like June, and when they were 
gone he wished he had some more. Ho 
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thought of his father again, and for the first hung his head and said nothing. But aflei 


time since he started, he began to wonder if 
he had done just right in coming away with¬ 
out asking. The more he thought about it, 
the more he was afraid he hadn’t. The sun 
was just going down, and it made him think 
of bedtime. He wondered where he should 
sleep, and who would put him to bed, and 
hear him say his prayer. He was very 
miserable. O, how he wished he was at 
home again! How he wished the cars 
would stop and let him get off. He laid his 
head down on the cushion and cried again, 
until finally he cried himself to sleep. 

After awhile the cars stopped. It roused 
him a little, and he raised his head, and 
wondered drowsily if he had got to Cincin¬ 
nati; but he was too sleepy to care much, 
and in a minute more he was nodding this 
side and that, in a way that threatened to 
tumble him from his seat to the floor. 

Amon"* the passengers who got on boards 
at this sia.;on, was a man, who, seeing the 
empty scat beside June, took it. He looked 
at the little nodding boy. It waa*gi*owing 
dark, but he looked, and looked again, and 
then exclaimed, 

“ It’s June Hart, as true as I live! , Wake 
up, June !” he said, shaking him. “ Whe'fo 
are you going 1 Where’s your lather ?” 

The little boy nibbed his sleepy eyes, 
The gentleman looked around the car in. 
search of Mr. Hart, but not finding him, he 
gave June another shake, and asked again, 

“ Where’s your father ?” 

“ Papa’s down to the office,” he answered, 
sleepily. 

“ Where’s your mother, then ? Wake up, 
June, and tell me where your mother is.” 
And he shook him harder still. 

By this time June was awake, and recog¬ 
nized his father’s friend, Mr. Hewitt, who 
had often been at his house. 

“ Say, where’s your mother ?” 

“ Mamma’s gone to Cluc’nattee, and I’m 
goln’ to find her, and get a vospede.” 

Mr. Hewitt looked confounded for a min¬ 
ute; thep he took him on his knee, and 
looking straight in his eye, asked, 

“June, have you run away?” 

The child hung his head. He hadn’t 
meant to run away. It hadn’t seemed like 
running away when he started. He only 
wanted to go and find his mother, and never 
thought there was anything wrong In that. 
But with those stem eyes looking into his, 
things seemed very different from what they 
did awhile ago, and he was not at all sure in 
his own mind, whether he had done that 
dreadful thing (ran away) or not. So he 


awhile his friend succeeded in getting lui 
story (all there was of it) from him. 

“You are a naughty boy, June, and ] 
don’t know what to do with you,” he 
said. 

“I want my papa. Take me home. I 
wa-a-nt to go ho-o-mo,” he sobbed. 

It was of no use to scold him; no use to try 
and have the cars stop now, and Mr. Hewitt 
sfft in great perplexity, wondering what he 
should do. His business was so urgent, 
that it was impossible for him to turn 
around and take him home, and it was 
equally impossible to take him along on 
his journey of a thousand miles, nor did he 
like to think of leaving him alone among 
strangers. 

June, meanwhile, secure in having found 
a friend, wiped his tears, leaned his head 
down on Mr. Hewitt’s shoulder, and went 
to sleep again. Pretty soon, the conductor 
came through the car, and Mr. Hewitt told 
him about the little mnaway. He smiled 
kindly, as he thought of his own little boy 
safe and sound at home, and promised to see 
that he was taken care of. 

So, at the next station, they carried him, 
still asleep, into the sitting room at the 
depot, had a bed of cushions made for him, 
told the ticket agent to take care of him 
until he was called for, and then telegraphed 
to his father where he could be found. But 
in the midst of it all, be awoke, and when 
he comprehended that his friend was going 
to leave him, there was a scone. He clung 
to him with both hands, and with his feet. 

“ Don’t leave me. Take me home. Take 
me to my papa. I wa-a-nt to go ho-o-me,” 
he implored. 

Everj'body in the dex)ot gathered around 
to try and pacify him, and meanwhile, the 
train waited; and if anybody would like to 
know what made the lightning express 
behind time in Chicago the next morning, I 
can tell them. It was June who did it. 

But the passengers couldn’t sit there all 
night, even for him, and so the two friends 
were at last obliged to tear themselves 
away, and leave him, screaming at the top 
of his voice, surrounded by strange faces, 
and ninety miles from home. 

Meanwhile, there was a commotion at 
home, when Mr. Hart came to his tea at six 
o’clock, and June was found missing. All 
his play places were searched, every nook 
and corner in the house, and around the 
premises, were ransacked, but no June was 
found. All the houses where he was in the 
liabit of going, were visited, but there was 
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no trace of him anywhere. Ally Moore 
could have told a little story about him, but 
she was fast asleep, and nobody thought of 
asking her. Friends joined in looking for 
him, and there was hurrying to and fro, bat 
all in vain. 

“ Susan,*’ said the distracted father, paus¬ 
ing In the search, “ what did he say when 
he went away ? Do try and remember.” 

Susan left off rattling the door knob, 
and shakiug the mat, and peeping into the 
oven, and plying the pump handle, and 
tried to collect her scattered wits together, 
enough to think. 

“ O yes! I remember now,” she exclaimed, 
clapping both hands to her forehead, “he 
said he was going to Cincinnati to find his 
mamma, and I told—” 

Mr. Hart waited to hear no more, but 
strode down to the depot, as fast as he could 
go. No one there remembered seeing him. 
The poor father sat down, and covered his 
lace with his hands, and groaned aloud. 
What should he do ? Where should he look 
next? Just then, some one touched his 
shoulder, and put a telegram into his hand ; 
and there, in the dim light, he read what 
had become of his boy. 

A freight train was due shortly. He 
jumped aboard, and in a few' hours was 
bending over him, os he lay asleep upon his 
bed of cushions, where his friends had left 
him. For he had finally cried himself to 
sleep, much to the relief of the poor ticket 
agent, in whose care he had been left. 

The passenger train came along soon after. 
Mr. Hart got on board with the sleeping 
child in his arms. They reached home just 
at sunrise the next morning; and thus ended 
June’s journey to Cincinnati. 


JULY. 

BT L. D. NICHOLS. 


Now July’s ardent heat 
Calls the white lilies sweet 
Prom every pool; 

Now comes the blessed day 
When boys and girls may say, 
(Eager for country play,) 

“ Goodbye to school.” 

Hail, Carnival of Noise ! 
Welcome to men and boys I 
Fourth of July! 

Fire crackers strew the ground— 
Cannon and bells resound— 
Firew orks, the country round, 
Redden the sky. 


ART AJffUSEMENTS. 

BT MARTHA POWELL DAVI8. 


Number Seven. 

Breck says, when s|)eakiiig of the DUxntra^ 
in his “ New' Book of Flowers“ It is one 
of the most striking objects in the whole 
range of floral attraction.” And we may 
add, a w ax collection is incomplete without 
a few of its drooping sprays. 

Two of each of the shapes marked a, 6, Cy 
flgure 20, are required for a single floret. 
The heart-shaped ones, a, should be pink, 
and the others a clear crystal w'hite. The 
slender stem that connects the small flower 
to the main stalk, should extend between 
the pink heart petals, and far enough below' 



to admit of the white shapes being attached, 
also. The petals arc put on in pairs, facing 
each other. The two larger w'hitc ones, 6, 
are pressed to the stem facing the same way 
as the heart petals, w'hile the smaller shapes, 
Cy arc put on facing at right angles w ith the 
others. These small ones are partly hidden 
by the pink ; but, as their edges keep the 
heart petals from closing, the white sparkles 
through the opening very prettily. 

Now the wings, tp, tr, curl very nicely in 
the natural flower, and you see the wax is 
quite slender there; so, in order to give 
support, w'e cut one heart-shaped petal of 
W'hite paper, and sew flne wire around the 
edge; or, this extra i>etal may be of wax, if 
you prefer, with the wire curled in at the 
edge. This gives an inside framework, to 
which the outer p>etals may be attached, and 
to which the wire stem passing through the 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


lOTl.] 


25 


The Little Corporal Magazine. 


center of the floret may be fastened, also. 
It should be a little smaller than the pink 
petals. The wire around the edge strength¬ 
ens the whole, but especially the little wings, 
so they may be bent at will. A bit of cotton 
batting on each side of the paper frame will, 
after the pink petals are molded, cause them 
to retain the puffed appearance they have In 
nature. 

Miniature Hoses .— 

“ The Rose is the honor and beauty of flowers. 
The Miniature Rose reigns the queen." 

“ I hope they will think enough of my 
flowers to copy from them,” said little Mary, 
placing a collection of dwarf roses on the 
teacher’s desk, where they could be seen 
readily. 

“ O, certainly,” said auntie, “ I have been 
wanting to show the class how time may be 
often saved in forming flowers; and these 
roses will be a good illustration.” 

Cut one shape as in flgure 21, and when 



slipped up from the bottom of the stem, by 
means of the hole in the center, and arranged 
properly ^ound the stamens, it will be equal 
to ten of the small inner petals. The wax 
between the hole and the dark rim around 
it, may be pressed tightly to the stem. This 
will aid in giving the petals a crumpled and 
curled ai)pearance. Three or four additional 
shapes pressed close to this one, will make 
a full corolla. Two of the outer rows may 
be rounded out, as indicated by the dotted 
lines, and the shapes may be enlarged, too, 
if necessary. 

The Coreopsis .— The dark center of this 
flower is made of wax colored with lamp¬ 
black. When the threadlike parts are formed, 
the same as has been detailed for other flow¬ 
ers, they are trimmed down with the scissors 
to form a roundish knob, and then sprinkled 
with yellow. One round shape of wax may 
be scalloped to form ten petals. 

The Cineraria .—Its center is formed as 
above, with brown wax, sprinkled with red 


or orange. The corolla is made on the same 
principle, of many petals in one. 

The Daisy.—For this little, poetic flower, 
cut a round shape of wax, and IHnge it into 
twenty or thirty divisions at the outer cir¬ 
cumference. Slip it up from the bottom of 
the stalk, and press it flrmly to the yellow 
middle, previously formed. 

On this principle of compound petals, 
many other flowers may be made, as tho 



ranunculus, flowering almond, portulaca, 
nemophila, etc. 

Tubular Flowers. One specimen of this 
class, brought in to-day, was a very pretty 
russelia. The corolla, in nature, is in one 
piece ; but when forming it of wax, it will 
be found more convenient to divide it, as at 
figure 22. Rub the edges of the two parts 
together smoothly on a molding pin, when 



forming the tube, so they may unite as one 
piece. Bend the petalous divisions back 
carefully, and leave the upper part of the 
tube open, while the base closes around the 
stem, thus tapering nicely to its proper shape 
and size. Four stamens, with anthers, are 
visible, just even with the bend of the corolla. 
The Boumrdia .—The class had succeeded 
nicely with the russelia blooms, and auntie 
was looking about her for other specimens 
that were made on the same plan, when 
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Currie West drew attention to her pretty 
plant. 

“ Please let us make flowers like these, 
next, mayn’t we ?” she asked. 

“ They are very timely,” said auntie ; and 
soon the little bouvardla florets Avere dis¬ 
sected and the pattern taken, as at 6, figure 
23, and formed Into florets, as at /. 

Some of them were cut In one piece, like 
the imttcm, and others In two parts, on the 
plan of the russella. When the corolla U 
formed of two parts, an exact and sym¬ 
metrical apperance is easily attained; and 
if formed of one only, the floret Is apt to be 
a little one sided, or leaning, on the stem. 
But when the florets are united into umbels 
to form the flower, the appearance Is more 
natural when the florets have been made 
both ways, and then arranged promiscu¬ 
ously. Some florets should be larger, too, 
than others; from fifteen to twenty com¬ 
plete the bunch. 

Buds may be shaped by the same pattern, 
closed partially or entirely at the top. 

Heliotropes are as easily made as bouvardlas. 
The one-patterned plan Is best for them, as 
the florets are too delicate to divide. 

The Wiegela.^AX this juncture of the after¬ 
noon instruction, two little girls were noticed 
In the back part of the room, very busily en¬ 
gaged, when auntie called upon them to 
“ report progress.” 

” See here, what we have done,” said one; 
and she held up three beautiful, rose-colored 
wlegela blooms. “ We molded them on the 
same pin you gave us for the russella. Aren’t 
they prettier than those tedious helio¬ 
tropes ?” 

The class and teacher acknowledged their 
beauty, and said they were well done; but 
the little girl who owned the heliotrope and 
bouvardia plants, went off muttering, 

“ I like small florets best, for my part.” 

The Primrose^ when single. Is of one piece 
in nature, but in wax it is better divided 
into five. The calyx may be made in one 
piece, though it is five clefl. It should be 
bent in five places, corresponding to the 
teeth, to form the ribs; or, it may be molded 
on a pentagonal molding pin. AVhen the 
edges are united, slip the calyx up on the 
stem, and close it at the base just low enough 
down so the teeth will be even with the 
underside of the corolla. 

Many tubular flowers may be thus made 
easily, as the myrtle, jasmine, lilac, honey¬ 
suckle, libonla, etc. 

When the corolla Is large and one petaled, 
as in the common morning glory and single 
X>etunia, a molding pin is needed, made on 


purpose, of hard wood very smooth ; but for 
small flowers, as phlox, cypress, etc., the 
handle of a crochet needle, awls of different 
sizes, or a pencil whittled into shape may 
sometimes, perhaps, be made to answer the 
purpose. 

The molding pin should be wet, to prevent 
the Avax from sticking, and the Avax should 
be quite Avarm, lest the petals break, instead 
of bending, where the corolla flares suddenly. 


BIRDS AND THEIR WAYS. 

BY MKS. PARIZADE V. HATHAWAY. 

” Rap I ra-ra-ra-rap I” sound the rapid 
strokes of a strong bill, on the roof of a 
house, or some other convenient place; then 
a vigorous voice calls out, “Que-erl que¬ 
er!” This is the way the red-headed wood¬ 
pecker salutes his friends, when he returns 
in early M%y, and it certainly is a ” qne-er” 
way. 

His length is nine inches and three-fonrths, 
exactly that of the robin. His head and 
neck are crimson-red, his back, black and 
white, and his breast white with a narrow 
border of black, just below the red of the 
neck. 

His flight is undulating, up and down, up 
and down, like that of the goldfinch. He 
does not alight, like most other birds, on the 
smaller branches of a tree, but lengthwise 
of the body, or a large ascending limb. He 
moves sidewise, and climbs upward as ex¬ 
pertly as a fly. If he wishes to descend, he 
moves backward; but he never goes down 
the tree head foremost, os the nuthatch 
often does. His feet are nicely adapted to 
clinging and climbing; the claws are sharp 
and strong; two toes point forw’ard and two 
backward, instead of three forward and one 
backAA'ard, as in the feet of the robin and all 
the rest of the perchers. 

” Peck, peck, peck!” The end of his 
short, stiff tall is pressed closely against the 
tree, and helps to keep his body firm and 
AA’ell balanced. His quick ears hear an insect 
under the bark, or a borer in the wood of 
the tree. With sturdy blows, he drives his 
chisel-shaped beak into the bark, even into 
the wood, cutting a small hole; then, running 
out his long, barbed tongrue, he draws the 
insect from its hiding place. This is the 
way he and the rest of the woodpeckers 
obtain the greater part of their living. They 
are among our best feathered fHends, for 
they save the trees from being destroyed by 
Insects. 

“Thud, thud, thud!” It is a muffled 
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sound in the body of a dead tree. Walk 
softly, keep still! A red head is put out of 
a round, white door, and a little ehip drops 
upon the dry leaves. There he goes; but, 
Mr. Redhead, w'c have found out your secret. 
Ho and his mate are excavating a cosy room 
in the body of the old tree. It is just large 
enough at the entrance for one bird to slip 
In, but widens as it goes downward in the 
tree, until at the bottom, at a depth of 
fourteen inches or more, it is spacious enough 
for the little family. The red-headed car¬ 
penters carry out nearly all of their chips; 
a few are left upon the floor. On these chips 
are soon laid five or six pure white eggs. 

Last summer, 1 found one of these nests 
in an old apple tree. The young ones were 
BO noisy, when their parents brought them 
food, that they could be heard quite a long 
way off. As soon as the young can tty well, 
one or two pairs of these birds usually bring 
their broods around our house, and feed 
them partly on com from the crib. One old 
bird, last summer, had a mortar in the top 
of a fence post, a deep, round hole to which 
he carried com, laying it In the hole, and 
pounding it with his bill, to break it In 
pieces. He then fed it to his young ones, 
that clung to the sides of the post, and 
kept up a teasing “ Tse-lp, tse-ip.’* 

After awhile, one of the young birds used 
a small, round hole in the bark of a tree, for 
his mortar. I often saw him working away 
there, and, one day, I found a kernel of corn 
in the hole, half soaked with the juices of 
the tree. He often paused in his work to 
call out, “Qui-i-i-l,” making, as he said it, 
a very pdito bow. This salutation was 
returned by his parents, with a call and a 
bow, or the very wise remark, “Que-er!” 

The red-headed woodpecker feeds his 
young much longer than most other birds. 
I think that the bill of the young bird needs 
to harden a good while, and the muscles of 
its neck to grow strong, before it Is able to 
peck in the bark and wood of trees, and 
obtain the insects lodged there. When fully 
fledged, it looks very much like the old 
bird, only its head and neck are ashy brown, 
instead of red. 

In the latter days of summer, I often see 
several of these birds playing together, 
chasing each other at great speed in every 
direction. 

There are many other species of wood¬ 
peckers besides the red-headed. There is 
one called the golden-winged woodpecker. 
The under surface of his wings and tail is rich 
yellow. When he flies, he looks like a broad 
beam of yellow 1 ight. He has a black crescent 


on his breast and a red one on the nape of his 
neck. His loud call, “ Biddy, biddy, biddy!” 
is one of the most cheerful sounds of early 
spring. He often says, “Cle-up, clc-up!’’ 
when he alights, and sometimes he indulges 
in a curious “ Flick-er, flick-er.” 

The golden-wings court and pair in April. 
Sometimes several gentlemen golden-wings 
pay their respects to one Miss Golden-wing. 
They move sidewise on the bodies of the 
trees, bow’ gmcefhlly, and speak tenderly. 
The lovers do not quarrel with each other, 
but Miss Golden-wing chooses whichever 
one she pleases, for her mate. 

Last spring, I saw a pair at work excavat¬ 
ing a hole for a nest, high up in the body of 
a dead tree. While one worked, the other 
remained near, ready to take a part as soon 
as the worker became tired. They brought 
up the chips, and, flirting their heads, threw 
them away from the tree as far as possible. 
They w'ould not drop them together at the 
foot of the tree, for then their house might 
be discovered by the pile of chips. 

WISHING AND WORKING. 

BY M. E. N. HATHXWAY. 

“ Come, lily of beauty. 

Come, blossom of fragrance,” 

Repeats the young wisher, outstretching his 
hand. 

** I long to possess you, 

But dread the dark waters. 

So come to me where, on the margin, I stand. 

“ For I am no swimmer. 

And own little knowledge 
In fitting a vessel or using an oar; 

My holiday raiment 
Suits not rough adventure. 

So come to me here, on the smooth, tranquil 
shore.” 

” Ahl no,” says the lily, 

” Stand there on the margin 
Through daylight and darkness, I come not to 
you; 

I keep through all seasons 
My distance and dangers. 

And wait for a conqueror valiant and true. 

” I watch for his coming, 

I know his behavior; 

He swims like the wild duck, and bounds like 
the deer; 

He shrinks not from danger. 

Nor spoiling of raiment. 

And works with unwavering purpose and cheer. 

” And when I behold him 
Draw nearer and nearer, 
ril fall not to greet hinwwith welcoming sweet: 
For beauty’s the guerdon 
Of daring and labor. 

And gladly I’U lay all my w^orth at his feet.” 
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NAN’S RULE. 

BT RAY STRONG. 

Nan’s white dress and blue sack were all 
ready on the bed, when her nurse, Rachel, 
called her to have her hair curled and be 
dressed for her tea party. Nan came rol¬ 
licking in. She had Just been having such a 
romp with Tom. Tom was Nan’s new 
brother, who had lately carried away Nan’s 
one dear sister, Rose, and had brought her 
back hoine again for a little visit. 

Nan stood very patiently while Rachel 
brushed her curls, which was rather hard, as 
Tom had given her “last Dick,” and she 
wanted to run out after him. 

When it came to putting on her dress, 
that tempting, white dress, all embroidered 
and ruffled and puffed, and the broad, silvery- 
blue sash. Nan looked a little wistful, for it 
must be confessed she did love fine clothes, 
blit she spoke up quickly and merrily, 

“I’m going to wear my gingham dress, 
Rachel.” 

“Laws, Miss Nannie y’ain’t goin’ t’look 
like a little nig, is yer?” 

“I never have looked like a ‘nigMn it, 
Rachel, and I don’t think I shall now.” 
Rachel laughed. 

“ Sure miff, honey. I’se only jokin’; but 
don’t fool now. Miss Nannie. Please, missy, 
hurry and put your dress on.” 

“ I shall wear my gingham dress, Rachel.” 
Just then her mother came in from the 
next room. 

“ What is it, daughter?” 

Nan ran and whispered something to her 
mother, who stooped to listen. 

“ Put on her gingham dress, Rachel,” Mrs. 
Maury said, and that ended the matter for 
the present. Nurse looked disappointed, 
but Nan patted her cheek and said, 

“ Don’t get mad, mammy. It’ll be all 
clean for next time,” which brought a smile 
very quickly to Nurse’s face. 

Down stairs, Tom laughed at her. “Is 
that your party rig, old puddinghead ?” 
But seeing she only ^ew a little red, and 
didn’t answer him, as usual, in her quick, 
smart way, he did not tease hera^in. And 
while she went into the conser>’atory to get 
him a button-hole bouquet, Rose told mm 
what her mother said Nan had whispered to 
her, which was, 

“ Maray and Sally Vinton only have ging¬ 
hams, and if you don’t mind, mamma, I 
think they would have a better time if I 
wore mine.” 

Presently the children came trooping In, 
Pussie Raymond in white tarlatan, with pink 
silk overdress; Madeline L’Estrange in blue 
silk and lace overdress. All the little girls 


were gayly attired. At first there was snr- 

E rise on their faces at Nan’s simple gown, 
ut Nan saw th^ soon ctcw used to it. and 
did not look half'^so much surprised at Mamy 
and Sally, when they appeared, as she had 
feared they might. It was fun, as Tom said, 
to watch the pleased look of the Vinton’s, 
whenever that brown-and-white gingham 
dress of little Nan’s fiitted past them, for 
they felt they were not the only ones not in 
gorgeous apparel. 

Soon the games began. Tom and Rose 
played, too. “Oats, Peas, Beans,” and 
“ Blind Man’s Buff,” and “ Hunt the Slipper,” 
and all manner of fun, besides, till tea was 
ready, when they went out on the lawn, to 
eat the nicest of dainties, as well as the good 
solid food mamma had prepared. 

Then followed more games, till the maids 
began to come for their young mistresses, 
and, one by one, they departed. Tom took 
the Vinton’s home ; and when he came back, 
and Nan ran and jumped on to his knee, he 
pulled her hair, and said, 

“ Well, my dear, the Vintons had decidedly 
the advantage of your other guests, since 
you did them the honor to dress like them. 
The little one skipped all the way home, and 
declared she never had had such a good time 
in all her life before.” 

“ That was Sally,” said Nan, her head tip¬ 
ped a little to one side, and her mouth ex¬ 
pressing great satisfaction, as she fingered 
Tom’s watch chain. 

“ But as for Pussy and Madeline, I really 
did pity them from the bottom of my heart,” 
continued Tom. 

Nan knew he was teasing her, but still she 
answered, Indignantly, as she jerked her 
curls away from him, 

“O, you old hypocrite, you needn’t to 
trouble yourself. I Know Puss and Madeline 
had a good time, from something I heard 
them say. Now don’t you wish you knew ? 
But I shan’t tell you.” 

And she would not tell hlm,in spite of aU 
his teasing, but confided to Rose that she 
heard Madeline say, 

“ Would you be hired to wear such a dress 
as Nan’s to"a party ?” 

And Puss had said, 

“No, indeed! ’siiecially when she’s got 
such lovely ones. I heard Mr. Tom say you 
looked real pretty, Madeline.” 

And Madeline had answered, 

“ Why, he told me that very same thing 
about you.” 

And*then they had put their arms around 
each other and walkea off, and Nan hadn’t 
heard any more, but that was enough to put 
to flight any doubts she might have had as 
to whether her little friends were troubled 
by her unwonted costume. Her thought¬ 
fulness and self-denial, though it was such a 
little tiling, had made everybody comfort¬ 
able, as it IS most always sure to do. 

Dear children. Nan’s rule w as the Golden 
Rule, and it belongs to you just as much as 
it dia to her, only you must use it whenever 
you get a chance*, and always be on the 
lookout for chances. So shall yon make 
everybody around you happy, and be su¬ 
premely happy yourselves. 
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ABOUT CORNERS. 

Once, when I lived in a happy land, we 
used to take long rides, in pleasant weather, 
over a road that led between hills and 
meadows and wheat fields, through shady 
w'oods and past little clusters of white houses, 
until it came to a great farmhouse of red 
brick, dozing aw’ay among its bams and 
orchards. I suppose the road did not end 
there, for occasionally an unhappy-looking 
carriage, or big, lumbering, mail wagon, rat¬ 
tled away down the hill beyond, but, for all 
we cared about it, the Chinese w’all might 
have been built across it, grim and gatelcss. 

Such pleasant, sunshiny rides as those 
were, when the gentle pony ambled leisurely 
along, and we stopped here and there to 
pick cowslips or meadow’ lilies or w’ild straw¬ 
berries ; or, later In the season, to pelt down 
the chestnuts from the trees. We learned a 
good many lessons, too, by the way, seeing 
how, from year to year. Nature was busy 
building up and pulling dow’n, and how sure 
it was that harvest followed seedtime, and 
that men reaped whatever they had sow’n. 

There was one place w here, in the comer 
of a wheat field, a fine, thrifty clump of 
wild raspberries had sprung up. It was only 
a little comer, and the fence was crooked, 
and so the farmer plowed around it and left 
the clump of briers, and every summer w’e 
gathered our fill of the fragrant berries. It 
was very nice for us, but we could not help 
noticing how with every season the briers 
walked a little farther into the wheat, until, 
by and by, all that end of the field was 
given up to them ; and I dare say by this 
time the farmer has given up trying to plow 
it. You say he must have been a poor far¬ 
mer, and I suppose he was. He used to 
leave the thistles to go to seed along his 
roadsides; and his gates w’cre apt to be off 
from one hinge ; and his carts and tools were 
scattered about everywhere. 

But our minister preached us a sermon 
about fence comers, once, that made me 
think he might have been riding that way 
himself. He told us how apt w’c were to let 
some ugly, little weed of a bad habit grow 
up in the comers of our hearts ; aud because 


it did not take up much room, and was ugly 
and thorny to pull up, we just plowed around 
it and let it go. And the next year it was 
bigger and broader, and went down deeper, 
and had sharper thorns, and so we kept on 
plowing around it, and giving it a little more 
room, until, by and by, some of us would 
have only a little patch of wheat left in the 
middle, barely enough to turn around in, 
while you could hardly see where the fences 
were for the weeds and briers. 

How is that, boys and girls ? Is it not a 
good plan to look sharp after the fence 
comers ? 


EAR MARKS. 

I went with the farmer, one morning, out 
on to the great, green prairie, and In every 
direction I saw the herds of 3'oung cattle 
feeding. Some of them were very shy, and 
some did not seem to mind us at all. Some¬ 
times a drove of young horses would lift 
their slender heads and snuff at us, and then 
go scouring away into the distance; or the 
sleek cows would just look at us out of their 
liquid eyes, and then go on quietly feeding. 
There were thousands of sheep, and I won¬ 
dered how the owners ever would know their 
own when they brought them into the folds 
in winter. 

“ O,” said the farmer, “ I have my ear 
marks on them. We used to mark in very 
awkward ways; but I can tell my sheep 
now all over the country, and they never 
get rid of the mark.” 

Nevtr get rid of the mark r' I said it to 
myself, as I saw some boys In the city, to¬ 
day, standing around the door of a low 
saloon. Somebody was putting a mark upon 
them. You could see it already in their 
faces, and I wanted to tell them how hard it 
would be to get rid of it. These are the 
boys who are learning their first lessons in 
the gambling dens, taking their first glasses 
at the liquor shops, polluting their mouths 
with tobacco, or with impure words and 
oaths. They are just beginning in these 
evil ways, scores of them, who have been 
better taught, and who feel ashamed, as yet, 
of every downward step they take. Who 
will tell them to stop ? Wlio will tell them 
of this dreadful master who is putting his 
mark upon them, just as surely, just as 
deeply, as if it was burned in with a hot 
iron. You can see the mark on many a man 
who w'ould give his right hand to get rid of 
it now. It is one of the ways in which God 
shows us that He is stronger than Satan, for 
He makes all who enter the service of evil. 
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put on the livery. If men could be wicked 
and shut it all up in their secret hearts, and 
wear pure, beautiful forms and faees, there 
would be a chance for a great deal more evil 
in the world. But He makes Satan put his 
ear marks on his silly sheep, and so the eye, 
and the cheek, and the brow, and the lip, all 
tell the story, and before he knows It, the 
mark is burned in. 

God did not' choose to take away from us 
the liberty of doing wrong, but He set the 
whole world full of safeguards, and not the 
least of these is the certainty with which all 
that we must think and feel is stamped on 
this soft, impressible house of clay in which 
our soul lives. So beware how you let an 
evil thought, or an evil passion, or an evil 
deed, for one instant cast its shadow over 
your heart and your face. What if the 
image should stay there ? What if the mark 
should even now begin to hum inf 


A MATINEE. 

It was not in a crowded concert room, at 
four o’clock in the aftenioon—I have often 
attended such concerts, though I never could 
guess why they called them matinees—but 
at four o’clock on a summer morning, with 
the sky a clear, pale opal, and the air one 
breath of balm and freshness. Looking fi*om 
my window right Into the tree tops, and 
down on to the smooth, green velvet of the 
lawn, I saw on every leaf and blade of grass 
the white glisten of the dew,which, a little 
later, would turn to a diamond glltttcr in the 
sunrise. Here and there the greenness w'as 
broken by clumps of roses, red and white, 
and masses of splendid Chinese peonies. 
The scent of the flowers and the spicy odor 
of the evergreens mingled together, and a 
faint little wind, that blew steadily over 
the leaves, bore the sweetness right in at my 
window. Through the openings of the trees 
I could see glimpses of blue water, where 
the merry little Cuyahoga crept and sparkled 
and danced along, making sport of the work 
it did every day. Away in the distance were 
long, green valleys, holding in their depths 
faint mists of blue and silver, and rising 
grandly into bold, wooded bights. Not far 
off, to the east, lay the roofs and chimneys 
of the busy city, still and silent now, but 
soon to waken, while, close at my left, the 
road wound through a lovely ravine to 
another city, still and silent always, and full 
of peace, by daylight or moonlight, for 

“ The marble doors are always shut; 

You may not enter at hall or hut; 

And inonntiiin grnsj^cs, low and sweet. 
Grow in the middle of every street.” 


A little brown wood bird began the con¬ 
cert, from its golden-green chamber in the 
heart* of a great chestnut tree. Just one 
clear, short note; a mere morsel of a song, 
like the coo of delight with which a baby 
wakes from its sleep, and then, here and 
there, from oaks, and maples, and lindens, 
from all sorts of green nooks and snug hid¬ 
ing places, another and another little musi¬ 
cian shook itself out with a flirt and a flutter, 
and joined in the Chorus, the robins and cat¬ 
birds carrj’ing off the palm. There was not 
a single discord, from the high treble of the 
blackbirds, who sang Italian, dow n in the 
meadow, to the sharp scream of the bluejays, 
and the drumming of the woodpecker ; all 
chimed in the most perfect harmony ; and I 
listened and looked with silent delight. I 
wanted the whole household should be awake 
to hear, only no one should have moved, or 
spoken a word, for the greatest chai*m of all 
was the utter silence, which left the sweet 
music free to pulsate in unbroken melody 
through the air. 

There was something sacred about it, and 
even w'hilc I listened I thought of the won¬ 
derful goodness of the Father, who “ might 
have made the earth bring food enough for 
great and small,” without touching it with 
any of the beauty of leaf and blossom, or 
giving it one sound of music to fill its silent 
places, and yet whose tender thought for our 
happiness has made the world one temple of 
beauty and song. 

Birds are a good deal like babies in one 
thing—they are never so sweet as when they 
first wake up in the morning. There seems 
to be the same kind of fresh, bright fear¬ 
lessness about them as if they, too, like the 
babies, had beautiful dreams in their tossing 
cradles ; as if they, too, had forgotten all 
about yesterday, and begun the world anew. 
And so I dare say they have. They never 
borrow' a bit of trouble about to-morrow, 
and I don’t suppose they lay any up, if they 
have any, to sigh over. I am sure there was 
nothing but pure gladness and delight in the 
song of the robin that swung and balanced 
on the very topmost bough of the nearast 
tree, that morning. Perhaps the gladness 
was all in my heart, for I have heard people 
say that there was no meaning in the song 
of a bird, any more than in so many notes 
from a piano, only as our souls gave mean¬ 
ing to the sound. I never could quite believe 
it. I think that robin meant something; I 
am very sure she said something, and I think 
the One who made us all knew' what it was, 
for I remember that it is written, “ AU Thy 
works praise Thee^ and Thy saints btess Thee.'^ 
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Here is a letter fyom a boy who has no Idea of 
being nothing but a one-stringed Addle. 

'‘^Dear Frudy: I am a little boy ten years old, 
and I live way out in New Jersey; and I take 
The Corporal, and have been reading about 
the ‘ One-stringed Fiddle,’ and I thought 1 would 
tell you how manv strings I have got to my Addle. 
I can ride and diive horse; haul and chop wood; 
feed and water the horses and cows; reed the 
cahes their milk; hoe; and I can work in the 
house, too; I help mother wash, every week; 
and when she is sick I can get the dinner all 
alone; and wash the dishes, too; and sweep; 
and last summer 1 raised sweet potatoes enough 
myself to come to nine dollars. 1 never wrote a 
letter before to be printed.” 


Island Grove^ III. *^£>ear Prudy: As I have 
never written to you, and am so much interested 
in your pocket, I thought I would write you a 
few lines. I live in the country, and have very 
nice times. I have lived in the country nearly 
three years. We have all the chickens we want, 
and a nice large garden, and lots of vegetables 
and Aowers. Do you like watermelons and 
muskmclons? If you do, you had better come 
and see us this summer.” 


Muncy^ Pa. ^^Dear Prudy: I love The Cor¬ 
poral so much that I thought I would write 
to you and see who you was. I like vour Mud- 
pie story BO well that lean hardly wait till it 
comes. I must tell you about my dog. He is as 
black as a coal; if he gets cross he will bite any 
person that teases him. We have six cats, but 
thc-y are so shy that I cannot play with them. I 
go to school when it is not tooinuddv. But it is 
all, now. I wish you would come to our place 
once. I would like to sec you. Will you put 
niy dear, little letter in your pocket. It would 
be such good fun to read a letter of my own out 
of The Corporal.” 


Corrallis, Oregon. ^^Dtar Prudu: This is the 
last day of vacation week, and school opens on 
Monday next, and I am real glad, for I like to go 
to school. My teachers are so very kind, and 
learn me so many pretty songs. Would von like 
to hear about some of my j)« ts ? I have a cat 
and seven sheep, and some little lambs, and a lot 
of chickens. I think The Little Corporal is 
such a nice little magazine. I wish it would 
come every week, instead of once a month. My 
ma has a beautiful Aower garden. If I only 


could I would ^Ivc you one of the prettiest bou¬ 
quets of hyacinths, tulips, etc. I am eleven 
years old. I help my ma with her work, and 
when she is baking 1 often make sweet cake. 
Pa thinks they are very nice. I can sew on ma’s 
sewing machine. Prudy, please send me your 

I iicture. Goodbye, dear Prudy: please give my 
ove to Mr. Miller, for 1 do love him for his little 
magazine.” 

at. Louis., Mo. '‘'‘Dear Prudy: I have thought 
many times I would write to you, and see if you 
think my letter worthy of a place in the good 
Corporal, which has been coming to our house 
the last two years. My papa took it Arst for my 
Brother Eddie, who is now dead. He died last 
August. He was ten years old. O, how he did 
love to read The Corporal. I read it some, but 
mamma reads it best for me. I had a little baby 
brother, but he died this winter. His name was 
Lewy. So I am all alone now. My only little 
sister died three years ago. I have a very kind 
papa and mamma. We have a nice home about 
nve miles Arom St. Louis. The name of our farm 
is Switzerland. There are near four hundred 
acres. Our largest crop is hay. Coal and iron 
are nlentiful here. I am nine years old, and I 
send my love to you.” 


Lonaconing. “Dear Prudy: I have written 
to you before, but you have never put them in 
your pocket. I like to read your pocket the best. 
My ma says you only put funny letters in, so I 
do not expect you to put mine in your pocket, 
because I have nothing funny to say.” 

Isn’t that funny? 

And if that isn’t funny, here is something that 
is. O, Earnest, If you only could have seen how 
Mrs. Miller laughed. 

'‘'‘Dear Prudy: Does not Mrs. Miller keep an 
Emporium of Fashions, on Broadway, near 
Stewart's store, in New York City? Please 
answer in the pocket, and much oblige a lover 
of The Corporal.” 

No, indeed; Mrs. Miller hopes she shall never 
have to be president, or keep people posted in 
the fashions. 

Clhdon. Mo. “ Susie has determined to earn 
the money to take The Corporal this year. She 
pieced a quilt in the winter, and has been try ing 
to sell it for some time. She sold it yesterday, 
and has got money to send for it now.^’ 

Yankee Settlement. '•'‘Dear Prudy: As I have 
seen nolettersfrom Yankee Settlement, I thought 
I would write one. I have taken The Corporal 
four years when this year is out, and I like it 
very much. I wish Pnidy would put your pic¬ 
ture in The Corporal. I am trying with my 
brother to get a premium. I have got one; it is 
called, ‘A Hundred Years Ago,’ and I mean to 
get it framed. I want to get my Corporal's 
bound; I think they will look real nice that 
way. Won’t you please to put this in your 
pocket, and I will think moi-e of you than ever.” 

Graham., Mo. '•'•Dear Prudy: I am twelve 
years old. 1 have taken The Corporal thi-ee 
years. I mean to take it as long as I can earn 
money enough. I earned my money this vear 
by cutting fodder. We have a pet colt. Please 
put this in your pocket.” 

A little, one-armed boy asks the editor to pub¬ 
lish the following request. 

“As one of the Try Company. I propose that 
the subscribers of The Little Corporal each 
pay Avc cents to the editor, to select a library for 
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the eailore, or for some destitute ship^to be 
placed where the editor will decide. We can 
easily do it. I intend earning my money by 
carrying water with my one arm.” 

The editor will undertake to raise such a li¬ 
brary, if it pleases the children, and will add five 
dollars to the fund. We will consult some of the 
seamen's working friends as to where the ” Little 
Corporal's Library ” shall be placed. 


”i>ear Prudy: My papa 
ve us the money last year for to subscribe for 


Alexandria^ La. 
cave us the money 
The Little Corporal, but this year, when our 
time runs out, 1 am going to sulMcribe with my 
own money. My papa has a young heart, for he 
reads it every time we get a new number. I have 
a grandpa and an aunt living in Chicago. If ever 
I come to Chicago again I will come to see yon. 
We have a pair of Shetland ponies and a buggy 
Just for them.” 

Nilee. MicA. **Ikar Pnfdy: I am nine years 
old. We have a baby named ^rtha. I take The 
Little Corporal, and I like it very much; and 
after I read it I am going to send It to my cousin, 
who lives in the State of New' York. Our house 
. buracd Sunday night, about eleven o’clock. May 
7th, 1871. Nearly everything was saved.” 

^'‘Dear Prudy: You look so pleasant, sitting 
at your desk, that 1 thought I would like to write 
and tell you about my chickens. I have only 
three hens, but they have thirty-three chickens. 
Don't you think that is doing well. I take care 
of them myself. When I get Tub Corporal 
with my name on it, I feel like a big woman, and 
1 will keep on taking it till I am one.” 

Malden., Mass. ^'‘Dear Prudy: I ought to 
have written a long time ago, to thank you for 
the chromo of Red Ridinghood and the Wolf, 
W'hich I received all safe. We think it's beautiful. 
I send two subscribers more, and I would like a 
binder for The Corporal. It seems real selfish 
for me to claim anything for getting subscribers. 
My little brother is trying to get up a club, and I 
am going to help him. The Corporal is so 
good I wish all the little boys and girls took it.” 

Belfast, 0. '‘'‘Dear Prudy: I wrote you a let¬ 
ter before, but you did not print It. My brother 
has taken The Corporal four years, and my sis¬ 
ter Rosa sold her calf and sent for it this year. 
Please print my letter. I send you some silver- 
maple feaves, and some of my hair. The leaves 
grow larger In the summer. I want to get my 
picture taken and send it to you.” 

Grand Bapids, Mieh. “I am Jamie Smith, 
and I have a little baby brother sixteen months 
old, and his name is Richard. He is mal cunning, 
end he used to play with our do^Ney. Ney 
was a real good aog, and never bit anybody but 
once, and then he was playing and didn't mean 
to. He would come to me at the table, and I 
would let him drink out of my cup. He barked 
so tliat papa had to tie him up, and the next 
morning ne got away. I commenced to tell you 
about my little brother, and told you about Ney! 
1 taught Richard to cree]) across the floor by roll¬ 
ing a block, and he crept after it. He don’t talk 
much, but I think he might; he says ‘ O, O,’ and 
that is all.” 

Grand Rapids. Mich. ''Dear Prudy: Though 
I’m a little girl only nine years old, I can w'rfte 
a story for the Corporal. I am going to tell 
you aoout my little brother Jamie. He is five 
years old. One night Jennie, Jamie, and 1 were 

f oing to the “ Bell Ringers,' nnd it rained so 
ard l)efore lea that papa thought we could not 
go, and what do you think the dear little fellow 
Old ? When we were sitting in the parlor he said. 


* Sister, I am going to pray that the Lord may 
stop the rain, so that we can go.' And the rain 
did stop. I think his prayer was answered; 
don’t you?” 

It makes Prudy almost Jealous to hear how 
rich some of her little friends are in grandmothers 
while she has not even one. 

Delevan,IU. "‘Dear Prudy: My little nephew, 
Allen K. Pratt, 1 think is ahead of ^rtib 
Taylor on the grandmother question. He has 
now living, and, at one time last winter, at his 
lather's house, a mother, grandmother, great¬ 
grandmother, and great-great-grandmother. The 

f ^reat-great-grandmother is active and smart, and 
ast year made the loumey of over a thousand 
miles, to visit her children and grandchildren 
living in this place.” 

Hancock, Wis. '‘'Dear Prudy: I am eleven 
years old, and have taken The Corporal five 
years and like it better than any other magaxine. 
My mother once knew a little girl w'hose name 
was Prudy, and she was real oda, and I w’ant to 
know if you are ?” 

How can I tell, my dear? Did you ever hear 
of the man who lay awake all night to see if he 
snored, and never found out? I like little girls, 
when they are sw eet, and loving, and helpful; 
and little boys, when they are good, and brave, 
and honest. Is that a sign of being queer? 

Long Grove. "Dear Prudy: I am a little girl 
eight years old. I have taken The Corporal 
almost one year. I w'lsh The Corporal would 
come every week; it seems so long to wait a 
w’hole month for It Now, Prudy, u you don’t 
put this letter in your pocket, I don't tl'nnk I will 
write to you again, because I wrote you a letter 
last winter, and you didn't say anything about 
it. I read all the poetry In The Corporal, and 
I hope when I am a lady I can write some, tot>. 
Here is some that I w'rote the other day : 

“ O^omc with me to the shady woods, 
where all is bright and fair; 

Where the sweet violets and mayflowers grow. 
And happy birds are singing there. 

” My mamma don't know that I wrote this, and 
if she sees it In The Corporal she will be so 
surprised.” 

Blackhawk, Miss. “A'orPnwfy.* My brother 
takes The Little Corporal. He got it the *25th 
of May. I always read it as soon as it comes. I 
I like the Hard-Fought Battle better than any¬ 
thing else. I have been making bouquets for 
mamma in sand. Prudy, sometimes my little 
brothers sayaiid do thin^ as funny as Tommy 
Bancroft. The first time Jimmie saw a hearts¬ 
ease, he said it ‘ was holding back Its ears as if 
it was trying to talk to him.^ I was glad to see 
Mr. Sew'ella picture. I wish you would pul 
yours in the July number. I have been sick, 
so it took me a long time to w'rite this. I w 111 
try to get up a club. I want to get * From Shore 
to Shore.’ Please sec that there is no hole in 
your pocket when you put my letter in.” 

Fbir Haven. "Dear Prudy: 1 have the dear¬ 
est little sister, who Is continually surprising us 
with her beautiful sayings. She always speaks 
so gravely, with a quaint air of womanliness that 
is perfectly chaiming. Last week I had her with 
me riding, nnd she was so pleased with the scen¬ 
ery, and looked out for a good while In silence, 
but at last turned to me and said, ‘Sister, isn't 
Gml good to make the trees and sky and flowers 
and everything so pretty ? And *^most alwajf 
thei-e's a little bird a singing.’ I thought that if 
we all would notice the ‘little bird singing.’ 
hearts w ould be lighter and smiles brighter,In 
this w eary world.” 
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THE CARPENTER S PUZZLE 


Ift the June number tteemed to me u uood one, 
und bothered me for one nlsrht, but lH*foro I got 
np in the morning all wan an eany an it was to 
<''olumbua'a friendn, when he showed them how 
Tf. balance an egg on end. How many of your 
.i'tle readers know how to do that? The puzzle 
;•> thin: "A ship had a hole (me foot square In 
r.er bottom; the carpenter had but one board to 
fi',1 it; the board was sixteen Inches long and 
nine Inches wide: he cut It in two pieces and fit- 
t-'d the hole: how did he do It:?” There are 144 
-qnare inches in a square foot and Just that 
many inches in the board; but the board is four 
inches too long and three inches too narrow. 
■*.'ar the board like a pair of sUiirs, beginning 
i nir indies from the top, and cutting fn three 
i.iChes, then down four inches, then in three 
■ nches. and down four, then out three inches. 
Then your lower stair will fit in the second niche, 
iut‘ second stair in the first niche, and the first 
-lair will lap on tothe top, making, theoretically, 
,U8t a foot square, but practically, I think there 
would be a losS from the sawing. In pap«?r, take 
i piece of the mentioned width, fold it in four 
' qual parts the long way, and In three equal 
^larts tlie short way, then niche as above, and 
". ou will have it. 

Let me give you a rule, which I deduce from 
^he solution of the carpenter’s puzzle, which I 
-••nt you yesterday, and which I think will work 
11 any measurement in square measure, provided 
ne length of your material, multiplied by the 
oreadth, will give the requisite number of square 
inches. The number of feet or inches in excess 
• >r the required length will give the length of 
ach stair; the number of feet or inches lacking 
1 width will show the width of each stair; thus, 
*-\18 gives each stair six inches long by six wide, 
aid the board is cut in the middle. 8x18, 6 is 
die excess and length of each stair, and 4 the 
Icrtciencv. showing the requisite width. 9x16 
gives 4 for the excess and 3 for the deficiency. 
This rule might work in enttin" paper to fit a 
r*lace. Fold any piece lengthwise in half, and 
widthwise in throe folds, and cut stairs, and you 
Aill have an oblong in the proportion of lieing 
ncreased half th(; length for one-thinl the 
Dreadtb. Or, the folds may be varied, but al¬ 
ways divide your width in equal proportions to 
the width desired, and the length thc^ same. If 
your piece contains the requisite number of 
square feet or inches, the rule will give any pro- 
piirtion desired. 

Priidy said she did not know how it was done, 
and if by this time none of you do, you will, I am 
sure, be much obliged to your friend, 

Antoinettk P. M'Lh.\n\ 


THE MAGPIE AND THE TOAD. 

Very curious things are related sometimes of 
the doings of birds and animals, which exhibit 
considerable mind and sense. The following 
was sent us, and is considered queer enough to 
print in this department. A mtigpie was ob¬ 
served at work in a garden, picking up pebbles 
and dropping them into a hole made to receive a 
post. Every time it dropped a pebliie in, it cried 
cur-rack. Upon examining the spot afterward it 
was found that there was a toad in the hole, which 
the bird was pelting for its amusement. The 
bird had probably seen some buys doing the 
same thing, and learned it ft-om them. 


No. 1.—CHARADE. 

My first, at the first and last stage of itsexistence, 
is helpless. My second is what we must all do. 
My third Is a common expression of a certain 
class of people. My whole is a root found in 
South America, which yields a kind of starch, 
from which is obtained a deadly poison and an 
article of food. C. A'. 


No. 2.—CHARADE. 

My first is bright green; pale green, second is 
found; 

Yet my whole is as brown as a nut, or the ground. 

My whole through my first does my second so 
fleet. 

When bright summer noodtide is glowing with 
heat. 

The miller my second and third feeds with corn. 

Yet my whole plagues the ikrmer, devouring his 
fawn. Jj. t. S. 


No. 3.—CHARADE. 

Mv first Is what the warriors do 
With my second to the foe. 

My whole* is the greatest poet you 
Or I shall ever know'; 

For there's never a thought you think is new 
But you'll find he “ told you so.” 


No. 4.—CHARADE. 

I am composed of four syllables. My first and 
and second form the name of a king sjiokrn of 
in the New Testament. My third and fourth arr 
pronouns. My whole is the name of a (frecu 
historian. 


No. 5.—FRENCH PUZZLE. 

Je suis le capitaine de vingt cinq soldals mais 
a moi. Paris scralt prls. df. •>’. 


No. 6.—DECAPITATION. 

Whole I am used in war. Beheaded I .am a de¬ 
licious fruit. Beheaded again. I am a part of the 
h(‘ad. Cut off ray first and last and I am a vc‘ge- 
table. 


No. 7.—QUEER QUERIES. 

1. What is that whicli grows in a tree, and has 
veins and pores, but no blood : whicli breathe!*, 
though it has no lungs; and which may be a 
skeleton, though it has no Ixmesr 

2. What is that which has got a seam that wa- 
nev'cr sc*w(*(l bv u needle; u shall tliat was never 
turned; a b<‘d thaf is never slept in; and a spirit 
tha' can never bo drunk. 
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No. 8.—ENIGMA, 


No. ll.-ENIGMA. 


Found long ago. yet made to-day. 
Employed wbllat othera sleep; 
What lew would wish to give away^ 
And none would wish to keep. 


I walked out ey)ecially to get a certain thing. 
I was glad w'hon I obtained it, yet no sooner did 
I get it than I found it impossible to endure it. 
and BO I walked home quickly to get rid of it. 


No. 9.^ENIGMA. 


No. 12.-ENIGMA. 


I am composed of 13 letters.. 

My 2, 3.13 is a quadruped. 

My 1, 4, 5. 0 is what a canary does. 

My 7, 8.12,13 belongs to the horse. 

My 10,11, 5, 6, 13 is something belonging to a 
door. 

My 9, 8,1,10 is something very convenient. 

My whole is what ought to m found in every 
home. 


What is that which we often knit, and alwa^ .- 
without needles; we cannot knit them singly, 
we must knit two at once; we only knit them to 
be undone, and yet w'e neither cut nor ravel them. 


ANSWERS TO CHARADES, JUNE NO. 

No. 18.—6’Aarotfe.—Garb-age. No. 19.—C7# r- 
rorfe.-Bone set. 


No. 10.—ANAGRAMS. 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY NO. 20. 


No. 1. Ten mad men. 

No. 2. No more stars. 

No. 3. Nice Ham. 

No. 4. A nice cold pye. 

No. 5. Golden land. 

No. 6. Fat reward. 

No. 7. Invest in ore. 

Men who own some of our cities. 

No. 8. K. Y. Rowen. 

No. 9. W. E. Kaumil. 

No. 10. O T. Dole. 

No. 11. R. P. Fieldings. 

No. 12. T. 8. Boon. 

No. 13. G. Nllsan. 

No. 14. K. Rov. 

No. 15. O. T. llamlin. 

No. 16. D. O. Nayt. 

No. 17. Col. B. 8umu. 

No. 18. N. Moore. 

No. 19. Philip A. Hade. 


(Sam JuNX Nuxbks.) 

What Comxs or Bxino Carilxss.— Somebody was 
careless. Somebody went out to the well to draw 
water, and left the cover off. Perhaps the same thing 
had been done before: but If It had, no one had been 
hurt by It. But this time some one was hurt. Wlllle 
and Susie were out In the meadow playing. A beau- 
Uful, bright buttertly came flitting along, stopping 
here and there to sip honey from the flowers. >\lllie 
W’anted to catch the beautiful thing, and so he stnrt^ 
off, hat In hand, and Susie alter him. You knoa* a 
butterfly doesn’t follow the straight path, but goes 
crls cross, all over the meadoas, anywliere he likes. 
Willie didn't look down at his feet, to see where they 
were going, until suddenly he felt hlmclf falling, 
down, down Into the cofd, dark well. Susie ran 
screaming to the house ; and her mother went out 
quickly, and called the man who was at work In the 
garden. The man got down Into the well, and i»oor 
Wlllle was pulled out. But he looked, as the man 
said, “like a drownded rat.” Then ever)l)ody said, 
“ AVho left the cover off ?” Nolxxly a'anted to oan lu 
because It came so near costing poor Willie his life. 

H. 0. C 


No. 13.-A PICTURE STORY.— The Loaded Gun. 



The Reading will be given In the next nnintwr. 


IF. 0, C. 
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THE LITTLE CORPORAL 

JOHN' E. MILLER, 

PUBUSinR AND PBOPBIETOB, 

No. 6 CaHtom Honoe Ploee* Chfcaco* III. 


All articles In “The Little Corporal” are 
written especially for it, and paid for at good prices. 
Though copyrighted, our editorial friends may copy 
into their papers, if they will, in every case, give credit 
to Tub Little Corporal. This notice is Inserted be¬ 
cause many articles Iiave been copied without creiUt. 


HOW TO REMIT. 

C^ieeks on Chicago. Philadelphia, NewTork Cltv,or 
Boston banks are b^t for large suras, made payable to 
the order of JOHN E. MILLER. 

Post Oflice money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county seat. In all the cities, and in many of the 
lai-gc towns. We consider them perfectly safe, and 
the best means of remitting fifty dollars or less, as 
thousands have been sent to us wUhotU any l(m. 

Registered letters, under the new system, are a venr 
safe means of sending small sums of money, where P. 
O. Money Orders cannot be easily obtained. 
the R*>gi^ry ft^9A well as postage, mnhi hf prt/d in 
¥amm, at the office where the letter is mailed, or it 
will oe liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 
Eny and i(ffU the ^atnps both for pontaye and regi/Ary^ 
put in the money and the letter in the pre>^nee of 
the poHtma^er, and take his receipt for it. Letters sent 
In this way to us are at our risk. 

Where you are sending owe do//ar and a half or lee% 
yon may send greenbacKs at our risk; where more 
than that sura is sent, either of above ways will be safe. 


THE POSTAGE on The Little Corporal Is three 
cents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine is received. 


THE NEW VOLUME. 

This number begins Volume Thirteen, 
and there are many whose subscriptions ex¬ 
pired with the last number, who, we tnist, 
will lose no time in renewing for another 
year. Now is also a good time to raise a 
club. Send a club if you can, but at any 
rate send yonr own name with the money. 
We don’t want to lose a single one of our 
8ub>cribers, for we think you cannot afford 
to be without The Cokpor.vl. If ixissible, 
we hojic to make the Magazine better and 
more attractiw than ever. 


THE 3IAP PRIZE. 

We have received a large number of map 
drawings of the State of Illinois, in com^K*- 
tition for the prize offered in the May num¬ 
ber. We are pleased to have such a good 
response to our offer. We expect to have 
other work for the boys and girls, of which 
we shall speak in another number. The 
award for the Map Prize will lie announced 
in the.August number. 


Specimen Numbers.— We are always glad 
to send copies of The Corporal to any who 
may wish to see it. If you know of anyone 
wiio you think ought and would like to take 
the magazine, plea.se send us the names, and 
a sample copy will be mailed free of charge. 


BIND THE CORPORALS. 

Every subscriber ought to preserve the 
numbers of The Corporal, an® have them 
bound in a neat volume, at the end of the 
year. Many of you do so, but there are 
others wlio live so far away from places 
where such work is done, that the expense of 
sending to the cities and towns is often more 
than the cost of the binding, making alto- 

S ether a very dear l)ook when it is all done. 

low, in order to meet the wants of such that 
do not live near where the binding can be 
done, I have had a lot of the Emerson Binder 
manufactured of special size for The Corpo¬ 
ral. This Binder is the best I have ever 
seen. It consists of stiff, board sides, with 
cloth back and gilt title, like an ordinary 
book cover or lids. It is so arranged that 
one number can be inserted and firmly fast¬ 
ened, and others added from time to* time, 
until the ^'ear is complete. It is so simple, 
and so easily done, that any child can do it. 

The price of the binder is sixty cents each, 
to be had at this office, or sent free by mall, 
upon receipt of the price. Send for ‘it, and 
try it, and 1 am sure you will love your mag¬ 
azine all the better for being kept together 
in a neat form. 


SOMETHING VALUABLE 

For Chnrclies and Bandar Bchools. 

A System of Schedules and Checks to cany'out 
a simple and efficient plan, hy which the revenue 
of any chnrch or Sunday school may be largely 
increased without being burdensome to those 
Interested. The books, checks, etc., necessary 
for working the plan cost $M), and will be worth 
hundreds of dollars to those using them. 

Any person in teres! ed, who win write ns, en¬ 
closing stamp, will receive a circular describing 
the plan. It is the same plan fhmished by the 
Evangelical Press Association, of which Gov. 
Claflin of Massachusetts is President, and Bishop 
Janes, Senator Wilson, Gen. Howard, Senator 
Buckingham. H. Thane Miller, Senator Harlan, 
and John V. Farwell. are among the Vice PTesi- 
dents, and 1 am General Agent. 

JOHN E. iMILLER, Publisher, 

Little Corporal Office, CHICAGO, TIL 


SOMETHING NEW. 

EVANGELICAL DIAMONDS. 


We are General Western Agents for the beau¬ 
tiful little Diamonds, issued l)y the Evangelical 
PYess Association. These Diamonds are really 
little, condensed tracts, the size ol. and made 
like, postage stamps, gummed on the back, and 
separated by i>erIorntlon, so that they ran be 
easily detacned and used just as von would use 
postage stamps. They may be stuck on letters, 
or anywhere else you may choose to place them. 
They may be used for counsel, reproof, or warn¬ 
ing. and properly used, may be made the means 
of doing great good. The matter of these Dia¬ 
monds Is printed in fine type, and the subjects 
are various. Some treat of the Christian Sab¬ 
bath, others are on the subjects of temperance, 
swearing, reading of good hooks, pnritv of life, 
prayer, etc. These little diamonds should be In 
the hands of all iieople who desirt* to do good. 
They may be so used as often to be more effec¬ 
tual than tracts, sermons, or lectures. 

These Diamonds are put up in convenient, as- 
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»ortfd packages, one hundred in an envelOjie, and 
BoUl at ten cents per packet. Discounta on large 
quantities. We can send them by mall, on re¬ 
ceipt of price. Address JOHN E. MILLER, 
Publisher, Cuicago, Iu., 


The June Number FREE.—Allnewsub- 
Bcribers to begin with the new volume (July) 
will receive the June number/ree. This will 
hcli» you raise a club. See the premium list 
in last number, and begin the work now. 
Terms $1.50 a year ; 75 cents for 6 months. 
Two names, at 75 cents each, count as one 
on list for premium. 


THE CORPORAL IN SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


We are sending The Corporal to a number of 
Sunday Schools at reduced rates, when taken in 
large quantities. Though not strictly a Sunday 
School magazine, vet Tuk Corporal’s mission 
1 m, as itM beautiful motto indicates, to fight 
against Wrong, and for the Good, the True, and 
the Beautiful, and thus furnishes reading matter 
eminently suitable for the Sunday School scholar 
or teacher. For terms to Sunday Schools ad¬ 
dress the publisher. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Any books noticed or advertised In The Little 
Coui*oral, win be sent by us, by mail, postpaid, on 
receipt of price. _ 

From Robert Carter & Brothers, N. Y.. through 
W. G. Holmes. Chicago, we have THE BABE 
AT THE WEDDING, AND Other Narratives. 
By Rev. P. B. Powers, M.A. A series of seven 
Story Sermons, pithy and suggestive, good read¬ 
ing for vouug or old. THE BAG OF BLESS- 
IX(;s. by the same author. A collection of 
spicy, little sketches, with taking titles and ad¬ 
mirable morals. “The Two Co-ops” is espe- 
ciallv good. WHAT 8HAWNY DID TO THE 
LKHITHOUSE. By S. J. Prichard. A sprightly 
little story for little folks, entertaining, and, in 
an innocent way. thrilling. BELLE POWERS’ 
LOCKET, by the author of the “ Bessie Books.” 
and DAISY MAYNARD'S FOUR PROMISES, 
anonymous, depict the every-day home and 
school life of girls eight or ten years old; and 
though, from the nature of the case, there must 
be much story upon little capital, they will in- 
tere.>*t and profit the class for whom they are 
intended. 

From I. P. Warren, Boston, through H. A. 
Sumner, we have THE HAND OF THE DILI- 
GENT. Reprinted from the English edition. 
The diligent hand, in this instance, is that of a 
lad who runs away to escape being drafted into 
the English army, but who seems to be a pretty 
L^)od boy and turns out well. JOANNA; or, 
Leakmno to Follow Jesus. By Marion Ha¬ 
ven. The story of on emigrant Imy and girl, in 
whose cliaracter and history the reader will find 
much tojidnilreand imitate. Price$l.d5. MAR¬ 
GARETS OLD HOME. By the author of “ The 
New' Commandment,” etc. The book shows 
what can be done, by quiet Christian effort and 
example, to reclaim the most unpromising char¬ 
acter-. Price $1.50. VIOLET AND DAISY; 
OK. The Picture wmi two Sides. By the au¬ 
thor of ’• Rosa Lindsay.” etc. A pleasant com¬ 
bination of stories within a story, whose style 
Is rather stilted, and whose characters are all 
faultless. Price $1.15. 

From the National Temperance Society, we 
have Jl'G-OR-NOT. by Mrs. J. M. Van Wright, 
who w ell presents the physiological and heredi- 


tar\' eflects of intemperance. HOW COULD 
HE ESCAPE ? Another good temperance tale 
by the same author, exhibiting the peril involved 
In moderate drinking. The stor>’, which claims 
to be strictly true, relates how a young man of 
splendid genius and culture was made a maniac, 
a criminal, and a suicide, by occasional and ex¬ 
ceptional indulgence in the use of ardent spirits. 
Price fl.25. REV. DR WILLOUGHBY AND 
HIS WINE. By Mary Spring Walker, author 
of “ I’he Famllv Doctor,” etc. A well-written 
story, sad and tragical enough to be true, and 
showing that wine Is no better for ministers than 
for other people. Price $1.50. 

From Henry A. Young, Boston, we have EARL 
WHITING. Bv the author of “ The Little Pea¬ 
nut Merchant.’^ The history of a nameless boy. 
who, by aiming at nothing short of doing his 
whole dutv to God and man, rose from the alms¬ 
house to tne judge’s bench. Price $1.25. 

LITTLE MEN, by L. M. Alcott, from Roberts 
Bros., Boston; S. C. Griggs, Chicago. Price 
$1.50. Nothing could havT^een more natural 
than that Little Men should follow' those charm¬ 
ing Little Women. We have read these books 
w ith great interest, and It would be difficult to 
say which has delighted ns the most. 

BATTLES AT HOME, by Mart C. Darling, 
from H. B. Fuller, Boston ; S. C. Griggs, Chicago, 
^ce $1.50. This story was first printed as a 
serial in Mtrnfs selected by Miss Al¬ 

cott, when she was editor of that pouular juve¬ 
nile magazine. It is a good story, full of life and 
interest to both boys and girls. 


The List op Local Rxwspapebs, published by 
Geo. P. Rowell A Co., Advertising agents. No. 40 Park 
Row, New York, otffers great advantages to ihuse ad¬ 
vertisers who wish to attract custom from the rural 
population among which the papers circulate. The> 
are furnished free to any address on receipt of stamp. 


Special Attention Is caied to the full page aU- 
vertisement of S. Bralnard’s Sons, Cleveland, Oldu. 
Wo cannot recommend their excellent publication' 
too highly, and feel safe In saying that for promptnea- 
in filling orders, and careful attontioo to the wants o4 
“ the Musical World,” they are not excelled by any 
music bouse In this country. We have several of 
their excellent publications on our table, which wv 
will notice In our next issue. 
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MY BOYS. 


BT MRS. E. D. KENDALL. 



5'^.^ HAVE a large family of them. 
' You would never guess how 
I many. 

* Six,” do you say 1* 

More than that. 

“ A dozen y” 

Aye, a score ; four score. That 
it. they were my boys once ; and 
liaving been minoonce, they will 
remain mine always. Fori have 
a right of ownership in them 
which I could not waive if I would, and—let 
rne tcarch my heart for one moment—yes, I 
may say it, which Twould not if I could. 

Can you imagine how I came by that right? 
Th«*y were all my pupils, at different times, 
and I directly influenced every one of them. 
More; l)y means of that influence, exerted 
so many years ago, I influence tlieni still, 
and shall to the end of time. So you see we 
are parts of each other ; I their keeper, they 
mine. 

And, apart from this mysteriou.s kinship, 
to me more sacred than even blood relalion- 
shiji, .since it takes liold nf the immortal part 
of their natures and mine, and involves, as I 
must believe, eternal is.^iie.s, they are mine 
because I loved them, and love them still. 

I wonder if they ever dri^med it ? if they 
ever thought of me as separate from my 
othce V a flesh-and-blood, earnest, friendly, 
warm-hearted, sympathizing woman ; one 
who was heartily interested in their suc- 
ces.-es; wlio sorrowed over their failures, 
when they had striven to do well; who 
grieved to punish the wrong, and pitied the 
wrong doer, while he justly suffered; who 
rejoiced over a noble act, done in the name 
of duty, w'hen temptations to be derelict and 
dishonorable w'cre most alluring; wlio long»*d 
for. and in s<*cret prayed for, the misguided 


ones so easily led astray, beseeching the 
dear All-Father, w'ho is omnipotent as well 
as tender, through sleepless nights, and w ith 
tears, often, to hold them back from ruin, 
and keep them truthful, pure hearted, and 
steadfast to the right, in the midst of the 
evil which was in the w orld. I wonder if 
they ever did ; and^'et I fear that most of them 
saw’ in me only Miss D., Master’s Assistant, 
hired to teach them grammar, geography, 
history, arithmetic, etc., at a salary of four 
hundred and fifty dollars per annum, and 
expected to spy out and report upon any 
breach of discipline which might occur dur¬ 
ing the occasional absence of the master from 
the schoolroom. 

O, boys, did you think of me so meanly ? 
If you could only know’ how I have longed 
to read the judgment of your maturer years, 
when memory has recalled to you that pa.«it 
in which your futures were conceived ! You . 
are men, now^ Mentally I call the roll of 
your names. Here you sit, in the dear old 
schoolroom, and twelve years ago seems only 
yesterday. Some of you fell upon the battle 
fields of the rebellion ; some of you are lost 
to me in the din and bustle of active life ; 
some are far away upon the prairies; and 
one or two—must I tell the sad story of 
your wrecked lives ? Not now'. We are 
back again in our old places; you in the 
sunny seats before me—was it not a pleasant 
schoolroom?—with your bright, boyisli faces, 
and I in my cushioned chair behind the little 
desk, which held, and, for aught I know, 
still holds, the record.** of those day.s’ doings, 
and the figures you reported at the close of 
each session, exponents of character and 
scholarship. Do you remember the tiny 
dots and ciphers, dashes and crosses, which 
stood to represent your various peccadilloes? 


according to Act of Congrffot. in the year 1871, by John E. Miller, in the Office of the 
Librarian of Congrtee^ at Waehingfou. 
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There they yet remain, along with their in- 
tei-pretation, upon the right-hand margin of 
the double pages, in that book you knew so 
well, labeled on the cover, “Recitations and 
Deportment.” And there are yonr names, 
every one of them. How many curious 
strangers, think you, have turned the leaves, 
and unerringly read from them your status 
as schoolboys, and predicted, with almost 
absolute certainty, your status as men, among 
men ? 

“Stand Ormond. Was that act gentle¬ 
manly ?” 

Ormond blushes. “ No, ma’am,” he re¬ 
plies. 

“ Civility and courtesy, my boy, cost noth¬ 
ing, and should be spontaneous. One may 
be a gentleman, without being in the least 
degree servile; and a true gentleman can 
never be a bad man. Remember that, will 
you ?” Does he remember it ? 

Opposite sits little Carleton, our plodder. 
Poor fellow I he has neither father nor 
mother, and he knows that his path through 
life will be a rugged one. But see, he is not 
afmid of difficulties, lie has set his will like 
a mnt to overcome them. Watch him for a 
moment; he is cognizant of nothing but the 
problems he is working out; how' he knits 
his brows and bites his pencil; then lays it 
down, and studies awhile, anxious to master 
not only the words of his rule, but their ap¬ 
plication to this particular example. How 
his face lights up ! he has it now, and there 
is the solution plainly figured out upon liis 
slate. Carleton never has any marks for in¬ 
attention. 

Twelve years ago? That boy is a naval 
constructor, now, in government employ. 

In the fourth row, seat five, sits Foster. 
Handsome, open forehead, light, curly hair, 
and roguish, blue eyes. Immediately in 
front of him is Martin, our model of deco¬ 
rum. The boys call Martin “Backbone,” 
he is so very straight, and so seldom deviates 
from an erect position. He has black eyes, 
firm, square chin, and long, wiry, black hair. 
Don’t tease him, for he has a little of the 
Indian in his disposition, as well as in his 
looks. He is quiet, clear headed, studious, 
and attentive; always has his lessons, and 
gives his answers in a few well-chosen words, 
grammatically, and with an odd precision 
almost old fashioned. 

This morning Martin has forgotten to be 
an automaton ; he is certainly uneasy, and 
find.s it necessary to smooth his hair oftener 
than is his wont. One lock in particular 
seems to trouble him sorely. He bites his 
lip, scowls darkly, and bends forward, a thing 


unprecedented; but his eyes are still upon 
his book. What can there be so puzzling in 
the history of Plymouth Colony ? Again he 
sits erect, but the lock of hair troubles him 
yet. Let us explore; perhaps we can find 
the source of Martin’s uneasiness in the scat 
behind him. I am suspicious of the rogue 
Foster, studious as he appears to be, and 
leaning over his open book. 

I walk carefully up the outside aisle; I 
seem to sec no other boys than those in the 
first two rows. Nevertheless, I am looking 
out of the corner of my eye at Foster, w hose 
right arm encircles his history, and whose 
fingers reach to the very front of his desk, 
against which Martin almost leans, in Ills 
perpendicular position. 

I ask Saunders, in the third row, not to 
move his lips while studying. I direct Wal¬ 
ters, in the first, to pick up a scrap of paper 
near his seat, and put it in the waste basket; 
but I am watching Foster all the time. Ah! 
I understand the game. 

Well, Foster, that happened twelve years 
ago, and if it will give you any satisfaetion 
now to know it, I enjoyed the joke of the 
thing quite os much as you did, notwith¬ 
standing the check I gave you. How well I 
recall the look with which you met my de¬ 
mand, 

“ I’ll take that w’oodpecker’s beak, if you 
please, Foster. You have tweaked Martin’s 
hair sufficiently, this forenoon.” 

You gave it up w ithout a word, conscious 
that you had been “ found out,” and know¬ 
ing that your checks ^ere deserved. I 
always liked you, Foster, in spite of your 
infractions of order, and the trouble you 
gave me w'hen the master was absent. But 
all! how much precious time you wasted, 
my boy. How many golden opportunities 
for culture and mental improvement you 
lost then, and lost forever. I don’t doubt 
you have thought of it many times siuce, 
with sincere sorrow. Have you ever 
recalled a little conversation you once had 
w ith Andrews, you w’ere leaving the school 
yard ? I overheard a part of it. 

“ Jem,” said Andrew's, “ I w ish I could 
commit to memory as easily as you. I’ve 
been trying to get to the head for the last 
four months, and have studied for it harder, 
I’ll warrant, than any other boy in the class. 
And here you, who can get your lessons by 
just looking at them, don’t care anything 
about being number one, and keep down, 
because you’d just as lief be at the foot as at 
the head. I don’t see why I couldn’t have 
been bora w ith yonr memory, and you with 
mine. It wouldn’t have made any diflercnce 
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witli you, but it would have made all in the 
world with me, for, you see, I want to get 
on in life ; and,” he added, “ I’m bound to, 
yet.” 

“ It is too bad, Walt, that’s a fact,” you 
replied ; ” for I don’t care a flg about place 
and number. I think one end of a string is 
just as good as the other.” 

I heard, the other day, that Andrew's had 
been offered a handsome retaining fee in a 
celebrated law case, and that he is considered 
one of the ablest law'yers in Massachusetts. 
He has ‘‘ got on,” probably, in the sense he 
meant; and you are still a clerk in Martin’s 
grocery store. Honest, they tell me, always 
pleasant, and popular w'ith Martin’s custom¬ 
ers, more so than he i.s himself. But answer 
me, now, what do you think about the two 
ends of that string, to-day ?” 

“ Lower the curtain a little, Findlay. The 
9unlight is too bright.” 

Poor Findlay, my Scotch lad! modest, 
good tempered, but not ambitious. And 
Davidson, the jolly-faced, loud-voiced, rough- 
spoken, hearty eare-for-naught. Not much 
alike, but firm friends for all that. They 
rest side by side at Chantilly—and the cur¬ 
tain is drawn. 

Dapper, little Symmes, too. How' neat he 
always looked ; clean collar, well-brushed 
liair, and shiny boots. No dog’s cars in his 
books; no smouches upon his drawings ; his 
])euman6hip clear and elegant. A proud 
boy, but a good scholar ; deportment—well, 
that was twelve years ago, and he fell at 
Knoxville, fighting bravely. Let nobody 
open the school record books ; but the dead 
past, let it “bury its dead.” 

Stand in your place, Abbott, the manly ! 
Ah! what glorious possibilities w'erc before 
you. How we trusted you. In your gray 
eyes w'as no falsehood. You scorned mean- 
ne.ss. You believed in “ Success.” I have 
llie composition youw'rotc uiM)n that theme, 
and shall always keep it; but it was the 
success which comes of fearlessly holding to 
the right. Thank God, you lived up to your 
l)elicf, in school and out of school, and hon¬ 
ored the religion you professed. Ah! the 
shadows come between us. I see your face 
but dimly now; your scat is vacant; you 
have “ gone up higher.” 

Even Kent wept over Abbott’s coffin. 
Would anyone have believed it? Abbott, 
llic boys all loved you; if you could only 
have known it in life. 

Kent! I used to tremble for the lad’s 
futui-e. I did not guess, until Abbott’s 
death, how soft a heail he had. One day, 
when I had kept him after school, to make 


up a deficient recitation, I had a little talk 
with him. I obeyed an impulse, and I believe 
now that it was God given. He says—can it 
be so ?—that it made a man of him. It may 
be; I had prayed for him more than once, 
and I know that God answers prayer. 

And yet, there is Fox; and there are Ben¬ 
ton, and Freeman; Morse, and Tewkesbury; 
and when I think of them, as I do often, my 
heart aches, and my weak faith wavers. 

The sun has set. I hear a sound of retreat¬ 
ing feet; they pass me as I sit at my desk. 
All is silent, now ; the schoolroom is empty, 
and I am alone. Can it be that twelve years 
have passed, and that my boys were men, 
long ago ? 

God bless them, wherever they may be. 
They will be “my boys” always. 


THE BmTHDAY\ 


BY E. M. OLMSTEAD. 

Five little fairies 
Met last night; 

Hyacinth, Rosebud, 

Tiny Eyebright, 

Daisy and Viol<jt, 

Dainty and white. 

“ Whom shall we choo^e ? 

Whom shall we choose 
They sang in a “ merry go round.” 

” To-morrow, twice three 
Dear Rut hie will be, 

And a fairy friend must be found. 

Come, sweet Lily Bell, 

We have chbgen you well, 

Come join in our ‘ merry go round.' 
To-morrow, twice three 
Dear Ruthie will be. 

And a fairy friend we have found. 

“ We charge you with this. 

Give Ruthie a kiss 
For each fairy friend of the past; 

And from May time to May, 

May every glad day 
Be happier still than the last. 

” Sweet incense of love, 

Her pillow above. 

You must bring to our darling each night; 
And ring your joy bells. 

When the bright morning tells 
That her blue eyes look out on the light.” 

Then the six little fairies 
Joined hands in a ring. 

And, tripping so lightly. 

This measure they sing, 

“ To-morrow, twf e three 
Dear Ruthie will oe. 

Sweet Lily Bell hasten 
Our kisses to bring.” 
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GIRLS OF THE FAR NORTH. 

BY SUj<AN COOLIDOE. 

Number Five. Sara Albertina Mansdotteu. Maria Magdalena Mattsdotteb. 


Fhu- names are common enough up here. 
Sara Albertina Mansdotter was the daughter 
of a rich Lapp, wdio had a herd of a thou¬ 
sand deer. When she was a young girl, she 
used to take lier turn in sitting up at night 
to guard tlie animals, this being necessary, 
for both wolves and bears abound on the 
mountains, and come down in w'inter, seek¬ 
ing what they may devour. Wrapped in her 
warm coat of reindeer skin, she would sit 
under the glittering stars hour after hour, 
with her looks tixed on the sleeping herd. 
Strange things she must have seen, some¬ 
times : perhaps, glaring in the darkness, the 
eyes of some hungry wolf, at which she 
sei' amed and roused the shepherds w'ith 
their long guns; or perhaps, on other nights, 
w hen everything w'as safe and still, w’onder- 
ful lights in the north, W'hen the aurora 
iMU'-alis had come out to dance, snapping 
and crackling, and long rays of blue and 
pink and fiery red shooting up into the sky. 
She was not afraid, for she w'as used to these 
marvels. By a thousiind signs, invisible to 
coinim>n eyes, she could find her way amid 
the naked w'astc> where her home lay, could 
meusure distances, and tell the time without 
a watch. 

“ What should we do w ith a watch in 
La})hindy” she said, laughing, in aft«r years. 

In our wild life they would always be get¬ 
ting l>roken. When we have followed the 
deer for miles, and it is so dark that we can¬ 
not see a hand’s breadth before our faces, of 
what U'<! w(jnld a w atch be ? We know that 
the herd Is safe, and that is enough. Then 
we lie dow n cm the snow' to sleep, and thank 
(hid that we have it to rest upon !” 

By and by Sara grew into a woman and 
w as married. As her father w as so rich, she 
probably had a grand wedding, and wore the 
prettiest top boots of reindeer leather, red 
rib)*uns braided in her hair, a feather pocket 
by her side, and wonderful embroidery in 
red threads up and down her blue woolen 
gown. This feather work is a thing the 
La]'ps pride themselves ui)on, and some of 
it is very l)eantiful. 

Dr* -sed thus, she felt, no doubt, a.s fine as 
any bride in silks and satins. After a while, 
a litih' girl of her own was born, and when 
\h<‘ t)ahy ^vas two or three years old, a grand 
resolution took posiiossicm of her mind. That 
was, to leave h«*r family and g** to Stockholm 


for two years, to study medicine and the care 
of the sick. There are no regular doctors 
in Lapland, and the good Sara knew that if 
once the necessary kuowdedge was hers, she 
could be of the greatest use to her people. 
So she bravely kissed her child, gave her to 
lier mother to keep, and, with her husband, 
set out for Stockholm. 

It w as a long journey, and performed most 
of the way on foot; but they got there at 
last. The noise and confusion of the city 
stunned and frightened her, used as slie w as 
to the loneliness and quiet of the mountains. 
The first day she was so unhappy that she 
could not keep from tears, and it w as only 
when she left the town and went to a dis¬ 
tant wood, where she could be out of sight 
and alone, that she became comfortable. 
Poor, little woman! 

But she didn’t lose heart, and went ti* 
w'ork courageously to learn what she needed 
to kitnw'. Her husband w as drowned, while 
crossing a river on his w^ay home, and that 
made her very sad for a time. Everybody 
was kind to her, and by and by she grew 
contented, though she did not cease to long 
for her beloved Lapland, and the day w hen 
she might return to it and to her little girl. 
She was never awkward and shy with peo¬ 
ple, but went about in fine parlors, clad in 
her droll costume with its brass and silver 
ornaments, as free and unembarrassed ns if 
among her mountain tents. 

She always carried, in the pocket of her 
gow'n, a funny, round spoon with a short 
handle, which had been the bridegroom's 
wedding present. 

She must have teamed all sorts of other 
things among the good, Swedish houso- 
keq^ers, besides nursing, such as cooking 
and taking care of a family, which would be 
of use afterward. Miss Bremer was kind to 
her, as to everyone else. She often had her 
at lier house, and it was there, during the 
second year of her stay in Stockholm, that 
she met Maria Magdalena Mattsdotter, a 
countrywoman of her own, who had eoim* 
to the city on a somewhat similar errand. 

Maria was a young girl, w hose family, like 
that of Sara, belonged to the class of w an 
dering Lapl)^, or Dwellers in Tents.’ 
Every summer they and their herd moved 
on the mountain'^ into Norway, toesca{>e’ the 
heats, and in the winters the> returned to 
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t lie neighborhood of the Angerman river, in 
Sweden, where, as it happened, was a smalV, 
native school, the only one in that district. 

There Maria learned to speak Swedish well 
and fluently. She also, under the teachings 
of the good missionaries, became religious, 
and longed to have all her friends so, too. 
As her mind widened, and her little stock of 
knowledge increased, she began to see how 
p>oor and degraded the people were about 
her, and how much their rights werc/abuscd 
and trampled upon by their neighbors the 
squatters. To have a good school estab¬ 
lished still farther north, where little chil¬ 
dren might be lodged and fed and taught, 
liecaine her greatest wish. She went about 
among the squatters and begged so hard 
that at last enough wood was contributed 
for a building, but there was no teacher and 
no money; and she decided to go to Stock¬ 
holm and “ sec the lyng about it.” 

The simple Lapps have but a faint notion 
of what a king is. They fancy him some 
mighty being, to whom all things arc possl- 
!>le. It is no wonder, therefore, that Maria 
should have fonncd such a resolution. The 
wonder is that so young a girl should not 
have shrunk from taking the journey alone ; 
for it was a long and terrible one —three hun¬ 
dred miks on nkote^! 

Her family all cried, and begged her not 
to go, for they thought they should never 
see licr again. But she was Arm, and buck¬ 
ling on her skates, set out alone across the 
snow. They watched the small figure till it 
was quite out of sight, and then tumed back 
sorrowful and silent to their tents. 

How many of our Yankee girls, do you 
think, would have done such a thing to 
secure a schoolhouse for the district “out 
west’’ into which their father had moved? 
Not many, I fear. 

Day after day the hardy little form sped 
«n'er the snow with quick and tireless feet; 
night after night found her sleeping with her 
deerskin cloak around her, a snowball for a 
pillow', as soundly and sweetly as if in the 
softest of feather beds. Her food she bore 
hy her'side in a bag. Cold and darkness did 
not frighten her ; and at last, after a w'cek of 
steady travel, she got to Getle, the tow'u we 
passed this morning, and there took passage 
in the stage for Stockholm. 

The newspapers had been full of her exploit. 
Plenty of people were ready to give her a 
welcchne, and among them, you may be 
sure, “Tante Fredrika,” to whom no chance 
tif showing kindness ever came amiss. It 
was there that she and Sara Allicrtlna met 
and made friends. It was droll to watch the 


two little figures trotting about the rooms, 
admiring the new' and surprising curiosities 
they contained. Among these was a glass 
case full of stufi'ed hummingbirds, which 
Maria thought were alive, until undeceived 
by Sara. But the next lime she came, some 
wicked wag of a gentleman happened to be 
on hand, who w histled and chirped so ex¬ 
actly like the birds, making the sounds 
appear to come from the case, that the poor 
little Lapp woman did not know what to 
believe. 

In her coat of green woolen stuff, dark- 
blue leggings, and fur boots, with her small, 
scarlet cap on her head, she had an audience 
of the king, and told him all her hopes and 
anxieties. He was very kind, and allow ed 
her to name two teachers for the future 
school, w’hom he promised should be regu¬ 
larly paid. He also listened to what she had 
to say about the squatters. With remarka¬ 
ble liberality of mind, Maria liad a favor to 
ask, also, for those same squatters, the natu¬ 
ral enemies of her race. It was that a num¬ 
ber of their orphan children should be put 
into some ai^ylnm. She had a list of them 
in her pocket, and the king promised to see 
what could be done. 

So, full of joy, she set out again on her 
long, homeward journey, having obtained 
all she wanted. Her skates she was to ])ick 
up at Gefle, W'here >he liad been compelled 
to leave them. Everybody bade her good¬ 
bye, with kind w'isliea and useful gifts ; and 
if, as the copybook.s tell us, “ Duty per¬ 
formed makes a rainbow in the sold,” I 
think there must have been one of the big¬ 
gest sort in that dear little Lai»p girl’s heart, 
as she turned her face toward the enuntry 
she had come so far to serve. 

But we must n«»t forgt t that ( veii w ishing 
carpets cannot travel as fast as the leleirrajdi, 
and that we have to cross the Atlantic before 
dark. So we will say goodbye to the little, 
Lappish shepherd. She doesn’t undeistand 
English, but wlam Jimmy sciueezcs hi< knife 
with his hand, he knows w hat ilud means 
extremely w’cll. 

Now' we untie our “conveynnec,” and all 
get aboard. Hey! presto! w'e are up and 
away, flying sails under our feet, the smoke 
of great steamships and huge ieeb«*rg> cruis¬ 
ing about, and here we are, drawing near to 
the dear, old Mas.saehusetts coast, and Willy 
is asking to be set down at Charlotown. 
Goodbye, Agnes; goodbye, Jack. I di'clare, 
it makes me quite sad to part from you; 
and if 

“ Ever aijidn yon ride abroad. 

May I 1)0 there to see." 
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FROM THE TOWER. 


On the top of my house there’s a tower, and the sides are all of glass ; 

And from it I watch the gathering shower, and the storm clouds, as they pass. 

For northward it looks over river and town, and village, for many a mile; 

And southward, the white-capped bay, far down to the lighthouse of Prudence Isle. 
On the far horizon a purple cloud and a deep-blue bank are seen; 

Then I know that the tempest is bursting loud o’er the steeples of Taunton Green. 
Next the sky broods darkly o’er Somerset, and the river below Broad Cove, 

Though the sun is sweetly shining, yet, on the May flowers in Ashley’s Grove. 

And above Mount Hope is a line of gold, and a band of safifron brown. 

That narrows away, as, fold on fold, the curtain of black droops down. 

Now' the mist sweeps up over Hospital Hill, and the first thing that I know, 

The arrows of rain, on my window pane, come clattering blow on blow. 

The budding orchards and tender grass, and cherry trees, snowy wliite. 

Through the leadened hue of the window glass, are hidden at once from sight. 

The Weetamoe Village, the creek and stream, and the cedared hills are there, 

But I scarce can catch a single gleam of their beauty, anywhere. 

Then I turn my eyes to the southern scene, and fair and plain below'. 

Are the Durfee meadow's, broad and green, where the dandelions grow. 

And over the foam of the angry bay, and the distant islands past. 

Through the far West Passage I see the way out into the ocean vast. 

And how glad I am, though loud and wide the rain and the storm winds lower, 

They never can darken every side of the w'lndow’s of my tower. 

There is something like this, I find it so. In the house where our spirits dwell; 

There arc tempests of trouble that gush as though they were storming our citadel; 
But I know that the Lord, for His mercy's sake, whatever shall us betide. 

Takes care that the sorrows that over us break come not upon every side. 

-\nd I am so glad that wc can be sure He always will have It so; 

It is 80 much easier to endure, when we know that the gales must blow. 

For if o'er the billows I saw’ no way out into a calmer sea. 

I’m afraid I should sink in the troubled bay, and the waves would go over me; 

And when the storm seems never to cease, and I cannot the gloom see through. 

If I could not Irpok off to (h^ JleUis qf peace. I know not what I should do. 


TO A TOAD. 

BY ELLEN PORTER CHAMPION. 


How grand, O, Toad, to dwell alone 
In pillared court of mos.-y stone, 

A roomy castle all your own. 

Rich drapiugs deck your drawing room, 
Web lace from Madam Spider's loom; 

And rare vines o’er your window’s bloom. 
You’re fond of art; your palace hall 
Is graced by sketches, large and small. 

In water colors on the wall. 

And mushrooms, quaint, adorn your park, 
Like pigmy statues, ghostly, stark. 

Coming and going in the dark. 

You’re proud; you boast a family tree, 
Tliough not tiSiwHess pedigree. 

You’re famed in poet history. 

Macbeth’s w'itches, cold and cruel. 

Slew' your ancient sire for grnel. 

Heedless of the precious jewel. 

Shocked at such sin, your life is spent 
Dreaming in dull bewilderment. 

In chronic dumps and discontent. 

Your life of some strange secret smacks. 
Say. have you tried to dodge your tax? 
Come now, confess, w’e want the facts. 


For though you love a lively hop. 

At ball or rout you seldom stop. 

In neighbor's house you never drop. 
Perchance you’ve erred, w’ith foolish freak. 
And now' you’re sitting, so to speak. 

On toad-stool of repentance, meek. 

Your classic head shows many a bump. 

But w'hcn you sit on stake or stump. 

Pray who can tell how far you’ll jump? 

You see the joke 1 Your solemn eyes 
Are fhll of speculation w ise, 

Winking in a mild surprise. 

You’re such a cheat; a subtle sinner! 
You're only planning for a dinner 
Of nice green bug, and how you’ll win her. 
TTlien. when you’ve dined, you'll nap aloue, 
While flies, grow’n brave, hum happy drone, 
And crickets chirp with merry tone. 

For lesser vermin are your spoil; 

You live, a monarch of the soil. 

By cunning art and trcachen>U8 toil. 

And summer evenings, calm and quiet. 
When beetles, black, are running riot. 

Like Luther, you're at wormtt for iliet. 
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SUMMER DAYS AT KIRKW0OD. 

BY MRS. EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 


Chapter II. 

For a few days Mrs. Harrington kept a 
close watch over Jubilee, and the dusky lit¬ 
tle nurse realized that she had found a mis¬ 
tress whose eyes were on all her comings and 
goings. As Dr. Gray had predicted, she sub¬ 
mitted without reserve to the new authority, 
and dropped her lawless ways to a degree 
that astonished Hannah. 

“ It beats me what’s come over that Jube,” 
she declared to Polly ; “ sometimes I think 
one way, and then ag’in I don’t know, but 
Mrs. Harrington always did have the won- 
derfullest way of tamin’ critters, ever sence 
she was a slip of a girl.” 

As for Jube herself, she treated Hannah 
with a lofty contempt that was amusing to 
the rest of the family, but dreadfully pro- 
yoking to the poor housekeeper, whose blood 
fairly boiled when Jube talked to her about 
“ yer mistis.” 

But Jube was faithful to the children— 
there was no doubt about that—and after 
the first week, Mrs. Harrington relaxed her 
vigilance, and Jube spent the long summer 
days in the woods and by the side of the 
lake, wdth baby and Joey, whom she enter¬ 
tained and amused with never-wearying pa¬ 
tience. Often the twins shared these ram¬ 
bles, filtting about like birds on their tireless 
feet; and sometimes Ruthle, in her “ good 
days,” was taken out to the woods, where 
she lay upon a thick rug, and watched with 
quiet delight the busy little creatures that 
seemed scarcely to heed her presence as they 
went on with their work and their play. 
Squirrels ran up and down the gray trunks, 
and chattered and scolded almost within 
reach of the thin, white hand that lay so 
still under the pale cheek. Beautiful wood 
birds hopped fearlessly near, and looked at 
her with round, wondering eyes ; great, blue 
dragon files darted about ; and shining bee- 
ties ran over the leaves and hid in the tufts 
of velvety moss. 

Much suffering had done for Ruthle what 
it often does for gentle natures, making her 
so deeply grateful for her rare days of free¬ 
dom from pain, that she seemed to live in 
one perpetual thanksgiving, and find an en¬ 
joyment in the pleasant things of the world 
which Wi\s almost beyond the understanding 
of those to whose hearty life nothing was 
denied. She was a wonder and a blessing to 
Jubilee, who was never tired of listening 


while Ruthie read the chapters she loved 
best from her dear, little, red-covered Bible. 
Her vivid imagination caught quickly at tiie 
picture of the beautiful city, the New Jeru¬ 
salem, which was so real to Ruthie that her 
eyes almost seemed to have looked upon its 
jasper and pearl; but, it must be confessed, 
the more practical parts of the book made 
less impression on her mind. 

Jube had her faults, which were certainly 
pretty deeply seated, and Hannah had been 
known to declare her belief that “ If Jube 
was groimd through a grist mill, you couldn’t 
break her of sneakin’ sugar out of the bowl.” 
Yet when in the generosity of her heart she 
offered Ruthie a share of the stolen sweets, 
that little missionary read the poor heathen 
so stem, so terrifying, yet so Imploring a 
lecture, that you might have trusted her 
from that day with uncounted lumps of 
sugar, and never found your faith abused. 

The-new boat was a source of unfailing 
delight. Day after day it bore its load of 
happy voyagers, to troll for fish about the 
little bays, or gather water lilies in the grassy 
shallows. The doctor went on his daily 
rounds, as usual, for people were sometimes 
sick, even at Kirkwood ; but Tom was mak¬ 
ing the most of his college vacation, and 
under his leadership some new' excursion 
w’as planned and carried out for almost 
every day. Tom had his own special boat, 
a swift, little craft that could skim like a 
bird over the water, and it was considered a 
great honor by the twins and Benny to be 
Invited to a seat in it, while Tom sent It 
shooting along with his strong and steady 
strokes. This boat was called the Swallow, 
and w'hen the wind was fair, she would often 
hoist her sail and take her larger mate in 
tow, carrying the whole party easily along, 
to the great satisfaction of Dick, w'ho did 
not fancy rowing half so well as sailing. 

” I think we might have a sail to the new 
boat. Uncle Tom,” he declared, almost every 
day. ” I know I can sail a boat; it’s nothing 
at all but just to hold on to a rope.” 

So after a good deal of teasing, Tom de¬ 
cided to give Dick a few lessons ; and they 
went out with the Swallow and sailed about 
the lake, until Dick fancied he knew' the 
whole art of managing a sail boat, much 
better, in fact, than his uncle. 

‘‘ I tell you,” he boasted to Benny, ” we 
had a pretty stiff run that last time, but I 
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held her close to the wind, and we just came 
down a spinning. I wasn’t a bit scared, but 
Uncle Tom thought we were going to cap¬ 
size two or three times. I don’t call him 
much of a sailor.” 

Benny listened with wonder and admira¬ 
tion, but he was a contented little soul, and 
having once been told he could not manage 
a sail, w as perfectly satisfied to paddle about 
the little cove, or help Dick with one oar on 
their longer excursions. 

One evening, wiien there was a fresh breeze 
blowing, it happened that Tom had gone out 
with the large boat to bring some tent poles 
across the lake, and did not get home until 
sunset. Dick was impatient at losing so fine 
a chance for a sail, and he went d^wn to the 
landing at least a dozen times, until at last 
he saw the boat in the distance. 

” I mean to put up the sail and go out to 
meet Uncle Tom, with the Swallow,” he 
declared to Benny. ” He must be awful 
tired, rowing so far, and I could tow him in 
as easy as nothing, just by tacking a little.” 

“Course you couldn’t,” said Benny; “if 
the wind blows you up there, it can’t blow 
you back again.” 

“ Ho ! that’s all you know about sailing,” 
said Dick. “ Now if I was to keep close to 
thewind”— 

“ 1 don’t sec how you can help keepln’ 
close to it,” said Benny ; “ It blows smack 
against you all the time.” 

“That’sa fiorffco/term,” said Dick,loftily. 
“ Yon don’t understand nortical terms, and 
so I can’t explain to yon how you can sail 
two ways with the same wind ; but I'm 
going to show you, if you look.” 

“ I wouldn’t go, I guess, Dick,” said 
Benny. “ Uncle Tom told you never to go 
out alone with the sail.” 

“ O, he said that before I knew how to 
manage it. I know as much about sailing 
now as he docs,” said Dick, confidently, as 
he unfurled the sail and let the little boat 
feel the wind. 

“ You’d better not say anything to mother 
until I get back,” was his parting injunction 
to Benny, “ women are always so fidgety 
about sail boats.” 

Away went the Swallow’ on her one white 
wing, leaning a little to the water and laying 
her course pretty straight for the row boat 
that was rising and falling in the distance, as 
the tired oarsman rode slowly homeward. 

Of course, as his back was toward the 
'shore, Tom saw nothing of Dick’s move¬ 
ments, until ho w’as startled from his day 
dream by a faint shout of “ Boat ahoy!” 
Looking quickly around he saw tlie Sw allow 


coming swiftly down upon him, only a little 
to the right, while Dick sat fearless and tri¬ 
umphant, holding the rope in one hand and 
the rudder in the other. The sail tugged 
hard, and Dick had wound the rope around 
his arm, that it might not pull away from 
him. 

“ Take care,Dick,’’called Tom, eagerly, as 
he saw the boat changing her course, “ your 
sail is going to jibe.” 

“ Well,” shouted Dick, coolly, “ that’s 
just w'hat I waut it to do.” 

There was no time for explanations. The 
words were hardly out of Dick’s mouth be¬ 
fore the sail came around with a tremendous 
sw eep, knocking Dick out of the way like a 
feather, and jerking him overboard as the 
mast snapped from its fastening, and the 
sail floated oflT, leaving the Sw allow to right 
herself, though half filled with w’ater. 

Dick had done a dangerous thing in wind¬ 
ing the rope about his arm, but it served him 
a good turn after a>l; for, after the first 
strangling plunge, he managed to cling to 
the mast until Tom, with a few’ swift strokes, 
came alongside and picked him up, thor¬ 
oughly drenched, but a good deal more mor¬ 
tified than frightened. The w’ater was n<n 
cold, and after gathering up the wreck of 
the Sw’allow and taking it in tow, Tom made 
Dick w ork an oar until they reached home, 
and the vigorous exercise kept him from any 
chill, for it was no play to keep time with 
Toni’s strokes. 

Benny had gone to the house, so there w as 
no one to witness the arrival of the mortified 
navigator, w’ho had gone out in such high 
spirits to tow home his uncle in the large 
boat. He helped Tom to fasten the boats, 
and shouldered one end of the tent poles, as 
they started on their march up the hill from 
the landing. 

“ Now', Dick,” said his uncle, as they IcA 
their load at the bam, “ you and I have a 
secret, which I can keep if you can. I don't 
see as it w'ould do any good to tell your 
mother you have been in the lake, and it 
would spoil all her summer’s visit, by mak¬ 
ing her uneasy whenever you were on the 
water. So I advise you to run up the back 
way to our room, rub yourself thoroughly 
with the hair mittens, and put on dry 
clothes.” 

Dick gave his uncle a grateful look, and 
darted around the corner just as Benny came 
running to the bam. 

“ Where’s Dick ? Did he tow you home ?*’ 
he asked. 

“ Gone to change his stockings,” said Tom, 
not minding the second question. 
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“ Ho ! did the Swallow ship water?” said 
Benny. “I knew Dick would get wet all 
over. Jim Dacres said his boat leaned so 
the oar lock just cut through the water.” 

Tom detained Benny until Dick had had a 
reasonable time for hie toilet operations, and 
then they all went to supper with keen 
appetites and such overflowing spirits that 
nobody asked any questions about the cruise 
of the Sw'allow. 

” To-morrow, if it is not too rough, we 
are all going to Crane Island,” said Tom, in 
his quiet way, which usually decided all 
points of question. 
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last year, and I w'ant to visit it before the 
young birds leave the nests.” 

” They are nearly grown,” said the doctor; 
“and you will have a fine day to-morrow, I 
think. I only wish I could go with you, but 
old Mrs. Dacres is sure to get a ‘spell,’ if 
I do.” 

“ lil see wiiat Hannah says about the 
lunch baskets,” said Tom, going out to the 
kitchen. 

“There’s stuff enough baked up,” said 
Hannah, with a scowi of dissatisfaction on 
her face ; “but there’s peas, and beans, and 
beets, and a sight of nice garden sass, all 



" Tom, with a lew swifi strokes, came alongside and picked him up.” 


“Are we?”‘exclaimed the children, with 
nothing bnt satisfaction in their voices. 

“ Art' we?” questioned Mr^. Harrington, 
in a tone that meant “ I am not at all sure 
about that.” “ How’ do you mean to get us 
there? You and the boys can never row' 
that distance.” 

“And you will never go in a sail boat; 
that is wiiat you arc adding in your heart, I 
knoNt,” said Tom, laughing. But siqipose 
I get Andy to tow* us all w ith his big sail 
boat, then help us row' back.” 

“ That might do,” assented Mr.s. Harring¬ 
ton, doubtfully. “T missed Crane Island, 


spoilin’ to be eat u]), and you a lunchin' 
about the wo<.kIs on cold vittels, instead •>! 
eatin’ your dinners like Ciiristians ; and the 
beautifullest roast of lamb for to-morrow." 

“Couldn’t we have the roust lamb in the 
woods ?” quened Tom, meekly. 

“ That show’s how' much men folks know 
about' cookin’,” answen'd Hannah. “ I'd 
like to see you and the Doctor eatin’ roa-l 
lamb w ithout mint sauce and hot plato.” 

And having relieved her mind by a fuw 
sharp word^^, Hannah straightway set !<• 
work and romsted lamb, and baked a ])anfiil 
of cream cakes, before she went to bed. that 
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every tiling might be ready for an early 
start. 

The morning proved delightful, and the 
wind not too strong, 8o the baskets were 
packed directly after breakfast, and shawls, 
waterproofs, and boat cushions carried down 
to the landing. One thing added greatly to 
the happiness of the whole party—Ruthie 
was to go with them, for her health had con¬ 
stantly improved, and Tom had arranged a 
high back to the seat in the stern of the 
Sw'allow, where Ruthie could sit as easily as 
in her cushioned chair at home. 

Andy was a Yorkshireman, and an old 
sailor, wdiose odd w ays were a source of great 
amusement to the whole family at Kirkwood. 
He w as on hand with his sail boat, the Mer¬ 
maid, but not until at least an hour after the 
time agreed upon, one of Andy’s peculiari¬ 
ties being an obstinate habit of never quite 
keeping a promise ; for, as he insisted in his 
queer Yorkshire dialect, “a pro-mu8 mvm 
hike poU'crust, made to be broken.'' 

The party was soon arranged, all the bas¬ 
kets and luggage going in the sail boat, where 
Benny also begged leave to ride ; Tom w ith 
Ruthie in the Swallow; and Dick with his 
mother and the twins in the Loon. A few 
strokes with the oare took them away from 
the landing, and they were soon out wliere 
the sail boat could feel the wind. When the 
sails were put up, the oars taken in, and the 
Mermaid moved swiftly away on her course, 
towing the small boats after her, Tom and 
Dick put out thc trolling lines to catch some 
fish for dinner. 

These trolling hooks are like three large 
fish hooks lashed together so that the barbs 
project In dififerent directions ; the line is 
very strong, and, besides, the hook has a 
piece of tin, shaped somewhat like the bowl 
of a spoon, fastened to the end. No bait is 
used, but as the line is thrown from the 
stem, it unw’lnds and floats away behind the 
boat, the motion causing the spoon to revolve 
rapidly, so that it looks very much like a 
small fish swimming along. At any rate the 
greedy pickerel and bass seem to think so, 
for they rush at it with open jaws, and fas¬ 
tening themselves upon the hook, arc drawn 
rapidly into the boat. 

Dick’s line was hardly unwound from the 
reel, before a fish was tugging at it, and a 
great, ravenous-looking pickerel came floun¬ 
cing along through the water, as Dick drew 
in steadily, taking care that his line did not 
slacken, until he landed it with a bounce in 
the liottom of the boat. 

“Ugh!” said Mrs. Harrington, “it looks 
like an alligator. I feel like saying, as the 


Irishman did to his horse when he got his 
foot in the stirrup : ‘ Path, thin, if ycr goiu’ 
to git up. I’ll git down.’ ” 

“ Throw it into the Mermaid,” said Tom ; 
“she has a fish box.” 

And Dick gave the slippery monster a to.ss 
that sent it clear over the Mermaid into its 
native element, where it doubtless enter¬ 
tained its friends with an account of its 
thrilling adventure. 

Tom, however, was more fortunate, and 
caught tw'o fine bass, after w hich the lines 
w'erc taken in. 

The water of the lake was a pale green, 
and even where it was twenty feet deep, you 
could sec the bottom, like a lovely garden 
of strange plants. Long, branching mosses, 
like green coral; graceful, feathery plants, 
whose thick plumes were studded with 
myriads of tiny blossoms; beautiful leaves, 
floating like little boats upon the surface, 
anchored by slender threads of crimson to 
the wonderful depths below; while in and 
out, among the groves and grotto.s, the fish 
chased each other in sport or in warfare. 
Sometimes the bottom was all a gleam of 
golden sand, and sometimes they seemed to 
be sailing over another heaven of cloudy 
mountains and blue, fathomless sky, so per¬ 
fectly was the beauty above them reflected 
below. Ruthie was lost in quiet happiness, 
the twins dipped their hands in the water 
and chatted incessantly to each other, Benny 
talked “sailor” with Andy, and Mrs. Har¬ 
rington kept a watchful eye on them all, and 
could not quite forget her distrust of that 
dreadful sail boat, though it was towing 
them so peaceably along. 

“There’s Crane Island,” shouted B<nny, 
from the prow of the Mermaid, pointing to 
a liUle island almost circular in its outlines, 
and covered to the very water's edge with a 
magnifleent growth of trees. 

Sure enough, the cranes could plainly be 
seen sailing about over the tree tops, and 
coming in every direction from their fishing 
excursions, their long, slender legs stretch¬ 
ing out behind them as they flew. 

There was one house on the island, a rude 
cabin, where a hunter lived a sort of hermit 
life ; and as the boats drew' near the shore, 
half a do7.en dogs rushed dowm to welcome 
them, with a chorus of barks and yelps. 
The trees grew so close together that not a 
ray of sunlight found its way between the 
branches, and in the dense shadow a dauk 
growth of strange wild plants flonrished. 
The light, black soil let the foot .sink ankle 
deep at every step, and as they walked along 
they heard above their heads strange sounds. 
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like the growling and snapping of wild 
beasts. 

“ Why, the nests are in the tops of the 
trees ! ” exclaimed Rose, looking up in 
astonishment. 

“ To be sure,” said Tom, “ where did you 
suppose they would be ?” 

‘‘ Why, along on tlie ground, like swan’s 
nests,” said Rose; ” and I thouglit the 
cranes would be standing in rows on one leg, 
all around the island, like they do in the 
pictures in my natural history.” 

“ There’s a nest,” said Benny, pointing to 
what looked like a handful of loose sticks 
laid carelessly across some branches at the 
very top of a tree. 

They clapped their hands, and immediately 
three young birds, which seemed to be stand¬ 
ing on the nest, stretched up their long, bare 
necks, Happed their wings, and barked at the 
visitoi-s like young puppies, while the mother 
bird sailed uneasily over their heads. 

” What ucly creatures,” said Lillie, ‘‘and 
what a nest! Why, I should think they 
would fall through and break their long 
legs.” 

They walked around for some time, clap¬ 
ping their hand.s to startle the young cranes, 
until the whole island seemed to be in a 
commotion. 

The man who lived there told them that 
there were probably nearly three hundred 
cranes living on the Island. 

‘‘Do you find them pleasant company?” 
asked Tom. 

‘‘ Not so bad,” said the man ; “ they mind 
their own business, and I mind mine, and we 
get along i>eaceably together. Visitors used 
to come here and shoot the old birds, and 
carry off the young ones, but that’s stopped 
now ; nobody is allowed to trouble them.” 

‘‘What do they catch?” asked Benny, 
standing by the shore and watching the old 
birds constantly coming In from all directions. 

‘‘ Small fish, mostly, and frogs. They’re 
great on frogs, and they’ll stand In a shal¬ 
low, grassy place for an hour, as still and 
solemn on their long, slender legs, but the 
minute a frog shows hla head, he’s gobbled 
up. They fly a long way, and well they can 
with such wings—they measure about six 
feet from tip to tip, I reckon.” 

The hunter Invited them to take their lunch 
In his cabin, or in the clearing around it; but 
Mrs. Harrington secretly shared Lillie’s feel- 
ing of disgust toward the uncanny creatures, 
and so the boats were reloaded and rowed 
across to a sandy beach on the shore of the 
lake. A fire was quickly kindled, the fish 


dressed and nicely broiled, a pall of water 
from the lake cooled with the ice which had 
made the voyage safely in its woolen blanket, 
and a dinner that might have tempted tlie 
daiutiest appetite, made ready upon the cloth 
under the grand, old trees. 

Benny brought leaves of oak and maple, 
while the busy fingers of the twins wove 
them into wreaths and baskets and plates for 
the decoration of the table, the golden brown 
of the cream cakes and the delicate red of 
the wild raspberries being finely set oflf by 
their emerald dishes, that needed neither to 
be washed nor packed away. 

While the dinner was preparing, Tom 
brought from the boat a hammock, which 
he hung between two trees, and here, with 
her pillow, Ruthie swung and dozed, like a 
tired little bird In her nest among the 
branches. 

When the dinner was over, they rested, 
and talked, and sung, and toward evening 
rowed home in the Loon and Swallow, leav- 
ing the Mermaid to shift and tack, and get 
back slowly as best she might. 

The day had been one of unmlxed pleasure, 
blit as they neared the landing, Mrs. Har¬ 
rington began to think a little uneasily of 
Joey and the baby, left for so long \o the 
care of Jubilee. She little guessed what a 
commotion had shaken the house and the 
whole village during her absence. 

[To be continued.] 


ANOR’S PRAYER. 

BY ELLEN PORTER CUAMPION. 

Of what is my Anor a dreaming. 

As she watches the sunset, to-night ? 

Through the changing clouds, purple and crim¬ 
son, 

Then golden with glorious light. 

She sees the bright hues, gleaming brighter. 
Broad flash, ere they flicker and fade. 

Till dim, and more dim grows the sunshine. 
Deeper and deeper the shade. 

She’s solving, with blue eyes dilated, 

A problem oft pondered before. 

As she whispers, “■ The sun’s gone to heaven. 
And now they are ahutting the door. 

“ Once I was afraid of the shadows. 

When the light faded out from the skies; 

Now I know the kind angels watch o'er me ; 

The beautiful stars arc their eyes. 

“ 1 think they look in at my window, 

And smile when I’m saying my prayer. 

And I ask them to take me to heaven. 

For darkness can never come there.” 
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BOB’S WILDCAT. 

BY HARRY CASTLEMON. 

“I know it’s a wildcat,” said Bob 
Corwtn, so excited that he could scarcely 
speak plainly, “ Mark my words, girls ; 
he’ll wish he had let your chickeus alone, 
before we are done with him. We’ll not 
come back without him, if we have to follow 
him clear up to Lake Superior.” 

” Now, do be careful, boys,” said Mrs. 
Corwin. “ If it should really prove to be a 
wildcat, he may make you wish you had let 
hm alone.” 

There was a great flurry and fuss in the 
kitchen of Mr. Corwin’s farm house. Two 
impatient, young sportsmen, with their 
trousers tucked in their boots, and their 
double-barrels on their shoulders, ran fran¬ 
tically about, calling for missing powder 
horns and shot pouches; two eager and 
excited young ladies, about thirteen years 
of age, shouted words of advice and warning 
to the hunters, who were too deeply inter¬ 
ested in their own affairs to pay the least 
attention to tliem ; and two large fox hounds, 
Bugle and Louder, bounded re>tlessly about 
the floor, knocking over chairs, and barking 
ind whining furiously. Something unusual 
had been going on ; and what it was can be 
told in a few words. 

Bob and Luke Corwin, and their two 
Bisters, Bertha and Beltie, were the children 
of an Arkansas stock raiser. Their parents, 
who believed in making home as pleasant as 
possible for them, encouraged them to take 
an interest in the affairs of the farm, and 
now and tlien presented them with a horse, 
or cow, or a brood of chickens. At the time 
of w'hich I write. Bob and Luke pointed 
with pride to a drove of ten sidcndid horses, 
their own property, to be used as tliey 
pleased; and the girls owned several cows, 
a respectable flock of sheep, and all the hens 
and chickens. 

These chickens were a source of constant 
trouble to Bertha and Bet tie. They w'atched 
over tliem with the tenderest care, and when 
any of them wefe missing, (and that happened 
very frequently, for the woods about the 
plantation were filled witli foxes, minks and 
raccoons,) they made a terrible ado about 
it. Of late, the chickens had been disap¬ 
pearing very rapidly. A portion of them 
persisted in roosting in an apple tree near 
the barn, and every night something thinned 
out their numbers. Finally, Bertha could 
stand it no longer, and one day slie said to 
her brothers, 


“ It is really too bad. Here are our chick¬ 
ens being stolen and devoured every night, 
and you two boys don’t do a thing to pre¬ 
vent it. There is no excuse for you. You 
are both good marksmen ; own a couple of 
hounds that yon say can’t be beaten at any 
thing; and are always boasting of your skill 
as hunters. Here is an opportunity for you 
to make an exhibition of it.’’’ 

‘‘It’s the owls,” said Luke, thrusting his 
hands into his pockets and looking very 
wise. ” If it were a fox or ’coon, the 
hounds would scent him when he comes 
about, and make a fuss. You wouldn’t ex¬ 
pect a fellow' to sit up all night to shoot an 
ow l, w'ould you ?” 

The boys, how'cver, were quite as anxious 
as their sisters that the robber should be 
captured or killed, for it was a reflection on 
their reputation as hunters, that such things 
should be allowed to go on. That night 
they set tw'o of their fox traps under t:i • 
tree, attaching a clog to each, and covering 
them over with leaves, so that they coubl 
not be seen, and went to bed satisfied that 
in the morning one point, at lca.st, would 
be settled. If the robl)cr was an owl, th*' 
traps, of course, would do no good ; but if 
it was a fox or ’coon, he would certainly get 
caught ;.and if he dragged the traps off, they 
would put their hounds on the trail and f< 1- 
loAv him up and shoot him. 

The family was stirring bright and vurly. 
The girls counted their chickens, and the 
boys went out to examine their traps. Tlie 
chickens W’ere all there, but the trap.s were 
not. Something had got into them durhig 
the night and dragged them off, clogs a’ld 
all. Bob and Luke, of course, became highly 
excited at once ; and while they were look¬ 
ing about to find some sign that would 
enable them to tell what the animal w.i-. 
Bob discovered something that made him 
open his eyes. It was nothing more than 
the print of claw's upon the bark of the tree : 
but that told him all he wanted to know. 

” Luke,” he exclaimed, almost breatlv 
lessly, “no coon'.s claws ever made tho>' 
marks. It’s a wildcat.” 

Luke whistled long and loud. A wildf a* 
was a thing that was not met with cv( y 
day, even in that wild, thinly-settled part d 
Arkansas; and here was an opportunity 
that might not occur again for years. If 
they succeeded in shooting the wildcat, 
couldn’t they hold their heads high, and 
look down upon the other boys in the t- 
tlement, who confined themselves to such 
small game a.s foxes, ^coons and turkeys*" 
Luke gave just one glance at the tree, and 
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then started for the house at the top of liis 
speed. 

You can iina^nc what'a bustle there was 
in that kitchen, and how impatieut the boys 
were at those little delays, that are certain 
to occur when one Is in a great hurry. But 
they were ready for the hunt In a few min¬ 
utes, and too excited to hear the words of 
caution which Mr. Corwin shouted after 
them, they dashed out of the house and ran 
toward the stable. In less time than it 
takes to tell it, two fleet, little ponies had 
been saddled and bridled, and the boys were 
galloping post haste toward the ai)ple tree. 
The houuds reached it before them, and 
Bugle, scenting the trail of the wildcat, 
lifted his head and howled dismally. 

“ Hunt him up!” yelled the boys in con¬ 
cert. “ Hunt him uj)! Be oft', sir!” 

The hounds did not wait for a second 
command. With heads down and tails up, 
they bounded off on the trail, making the 
plantation ring with their deep-toned baying. 
The young hunters were in their clement 
nn\v. Putting their poni(!S into a gallop, 
tin v followed close after the hounds, swing- 
jiig their hats around their heads, and shout¬ 
ing and whooping like a brace of young 
Indians. Across the ixisturc they went with 
reckless speed, through fields of wheat and 
' (u n, and over fences, which the staunch, 
little horses cleared as easily as birds on the 
wing, and finally they entered the woods, 
w'liere the hounds disappeared from their 
view. For an hour the chase continued, and 
then the music of the dogs changed to a 
-luick, impatient yelp, telling the young 
Ininters that the game had been overtaken, 
and brought to bay. The ponies Were urged 
forward w ith increased speed, and in a few 
minutes the boys came within sight of a 
huge tree, that had been thrown down by 
the wind. In failing, the tree had pulled 
up a portion of its roots, thus forming a 
deep cavity in the earth, one side of w hich 
was concealed by thick bushes and briers. 
The hounds stood on the edge of this cavity, 
iiarking fiercely at the bushes, every hair on 
Ih'-ir backs sticking straight up, and their 
whole appearance indicating great rage and 
excitement. The game was near at hand, 
and now the hunt began in earnest. 

Tlie boys had never hunted wildcats, but 
tlu-y had lived among them all their lives, 
and had heard enough about them to know 
that they si)mctimes proved very unplca.sant 
f llow'.s to have around ; and it is no wonder 
that their hands trembled as they drew’ up 
tlc ir iKuiies and cocked their guns, or that 
l.r.kc’> voice was a little unsteady as he >aid. 


“Now, Bob, it’s time for us to exercise 
caution.” 

“I’m not afraid,” replied Bob, who was 
like four-cent sugar—ali grit. “I’ve got a 
good horse under me, and twelve buckshot 
in each barrel of my gun.” 

“So have I; but if the wildcat jumps out 
on us before we have a chance to use our 
guns, what good will the buckshot do u^ V 
Keep close behind me, and be ready to crack 
away the moment he shows himself.” 

Luke began riding slow’ly around the hole, 
keeping his eyes fastened on the bushes, and 
holding his gun in his hand, cocked and 
ready for instant use; but the wildcat did 
not come out, and although they carefully 
examined every part of the thicket, they 
could not discover him. Again and again 
they made the circuit of his hiding place, 
approaching a little nearer each time as 
their courage increased, and presently Luke 
8t(»pped his horse, and, after regarding the 
bushes intently for a moment, sw’ung himself 
from his saddle. Dropping on his hands and 
knees, he crept cautiously to the edge of the 
hole, and, after another short examination 
of the thicket, said, in an excited wliisper, 

“ I see him !*’ 

Bob also discovered something at tne same 
moment—a portion of the body of a large, 
tawny animal crouching at the foot of the 
log; but before he could rai'-e his gun, there 
was a crashing in the bushes, and the game 
sprang out in full view of the astonislo d, 
young hunters. Then they found that it 
was not a wildcat, but something much 
more to be feared. It w'as a full-gn»wn 
panther. The fox traps were fast to both 
his fore feet, and the chains and clogs w ere 
still attached to them; but he did not "eem 
to mind their weight in the least. There he 
was, crouching low on his belly, like a eat 
about to spring upon a mouse, his ear.> laid 
back close to his head, and his glaring eyes 
fastened upon Luke, who lay within five 
feet of him, so comjdetely overcome with 
terror that he could not move hand or foot. 
Bob saw and realized his brother’s dancer, 
and for an instant he was deprived of all 
power of action. But it was only foi an 
instant. When he saw^ the panther lashing 
his sides with his tail, and drawing his feet 
under him preparatory to springing upon 
his victim, Bob's gun rose quickly to his 
shoulder, his eye flashed along the clean, 
brown tube, and just as the savage beast 
arose in the air, he received the contents of 
the double barrel in his side, and fell quiv¬ 
ering to the ground. The buckshot had 
saved Lifke’s life. 
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It was fully a quarter of an hour before 
the young hunters recovered from the effects 
of tlie fright they had sustained. They sat 
on tlie ground looking at one another and at 
their prize, and their voices trembled as 
they talked over the incidents of the hunt, 
and Luke’s hand shook as he lifted tlie pan¬ 
ther’s paws, and examined the claws and 
teeth, from which he had so narrowly 
escaped. In two hours from that time the 
panther was l>*ing on Mr. Corwin’s porch; 
an excited family was gathered about it, and 
Bob was leaning on his double barrel, smiling 
modestly as he listened to Luke’s glowing 
description of their morning’s adventure. 

The panther is now stuffed and mounted 
on a pedestal in Mr. Corwin’s library. He 
looks quite as savage as he did on the 
morning when the boys first discovered him, 
and always goes by the name of “Bob’s 
WUdeat.” 


LITTLE TEASE. 

BT OBOROE COOPER. 

Hiding her grandmamma’s knitting away, 
Teaching the kittens their letters, in play, 
Olambering up to the table and shelf. 

Having a tea party all by herself. 

Quiet a minute, in mischief, no doubt, 

Pulling the needles and thimbles about, 
Sewing her apron, demure as you please; 

Any one got such a dear little tease? 

Printing her hands in the soft, tempting flour. 
Tumbles and bumps twenty times in an hour; 
Tangling the yarn and unraveling the lace. 
Doing it all with the prettiest grace. 

Mother is scolding her very bad girl, 

Says that she sets the whole house in a whirl; 
Looks at her pouting there, down at her knees, 
Clanps to her heart again dear little teaze. 


TURNING THE GRINDSTONE. 

BY A. H. POE. 


Creak, creak, the lazy, old grindstone, 

I can make it go I 
What's the use of grinding at all, 

If you have to grind so slow? 

O. how bright my hoe is getting! 

.See the water run! 

A perfect river. Isn't it funny 
That turning keeps it on. 

Creak, creak, I tell you I'm going 
To hoe my row of peas; 

,\nd grandpa’s given me some onions— 
There, I had to sneeze. 

If I could get my breath a minute— 
Grandpa bears on so— 

This awful grindstone is so heavy, 

I guess I will turn slow. 


“MEG’S BABIES.” 


BY JEANETTE L. THOMPSON. 

“ It’s the best of good wishes I give you, 
my darlin’ I and myself would be glad if 
every one of them was a gould dollar lying 
at your feet waitin’ for the pickin’ up, Meg, 
dear; and may the Holy Virgin shower 
blessings on yes all, as thick as the praties 
grow at home!’’ and Mrs. O’Flaherty be¬ 
stowed an affectionate embrace on Meg and 
little Jacky, and a compassionate glance at 
the baby, as she left the room. 

As she passed under the window, she 
stopped to talk to another woman living in 
the court. 

“ How are the poor childer?” said Kitty 
Sullivan. 

“ Well then, it’s wonderfnl to see the way 
Meg has with her, the crathur! But the 
childer is it ye’re askin’ after ? Throth thin 
it’s nayther of thim she’ll be aft her raisin’. 
It’s pinin’ away they are, delicate, little 
crathurs. Sure, I’m thinkin’ their mother 
does be afthcr callin’ them. Meg’ll be bet¬ 
ter off without them.’’ 

Meg shut the window, and sat down with 
a sick feeling at her heart. She laid the 
sleeping baby down, and tried to look with 
stranger’s eyes on her and little Jacky. 
Yes, they did look thin and pale—very 
pale—why hadn’t she seen it before ? Weli, 
the room was dark—that was the reason ; O 
yes, of course. Out in the sunlight they 
would look different. She couldn’t see well 
in here. 

“ I’m going to take baby out. Will Jacky 
come too 

The child looked at her wistfully with his 
big, blue eyes. “Yes, Meg; but the boys 
tease me so.” 

“Not w'hen I’m i^’ith you, dear?” 

“No,” he said, doubtfully. 

So, with the baby in her arms and Jacky 
clinging to her skirts, Meg crossed the aourl, 
passed through the filthy alleyway, and, for 
the first time since her mother’s death, 
walked a little way down the street, and 
seated herself on a rickety flight of w ooden 
steps, leading to the upper story of the 
corner tenement. She tried to coax Jacky 
to run up and down in the sunshine, but he 
moved very languidly, and soon came back, 
and creeping up to her side, laid his head in 
her lap and went fast asleep. 

Meg sat there trying to form some plans 
for the future. Her father away—heaven 
only knew where ; her mother and little 
Rosy dead; the rent paid up till the next 
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week ; and a dollar and a half in her mother’s 
old purse ; that was all she had in the w orld 
for Jacky and the baby. She tried to plan 
ahead, but somehow she could only think of 
Bridget O’Flaherty’s words, “li’s nayther 
of thim slie’ll be afther raisin’.” She found 
herself saying them over and over, “ Meg'll 
be better off without them,” said Kitty Sulli¬ 
van. O, the fool! ” Better off without 

them!” why, they were all she had! She 
l>ent over the sleeping children, looking 
eagerly in their faces. Their wasted, little 
Iiands, the transparent, white skins with the 
blue veins showing through, the purple 
shadows under their eyes—O, she had been 
blind, blind. Somebody touched her hand. 
She looked up to see, standing before her, a 
ro.sy-cheeked child about Jacky’s age. 

‘‘ Why you cry, gail ? Has you been bad 
when they kayled you hair? My mamma 
wliippcd me once when I was naughty gail; 
I never cried. I want to see you baby.” 

“Who are you?” said Meg, rathek* bewil¬ 
dered. 

“ Peggie Lung, Coosie Loomic, papa’s 
Daisy, Nellie’s Blossom, mamma’s good, 
little Gail. I’m agoin’ to my country; 
'cause my sister Mamie’s sick. God, He’s 
goin’ to make her all well up again to my 
country. Poor, little baby !” 

“Miss Maggie, whatever are you doing 
here?” cried a panting scr\’ant. “.Your 
mamma’ll w'hip you, and the big boat’ll 
leave us behind. Come, hurry!” and she 
caught the child up in her arms, and ran off 
with her, Little Golden Hair calling back to 
Meg, “ Bring you baby to my country. God, 
He'll make it all well up again.” 

Jacky ^pokc up, quite erect, his eyes wide 
open, “ O, Meg, let us go,” he cried. “ What 
is country? Do let us go, Meg, and take 
baby." 

“ Why, Jacky, don’t you like it here?” 

“ Not much,” the child said. “ They fight 
and scream so loud, and it smells so, here. 
Dear Meg, w’on’t you let us go to country ?” 

“ Yes,” she said, suddenly standing up, 
“ come home now, dear, and go to sleep early, 
like a good boy, and we’ll all go to-morrow. 
Jacky and baby and Meg, we’ll all go to the 
country.” 

“Yes, we’ll all go,” sang Jack, “to a 
country ; we’ll all go.” 

All that evening Meg worked hard, wash¬ 
ing and mending their few poor clothes. By 
sunrise the next morning, Jacky was aw'ake, 
and Meg had no choice but to wake up, too. 

The pier was thronged with people, the 
old and young, rich and poor, all crowded 
together, waiting for the boat. Right in the 


middle of the people stood Meg, carrying 
baby ; a small, very small, bundle of clothes, 
tied in a clean towel, slung on her arm ; 
Jacky, w'ho didn’t know whether to laugh 
or cry, clinging to one hand ; and her precious 
dollar and a half tightly clasped in the other. 
Not a very stylish looking group, but as 
clean and sweet a one as yellow soap and 
Croton w ater could make them. Their eyes 
bright with expectation, and their hearis 
as pure as the blue sky that bent so lovingly 
overhead. 

“ Wiat is that aristocratic creature, should 
you say?” languidly remarked the exquisite 
Mortimer Smythe, son of the famous John 
Smith of bread-pill fame, surveying Meg 
through his double eyeglasses. 

“A bright, womanly-looking girl of about 
fifteen,” gravely answ’crcd the young lady 
he had addressed, looking kindly at Meg’s 
flushed face and quivering lips, and moving 
between her and the double eyeglasses. 

“Society Is so mixed,” murmured Mr. 
Smythe. One meets all kinds of people 
when traveling. So different from Europe. 
Shouldn’t you think the police ought to do 
something. Miss Helen ?” 

“Unfortunately,” and Helen VanRensel- 
laer’s clear voice had a scornful ring through 
it, and her violet eyes were not pleasant for 
Mortimer Smythe to meet just then, “ even 
the police cannot protect us from snobs.” 

Then turning to Meg with a very different 
look in those lovely eyes, 

“You have too mueh to carry,” she said. 
“ Here is the boat. Let me take the little 
boy. Will you come with me, dear?” 

“ Yes,” said the child, throwing his arms 
around her neck, as she lifted him up to 
carry him. 

The beautiful sail was a perfect revelation 
to Meg. Jacky’s pale cheeks grew almost 
rosy, and he and baby played and laughed 
with such perfect enjoyment in the fresh, 
cool air, that her heart grew lighter every 
moment. The lovely lady talked to her for 
a long time so kindly, that she found herself 
telling of her fears and hopes for the children, 
quite freely. Then the captain came up, the 
lady spoke to him softly, and he asked Meg 
.some questions, and then wouldn’t let the 
colored man take any money from her. After 
the lady left them, a great gong sounded, 
frightening Jacky dreadfully, and by and by 
a man brought up a tray, with such a dinner 
as they had never even dreampt of, and said, 
“ the captain’s compliments, and they must 
eat it all up.” O, that splendid captain! 

The sun shone so brightly, and the sky 
and water w'ere so blue; and w'hat Jacky 
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called “ pilty, pitty soapsuds ” glistened 
charmingly in the sunshine ; and once, a lot 
of droll, unwieldy porpoises followed the 
boat for quite a distance, to the immense 
delight of all the children, Meg included. 
Ah ! that day was like a happy dream. 

But at last the boat turned into a queer, 
little harbor, with much more mud than 
water in it, and, after much twisting and 
squirming, and shouting and ringing of a 
little bell up in the pilot house. The Belle 
was safely fastened to her wharf, iu the 
thriving, little city of Belleville. And then 
all the people got otf, Meg and her babies 
among them. 

In the excitement of the moment, Meg 
hurried away so fast as to elude the vigilance 
of Miss Helen and the captain, both of 
whom meant to take on themselves the care 
of tier night’s lodging. Currying baby and 
the little bundle, with Jacky running by her 
>ido, she walked on and on; past the dirty 
warehouses ; past the busy streets, lined 
with handsome stores ; past the broad 
aveinies with their stately elms, w'hose inter¬ 
lacing branches made them aisles of a vast 
cathedral. 

The la>t rays of the setting sun found 
them beyond the town limits, out on a 
country road. A continuous glory of blos¬ 
soms lined the roadside. The soft, green 
turf w as re>t and refreshment to their weary 
t<H*t. The delicious fragrance of the newly- 
eut grass filled the air. The only sounds 
w ere the faint lowing of cattle in some farm 
yard over the fields, and the ringing of a 
distant church bell in the town behind them. 
And the soft twilight cast a charm over all. 
To these ]>oor, city children, every breath 
was a delight. 

Meg had stopped to let Jacky re.st several 
times, but at la.-'t the child grew so sleepy, 
that his weary, little feet stumbled at every 
step. Baby had been asleep in Meg’s arms 
for a long time, and she felt her own eyelids 
. dropping heavily ; so ereei)ing through some 
bars, and lifting Jacky o\cr them, she 
crossed the field to an (»kl barn, near what 
M-emed a grove of trees ; and elimbiug 
" through a low window', before five minutes 
had passed, Meg and Jacky and the baby 
were all soundly asleep, nestled in the soft 
hay. 

It w'as eight o’clock. Mamma had let the 
children sit up an hour past their bedtime, 
because Cousin Helen, w ho. Bub said, was 
better than candy or jack-knives, had come 
from the city that afternoon. She sat on 
the ]iia/.za. poor, sick, little Mamie in her 
lap; Bub and Boy leaning on her, one on 


each side ; w hile Nellie knelt as close to her 
as she could get, clasping one hand, and 
never taking her eyes from Helen's face. 
Nurse stood by waiting till Helen finished 
the history of her journey, and heard in 
exchange, a minute account of every animal 
on the place ; and had assured Boy that an 
egg laid by his hen on purpose for her 
breakfast, w'as the strongest desire of her 
heart. Then nurse stepped up, as Nellie 
said “ like grim Fate,” and carried oflf Mamie, 
calling the rest to follow. But where was 
Daisy ? “I’ll look for her,” said Helen. 

Entering the playroom softly, she saw in 
the dim light, a little figure at the window-, 
and heard this extraordinary petition. 

“God!” called the child, “God! God! 
Why don’t you answ cr me 1 Don’t you hear 
me calling you ? Daisy Courtland’s a calling 
to you, God!” Then she said softly to her¬ 
self, “ O dear me ! I s’pec He must be 
reading He’s newspaper.” Then at the very 
top of her voice, she shouted, “ God 1 w on’t 
you please listen to me, and send my mamma 
a new' baby*/” Then apparently very well 
satisfied with herself, Daisy marched off to 
the nursery. 

Just before bedtime for grown-up people, 
poor Sam, the deaf and dumb boy, ru>he<l 
into the parlor, showing by signs that he 
had found something very strange, and that 
they must all come (piick. Mamma, papa, 
and Helen all hurried after him to the bani. 
and there, by the light of an old lantern, 
they saw—have you guos.-ied already —.Mi;i 
sitting ui the hay mow, holding baby ami 
Jacky tight in her arms, her cheeks and eyes 
blazing defiance at Sam. 

A cry of delight broke from her lipsa^^he 
recognized, in Helen, the lovely lady on the 
boat. Helen was equally delighted, for .-hv 
had been a good deal troubled at losing sight 
of her proh'f/t ,' and before an hour w a* over, 
Jacky and the baby were again asleep in a 
comfortable bed in one of the attic rooms at 
Rosci»ow er ; and Meg knell down iK'side 
them, thanking the Good Lord for all his 
care of them. 

The next morning Meg wjffe installed a? 
a>.>istant waitress ; and Bub and Boy formally 
adopted Jacky, the only trouble l)eing a 
slight ditTcrence of opinion, as to whether 
they should bring him up for a minister or s 
fireman. 

Early in the morning, Helen took I>ai'> 
up stairs and showed her the baby. Slu 
surveyed it on all sides in silence, and then 
walked to the window, stuck her head t»ut. 
and looking up into the sky, shouted, “ Thank 
you, dear God.” 
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ART AMUSEMENTS. 

BT MARTHA POWELL DAV18. 


NiniBER Eight. Bell Flowers, Etc. 

Let us go Into the school room, to-day, 
before the class is called to order. Clara 
Jones has conic with a beautiful bouquet of 
wild flowers, made in imitation of specimens 
gathered from time to time in the woods. 
She is studying botany at school, and she 
says, to notice the peculiarities of plants and 
make them in w'ax helps her to remember 
the botanical descriptions. In her bouquet 
there were oxalls, phlox. May apple, blue 
bells, etc. 

She showed each flower with its leaves, 
and received many compliments. 

“O those blue bells ! just like real ones !” 
exclaimed the girls. “ How did you make 
them so perfectly 



Fig. 34. 


“ See here; Brother Will made these for 
me.” And she held up two wooden molds, 
of dltferent sizes, and exactly the shape of 
little bells. (See tlie smaller size at fig. 34.) 

“ O, I see, now ; you dip the molds in wax, 
just the same as you do the cylinder when 
making sheets, and then the little bells slip 
oflT all perfect like this ; and here you have a 
smaller mold for buds. I do declare, how 
well jou are fixed.” 

” Will you lend your molds to me 
asked one. 

” I’ll turn some for you,” interrupted 
Willie. ” I can turn anything. In a few 
minutes, on i>apa’s new lathe.” 

Just as they were arranging the matter 
about the molds, in came Aunt Phel»e, and 
the pupils all took their proper seats. But 
the bouquet of wild flowers was yet on the 
desk, and when auntie found who had done 
the work, she said, 


“ Now this is just what pleases me. I like 
to see my scholars strike out iu some origi¬ 
nal channel—make somethiug they have not 
been taught in detail to make. I then feel 
certain that their time has not been siHJut in 
vain; and with Nature’s broad picture always 
spread before them, they will go on practic¬ 
ing and improving.” 

So then Aunt Phebe got out her molds for 
making the bells of the lily of the valley, 
and part of the class made lilies, while othei*s 
used Clara’s molds to make blue bells. 



When several of the blue bells are molded, 
stems are dmwn through, as at a, figure 34. 
The stemlets are fastened to a maiu stalk, 
and the little bells hang in a loose bunch. 

Tfie Lily of the Valley is made much as 
al>ove. After dipping your mold into white 
wax, as cool as will do, the corolla is notched 
into five divisions, and the scallops are turned 
back a little. The stamens are made in the 
usual way. Ten or twelve of the cuplike 
bells make a complete lily. The corollas 
should vary in size. At the point where the 
stemlets join the main .stalk, a green leaf- 
like enelosurc should sonceal the jointure, 
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that the florets may appear to have grown 
from under the leaf. 

The AmaryUU. — Frank Lamar and his 
sister came to the class to-day with gay 
hearts. Their papa had loaned them several 
kinds of amaryllis from his greenhouse. One 
was a superb plant, and it had been nurtured 
with eai-e, the species having been imported 
from the far east. It bore several spikes of 
bloom on each stem, all springing from one 
common receptacle. The general color of 
the corolla was white, but each petal had a 
delicate striije of purple down the center. 

Frank waited for an opiX)rtuuity, and then 
presented his flowers modestly, but their 
beauty was commendation enough, and the 
class voted, with a will, to copy them. 
Frank, pleased with the compliment, was 
the first to get the patterns exact. They 
are shown at figure 25. 

The stamens, which are long and promi¬ 
nent, may be formed of fine wire, bent on 
top to fonn anthers, and the pointal may be 
composed of three very slender wires, wrap¬ 
ped with cotton neatly into one, except at 
the top, where the points {stigmas) an eighth 
of an inch long are left unwrapped and then 
bent to radiate from each other. The wires 
are all then dipped in purplish-pink wax, 
and pollen put on the stamens. Next cut 
six strips of white wax, as long as the petals 
and one-fourth of an inch wide; place a 
smooth, waxed wire down the center of the 
strip and fold the edges together so the strip 
enclosing the wire will then be only an eighth 
of an inch in width. Place these strips lon¬ 
gitudinally down the center of the petals, 
and they will counterfeit very nicely that 
seamlike appearance found in most varieties 
of amaryllis. 

The strip may be colored or not, as the 
character of the flower indicates. For in¬ 
stance, in the specimen copied to-day, down 
the petals in the direction of the seam, tlierc 
was a line of pale purple on the right side, 
while the wrong side of the seam was dis¬ 
tinctly marked with light green. By paint¬ 
ing the wired strip, bright purple on one 
side and light green on the other, and then 
placing the purple next to the transparent 
white petal, the purple appeared very deli¬ 
cately on the right or u|>i)er side of the 
corolla, while on the under side the green 
was just as perfect. 

In forming the corolla, place the three 
smaller petals around the stem, next after 
the stamens and pistil, then let the larger 
petals follow in the intervals of the smaller. 

When the petals are thus sustained with 
wire, they are not liable to break when bent 


back, as at 6, figure 25; and the w'hole corolla 
is much more substantial. 

These hints, with variations made in color, 
and the pattern, with some modification, will 
serve for the amaryllis in its varieties, and 
also for many of the lilies. 

The directions for forming the stamens 
and pistil will be useful in making tulips. 

The clarkia, and many other flowers with 
spreading corolla, may be made quite per¬ 
fectly by using wire to support the ixjtals. 

The Passion Flower .—There is an historic 
interest about this flower which entitles it 
to a place in our list. It is a native of South 
America, and early missionaries there gave 
to the different parts a symbolical meaning, 
typical of the death and sufferings of Christ. 
The lower fringe is imagined to be a type of 
the crown of thorns, while the upper fringe 
represents the resurrection of our Saviour. 
Thus all the parts have a sacred meaning. 



Fig. 26. 


In consideration of this, the poet Barton has 
appropriately sung: 

“ Then freely let the blossom ope 
Its beauties, to recall 
A scene which bids the humble hope 
lu Him, who died for all." 

The columnlike pointal of this flower sepa¬ 
rates into three styles with prominent stig¬ 
mas. The column terminates in a globular 
ovary or seed vessel, out of which come five 
stamens. 

The main column of the piatil and the 
stalk of the flower may be one continuous 
piece of wire. The three pistil annsaud the 
stamens may be separate wires, fastened to 
the central column, each covered with wax 
to give the proper size, shape, and color. 

In a white flower, color the stigmas purple 
and the stamens and central column yellow, 
or light lemon color. A double fringe comes 
next. For the upi>cr one, cut a piece of white 
wax half an inch wide and two inches long; 
fringe one edge and color it purple; leave 
the unfringed ])art w hite, and roll it around 
the ovary, turning the purj>ie over the 
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glob«. Now make another fringe, deeper 
and heavier than the first. It may be made 
of double wax. Color the points blue and 
the base purple, leaving a white space be¬ 
tween the darker colors. Curl this around 
the seed vessel just below the upper fringe. 
Under this place the iK*tals shaped at «, rf, 
figure 26. Attach the a slia])e8 first, and 
then let the d 8hai)e8 alternate with the 
others in the form of a double star. Let the 
rays of the last .fringe spread out over the 
corolla and partly cover it. 

In the rtower given here, there are ten 
petals, five of each shape. They should be 
of double white wax, and the under side 
tinted with green. 

The tendrils are made by curling waxed 
wire around a molding pin. 


AUGUST. 

BY L. D. NICUOL8. 

O, glowingly fair are the raidsummer hours: 
Now flame by the brookside the cardinal flowers. 
ITie hay was all made In the heat of July, 

And now we must harvest oats, barley, and rye 
^o’ alow are the oxen, and rugged the road. 

We love to ride home on the top of the load 
Now the pastures are full of ripe blackberries 
sweet. 

And the orchard drops peaches and pears at our 


AMONG THE RELATIONS.-No. 4. 

BY A. H. POE. 

’Twas Friday morning when Uncle Ross 
came over after me. He’s like Uncle Guy 
only older, and he kissed me three or four 
times, and said that his little Jessie would 
be so glad to see me. He hasn’t got any 
other children but just her, and she’s lame 
Desire wanted to go, and Uncle Ross said 
yes, to let her; but Aunt Charity coaxed 
Desire, and whispered and said maybe 
’twould bother Aunt Harriet. I said 
wouldn’t I bother her? But Aunt Charity 
was so busy ’ranging a bouquet to send to 
Jessie that I don’t s’pose she heard me. O, 
it was a beautiful bouquet, made out of ge¬ 
raniums, and verbenas, and fuchsias, and 
pansies, and the sweetest white rose and bud, 
from off Aunt Charity’s biggest monthly! 
r carried it in the cunningest basket, and 
Desire put some little heart cookies In the 
bottom. I wanted to put something in, too, 

I got my kaleidoscope, and a picture book! 

I knew mamma wouldn’t care. 

Uncle Milton and the hired man were 


measuring up wheat to take to mill that 
morning, and he was in the kitchen mending 
a bag when I started ; so I went in there to 
tell him goodbye. He sews with a darning 
needle and cord. I s’pose that’s ’cause his 
fingers are so big. I asked him why didn’t 
he let Aunt Charity do it ? and he said, 

“ O, these women folks don’t fasten the 
ends good.” 

Then he shook me up in his arms, and said 
he’d meant to take me ’long for a bag of 
wheat, but it didn’t matter, I could go 
’nother time. I laughed and patted his fore¬ 
head, and he kissed me and said, 

“Well, goodbye, Tripabout; be a good 
girl, and mind which side your bread’s but¬ 
tered.” 

I didn’t know what that meant, but I said 

“ I’m big ’nough to butter it myself.” 

Uncle Ross talked the kindest kind, going, 
and put his arm ’round mo when we went 
over the jolty places, fear I’d fall out. 

They live in a brown house, witli yellow 
blinds to the windows ; and the sitting room 
looks like a big paper box. It’s papered all 
on the sides, and top, too. Aunt Harriet’s 
nice looking. Her hair was put up like 
mamma’s, with fixings. There was a Mrs. 
Deacon Shepherd vis’ting there, with a great 
big something growing on her nose, and two 
other women, and Aunt Harriet’s mother 
lives there. They call her Grandma Tabby ; 
but my ! I don’t like her much. She snapped 
her eyes at me, and wouldn’t let me touch 
her bone-rimmed spectacles, and once, the 
first time I heard them call her that name, I 
couldn’t help from laughing; and she looked 
at me hard, and asked what I was laughing 
’bout, and I said, ” I thought ’twas a cat.” 

Then Mrs. Deacon Shepherd coughed like 
anything, and Grandma Tabby said, 

“ Tush I the child ain’t got boss sense.” 
Jessie was asleep in the other room, when 
I first got there, but she waked up pretty 
soon ; and O, she’s the darlingcst little thing! 
Her hair and eyes arc both as brown as chest¬ 
nuts, and her cheeks look zactly like the 
pink in the fuchsia bells, and her lips are 
bright as geranium blossoms and clear sugar 
and her little, tiny, bits of hand.s are o soft! 
Aunt Ollie said tliey looked like tu 'ttle 
scraps of white cloud, with blue vein, n 
them. She’s four, and never has walked a 
single step. One of her feet is turned in, and 
is all purple, Jennie told me. It was bound 
up. I heard Uncle Ross say to grandpa that 
he was ’fraid the surgeon hadn’t done any 
good. When she saw the flowers she elaj.- 
ped her hands, and laughed out sweeter’n a 
roidn sings ; and she liked the other thimrs. 
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too, and put her arms tight round my neck, 
and let me hold her ; and I could hold her 
just as easy. 

Aunt Harriet and Grandma Tabby didn’t 
let me hold her long, though ; they were too 
’fraid I’d hurt her. Jessie had a little sofa 
by the window, with a play house on to it, 
and O, the toys she’s got. They’re all good, 
too, not hardly a leg of any broken. She 
let me play with them, but Aunt Harriet 
kept watching me so that I thought maybe 
’twasn’t best. Aunt Harriet was good to me, 
and gave me something to eat between meals, 
but she said not to drop a crumb, and I was 
so ’fraid I’d happen to that I couldn’t hardly 
eat. 

When Uncle Ross came in, he took Jessie 
on one knee, and me on the other; and he 
called me rosebud, and said I ’minded him 
of a little playmate he used to have. Then, 
to tease me, he wouldn’t tell who ’tw'as, but 
said to a»k mamma 

O, dear, I wish I could help it, but some 
way Grandma Tabby and Aunt Harriet don’t 
seem much relation to me. I was glad when 
Sunday came, so I could go back to grand¬ 
ma’s. They gave me everything I wanted, 
only just I don’t think they loved me much. 
But then I was naughtycr ’n gen’ral, w’hile 
I was there. I broke a goblet, and lost the 
scissors, and came real near turning over my 
mug of milk one night at the supper tabic, 
only I didn’t. I couldn’t have much fun 
with Jessie, ’cause she couldn’t play like 
other children ; but I’d had better’n fun, if 
they’d let me held her, and sung to her, like 
she wanted me to. 

That first afternoon, after Mr.s. Deacon 
Shepherd and the others had gone home, 
it got cloudy, and the wind blew in whirls. 
Aunt Harriet rocked Jessie, and I didn’t 
liiirdly knoAv what to do, so I sat on the 
cricket and began to eat some popcorn that 
Aunt Charity had put into my pocket. All 
the while I was eating it, Grandma Tabby 
kept looking at me, till I thought maybe I 
wasn’t doing proper. Then I ’speeted she 
wanted some, and I offered some in my apron ; 
but >he said, “ I don’t use my teeth to crack 
corn with.” I was going to put it away then, 
but >he said to eat it up and be done with it. 
And after that it didn’t taste good any more. 

They talked all the time ’bout somebody 
l»<*ing proud and ’stravagant, and I was get¬ 
ting so tired and sleepy, when Grandma 
Tabby said, 

“ O, ye-, Irene feels mightily lifted up since 
her husband’s got to be president of the 
< olleg(“.’' 

I t<‘ll you my face got red quick, and my 


throat * pained In a minute, ’cause 1 knew 
right off ’twas numvma. I went Into the 
kitchen and p’tended to get a drink of water; 
but, oh! I was so dreadful mad that I wanted 
to kill Grandma Tabby and Aunt Harriet 
right dead. Then I remembered what 
mamma’d said ’bout forgiving, and’bout the 
w'oman in the Bible that kept getting mad 
till she had seven devils in her, and I was 
’fraid that seven might get into me, so I went 
out into the woodshed and climbed on a 
stack of wood, and tried not to think ’bout 
it. O, my head was so hot, and I felt so 
rais’ble; but next I knew Uncle Ross was 
carrying me in, and said I’d catch my death 
sleeping out there. He asked me what made 
me go there, but I wouldn’t tell; and Grand¬ 
ma Tabby said, “ Little mlssie’s stubborn.” 


MORE FROM HARRY AND NELLY. 

BT ANNIE MOORE. 

Nelly and I go to another school, now. 
It’s called a Kindergarten. That mcaus 
Children’s Garden ; but there’s only a gera¬ 
nium and a rose bush, and last winter there 
were some hyacinths on the windowsill. 
But we like it very much. Once she gave 
me a geranium leaf. Nelly has a desk to 
put her books in; but I only sit at a table 
with another boy, because there are not 
desks enough. Willy Morris is going to the 
country next week. He always docs in the 
summer. She says I may have lib desk 
when he goes away. I wbh he’d hurry up. 

One day Miss Warren told us she was 
going to give us a botany lesson, and to 
bring some green leaves. Nelly and I didn’t 
know what a botany lesson was; but my 
mother told us, and we took some rose 
leaves; but she didn’t use them after all. 
lieeause she had a great, big, burdock leaf, 
and she said we could see it better than the 
little leaves. She told us about the veins 
and everything. She says when you water 
flowers, you ought to water the leaves more 
than the roots ; because the leaves will 
drink up the water. Nelly and I are going 
to try it w'hen we go into the country. We 
haven’t any flowers in our yard, only but a 
rose bush. 

W'e had a holiday the Seventeenth of June. 
I had a splendid time. I liegan with i>olly 
wogs, and ended off with elephants; and 
torjiedoes in between. 

The way I happened to begin with polly 
wogs was, one day Johnny Wilson asked nu 
to go pollywogging with him and some 
other boys; so I went; but I couldn’t catch 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



1871 .] 


The Little Corporal Magazine, 


57 


any. The other boys did, though. And 
Cousin Lucy was at our house, and she said 
O, if ever I caught one, to bring it home, for 
she never saw one in her life. 

So on the Seventeenth of June, I went out 
after breakfast, and the first one I saw was 
Johnny Wilson, and he asked me to go 
pollywogging, and said he’d lend me a bot¬ 
tle to put them in. So I went; and we 
found a dipper. It wasn’t exactly a dipper; 
it was an old tomato can, like those we 
have sometimes; and the cover was bent up 
so it would do for a handle. 

When you see a little wiggling in the 
water, yon just scoop down the dipper and 
then empty it on the sand, and then catch 
the pollywogs by the tail and put them in a 
bottle of water. I caught as much as 
twenty. 

When my father saw me come in wdth a 
big bottle, he asked me what in the world I 
had there ; and 1 showed them to him, and 
he was just as surprised as he could be. 
And then I poured them out into a basin 
and showed them to Cousin Lucy, and she 
was surprised, too. She screamed a little 
when she saw them, but girls always do 
scream, and then they are very black, and 
they’re lively and wiggle about so. She 
said slic was glad I brought them home, for 
she never saw any before ; but she wouldn’t 
touch them, though I told her they wouldn’t 
hurt her, for I caught them all with my 
own hands. 

About the torpedoes. I’m saving my 
money for the Fourth of July, and I haven’t 
bought any candy for ever so long, so I 
didn’t buy any torpedoes. But I saw a boy 
I knew, and he had ever so many, and he 
gave me two to fire. And after dinner my 
father asked me, did the other boys have 
torpedoes? And I said, O, yes. And he 
asked me, wouldn’t I like some, too? And 
I said I didn’t know but I should. And he 
asked me was I saving up my money for 
the Fourth of July? And I said I was. I 
couldn’t think what made him ask me so 
many questions. Then he told me to look 
in his hat; and there I found a big package 
of torpedoes. And I ran out on the side¬ 
walk, and fired oflT ever so many of them. 
They were splendid ones. I never heard 
any make such a big noise. My mother said 
it almost made her cars deaf to hear them. 

We were rather disappointed about the 
elephants. It said in the paper they were 
going to bathe in the pond at five o’clock. 
So my father took Nelly and me down there. 
There was such a crowd we couldn’t see 
very well. I thought they’d like to go into 


the water and roll about and have a good 
ducking, just as I do. But they don’t seem 
to like cold water ; they had to be pushed 
to make them go in at all; and then they 
only walked about a little, and took some 
water up in their trunks and threw it over 
their backs. Perhaps they were afraid, 
because there were so many i^eople there. 

Those pollywogs. Johnny Wilson said 
he’d call for them in the afternoon, because 
it was his bottle; but I had all the trouble 
of catching them, so I took a few, and put 
them in a pan of water for myself. But he 
didn’t come. Cousin Lucy asked me what 
I was going to feed them with ; so I gave 
them some crumbs of bread. I didn’t know 
they wanted anything but water. But the 
next morning they were all dead, and turned 
over on their backs. Every single one of 
them as dead as Job’s cat! I wished I 
never had caught them. 

Nelly and I have something now that we 
like better than all the fairy books in the 
world. Nelly doesn’t like it quite as well as 
the “The Forty Thieves;” but I think it is 
better than “Jack the Giant Killer,” or 
anything. It’s Uncle Robert. He’s been 
gone this ever so long in the west; and he 
tells us stories all about the Indians, and 
everything Interesting. He lived in a box- 
house, they call it, made like a big box, 
with one window and one door ; and when 
you went to bed, you liad to hang the chairs 
up against the wall, because thei'e wouldn’t 
be room for the bed if you didn’t. And 
there was a tin roof, and when the rain beat 
on the roof, it was just like living in a drum, 
he says. And once he lived a whole month 
between two piles of lumlier with some 
boards across the top, and slept on a blan¬ 
ket. He couldn’t stand up in there, only 
sit down and lie down. And the Indians 
can always tell a wliite man’s fire l)y tlie 
smoke; because the Indians are very partic¬ 
ular to take the dry wood that will hum 
well, but white men are in a hurry and pick 
up green wood and all together, and it 
makes more smoke. He said, once he was 
traveling with some of his fHends, and they 
had tw'o Indian guides to show them the way, 
and by and by one of the guides was very 
sick, and the other tried to make him well 
again, but when he found he couldn’t, he 
built three fires in a row, and then the other 
Indians, when they saw the smoke of the 
three fires, would know something was the 
matter, and would come and help them. 
After awhile they saw fires on the hills in 
two different places in answer to their fires, 
and by and by the Indians came and took 
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the sick one away. Nelly wants to tell the 
rest of this story. 

Ouee there was a gentleman, and a little 
boy and girl asked him, would he please 
tell them a story about the Indians. And 
he said he would. So he told them, that when 
he was in Nevada, he was going to live in a 
new place, once. About forty people lived 
there, and they had one wooden house and 
one tent; tyid the rest were brush houses, 
made of brush. And he got there just at 
night, and found all the people had gone 
away, but fifteen men; because they were 
afraid of the Indians. And there was a 
stone house partly built. The walls were 
about as high as a man’s head, and when 
they got frightened about the Indians, they 
concluded to have it for a fort. So they 
filled up the doors with stones, and took 
their guns, and this gentleman, it was 
Harry’s Uncle Robert, took his gun and 
went in there, and they kept watch all night, 
but the Indians didn’t come. And Harry 
said O dear! that was too bad. And I said 
no; if I’d been there, I should have been 
thankful they didn't. And Harry asked 
Uncle Robert why they didn’t come ? And 
he said he supposed they were afraid the 
white men were loo strong for them. And 
Harry asked him wiiat made them think 
they were coming then ? And he said that 
was the very story he was going to tell us. 
So he said, one day three Indians came to 
the town, and one of them had on some 
pantaloons that belonged to a white man 
who had gone aw ay. 

The white man had gone to the mines, and 
everybody thought the Indians had killed 
him and taken aw'ay his clothes, for they do 
sometimes. So they caught the Indians and 
put them in a brush house, and some men 
with guns at the door to watch them, till 
they could find out about it. The Indians 
didn’t know what they were shut up for, so 
by and by they rushed right out past the 
men and tried to run away ; but the men 
fired at them, killed one, and wounded ano¬ 
ther, while the third one got away. 

The next day, the white man came back 
from the mines, and he said he gave those 
pantaloons to the Indians. When I heard 
that I almost cried, and so did Harry, we 
felt so bad about it. The squaw of the 
wounded Indian came and took care of him, 
and the white men sent them food everyday; 
but he died, after all. 

Uncle Robert says the Indian didn’t mind so 
much being wounded, but a man kicked him 
after he fell, and that made him very angry. 
The man who kicked him went away from 


the town, fur fear the Indians would kill 
him ; and w hen the wounded Indian died, 
all the white men were afraid. That was 
the reason they went into the stone house 
and kept w ateh at night. 

Harry w i.*<hcs he knew' if it was the Indian 
that got away that had the pantaloons, but 
Uncle Robert can’t tell. The end. 


WHAT THE BIRDS TOLD. 

BT.M. H. K. 

“ What a dreary, sorrowful world is this,” 

Said the owl, from his hollow tree; 

“Yet the lark is glad for the dazzling light, 

And the robin can sing in glee. 

Poor, foolish birds, they are merry now, 

But the angry storms will beat 
Through the leaves that shelter their shallow 
nests. 

With the snow and the cutting sleet.” 

But higher and higher the blithe lark soared. 

Till the earth lay far below; 

The verdant valleys, the wa\ing woods. 

Smiled, bright in the sunlight's glow. 

“ What a beautifal world has the Father made,” 
She sang, as she upward flew; 

“ The land, the water, and over them all ' 

He has spread the warm sky’s blue. 

“ Wherever on wayward wings we soar. 

O’er ocean, o'er earth, through air. 

The humblest, the weakest, by night and day. 
He guards with a patient care. 

He has given us each some song to sing. 

And we utter them not in vain, 

For He hears the hum of the lowliest bee. 

And the sparrow’s tremulous strain.” 

From her peaceful nest, on the swaying bough. 
The robin sang soft and low, 

“ O, kind is the Father, that made the leaves. 

And bid the green grass grow. 

He made the brooklets that we might drink. 

The fruits that are rich and sweet j 

He hangs on the boughs, when the flowers are 
gone. 

That we may be glad and eat. 

“ We know that the summer that lingers now 
Will vanish at His command ; 

That the flowers will die, and the leaves will (all. 
When the winter shall shroud,the land. 

But the frailest wing will His good hand guide 
Through spaces of pathless air. 

To climes where the date and the citron grow. 
An d summer dwells always there. 

“ He loves the creatures that He has made. 

And nothing is mean or small, 

For tender compassion and boundless love 
Are lavished alike on all. 

So the world is bright. If our hearts are bright. 
And fair if our souls are fair; 

For the gifts of His beauty may come to all. 
With the bounty of sun and air.” 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



1811.] 


59 


The Little Cdtporal Magazine. 


THE LITTLE STORY LOVER. 

[8BB PBONTI8PIBCB.1 
BT LUCIA CHA8B BELL. 

It was only three o’clock in the afternoon, 
but it seemed years and years since the Sat¬ 
urday’s work was all done, so slowly the 
quiet hours crept by, with nolx>dy but Ruthie 
and Grandmother Page in the old house. 
There sto©d the big dinner table, out in the 
kitchen, draped primly in fair, rose-scented 
linen, which, wlienevcr Ruthie approached 
it, seemed to say, 

“ Don’t touch me. I am fresh from the 
tall cupboard whore the best dishes are kept; 
the dishes Grandmother Page uses when 
preachers come to dinner. I am fof Sunday.” 

The old yellow chum stood sweetening in 
the sun, out by the door ; the big - hunch of 
asparagus was tucked behind the little look-' 
ing-glass, as a last, tidy, finishing touch ; and 
now Grandmother Page sat in her easy chair 
by the sitting room window. Looking at her 
calm face, in its frame of soft, gray curls, 
you would hardly think her resting from just 
one morning’s work, but from a whole life¬ 
time of loving, patient toil. 

Bnthic never had much to keep her busy, 
and her regular morning tasks were finished 
ever so much too soon. There was the garret, 
with the queer, old, butternut-colored over¬ 
coat hanging from a rafter, and the old tin 
dinner horn, and the side saddle, and the 
chest, with the little heap of blankets and 
quilts, and the few old, musty-smelling books, 
and two tall, brass candlesticks, that had been 
“ left” to Ruthie and Rob, pltifhl, pathetic, 
little heirlooms, that were all Ruthle’s, now 
Rob was gone; but she was tired of the 
garret, and liked it best on rainy days, when 
the wind went purring softly around the 
bouse, or the drops fell steadily upon the 
roof, and made a whispering -sound out in 
the leaves. 

She wished Grandmother Page would let 
her open the cupboard and take a good, long 
look into its mysterious depths. She had 
caught glimpses of its hidden treasures 
sometimes, on Sundays, when she was al¬ 
lowed to put away the cups and saucers. 
It had a sort of homely stateliness about it, 
with its tall doors, and its faint odor of dried 
rose leaves, and Ruthie always felt half afraid 
when she opened it, if she stood on the 
threshold of a sanctuary. There were stacks 
and stacks of pink-pictured plates, and the 
toy rolling pin, that Grandmother Page’s 
own father bought for her when she was a 
baby, and the peacock brusli, with its braided 


handle, and the little, old, faded, calico par¬ 
asol, and the daguerreotyiMj of her Uncle 
Asahel, with short-cropped liair, and great, 
spotted lawn necktie, and hearty face, like a 
jolly harvest hand ; and the ‘‘oriental paint¬ 
ing,” without a frame, which was the most 
bcautibil of all these treasures, in Ruthie’s 
eyes, though, to be sure, nobody ever saw 
.lich a huge rose, with solid sunshine gleam¬ 
ing through Ita outstretciied petals, nor a 
buttterfly with such vivid red stars on blue 
wings fringed with gold. 

“If grandmother would only tell me a 
story,” said Rnthie, wistfully, to herself, as 
she sat in the doorway, running a pin through 
the hem of her apron, as if she were putting 
a drawstring in, for want of something bet¬ 
ter to do. 

But Grandmother Page wasn’t one of the 
story-telling kind of grandmothers. She kept 
her love stowed away deep down in her 
heart, and only show'ed it in her steady, 
sheltering care ; very, very seldom in tender 
w’ords. Sometimes, when Ruthie had been 
tasting the maple sugar too often, or carry¬ 
ing off too many dried cherries, she would 
say, in the evening, just before bed time, 

“Ruthie, now I will tell you a little 
story.” 

And Ruthie would think, “Now maybe 
grandmother will tell me a real, delicious 
story this time, about old times, or some¬ 
thing else nice. I do wish she’d tell the 
Flat Iron Story again.” 

That was a story Grandmother Page really 
did tell, one happy evening, after Ruthie had 
coaxed her very earnestly, alK)ut herself, 
when she was a young woman, and lived 
with her husband, deep in the wild woods, 
and drove away a hungry bear one day, with 
two hot flatirons, when she was all alone. 
But she never had told that story since. 
And Ruthie would nestle up to her, w ith her 
blue eyes hopefully shining, and Grand¬ 
mother Page would sit quite still for a mo¬ 
ment, with her hands folded in her lap, and 
a little smile around her mouth, and then 
she’d begin. 

“Once there was a little girl, and her 
name was Ruth Lisettc. Her grandmother 
always called her Ruth ; it was her mother 
who gave her the wicked, Frenchified name 
out of a novel.” 

Then she’d stop; and Ruthie would hold 
her breath, and sorrowfully w'onder, in her 
heart, If the name made any difference about 
Grandmother Page’s love for her; but of 
course she couldn’t ask, and presently the 
stern, little story would lK*gln again. 

“ Tills little girl lived with her grand- 
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mother, and had plenty to eat, and drink, 
and wear, and a good bed to sleep in. But 
she would keep taking dried cherries without 
asking permission, and I suppose she thought 
her grandmother wouldn’t miss them, or 
wouldn’t care ; but at last th# cherries were 
all gone, and it was as bad as if a thief had 
stolen the w'hole bagful in one night.” 

Then Ruthie would tingle from head to 
foot with surprise, and shame, and fright; 
and Grandmother Page would ask, gravely, 

‘‘Now, is that a nice story? And what 
should be done with such a child ?” 

But nothing more ever was “ done ” with 
her, because the story was enough to bear 
without any further punishment. And that 
was the only kind of story. Grandmother 
Page ever liked to tell. 

‘‘ I’d like to talk about Robbie,” said 
Ruthie, in a quivering, little whisper, while 
Grandmother Page slept tranquilly there in 
the afternoon silence and shadows. ” I hate 
to keep still, thinking, thinking. It makes 
my heart ache so—if grandmother just knew. 
I wish ‘Jesus were here among men,’ as 
it says in the sweet story song. I know 
what I’d do. I’d go to Him when He was not 
teaching the people, nor healing the sick, 
nor preaching, but just resting somewhere, 
all alone, and I should come very softly, and 
lay my head on His knee, and say, ‘ Dear 
Lord, it was I who took Robbie’s gold pen, 
that he earned with prize marks at sdhool, 
that winter. I was playing with it, when 
Robbie didn’t know, and it split, and I 
dropped it down a crack up garret; and O, 
I never told Robbie, and he’s dead.’ And I 
know' I should fall to crying, and tremble 
all over, and the Lord would stroke my hair, 
and forgive me, and love me, and I shouldn’t 
have the heartache.” 

Robbie was Ruthie’s big brother. He went 
to the war with a company of farmer boys, 
w’ho, when the struggle was ended, marched 
jubilantly home, grown men, hard handed 
and brave hearted, ready to begin their old 
home work, all but a few who slept on far- 
off battle grounds, and Robbie, who died at 
Audersonville. 

“ If grandmother would wake now, maybe 
I could tell her; seems as though I must tell 
somebody,” the little, aching heart went on 
thinking. “ God seems so far away.” 

And Ruthie looked wistfully up at the 
summer clouds, shining like great, white 
thrones in the tender blue ; besides, she had 
asked Him to forgive her, many times, and 
knew that He pities hearts grieved for sin. 
8he wanted Robbie, and Grandmother Page, 
and everybody, to know’ the truth as well as 


God. And at last, when the shadows had 
crept far out into the yellow meadow, and 
Grandmother Page, sweetly rested, awoke 
and smiled at the grave, little girl, Ruthie 
nestled up to her and said, quaintly, 

‘‘Now, grandmother, I want to tell you a 
story, and it’s about me.” 

And Grandmother Page stroked her hair 
in a tender, unwonted fashion, w'hilc she 
told the story, and when it was ended, kissed 
the earnest, upturned face. 

“CHARCOAL! CHARCOAL!’’ 

BT DAVID RICE, M.D. 

Among the many cries familiar to the 
children wiio live in cities, is the long mo¬ 
notonous call of the charcoal dealer, as he 
rides upon his great box on wheels, watching 
the doors and windows, and calling “Ch-co- 
o-o-al.” 

A dirty-looking fellow he is, with his sooty 
face and hands, and dirty-lookint »*ares he 
peddles, yet I assure yon these biack dia¬ 
monds are exceedingly useful. In the first 
place they arc highly connected, for, beyond 
all dispute, this plebian charcoal is twin 
brother to the aristocratic diamond, which 
lies in state upon its satin bed in the jeweler’s 
window. The diamond, however, keeps its 
rare loveliness for the few, w’hile the charcoal 
lights our fires, cooks our food, heaU our 
iron for the smithy’s hammer, cq^es our dis¬ 
eases, and docs a score of useful things. 
Where does it come from ? How is it made ? 
Listen, and I will tell you. Upon the moun¬ 
tain, where wood is plenty, the charccwl 
burners cut down the trees, chestnut, rock 
maple, ash, beech, and saw them into logs 
about sixteen feet long. They are then 
drawn by oxen into some level spot, where 
there is plenty of soft earth, and water. 
These logs are then rolled into a pile about 
twenty-five feet by sixteen, at the bottom, 
and perhaps tw’elve feet high. The top of 
the pit is in the form of a half circle. 

It is then covered on top, first, with a 
layer of brakes or straw, then, with earth 
and sods, to the depth of alK>ut one foot. 
The ends of the pit are boarded up, by set¬ 
ting posts into the ground, to keep the boards 
in place, and between these and the ends of 
the logs there is a filling of earth. A large 
opening is left on the top of the pit, called 
the “chimney,” where the fire is first kin¬ 
dled. All around the bottom, too, there are 
left some ten or twelve holes for the ingress 
of air, and the egress of smoke and vapor. 

Everything being ready, a fire is kindled 
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In the chimney. Alter it has got pretty well 
burning, it is covered over with green brakes 
and a layer of earth. The air rushes into 
the air holes at the bottom, on the side 
where the wind blows, and fens the flames, 
so that in a short time all the logs are on 
fire. The smoke pours out in dense volumes 
on the opposite side, highly charged with 
proligneous vapor. The heat, confined as it 
is, becomes intense. The whole structure is 
a great oven of earth, and thus the huge 
logs are baked until they become black, and 
as brittle as earthen or glass ware. It usu¬ 
ally takes about two weeks to bum down a 
coal pit made of logs into good charcoal. 

A coal pit requires very close attendance 
and watching, both day and night, by two 
exi)erienced colliers. As the process of char¬ 
ring goes on. It often happens that the earth 
gives way, and falls into the burning pile. 
Then the stnoke and flames rush out like a 
miniature volcano. The colliers hasten and 
fill up the cavity with logs of wood, and 
cover ovc'^ ftie vent with fresh earth. 

The “ breaks/’ as they are called, occur 
quite often during the first week, and so it 
happens that the coal pit must be constantly 
watched, day and liight. At night, when 
not at work, the colliers occupy their 
“ cabin,” and sleep very comfortably upon a 
“ bank,” made usually of clean straw. The 
” cabin ” i!s a rude affair^ easily constructed, 
and very inexpensive, but, withal, conven¬ 
ient and comfortable. It is made in this wise: 
A couple of poles, about ten feet long, are 
set in the ground, about eight feet apart at 
the base. The tope of those are brought to¬ 
gether so that they form a pretty good ciip- 
ital letter A. This is the framework of the 
cabin’s mouth. From the apex another pole 
is curried backward, and its lower end planted 
into the earth. This formt ^he ridge. The 
sides, or roof, is covered first with boards, 
and then with earth. When finished, it is a 
snug, cosy, and very warm retreat. The 
bottom, or floor, is well covered with clean 
straw. On cold or stormy nights, a brisk 
wood fire Is kept constantly burning in front, 
affording both light and heat. If you should 
enter a collier’s cabin you would find that it 
was not entirely empty. You would find a 
basket, well stocked with bread and cheese, 
doughnuts, apples, pies, and, quite likely, a 
brown jug, filled wtth cider or small beer. 
About midnight this basket is overhauled, 
the contents affording them their nightly 
luncheon. 

Another way of building a coal pit is the 
following: 

In the first place, the logs are all chopped 


and split into cordwood about four feet in 
leng^th. Commencing at a given point, the 
wood is set up on end, in form of a circle, 
until the base is at least twenty-five or thirty 
feet in diameter. On the top of this Is built 
a second section, of smaller dimensions, and 
on the second layer, or section, a third. 
When finished It has the form of half a globe, 
the base being flat, the top hemispherical. 
It is then covered in the same manner as a 
pit built of logs; that is, with straw and 
earth. 

A third, and better method than any other, 
is charring of the wood in a kiln, or huge 
oven, built of bricks and mortar. These 
kilns are built in two forms. One, the ” hemi¬ 
spherical,” the other oval, round on the top, 
and flat at the ends. A large opening is left 
on one side or end, guarded by a huge, iron 
door. Here the wood is carried in, and the 
coal taken out. These coal kilns usually 
have a capacity for holding fifty cords of 
wood. This quantity will produce about 
twenty-five hundred bushels of coal. 

When once filled with wood, and fired, the 
great iron door is closed, and scale4 up with 
mortar or clay. These kilns require but little 
care, and the task of watching them is com¬ 
paratively easy with that of a pit covered 
with earth. 

After the wood has become charred, all 
the air holes are closed up with mortar, and 
In a few days the fire is completely extin¬ 
guished. The great door can now be opened, 
and the coal is all ready to be taken to 
market. 

But not so with the earth-covered coal; 
there Is much hard labor to perform, in 
“keeling up” the pit, extinguishing the fire, 
and in clearing away the debris, the earth, 
straw, and partially-charred logs, called 
“ coal brands.” This is the method of keel¬ 
ing up a coal pit: 

The workmen, armed with crowbars, 
shovels, and rakes with long, iron teeth, 
commence by removing the posts and'boards 
at the ends of the pit. They then pry out 
and remove all the unbumt logs and brands. 
Next they rake off the sods of earth, and 
the straw, and * finish the job by dusting or 
covering over the coal with fine earth or 
coal dust. This excludes all the air, and in 
a few days the fire is pretty nearly all 
extinguished. Nothing now remains to be 
done, except to draw out the coal, which they 
do by commencing at the edges of the pit, 
and making long, circular wlnrows of the 
black, shining mass, until the huge pile is 
completely leveled to the ground. It is now 
ready for market, and other persons take it 
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up into baskets and fill the coal carte. These 
carts will hold from one to two hundred 
bushels. A span of horses or a yoke of oxen 
will easily draw two hundred bushels of 
coal, as it is very light compared with wood. 
Charcoal is sold by the bushel. The price 
ranges from eight to twelve cents a bushel. 
That made of soft wood is the least valuable, 
and is used by the smiths in their forges. 
That from hard wood, such as maple, birch, 
and beech, is used in cooking ranges, and 
furnaces. 


NURSERIES FOR BABY BUGS. 

BY OLIVB THORNS. 


You have seen how carefully a hen feeds 
and cuddles her chickens, and perhaps you 
have been so happy as to see birds feed their 
nestful of little ones; but did you ever see 
ants and bees feed their babies ? 

You don’t believe they do. That’s only 
because you don’t know anything about it. 
I can tell you that little insects, not so big 
as a grain of wheat, take as good care of 
their little ones as the fussy old hen; though 
they don’t make so much noise about it. 
And, as they’re afraid of you, they take good 
care to hide their babies away, and run—or 
lly—the minute they see you coming. 

In the lirst place, most of these little 
mothers die before their babies come out of 
the egg; so they have to build the nursery, 
and prepare food for the baby, while it is 
still a tiny, tiny egg, often so little you can 
scarcely see it. 

Perhaps you know that the baby of a but¬ 
terfly, or a bug, is not a butterfly, or bug, 
like its mother, at flrst, but is a small worm 
or grub. Of course, it can’t eat such food 
as its mother does; but the wise little 
mother knows just what it will like to eat, 
and works hard to lay up a good stock of 
food, as well as to get a roof over her baby. 
Some of the little mothers, however, don’t 
care for a roof, and they merely hunt out 
the proi)er plant, that the grub will like, 
and glue the eggs to the leaf. 

One kind of insect longs to put her babies 
safe into the warm stomach of a horse. A 
funny nursery, you tliink; but just the one 
for the gadfly baby. So she glues each egg 
to a hair of the horse ; and she’s very care¬ 
ful to fix it where he’ll be sure to lick it otf, 
on his shoulder or knee. When he takes 
them off with his tongue, they get into his 
mouth, and so they go dow n to his stomach. 
What a marvelous care for the little one is 
that. 


There’s one family of insects, I’m sorry to 
say, who get comfortable homes, and food 
for their babies, by stealing into nests that 
honest mothers have built. When the grubs 
are all hatched out, the little thief eats up 
all the rest. 

Did you ever see a sand wasp ? She is a 
very hard-working mother. She digs a hole 
in the hard sand, and actually drags to it a 
big caterpillar or spider, ever so much bigger 
than she is, which she has bitten in such a 
way that it is helpless. When she has it 
safely in the nest she lays her eggs on it, and 
then covers it up with dirt. W’hcn the grub 
comes out of the egg, there is a feast all 
ready for it. 

Another of tliis wasp family, the Mason 
Wasp, having prepared her nursery, gathers 
about a dozen small grubs or worms, and 
packs them in alive, for food for the Ijaby. 
Perhaps you think that the grubs would eat 
up the egg; but the careful little mother 
looks out for that, and packs the grubs in 
coils, or rings, so tightly that they C4ui’t 
move. 

If I had to be packed away in a cradle, to 
grow by myself, I’d rather have the bee 
mother do it. She provides no grubs or cat¬ 
erpillars for food, but delicious honey, which 
I should like better. 

One of the coziest nurseries arranged by 
these little mothers is in a nut. She makes 
a hole in a green nut, hickory or chestnut, 
and packs the egg in, snug and warm. The 
grub hatches out and just feeds on the sweet 
nut, till you crack it open some day, and he 
crawls out. If the nut had been left to fall 
from the tree, he would have crept out and 
buried himself in the ground, till his wings « 
grew. 

But not all the little mothers die so soon 
as these. Some can take care of their babies 
themselves. 

Some of the wasps not only give the baby 
a caterpillar to begin on, but every day or 
two they take a fresh one and put in the 
nursery, till the baby Is grown. 

Another little mother, the saw fly, sits on 
the leaf where her eggs are, till they are 
hatched. Then she feeds them, and shelters 
them from the sun with her wings, for five 
or six weeks, till they are g^wn up. 

But the most attentive little bug mother, 
is a field bug. She leads her troop of babies 
around, as a hen leads her chickens, and she 
has thirty or forty of them, too. But they 
are better behaved than chickens, and they 
keep close to their mother. 

I’m afraid you think of spiders as cruel, 
fierce creatures, because you feel sorry for 
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the buzzing flies they catch In their webs. 
But I hope you’ll think better of them, when 
I tell you that they are most afTcctionate 
mothers, and will allow themselves to be 
tom to pieces before they will abandon their 
babies. 

One spider mother carries her eggs around 
in a white silk bag, as large as a pea She 
never lays it down, and she will fight for it 
as long as she has life. When they are 
hatched, they are tiny mites of spiders, not 
grul)s, and they hang around their mother, 
climb on her back in crowds, cling to her 
long legs, even get on her head. She carries 
them about wherever she goes. Funny 
enough she looks, too. Why, she’s worse 
off than the unfortunate old woman who 
lived in a shoe. 

AVhat would you think of thimble-shaped 
cradles for a bee baby ? One little mother 
makes them in that shape. First she digs a 
place in dry ground, then makes one thimble, 
fills U with honey and i)ollen from the 
flowers, and puts one egg on it. Then she 
fits another thimble into that, just as you 
would slip one thimble into another, only 
they don’t go in very far. The sceond one 
stops up the door of the first; so she goes 
on till she has half a dozen or so, and then 
she tills the hole with dirt. 

Another very careful and thoughtful little 
mother bee wraps her babies in flannel, to 
keep them warm. She gets her flannel, or 
what looks like flannel, from the leaves of 
some trees, which are woolly. The wise 
men call her the clothier bee. 

If you think that’s a funny name, what do 
you think of carpenter bee, and mason bee? 
Jlic carpenter cuts her baby bouse out of 
wood ; and the mason builds hers with bricks, 
which she makes, by glueing together grains 
of sand. 

The gayest of all, however, is the nursery 
of the upholster bee. This neat little mother 
first makes a suitable hole in the ground, and 
carefully smooths the walls. Then she flies 
to some poppy, or rose bush, and selecting 
the brightest blossom she can find, always 
scarlet, she cuts out little round pieces of the 
gay flower, and with them completely lines 
her nursery. She puts two or three thick¬ 
nesses, to make it warm. 

I think this bee baby must belong to the 
royal family, with its dainty scarlet hangings, 
and delicate food of honey. 

Don’t think that the bees and wasps make 
all the cunning nurseries. There is a little 
beetle mother, who makes a pretty green 
tent for her baby. She makes it of a leaf, 
which she leaves hanging to the tree, so that 


every breeze will rock the cradle. And that 
baby eats its own tent up. 

How do you 8upix)se a little beetle would 
go to work to roll up a leaf ever so much 
larger than itself? It is a wonderful opera¬ 
tion, and I’ll tell you how it is. First she 
gnaws through the thick veins of the leaf in 
a good many places, so that it will be easy 
to roll. Then she fastens a row' of threads, 
which she spins from her own body, from 
one side to the other. 

These threads, which are really ropes, to 
her, she tightens, one by one, by pulling 
them w ith her feet. As she draws one a little 
nearer, she spins a shorter rope to hold it 
there. So she goes on shortening them more 
and more, till she draws it completely over, 
where she wants it. 

Men, with all their w isdom, could find no 
better way to do that job, than the humble 
little beetle takes. 

If you ever notice leaves, and I hope you 
do for they’re exquisitely beautiful, you have 
perhaps occasionally seen one with white, 
zigzag paths all over it. That is made by 
the tiny grub of a little moth. It is too 
dainty to eat the skin of a leaf—you know 
leaves have sklus, don’t you ?—so It eats its 
way through the green part of the leaf. You 
can generally find the little miner curled up 
at the end of his long white path. But 
/ou’ll have to look very sharp, for he’s 
almost too little to see. 

All the mothers I have told you about, 
only take care of their own babies. How 
much more wonderful are the ways of tame 
bees, and ants, who actually live in fhmilies, 
build immense houses, and devote their lives 
to bringing up the babies of all. 

Wise men have spent lives in studying 
about them, and whole books have been 
written about each of them. It would take 
me a week to tell you all about them. 

THE CAVE OF ADELSBURG. 

BY M. P. H. 

Some curious looking spars had attracted 
the attention of Robert and James, as they 
were helping Uncle Frank rearrange the 
books in his library; and, in answer to their 
inquiries, he replied, 

“ Those are from the Cave of Adelsburg, a 
celebrated grotto near Trieste; the most 
extensive and magnificent of any in Europe, 
perhaps I might say, more splendid than any 
in the w'orld. I spent several hours there, 
and /was amply repaid for the time and 
trouble.” 

“Tell us about it, won’t you, unclef’ 
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said the boys; a request which was readily 
granted; and Uncle Frank, seating himself 
in his easy chair, continued, 

“ One peculiarity of this grotto is an impet¬ 
uous river, which rushes rapidly through a 
part of the cavern, and then suddenly dis¬ 
appears, plunging into the depths of the 
earth, and is seen again several miles distant, 
where it is called the Unz. This is supposed 
*to be the same as the torrent which flows 
through the cave, from the fact that pieces 
of wood, thrown into the stream in the 
grotto, appear again upon the River Unz, 
several hours after. 

“ Having reached the cavern, we soon 
found ourselves in a very magnificent 
apartment, about one hundred feet In 
hight. The crystal columns supporting 
the lofty roof glistened like diamonds, as 
did, also, the stalactites which hung down¬ 
ward in every direction; and, as our torches 
flashed upon them, they appeared beautifully 
tinged with every color of the rainbow. 
This sight, alone, was extremely grand; but 
you must add to this the brilliant lights of 
our guides and companions, nearly seventy 
in number, flashing along the vast length of 
this subterranean palace; and the roaring 
river, tumbling in foamy sheets beneath us, 
as we stood upon a natural bridge which 
spanned it; while far before us, in the <ym 
distance, appeared a seemingly endless suc¬ 
cession of these sparkling pillars and spars.” 

” It must be splendid!” exclaimed the boys. 

“Having crossed the bridge,” continued 
Uncle Frank, “ we soon entered another 
apartment, equally beautiful, though differ¬ 
ent. Here were petrifactions resembling 
flowers and shrubbery; so much so, that 
names have been given accordingly, as, the 
banyan tree, the fir tree, etc.; while clusters 
of glistening flowers, from their rosy or 
golden hues, have acquired the names of 
rose, tulip, yellow lilies, etc. In some places 
these petrifactions resemble folds of sculp¬ 
tured drapery, most exquisitely finished. 
Others are semi-transparent; and, when a 
light is placed behind them, appear beauti¬ 
fully tinged with various colors, or the edges 
glisten as with gold.” 

“Are there a great many apartments, as 
in the Mammoth Care ?” asked Robert. 

“Yes; and in some, instead of the vast 
stalactites suspended from the roof, yon 
would see great pillars of glistening spar, 
some pure as alabaster, others of various 
colors, supporting lofty arches, and remind¬ 
ing yoa of the aisles and vaulted roof of 
some grand cathedral. 

“One apartment is called the ballroom, 


from the fact that the peasants of the neigh¬ 
borhood assemble here for a gay festival of 
music, dancing and feasting, once every year. 

“One grand hall I called the music room; 
so many of the petrifactions here being of 
snch peculiar forms, either hollow, or bell- 
shaped, that when struck they sent forth 
sounds, as of silver bells, or organ pipes, 
reverberating through the winding passages 
of these extensive caverns, or echoing from 
the arehing roofs. In fact, while exploring 
these spacious recesses, there is a continual 
succession of new beauties and wonders, and 
the mind is kept constantly filled with ad¬ 
miration and delight, and not unfrequently 
with awe.” 

LADY. 

BY MBS. FANNIE R. PEUDGB. 

Do the w'cc ladies belonging to our }*oung 
Corporal’s grand army know the original 
meaning of the title they assume, the deri¬ 
vation of our English word, lady f The word 
is of Saxon origin, being at the first written 
Laffday^ and signifies “bread giver." Ac¬ 
cording to old Saxon usage, the mistress of 
a manor was expected to distribute, once a 
week, or oflener, bread and other necess.iries 
to all the poor belonging to the domain of 
her husband, father, or son with whom she 
resided. Tliese gifts were bestowed by her 
own hand, and were accompanied by kind 
words of sympathy and encouragement; 
and hence came the appellation, Laffday, 
now softened down into our English word, 
lady, meaning, literally, “ bread giver," and 
symbolically, comforter, helpKjr, friend. How 
beautiful the synonym; how tender and lov¬ 
ing the sweet name thus bestowed by the 
grateful hearts, where the gentle donor of 
these charities was ever after enthroned. Our 
modem use of this word seems almost a pro¬ 
fanation of something holy ; while the char¬ 
acter of the fine lady of the present day 
seems little in harmony with that of the 
Laffday of our 8axon ancestors. 

Let the little lady readers of The Corpo¬ 
ral ask themselves which approaches nearest 
the Bible models of female excellence; and 
which they would choose to resemble. Shall 
it be one who lives for herself alone? for 
dress, display and admiration, frittering away 
life’s young morning, as does the gidoy but¬ 
terfly, in foolish pastimes, that lay the* foun 
dation for the bitter regrets of riper yean^’' 
Or shall it be the Saxon iMffday, whose gen¬ 
tle deeds of kindness and loving words of 
sympathy so sacredly enshrined her memory 
in the hearts of the needy and euflering one^ 
about her; and whose very name was, to her 
humble dependents, the beauteous synqnym 
of all that IS most fi^r and lovely in wom^ ? 
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Emily Hunti*ioton Millbk, Editor. 


CHICAGO, AUGUST, 1871. 


OUT OF SCHOOL. 


Probably nine-tenths of all our young 
readers are now enjoying the delights of 
THcation. Wading in shallow brooks; fish¬ 
ing in quiet, shady nooks, where the speckied 
trout love to hide away from the heat; fol¬ 
lowing the mowers through the fragrant 
fields ; watching the reapers in the rustling 
wheat; gathering flowers and berries; filling 
jiockcts and apitins with the early harvest 
apples ; driving home the cows at evening; 
and lying bi-oad awake on moonshiny nights 
to listen to the whippoorwill on the garden 
wall. Ah! we older children can only 
remember the many charms of vacation. 
There are no more such times for us, be¬ 
cause, go where we will, and do what we 
may, oiir work and our cares follow us. 

I missed your faces, yesterday, when I 
went through the street to the office, and 
did not see the crowds of children marching 
along with books and slates; but I smiled, 
a.s I thought to myself, It is vacation now, 
and the children have gone into the counti*}', 
or are having the best times they can at 
home.” The city parks are alive with them, 
playing all sorts of noisy, rollicking games, 
and rushing about as if they never heard of 
thcrnKmicters, or lying in happy abandon¬ 
ment on the gniss under the trees, a.s if they 
never heard of ague and rheumatism, as 
heaven grant they never may. 

But how about the children who get no 
vacations? to whom, summer and w'intcr, 
the year is one long workday ? Perhaps you 
haixlly knew there were any such ; but I 
meet them on Uic street every day—chikiren 
who work in all sorts of mills and shops and 
factories, ragpickere, and lM>otblack8, and 
little peddlers, though the gypsy life of 
these out-door workers makes up somewhat 
for the lack of vacations. You could hardly 
gue.'y-s how many there are of these in all 
our great citie.s—children wiiose daily bread 
comes from their daily toll, and to whom 
vacation would mean, not rest and play, but 
starvation. You little people who groau over 
your six lionr.s in the bright sehoolrooni, with 
iKwks and pictures and merry faces all around 
you, and now and then a run to the oi>en air, 


what do you think of children, nine, eight, 
yes, only seven years old, w ho work ten houi-s 
of every day in dark, foul-smelling tobacco 
factories. And yet, in New York city, a 
great many of these little workers go to the 
evening schools, and try to study w'ith their 
tired eyes, so eager are they to learn. Their 
teachers tell us they go to sleep over their 
books, and one can hardly wonder at it. 
Don’t you wish you and I could do some¬ 
thing to help them to a vacation ? 


NATURE’S SECRETS. 

What do you know about peaches ? You 
city children think you know all about them, 
from the time w hen the little, half-ripe things 
make their appearance in little pyramids at 
the windows of the fruit stores and on the 
corner stands, at five or ten cents apiece, to 
the time when you can go down Water street 
of a morning, and pick your way slowiy for 
a quarter of a mile over boxes and baskets 
piled up with the gi*eat, luscious globes of 
white and red and yellow, their downy cheeks 
blushing through the slats, and their fra¬ 
grant breath plainly discernible even amid 
the odors of Chicago river. And the country 
children are sure they know, for they have 
w'atched the trees put on their delicate pink 
bloom in the spring, and the small, green 
fruit slowly grow and round and color and 
ripen. They have tried them over and over 
with their sunburnt knuckles, to see if they 
were getting mellow, and know' all about 
the joy when the first one fell from the tree 
and lay in the trampled grass. But how 
many of you know that the peach was, in 
its native country, only a bitter almond, 
W’hose seed yielded so poisonous an oil that 
it was used for dipping the heads of ariow s, 
to render their wounds deadly? And when 
It was introduced into Persia, this was sup- 
]K>sed to be its only value; but, lo! what 
wonders w'erc wro’ught by transplanting and 
cultivating, until the wild, bitter almond 
was transformed into the luscious peach. 

And when you run riot in the orchards, 
among the Golden Sweets and Maiden’s Blush 
and Winesaps and Early Harvest, and all the 
wonderful variety of apples which make the 
vacation memories delightful, do you stop to 
remember that they all sprang from the sour, 
wild erabapple, whose puckery flavor is too 
much for even a schoolboy’s jinlate, and 
wTiose only merit is in the wilderness of 
sweet-breathed blossoms so jealously guard¬ 
ed by the thorny bi*anches. It is pretty 
much the same w ith all our fi uits and vege¬ 
tables and flow'ei*s. Nature has given us tlie 
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rare pleasure Of working with her aud help¬ 
ing to make the earth more fruitful and 
more beautiful. Think of helping to make 
a rose, or a peach, or a great, white lily! 

You have heard people say that it takes a 
good workman to work without tools, but 
did you ever notice how few tools Nature 
uses in her wonderful work? Sunshine and 
air and water, and the same earth as food 
for all her thousand children; yet side by 
side the little fibrous roots go wandering 
through the soil and draw up the sap that is 
green in the leaf and red in the blossom, and 
blue or gold in the next neighbor. Nature’s 
secrets are worth studying, and I wish I could 
induce you all to try to find them out. 


ENGRAVING ON WOOD. 

Pl-ivate Queer promised to tell his little 
friends how engraving on wood is done, but 
his Knapsack is quite full this mouth. So 
the editor climbed up to the fourth story— 
almost everything you want to see, in Chi¬ 
cago, is In the fourth story—to ask Messrs. 
Forbes and Hallock just how they made 
their beautiful pictures. And these gentle¬ 
men very kindly explained their work to the 
editor, much more clearly than she can ex¬ 
plain it to you, since every part of the pro¬ 
cess went on right under her eyes. 

First, the designer sketches the picture 
roughly on paper, then he draws it carefully 
upon a block of Smyrna boxwood, the top 
of wldch is covered with a thin coating of 
whiting. This boxwood comes from the 
Mediterranean, not in whole cargoes, but for 
dunning, as the sailors call it—that is, to pack 
other articles. It is so firm and close that 
the blocks, which are sawn across the grain, 
will cut in fine grooves exactly as brass or 
lead would do. If the picture is to be very 
large, it is drawm in sections, and the blocks 
firmly screwed together after it is engraved. 
When the drawing is complete, it looks pre¬ 
cisely as if printed on the block, the shading 
being done by the pencil and India ink. 

Then the block goes to the engraver, who 
sits facing a window, with a shade like a 
little roof over his eyes. He first covers the 
block with paper, to protect the drawing, 
places it on a rest, above which is fixed a 
large magnifying glass, and by the side ol 
which lie his tools, about a dozen of them, 
as much like small, pointed chisels, with 
cork handles, as anything. Tearing away a 
bit of the paper, so as to expose the top of 
the picture, he puts his eye to the glass and 
rapidly cuts away the wood, in fine, delicate 


grooves and lines, following exactly the 
drawing, cutting away, of courae, the wood 
between the pencil lines, so when he has fin¬ 
ished his work, the picture stands raised 
ui)on the surface of the block. Look at 
any of the pictures in this nuinl>er. Wher 
ever you see a white place the wood was 
entirely cut away ; wherever you see a dark 
one it was left; and if you notice how close 
together are the dark lines in the shading, 
you can appreciate the delicacy of the work. 
The printer prints from this block exactly 
as from type, or an electrotype is taken from 
it, which is afterward used in the same way. 
And if you examine the illustration in the 
serial story, you will see, in one corner, 
“ Forbes, del .that means the designer; 
and in the other comer, “ Hallock, sc .that 
means the engraver. And can our little 
Latin students tell us what ai*e the two 
words for which the contractions stand. 


LETTERS OP RECOMMENDATION. 

A gentleman advertised for a boy to assist 
him in his office, and nearly fifty applicants 
presented themselves to him. Out of the 
whole number he iu a short time selected 
one, and dismissed the rest. 

** I should like to know,” said a friend, 
” on what ground you selected that boy, 
who had not a single recommendation.” 

” You are mistaken,” said the gentleman, 
‘‘ he had a great many. He wiped his feet, 
when he came in, and closed the door after 
him, showing that he w as careful. He gave 
up his seat instantly to that lame, old mao, 
showing he was kind and thoughtful. He 
took off his cap, when he came iu, and 
answered my questions promptly and re¬ 
spectfully, showing he was polite and gen¬ 
tlemanly. He picked up the book which I 
had purposely laid upon the floor, and 
replaced it on the table, while all the rest 
stepped over it or shoved it aside; and he 
waited quietly for his turn, instead of push¬ 
ing and crowding, showing that he was 
honest and orderly. When I talked with 
him, I noticed that his clothes w'cre carefully 
brushed, his hair in nice order, aud his teeth 
as white as milk; and when he wrote his 
name, 1 noticed that his linger nails wen* 
clean, instead of being tipped with jet, lik 
that handsome little fellow’s, in the bluj 
jacket. Don’t you call those things leiter> 
of recommendation? 1 do, and I would 
give more for what I can tell al>out a boy by 
using jny eyes ten minutes, than all the 
fine letters he can bring me.” 
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don't know how I love it. I am a farmer's ^Irl, 
and am twelve years old. I earned my Corpo- 
BAL last Year by feeding pigs, chickens, calves, 
and hunting eggs for papa. This year 1 earned 
it by doing housework for mamma. Now, Pru- 
dy, if ever you come to California, please call at 
Todd's Valley, and see your little friend." 

Thank you, Nellie; seeing California is one 
of Prudy's pleasant dreams for the future. 

Union 8itrlng$. ^'‘Dear Prudy : I received 
the June number of The Corporal yesterday. 
To-day I tried to renew' my club, but did not suc¬ 
ceed. 1 commenced taking The Corporal this 
year. I was eleven yearsola the sixth of January. 
1 have one brother and three sisters. I was goiuL^ 
to draw a map for the new piize, (the chromo of 
Red Ridinghood and the Wolf,) but the latest 
map 1 could get to copy fi*om was 1860. This is 
the first letter I ever wrote. Please put this in 
your pocket, and in The Corporal." 

Aht how this letter rested Prudy's tired eyes, 
so beautifully printed, in clear, black letters, 
without one erasure. 


"Z>«ir Prudy .• As you asked for the pictures 
of your young friends, I send you mine. I could 
never tell you how much I think of The Little 
Corporal, and how much we all think of you 
and Mrs. Miller. 1 think you are Mrs. Sewell, 
and sometime I mean to know. Goodbye." 

Prudy sends thanks to all her young fHends 
for their pictures. Three came together, to-day, 
and Calista, at this very moment, seems to be 
chatting with Lucy, who has just arrived from 
Chatfiam, N. Y.. while a nice-looking boy is 
turning bis back to them both with an air of 
dignity. 

Prudy : Mamma and I were real glad 
to know how Mr. Sewell looks. We think he 
looks like areal nice man. You ought to see 
my papa; he is such a nice man. 1 am all the 
child he has in the world. Dear Prudy, 1 do hope 
you will put this in your pocket, for I want to 
show it to my papa so much. I am not going to 
tell him till I see whether it is published in Tub 
Little Corporal, or not. Mamma knows all 
about it. It is so w'arm and I am tired of writ¬ 
ing. Goodbye, dear Prudy." 

PfUlcuItlphia. '’^Dear Prudy : Next week we 
arc going to have a lair for a poor woman; won't 
you Imy a ticket ? Can you tell me why a glass 
blower has more power over the alphaoet than 
any other man ? Because he can make a D can¬ 
ter. If you put this ill your pocket, 1 am going 
to write some more." 

Prudy is afraid it is jirctty late for the fair, but 
she will buy a ticket, if Russell will send it on. 

Marian, who sends the little story ft'om New 
York^ must try again, and only write on one side 
of her imper, a rule which Prudy wishes all the 
little folks, and the big ones, too, would remem¬ 
ber. 


liarcord^ III. ^^Dear Prudy! I earned my 
money for The Corporal by selling eggs and 
pie pfaut. Ma said I might buy me some slip¬ 
pers, or take The Corporal, and I chose The 
Corporal. 1 can hardly wait for it to come, for 
I think it is a splendid paper." 

Todd'9 Valley. ^^Dear good Prudy: I have 
taken The Corporal for four years, and you 


South Vin^ndy N. J. '"'DearPrudu : learn¬ 
ed the money to get The Corporal picking ber¬ 
ries. I wish you would have your picture instead 
of the little girl writing letters. 1 am ten years 
old, and live in -New Jersey. I have been to 
school seven months and a half without being 
absent a whole day, or tardy once. I have got 
the whooping cough. I have not got it very 
hard. I wish you would ask Mr. Miller if he 
cannot possibly get The Corporal printed every 
week." 


PfuljM. ‘‘2>ear Prudy : I will tell you about 
a cat we bad. Her name was Tabby, and she 
was nine years old. One day we missed her, 
and could not find her. One day I was out by 
the barn, and I heard a cat, and called my father 
and told him, and we dug her out. She had been 
under the barn three days and three nights. It 
was when there was a a large snow storm. Please 
put this in The Corporal." 

New Lebanon SpOy N. Y. ^'Dear Prudy : I 
very much wish you would tell me how they 
luoKc wood-cut pictures. I saw a letter in The 
Corporal asking you to tell how they make 
shot, so I thought you would tell me how they 
make pictures. Be sure and put this in your 
pocket." 

Look in Private Queer's department. 

McArthury 0. '‘'‘Dear Prudy : I commenced 
my map as soon as I saw there would be a prize 
given, but I was taken sick right away afterward 
with the lung fever. When I got better I worked 
at it a little at a time, until it was finished. 1 do 
hope I'll get the prize, but I am afraid it is too 
late now. I am a subscriber to The Little Cor¬ 
poral. I and my brother Ed. together, we took 
it one year before. It is better than ever this 
year. I think you are Mrs. Miller, for I read 
^ A Year at Riverside Farm.' and that was by 
Mrs. Miller, and I read ‘Tommy's Birthday 
Party,' by Prudy, and I almost know that the 
person wno wrote about Davy Phillips wrote 
about Tommy, too. 1 am thirteen years old. I 
know you won’t put that in your pocket." 


Detroit. '“‘Dear Prudy : I am ten years old. 
I thought I would write and tell you about our 
wonderful dog Dan. He is a little black and tan. 
He catches lots of rats and mice, and shakes 
them to death. I supimse he heard us talking 
about muzzling dogs, for one day he went down 
to the boat and got on, and he went from Detroit 
to Cleveland, then to Chicago, just where you 
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live, to see you, I guess. He was gone a whole 
month; came home one Sunday, just in time so 
he would not have to be niuzzlea. Please put 
this in your pocket.” 

Qy'dflon. VL ^^Dear Ptmdy: I have taken 
The Little Corporal ever since it was printed, 
and I like it now better than ever. 1 live with 
my mother and my grandfather in a little village 
among the hills, but I was born in Illinois, Lake 
Co. My father was a soldier, but he did not live 
to come back. 1 earned the money for my Cor¬ 
poral last year. 1 went to Chicago last fall. 
When I go again, I would like to come and see 
you. 1 am mne years old. Please put this in 
your pocket.” 

Prudy was just going to beg the little folks not 
to send her any pencil letters, but this one is 
printed in large clear letters, and is just as good 
as ink. 

Jersey CUy, X. J. '^Dear Prudy : I am a little 

f irl twelve years old. 1 go to school and try to 
earn all I can. Now, Prudy. will you please 
answer my question, if you can? I have in my 
garden a nice large rose bush, which this season 
IS full of bugs. They arc about as big as the 
head of a pin, and of a light green color. Can 
von tell me what Is good to (Trlvc them away ? 
Here are some little verses I wrote. Arc they 
good enough for a composition to be read in 
school 

THE BROOK. 

meadow. 


Sprinkling the bright flowers. 

With a mlvery sprav; 

Singing the song of fairies. 

Always light and gay. 

Down the mountain side, 

(Jlldlng on Its way ; 

Throuffh the shady glen. 

All the livelong day. 

P. S. Mr. Sewell looks just I thought he 
would. He is sploRdid.” 

Prudy is glad you like Mr. Sewell’s picture. 
It is a little too old, and a little too grave, but 
on the whole, very good. As for the green bugs, 
they are probably aphides, and a thorough drench¬ 
ing in suds made from whale oil soap will kill 
them, and all the other pests that infest the 
roses. 


St Charles. Mo. “When we received Little 
Red Ridinghood last March, we did not Avrite 
you and thank you for it, for mamma was sick, 
and I cannot write, for I am a little girl only six 
years old. Mamma writes for me, but lets me 
make it up, and signs my name to the letter. 
We all love the picture very much, and hope 
to get another of vour pretty pictures next 
winter. I will try very hard, for mamma wants 
me to get the Morning Prayer. I am coming 
to see you some day ; till then, goodbye.” 

A little girl in Alma. Jackson Co., sends a 
long and very inten'stlng letter, to tell us how 
she made a doll’s house for her little sister, 
seven years old. Prudy would like to print it 
all, but there is not i-ooin this month, so she can 
only print a little bit at the end. 

“ You never could guess half the eidoyment 
she has had out of her doll's house. Ma says, 
• A thing of beauty Is a joy for over,’ and I 
think a doll’s house is; don’t you? My little 


^^lidwood, 
blrd9 sing. 


Dashing through t1 
Singing over the 
Rlrmllng through t 
Where the sweet 


sister has a disease of the heart, and can't go 
to school. She spends her time with her doll’n 
house, and pluynig on the melodeon. I wlsli 
you could hear her play ‘ Buy a Broom,’ and 
• Katy Did,’ and some others. I think It tvould 
do you good. Now, dear Corporal, you must 
excuse bad writing and spelling, for I am only 
a little girl ten years old, and have to go a long 
ways to school, and take music lessons when 
I come home, and before I go in the morulug. 
So you see I don't have any time to waste. 
Now goodbye, and remember we shall always 
thank The Corporal for letting us know we 
could make a doll's house.” 


Thomaslon. III. Dear Prudy: I am sorry 
to say that my father has had bad luck this 
spring. He lost his stable and three hundred 
dollars’ worth of corn by fire. My father and 
mother and two children went to town, and 
my brother went north, and he got on the 
horse smoking, and some fire fell out, and 
in ten minutes the w'hole was on fire. There 
being no one about. It was too late to do any 
good before anyone could get to it.” 

It is said that nine tenths of all the bams that 
are burned, are set on fire by the carelessness of 
smokers ; which should teach people to be carc- 
fil, and not smoke. 

Palmyra. Nebtoska. “I am an old boy of 
thirty, and have traveled a good many miles 
during that time, having been to sea for three 
voyages, once right round the world; that is, 
from London (in England,) to Australia, by 
the Cape of Good Hope, and back again by 
Cape Horn. Then I have been some years in 
Ceylon and India. I like The Little Corpo¬ 
ral first rate, especially the motto. Hurrah 
for the good, the true, and the beautiful. Yours 
faithfully.” 

FaHbavU. '•'Dear Prudy: Lellie is a little 
boy five years old. His sister has taken The 
Corporal two years, and he was so much 
interested in hearing the stories that he thon^t 
he would like to have them for bis own. He 
earned the money himself by drawing in wood, 
at a i>enny a load. On Saturday night he had 
finished all but three loads. Sunday morning, 
the clouds told us we were likely to have a 
rainy day, and thinking it best to have the 
woodbox w ell filled, he took the wheelbarrow and 
wheeled three large loads to the door, and then 
carried the wood to the l>ox. When he had 
finished, his mother told him that the money 
w'as earned, and that The Corporal should 
be his for the next year. He replied, ‘Ah! 
mamma. I don’t take pay tor working Sun¬ 
day.’ A fervent prayer went up from thai 
mother’s heart, that her little one might ever 
‘ Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.' 
and that wisdom might be given her to teach 
him how’ to be good, and useful, and happy. 
Hoping that The Little Corporal will aid 
her ill this great work, she anxiously awaits its 
arrival.” 


New Alexandria. Missouri. ^^Dear Prudy 
O. just come down to Clark County, and »ce 
what nice birds and flowers we have. Do you 
ever hear or see any bli-ds in Chicago. If you 
ever come to my town please come and see me 
Go^bye.’’ 

If Pnidy was a bird herself, and could fly. 
instead of traveling on the noisy, smoky, w eari- 
some cars, she should be tempted to accept 
some of the kind invitations oi her young 
friends. 
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THE ARTIST’S DREAM. 


A NEW AMUSEMENT FOR OLD AND YOUNG CHILDREN. 

No more pleasant and profitable manner for 
si>cnding «an evening can be found, than this 
artistic amusement, which calls out the taste, 
creates a love for art, and is so simple in its 
details that any child can arrange it. 

First, fasten a large picture frame upon two 
upright i>osts, by means of screws driven through 
them into the back of the frame. Place these 
supports at the end of a room, in the center, two 
and a half feet from the wall, so that the fi'ame 
will stand npriglit, three and a half feet from the 
fioor, measuring from the lower edge. Drape all 
the space above and below and on the sides of 
the frame, to the walls of the room, with dark 
sltawls, and hang a black shawl upon the wall 
behind the frame, so as to hide all the space to 
be seen through the frame. Light the chandelier 
in the center of the room, but if there is no 
available top light, throw the light from the side 
by means of a large reflector. This light must 
be screened, which in most rooms can be done 
by the side door. 

Proctire two or three small boxes for the per¬ 
sons to stand upon, in order that their heads may 
show in the frame at the proper hight, which can 
be easily determined by the eye. It is also well 
to have a curtain in front of the frame, unh'ss 
the room has folding doors by which to conceal 
the picture from the audience while yon are pre¬ 
paring it. The eflfect is also increased by having 
an artist asleep upon a couch at the side of the 
room, who is supposed to be dreaming of the 
pictures as they pass. He may have an easel 
before him, and brushes in his hand, as if he had 
fallen asleep at his work. Almost any picture 
can be easily copied, but it is bc'st to select some 
that are pretty well known, such as Evangeline, 
Maud Mnller, Lady Washington. HighlancTMary, 
etc. With a little practice and such draperies 
as every house affords, you can thus give an 
vntertafnment well worth seeing. Occasionally 
a funny picture interspersed will add to the spirit 
of tlie affair—for instance, you can announce an 
Antique Head, by Gnitlener, and show a great 
cabbage head, in this magazine you wlllflud 
many Deautifnl pictures to co])\ . a. II. Barth tf. 


WORDS IN PANTOMIME. 

A NEW GAME FOR THE HOUSE OR OUT OP DOORa. 

This charming game may be played by chil¬ 
dren of all ages, and will interest the old and 
young alike. I have seen grandparents unite 
in it w ith their grandchildren, with mutual plea- 
sun* and profit. It Is adapted to any number of 
performers, although at least ten persons should 
be engaged in it, to render it most effective, and 
twenty-five are not too many. The company is 
first divided, so that each side may have a fair 
proportion of old and young, and of gentlemen 
and ladies and children. One party goes Into an 
adjoining room, while those who remain in the 
apartment select a word. They then call in the 
leader of the other side, and, as a guide, tell him 
some word that rhymes with the one they have 
chosen. He then consults his party, and they 
try to guess it among themselves; but instead 
of telling the word, they return and act it before 
the players who selected it. They In turn must 
guess the word which is performed before them, 
and name it. If the actors have fixed upon the 
wrong word, they are sent back to select another 
and act it, which they continue to do until they 
hit upon the right one, when they in turn select 
a word to be guessed and acted out by the other 
side. This game can be played out of doors 
quite as well, by the two parties taking different 
sides of a field or grove. The beet words for the 
purpose are those which are easily rhymed, and 
the more diflicult they are to express iu pauto- 
mime, the more fun there is for the audience 
and actors. G. B. BarlkU. 

A LONG TICK. 

The ticking of the clock at Harvard Observa¬ 
tory, near Boston, can be heard in San Francisco, 
a distance of .aimut three thousand miles. Now, 
my little friends, you will want to know how 
this is done. Of course the noise made by the 
tick of the clock in the observatory cannot be 
heard iu San Francisco, but the tick of the clock 
makes a noise in San Francisco which can be 
heard by the people there. And this is done by 
connecting the pendulum of the clock to the 
telo'jniphic w ire, in such a manner that the main 
circuit is broken and instantly closed again at 
every swing of the pendulum; and as the wire 
exteiuU to San Francisco, the instrument will 
click there at every swing of the pendulum. 


CRYSTAL BASKETS. 

You often find these pretty ornaments in the 
parlor, and perhaps some of our little girls 
would like to know how they are made, as they 
ai-e not at all costly, nor difficult to make. The 
basket, or any other ornament you wish to make. 
Is first formed with wire, (copper wire is the 
best.i as a skeleton of the pattern desired. 
Now if you wif^h blue crystals, make a solution 
of sulphate of copper in hot water, place the 
pattern, or skeleton, in this solution, and set in 
a quiet place. As the solution cools, crystals 
will be deposited on the wire. The first crystals 
w'ill be small, but to increase their size you will 
have only to prepare another solution'and set 
the basket in, and repeat the operation until vou 
think the crystals are about large enough. l*’or 
white crystals, alum cau be substituted for the 
sulpliJite of copper. 
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No. 14.—CHARADE. 

F%r8t. The time of mellow dews is mine. 

The time of shade and pale atarahiue: 

The time when weary hands upraise 
In humble prayer and grateful praise. 

Second. All times are ours. We sail the air 
When winds are low and skies are fair. 

Or hurl, like scudding ships, along, , 
When stormy gusts drive nigh and strong. 

Both. White, like the fleecy flocks of old. 
Shading to gray, and edged with gold. 
Piled in the fai* west, fold on fold. 

The sun’s last radiance we hold. 

Shapes on the sunset sky are we. 

Soft islands in a crimson sea. 

Whose far, faint ripples seem to be 
Dim bars across infinity. B. D. H. 


No. 15.—CHARADE. 

Fini. I’m round and spotted, vast and far; 

I’m clothed in flame more fierce than war; 
I’m known o’er all the earth and sea, 

And many globes belong to me. 

Second. I either colored am, or white; 

I’m never dark, but always bright; 

Where’er I am, whate’er my hue. 

I'm meant to please, and profit, too. 

Both. When joined, we are no more two things 
But one vast fiood, more swift than wings. 
Pouring through space, enwrapping spheres. 
And giving earth her changeful years. 

It gives the day her gladdening reign. 
Without its spell the moon were vain. 
Though wide its circuit, great its powers. 

It gives their tints to all the flowers, 

H^es all the grass and buds unfold. 

Tinges the ripened fields with gold. 

Warms every insect on the sod. 

And glorifies the power of God. D. D. H. 


No. 16.-RIDDLE. 

What Is it that follows wherever you go. 

Over the grass or over the snow? 

You may run as fast and as far as vou please. 
But you cannot get rid of this troublesome tease. 

F. C. M. 


AySWERS TO CHARADES. ETC., JULY EO. 

No. 1.—Cfcrtrwrftf.—Mannli-oc. No. 2.—CAamrf^.— 
Grass-hopper. No. 3.—C'/iawrfe.—Shak-speare. No. 
4.—CAorad#'.—Herod-it-us. No. '^.—French Puzzle.— 
The letter A. No. 6.—ZVcopjtaooa.—Spear. No. 7.— 
Queer Queries.—1. Leaf; 2, A mine. No. i^.—Eniqma. 
— Bed. No. 9.—Enigma.—Evie, sing. name, hinge, 
cash; Sewing machine. No. 10. — A/iaflrmww.—1. 
Amendment; 2, Astronomers; .% Machine; 4, Ency¬ 
clopedia ; 5. Old England: 6, Afterward; 7. Invento¬ 
ries; 8, New York; 9. Milwaukee; 10, Toledo; 11. 
Springfield ; 12, Boston; 1.3, Lansing; It. York; 15, 
Hamilton; 16, Dayton; 17. Columbus; 18, Monroe; 
19, Philadelphia. No. W.—Enigma.—Ka Appetite. 
No. 12—Our eyebrows. 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY NO. IS. 

(Skk July Number.) 

Thk Loaded Gun.— It wa.s a rainy day. and Frank 
climbed up the stairway into the old garret, to see 
what he could find to busy himself about. Grand¬ 
father’s old trunk stood in the corner. That reminded 
him of the war, because there was a soldier’s hat and 
coat in the trunk. So he concluded to be a soldier 
and go Into the army. He put on the soldier’s hat, 
but thought he mnst have a gun. also. What was a 
soldier good for without a gun ? So he shouldered the 
old gun, that had been hanging so long in its place, 
and marched down stairs. Frank felt quite proud, 
with his real, big gun. and marched grandly into the 
room where his little sister was playing with her doll. 
*• Stand up there and let me shoot you,” aaid Frank, 
all in fun. But it proved to be venr dear fun to iwyjr 
Frank, for tlic gun was loaded. How it came to Is' 
loaded, no one could remember. Little Flora wris 
wounded, and poor Frank was sadly frightened. wli> n 
he saw the terrible flash. He was sad a great many 
times alter that, when he saw bis little sbter Flora 
walking on her crutch. M' 0. C. 


No. 17.—A PICTURE STORY.- The First Cigar. 
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JOHN EJ. MILLKR, 

PUBLISHSR AND PbOPRIXTOR, 

No. 6 Castom House Placci Cblcnco* III. 


pF* All articles In '‘Thk Littlk Corporal'* are 
written especially for It, and paid for at good prices. 
Though copyrighted, our editorial IHends may copy 
Into their papers, if they will. In every case, give credit 
to Thk Little Corporal. This notice Is Inserted be¬ 
cause many articles have been copied without credit. 


HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago, Philadelphia, New York City, or 
Boston banks are best for large sums, made payable to 
the order of JOHN E. MILLER. 

Post Office money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county seat. In all the cities, and In many of the 
large towns. We consider them perfectly safe, and 
the beat means of remitting fifty dollars or less, as 
thousands have been sent to ns icithoia any Iona. 

Registered letters, under the new system, are a venr 
safe means of sending small sums of money, where P. 
O. Money Orders cannot be easily obtains. Obaerre 
the ReyJiitry fef ns well as postage, mnsl he paid in 
at the office where the letter Is mailed, or It 
will TO liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 
Buy and affix the nuimpa both for /towage amt registry, 
put in the money and fteal the letter In theprrtience qj 
the po/ama^ur, and Utke his receipt for it. letters sent 
in this way to ns are at our risk. 

Where you are sending one dot/rir and a half or lea% 

E on may send greenbacks at our risk; where more 
Ian that sum is sent, either of above ways will be safe. 


THE POSTAGE on The Littlr Corporal is three 
cents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine is received. 


THE MAP PRIZE. 

We received a large nnmber of map draw¬ 
ings in competition for the prizes offered in 
the May nnmber of The Corporal. Wc 
were very much pleased with the response 
from the boys and girls to our offer. Some 
few did not quite come up to the speciflea- 
tions given in the offer, but upon the whole, 
all the drawings were very creditably done; 
quite as accurate as maps gcpcrally arc, 
evincing a good degree of practice in draw¬ 
ing, and a commendable knowledge in the 
science of geography. Our offer was to glvd 
a copy of Red Ridinghood and the Wolf for 
the best map sent in by the girls under 15 
years of age, and the same for the best map 
from the boys, thus giving the girls and 
hoys an equal chance. The prizes arc award¬ 
ed to the following: 

Frances M. Abbott, Concord, N. H., ige 18 
years. 

Henry S. Livinoston, Galesburg, 111., age 11 
years. 

A NEW* PRIZE. 

We offer a prize for the best translation of 
the picture story in the present nnmber of 
Tbs Corporal. Also a prize for the second 
best translation. The competition is open 


to any subscriber of The Little Corporal 
under 18 years of age. The manuscript 
must be wrttten in Ink, on one side of the 
paper only, not to exceed three hundred 
words, and must reach ns before the 20th of 
August. Write your name and address at 
the top of the first page. We cannot under¬ 
take to return any manuscript, nor have any 
correspondence whatever concerning the 
competition. 

The prizes to be given are, for the' best 
translation, a copy of the chromo of Red 
Ridinghood and the Wolf, large size, price 
$ 10; or, a set of croquet, price $ 10. And 
for the second prize, a copy of Red Riding- 
hood and the Wolf, small size, price $6; or 
a set of croquet, price $6. 

The awards will be announced in • the 
October number 

BIND THE CORPORALS. 

Every subscriber ought to preserve the 
numbers of The Corporal, and have them 
bound in a neat volume, at the end of the 
year. Many of you do so, but there are 
others who live so far away from places 
where such work Is done, that the expense of 
sending to the cities and towns is often more 
than the cost of the binding, making alto¬ 
gether a very dear book when it is all done. 
Now, in order to meet the wants of such that 
do not live near where the binding can be 
done, I have had a lot of the Emerson Binder 
manufactured of special size for The Corpo¬ 
ral. This Binder is the best I have ever 
seen. It consists of stiff, board sides, with 
cloth back and gilt title, like an ordinary 
book cover or lids. It is so arranged that 
one number can be inserted and firmly fast¬ 
ened, and others added from time to time, 
until the year is complete. It is so simple, 
and so easily done, that any child can do it. 

The price of the binder is sixty cents each, 
to be had at this office, or sent free by mail, 
upon receipt of the price. Send for it, and 
try it, and I am sure you will love your mag¬ 
azine all the better for being kept together 
in a neat form. 


' SOMETHING VALUABLE 

For Clinrehes ood Snndar Schools. 

A System of Schediles and Checks to carry out 
a simple and efficient plan, by which the revenne 
of any church or Snnday school may be largely 
increased without being burdensome to tn^ose 
interested. The books, checks, etc., necessary 
for working the plan cost $10, and will be worth 
hundreds of dollars to those using them. 

Any person Interested, who will write ns, en¬ 
closing stamp, will receive a circular describing 
the plan. It is the same plan furnished by the 
Evangelical Press Association, of which Gov. 
Claflin of Massachusetts is President, and Bishop 
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Janes, Senator Wilson, Gen. Howard, Senator 
Buckingham, H. Thane Miller, Senator Harlan, 
anti John V. Farwell, are among the Vice Presi¬ 
dents, and I am General Agent. 

JOHN E. MILiLERy Publisher* 

Little Corporal Opficb, CHICAGO, IL L . 


SOMETHING NEW. 

EVANOELICAL DIAMONDS. 

I am the General Western Agent for the beau¬ 
tiful little Diamonds, issued by the Evangelical 
Press Association. These Diamonds are really 
little, condensed tracts, the size of, and made 
like postage stamps, gummed on the back, and 
separated oy perioration, so that they can be 
easily detached and used Just as you would use 
postage stomps. They may be stuck on letters, 
or anywhere else you may choose to place them. 
TTiey may be used for counsel, reproof, or W'am- 
ing. and properly usedjinay be made the means 
of doing great good. The matter of these Dia¬ 
monds IS printed in fine type, and the subjects 
are various. Some treat or the Christian Sab¬ 
bath, others are on the subiecls of temperance, 
swearing, reading of good books, purity of life, 
prayer, etc. These little diamonds should be in 
the hands of all people who desire to do good. 
They may be so used as often to be more effec¬ 
tual than tracts, sermons, or lectures. 

These Diamonds are put un in convenient, as¬ 
sorted packages, one hundred in an envelope, and 
sold at ten cents per i)acket. Discounts on large 
quantities. We can send them by mail, on re¬ 
ceipt of price. Address JOHN E. MILLER, 
Publisher, Chicago, 111. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Any books noticed or advertised in The Little 
Corporal, will be sent by us, by mail, postpaid, on 
receipt of price. _ 

From the enterprising publishing house of D. 
Lathrop & Co, Boston, W’e have four choice, new 
books, which will form a valuable addition to 
the already popular Prize Series issued by this 
house: SUSIE’S SPECTACLE'S is a book of 
rare merit. The spectacles are meant for the 
eyes of the mind, rather than for the body, and 
they help in discovering faults at home, and vir- 
tuesabroad. THE FLOWER BYTHE PRISON, 
by E. E. F. THIS ONE THING I DO, by Mrs. 
A. E. Porter, and, TRIFLES, by A. It. D., con¬ 
stitute the remainder of the set, and are by their 
attractiveness and merits worthy of the place 
they occupy in the series. Chicago, American 
Tract Society. 

From Horace B. Fuller & Co., we have, IN 
THE WORLD, by Mary G. 1)arhno. This 
is a sequel to Battles at Horae," by the same 
author. From the same publisher we have, also, 
THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG MEN, by Horace 
Mann. These thoughtswere originally prepared 
and given by the author in public lectures 
throughout the country. It is a valuable book 
to every young man, and we are glad that a new 
edition is proauced in such a neat and compact 
form. S, C. Griggs & Co., Chicago. 

THE YOUNG MECHANIC, from Putnam & 
Sons, New York, is a book containing directions 
for the use of all kinds of tools. A very useful 
and desirable book to put into the hands of our 
mechanical boys. “ possei^ed of sound heads 
and willing hands." Price $1.7.5. For sale by 
S. C. Griggs & Co., Chicago. 

(JOOD SELECTIONS IN PROSE AND 
POETRY, published by J. U. Schemerhorn, 
New.York, is a handy little volume for schools, 
home and church sociables, etc. Some t»f tin 


select ions are old and etale, but there are alao 
many new and freeh ones added. To those who 
ore constantly asking, “What shall I read? or, 
what shall I speak?" this will be a very desirable 
help. 

From James R. Osgood & Co., Boston, we 
have JIM DLUDSO AND UTTLE BREECHES, 
by John Hay, and the HEATHEN CHINEE, by 
Bret Harte. 

From T. B. Peterson & Bros., Philadelphia, we 
have the following list of recently-published 
novels: KNIGHT OP QWYNNE, by Charles 
Lever, 75c. TOM BURKE by Charles Lever, 
75c. SIMON, ^ George Sand, 50c. BAIL; or 
The Crossed P^ath, by Wilkie Coluns, 75c. 
VALENTINE VOX, by Henry Cocktok, 75c. 
Chicago, 8. C. Griggs & Co. 

CENSUS OP THE UNITED STATES BY 
COUNTIES. A very valuable and convenient 
little book for the de^ or the pocket Published 
by R. A. Campbell, Chicago. 

THE ADVANCE, Chicago, Ill., now ranks 
among the best religious papers published. Its 
editonals are Independent and on timely topics; 
its contrilMitors rank among the most noted 
Ivriters in the land. To those desiring a com¬ 
plete family paper we can heartily recommend 
Advance. For their special offer to new 
subscribers, see advertisement in another col¬ 
umn. __ 

S. Brainard’s Sons, Music PubUshers, Cleveland, 
Ohio, send us copies of two of their latest publica¬ 
tions. ^ng Diamonds, and, Kimball's Organ Volun¬ 
taries. The first most fitly named, being a collection 
of songs, mostly new, and very many <m them never 
before published In this coimfry. The Uble of con¬ 
tents showing a care in the selection which makes 
the book a perfect cluster of gems for parlor maalc. 
The second, Kimball’s Organ VoluntarW suited to 
tbe capacity of Reed as well as Pipe Organs, and 
mcettnga want never before supplied. The volunta¬ 
ries are medium difficult, and adapted for choir use 
in churches where great organs j^d master per^m- 
eis cannot be had. ^he Pearl, a Sunday-School Sing¬ 
ing Book recently nubllshed by the Bralnards, is hav¬ 
ing an Immense sale. 

All trk Leading Newspapers published In tbe 
United Slates may be found on file at the Advertising 
Agency of Geo. P. Rowell t Co., cf No. 40 Park Row, 
New York. ___ 
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LITTLE JOHN’S KITE LINE. 


BY AUGUSTA LAKNED. 



■ ITTLE John was a very pleas- 
' ant boy when things went jiist 
exactly right, and he could 
liave his own way, and nobody 
teased or vexed him. He did 
not like to be hiterfered with ; 
and it \<ra8 his private opinion 
tliat his affairs were of a little 
more c onsequence than those 
of ordinary mortals, and that 
what belonged to him ought 
to be very rigidly respected. As we say, 
the conditions being favorable, John was 
a genial, light-hearted boy. But, unfor¬ 
tunately, the conditions were not always 
favorable. Other people besides John 
seemed to think their affairs were of some 
importance, too, much to the lad’s disgust; 
and I am afraid some shallow observers, who 
visited Jolm’s mamma, got the impression 
that he was a touchy, irritable, selfish boy. 

John did not find it easy to get along with 
his companions, and when any disturbance 
arose, it always seemed to him that they 
were wrong and he was right. Very often, 
when a knot of lads from the neighborhood 
were playing “ Touch the Goal,” or ” Alley,” 
little John got offended, and ran into the 
bouse and up stairs where his mother sat 
sewing, and told her with great indignation 
that the boys had abused him, and he meant 
never to have anything more to do with 
them. 

These things made little John’s mamma 
unhappy; and she often tried to show him 
that the trouble lay in himself, but not with 
any great success. He was like a certain 
Mrs. Gummidge you will perhaps read about 
some day, who thought everybody was 
against her. 

Now, one pleasant afternoon in spring. 


when flocks of white and purple pigeons 
came w'hirring down through the sunny air, 
and settled on the stones of the quiet street 
where John lived, and the bare tree branches 
seemed to be whispering love secrets to the 
sky, the little lad, who had found it conven¬ 
ient to forget past slights and offenses, was 
out w'ith the neighbors’ boys, flying a brau 
new' kite, which his papa had given him the 
day before, together with a large reel of excel¬ 
lent kite line. 

The wind was fair, and the pretty kite, 
marked with blue and yellow figures, rose 
gallantly and strained against the breeze, and 
drew the line out so fast it got twisted in the 
fence, and stretched across the walk. Higher 
and higher It rose, like a glad, live thing, that 
feels, for the first time, the joy of freedom. 
The boys shouted, and oheered, and clapped 
their hands; and John was so excited, to sec 
it growing a mere speck in the sky, ho did 
not mind how his string got twisted, or how 
it impeded the motions of passersby. 

A good many persons dodged under It, or 
stepped over it, perhaps with an impatient 
word at the interruption ; but at last a fine 
lady came along, dressed in a sweeping, 
green silk dress, and a velvet mantle. John 
knew who she was, and that she lived on the 
block below. He had often watched her 
when she drove out in her fine carriage, 
drawn by a handsome, sleek pair of bays; 
and perhaps he envied her a little, and wish¬ 
ed, in his foolish, young, ignorant heart, 
that his father could keep a carriage. The 
lady seemed to be in a desperate hurry, and 
she tripped against the kite line with such 
violence it snapped in two, and flew out of 
John’s hand. Of course, she stumbled^ but 
instantly recovered herself, and sped along 
as if totally unaware that she had caused a 
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tempest of grief and anger in a little boy*6 
heart. John fairly stamped with rage, as he 
saw his beautiful, new kite come fluttering 
down out of the sky, and lodge in the top 
of a tree across the way, in just the most 
difficult place to get at. 

“ She broke my string a-purpose, I know 
she did,” cried he; “ and then she hadn't 
the decency to say she was sorry for it. But 
ril pay her of!^ see if I don’t.” 

He dashed down to the corner of a busy 
avenue near by, and felt for his jack-knife as 
he went along. That old gentleman who is 
said to be very much engaged with other 
people’s business was whispering in his ear 
a mean, stupid plan of revenge. 

The lady stood just on the curb stone, tap¬ 
ping it impatiently with her foot, while a 
line of drays and cars choked the way. If 
little John could have seen her careworn, 
haggard face, under its rich vail, 1 do not 
believe he would have stooped down, as he 
did, and cut an ugly, zig-zag gash in one of 
the breadths of her silk dress. 

All unconscious of what had happened, 
the lady hurried across the street, when the 
first gap occurred, and John slunk away, 
feeling too guilty, the minute after the action 
was done, to allow' a policeman’s eye to rest 
u]xm him. 

He did not go straight home, but sauntered 
past, to the other end of the block, where a 
wrinkled old dame kept a peanut stand. 
The boys had gone aw’ay round the square, 
to see a hook and ladder company start for 
some fire in the next ward. There dangled 
his poor kite in the top of the alanthus tree. 
He did not care how' long it hung there. 
He would have given fifty kites if he could 
have put a whole breadth in that green silk 
dress. 

How could he do such a mean, sneaking 
thing ? He asked himself the question over 
and over again. It seemed as though the 
people in the street must detect some traces 
of it in his face. He thought the old peanut 
woman was cold to him. They were cronies, 
he and she, and had had many a pleasant 
chat about County Cork, ” Quid Ireland,” 
where she came from. John secretly regarded 
County Cork as an earthly paradise. To-day 
the old lady was not inclined to be sociable, 
which is perhaps accounted for by the fact 
of her having a cold in the head. 

John found himself wondering half the 
time what the lady would say when she dis¬ 
covered that hideous rent in her green silk 
dress. It was just possible she might think 
it bad caught on a nail. But no ; the cut of 
a knife is easily detected. Then he fancied 


what a piece of work it would be to repair 
the damage, shift the trimming, and all, for 
John knew considerable about the myste¬ 
ries of dressn^king and altering. He had 
watched his mother and the sewing girl 
many a time, as they snipped into new 
goods, or made ” auld does look amaiat as 
w'cel’s the new.” 

When it began to grow dusk, and before 
the street lamps were lit, John ran home, for 
he was afraid his father would come along, 
and catch him idling about the comer. The 
children were just going down stairs to tea, 
and he went with them, and sat down at 
the table without saying a word. Mary, the 
nurse maid, thought, as she express^ it, 
John looked “peaked;” and when she told 
him to go to bed, she was surprised to have 
him obey without giving her a syllable of 
“ imperdencefor Mary’s views, and the 
little boy’s, I am fain to confess, did not 
always agree. 

That evening there was company down 
stairs, and John lay wide awake in his bed, 
listening to the laughter and confusion. 
Somebody went to the piano, and sang a 
Scotch ballad in a very sweet voice ; but he 
only wigbed the people would all go home, 
and leave him in peace. He tossed and tum¬ 
bled about, until his head grew very hot, 
and his tongue felt parched, and all the time 
his heart was like a lump of lead in his bosom. 
Still, do what he would, sleep refused to 
come and bless him. 

At last, near midnight, John heard the 
front door slam, and afterward somebody 
closing the parlor windows, and presently 
his mamma came in, yawning a bit, and 
pushing the heavy hair away from her tem¬ 
ples. She went and turned on the gas jet, 
w'hich had been lowered to a tiny spark. 

“ O, mamma, I could not go to sleep until 
I had told you something.” 

Little John’s lip began to quiver as he sat 
up in bed, his eyes looking really piteous and 
distressed, and his hair twisted into all sorts 
of funny little tails. 

The lad's mamma got over her sleepiness 
instantly, and, in surprise, went and sat 
down on his bedside. He crept right into 
her arras, and sobbed out the story of the 
kite line and the unfortunate green silk 
dress, in such a way that she managed to 
get a pretty clear idea of what had happened. 

Of course, she was shocked to discover 
that her little boy had been gruilty of such 
a malicious piece of mischief, but she could 
hardly regret, in spite of it, that at last some¬ 
thing had happened to put him clearly in the 
wrong, and reduce him to a state of humility 
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and penitence. He had suflVred a good deal 
already, so she refrained from all harshness, 
but, nevertheless, held a plain, serious talk 
with her little boy, and at last It was settled 
that in the morning they should go together 
to the lady’s house, and make a full and free 
confession, leaving it to her to say what pen¬ 
alty John must pay for his offense. ' 

The lad was very much relieved by all 
tills, and soon fell asleep, with wet lashes 
resting against his cheeks, which looked far 
paler than usual. When morning stole in at 
the window, and John woke up to a realizing 
sense of the coming interview', he began to 
dread it like the toothache. He knew that 
his mamma always did what she promised to 
do, so he was prepared, when, soon after 
tireakfast, she told him to put on his coat 
and cap, and come with her. 

They walked together silently down the 
street, stopped at the lady’s house, (Mrs. 
Bristol was her name,) mounted the broad 
steps, and rang the door bell. The lad’s 
heart knocked hard against his breast. It 
was some minutes before the maid servant 
came to open the door, and when she did 
appear, her eyes looked red and sw’ollen. 

“Can we see your mistress a minute?” 
Mrs. Hope, John’s mother, asked, quietly. 

“ Indade, mum, I much misdoubt if the 
missus can see yees the momin’. She’s bein’ 
sore put about with the illness of her little 
girl, and one whiles we thought as how the 
darlint w^ouldn’t worry through the night.” 

John’s heart gave a great thud against his 
jacket. 

“Indeed,” said Mrs. Hope, very sympa¬ 
thetically ; “ I hope the little child is better 
this morning.” 

“ I’m aflher thinkin’ she isand the soft¬ 
hearted creature gave a couple of dabs at 
her eyes with the comer of her apron. “ It 
seems like the Lord meant to spare her to 
us, for when she’s hersel’, mum, she’s for all 
the world just like a sunbeam, dancin’ from 
one room to t’other.” 

“If your mistress hasn’t lain down yet,” 
said Mrs. Hope, after a moment’s pause, 
“ perhaps she would see us here in the hall, 
if you tell her there is a little boy here who 
cannot be happy until he has made a confes¬ 
sion to her.” 

The girl shut the door she had held all 
this time in her hands, and went up stairs, 
wondering what queer “ arrant ” had brought 
the lady and little boy “that early” to the 
bouse. Before long Mrs. Bristol came down, 
in a wrapper, looking pale, her anxious eyes 
heavy with watching and want of sleep. 

“You will excuse us,” began John’s 


mamma, “ for intruding upon you just at 
this time, when 1 tell you that my little son 
here wanted, above all things, to come and 
beg your forgiveness. 

“O, yes,” sobbed John, in answer to her 
quick glance, hiding his ficice in the folds of 
his mother’s dress, “ I did a very mean act 
yesterday. You broke my kite string in the 
street, and then I got mad, and I ran and 
cut a slit in your green silk dress, and I—I— 
won’t never do so no more. I ask your 
pardon.” 

“You poor, dear child,” exclaimed the 
lady, going impulsively and kneeling down 
beside him, and putting her arm round his 
shoulder. “Did I break your kite string? 
Then I must beg your forgiveness. I would 
not knowingly hurt a little child’s feelings 
for the world. I think we are pretty nearly 
even; and you need not fret any more about 
the dress, for I dare say it can easily be 
mended.” 

“No, it can’t,” sobbed John. “It’s a 
great, long, ugly, skewy slit.” 

“ Well, we’ll say no more about it. You 
must have been sadly vexed to have your 
kite string broken; but I was thinking so 
much about my sick baby I scarcely heeded 
what happened on the street. I had been 
to the doctor’s, and was hurrying home aa 
fast 08 my feet could carry me, for I cannot 
begin to tell you how sad and anxious my 
heart was then. Thank God, it is lighter 
now. We know she will live.” 

John and his mamma stayed considerably 
longer than they expected to. Mrs. Bristol 
took Mrs. Hope up stairs to where her sick 
baby lay, and the pale, little creature opened 
her large, blue eyes, and smiled a w’an, weak 
smile up into the visitor’s kind face. 

Mrs. Bristol and John’s mamma grew to 
be firm friends, and John, although he was 
not completely made over by this one lesson, 
tried to correct his faults, with excellent 
success. You can see Baby Bristol queening 
it among the Hope children almost any day, 
and many a splendid ride has John had 
since, in Mrs. Bristol’s fine carriage. 


SEPTEMBER. 

BY L. D. NICHOLS. 

September here! of all the year 
The queenly, generous giver. 

How sweet to float. In open boat, 
Adown the leaf-strewn river. 

The frosty mom, the ripening com 
Calm days we long remember. 

The harvest moon^ the glowing noon. 
Belong to thee, September. 
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OUR SECOND TRIP TO NEW ALMADEN. 

BY M. B. BANNISTER. 


How many of you would like to go with 
me on another visit to New Almaden? My 
omnibus is large enough to hold you all; so 
elainber in, and let us be off while the 
morning air is fresh and cool. 

How pleasant it is to recognize, here and 
there, the scones which attracted us on our 
former trip I There is the creek we forded, 
with the tall sycamores hanging over it; 
here it was that the irrepressible Harry 
threw crimson, June apples at a group of 
children who stared at us as we passed. A 
hare crosses our road, and disappears in the 
chaparral. I wonder if it isn’t the very 
same hare we saw just here before ! 

We are climbing the mountain now, and 
we shall soon reach the turn in the road, 
from which we shall have a most magnificent 
view of the Valley of Santa Clara. Now 
look! Did you ever see a grander sight? 
We had no idea the valley was so large, 
while we were down in the bottom of it. 
The grain has all been gathered in from the 
broad fields ; but their golden 'tinge tells of 
the rich harvests that ripened there. In 
strong contrast, is the dark green of orchards 
and of the trees that mark the water courses. 
What a beautiful mosaic fioor it is! Tliat 
largest cluster of houses, apparently buried 
in trees, is the city of San Jose. Close to it, 
on the left, is the town of Santa Clara ; and 
a little farther to the left, six miles north of 
Santa Clara, a few white dots show us where 
Alviso stands, at the southern point of San 
Francisco Bay. Away to the north, stretch 
the blue waters of the bay, and if it w'ere not 
for the ocean fog, I am sure we could see 
San Francisco, itself. 

Beyond the valley, on the east, the moun¬ 
tains rise range upon range. Every outline 
shows sharp and clear in this crystal air, and 
very likely you think it would be fine fun to 
climb to the very top of Mt. Hamilton, the 
highest peek in sight. Nothing could con¬ 
vince you how far and how high those 
mountains are, unless you traveled among 
them. 

How many of the boys have learned 
enough Latin to tell the meaning of cton«, 
a, um f If you do not know, ask some of 
your learned friends, whether the name of 
the valley would not be beautifully appro¬ 
priate, without its prefix, Santa. 

But we must not tarry longer, and after 
those two teams have passed us, here where 


the road is wide enough, we will go on up 
to the works. What sort of a load is it 
which those mules draw so slow ly and heav¬ 
ily f The low wagons are loaded with iron 
flasks, each containing seventy-five pounds 
of quicksilver; and a heavy load it makes. 
Now we will see how the flasks are filled, for 
here are the works. 

Do you see that slender line of blue smoke, 
back of the brick furnaces, and away up the 
mountain side f Is it a bonfire f No. 
Burning chaparral, perhaps? No; it’s the 
top of the chimney. 

I trust you all remember that the quick¬ 
silver ore is sulphuret of mercury, sulphur 
and quicksilver. Of course there are other 
ingredients mixed with these, a little arsenic, 
some quartz, and sometimes clay ; but after 
all, the ore is very easily reduced. And how 
do yon imagine the quicksilver is separated 
from all these other elements ? 

If you hold a cold plate in the steam of the 
teakettle, you soon find it covered with 
small drops, which run together and form 
larger drops. That is distilled water, and is 
probably much purer than the w'ater In the 
kettle. So the quicksilver is distilled from 
the heavy, solid ore. 

The fires are all laid in one line of furnaces, 
and the ore Is shoveled into the brick cham¬ 
bers prepared for it. Then the fires are 
lighted, and this set of furnaces is in full 
blast. The ore chambers are so constructed, 
that on one side the leaping flames dart 
their forked tongues right into the mass of 
ore. On the other side, away from the fire, 
the brick wall does not reach quite to the 
roof of the chamber, leaving a narrow open¬ 
ing into a chamber beyond. The farther 
wall of this does not quite reach the floor; 
the next has an opening at the top; and so 
on in a succession of empty chambers, the 
last one being about as cool as the outside air. 

Let us see w'hat becomes of the ore, under 
the influence of the intense heat. The >nl 
phur bums, producing that pungent vajw 
of sulphurous acid which you smell when a 
sulphur match is struck. It would suffocate 
us all, if there were no chance for it to escai^e 
into the open air. The quicksilver is all 
expanded into vapor by the heat, and so 
most of the ore goes off, like the steam from 
the teakettle. The mingled vapor passes 
over the wall into the second chamber, then 
under the wall into the third, and so over 
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and under, over and under, It is crowded on 
and on by the fresh clouds of vapor pressing 
up behind. But the quicksilver soon begins 
to cool, and a few drops fall on the floor of 
each chamber. Soon a little stream trickles 
out of each into a long trough set to receive 
the liquid. From this trough, it drops into 
an immense iron pot, sunk in the ground; 
and the work is done. The quicksilver is 
di])ped out with an iron ladle ; the flasks are 
weighed, sealed, and sent off. 

You would like to know what becomes of 
the sulphurous vapor? It passes out of the 
last chamber into a long, long pipe which 
carries it far up the hill, and there it creeps 
out in the form of that thin, blue smoke. 
Nobody need be poisoned by it off there, and 
it ds like a reckless murderer, sent from his 
country “ for his eountry’s good.*’ 

Will that Frank never outgrow his mis¬ 
chief? He has seized a bar of iron, and 
dropi3ed it right into the great pot of quick¬ 
silver. How will he ever get it out again? 
“ Easily enough,” says he. And he seems 
to know what he is about, for the Iron sinks 
but a little way, then comes to the surface 
and floats like a stick. Frank has only to 
reach down his hand and take it out. 

But see! The gold ling on his little finger 
seems changed to brightest silver. Ah! 
Frank, you did uot think of your ring. 
This reminds me of the principal use made 
of quicksilver in California. Can any of you 
tell what that use is ? Minnie suggests 
looking-glasses. Alas! we have to view our 
faces in foreign glasses. If you lived in as 
warm a place as I do, you would pmbably 
think first of thennometers. But if we were 
to follow one of these flasks of quicksilver, I 
have no doubt it w'ould lead us finally, to a 
mine of gold or silver. 

Did you ever see a picture representing 
the Californian miner of “ early days?” He 
stoops by the bank of a stream, with his i>an 
of ” pay dirt ” in his hand, and washes away 
till all the dirt is gone, and a tiny heap of 
gold is left. That was the first jAacer, or 
surface mining. Now most of the gold is 
taken from deep mines, and is found locked 
up in solid quartz. This gold-bearing quartz 
makes a beautiful setting for cane heads, 
brooches, and studs; but those who prefer 
bright, yellow eagles and double eagles, 
have set their wits to work to separate 
these threads of gold from the quartz. 

This is the way they do it. The thundering 
quartz mills you heard of in the ” \Tsit to a 
Silver Mine,” are set to pounding and 
stamping upon the quartz rock, till at last, 
hard as it is, it is ground to powder. Then 
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this powder is put into an amalgamator^ and 
mixed with quicksilver. Now there is no 
substance known that has such an affinity 
for gold as quicksilver. It might be said to 
have a ravenous appetite for the precious 
metals, as was seen in the case of Frank’s 
ring. If Frank had dropped his ring, as he 
did the bar of iron, it would have sunk to the 
bottom, and unless he found some way to 
rescue it at once, it would have gradually 
dis.solved, and never have been seen again. 
So, in the amalgamator, every little particle 
of gold (and silver, too, if there is any,) is 
completely dissolved in the quicksilver, and 
the quartz powder, left floating on The sur¬ 
face, is easily removed. Thus, there is 
formed a simple fluid amalgam, quicksilver 
and gold. Heat Is applied, which driv<*> the 
quicksilver off again in the form of vaix)r, 
leaving behind the gold and silver in a solid 
mass, and almost pure. The quicksilver 
vapor is cooled and condensed, then, hun¬ 
gry as ever, put in the amalgamator and 
fed with some more ground quartz. So it is 
used over and over again. But each time a 
little is wasted, and to make up this waste, 
because men are themselves so eager for 
gold, the miners of New Almaden are still 
kept at work in their underground candle 
light, picking aw'ay at the red ^innabar. 
Day after day, the furnace fires are lighted, 
and the wann quicksilver is still trickling, 
trickling into the great caldron which never 
overflows. 


MY PICTURE. 

BY SUIKI.EY CLAIR. 

A wee bit maid, with nut-brown hair 
In flossy ringlets wildly straying. 

Round, azure eyes, where light and shad* 
At hide and seek seem ever playing. 

The sunbrown cheeks, of roseate hue. 

The dimpled mouth, with lips like cherries. 
Just opened, like a fledgling bird’s. 

To catch the luscious, sweet blackberries. 

Perched on the bank with moss o'ergrown. 
Above her head the elm boughs swaying. 
One bare, brown foot peeps from the moss. 
The other In the brooklet’s playing. 

'Fhe (iipsy hat, with flowers crowned. 

Lies where the feathery ferns are blowing. 
Beside the shining bucket filled 
With berries, heaped to overflowing. 

The babbling brook, the azure sky. 

The tangled fen of feni and flower. 

The wee bit maid, throned on the bank, 

A woodland nymph within her bower. 
Behold the picture nature gave 
And in her sylvan gallery hung— 

O, ne’er a lovlier vision fair 
From artist's brain or pencil sprang. 
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LADY GRISELL BATLLIE. 

BY MRS. B. H. A. HUXTBK. 


A long, long time ago, at least two hun¬ 
dred yeai-s, there lived in Scotland a little 
girl whose name was Grisell; and as she 
showed so much sense and courage, and such 
great love for her father by the manner in 
which she aided him when he was in danger, 
I think the readers of Thb Littlb Corpo¬ 
ral would like to hear about her. 

At that time Scotland was in a very dis¬ 
turbed condition. There was a king on the 
throne who wanted everyone to do as he 
pleased, and especially to serve God in the 
way he thought best; and many laws were 
made that were hard for the people to obey. 
Some of the Scotch, for that is what they 
call the people who live in Scotland, were in 
favor of the king, and wanted him to do as 
he pleased; but there w'ere others, and 
among them this little girl’s father, who 
thought the king had no right to make such 
cruel laws and to interfere w'lth the way in 
which they wished to worship God. 

The king’s friends were the strongest, at 
first, (and it is then that my little heroine's 
story is told), and persecuted the other 
party, sometimes banishing them from the 
kingdom, shutting them up in prison, even 
torturing or killing them. Grisell loved her 
father very much, and wanted to help liim 
in any w’ay she could. When she was only 
twelve years old, a friend of his was shut up 
in prison, and it was very necessary that a 
letter containing information of importance 
should reach him. But this was hard to 
manage, as he was closely guarded. At last 
he thought of Grisell. Though she was so 
young, he knew she could be trusted, and 
her youth w'ould prevent anyone’s suspect¬ 
ing her of conveying hiformatlon of any 
importance. So she started bravely off, 
though she knew she would be punished 
very severely if found out; and after a long 
and w'earisome journey, (it w as not easy to 
travel in those times), she at last arrived at 
Edinburg, where the prisoner was confined, 
was allowed to see him, and gave him the 
letter, received his Instructions, and got off 
home safely. 

But a little while passed before her father 
was himself in great danger. His enemies 
wanted to have him in their power, and sol¬ 
diers were sent out in every direction to 
search for him. He was forced to hide first 
in one place tlien in aiiotlier, as constant 
seareh was iiiude for iiim, and his servants 


and evcrj'one around threatened with the 
heaviest punishment, if they assisted in con¬ 
cealing him. He was nearer home, however, 
in spite of all their searching, than anyone 
thought for, except Grisell and her mother 
and one servant in whom they were obliged 
to trust, and who fully justified their confi¬ 
dence. 

There was a church about a mile from 
their house, with a large, green yard all 
around it, and a vault under it. In this 
vault tliey managed, at night, to get a bed, 
and here, with no other light but that from 
a narrow’ slit in the w'all of the vault. Sir 
Patrick Home, for that was his name, lived 
for many weeks, while an active search was 
going on all around for him. No one could 
venture near him, except Grisell, and she 
could only go at midnight, when everyone 
else was in bed and asleep. Her mother 
could not go at all, for fear that by some 
accident her absence from home might be 
discovered and the cause suspected. 

It w’as a very hard trial for a little girl to 
start off in the cold, dark night, by herself, 
to steal along, frightened by every noise she 
heard, or every leaf that fell, thinking some¬ 
one was w atching her or some soldier creei>- 
ing along after her, to find out her father’s 
hiding place. Theu, too, wiien she got to 
the churchyard, that was almost the worst 
of all. How few children, even now, would 
like to go through a lonesome, old church¬ 
yard at night, alone; and in those days there 
were few Indeed that did not believe in ghosts 
and spirits rising from the dead. No doubt 
her heart beat quick, and that she looked 
fearfully around, as she stumbled over graves 
or tombstones, expecting every minute to 
see some gho.^t, clad all in w hite, rise to ask 
why she was there ; or even fancied that she 
actually saw them, perhaps, standing just 
before her at the entrance to the vault, 
warning her off. But this bi^ave, little girl 
would not listen to her fears—her love for 
her father was too great—she would hurry 
on, trying to think of nothing but him. and 
knowing that but for the provisions she car¬ 
ried him, he would have nothing to eat or 
drink in the dark vault. 

The first night, there was another danger. 
The minister lived not far from the church, 
and his dogs, hearing something move, 
barked so furiously tliat .she ex])ected ever> 
minute stuueone would come to see what 
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they were barking at, and find her out; but 
luckily no one came. Her mother was so 
much alarmed, when she heard of this new 
risk, that she sent early in the morning for 
the minister, and told him that as a mad dog 
had been seen in the neighborhood, she 
thought his dogs might go mad, too, and 
frightened him so that he hung all his dogs 
that day, and so got them out of the way. 
Very hard that was on the dogs, and their 
master, too, if he loved them as people 
sometimes love their dogs. 

In spite of all her fears, Grlsell trudged 
along every night with a supply of provi¬ 
sions, and staid with her father until just 
time enough for her to get home before day. 

.Though everything was gloomy and dark 
around them, for they could not venture to 
have a light, they would talk and laugh over 
the accidents and adventures of the day, and 
one that 1 am going to tell now made her 
father laugh heartily. 

There was great trouble in getting provi¬ 
sions, for it would never do for the children 
or servants to suspect that she took anything 
out of the house, so tlie only way she could 
manage was to slip as much as she could 
into her lap from her plate at dinner. One 
day they had a sheep's head on the table, a 
very common dish in Scotland, and one which 
she knew her father liked very much, and 
therefore she was anxious to secure a good 
portion of it for him. While the other chil¬ 
dren w'ere busy eating their broth, she con¬ 
trived to get almost the whole of the sheep's 
head into her lap, unnoticed. Suddenly her 
little brother Sandy looked up, and called 
out, in great surprise, 

“ Mother, will ye look at Grisell! While 
we have been eating our broth, she has eat 
up nearly the whole of the sheep's head." 

Notwithstanding Sandy's comments, she 
got off undiscovered, and while her father 
was enjoying it, they had a good laugh over 
Sandy's surprise at her quick destruction of 
the slieep's head; but he said she must be 
sure to let Sandy have his share next time. 

Sir Patrick Home must have watched very 
anxiously for night, which brought his good 
little daughter to him, for all through the 
day he was by himself, with not light enough 
to read. One comfort he had, and that no 
doubt was a great one. He had studied the 
Bible so well when he had opportunity to 
read it, that now, when a book was useless 
to him in the darkness, he could repeat large 
portions of it to himself as well as if he 
conid see to read it. 

AAer some time, the hiding place in the 
vault had to be given up, and they were 


much at a loss, until Grisell thought of an 
old bedstead, on the ground floor of their 
house, that drew out, and under that bed¬ 
stead she set to work to make a hiding place 
for her father, if the soldiers should suddenly 
come to the house while he was in it. The 
only way a place could be flxed was to scrape 
away the dirt from under the sliding bed¬ 
stead so that a box could be put there, in 
which he cotild lie down in case of alarm. 
How' was the earth to be removed without 
anyone knowing it? No spade or shovel 
could be used, as the noise might be heard. 
But Grisell was not discouraged; she scraped 
up the earth with her hands, and with the 
help of the same man who had proved so 
faithful before, it was all carried out at night 
into the garden, so that no one might see it 
had been moved. At last the hole was deep 
enough, and the box, with a bed in it, was 
so flxed that he could hide securely under 
the old sliding bedstead, which was well 
supplied with airholes, if there was any sud¬ 
den alarm. How pleased Grisell felt when 
it was all done; and every day she would 
look at the box to see that it was all right, 
until one day, alas ! she found the bed was 
floating in the water that had risen suddenly 
in the place she had dug for the box. 

Nothing more could be done. Everj’thlng 
had been tried, and the risk from his staying 
longer was too great, so leave the kingdom 
he must. Mr. Baillic, the friend to whom 
in prison Sir Patrick had sent Grisell, and 
whose son in long after years she married, 
had just been executed by the party in 
I)ower, and they were more anxious than 
ever to secure Sir Patrick himself, whose life 
would be anything but safe, if he were In 
their hands. Yet the attempt to get away 
was beset by many dangers. 

Again Grisell had to go to work. This 
time it was to make up clothes for her father, 
of so different a kind from what he usually 
wore that they might prevent people from 
suspecting who he was. When all this was 
done, the secret was told to another servant, 
who was much attached to his master, and 
so frightened at his danger In being in the 
house, that he fainted when told Sir Patrick 
was there. This man was to say to the 
others that he had to go to sell sonic horses, 
and would start for that purpose in the 
night. So, late at night. Sir Patrick crept 
out of a window and mounted a horse that 
by arrangement was fastened in an out-of- 
the-way place. They were to have met at a 
spot not far from that place, but somehow 
they missed each other, and Sir Patrick rode 
on for two or three hours by himself, trying 
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lirsi one road and tl»en another, to see if he 
could meet with the servant. He was very 
uneasy, and afraid some fresh danger was at 
liand, when the man joined him from another 
road, and told Iiim that it was by the best 
cliance in the world that they had been sepa¬ 
rated, for very soon after he started, to his 
great alarm, he heard the clatter of horses’ 
feet behind him, and though he rode fast, to 
draw them away from the direction in which 
Sir Patrick had gone, they soon overtook 
him, and proved to be a party of soldiers. 
They had by some means learned that a 
horseman had left the house by night, and 
tliought it must be Sir Patrick, and so rode 
with all speed to sec if they could not catch 
him at last. Great was their anger and dis¬ 
appointment at finding only the servant, and 
they tried hard to find out something from 
him, but he evaded all their inquiries. When 
they at length left him, he rode on in great 
anxiety, fearing they might try another road 
and overtake his master, so his joy w as great 
on seeing him at last, riding quietly along. 


It was clear, though, there was no safety 
in traveling in this manner, and Sir Patrick 
soon dismissed his servant, and sent him 
home with the horses tb tell the news of liLs 
narrow escape. Tlien, on foot, and disguised 
60 that no one would have known him, he 
traveled through Scotland and England, and 
after a long journey he reached a seaport 
town, where he got on a vessel that took 
him to another country, in which he w ould 
be safe until better times came and he sliould 
be able to go back to his own home. 

My story has been so long that I must 
leave you to guess how Grisell watched for 
the servant’s return ; how her heart beat at 
any sudden sound, thinking it might be a 
messenger to tell of her father’s capture; 
how thankful she was to hear of his safety 
at last, and to be summoned to go to him. 
Many times in that foreign land they talked 
and laughed over their past trials and diffi¬ 
culties, and how tiiankful they must have 
felt to the kind Providence that had brought 
them so safely through it all. 


SUMMER DAYS AT KIRKWOOD. 

BY MRS. EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 


Chapter III. 

Hannah was thoroughly ortliodox. She 
accepted the cutechism from beginning to 
end without question, and would have walk¬ 
ed to the stake in defense of her faith ; yet, 
practically, she considered it the chief end 
of woman to prepare good dinners, and the 
chief end of man to eat them. And she was 
not to be cheated of her chance for display¬ 
ing her skill by picnics or any other irregu¬ 
larities. 

No sooner were the boats out of sight, 
than she walked slowly back to the house, 
sat down by the kitchen door, and wiped 
her face refiectively on her big apron, while 
Polly Vance bustled about and sang “Hark, 
from the tombs,’’ in the jolliest possible 
manner. 

“ Seeln’ the house is clear, Polly,” Hannah 
finally remarked, “ I believe I’ll take the 
chance to stir up a pound cake. Pound cake 
is dreadful ticklish to get jest right, and I’m 
easy put out with my weighin’. And we’ll 
brile some of them young chickens, and make 
some rosberry creams for supper; they’ll be 
glad of something clean and relishin’, after 
mcrandering round all day.” 


Hannah took down her leather-covered 
cook book, which contained the cuUnarj^ 
wisdom of her lifetime, and began to turn 
the pages, reading here and there to the 
admiring Polly. 

“ Here’s the rule for mountain cake. I 
got that of a woman that used to w'ork in a 
confectioner’s shop: * talk 2 cups White 
shuger’ — O, here’s the rosberry creams. 
Mis’ Harrington give me that, and it jest 
melts in your mouth: ‘talk the littcll blu 
tecup ful of jellytln’—jellytin is a kind of 
new-fangled glue,” explained Hannali, “ only 
it’s w'hite, and splendid for puddings and such 
stuff”— 

“ Look a here, Hannah,” said Jube, com¬ 
ing into the kitchen, “ me an’ Joey an’ baby 
’s gwlne dow'n de Simmons road, to have a 
picnic in old Humpy’s woods. Now you l)e 
clever an’ give us somethin’ awfful nice for 
lunch.” 

Hannah rose and took the basket, but to 
Jube’s astonishment gave her at the same 
moment a swift, sharp box on her head. 

“ Take that for yer sarcc,” said Hannah. 
“Ain’t ye ’shamed to make fun of the mis¬ 
fortunes of yer fellow ereturs y” 
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“ Laws, Hannah, yer niii^hty strong in yer 
wrists,” said Jiibe, grinning, and rubbing 
her head. “Yer don’t go for to rail ole Miss 
Bashy a ‘ feller,’ do ye ?” 

“ Miss Bash’by Nevins is a stiddy, respcot- 
.able woman,” said Hannah, “and can’t help 
the hump on her back any more than you 
can help bein' black ” 

“That’s poetry, Hannah,” said Polly, in 


triumph came an instant recollection of 
Ruthic, and the sermon from the little red 
Bible, and she quickly returned the apples, 
almost believing she heard some one repeat 
the words audibly which sounded so loud in 
her heart, “ The eyes of the Lord arc in 
every place, beholding the evil and the 
good.” 

Certainly Hannah was clever, for the bas¬ 



dclight. “ It’s a sure sign of good luck, to 
make a rhyme accidental.” 

“ Well,” said Hannah, secretly pleased, 
“ I hope the sign’ll hold good for the pound 
cake ; though all onr family take natural to 
poetry.” 

While Hannah was in the storeroom, Jubi-' 
Icc stood with an innocent face by the side 
of a basket of early apples, just ripe enough 
to be tempting to a child’s appetite, and 
managed dexterously to slip two of tlu iu 
into her pocket. But with the feeling of 


ket was filled with the teiuh‘r, white !)iscuits, 
the little, trolden s])onge cakes, c«ild chicken, 
and ras])berry tarts, in which Joey delighted, 
while the nice, brown bread, and pie, and 
doughnuts were an offering to JubeV hearty 
ap])etite. There was a bottle of milk for 
baby, that had neither been “skimmed nor 
washed,” for Hannah scorned the wisdom 
of the doctors, and baby's idump che(‘ks 
already spoke in praise of her generou**diet. 

“ Now then,” said Hannah, giving her the 
basket, “if you’re goin’ to the grove, jest 
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be movin’, and not let them children sizzle 
in the sun while you go gawkin’ around.” 

Down the road went Jube, merrily whis¬ 
tling, with baby and Joey both stowed into 
the broad carriage, Joey driving vigorously 
with his long switch, and baby making fre¬ 
quent plunges at the yellow’ curls that 
bobl)ed about with her companion’s restless 
little head. 

” Us w ill do to a niland, and have some 
pitnit for dinner, won’t we, Juby?” said 
Joey, with satisfaction ; and Jube giggled in 
reply, as she stopped the carriage to let the 
children see a swarm of little yellow butter¬ 
flies, gathered about a wet place in the mid¬ 
dle of the road, slowiy opening and closing 
their golden wings, and seeming to find 
great satisfaction in it. Baby cried “ pretty, 
pretty,” and stretched out her tiny hands ; 
while Joey, with a boy’s destructiveness, 
struck his switch into the gay group, scat¬ 
tering it in an instant, and leaving one 
pretty creature oi>the ground with a broken 
wing. 

“ Ho! I hit one flutterbug,” shouted Joey, 
in delight. 

“Ye shouldn’t ought to hurt ’em,” said 
Jube, lifting the maimed insect to a bush by 
the roadside; “ them’s God's creatures ; 
Ruthie said so ; an’ I reckon He wouldn’t a 
took de trouble to make ’em, ef He’d wanted 
’em sp’iled.” 

“O, too bad!” said Joey, in sudden re¬ 
pentance ; and then they went on up the 
hill and over the little bridge, until the road 
curved around the end of the lake, and the 
rest of the way was cool and shady, passing 
at last through a large grove of magnificent 
trees. Here Jube turned a.side, and entering 
a footpath, soon landed her little passengers 
in a lovely, green dell, completely hidlen 
from the road, but near to some human hab¬ 
itation, for the gray roof and upper windows 
of an old house were visible through the 
trees, while nearer by were the ruins of a 
deserted ice house, and a well, with its high 
curb, and the sweep, from which the “ iron- 
bound bucket” dangled in the air. 

Time had been when the “Judge Ne\ins’ 
house” was the grand mansion of Kirk¬ 
wood, but the judge had been gone for many 
a year, and the worldly prosperity of the 
family seemed to end with him, for every¬ 
thing had fallen into decay, and for years no 
one had lived in the house except Miss Bath- 
sheba, the Judge’s sister, a deformed, old 
w«»man, who w’as beautiful and kindly, in 
spitf‘ r»f airo and infirmity. 

The V afirban w as spr. ad upon the grass, 
and baf'v enthroned like a queen upon a 


Turkish divan, w'hile Joey threw himseh 
upon the short, thick grass and clamored for 
dinner. Jube appeased his appetite with a 
couple of biscuits, and he was presently dig¬ 
ging a well with a broken spoon which he 
had lately taken to w earing in his belt as a 
sword. Baby drank her milk, demolished a 
sponge cake with her useless little fingers, 
and then went placidly to sleep to the tune 
of “ The girl I left behind me.” 

There was an old garden behind the Kevins 
house that was irresistible to Jube, from the 
fact thal^ years of ne lect had changed it 
into a tangled thicket, where currants 'and 
gooseberries, grapes and plums, and almost 
all kinds of fruit grew’ in rampant disorder, 
matted together by vines and climbing roses. 
She hod made many a stealthy raid ui>on its 
treasures, in the days of her half starved 
mountain life, and now she could not resist 
the desire to go and take one peep over the 
back fence, while the children were both off 
her hands. So, promising Joey to be back 
“in a jiff,” she followed the crooked, little 
path, and stood peering over the, broken 
fence in full view of an apricot tree that, 
after years of obstinate barrenness, was 
showing the virtue of hardship by hanging 
every tw ig with beautiful little globes of red 
and gold. Without a moment’s reflectloif, 
Jube pushed herw'ay through the tangle and 
stood right beneath the tree, her hand up- 
stretched to give it a shake, when something 
made her stop, look around, and finally walk 
slowly back. It was the memor}^ of that 
dreadful verse again, and she ran down the 
crooked path sorely dissatisfied. 

“Jest wish Ruthie didn’t go to read dat 
ar ’bout de eyes of de Lord ; makes me feel 
awful squirmy to have folks peekin’ at me 
hull blessed time.” 

She found Joey exploring the basket with 
his dirty, little fingers, so she concluded to 
have dinner, and proceeded to arrange the 
various edibles on a newspaper, decorating 
the impromptu table with wreaths of leaves 
and bunches of wild flowers. 

“ No^t" I’ll fetch some water,” she said, 
taking a little tin pail and going to the old 
well. 

“ What’s in dat box ?” said Joey. 

“Water,” said Jube, reaching up to the 
bucket. 

“ Oho,” said Joey, in astonishment, as he 
watched the sweep ; “ does you fis’ up de 
water wid de big fis’ pole ?” 

“ Shoh I what a young one ye be now,” 
laughed Jube, as she dipped the pail In the 
dripping bucket, and carried it aw ay to the 
table, where the two sat down ui>on the 
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ground and looked at eacTi other with a 
satisfied expression, and then began to eat. 

“ Us didnH say any prayin’ to our din¬ 
ner,” said Joey, suddenly stopping. ” Lean 
down your eyes, Juby, an’ I’ll say it now.” 

8 o Joey folded his cliubby hands and said, 
very earnestly, “Fank you forever an’ ever; 
please to tate tare of me ’n baby, an’ mate 
Juby a dood boy—amen ; an’ not let de boat 
spill over.” 

Then, as the eating was resumed, Joey 
took upon himself a new dignity, because 
of having asked the blessing, and was quite 
patronizing to Jubilee. 

** I’ll tell you a story, Juby,” he said. 
‘‘It’s in my new red picher book, de one 
baby tearcd. Oncet dey was a bear, an’ free 
of ’em, an’ dey went vistiu’, an’ didn’t eat 
dey breakfas, an’ de littlest chair breaked, 
an’ she tookcd a nap, an’ de bid bear gur- 
rowled an’ guiTOwled, an’ she filed right out 
de window an’ runued home, an’ dat’s all.” 

While Jubilee was lost in wonder at this 
not remarkably clear version of ‘‘ The Three 
Bears,” she chanced to look across the little 
clearing by the well, and saw Miss Bathslicba 
coming slowly toward them. Her heart 
gave a bound of terror at the thought of the 
apricots, and then she remembered with 
relief that she did not really steal them. 

Miss Bashby, as the neighbors called her, 
was dressed in plain Quaker style, her smooth 
gray hair and neat white cap forming a beau¬ 
tiful setting for her placid fece, which w ore 
that refined, spiritual sweetness so often seen 
in sufferers of her class. She greeted the 
children pleasantly, and stopped a moment 
to look at the sleeping baby. 

*‘ I remember well,” she said, half to her¬ 
self, “when Hetty Gray was just such a 
baby herself.” 

“ Us Is dot a pitnit,” said Joey, “ an’ I 
said de prayin’ to de table.” 

“ Here are some apricots for your feast,” 
said Miss Bashby, taking a few fiom her bas¬ 
ket. “ I am carrying some to a poor, sick 
lady.” 

Jubilee would have blushed, if she could, 
but she only looked embarrassed, while Joey 
promptly changed the subject by demanding, 

“ What’s dat on you back ?” 

“ My mw, child,” answered Miss Bashby, 
quietly. 

“ Why don’t you tate it off?” said Joey ; 
“ loots most lltc a tanidy 

“ I can never take it off,” was the patient 
answer. “ My Father laid It on me nearly 
seventy years ago ; He’ll take it off when It 
pleases Him to do so, and I think it will be 
Tei 7 soon, now.” 


She went on her way, and Joey, looking 
after lier in amaze, declaimed to Jubilee, 

“ Her father’s real naughty, I fink so.” 
“Shoh, Joey, she jest growed so,” said 
the practical Jube. “She’s one of Ruthic’s 
kind of folks ; I w'onder if she knows dat ar 
’bout ‘ de eyes of de Lord ?’ ” 

“ Will Ruthie be puckered up dat way ?” 
demanded Joey, his lip already in a quiver. 

“Sakes alive! no,” said Jube. “I only 
meant dey was bof Bible folks.” 

Baby soon awakened, and showed her 
delight with her cool, green nursery, creep¬ 
ing about on her carpet, grasping at leaves 
and fiowers, all the time talking in that 
wonderful language to which babies the 
world over hold the key, a bewitching mix¬ 
ture of musical notes and articulate speech. 

Toward the middle of the afternoon, when 
the sun was at its fiercest, Joey determined 
in his obstinate little heart that he would go 
home that very minute to sec “ Uncle 
Docker,” and there was. no such thing as 
turning him from his puri)ose. So poor 
Jubilee trundled her load along the dusty 
way, and panting with the heat, came at 
last upon the long, unshaded fiat. 

Something unusual was going on down 
toward the village. She could see men run¬ 
ning In a cloud of dust, hear fklut shouts, 
and, still nearer, some small object seemed 
to be speeding along the road toward her. 
Jube drew the wagon into the shade of a 
small tree, the only one for a long way, and 
waited with a delightful sense of excitement 
to see what was happening. All at once, 
with a little sweep of the wind, came a faint 
but distinct cry, “ Mad dog! mad dog!” 
and to her horrified fancy, the dusky little 
object vailed in a cloud of dust revealed 
furious eyes, and jaws dripping with foam. 
Jube was no heroine, and In fact she had the 
natural cowardice which seems to seize most 
of her race when brought face to face witli 
danger. Her first thought was only of her¬ 
self, and she sprang to the scraggy tree, 
knowing she could climb it like a squirrel. 
But baby’s cry smote her heart, and she 
stopped, with the exclamation, 

“ O laws 1 what ever will Ruthie say ? O, 
what shall I do?” 

Whatever was done, there was not much 
time for reflection. In an instant Joey was 
hoisted into the tree, wheie he clung with 
his fat legs and arms, greatly pleased, yet 
puzzled to keep his balance. Jubilee made 
one attempt at mounting with baby, but it 
was out of the question, and with a kind of 
groan of self-renunciation, she laid i)iiby on 
the grass, turned the carriage over hei, and 
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seated herself upon it like a martyr at the 
stake, baby all the time resenting the sacri- 
tice with terrific screams. 

Nearer and nearer came the mad creature. 
Jube could really see the dreadful eyes and 
the foaming mouth, and she clutched des- 
]>eralely at the sides of her seat, almost blind 
with fright. Another instant, and the poor, 
frantic creature rushed unheeding past lier, 
goaded too closely by the hot pursuit to stop 
even an instant on its way. As the pursuers 
also passed her, with only a faint “ hurrah” 
and not the smallest appreciation of the 
heroism she had displayed, Jubilee caught 
her breath quickly, rubbed her eyes and 
hands, and said, in the w’ords of Joey’s bless¬ 
ing, “ Fank ye forever ’n ever.” Then she 
proceeded to liberate baby from prison, and 
lielp Joey down from his perch, only saying, 
with a chuckle, 

^ ” My ! but I was skcored powerful dat ar 
lime!” 

When the poor dog, maddened as much 
by terror as anything else, was finally hunted 
down, the excited huntsmen came back to 
tell the story of Jube’s esca])e ; and it was 
repeated at the doctor’s gate just aftor Jube 
herself had made much of it in the kitchen 
to Hannah and Polly. 

Hannah hugged the baby and Joey to the 
verge of suffocation, and sat dow n all of a 
tremble to wipe her eyes, while the tender¬ 
hearted Fblly actually sobbed into her capa¬ 
cious apron ; and Jube felt that she was 
greater than Julius Caesar, though very little 
was said of her part of the transaction. 

This was the sensation that met the boat¬ 
ing party on their return from their day of 
quiet pleasure. To Jubilee’s unutterable 
astonishment, Mrs. Harrington, in the midst 


of her laughing and crying over baby and 
Joey, suddenly rushed up and put both arms 
about her and kissed In-r heartily, saying, 

‘‘You’re a brave, noble girl. Jubilee, and 
God must have put it into your heart to save 
my darlings.” 

And when Ruthie gave her a tender pre.s- 
sure from her delicate, little hand, w ith some 
of her own sweet words of thanks. Jubilee 
felt that nothing on earth could make her 
happier. 

When the excitement had calmed down a 
little, and the hungry party sat down to their 
broiled chicken and raspberry creams, Joey 
sat enthroned In his high chair and told the 
story over and over, ending always with the 
same strain : 

‘‘I isn’t’fraid of nuckin; I wasn’t ’fraid 
dat crazy dog. I just silted dere, and said, 
^g'xpay, dog!''' 

‘‘Jube,” said Tom, ‘‘how does it feel to 
make up your mind to be eaten up? What 
did you think about when you sat there wait¬ 
ing for that dog to come and bite you ?” 

‘‘O laws, Mass’ Tom,” said Jube, “fust 
along I was try in to make out what Hannah 
*d do wdd my does, ’speshly dat new* pink 
caliker ; but to’rds de las’ I jes’ kep’ say in’, 
‘ De eyes ob de Lord,’ an’ I reckoned might 
be He’d see me settln’ dar.” 

” I don’t doubt He did,” said the doctor, 
gravely and kindly. 

‘* S’posc’n,” said Benny, between hb 
mouthfuls of cream, ‘‘the dog had eat you 
up, and then gone to snuffing round and 
found the baby ?” 

“’Tain’t likely,” said Jube, drily; “dat 
dog wouldn’t a-hankcrc*d after nuffin mo’, 
when he got me on his stummick.” 

[To be coutUiued.] 


A PRAYER TO SUMMER. 

BY EDGAR FAWCETT. 


Beautifni summer, stay with us always. 

Never fly back among distant lands. 

Look, to the clear blue heavens above me 
I, little Betty, lift pleading bauds. 

Stay with us, summer, and keep sweet roses 
Year after year, still glowing bright; 

Pink ones, and pale ones, and velvety crimsons. 
Where the bee booms in delight. 

Don't let the loud, harah winds, dear summer. 
Ruin the hollyhocks' fair, proud heads; 

Don’t l<*t the desolate rain fall bleakly 
On the poor pansy beds. 


Haven't you any deep love for your children? 

Gay flowers, bonny birds, twinkling leaves. 
Shall you not grieve, when you wish them fare- 
JuBt as a mother grieves? [well. 

How much pleasanter not to have snowflakes 
Cover the world from east to west. 

Making it sombre, lonesome, and dreary. 
Filling the blackbird’s empty nest. 

Beautiful summer, stay with us alwa3r8. 

Never fly back among distant lands. 

Li>ok, to the warm, blue heaven above me 
1 , little Betty, lilt pleading hands. 
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MY YOUNG FAMILY. 

BY MRS. JULIA F. SNOW. 


Ben and I lived with Priscilla. We took 
care of her, and she of us, just as it happened. 
Ben was a big boy ; it is of no consequence 
to the reader of w'hat age or condition he 
was, he was just a big boy, and, if he lives 
to be ninety, will never be anything else. 

I was only a little girl, on the contrary, 
and a very inferior personage In the family. 
Priscilla was subject to headaches, and hated 
a noise. 1 liked to make a noise, and conse¬ 
quently was often at issue with Priscilla on 
that subject. But at that time I had never 
had headaches; if I bad 1 should have felt 
differently. I have had, since then, and 
know all about them. She did not like other 
children to visit me; they made a noise, and 
committed depredations. Neither did she 
approve of my going visiting, for I came 
home with great stories of other people’s 
doings, and got notions ” in my head. I 
was puzzled at this word, supposing notions 
to be “ needles, thread, tape, and essences.” 
However, I did not go any more, except 
once in a great while fishing or riding with 
Ben, who cfould be trusted. She disliked 
pets; I adored them, especially cats. Pris¬ 
cilla had an unconquerable antipathy to 
cats, and declared war on the whole feline 
race. 

Ben had a dog named Boabdil, commonly 
called Dill.” He w'as a lovely spaniel, of a 
dark liver color, with bright, intelligent, 
blue eyes. I tried to like him, but on the 
least encouragement he would knock me 
over ; and once 1 fell against the edge of the 
sideboard and cut my head, and Dill was in 
disgrace a good while for it. He would shake 
my dolls to pieces, and at last finished up his 
last rag of reputation by dragging my squirrel 
fur cape ofi* my shoulders, and shaking and 
tearing it to pieces, mistaking it for live game. 
It W'as a solenm walk I had that day, carry¬ 
ing home the furry remnants of my pretty 
cape, and Dill was so excited over it that it 
seemed as if he needed but a word to finish 
me, too. Boabdil and I were only cool 
friends after that, and when the King of 
Granada shortly after breathed his last, I 
could only creep up to Ben, and lay my 
cheek to his In silent sympathy for his sorrow, 
for I could not grieve for the exiled monarch, 
as he did. But poor Ben! how he did mourn 
for Boabdil. I am afVaid Priscilla knew' what 
ailed Dill. I know Ben thought so—she 
was so cruelly Indifferent to his trouble. 


But I did not give up hopes of a cat. I 
coaxed one, a waif, into the woodshed with 
surreptitious scraps, and was rejoicing in her 
increasing tameness, when Priscilla spied 
her, and nearly annihilated her with an aw'ful 
”scat,” and a ferocious demonstration with 
the broom, and I nearly went into spasms 
with rage and grief. 

1 spread them a table in the wrildemess, 
consisting of scraps, and bones, and pans of 
water, in the far end of the great, neglected 
garden, and watched them partake of the 
free lunch there with the strongest affection 
and delight. I hoped to tame them by 
kindness, so that I might stroke their 
soft fur. There were any number of wild 
cats, waifs, strays, Bohemians, which w'ere 
thankful enough for the meals thus provided. 
Brindle Tom, a ferocious, gray brute, who 
tore my finger to the bone when I just 
touched him, and Ginger, a yellow cat, 
wilder than a hawk, and two young ladies of 
the feline order, soft, sweet, tender little 
creatures, a little gray kitten, with roguish 
eyes and a bushy tail, and a black and white 
one, with a white face and black ears, w'hich 
made her head look a good deal like young 
ladies’ heads, with very high “ rats ” in 
front. Spotty was my delight. How I did 
long to got hold of her, but she never per¬ 
mitted the slightest familiarity from me, 
except that, day by day, I could approach 
nearer and nearer, and did not give up hope 
of some day holding and stroking her. 

” Ben,” said I, sadly, one day, ” I w’ish I 
had a pet that I could hold; one that w ould 
be soft, and w’hite, and furry, and one that I 
couldn’t hurt hugging it, nor it hurt me. 
And the cats are too wild to come near; I 
suppose because they are chased off so. I 
wish I had a bird, now .” 

” You’d squeeze it to death,” said Ben, as 
he picked up a great angleworm, and depos¬ 
ited it in an old oyster can. (Ben was going 
fishing, of course.) “ And they are so much 
prettier fiying, too.” 

” Well, so they are, Ben; but I am so lone¬ 
some. I can’t go visiting other children, 
nor they me—^they get sent home. And 
English Bess comes and stares at me as if I 
was a prisoner, and says, * Sissy, can’t you 
go walldng with me ?’ And then she laughs, 
and shakes her great, ugly ear rings at me. 
And Miss Hoptoad is awfully strict, to 
school, and makes us walk home, and not 
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stop if a caravan and elephant was coming, 
and if we did she’d report us at home for 
not going straight home, and she won’t let 
us have recess; and, Ben, don’t you think,” 
I went on, airing my tongue, while Ben in¬ 
terposed his— 

W’y, you don’t say so.” 

Well, don’t you-think, she whipped Day- 
ton Croly, and tried to pull his hair, but it 
' was too short; and then next day he played 
truant, and she tried to pull his ears, and 
don’t you think she couldn’t, cos he’d but¬ 
tered ’em, and ”— 

Ben opened his mouth and roared out a 
big, boy laugh. 

” Well, you needn’t laugh at me.” 

“Not at you, Susy, but buttering his ears! 
I wish I had known it when I was small.” 

And off he went, again. 

” Now, Ben, stop; I want to tell you 
something. Up /in the old office I’ve got 
some bluebottle flies imder a cracked tum¬ 
bler, and I feed ’em on sugar. I wish they 
were birds, and I play that they are birds, 
but I don’t think they like it much, for some 
of them die. I want to pet something, and 
somehow I can’t get hold of them.” 

” Poor little Susy!” and Ben sighed. 

Then, brightening up, with a sudden im¬ 
pulse of magnanimity, he said, 

‘‘ Go get your sunbonnet and yon may go 
Ashing >vith me.” 

I started with an ecstatic face, but turned 
suddenly back at the thought of Priscilla. 

” She won’t care,” said Ben. ” She’s got 
the headache, a regular stunner; but I’ll ask 
her, if you want me to.” 

Ben alwa} s had a way of managing Pris¬ 
cilla. The coveted permission was soon 
granted, and, for one blissful afternoon, I 
had my All of liberty and happiness. 

It was nearly dark when we returned, but 
I must take one more last look at the dear 
place under the old weeping willow that I 
called my arbor playhouse. Not that it was 
an arbor ; it was only a nook in an angle of 
the high fence, half enclosed by a big, neg¬ 
lected lilac bush on one side, and on the 
other by a few boards. Its only roof was 
the arch of drooping willow boughs, and its 
floor a ragged sod; a rude bench its only 
furniture, and its incompleteness was its 
greatest charm. It was almost wild, I 
thought. 

This evening, in the deepening twilight, I 
saw a glimpse of something white entangled 
among the tough shoots of the untrim¬ 
med lilac bush. What could it be. I 
crept cautiously toward the tree. It was 
poor little Spotty! Perhaps she was hurt. 


and I could release her, and Ben would 
cure her hurts, and I would feed her on nice 
things, and she would love me, and—oh! 
rapture—would let me stroke her soft wliite 
fur, and she would be my kitten, when slie 
found I did not hurt her. 

There was a wild, joyful throb in my heart, 
as I crept near, and silently put out my 
hand, for fear of disturbing her. No ut-i-d 
for such fear. Poor Spotty w'as stone dead, 
and as stiff as a stick, hanging with head 
down, her hinder legs flrmly entangled in 
the thick growth of lilac shoots, and her 
mouth and nose all bloody. How she man¬ 
aged to get into such a predicament 1 cannot 
tell. I lifted her out tenderly, and flung 
myself down beside her, and sobbed aloud in 
my agony. I only knew that the pretty pet, 
whose affection '1 had hoped to win, was 
dead beside me ; and ray sorrow’s crown of 
sorrow was hearing Priscilla tell English 
Bess, who was gaping over the fence in her 
foolish fashion, that ” Susy had found a dead 
cat, and was crying over it.” 

Foimd a dead cat, indeed! I had watched 
that kitten a whole week, and once had got 
very near her, and when I thought she was 
only hurt, so that I could nurse her, to find 
her dead I Tragedy and poetry have nothing 
sadder than my poor, little heart, as I mourn¬ 
ed over that little cat. I pity my small self, 
even now, in the light of sterner sorrows, 
which have not been spared me. 

“Come, Susy,” said Ben, lifting me up, 
“ I’ve got an old box; let us bury kitty. 
I’ll be grave digger, and you shall be chief 
mourner.” 

So I laid one of the deceased doll’s sheets 
into the box, and laid the kitten into it, and 
wrapped it up very tenderly, and Ben dug 
the grave. I was so glad Ben didn’t laugh 
at me. It was nearly dark when we finished, 
and I cried myself to sleep a few minutes 
later, going to bed too sorrowful to eat my 
bread and milk. Many a longer and deeper 
grave receives less sincere tears than poor, 
little Spotty’s. 

Next morning I found a bunch of fine lilies 
lying on it, and a board, with this scrajj of 
Ben’s poetry attached. You may not admire 
it; I thought it wonderful, and tliink m) 
still. 

“ Here lira poor kitty, who died 

Becaute she waa caa^^ht by the hinder 
Legs in a big lilac bush. 

Burled here because Susy cried 
Coe kitty wonldnH let her be kinder. 

And feed her on milk and nmsh.** 

And from my heart I thanked Ben, wlio 
received my final cry on his shoulder, and 
led me in to breakfast. 
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“ What’s the matter with Susy, this morn¬ 
ing?” said Gary Willis, as he stopped for Ben 
to walk down street with him, next morning. 
‘‘ I saw her at the window, this morning, 
and she looked as if she had cried a week.” 

“ Her kitten’s dead.” 

‘‘Poor little Susy! Would Priscilla let 
her keep my rabbits, do you suppose, if 
you’d fix up a pen for them ? I haven’t 
time to bother with them, with examination 
coming on now'.” ‘ 

“ Well, you’re very kind,” said Ben, ” and 
if any objection is made, why, she’ll have a 
new subject for trouble, rather than an old 
one. Susy’s an odd child. She’ll die, if she 
don’t have something to pet, and make a 
fuss over.” 

‘‘ She’s a loving little thing, anyhow,” said 
Cary, “and I’ll fetch her the rabbits to¬ 
night.” 

After tea, that evening, Ben whispered me 
mysteriously iitto the back w'oodshed, where 
stood a box, slatted over like a hen coop, 
only smaller, and sticking up through the 
slats were four pairs of long ears. Ben 
pushed one of the slats aside, and lifted 
the little creatures out by the ears, in the 
most cruel manner, as I thought. I changed 
my opinion, however, when, on taking one 
up as one would lift a cat or a dog, I received 
sundry severe scratches from the rabbit’s 
strong hind paw; for they have claws, and 
strong ones, too, and decidedly object to 
being lifted up in any other way than by the 
ears, cruel as it looks. 

After providing a bountiful 8upi>er of cab¬ 
bage leaves and parsley, I went to bed, con¬ 
soled, in part, for Spotty’s untimely end. 
Not that 1 forgot her, but a rabbit that yon 
can stroke is better than a cat that you can’t, 
if she is ever so pretty. 

Ben built a nice i)en for the rabbits, and 
we kept them a year. Eternal vigilance was 
the price of their sojourn w'ith us, however, 
so strong was their propensity to burrow out. 
I was very fond of my rabbits, and untiring 
in my care of them, but I must confess they 
were something of a disappointment. They 
proved very mischievous pets, having in one 
night girdled an apple tree and a fine plum. 
They ate their own bulk every day, and put 
me to my wit’s end to forage for them, as 
they were very dainty beasts, in addition to 
their voracious appetites. 

One of them got away, and never returned, 
and another died. I bore it heroically, and 
buried him in the “Artichoke Cemetery,” 
beside the unfortunate Spotty. I was also 
disappointed in my hopes of a family, as no 
little rabbits appeared to enliven the family 


circle. And though they capered and whisk¬ 
ed about very prettily, and wiggled their 
noses with delight whenever I approached 
the pen, I really cannot say that it was not 
rather a relief to me than otherwise, when 
Ben said, one day, 

“ Susy, how would you like to keep hens? 
They are better fun than rabbits, any day; 
and besides, there’s the eggs and chickens. 
Mr. Burdock wants your rabbits and will 
give you six hens and two roosters for 
them.” 

“ Will he be good to my rabbits ?” 

“ O, yes. They’ll have a good deal more 
room to run about. And I’ll fix up a hen 
house, and we’ll be hen shepherds. Won’t 
that be nice ?” 

1 agreed to the exchange, and the bunnies 
were transferred to Mr. Burdock’s care; and 
that evening a motley group of chickens 
took their places in my affections. 

There was a big, lazy, white hen, a domes¬ 
tic-looking, brown biddy, a pugnacious Dom¬ 
inique, a combless black hen, with a yellow 
ruff, a lovely, black, Polish topknot, the 
belle of the hen roost, a long-legged whis- 
kerando of a Polish rooster, a nondescript 
starveling of the same nationality, and 
lastly, my pride and delight, a big, red 
rooster. 

Now, a fig for hen fanciers who look out 
for foreign breeds of fowls, and fail to appre¬ 
ciate the splendors of a big, red rooster! If 
it were not for the name of the thing, they 
are as handsome as a pheasant, with their 
burnished plumes and their gallant bearing. 
Mine was a model of a fine gentleman, a de¬ 
voted lover, a good husband, a provident 
father, a knight without fear and without 
reproach, and the most jealous Turk, withal, 
that ever sentenced an unfaithful slave to the 
Bosphorus. 

After their legs were untied, and they were 
permitted to waddle off, with a “cut, cut, 
ca-da-cut,” of surprise, at finding themselves 
in a new home, we studied their peculiari¬ 
ties with reference to naming them. By vir¬ 
tue of his knightly spurs and soldierly car¬ 
riage, the big, red rooster was dubbed “ Gen¬ 
eral Scottand the Polish gentleman was 
“ Thaddeus of Warsaw,” shortened to Thad; 
the topknot was to be “ Queen Bessand 
the nondescript could only be called “ Hen- 
hussy and the hens were “ Whitey,” 
“Brownie,” Dominique,” and “Crow.” 

“ Hens,” remarked Priscilla, “ are into 
everything.” 

But the hens were contented, and did very 
well, and no further objection was made to 
them. General Scott appeared to approve 
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of his quarters, his fare, and his pleasant 
circle of female friends. But Thaddeus of 
Warsaw was the skeleton that marred his 
feast; the Mordecai in the king’s gate. He 
resolved to put the matter at once to the 
test, and win or lose it all. His every ap¬ 
pearance was met with an ominous “c-r-r-r- 
r-o-w,” and a portentous lowering of his 
great beak, which gage of battle was received 
by Thad with a craven elongation of the 
neck and legs, and an ignominious retreat to 
the top of the fence, where he was pursued, 
and compelled to descend and do battle for 
the supremacy of the dooryard. Queen Bess 
acknowledged them both as belligerents, ate 
the dinner away from them both with the 
strictest impartiality, and behaved with most 
feminine unconsciousness of having had any 
claw' w'hatever in the matter. 

A few minutes decided the battle. The 
honor of the family and the flag w'as vindi¬ 
cated, and General Scott strutted back to 
the scratching ground, where the hens were 
calmly viewing the combat, indulging, 
at the same time, in a first-class sand 
bath, wiiilc the discomfited Pole retired 
to a corner of the fence, where he disconso¬ 
lately stood upon one foot the greater part 
of the day, only interrupting his meditations 
to give a spiteful peck at Henhussy, who 
vainly tried to offer sympathy. 

“ This won’t do,” said Ben. “ What’s the 
use of having a rare breed of fowls, if the 
head of the family has got to be treated in 
tliis style. Wliy can’t they just call it two 
families, and none with it?” 

Why they couldn’t, I won’t decide, but 
human beings sometimes have domestic 
squabbles, and why shouldn’t chickens ? 

It W'as very hard, after the General had 
beaten his enemy, and in a fair fight; but 
Ben took him, that night, from his comfort¬ 
able perch, and shut him in the cellar, and 
there, through his grated window, peered 
the gallant captive, unconquered in spirit, 
even if in prison, crow'ing defiance, at inter¬ 
vals, ever>’ note of w'hich struck terror to 
the heart of the present incumbent. 

Domestic affairs went on much as usual. 
The hens did their own scratching, Thaddeus 
letting them, but was treated with little 
favor, in return. He received wicked nips 
w henever he attempted to take his own share 
of corn meal and water. Queen Bess pre¬ 
ferred even Henliussy to him; the other hens 
jjaid him no attention whatever, except 
Dominique, who, personally resenting the 
enforced absenteeism of General Scott, took 
it upon herself to give him a sound drubbing 
on her own responsibility. Thad scrupu¬ 


lously avoided even the window whence the 
General glared challenges at him, and, as 
the hens established a morning lounge near 
the prison window, and tried to administer 
henlike consolation, he took a distaste for 
female society, and losing heart entirely, 
betook himself to a dead tree, evidently 
brooding over his lost cause, and grow ing 
desperately homesick. 

But the life of the poultry yard w'as gone, 
and I indignantly protested against the 
longer banishment of the General, whost‘ 
only sin was ill-advised victory, and strenu¬ 
ously opposed foreign Intervention. 

Ben, for once, opposed me. At that time 
Polish fowls were rare, and Ben wanted to 
raise topknot chickens. 

” He is a coward,” I represented, ” and 
has been beaten, besides.” 

” But he has better blood, Susy !” 

” I don’t care for his blood ; what I look 
at is his feathers. He ain’t a touch to tie 
General when he walks in the sun, cos he’- 
only black and white, and the General ha.> 
got all the colors in the world. And h*' 
isn’t so big nor so good, and the hens dou’t 
like him, and Dom fights him, and Bes> -ret- 
out of his w'ay, and the old thing runs like a 
big black beetle, If the General only growls.” 

“ But Thad is a distinguished foreign exile. ’’ 

“Well, I like Amerlcilnsbest, anyliow, and 
besides, he looks so like Henhussy, that I 
hate him for that alone.” 

Ben laughed, and said, ” Shall I make him 
into a potpie 

” No ; I won’t eat the coward. I’ll give 
him away.” 

And so poor Thaddeus of Warsaw was 
moved on, and the General celebrated hb 
restoration to liberty, citizenship, and the 
joys of the family circle, by a prodigious 
shake of his gorgeous plumage, a crow that 
nearly split his beak, a leer and a compli¬ 
mentary balanze to the nearest pullet, and 
then w’cnt to scratching Impartially for his 
whole family. Gay gentleman that he was, 
he was an excellent provider, and even the 
poor relations under his roosterly care, fared 
well and never complained. 

Before long I found a great, pearly egg 
in the snug nest Ben and I had prepared. 
At last there was beginning to come in 
some return for all my cares. And then 
another, and in time, each of my feath¬ 
ery charges paid her snowy tribute to 
the breakfast table. Finally, Dominique 
announced her Intention of providing for a 
family. 1 gently tried to substitute Bess 
for her, repiresenting that Bess had laid an 
egg a day for a long time, and it was her 
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rigkt to sitf if she liked ; whereas, Dom had 
laid but two or three in all, albeit, she made 
more fuss and cackled loader than all the 
ri'st together. 

But Bess was off to the cucumber bed and 
the pink roots, and between the sand cure, 
which she faithfully believed in, and her 
devotion to the General, and her escapades 
after grasshoppers, she had no time and less 
inclination for the seclusion of the nest, and 
Dom showed such fight, that, out of regard 
for my eyes, 1 decided to allow the hens to 
have their own way, which was certainly 
wisest, for they knew much more about the 
matter than I did. 

But when the three weeks were over, and 
the ten little, soft, pulpy, plumy things 
“ peeped, peeped ’* out of their white shells, 
and their mother, making a huge feather 
duster of herself, and with a great shake and 
a matronly flutter, convoyed her small troop 
into the yard, wasn^t that a proud and happy 
moment for me? My hens did amount to 
something, after all; and if one of them did 
make a raid into the kitchen while Bridget 
ate her dinner, and rushed off with a morsel 
from the floor, there was a decided softening 
in their favor, and the world-wide claims of 
maternity were joyfully acknowledged. 

One after the other of the hens betook 
hei-self to domestic cares, and so small 
ehlckens, cunning and lovely as they were, 
t eased to be novelties. Now and then, an 
imprudent chick became the victim of mis¬ 
placed confidence, trusting too much to the 
gentleness of a demure pussy cat, which 
paid us frequent visits, and only a spectral 
head or a stray claw' or immature feather 
remained to tell the tale of the betrayal of 
unsuspecting innocence. Then the white 
hen, in her inexperience of weather signs, 
failing to cluck home her brood soon enough, 
several of her family w'ere drowned by a very 
sodden and violent thunder shower. But 
these were trifles, apparently, and were 
borne by the bereaved mothers with a spirit 
of resignation, peculiarly henlike. Evidently 
fheir sensibilities were not to be lightly dis¬ 
turbed. 

Btimnlated by the success of the other 
mothers in chickendom, Henhussy became 
inspired to do likewise. His first effort in 
that direction, was an offer to the Dominique 
to act as a relief for her during the monoto¬ 
nous hours of sitting, while she procured 
for herself rest and refreshment. His kind 
offer was met in much the same spirit that 
young mothers usually feel, at receiving 
cither advice or interference from inexperi¬ 
enced bachelors, upon the subject of brining 


up a family. He was sent off with a flea in 
his ear; in other words, Dom nearly pecked 
his eyes out. 

Disgusted with hens, and deeply injured 
in his most sensitive feelings, he essayed a 
faint crow of remonstrance and self-assertion. 
He had better have kept still, for at the flrst 
sound of his voice, feeble as it was, the 
General arose in his majesty, and approached 
him with a snarl, which said, as plainly as 
rooster could spea^, 

“Sir, who are you? I thought I had 
settled long ago about having other roosters 
in these premises. I supposed you were a 
hen, sir, in poor health, sir, and tolerated 
you; tolerated you, sir. But if you are a 
rooster, and your voice gives token that 
such is the case, bad as your crow is, 1 
should like to know what you mean by 
meddling with eggs, sir, and nests, and 
young chickens. Old as I am, I never 
interfere In such matters. Come on, sir, 
and show your mettle I” 

And the General lowered his back and 
erected his splendid ruff, for combat. The 
conflict was brief, but decisive. Henhussy 
took refuge in a deserted nest, where I 
found him. Understanding the merits of 
the case fully, I made a small ruffled night¬ 
cap and a pair of pant^ets, and with 
Fanny’s assistance tied them securely 
upon him. Then we carefhlly placed him 
on the top of a high fence, and bid him 
depart in peace. Ben nearly killed himself 
laughing, having arrived just as our loud 
“ shoo-oo ” sped the parting guest into 
parts unknown. I think now that I was 
very cruel; I thought then I was serving 
him just right for stepping out of his sphere. 
I never saw' him again, and the General once 
more strutted around, the monarch of all he 
surveyed. 

I think the chickens did us all good. It 
w'as a great pleasure to me, certainly, and a 
rest to Ben, and Prfecilla was often won from 
her cares and her headaches, to sit with me 
on the doorstep and watch them eat; and 
often, at such tiroes, would permit my 
caresses, with only a deep sigh, partly of 
content, and partly of remonstrance at her 
rumpled collar. It was very amusing to 
watch the curious look the General would 
give, as some Sophomore of a chick essayed 
his flrst crow. With what a look of mingled 
disdain and pity he would flap his burnished 
wings, and from the top of the inevitable 
vinegar barrel, send forth a clarion call that 
seemed enough to deafen an ordinary chicken, 
and forever discourage a timid one. There 
is much to be learned from a poultry jrard. 
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A SHOWER OP LEAD. 

BY OLIVE THORNE. 


Black, and round, and smooth, and sliin- 
Ing—did you ever wonder how they were 
made? Shot, I mean. 

Do you know how they go away up to the 
top of a high tow'cr, on an elevator, in the 
!i«hapc of “ pigs” of lead, and come tumbling 
down a long, dark hole, little, round, hot 
shot ? 

The truth is, 1 don’t suppose you know 
much about it. If you do, you needn’t read 
this account; but if you don’t, perhaps you 
would like to hear. 

The first thing to do, when you go into a 
shot tower to see shot made, is to step on 
to an elevator. That is, in well-regulated 
shot towers; and 1 wouldn’t advise you to 
visit any other; for a climb up the long, 
wear}' flights of stairs, that wind round and 
round the building, must be very tiresome 
work. 

An elevator, when you step on it, seems 
to be merely a piece of the floor, and you 
stand there, holding on to an iron rod, when 
suddenly it begins to rise. You must keep 
very still, for i( you put your head out one 
side, you’ll get a dreadful bump on some of 
the floors you go through. 

Up, up you go; if you look up, it seems 
as If you were taking a ride to the top of a 
long stove pipe. Every few seconds you 
come to another floor, or get a glimpse out 
of a narrow window. 

After a ride of three minutes, though it 
seems much longer, you reach the top, and 
the elevator becomes a part of the floor of a 
little, round room at the very top of the 
tower. 

The first thing you do, I think, is to step 
on to the top, where you will get the funny 
sensation of standing on nothing, or next to 
nothing, ever so far above the world, the 
tower sloping away so gradually that you 
don’t see it. If you are dizzy-headed, or if 
it is a windy day, you’d better take your 
view through the windows, for in the first 
case you’ll be attacked by fearful qualms, 
and if it’s windy you’ll lose your hats, vails, 
and parasols, possibly your head, unless it’s 
well fastened on. 

The view’ of the city and the lake, if you 
are on the Chicago shot tower, will be the 
best you ever had. 

Bur I know’ you are longing to see the 
shot; so we’ll go back into the little, round 
room, where one man spends all his days, in 


silence, and alone, rocked as if in a cradle on 
windy days, and fanned by cool breezes, 
while we are all roasting dow’n below. 

On one side of the room arc two furnaces, 
each somewhat larger than a barrel, with 
bright, coal fires, and filled w’ith melted lead. 
In the middle of the room is a hole—look 
dow’n! That hole goes to the very bottom 
of the tower, two hundred feet, and ends in 
a tub of water. It wouldn’t be a very nice 
place to step into, so it is protected -by a 
little, iron railing, on which is a frame to 
stand a skillet. Several of these long -handled 
implements hang on the walls, and now see 
how the workman uses them. He takes one 
dow'D, (and it is different from ordinary 
saucepans, in being full of holes,) sets it on 
the frame, puts a short iron trough from the 
bottom of the furnace to the pan, turns a 
faucet, and out comes the hot lead. Of 
course it runs into the pan, and finding it 
full of holes, it doesn’t stop there, but falls in 
a shower of drops, dow n, down, down that 
fearful fall. 

Perhaps you know that any liquid falling 
a long distance through the air, alwa)-s 
becomes round. Lava, throw’n very high 
from volcanoes, has been found to have fallen 
in perfect balls. And so the drops of lead, 
falling so far, get to be perfectly round 
before they reach the bottom. But though 
round, they are still soft, and if they fell on 
anything hard, they would flatten; there¬ 
fore, they fall into water and are not injured. 

Of course you want to see what becomes 
of the tub of hot shot; so you must step on 
the elevator again, and start down. The 
first feeling is ver}’ odd; as if the earth had 
opened, and you were sinking down. But 
three minutes’ ride again, will bring you to 
the level of the tub, and with a long-handled 
dipiMjr you can draw' up a handful of shot. 
You will find it mixed with badly-shaped 
shot, long, stick-shaped pieces of lead, etc 
The first thing to be done, of course, is to 
separate the bad from the good. How’ w-oiild 
you go to work to pick them over? With 
your fingers? How many little fingers do 
you suppose it would take, to pick over the 
four or five tons of lead shot, that are made 
in that tower in a day ? 

These shot raakera use their wits, instead 
of their fingers; and this is the w’ay it is 
done. 

In the first place, an endless chain of little 
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boxes, all the time runs down into the tub 
of shot, coming up full, and emptying their 
loads into a trough. They need no pushing 
to HUike them run down this trough into a 
sort of round iron box, where they arc 
thoroughly stirred up, and dried by steam 
power, and from there they fall in a little 
shower, on to a series of steps or slides. 
Here they are sorted by a very simple jjro- 
cess. The steps are fixed thus: each one is 
Tcry broad, perhaps three feet, and sloped 
very gently ; the next step is a little lower, 
and between them Is a gap of about three 
inches; so on for four or five steps. 

Kow, this is a very trying journey to the 
bite of lead, that start out together so 
bravely. None but the perfectly round and 
smooth shot can get momentum enough to 
jump the gai)8. Of course you know that 
momentum is the force that makes it hard 
to atop, when you’ve been running very 
fast. The sticks and awkward pieces of 
lead fall through the first gap in a perfect 
shower; oblong, and partly round ones per¬ 
haps Jump that and tumble on to the next, 
hut the second gap is sure to swallow them; 
nearly perfect ones pass that test, and endure 
te the third, where they fall in. And so, at 
ilie bottom of the slope, as T said, only the 
perfect ones fall into the trough. You see 
it’s very simple—when you know how. 

From the trough, they go to the polishing 
box, where plumbago, and a good shaking, 
make them black and shining. 

Perhaps you’ll be surprised to hear, that 
art(‘r all this, they have a good rocking, 
before they go to rest in the bags. 

Shot, you see, are really drops of melted 
lead, cooled suddenly. Well, drops, you 
know, are not all .the same size; so even 
though they all go through the same sized 
hole, some will be larger than others, and 
they must be separated. This is the most 
noisy operation in the works. 

On one side of the room are three or four 
tiers of boxes, each shaped something like a 
boat, and divided into several compartments. 
Each compartment is labeled with a number 
denoting its size, and the bottom is full of 
holes, so that every shot smaller than that 
ske, will invariably fall through. 

The whole set of boxes rocks back and 
forth constantly, by steam power, with 
exactly the motion of a cradle. 

From these funny cradles, they fall through 
wooden troughs into boxes in the room 


below. That is a nice, quiet room, very 
pleasant after the noisy rocking of the upper 
one. There, over a long bench, you see a 
row of boxes hanging from the wall, each 
one ending in a tube, with a faucet. Over 
each box is a label, giving its size, and they 
go from 1 to 12, besides six larger sizes, 
denoted by letters. On shelves, over the 
bench, are bags, all sewed and printed, with 
the name of the maker, or shot works, and 
the size of the shot. The bags are made of 
strong cloth, and are, perhaps, five by ten 
inches in size. 

I said they were all sewed, and they are, 
except an inch or two at one corner, left for 
the shot to be put in. Into every bag, goes 
twenty-five pounds. You can see how much 
work it would be to weigh out the shot every 
time, and here bmins come in again to save 
fingers. Each of these tubes has a very 
ingenious scale arrangement; and to fill a 
bag, the man has only to hang it on a pair 
of hooks, which hold it over the mouth of 
the tube, open the tube, and let it run. 
The shot runs in till there is exactly twenty- 
five pounds in the bag, and then instantly 
shuts up. The workman then sew's up the 
opening In the bag, and throws it into a 
chute, which is a covered, wooden trough, 
leading to the packing room below. It 
slides down by its own weight, and lands in 
a box, where it is packed in boxes. 

One doesn’t like to think how many poor, 
little birds will suffer, when all these boxes 
of shot get scattered over the world. 

Having seen the shot fairly bagged and 
boxed, you must go into the next room, and 
see the soul of the whole, the faithful, quiet, 
strong, beautiful servant, who does the work 
of so many hands, throwing his powerful 
arms all over the building, turning the 
shafts, hauling up the endless chain of boxes, 
stirring the hot shot, shaking the polishing 
box, rocking the cradlc.s, and lifting the 
elevator—a splendid three-hundred-horso- 
power engine. 

After looking at that, you will like to go 
into the room where they roll out great 
lengths of sheet lead, and where they put 
hot lead into a cylinder, and by prc.s.surc and 
steel molds, just force it up, out of the top 
of the machine, in the shape of beautiful, 
clean, lead pipe, which is drawn up out of 
sight, in the room above. 

By that time, I know you’ll be tired enough 
to go home. 
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A STORY. 

BY SILAS MC XAMtp. 

Jump down in the bay, 

On this sweet clover hay. 

And ril tell you a story, my boys. 

Now Charley be still, 

And Johnny, and Will, 

Don't make the least bit of a noise. 

Well, once on a time, 

(This is true, every line,) 

An old cat had kittens, you know; 

One was black as a coal. 

One was blue as a mole. 

And two were as white as the snow. 

They lived in a corner, 

(Where sat Jacky Homer,) 

In a basket of soft, cozy wool. 

When old pussy got in 
It was crammed to the brim, 

Every inch of the warm nest was full. 

The kittens did well, 

For quite a long spell, 

Grew as fast as white pigs in the clover; 
Till the basket got full 
Of kittens and wool, 

And began, as it must, to run over. 

And pnssy was thinking, 

As she sat there a blinking, 

What to do w ith her cradle of kittens; 
And she thought of the barn, 

Of a place nice and warm, 

Snug ni^l soft as a pair of w'ool mittens. 

But saddest to say. 

That very same-day. 

Game a roving that big Johnny Green; 
And old Mother Brocket 
Put a dime in bis pocket. 

To drow n the who'c batch in the stream. 

Pussy w’ent to the shed. 

To stir up the bed. 

And fix it with motherly care; 

But when she came in. 

What a shame and a sin. 

Not a single wee kitten w'as there. 

And her heart, it nigh broke, 

At this sad, heavy stroke. 

And for many and many a day 
Not a bit would she eat, 

Of new milk or meat. 

And her black hair seemed turning to gray. 

But, strange to tell, very. 

In a trice she got merry. 

Not so merry, but happy and quiet; 

Her hair smooth as silk. 

And she ate alt her milk. 

And seemed better for fasting and diet. 

Now boys do keep still. 

And you, Johnny and Will, 

Don't get in a nish or a w'orry. 

For the “ nub " comes in slick. 

In the very right nick 
OI time, in this u'0})dtrjftl ston/. 


Now, down by a stump 
Grew a wide, leafy clump 
Of burdocks, so tall and so grand. 

And deep in their shade 
Old pussy had made 
A nest in the sticks and the sand. 

It may seem absurd. 

But it's true, every word. 

Old pussy had been out a thieWug; 

For her little drowned cats 
There were six baby rats! 

It's a fact, though it seems past believing. 

They grew very well, 

For quite a long spell. 

May confusion seize each little toryf 
One fine summer day 
They all scampered away. 

And this is the end of my story. 


LETTER PROM SUSY SUNSHINE. 

I’m Susy Sunshine. I’m four years old 
last November. I live in Massachusetts. 1 
know you, ’cause my ma reads you to me, 
and I like 3 ’ou. I never went west but once, 
that was to Pittsfield ; but my ma has ; she 
says It’s so big, you could set all the east 
down into it and not crowd it a bit. I w'ou- 
dcr if the little girls out there have got such 
gaiter boots as mine, and such a grandma, 
and such dear, little dollies, and mud puddles, 
and molasses candy. And do they have their 
hairs crimped up on a string, and tw itched 
as bad as mine is? Mamma says 1 should 
look like a fright, if I wa’n’t critni)ed. 1 
don’t want to look like a fright, nor to have 
my hair twitched, nother. It makes Dimple 
cry like everything, sometimes. Dimple Is 
my sister; she’s a fat little waddle of a 
thing; she w'as named after Dotty Dimple; 
’cause she looks just like her. I don’t; I 
look like sunshine; so that’s my name, only 
it gets lost, and then my ma calls me scowiy 
girl, and thunder cloud, gnd real bad names. 

We’ve got two kittles and a cat, and one 
big rooster and five hens, and one hen is 
Scratch, and another is Hatch, and another 
Old Black, and the rest ain’t nothing at all. 
They lay an egg every day, only some days 
they are lazy and don’t. And the old, big 
rooster is lazy all the time, and don’t do 
nothing but crow. Aunt Bessie says that's 
just like men; they keep up a dreadful 
crowing, and leave all the lavin’ eggs for 
women; but Aunt Bessie’s woman’s rights, 
and we ain’t. I don’t want to vote ; so 
don’t Dimple. My pa asked her the other 
day, and she stamped down her little foot, 
and said, “No, no!’’ which made iny pa 
laugh like everything. 

O, Mr. CoriKjral, I do wish you could sec 
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little Winkle ; she’s the dearest, darlingcst, 
tccnty, taunliest little speek of a kitty you 
ever did see ; she’s black and white, and her 
eyes keep a winkin’ and winkin’ up and 
down all the time ; that’s why she’s Winkie. 
That’s a very nice name fora kitty, grandma 
'iiys. The old cat’s name’s Beloved ; she’s 
real old and good and peaceable, only when 
Growl comes in, then how she does spit and 
put up her back at him ! Growl is Jim 
Brown’s dog. He’s a boy that lives on our 
alley, with brown speckles on his face, and 
chews gum. His elabows are teared dread¬ 
ful, and he can walk right along on kis 
head, but Dimple and me don’t like him. 
But his dog is real bad, and he growls at 
our Beloved awfully; and I guess you’d 
put up your back, if he growled at you. 
T’other kitty, and she ain’t got any name, 
lies in a barrel, only W’hcn Dimple pulls her 
out with her fat, little hands. Don’t you 
think, Dlmpic gave her some biscuit right 
on the parlor tloor, and crumbled the carpet, 
and made my ma all-a-but scold, and she 
pinchted her neck so that she squalled right 
out. Kitty’s tongue is red, and she laps 
milk with It, and she puts her two paws 
right into the saucer, which isn’t manners. 
I don’t put my hands into my mashed potato, 
but Dimple does; she don’t know any better, 
’cause she’s only just two years old, and I’m 
a great, big girl, goln’ on live. Have you 
got any little girl, Mr. Little Corporal ? Is her 
name Corple? I wish she’d come and see 
me when it’s Dimple’s birthday, it’s next 
Tuesday, and It’s her twoth birthday. We 
shall have a party, and lots of cut up oranges 
and 1 screams for supper, and cake and 
candy. 

Dimple tails cookies, “ tookiesshe can’t 
talk very much, and grandma wishes I 
couldn’t, because her head aches; it’s a real 
eld head, and it’s got white hair on it, and 
when I sit up in her lap, there’s little wrinkles 
all over her fkce. You wouldn’t think my 
grandma was ever a little girl; but she was, 
and she used to have a doll baby made of 
rags, with pen-and-ink eyes. Wa’n’t that 
funny ? Once she told us a conundrum, and 
it was a broom; it was, Round the house, 
and round the house, and pop behind the 
door.” Ours pops into the closet and stands 
on its head ; 1 guess it aches standing bottom 
upwards so long, don’t you? Grandma told 
another, and she’s goin* to write it at the 
end of my letter for you to guess. 

I’m goin’ to give Dimple a splendid picture 
book for her birthday, all full of eats and 
rabbits and squirrels and donkeys, and one 
squirrel is runniu’ right up into a tree, as 


fast as ever he can. I boughted it myself 
down to Mr. Lee’s book store, and mamma's 
goin’ to give her a blue sash to wear with 
her white pique, a giojat, wide, beautiful 
one, and grandma says it costs too much for 
such a little girl; but grandma’s old-fashion¬ 
ed, and don’t know. She’s a real good 
grandma, and tells us lots of pretty stories. 
Do little girls be naughty and get shuked 
where you live? Dimpie gets shut up in 
the closet, sometimes. I don’t run away 
now% nor pull down roamma’s vases, nor 
break her wax liow’crs all to pieces, nor 
put pins into Winkle’s eyes, to keep ’em 
open; but Dimpie does, and she i)uts her 
new, blue gaiters into tiio slop pail, and gets 
shaked pretty often, and her lingers snapped. 
She puts her best, wax dolly to soak in the 
slop pail, and won’t mind me one bit. I try 
to teach her a good deal, but she don’t like 
to be tcached. Everybody calls Dimpie “a 
cunning, little puss,” and I love her dearly ; 
but she isn’t a puss, nor a kitty either, but a 
real, live, little sister, made of tlesh and 
bloqd, just like me. 

This is grandma’s conundrum ; it’s some¬ 
thing about hens, but it’s a secret, and you 
mustn’t tell nobody. I most know you can’t 
guess it; then 1 shall have to tell you. I 
eat it sometimes for breakfast. I ate one 
this morning, and it begins with E. Grandma 
learnt it when she was a young girl, and 
hadn’t married grandpa. Grandpa’s dead, 
but Uncle Jo Isn’t; he was into the army, 
and got shot, but it didn’t hurt him any, 
only he’s got a wooden leg, and it don’t 
crook up very easy. I love you, because 
you tell us real pretty stories, so goodbye. 

Susy Sunshine. 

grandma’s conundrum. 

“ Marble wolls as white as milk, 

Lined with curtains, soft as silk; 

Within a crystal fountain clear, 

A golden apple doth appear. 

No bolts or oars this treasure hold. 

So thieves break through, and steal the gold.” 

Anstotr—E^g, 


CHANGE. 

BY PRUDT. 

Once, when hidden from sleht away. 
Leafy banners and blossoms lay. 

A blithe little bird, in the barren tree. 
Sang, for the beauty so soon to be.*’ 

Now in the sunshine nod and wave 
Leafy banners and blossom** brave; 

But every wiad hath a tender niirh, 

” Ah! for the beauty so soon to die.” 
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THE LOSS OF THE “MARY JANE.” 


BY HOPE BUHLER. 

Wc were Utile things, Bessie and I, as we 
stood there on the high, old-hishioned, plush 
chair, hand In hand, looking at the picture 
which had always had such a strange fascina¬ 
tion for us. A picture of a broad, smoothly- 
flowing river, sweeping downward, steadily, 
toward the sea, and bearing on its tide an 
old flatboat. 

The sinking sun was shedding his last 
beams over the water. His rays lighted up 
the old boat with a kind of glory ; softening 
the rough features of the swarthy boatman, 
as he lay extended on the roof, giving, now 
and then, a puU at one of the oars; and 
playing softly about the heads of his wife 
and troop of little children, who leaned 
wonderingly over the edges of the boat, 
watching the golden ripples plashing against 
its side, as they slowly drifted on toward 
the sunset. 

The light of the parlor was dim and ghostly. 
Wc had to creep up close to see the eager 
faces of^ the little children; for papa and 
mamma and sister had all gone away on a 
visit, and careful Miss Harriet had said that 
there was no use fading out the carpet and 
furniture, now that the folks were gone. So 
she had shut the blinds, and pulled down the 
shades so close, that nobody but one daring, 
little sunbeam, wiio couldn’t possibly have 
known Miss Harriet, ventured to peep in. 

But Miss Harriet sometimes shut her 
watchful eyes after dinner: and then, em¬ 
boldened by the presence of our cheerful, 
little friend, we children would creep in to 
look at our pieture. 

“ Should you not love to go sailing, sailing 
away, Bessie,’’ said I, “ over the beautiful, 
smooth water, that looks so like gold?” 

“ I should be afi-aid, Beulah, unless papa 
and mamma were there, too; it is cold and 
dark on one side, like that dreadful river 
down in the meadows.” 

” But where it shines so, Bessie, it is just 
like the little, singing river down by the 
mill, w'here the mossy stones, and the dear, 
little bits of flsh are. Couldn’t we get a 
boat and go there? I’m so tired staying 
with Miss Harriet, and I should so love to 
float down between the trees, and lie on my 
back and look at the sky as we went along. 
1 would be the man and steer, ’cause I am 
biggest; and you could be the mamma, with 
the baby, and our dolls could be the children.” 

“Yes;” said Bessie, thoughtfully, “you 
wouldn’t be afraid, would you, Beulali ?” 


“ No, no ; not on our own little river; let 
us come ; go tiptoe, so as not to wake Miss 
Harriet, she iniglitn’t let us.” 

Miss Harriet nodded demurely in her 
chair, with her specs half tumbling oflf. At 
any other time w'c should have laughed, but 
now anxiety was uppermost, and we stole 
softly by. Slowly and carefully up the front 
stairs, and through the hall and bedroom; 
then, all in a flutter of excitement, up to the 
attic, where our babies sat in solemn and 
proper array, all around the room wldch we 
had partitioned off in one corner, by the 
help of sundry old bureaus and bedsteads. 

“Shall w'e take all the family, Beulah?” 
said Bessie, looking anxiously at the one and 
twenty children of various kinds and com¬ 
plexions, who gazed steadfastly at us. 

“I don’t think we could possibly carry 
them all, Bessie ; and then people don’t 
generally have such large families; those in 
the picture have only seven; they’d think 
we w’ere an orphan asylum.” 

“We might leave our delicate children 
at home, then; there’s my wax Alice, 
With the curly hair, I might get her wet; 
and Kitty’s pink silk is too flue for a boat; 
those children are all ragged. But some of 
the poor things who have lost their arms 
and legs ought to go, they feel so bad, it 
would do them good. Poor Libby has been 
very sick with the small-pox,” said Bessie, 
taking the darling up tenderly in her arms, 
and kissing her ; “ I play it’s that, because 
her face looks like Captain Sirtm’s, and 
because it seems dreadful to say that the 
mice nibbled her.” 

“ Yes, Libby must go, for she’s my 
dearest; and Peggy, and Jenny, and Minnie ; 
that’ll be four, and if you take four, that’ll 
be eight. Don’t you think that’s enough?” 

“Yes, I guess so. Would you take any 
baggage ?” 

“O, yes; it will seem more like a real 
journey if we pack up their things, just as 
mamma does ours when we go to Dover.” 

“ It is a great care to arrange the clotlies 
for so many children,” said Bessie, with an 
over-burdened, little sigh, and an anxiou.'* 
glance around, that savored strongly of 
mamma. “ What dresses shall we carry, 
Beulah *, will it be warm or cold ?” 

“O, warm, Bessie. You know papa said 
the boat went down the river to New 
Orleans, and it is summer there all the time, 

, so we must take our thin dresses.” 

“ Well,” said Bessie, reflectively, “ Libby 
must take her low-necked, white muslin, 
and her blue barege, and a calico for morn¬ 
ings, and her best lace hat trimmed with 
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flowers, in the red bandbox, and the others 
must have just as many; I wish all my 
children to share alike,” with a return to 
her borrowed graces. 

“I will take the brown trunk and the 
willow basket and the bandbox, Beulah, 
and you shall have the little hair trunk and 
the two round .biiskets ; that will make it all 
even. O, and Jip must go with us, he will 
enjoy it so mucliand Bessie forgot all 
about the dark water, and flew around the 
room packing up her things, with a most 
business-like air. 

At last all was ready, and we slowly and 
carefully descended the stairs, with two 
dear children under each arm, our hands 
being occupied by the baggage. 

Tiptoeing past the sitting-room door, we 
could see, over the back of the old rocking 
chair, the top bow of Miss Harriet’s cap, 
bobbing up and down, while in and out, over 
and under the long rockers, the mischievous 
paws of “Tabby Gray” rolled the soft ball, 
and the shining needles, in spite of their 
long, blue gown, danced a jig to their own 
music, as they swung over the arm of the 
chair. 

Bridget was in the cellar, at the ice chest; 
Tom was down in the meadow; we could 
hear him shouting to Brilliant and Diamond, 
as they went with the cart from pile to pile, 
loading hay ; there was no one to detain us. 
Out in the woodshed we held a council of war. 

“ I know the nicest boat, Bess; don’t you 
remember that long box out behind the 
bam ? It’s so big I could lie down in it, and 
stretch out my hands and feet without 
touching; and the sides are only a little 
high, so it will seem just like a flatboat. 
Let’s leave our children here, and go and 
look at it.” 

The box lay there, on the top of a pile of 
boards, partly full of broken glass and old 
rubbish; but the busy hands soon had it 
emptied, and down it slid to the ground. 

“ Splendid!” said Bessie, clapping her 
hands, “ but can we drag It down so far, 
Beulah, with all our baggage ?” 

“ Yes, I guess so; it’s light; let’s run and 
put it in, and see if we can cari-y it.” 

“ It’s rather heavy,” said ^ssle, strug¬ 
gling to lid her end, after the family were 
fairly established. “ Our children are pretty 
healthy, you know, Beulah, and weigh a 
good deal. It took nearly a quart of saw¬ 
dust to All Libby^s body; 1 brought it in 
the tin measure to mamma.” 

“We can carry it so a little way, Bessie, 
and when we get to the top of the hill, I 
guess we can slide it down to the river.” 


And so it proved ; for when the top of the 
hill was gained, after many rests by the way, 
it was very easy to push it along dow'n, over 
the smooth grass, to the river’s edge. The 
next thing was to get it into the water. 

“ Miss Harriet will scold us if we get our 
feet wet, Bessie; I will take oflf my stockings 
and shoes, and wade in the water, and you 
can push from the bank. Hold on tight 
while I am getting in, for the big stones are 
slippery, and the little ones hurt my feet so, 
I must find a soft place. Now', Bess, let it 
down slowly ; there it is. O, how it floats I 
Isn’t it nice?” 

“O yes; how the children will enjoy it, 
husband ; you are my husband now, Beulah, 
and you must call me wife. Can you hold 
the boat up close to the bank, husband, 
while 1 just get in V' and Bessie stepped out 
as far as she could on the rock, holding on 
by the long, trailing willow' branches, and 
put one little foot over the side of the boat. 
But, alas! the boat sank down, down into 
the water, and one little stream poured over 
the edge, right on to Lillie’s best pink barege. 

“Step back again, Bess, quick, or you’ll 
sink it, and the dollies will drown; it won’t 
bear you,” 

“But, Beulah, why won’t it bear? Isn’t it 
going to, and can’t we go sailing after all 
and Bessie’s big, blue eyes were brimming 
over with tears. 

“ I don’t know, I’m .sure, Bess; let’s try 
it again ; you hold it up to the bank, and I’ll 
get in.” 

But no; the result of the second trial w as 
even more disastrous than the first, and 
Bessie and I looked at each other in dismay. 

“Don’t cry, Bess; I’ll tell you what’ll be 
just as good. Let’s tie a string to the boat, 
and we’ll walk along the bank, and hold on 
to it, and let the dolls have the sail. 

It didn’t seem quite so nice to the little 
wife as sitting on the boat with her Libby 
hugged to her breast; but, after a few sighs, 
she said, “ Well;” and we proceeded to 
unwind the four or five yards of cord, which 
we had deemed necessary to the strapping 
of our trunks, and tied it carefully into some 
holes in the side of our boat. 

“O, Bess,” said I, as we gave a last pull 
to the knots, “ we haven’t named our boat. 
What can we call it?” 

“That boat we were reading about the 
other day, Beulah, was named the “ Mary 
Jane;” let us call ours so, and then it will 
Be for mother and sister,” said Bessie, with 
another little sigh, as her own inaterual 
an.xieties brought to mind the sympathizing 
hearts so far away. 
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Matters being thus arranged, we each 
took hold of a cord and started on our 
journey down the river, climbing over the 
roots of the old trees, round among alder 
bushes, where we were obliged to stop often 
and untangle our thread, and keeping as 
close as we could to the bank of the stream, 
now in, now out of the water, as the trees 
on the edge Impeded our progress, while 
the current bore our boat gently on before us. 

But as we went on and on, we became 
conscious of a stronger pull upon our cords, 
and it was with difficulty that we could keep 
pace with the swift-footed ripples, wffiich 
glided so easily over the stones that were 
so hard to our tender feet. 

At length, as we rounded a bend in the 
stream, beyond which we had never gone 
before, what a sight appeared to our aston¬ 
ished eyes. There rushed and roared a 
waterfall, at whose foot the water danced 
and sparkled in a thousand little eddies, 
wliile the spray shot up high in the air, 
gathering the brightest colors of the sun¬ 
shine. But on tlie brink, the water was 
dark and deep, like the solemn river down 
in the meadow, and we started in fear. 

“Pull back, pull back, Bess!” I cried, 
straining convulsively at the cord; but it 
snapped, leaving the remnant in my hands. 
“ Hold fast till I come!” as I gave one 
bound over the mossy rock that separated 
us. But the cord slipped from the little 
fingers, and the boat, rushing on, wavered a 
moment on the edge of the fall, then gave a 
plunge, and emerging a moment afterward 
IVom the foam below, floated bottom upward 
down the stream. 

One despairing cry burst from our hearta, 
as WG saw our treasured children swallowed 
up by tlie waves. 

That cry brought down Tom from the 
meadow above, where he was raking hay. 
With a kindly hand and a generous, red silk 
handkerchief, he wiped the fast-flowing tears, 
and begged us not to cry for the “lost dar- 
lints,” promising to wade into the stream after 
his work was done, and see if he could find 
anything. Then he put me upon his broad 
back, and taking Bess in his arms, dex)osited 
us in the hay cart, and drove with us to the 
kitchen door, where Miss Harriet, awakened 
from her nap, was ready with a scolding and 
a supper of breatl and water for naughty 
children who ran away. 

But we didn’t mind her, or the supper, or 
the putting to bed; we were only too glad 
to cry oui-selves to sleep in each other’s arms. 

The next morning, we found on our pil¬ 
lows two wet, limpsy specimens of humanity. 


whom, with tears of joy, we recognized as 
the precious Libby and “ Lillie Dale.” 

Since that eventful day, Bessie and I have 
watched many a little barque, freighted with 
precious hopes, drift away out of sight down 
the unknown river; but never again, I think, 
in the years that are to come, will a sorrow 
fall more heavily upon our childish hearts, 
than did the loss of the “ Mary Jane.” 


ART AMUSEMENTS. 

BY MARTHA POWELL DAVIS. 

No. Nine. The Wax Plant. (Hot/a Carnosa.) 

Cut the larger star of pinkish w ax, and 
the smaller one of white. Cut, also, of pink 
waxed wire, stems for the florets, half an 
inch longer than the natural length, to allow 
for fastening to the main stem. Now, at the 
end where the corolla is to go, tie five deli¬ 
cate bits of pink wire, and bend them out in 
a minute star. Then slip the little white 
star up from the bottom of the stem, and 
press it firmly to the wire star, which, being 
coated with wax, will unite with the other 
firmly, appearing as part of it, only differ¬ 
ently colored. Next, slip the larger pink 
star up to the base of the white one, and 
let the points of the two alternate with each 
other, and bend the larger tips back slightly. 

The florets should vary in size. From fif¬ 
teen to twenty make a complete umbel. 
The leaves, being very thick, are most natu¬ 
ral when cast in placer molds; but they 
look very well made of double wax sheets. 

The little wire star mentioned, becomes, 
you perceive, the chief support of the 
corolla. This fact is worth remembering, 
as the principle may be applied in forming 
many other flowers. Take the abutilon, 
for instance; if you make a wire and 
whK support on the end of the stem, the 
bell can be formed in its true shape, and 
fastened to this inner support. Thus no 
lengthened shape need be allowed for attach¬ 
ment when forming the corolla, which spiace, 
in this and similar examples, would mar the 
beauty of the flower. 

The Chryaanthemum .—The mode of making 
this flower is similar to others before noticed, 
except there is needed a large, common recep¬ 
tacle or base for the florets. This broad base 
is made of wax thick enough to hold the main 
stem from the under side, and large enough 
to contain the florets firmly above. 

Each corolla Is folded around a little stem 
long enough to stick into the wax receptacle. 
Place the least expanded of the florets at the 
center, and as you proceed in circles out- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


1871.] 


The Little Corporal Magazhie. 


97 


ward, let the corollas become gradually 
more open. 

Numerous small leaves, folded over the 
receptacle from beneath, form the calyx. 

For the above flowers. Aunt Phebe had 
procured ready-made patterns at the shops. 
She wished to show the class how time and 
labor may be saved by their use. But she 
reminded the pupils to avoid stiffness and 
fonnallty. There was danger, she said, in 
following them too closely, lest all the 
leaves, florets, or buds, on the same plant, 
be formed exactly alike. Tliis fault should 
be avoided, even when imitating objects very 
symmetrical, as the wax plant. Yet these 
patterns do best for plants of this character, 
and their use may be recommended in mak- 
kig quantities of flowers for sale. 

Heretofore the class had been well prac¬ 
ticed in making their own patterns, and 
thoroughly drilled in originating plans for 
forming flowers, such as all could obtain for 
illustration, as auntie w ished to imbue each 
one with the spirit of the true artist, who 
acknowledges nature only, as chief guide. 
She hoped to teach her pupils, by their ow n 
ingenuity, to counterfeit many home favor¬ 
ites, (patterns for which cannot be bought), 
and by exercising like skill, they would be 
able to imitate exotic plants of marked 
interest. 

Bhe prepared now to see how well the 
class remembered their past lessons. So, 
after recess, attention was called to the 
pitcher plant {Nepentfiu). A flne sample 
was presented in wax. There was the flower 
spike in the center, and each leaf had its 
pitcher, some fully grown and others partly 
mature. 

“This specimen,’* explained the teacher, 
“ was made to imitate a plant grown under 
glass, consequently it is much smaller than 
thase fully developed in their native clime, 

“ ‘ Where the trees bend low. 

Where the wild flowers grow 
’Mid the shadows deep. 

Nepenthes' pitchers ^ep.' " 

In China, and at the Cape of Cood Hope, 
these pitchers often hold a quart, or more, 
while those grown In our own conservatories 
seldom hold over a pint. 

It Is very nice to have a whole plant of 
this description for curiosity, but merely a 
leaf, with the pitcher attachment, as at 
figure 27, makes a rare and pretty ornament. 
With vines and leaves twined over it fanci¬ 
fully, it forms a unique hanging basket. 

“But,” said one, how can these curious 
pitchers, with lids, be made?” 

“ O, I see I” said another, in a moment. 


“ They may be cast in plaster molds, the 
same as fruit.” 

Fill the mouth of the pitcher with putty, 
before takiug the mold, and cast the lid 
separately. The hinge may be neatly formed 
of wire, in two parts, one half attached to 
the pitcher and the other to the lid, the same 
as stems arc fastened into fruit, and after¬ 
ward the two are clasped together. 

The same continuous wire which forms the 
tendril, should extend into the pitcher and 
also tlirough the leaf, which should be made 
of douffle wax. The coloring is done the 
same as delineated for fruit. 

These pitchers, in nature, arc tinted very 
gorgeously, sometimes, but in wax we prefer 
the milder hues, especially when they are 
used as baskets for other plants. 



Fig. 27. 


VenuM's Fly trap. {Dioncea .^—This plant is 
a native of North Carolina. Auntie ex> 
plained the strange sensitiveness of the 
leaves ; how the long hairs, or cilia, of the 
lobes close upon insects as they attempt to 
crawl over the plant. The children were 
much pleased with this. Nature’s ingenious 
trap, and they called it a “ steel trapbut 
when they came to imitate it in wax, and 
perceived that they were already ftimiliar 
with the principles of its construction, they 
were more than pleased—they were delight¬ 
ed. Why, these lobes can be edged with 
wire, and small wires can be fastened on for 
the stitf hairs just as we put thorns on black¬ 
berry stems. The lobes must be made of 
double wax, with wire clasps, and they may 
be kept from lying flat by stuffing them with 
cotton, the same as we did the dicentra 
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The class went to work, and soon had the 
whole plant completed; and then Eddie 
Wells brought a fly and wasp from hU cabi¬ 
net of insects, which, when clasped in the 
wire “ eyelashes,” seemed as if the natural 
plant had caught them. 

The (ktUor— Ethiopian IMy. — The teacher 
had been anxious to show how a large, sin¬ 
gle petaled corolla may be interlined with 
muslin; so she selected the lily as a good 
example. Cut the whole corolla of tliin, 
white muslin; wet in turpentine, and spread 
it smoothly around the cylinder that you 
use for making wax sheets. Let some white 
wax be prepared and melted as for sheets. 
Now dip the cylinder, which was wet before 
the lily pattern was spread. When you 
remove the cylinder, run the point of a pen¬ 


[SeptemW, 

knife through the wax, just at the edge of 
the muslin ; then put the waxed side of the 
lily pattern next to the cylinder, and dip 
again. You will now And the muslin coated 
nicely on both sides, and that the texture 
corresiKjnds very nicely with the natural 
petal. 

Large* petals of this sort may be formed 
by putting the muslin between two sheets 
of wax, and then cutting the three together 
by pattern. If the muslin be wet with tur¬ 
pentine, and the wax quite warm, they will 
unite pretty well; but the former method 
insures a more complete union. 

This interlining strengthens the corolla, 
and prevents the color from showing through 
when the two sides are shaded diflferently, 
as in the case of the richardia. 


AMONG THE RELATIONS.—No. 5. 


BY A. H. FOB. 


I went rcg’larly to Sabbath school, while 
I was at grandpa’s house. It’s at three 
o’clock in the afternoon. All of us used to 
go, only Uncle Guy didn’t, sometimes. Once, 
he brushed his coat a long time, and went 
away to Rugglcs Point, to hear a Dr Happy 
preach. He called him a Sc’cond Advent, 
and a big gun. Grandma said for him not 
to speak so in her presence. I s’posc she 
didn’t like to hear a man called a gun. 

The church we ’tended was right new. 
Jennie said they sold the old one for a bach- 
’lor to live in. He’d have a real nice, big 
room, wouldn’t he ? Jennie said that just 
one man—a great, rich farmer, that called 
himself General—had given the new bell, 
and had his name put on it in big letters. 
One prayer-meeting evening we were listen¬ 
ing to it ring, and I said it rang, “Praise 
God, praise God.” But Joe said he guessed 
the man that paid for it thought it rang 
“General Price, General Price.” Then 
grandpa told Joe to go to bed, and Aunt 
Ollie kept trying to p’tend she wasn’t laugh¬ 
ing. I couldn’t tell what was funny. 

One morning I felt the queerest, and 
couldn’t get warm by tlie Are, ’tall. ’Twas 
Monday, and Rose Cabbage was there to 
wash. I asked her if’twasn’t Cabbage Rose, 
and slie said, “ O, you comical little concern.” 
I kept feeling worse, and colder, and grand¬ 
ma put her thick, purple shaw'l around me, 
and had rr.c to bake my feet in the kitchen 


oven. But ’twasn’t any use; I pained ail 
over, and Rose Cabbage said ’twas “ clear 
agur ” that ailed me. 

Grandma nearly cried, she was so sorry, 
and grandpa pushed his specs up off his nose, 
and said, “ Now, mother!” I laid in grand¬ 
ma’s feather bed, covered deep, and had a 
hot iron (the kind they rub clothes with,) at 
my feet, and drank the bitterest tea. 0 
dear, I couldn’t tell ’zactly what happened, 
but ’twas worse than the worst dream I ever 
had. My head didn’t seem head any more, 
and I thought my back, and anns, and knees 
w ere surely broken in tw'o. 

When I was feeling a little better, the doc¬ 
tor came. Grandma w'as ’ most vexed, ’cause 
’twasn’t the old doctor. ’Twas his ’sistanl. 
He felt of iny wrist, and said to let him see 
my tongue, and made out some med’eine 
powders, and k^t talking ’bout “ liver,” 
and “ slight d’rangement,” and bow*ed, 
and said, “just so, madam,” to Aunt 
Ollie. Some way, I pretty near ’spised him. 
I guess ’twas cause I was paining so. 

Grandpa’s chair was squeaky. I’d never 
noticed it till then ; but it squeaked so that 
I raised right up in bed and said, 

“O, grandpa, I can’t stand it.” 

When he found out what was the matter, 
he stopped rocking, and said he’d have It 
sent to the furniture shop first chance, and 
’tended to. Uncle Guy said it had been 
squeaking for fifteen years. The med’oine 
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was bad to take, but I took it. Grandma 
fixed it in some of her nicest ’serves, and 
gave me a little coffee after it, to take the 
bitter out. I asked her if ’twasn’t spasms I 
had, and she said no, ’twas a chill. I didn’t 
have any more though. 

I mostly got a letter from mamma every 
week; but one week I didn’t get any, and 
the next, there was one from papa to grand¬ 
ma, with a little note Inside for me; and 
inside of that was the sweetest, soft, brown 
curl, finer ’n any silk. And now what you 
s’pose papa said in that letter? Why, he 
said that I had a A real, live, black- 

eyed, baby sister. O, but wasn’t I glad? 
1 couldn’t hardly do one thing but just talk 
’bont it, and I wanted to go home right ofi*; 
not wait a minute. 

Papa said in the letter for me to name It, 
and we all thought of names, and names, 
but there wasn’t any pretty enough. Joe 
got the big dictionary, to look one out of, 
and grandpa said he guessed he’d find one 
from the Bible. When, all at once, I hap¬ 
pened to think of one 1 thought’d be nice, 
and got close to Uncle Guy, and whispered, 

“S’posc we call it grandma.” 

Uncle Guy jumi>ed me up so that my head 
touched the celling, and laughed, and laugh¬ 
ed, and said, 

” Grandma Collins; how *d that sound?” 

I was p’voked then, ’cause I said anything, 
and threw my apron over my head, and ran 
out of the room soon ’s I could get away 
from him. 

1 went home, though grandpa said that I 
ought to stay till after Christmas; and I’d 
liked to, but oh! 1 wanted to see tiny sister 
so bad. Joe said, ” You wouldn’t catch me 
going for no baby.” I was real d’sgusted 
with him. I do wish Joe would treat me 
with respec’. 

Uncle Guy went with me. He’s so hand¬ 
some when he gets his nice clothes on; but 
every day he wears the funniest overalls. 
It’s ’nough to keep anybody laughing all the 
time, to look at them. We started on the 
evening train. Grandma had a splendid din¬ 
ner that day, and all of Uncle Lot’s and 
Uncle Milton’s folks were there, and Uncle 
Ross came to dinner. He said Jessie wasn’t 
well ’nough for Aunt Harriet to bring her 
out, so I didn’t get to tell her goodbye. I 
wished I could. 

We went to the depot in the carriage. 
Uncle Guy meant to go in the sleigh, but the 
snow melted too fast. Auut OUie went, to 
drive back again, and Jennie, and Desire; 
and, because there wasn’t room for the boys, 
Uncle Lot hitched up the spring wagou and 


took them, Joe, and Wilber,' ’n Gurney. 
Uncle Guy said, 

“ Pshaw, 1 wouldn’t take the trouble.” 

But Uncle Lot looked funny out of his 
eyes, and said he b’lieved in humoring chil¬ 
dren as much as they’d bear. 

When I said goodbye, grandpa and 
grandma cried soft, and I was most smoth¬ 
ered with hugging; and Aunt Martha put 
a little bottle of her pepper med’eiue in my 
pocket, fear I’d catch a cold. Auut Charity 
sent a lovely basket of flowers to mamma, 
’cause she thought mamma’d like fiowera 
that came from where she used to live; and 
they sent dresses for sister, and toys for 
Robbie, and lots of things. Grandma put 
up bread and butter, and sliced turkey, and 
blackberry jam, and pickles, for us to eat on 
the way. Uncle Guy said she needn’t, but 
she would. We got started, and I was sorry 
and glad, both; and when we got to the 
cars, there was ’nother goodbye time, and 
then we went whizzing away ; and the last I 
saw was Joe, waving his old gray cap. 


BIRDS AND THEIR WAYS. 

BT MRS. PABIZADB V. HATHAWAY. 

When I go into the woods in May and 
early summer, I often see a gay bird. He is 
about seven and a half inches long. His 
wings and tail are jet black, and his head 
and body so red that he looks like a coal of 
fire, among the green leaves. He is always 
on the lookout for insects, and destroys a 
g^at many, daily. His song is rich and 
sweet, and fills the woods where he stays. 
” E-erp hu-ic que-ic que-we-o ka-wet que-a- 
ru !” The strain is sung quite rapidly. 

His mate is not red; her back is dull green, 
and her breast is yellowish. She docs not 
return to the north in spring until several 
days after the arrival of the male bird. Tlie 
males of most kinds of our birds come by 
themselves, leaving their future mates to 
follow them, a week or ten days, sometimes 
a month later. 

The nest of the scarlet tanager, for this is 
the name of the red bird, is built late in 
May. It te often placed quite high up on 
some great limb of a tree. Early in June, I 
found one of these nests in the top of a 
thorn tree. Mrs. Tanager was sitting, and 
I did not disturb her to take a peep at her 
treasures, but I knew from what I had 
learned about the bird before, that the eggs 
she was keeping warm, were greenish blue, 
spotted with brown. The usual number in 
a nest is four or five. 
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Passing that way a few days after, the old 
bird cried, in a troubled voice, “Cliip-er-e, 
ehii>er-e!” The eggs had changc^l to little 
birds. The skin of their bodies was a deli¬ 
cate, rather brilliant red, and the long, gray 
down, tinged in spots with rich brown, 
covered them like a thin vail. Their eyes 
were closely shut. Birds which are reared 
in a nest, do not open their eyes until they 
are several days old. 

In eight or ten days more, the nest was 
empty ; but I could hear the parents calling 
tenderly to the little ones, in the woods near 
by. The nest was loosely made of the dry 
stalks of weeds, and lined with very flue 
leaves of grass, and strips of grapevine bark. 

Late in summer, when birds drop their 
old feathers, and get new ones, the red bird 
becomes a green one, like his mate. The 
young males look like the mother, orna¬ 
mented, however, with a few red feathers. 
In September, the searlet tanager and his 
family go away to the far south, to Central 
America, or some island of the sea. There, 
the tropical sun paints his plumes and those 
of his children, until, when they come back 
to us in May, they arc dazzling red. 

The scarlet tanager has a pretty, little 
cousin, which haunts the banks of creeks 
and rivers. Sometimes I find him in garden 
shrubbery, or in a patch of hazel bushes, 
quite a distance from water. He is so sliy 
and restless, that it is not easy to get a good 
view of him. When perched upon a twig, 
he always looks as if Just ready to fly. His 
hack is brownish green, his throat and breast 
fine yellow, and there is a broad, black band 
across the forehead, passing down over the 
cheeks, which makes him look as if he were 
wearing a mask. The bill is black, and the 
long, slender legs, flesh color. The color of 
his throat gives him part of his name, the 
Maryland yellowthroat. 

He comes early in May, and sings a great 
deal from the time of his arrival until the 
middle of July. During this season of song, 
he almost always salutes me with **Cl)ip- 
per-a, chlp-per-a, chip!” or, “Wltch-e-te, 
witch-e-te witch!” It is a bold, lively 
strain, and makes one feel as happy as the 
little singer himself. On warm, moist nights, 
I have heard him sing at midnight, *‘Chip- 
per-a, chip-per-a!” When the female is 
sitting, I have seen him rise into the air, 
describe a small circle, warbling at the same 
time a tender song, and then descend into 
the bushes. 

The nest, which is built in late May or 
early June, is generally placed in a bunch of 
tall grass, or in a shrub. It is constructed 


of broad blades of dry grass, and lined with 
flne grass and horse hairs. Some of these 
nests are said to be arched over at the top, 
with an entrance at one side; but I never 
found any made in this way. The eggs are 
four or live, very small, pure white, tinted 
with pink when newly laid, and spotted 
with brown at the large end. 

When there are young to be cared for, tbe 
yellowthroats work constantly among the 
vines and bushes, bunting for small worms. 
If a pair perceive me, the male calls ” Chip!” 
in a hoarse, excited tone; and the little 
mother answers in a sweet, anxious voice 
‘‘Chit!” They keep close watch of me, and 
will hardly approach the vicinity of the nest, 
fearing I will discover it. When the little 
ones open their bills, I see that their mouths 
have a flne, red tint. Two broods are reared 
in a season, the last in July. 

The Maryland yellbwthroat lives ui)©u 
insects. He is found from tbe Atlantic to 
the Pacific Ocean. 


ABOUT HORSES. 

BY W. O. C. 

The other day, a boy asked me if I would 
play horse, and let him drive me y 

“O,” said I, “1 am too old and climsy 
for a horse.” 

” But,” said the boy, ” I don’t drive cld 
horses so hard.” 

“ Good !” said I. 

I liked that. That is tbe true principle. 
1 wish every boy and every roan in the nation 
had to obey it. I suppose a ynunq horse 
likes toIf I were a young horse, I should 
want to see how fast I could run; and 1 
should want to snap roy heels and stretch 
my legs. If my driver said, ‘‘Now, pony, 
do your best,” I would take a long breath, 
and then show him what I could do; and I 
would make the road spin. 

I have seen a colt swoop over a five-rail 
fence, just like a bird. That is the way I 
should like to do it. But an old horse doc^ 
not feel so spry; and I know how an old 
horse does feci. He feels young inside—^JuM 
as young as ever ; but his legs are stiff, and 
don’t go as easily as they used to, and some¬ 
times they ache. I have seen an old horse 
that forgot he was old, and he began to jump 
and frisk like a colt; and everybody laughed 
at him. 

But If I were a horse, I would never run oa 
a race course. That is one thing they would 
have to understand. I don’t believe in gam¬ 
bling, or betting for money, anyhow. 
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A CHAPTER OF WONDERS. 

Ask Gmiidpa to show you his watch. I 
mean the wonderful little wheels hidden 
away under the gold case—the “ live part,” 
as a blessed baby calls it. If it Is a nice 
watch, and of course grandpapa watch is a 
nice one, it took a skillful workman at least 
three weeks to make it; and that is not a 
long time, for wiicn 1 look at the delicate, 
little wonder, it seems to me almost a mira¬ 
cle that human hands can do it at all. But 
only yesterday I saw a machine, under the 
guidance of a slender, young girl, do in half 
avininute a part of the work which would 
take the hand workman nearly two days; 
while another made and inserted the little 
pillars which hold the two plates of the watch 
together, at the rate of two thousand per day, 
while the hand workman could make but 
two dozen! 

1 wish 1 could have taken you all with me 
through that wondcrfiil establishment at 
^Igin, w'here, in the clean, bright rooms, 
*hc silent machines, tended by about four 
handred workmen, half of w'hom might be 
fairly classed as boys and girls, make one 
hundred and sixty watches as an average 
day’s work, every one of them more perfect 
in construction and more accurate in move¬ 
ment than anything the skill of the old-time 
workman could produce. What a sensation 
the Corporal’s army would have made in a 
march upon the works of the National Watch 
Company ! I fancy it would have been too 
much for even the limitless patience of the 
sui>criutendent, which must he proof against 
all common attacks. 

I thought, w'hen we began, I should tell 
you all about it; but when we were half 
way through, I began to waver, and by the 
time we left our names upon the office regis¬ 
ter, I almost concluded to say nothing about 
it, since it seemed such a hopeless task to 
tell the smallest part of the wonders we saw. 
What do you say to a machine that can tell 
you the exact diameter of the hairs on your 
bead, youi*s i)erhap8 measuring throe twenty- 
flve^hundredths of an inch, and your little 
sister’s only two twenty-five-huudredths. 
Yet the hair is really twice as thick as the 


fine steel ribbon, from which the hair spring 
of the watch is made; since the hair com¬ 
presses between the jaws of the measurer. 
One foot of this ribbon makes a spring, which 
weighs only one fifteenth-thousandth part of 
a pound, troy. 

What do you say to a pair of tiny scales 
that will give you the exact weight of a bit 
of hair—a trifie over the fifty-seven-millionth 
part of a pound, troy? That is w'hat they 
can do in the adjusting room, where they 
regulate the movement of a watch, by such 
minute changes in the tiny screws of the 
balance wheel, until it will bear the test of 
running eight hours in a box heated to 108 
degrees, Fahrenheit; and eight hours in a 
refrigerator at zero, without the smallest 
variation. It is the w'onderful, little balance 
wheel that enables it to do this. Look at 
grandpa’s watch again, and you will see 
what it is; a queer, little affair, with a rim 
of brass and arms of steel, that^goes whirling 
back and forth, as if it couldn’t make up its 
mind which way was best. Starting with a 
little disk of steel in a brass rim, the whole 
affair about the size and thickness of a 
nickel cent, it required eigtUy operations 
before the wheel was ready for use. And 
the little disk of steel and brass had already 
been through five operations, and had re¬ 
ceived three thousand blows from a trip 
hammer, the only noisy machine in the 
works. Through its double lira, twenty- 
two holes are drilled for screws, while it is 
spinning around at the rate of four thousand 
eight hundred times a minute. Do you see 
this little tangle of what sesms to be fine 
hair, or rather a wisp of smoke, if such a 
thing might be? That is a bunch of steel 
shavings, turned off by a machine from a 
delicate, little screw. Take the magnifying 
glass, and you will see that every one is a 
spiral coil, precisely like the great, white 
shavings, that drop from the carpenter’s 
plane. 

And here is this bottle, two inches high, 
and one inch in diameter; w'hat do you 
imagine it is filled with ? Coarse powder, is 
it not ? it certainly looks like it, and you 
can hardly believe it, when they tell 3 ’ou 
they are screws ; perfect, little, steel screws; 
each one with a head, a slot for the screw 
driver, and a perfectly turned thread, each one 
polished separately, and tempered by heat¬ 
ing. How many in the bottle, does the 
paper say? “Twenty-three thonsaud six 
hundred and fifteen.” “ How in the world 
do they count them?” you ask, in amaze. 

“Just as they do elephants,” returns your 
smiling guide, “ one at a time.” 
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The finest screws used in a watch, have 
two hundred and fifty threads to the inch, 
and it takes one hundred and forty-four thou¬ 
sand of them to weigh a pound, which is worth 
six pounds of pure gold. But the machines 
will cut screws with Jive hundred threads to 
the inch. 

One thing that used to puzzle me sorely 
in my childhood, was the talk about “jewels ” 
in watches; and after much disappointing 
research, I made up my mind that it was 
only w'hat the big folks called “afigui-eof 
h]>ccch.” But here are the jewels from 
India and Persia and Brazil, ruby, gai*net, 
aqua marine, lying in piles on the workman’s 
bench, w'hile he splits, saws, grinds and 
repolishes them, until each glittering bit 
w'eig|is less than an eighty-thousandth of a 
pound, troy, and then drills a hole through 
it with a diamond drill, so small as to be 
barely visible. These tiny jewels with their 
settings of brass are inserted in the holes 
where the delicate pivots are to play, and 
held in their places by screws. They are for 
use, not beauty ; to guard against the 
smallest w ear, by their hardness. 

Where shall I stop ? 1 might tell you of 
the diamond dust, w'orth five hundred dol¬ 
lars per ounce, used in all the processes of 
polishing, the smallest grain of which left in 
any part, w'ould cut and ruin the works. Or 
of the artists, who paint with a brush the 
inscription upon the face of the watch, put¬ 
ting the words “ National Watch Co.’’ in 
clear, legible letters, upon a space three- 
fourths of an inch in length, and only one- 
ninetieth of an inch in width ; and when I tell 
you that he does this twice in five minutes, 
1 am not sure but I shall have to confess 
that the human hand, after all. Is as wonder¬ 
ful as any machine. 


GOLD LEAF. 

One sultry day last week, when people 
crept about on the shady sides of the streets, 
and the soda water and lemonade men wci’e 
the only happy looking persons one met, we 
saw a ragged, little fellow sitting on the 
sidew alk, in the full blaze of the sun, watch¬ 
ing intently something w hich was going on 
down in the basement of a great building. 

“ What does he see down there 1 won¬ 
dered. 

“ That is where they make gold leaf,” said 
my companion. “ Let us go aud find out 
how they do it.” 

“ Will they let us iu y” I asked, doubtfully. 


as we descended the stairs, and peered into 
the room. 

There was no sign to say “No Admit¬ 
tance but a very pleasant young man, 
w'ho met us at the door, said it quite plainly 
all over his face, though he did not speak a 
word. The Little Corporal is a privileged 
character, aud w'hcn we explained onr 
errand, the proprietor courteously told us 
all about the process of making gold leaf, 
such as is used in all the gilding, letter¬ 
ing, etc. 

First they melt the coin; but that Is not 
pure enough, so they take from it the alloy, 
leaving it about 22 carats fine. Then it is 
rolled out into a flexible ribbon about an 
inch in width, not bright, as you might 
fancy, but stained aud blackened by the 
heat aud the charcoal. The workman cuts 
off a bit of this ribbon an inch in length, aud 
places it in the center of a mold about five 
inches square, made of leaves of a peculiar 
kind of tissue paper, placed one upon the 
other. This jmper is obtained from Europe, 
and is manufactured from the inner skin of 
the intestines of oxen, requiring five hundred 
oxen to make enough for one mold, which 
is valued at sixty dollars. Tlie w'orkman 
lays his mold, with the inch of gold ribbon 
in the center, upon a stone bench, and [iro- 
ceeds to pound it with a hammer weighing 
about seven pounds, until it gradually flat¬ 
tens and spreads out to the size of the mold, 
that is, alK)ut four inches square. As soon 
as the gold begins to peep out of the edges, 
the workman oi)ens his mold, cuts the gold 
leaf. Into four pieces with a tool very much 
like a pair of tiny, wooden, sled runners, and 
then each of the four pieces is again beaten, 
and again divided, until from the original 
inch of gold ribbon, which is exactly of the 
w eight of a gold dollar, one hundred leaves 
arc made. These arc put bctw'cen leaves of 
tissue paper, and made into little books, 
ready for use, selling at about one and one- 
half cents per leaf. It is delicate stuff, and 
the workman cannot touch It with his fingers, 
but lifts it carefully with some curious, little 
pincers, or smooths it with his breath. The 
ordinary process of lettering or ornamenting 
in gold, is to brush over the design with 
sheilac, lay on the gold leaf, and then, with 
a bit of cotton, wipe ofl" what docs not 
adhere. These bits of cotton, with their 
load of pow’dered gold, used to be thrown 
away; but now they arc saved, and a way. 
has been found to gather up every particle 
of the precious metal, aud put it to new uses. 
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Marengo. '"'Dear Prudv : Allow me to intro¬ 
duce myseir. Hattie P. Wells; mv home is in Ma¬ 
rengo, Michigan. I have taken 1'he Little Cor¬ 
poral four years, and read it with interest. I 
would like to tell the other little girls who take 
The Corporal how to prepare skeleton leaves. 
1 send you a specimen. It is time to commence 
gathering leaves. The process is not diltlcnlt, 
but requires patience to do it skillfully. First, 
boil a few in strong soap suds, till they will clean 
easily with a soft tooth brush, or fine flannel. 
Soak out the suds; then bleach in chloride of 
lime. A tablcspoonful of chloride in a quart of 
soft, warm water. A shallow, earthen dish is 
best to bleach in, set in a window where the sun 
shines. Then soak in soft water till the chloride is 
out. When this Is done, float them out on pieces 
of paper, and dry in njpress; a blank book is good. 
Rose .and ivy are easily prepared, but maple and 
manyothers require more boiling and bleaching.*' 

Accompanying this letter was a very pretty 
bouquet of skeletonized leaves, arranged upon a 
background of blue velvet, for w'hich Prudy ro- 
tiiims thanks. Hatty's directions are very simple, 
and will answer admirably for tough-fibred 
leaves. Hatty wishes to know how to dry flowers 
in sand, and, although Prudy has bad no practical 
experience, the way is said to be as follows; Use 
clean sand, washing it, to remove nil dirt, and 
drying very thoroughly. Procure a suitable box, 
put in a little sand, lay in your flower, freshly 
cut, and proceed to sift the sand around it, tak¬ 
ing care that each leaf is kept in proper position, 
nnti I you have covered it to the depth of a couple 
of inches. Set your box in a dry place, and do 
not disturb it Tor two or three weeks. The best 
way to remove the sand is to make a small open¬ 
ing in the bottom of the box, and shake it out, 
by careful jarring. 


Eaft MnhUehoro. Manx. “ Among the many 
wondiTfiil bits of knowledge 1 gain by being up 
with the birds in the morning, I must tell you 
this one : Did you not think that when ‘ Gnind- 
pn lo..g-lcgs ’ comes into the world his mother 
pu M on his best Sundav pants, and makes him 
wear them all the tiroer Well, he doesn't 
do so at ail. I saw him change hie pante 
this morning. I expect it is quite a task 
for him to do it. for he looked quite pale and 
sick, ns though he had the sick headache. Now, 
hir, if you have any soldiers in your army who 


are fond of taking an extra nap in the moming. 
I hope you will ^ve them a gentle lecture. If 
they profit by the advice, as I know thev will, 
you will hear them, in a shoit time, cull for a 
' Craig's Microscope,' Just as 1 intend to do." 

Rochester^ Minn. '‘'‘Dear Prudy: I think 
Heavenly Cherubs is very pretty, and 1 thank 
yon very much for sending It to me. 1 have writ¬ 
ten two letters, but, as neither have appeared in 
The Corporal, I am going to try again. I have 
been spending the winter In St. Paul, and 1 had 
a real nice time, but I was glad to get home 
again. Were you ever to St. Paul?" 

Yes; Prudy has some very pleasant memories 
of St. Paul. 

Brooea. Turkey. '‘'‘Dear Prudy: It is now 
May, and I guess you will be surprised to know 
tliat I have not had a Corporal of this year until 
this week. 1 cannot tell yon how glad I am, and 
how thankful 1 feel, to receive them. They come 
in a box, which nominally comes once a month, 
but really, once in two or three months. How¬ 
ever, there is one good thing about it, when they 
do come, they come with a rush; for, this time 
three came at once, and two days after one more 
came." 


Laporte. Ind. '‘'‘Dear Prudy: My name is 
Annie Barnes. I went to yonr office Thursday, 
but you was not there. I saw your picture; 
a man said it was you; he w’as a funny 
man. Now I have been to see you, it Is your 
time to come and make us a vb»it. I am ten years 
old, and have a sister eleven years old. I have a 
a baby brother, and another brother and sister. 
1 like to read The Corporal. Why don't you 
put in riddles, too. Will you send Tbb Corpo¬ 
ral every week? That funny man said he 
couldn't, it took so long to get ready. Please 
put this in vour pocket. Your picture is real 
nice. Why don't you put it in the place where 
that girl is? You send me one, any way. Will 
you?" 

Caetalia^ Iowa. "I have always heard that 
business letters should be very short and con¬ 
cise, but 1 cannot help saying that 1 like The 
Little Corporal very much. I have taken it 
ever since it was first published, and I think 1 
ought to know whether I like It or not. I was 
very glad to see Mr. Sewell’s picture in The Cor¬ 
poral, and now I wont to sec Mrs. Miller's, and 
Prudy's pictures next. 1 think that 1 shall like 
‘ Summer Days at Kirkwood' very much. I liked 
the ‘ Hard-Fought Battle' ever so much. Cory 
Houston was a good boy, wasn't he? I will have 
to leave oflT, and get ready to go to school now, I 
guess." 

Oalm., Hi. '“’Dear Prudy ; I am a little girl 
eleven years old. My grandma sent me 'raE 
Little Corporal for a Christmas present. 1 
think she has a young heart, for she loves to read 
The Little Corporal. I come up to Chicago 
real often, and sec my aunty, and when I go next 
time, 1 will go and see yon, if I find where vou 
live. Dear Prudy, please print this letter, lor I 
want to see how my letter will look in The Cor¬ 
poral. 1 am going to try to get up a club next 
year. 


Inland. Iowa. '‘'Dear Prudy .* I am a little 
eleveu-yenr old girl. I wrote one letter to you 
before, but you did not print it. My brother 
took Tub Little Corporal two years, but this 
year I take it. I sent for it with my prize money 
that I got at school in the arithmetic class. 1 

f rot two dollars. I have got a little brother that 
s as funny as Tommv Bsincroft, we think. Once 
he ran after a little bird that was running along 
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on the ground, and he told pa he was going to 
catch that bird to make a costard pie.*' 

Philadelphia. '•^Dear Prudy : I am very much 
obliged to you for putting our letter in The Cor¬ 
poral. I want to take the book myself, but 
caunot. for 1 am saving up for a printing machine. 

I am often templed to buy cakes and candy; I 
like them ever so much. I had a gold fish, but 
just as it was getting tame it died. I have two 
silver fishes now. lam saving up cards. I have 
about 7,000; ain’t that a great many ? I wili send 
you my picture. With much love to Prudy.” 

WaxahachU, Texas. ^^Dtar Prudy: 1 want 
to tell yon about a chicken I have. It was the 
only one that lived, out of a large brood, and 
when its mother went to sitting again, it sat by 
her all the time, and when the chickens were 
hatched. It would take care of part of them, and 
hunt things for them to eat. Don't you think 
that is very kind, Prudy, and doesn't it look as 
if the chicken had reason 
It looks as if the chicken had a good deal more 
care for her mother than some human chicks 
Prudy has seen, who thought it very hard to have 
to help tend the w ee ones. That chicken ought 
to be preserved to a good old age, for an example. 

PottsvUU. “ I received the engine all safe, and 
it works splendid. My brother and 1 have been 
subscribers since 1865. We all think it the best 
magazine we have seen. My brother once re¬ 
ceived the Little Red Ridinghood as a prize. 1 
hope to send more names sometime, not for a 
prize, but it is such a nice book. 1 like to read 
the letters in Prudy’s Pocket. I was ten years 
old last April, and my brother was twelve last 
November.” v 

Nsw York. ”i>ear Prudy: I have been want¬ 
ing to write to you for ever so long, but every 
time I would really begin It, something would 
happen, and you wouldn't get my letter. Yes¬ 
terday was my birthday. i am fourteen. It 
sounds pretty old, I have been thirteen so long. 
I had quite a good many presents. A rosewood 
work box, lined with crimson velvet, a breakfast 
shawl, an embroidered set, a box of initial 
paper, ‘ Moods,’ ‘ Little Men,' and ‘ Three Pro¬ 
verb Stories,^ by Louisa Alcott. Don’t yon think 
‘ Little Women ’ is splendid. I love you ever so 
much, although 1 don’t know you, and If you 
will just say that this did not trouble you any, I 
shall be happy to write again.” 

Mount Wolf. '^Dear Prudy: As this is the 
first letter 1 wrote to you I hope you will not 
let it fall through a hole in your pocket. 1 like 
The Corporal very much. 1 tried to raise a club 
but did not succeed. I will try again. I can 
hardlv wait Uli The Corporal comes. I earned 
my money for The Corporal by building fires 
for the school teacher last winter. I gave the 
money to ray pa, and he sent it some time ago to 
Mr. Miller Ibr The Corporal. I guess I know 
who Prudy is; she is Tommy Bancroft’.^ mother, 
or she would not know so much about his 
tricks.” 

Randolph. N. Y. *^Dear Prudy : Encl^osed 
find ten cents to add to the Sailor's Library Fund. 
I w'eni down to my pa's store, to-day, to s«'e if 
the papers had come. They had, and 1 found my 
dear Little Corporal among them. I read the 
little one-armed boy's letter 1 have sent my 
mite, which 1 hope may do some good, if it is 
small. Your friend, Johnny Thompson. 

Clara Law, of Hannibal. N. Y.. also sends fif¬ 
teen cents, so the fund begins to grow. A boy 
in Uamilion. Ohio, proposes that a library should 


be raised by each one sending a book. That 
does not strike Prudy as a good way, since many 
of the books would be lost or injured, duplicates 
of many would be sent, and the expense of mail 
or express would be considerable, amounting, in 
every case, to more than the proposed ten cento. 

WadesviUe.. Va. ''Dear Prudy: I am six 
y^ears old. Sister Rebecca takes The Littlx 
CoRPORAL,mid 1 like it very ranch, for she reads 
it to mei Do you like apnoots ? I do, and we 
have some apples, too. Please put my letter in 
your pocket, if there is no hole in it.” 

Part Lamad. Kan. "Dear Prudy : lam again 
trying to raise a club for the magazine 1 love eo 
well. I am trying to get the microscope, as I live 
where there are a great mnny beautiful bu^ and 
insects. 1 send you a butterfiy as a s^cimen. 
The Indians came within twenty feet oi the fort 
last night, and tried to steal the horses. They 
only got one pony, and went oS with him with¬ 
out disturbing anybody but the guard, w’ho shot 
at them. My two little brothers, with another 
boy, took a long walk, four miles from the fort, 
and went within three hundred yards of the 
Indians, who did not see them. All our officers 
think the Indians will follow the war path this 
summer.'' 

Panama. N. Y. "Dear Prudy: I want to 
write you a little, although I suppose you already 
have your pocket full. I was glad to see that 
Miss Minnie D. Bateham, of Painesville, Ohio, 
had won the prize on the vowel 1. Perhaps you 
may not have seen that exquisite little poem of 
hers published in the New York EoaugeliH.oi 
March 16th, 1871. 1 enclose it in this letter. My 
mother saw a lady from Painesville, a short time 
ago, who told hcragreatmany interesting things 
about Minnie. She said that she thought Minue 
would ultimately recover, that her mother was 
formerly a missionary to Africa, and many other 
things—but perhaps you know of them already. 

I noticed in Prudy’s Pocket, in the May nnmber. 
a letter about fish, etc., from Chenoa, lUinols, or 
which a considerabl^art might be applied to os 
with equal troth. We have a globe, which was 
got for a gold fish, but the gold fish dying soon 
after, we caught some brooK fish and kefn them 
in it. One has been in it nearly a year. It will 
nibble at our fingers. Once it committed an act 
of cannibalism, by eating up one of the fish con¬ 
fined with it He was nearlv a whole evening 
swallowing the little one. My youngest brother 
is left handed, as was the writer of that letter. 
We have a little darling baby here, my only liv¬ 
ing sister, who, when held up before the beauti¬ 
ful picture of Red Ridinghood, crows and cl^ 
her hands, and looks aronnd to her mother mr 
approbation.” 

Hilisdale. Mich. "Dear Prudy: I like yonr 
pocket better than any other part of The Corpo¬ 
ral, because it holds so much without tearing. 
1 think that a good many mothers would like to 
know what kind of cloth it is made of, and where 
you buy it.” 

"Dear Prudy: We have taken The Corporai. 
four years, and do not know how we could de 
without it. I want to write to you to tell you 
about a funny family we have in our straw' stack. 
An old hen was sitting on one egg. One da> 
w hen she was gone from her nest the old cat 
brought her four little kittens there, anr' the old 
hen seemed as pleased as though they were her 
own chickens. She sits there and helps the old 
cat brood them, and when kitty comes to the 
house for milk, she gets them all under her 
wings, and makes a great fuss if any one tries to 
get one. Don't you think that is a funny pnri- 
nershipy'’ ^ 
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Private Queer: Friday le our evening for 
games. Then the lessons of the week are over, 
and wo children are at liberty to play. There 
are three families of us. Uncle Charley’s, Aunt 
Julia's, and ours, and there are thirteen children, 
counting our baby, who isn’t worth much at gam- 
ingy but often helps us out on a pinch, when we 
need a play baby, or a dumb child, or a corpse, 
for its so fat and lazy it “ stays put ” splendidly. 
Every Friday evening the three Ikmllles meet, 
and, while the older people are talking business, 
or books, or housekeeping, in the parlor, we 
children are gamingy as we call It, In the sitting 
room. And I would like to tell you, from month 
to month, about some of the games wo play—some 
of the newest, I liiean—some that the readers of 
The Corpobal don't know al)out, perhaps. Of 
course, we haven't given up the old-fashioned 
games ; that would be like disloyalty to the old 
flag, or disrespect to our grandmothers. 

I'm the oldest of the children, and not so 
devoted to play, so they make me do all the 
drudgery of the games. | have always to hlindy 
and be “ it,'’ and play the piano, in magic music; 
and the children are determined that I shall tell 
you about some of the gamcb that we enjoy so 
much. 

I shall tell you, In the first place, about 
’• Shouting Proverbs.” One of the i^rty having 
left the room, a proverb is selected, as A bird 
in the hand is worth two in the bush.” Then 
the words are distributed among the party. “A” 
is given to me, “ bird ” to another, ” in ” to a 
third, and so on, till all the words arc used up. 
Then the outside member is called in. He says, 
“What is the proverb? One, two, throe.” At 
the word threty each shouts, and all together, the 
word that has been assigned him, so that every 
word in the proverb is pronounced simultane¬ 
ously, making a medley of sounds that is fairly 
bewildering. If the proverb is not guessed, the 
^luestion is put again, “What is the proverb? 
One, two, three.” And so the game proceeds, 
till the proverb is guessed. 

If your readers wish to know whether or not 
this game is funny—fun being (he nniin thing 


people seek in playing games—I advise them to 
try it and see. 

We have a quieter game, which we call “ Com¬ 
paratives.” I will give you an Illustration of it. 
One says, “The positive is a form of water, the 
comparative is a river famed in poetry. What 
are the words?” The others are to guess these. 
The reasonable method of procedure is to think, 
first, of the different forms of water. One tries 
kaUy comparative haiUty and decides, of course, 
that these are not the words. He tries k*€. it*€r, 
ilser.) These two words satisfy the conditions, 
one being a form of water, the oi her a river men¬ 
tioned in Campbell’s “ Uohen Linden.” 

This conundrum suggests another: “The 
positive is a form of water, the comparative is a 
voice of the night. What are the words ?” 
Answer, snoWj and enore. By this you will per¬ 
ceive that all that is necessary in forming the 
comparative is the sound, er, without reference 
to the orthography. I will give some other illus¬ 
trations. The positive is an interjection of 
reproof applied to a domestic animal, the com¬ 
parative is a verb significant of diffusing. Ans¬ 
wer, scaty eccUter, Here is another: The positi^ c 
is a verb expressive of violent action, the com¬ 
parative is the name of a royal dynasty. Answer, 
8eiz€y and Ccuar. 

This game has been a great help to us children 
in getting facility in defining, and makes us ac¬ 
curate, papa says. Almost all the personal pro¬ 
nouns frimish this kind of conundrums; as, I, 
ire; my, mire; mine, miner; me, mere, etc. I 
believe we children have made thousands and 
thousands of these conundrums. We make them, 
often, while we’re playing croquet, or while rid¬ 
ing, or at the table, our parents joining us, sug¬ 
gesting to us, correcting us when we are inaccu¬ 
rate, often leading us into history and science, 
and impressing some fact in such a way that we 
can never forget it. Don't you think wo make 
good use of our play moments. 

I hope you will excuse any mistakes in this 
communication. Perhaps I ought to do better. 
I am nearly fifteen years old. Next month. I'll 
tell you of some of our other games. 

Luaj Leland. 


HIDDEN POWER. 

A mushroom will lift a paving stone many 
times its own weight, rather than turn over and 
grow sideways, which it would appear so much 
easier for it to do. So, tree roots will throw 
over immense walls, against which they have 
grown, though one would think the pressure 
against the softer soil would give room for their 
development. 


No. 18.-CHARADE. 

My first the kitty moaning said. 

Then closed her eyes and arooped her laad 
Straightway our kindly Harry reckoned 
That she must surely be iny second. 

In vain we made her catnip take: 

My whole she'll never hear nor make. 

G. M. K. 
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No. 19.—CHARADE. 


No. 21.—CHARADE. 


The fin»t ie long and slender. 
Full of spring; 

Made to sting 
Both tough and tender. 

For an offender. 

Just the thing. 

The second is not superior. 
Never fat. 

Such as that 
Must be Inferior. 

Few words are drearier 
In your chat. 


First. Before my coming shadow s flee; 

Birds sing their blithest songs to me; 

All nature wakes my light to share. 

And breathe fresh incense on the air. 

Second. I cap the mountain tops like hoods; 

1 lap the meadow glades and woods; 

I clothe the streams with mystery; 

1 shroud the solemn, sullen sea. 

Both. Borne on the daylight's earliest breeze. 
Our hazy purple vails the trees. 

And, like a gauzy flag unfurled. 

Waves in thin folds (Ter ail the world. 

D. D. H. 


The third is found within yon 
Writes my pen. 

If not, then. 

By brain nor sinew 
You will notwin you 
Praise of men. 


The whole, in summer twilight, 
Drums its wings. 

While it sings. 

Quite out of sight. 

And only by night 

Does such things. D, D. H, 


No. 20.—CHARADE. 

My flrst is a name, old fashioned in sound. 

For a place that yet very often is found. 

'The Swiss in my next take pride and delight. 
Minus my third, w*e would be without sight. 
One thinks of my fourth In elegant dress. 

If you are my whole, my whole you will guess. 

Q. M. K. 


No. 22.-CHARADE. 

I am composed of two syllables. My first 
makes a letter pass free. My second is iliroe- 
fourths of a line. And my whole, is the name of 
the philosopher who discovered the power of 
electricity. F. R. F. 


No. 23.—CHARADE. 

I am a word of two syllables. My flrst is found 
in every day In the year. My second is a portion 
of Ivy. My whole is the name of a modern phi¬ 
losopher, whose discoveries have added largely 
to the comfort of our homes, as well as the pres¬ 
ervation of human life. F. H. F. 


No. 24.—PUZZLE. 

Make one word out of NEW DOOR, 
Using every word, and no more. 


AFSWERS TO CHARADES, ETC., AUO. NO. 


No. 14 .—OI«rade.^Evenliig Clouds. No. 15.—4*to- 
fads.-Bnn-Ugbt. No. 16 .-AkMIe.- 8 hadow. 


No. 25.— A PICTURE STORY.—How Billy Kindled the Fihe. 
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THE LITTLE CORPORAL 

JOELN" E. MILLER, 

PUBLISnSB AND PBOPBEKTOR, 

No. 6 Custom House Places Chicacot III. 


IP” All articles In “The Little Cobporal" are 
written especially for It, and paid for at good prices. 
Though copyrighted, our editorial friends may copy 
Into their papers, if they will, in every case, give credit 
to The Little Corporal. This notice is Inserted he- 
causo many articles have been copied without credit. 


HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago^ Philadelphia, New York City, or 
Boston banks are best for large sums, made payable to 
the order of JT/LLi:/?. 

Post Office money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county seat. In all the cities, and in many of the 
large towns. We consider them perfectly safe, and 
tlie best means of remitting fifty dollars or less, as 
tliousands have been sent to us vMhout any lots. 

Registered letters, under the new system, are a ve^ 
safe means of sending small suras of money, where P. 
O. Money Orders cannot be easily obtained. Observe 
tlie lit'gmru fee as well as postage, miut be paid in 
atatum^ at the office where the letter is mailed, or it 
will De liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 
Buy and affix the etampe both for postage and registry, 
put in the money and mil the letter In the presence qf 
the postmaster, and take his receipt Jbr U, Letters sent 
in this way to ns are at our risk. 

Where you are sending one dollar and a half or less, 
you may send greenbacks at our risk; where more 
than that sum is sent, either of above ways will be safe. 


THE POSTAGE on The Little Corporal is three 
cents a Quarter, or 13 cents a year, payable Quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine is received. 


THREE MONTHS FREE. 

FIFTEEN MONTHS FOR |1.50. 

As has been our custom In former years, 
we again announce that new subscribers for 
the year 1872, whose names and money ($1.50) 
shall be received before October first, wUl re-, 
ceive the October, November and December 
numbers of this tear free, provided they 
ask for them at the time of subscribing; 
othertvise we shall send the back numbers 
from July. 

Now, good friends, with this inducement 
to offer, you will have no trouble to raise a 
large club. Go to work at once, and if you 
M ork faithfully, you may earn a large and 
valuable premium. 

TOMMY’S WEEK. 

The little folks, who have followed with 
so much Interest the fortunes and misfort unes 
of Tommy Bancroft, will be glad to know 
that we have published his adventures in a 
neat, little book, with paper covers, illumi¬ 
nated title page; and, what will be most 
delightful of all, the book will contain a 
portrait of Tommy himself. Tliis will be a 
beautiful book for a present to your little 
friends. Sent post paid for 80 cents cncli, or 


107 

four copies for one dollar. Address the pub- 
Usher, or procure it at the nearest bookstore. 


A NEW CHROMO. 

We have in preparation a beautlftil,. new 
chromo, which will be the finest premium of 
the season. The artists are at work now 
upon it, and we have the promise it shall be 
ready by October first. We will describe it 
more fully Id our next number, and state the 
number of subscribers required to obtain it. 

THE NEW PREMIUM LIST. 

Next month we will publish the new list 
of premiums. We are making arrangements 
for many new articles, which you will all 
wish to have. Don’t wait till next month, 
hut begin now and send on the names, and 
by the time your club Is fuU, the premiums 
shall be rea dy. _ 

BIND THE CORPORALS. 

Every subscriber ought to preserve the 
numbers of The Corporal, and have them 
bound in a neat volume, at the end of the 
year. Many of you do so, but there are 
others who live .so far away from places 
where such work is done, that the expense of 
sending to the cities and towns is often more 
than the cost of the binding, making alto> 
gether a very dear book when it is all done. 
Now, in order to meet the wants of such that 
do not live qear where the binding can be 
done, I have had a lot of the Emerson Binder 
manufactured of special size for The Corpo¬ 
ral. This Binder is the best I have ever 
seen. It consists of stiff, board sides, with 
cloth back and gilt title, like an ordinaiy 
hook cover or lids. It is so arranged that 
one number can be inserted and firmly fast¬ 
ened, and others added from time to time, 
until the year is complete. It is so simple, 
and so easily done, that any child can do it. 

The price of the binder is sixty cents each, 
to be had at this oflice, or sent free by mall, 
upon receipt of the price. Send for it, and 
try it, and I am sure you will love your mag¬ 
azine all the better for being kept together 
in a neat form. 

Caution. —The firm of S. C. Thompson 
Co., who have been for a few months past, 
and are now, sending out circnlars stating 
that they are endorsed by The Little Cor¬ 
poral, are doing so without authority, and 
we caution persons not to send them any 
money on the strength of this endorsement, 
as many have done so, and have never had 
any go^s in return. 
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SOMETHING NEW. 

ETANOELICAL DIAXOIVD8. 

I am the General Western Agent for the beau¬ 
tiful little Diamonds, issued by the Evangelical 
Press Association. These Diamonds are really 
little, condensed tracts, the size of, and made 
like, postage stamps, gammed on the back, and 
separated by perforation, so that they can be 
easily detached and used just as you would use 
postage stamps. They may be stuck on letters, 
or anywhere else vou may choose to place them. 
They may be used for counsel, reproof, or warn¬ 
ing. and properly used, may be made tne means 
of doing great good. The matter of these Dia¬ 
monds Is printed in fine t^e, and the subjects 
are various. Some treat of the Christian Sab¬ 
bath, others are on the subjects of temperance, 
swearing, reading of good books, purity of life, 
prayer, etc. These little diamonds should be in 
the hands of all people who desire to do good. 
They may be so used as often to be more effec¬ 
tual than tract.'*, sermons, or lectures. 

These Diamonds are put up in convenient, as¬ 
sorted packages, one hundred in an envelope, and 
sold at ten cents per packet. Discounts on large 
quantities. We can send them I>y mail, on re¬ 
ceipt of price. Address .JOHN E. MILLER, 
Publisher, Cuicaoo, III. 

BOUND VOLUMES. 

Wc are now prepared to furnish bound 
Tolumes of The Little Corporal, of the 
new series, (present style), bound in beauti¬ 
ful English cloth, at the following prices: 

Vol. 11, ftom July to Dec. 1870, $1.25 postpaid. 

“ 12, “ Jan. to July 1871, 1.25 
Also volume 12, from January to July 1871, 
paper cover, 80 cents, postpaid. 


GRACE COURTNEYi^APRON STRINGS, and 
CHILDREN OF THE KING, are pleasant juve¬ 
niles, well written and full of interest, from the 
press of Israel P. Warren, Boston. 

CARRIE AND WILLIE is a simple little 
story, without any pretensions to literary merit, 
but will doubtless prove of Interest to the friends 
of the children whose short lives it chronicles. 
Henry A. Sumner, Chicago. 

Robert Carter & Brothers, N. Y., add to their 
Fireside Library another volume, entitled, CLA- 
RIE’S LITTLE CHARGE. 

Alden's new Scrap Book, manufactured by the 
Index Company, of this city, strikes us as a model 
of neatness ana convenience, and we recommend 
the i)ovs and girls to try it. 

TEARS AND VICTORY, and other Poems, 
by Belle W. Cooke. Published by £. M. Waite, 
Salein, Oregon. 

PURE GOLD, a Sunday school singing book 
full of choice new hymns, and music eminently 
worthy of the Sunday school. The editors aimed 
In this collection to produce something better 
and purer than the ditties and jingles which have 
too often found their way Into theBunday school. 
And well have they succeeded, for the hymns are 
editing and the music good. Published by 
Bigfow & Main,New York. 

EVERY SATURDAY Is preeminently the best 
and the largest illustrated periodical in this 
country. Its weekly gallery of illustrations, ite 
able and impartial editorials, and its Interesting 
literary matter, have won for It a place in the 
favor and esteem of the public unprecedented by 
any other similar publication. Published by 
James R. Osgood & Co., Boston. 


The PEABL.-^Thl8 new Sunday-school Singing Book 
is the great fhvorlte this season. It Is certainly one of 
the best collections of Sunday-school music wc have 
ever examined, and deserves Its success. Send Vi 
S. Bralnard's ^na. Publishers, Cleveland, On for a 
specimen copy of this little gem. 


BOOK NOTICES. 

Any books noticed or advertised In The Little 
Corporal, will be sent by us, by mall, postpaid, on 
receipt of price. _ 

The surest way to protect your boys firom the 
seiis’itional literature so ruinous to mind and 
morals, is to cultivate their taste for something 
better. And among the many valuable works to 
aid the parent in this, we have seen none better 
than two volumes from the pen of Jacob Abbott, 
entitled, SCIENCE FOR THE YOUNG, and 
treating, respectively, of Heat, and Light The 
science is in so pleasing a dre.«8 it haslhe fasci¬ 
nation of a story. Harper Bros., publishers. 

LITTLE SUNSHINE’S HOLIDAY, by the 
author of “ John Halifax," is a charming little 
story of Buuuy child life. Same publishers. 

F/om Ivlson, Blakemau, Taylor A Co.. Chicago, 
we nave three text books, designed for use In 
schools. HOW PLANTS GROW, by Asa Gray, 
not new, but excellent; A SHORT COURSE 
IN ASTRONOMY, by Prop. Kiodle, which 
adds to its other merits the great recommendation 
of large, clear Ore J and SWINTON'S CONDEN¬ 
SED HISTORY OP THE UNITED STATES, 
a work greatly needed iu our schools, as every 
teacher of history will testify. A nation that is 
making hUlory as rapidly as the American, can¬ 
not afford to burdeu the miuds of its children 
with unimportant details of one hundred years 

^HE BEST FELLOW IN THE WORLD, is a 
very good temperance tale, from the pen of Julia 
McNair Wrioht, but unfortunately disfigured 
by absurd wood cuts, that show a decided bad 
judgiut'nt on the part of the publishers. National 
Temperauce Society, N. Y. 


The Axebioan Nswspapbb Dirbotobt, published 
by Geo. P. Rowell d; Co., Advertising Agents, No. 40 
Park Row, New York, contains a fhll and complete 
statement of all IBcts about newspapers which an ad 
vertlser desires to know. The subscription price 1-* 
five dollars. 


A DDRES8 Principal of Mt. Cabboll Sexibabt. 

Carroll Co., Ill., for ' Tbb Oread," and large 
Lithograph of Seminary. They will be sent pres. 
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THE RESCUE. A TRUE STORY. 


BY MRS. E. D. KENDALL. 



^ IL) 3'ou ever see a salt marsh ? 
I presume that manj', and 
]K;rhaps most of the readers 
■^of The Little Corporal 
I never did; but those who 
I live along the Atlantic coast 
'are no doubt familiar with 
the long, low - lying lands 
J stretching into the ocean, 
cov(jrcd with water at high 
tide, but bare at its ebb, rank with coarse, 
uneven grass, dark and slimy, and visited 
rarely except by those scavengers of our 
shores, the wild sea fowl, or by sportsmen, 
with whom coot and duck, loon and teal, 
are epicurean delicacies. 

Sometimes you will sec an oyster boat 
working its way along the salt sedges to a 
spot where stakes have been driven. That 
is an oyster bed, and there are many such to 
be found where the fresh-water streams 
debouch into the great sea. 

Acres on acres of marsh land have been 
reclaimed, particularly in the vicinity of 
onr coast cities. That is, the marshes have 
been tilled in to a level with the other 
earth, drained, and converted into solid 
ground, dry, and available for building pur¬ 
poses. A large part, and. Indeed, a very 
valuable part of Boston is built upon this 
reclaimed land. 

But I was going to tell you a story—an 
incident of the great storm of April, 1851. 

Perhaps some of you are familiar with 
Sargent’s Readers. Do you recollect, the 
lesson entitled “ The Lighthouse,” in Part 
II. of the Second Reader ? That lighthouse, 
erected upon Minot’s Ledge, a part of Cohas- 
set Rocks, went down in this very stonn, 
carrying with it to the bottom of the sea, in 
its iron chamber, two men. I was but a 


schoolgirl, then, yet I remember vividly 
everything connected with that fearful time 
—how the wind blew a gale, and the rain 
and snow fell, with scarcely an hour’s cessa¬ 
tion, for four days, and the tides swept over 
the sea walls and embankments, and in many 
places people were obliged to row in boats 
from house to house, the streets were so 
completely obliterated. 

I lived, at that time, upon Noddle’s Island 
(an odd name, was it not?) now Ward VII. 
of Boston. It is rather a singularly.shaped 
piece of land, having the general form of a 
crescent, the dip of which is. southwesterly, 
one horn stretching to the east, and the 
other, which is broader and somewdiat flat¬ 
tened at the end, lying toward the north. 
Each of these two extremities terminates in 
a hill, sloping, the one gradually, and the 
other with considerable abruptness, toward 
the main portion of the island. 

Along the eastern curve of the crescent, 
there existed at that time a line of salt 
marshes, broken only here and there by 
knolls of firmer soil, and extending quite 
across to the western and southern sides, at 
the very foot of the hills, but not embracing 
the southwesterly comer, which was already 
covered with neat and substantial brick and 
wooden buildings, the streets being laid out 
symmetrically, and bordered with shade 
trees, and nearly every house having its 
little piece of ground, w-hich, in summer, 
blossomed into a flourishing fruit or flower 
garden. 

The principal street of the island, called 
Meridian, from its direction, had been sur¬ 
veyed exactly north and south, and com¬ 
mencing at the foot of the easterly hill, cut 
directly through the highest part of the 
other to the water’s edge. The other streets, 


Enfer«d. according to Act of Congress^ in the year 1871, by John E. MUleVy in the Office of the 
Librarian of Congress^ at Washington. 
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projected and completed^ ran g:enernlly paral¬ 
lel and at right angles with this—that is, due 
north and south, east and west. Some of 
them were mere embankments crossing the 
marsh land, and enclosing square basins of 
stagnant water wholly cut off from connec¬ 
tion with the ocean, and waiting to be tilled 
in with clay and gravel from the hillsides. 
Others, nearer the sea line, had tideways 
through which the water still sluggishly 
el)bed and flowed. Outside of all was the 
>t«»ne sea wall, solidly built of great blocks 
ol granite; and at the inner bend of the 
crescent, w'here it stretched toward the east, 
behind the wall, was a long, high dike. 
The northern portion of the island needed 
no such protection, an arm of the main land 
reaching around it to the harbor channel, 
and terminating in a low, sandy spit, known 
as Point Shirley. 

Upon some of the streets of which I have 
6i)oken, dwellings had already been erected, 
but many of these were small, frame build¬ 
ings, seldom more than one story high, and 
oceupied by foreigners of scanty means. 
Among them, and standing quite by itself, 
was a little, martin box of a house, contain¬ 
ing but tw'o rooms, and tenanted by an Irish 
widow and her two children, one three years 
old, the other six months. Her husband 
had been killed, a few' w'eeks before the 
birth of the younger child, by the falling of 
a derrick ; and the widow earned her living 
by taking in washing and doing the weekly 
laundry work for one or two families in our 
immediate neighborhood, which was per¬ 
haps half a mile from her little abode. 

During the w eek of the storm, Mrs. O’Neil 
(that was the widow’s name) walked—I had 
almost said xoaded —to our street, and washed, 
as usual, for one of her patrons, the lady 
hoping, as housewives are apt to do, on a 
wet, dismal day, that the next morning 
w'ould bring fair weather. But the fair 
weather did not come—rather, the storm 
increased. On the third day, Mrs. O’Neil 
again ventured out, and locking her two 
children into the house, came dow n to my 
mother’s. She was wet through w hen she 
arrived there, and quite exhausted ; and my 
mother upbraided her for leaving her com¬ 
fortable home to face such a tempest. 

“ No, Mary,” she said, ” I shall not wash 
to-day ; and you must hurry back to your 
little ones, for it seems to me, if such a thing 
can be possible, that the storm Is growing 
more furious. But first dry yourself by the 
fire, and have a cup of coflee.” 

My mother then found a pair of woolen 
stockings, a woolen skirt, and some old boots 


of my father’s, which she persuaded the poor 
creature to put on; and w'hen she had become 
^'arm, gave her a basket of provisions, well 
wrapped in a rubber cloth, and sent her on 
her way with a light heart. 

Meantime, the swollen tide, under cover 
of the blinding snow and rain, and driven 
onw'ard by the scourging wind, had mounted 
fearfully, and the great, white caps were buf¬ 
feting the w'all with the force of an army of 
giants. Wave after wave leaped over, send¬ 
ing its spray high into the air to battle w ith 
the descending mists. At length there came 
a noise like the boom of distant cannon, fol¬ 
lowed by a rushing, roaring sound that sent 
terror to many a heart. The sea had broken 
over its barrier ; the dike and embankments 
were washed away; and the high tide was 
marching onward with resi.stless power. The 
flats were quickly flooded, frame honse.s were 
loosened from their underpinning and floated 
w'estward, and those with stronger founda¬ 
tions, which stood in the course of the 
advancing w'aters, were rapidly filled in the 
lower stories. 

Mrs. O’Neil had not gone far when she 
heard the thunder of the incoming w aves, 
and Instinctively felt that calamity was 
approaching her. She dropped her basket, 
and wrung her hands in agony. 

‘‘O, my God! what am I to do*” she 
exclaimed. “Holy mother of God, what 
will become of my poor childcrs !” 

As she stood there, a policeman came run 
ning tow ard her. 

“ The sea is over the wall!” he cried. 
“ Help!” 

She caught him by the arm and stopped 
him. 

“ Has it come to Chelsea street, d’ye think, 
sir?” she asked. “And are Danny and 
Mary drowned intlrcly ? Tell me, has it got 
to my house on Decatur street ?” 

“ Near Chelsea street do you live? Y<*s, 
the w'hole street is under water, and all the 
cross streets over the marsh. Which house 
is yours, ma’am ? Did you say your children 
were in it ?” 

“ I did sir; locked in by myself this bless¬ 
ed morning—the oldest but three years of 
age. An’ it’s a woe bit cabin, all alone by 
itself on Decatur street, near the crossing of 
Chelsea. O, if ye would but find it, sir, and 
bring me my chllders alive, I’d get down on 
my knees to yees, so I would, and bless yecs 
all ray life.” 

“ Well, ma’am. I’ll do what I can for y,mi. 
You go to the station house and wait, jjind 
I’ll get a boat, and see what aid I can briijg. 
If your house hasn’t floated off, I can fihd 
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it; but I’m afraid, ma’am, that I sha’n’t be 
able to tind your children. Ten to one 
they’re drowned, if you locked them up in 
your shanty. But I’ll do my best for you, 
and we’ll try and think they’re all right. 
At any rate, you can’t do any better than to 
go down to the station and wait.” 

Mrs. O’Neil took his advice, but her heart 
was full of trouble and fear. As she sat by 
the fire in the large, comfortable room, ano- 
ther officer came in with the news that the 
basements of all the houses on the new 
Streets were full to the ceiling, and the water 
rising; that Bremen street was six feet 
under w'ater, and the railroad covered ; that 
it was impossible to cross to Jcfl'rie’s Hill, 
and that help was needed to rescue the poor 
people who lived on the marshes. 

A squad of officers answered the summons, 
and to them Mrs. O’Neil again rehearsed her 
story, imploring them to save her children. 

She waited an hour in such 8U8i)en8e as 
only a mother can know whose little ones 
are in deadly peril; but at the end of that 
time fugitives from the storm began to arrive, 
wet, and chilled to the marrow. One of them 
the poor woman knew, but she could learn 
nothing from her friend, Mrs. Ryan, about 
her house or its helpless inmates. At length 
in stalked a tall policeman, his rubber over¬ 
coat and hat dripping with the melting snow. 
It was the one to whom she had first ap¬ 
pealed, and in his arms, 0 joy! he carried 
her two children. ^ 

Her cabin, small as it was, had resisted 
the force of the flood, and the man had 
found it, though with considerable difficulty, 
so many landmarks had been swept away. 
The waves had already risen to the upper 
sashes of the windows, and he rowed toward 
it with many misgivings. Reaching it at 
length, he discovered a cradle floating in¬ 
side, its top touching the ceiling, and two 
little white hands playing with the water. 
He dashed in the window with his oars, and 
wrenching off the sash, drew the cradle 
toward him and lifted out the crowing little 
ones, who had guessed nothing of their 
danger, but who cried out against their 
deliverer, and would not be quieted till they 
were safe in their mother’s arms. 

You may be sure that that was a happy 
meeting, and that the houseless ones were 


cared for and sheltered, and when the storm 
was over, provided with another home in a 
dryer and safer locality. 

As for Mrs. O’Neil, she will never forget 
the tall policeman who rescued her Danny 
and Mary from their perilous prison house. 
There are others, too, who have cause to 
remember him and his brother officers ; for 
a score and more of schoolchildren from 
Jeflfrie’s Hill, who had faced the terape.st in 
the morning, found themselves cut off from 
their homes at noon, by a broad, angry river. 
It was not, however, too deep to be forded, 
as had been reported ; but the kind-hearted 
officers who waded across it so many times, 
carrying the frightened children, were up to 
their waists in the chilly water. 

That night the lighthouse parted its sinews 
of iron, and was no more seen. A stone 
lighthouse has taken its place. 

It is not long since I was reading an ac¬ 
count, written by a New-York lady, of a 
visit to Minot’s Ledge, upon a lovely day 
succeeding a storm. The approach was 
made with great difficulty and much dan¬ 
ger ; even then the spray dashed so high and 
the wind blew so strong that the ascent to 
the tower was fearful, and the great, granite 
beacon seemed to sway as if it w'ould fall, 
while the thunder of the surf was deafening 
and even appalling. Think what it must 
have been on that awful night in April, 1851! 

Do you ever pray for the maiiners and 
light keepers ? I always do when the wind 
blows from the east, and the sea gulls fly 
landward with their warning of an approach¬ 
ing tempest; for I know that outside of the 
bay the waves are running high, and the 
rain or snow is already driving in on the 
gale, and I think of the shoals off Newfound¬ 
land and the Grand Banks, and the rocks 
along Capo Ann and Cohasset, and the fear¬ 
ful, hungry breakers that lash the shores of 
Hatteras. 

Ah! how many noble somls hare gone 
down to the bottom of the ocean! And 
every year there are scores of widows and 
orphans to mourn the loss of the brave fish¬ 
ermen of Gloucester and Newburyport and 
Marblehead. Did you know that 1871 has 
already counted nearly fourscore ? What if 
one of these men had been your father or 
an elder brother? 
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BY MRS. EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 


Undimmed upon the meadows yet, 
The summer greenness lies. 

And sunny splendors of the noon 
Fill all the glowing skies. 

Along the dusty wayside bloom 
The aster’s cloudy stars, 

And hosts of plumy golden-rod 
Nod through the orchard bars. 

The brook creeps on its silent way. 
Through beds of fragrant mint, 
And ferny dells and hollows keep 
Their tender emerald tint. 

Yet, morn or eve, no ftong of bird 
Across the stillness floats. 


Only the whisper of the wind. 

And cricket’s mournful notes. 

Come down the wood paths, where the 
Breaks through the arching trees. 

And see what robes of glory wave 
Like banners in the breeze. 

The clustering maples on the hill 
In kingly garments shine. 

The rosy hues of morning mixed 
With sunset's golden wine. 

Gather them up, from fleld and wood. 
Each gleaming, jeweled spray; 

Ripe with the ripening of the year, 
That steals in light away. 


THE LITTLE GIRL WHO DIDN’T LIKE TO THREAD NEEDLES. 

BY ANNIE CLYDE. 


Grandma was sitting by the wihdow 
mending Bobby’s pants; Allie was building 
houses with her blocks upon the floor. 

“Come, Allie,” said grandma, “you’ll 
have to thread my needle,” 

Allie got up rather reluctantly, and, cast¬ 
ing a lingering glance at a half-erected castle, 
walked slowdy toward the window. 

“ It’s too bad to disturb you, dear,” said 
grandma, kindly, “ but little Bobby’s pants 
must be mended, and grandma can’t see as 
well as she could when her eyes were young 
and bright, like yours.” 

Allie look the needle and threaded it in 
silence, and went back to her play. The 
castle was building up beautifully. All that 
was needed were just those romantic-looking 
turrets on top, wiicn snap, went something 
a few feet off. Allie started. It was grand¬ 
ma’s thread. The dear, old lady was too 
thrifty to cut off the broken piece, so she 
drew the bit that w’as in her needle into a 
fragment of cloth and called out, 

“ Come, Allie, I’ve got to trouble you 
again. This Is miserable thread.” 

“ Mizablc thread,” thought Alllie, “ I 
should think It was! I guess grandma don’t 
know’ how I w'ant to finish my castle.” 

It took only a few minutes to sew up the 
short bit, and Allie, whose attention had been 
attracted by something out of the window'. 


was still standing by grandma’s knee, when 
she presented the needle for the third time. 
Poor Allie took it with a sigh and twisted 
the thread rather spitefully between her 
plump, little fingers. But the thread didn't 
seem to mind it, and neither did grandma, 
who sympathized w ith the little girl’s annoy¬ 
ances more than she knew. It is a trial to 
the aged to be obliged to trouble small people 
with their wants, quite as much as it is for 
the small i)cople to attend to them. 

Allie went back to her play, once more; 
but the turrets had grown perverse, some¬ 
how, and refused to go on, to her mind. 
There was a fault in her architecture, some¬ 
where. It didn’t look as romantic as she 
expected, and she placed and replaced, and 
grew’ so Absorbed in her work that she had 
quite forgotten all ab«ut the tiresome needle, 
w hen dear, old grandma, who looked, sitting 
there in the vine-wreathed window, like a 
picture of Industry in a frame, called out, 

“ It’s too bad, Allie, but my thread ha> 
broken again, and you’ll have to come and 
help me.” 

I am sorry to say it, but Allie was very 
much vexed. She had just reached a critical 
point in her building, and was deeply inter¬ 
ested. But she had always been trained to 
“start quick,” and she started quickly now, 
so quickly in fact, that in her haste her 
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apron brushed against the unsatisfactory 
turrets, and away the castle went, like many 
jcastles in the air before, in a heap of ruins to 
the ground. Allic w'as always respectful, 
especially to grandma, and she did not say 
anything impatient, as some children might 
have done, but she gave the pile of blocks a 
revengeful, little kick, and ivhen she took 
the needle out of grandma’s hand, she found 
it difficult to see the eye on account of the 
tears in her own. 

“ I wish grandma wouldn’t always be sew¬ 
ing, and wanting me to thread her needles, 
and making me spoil castles,” she thought 
to herself; and then she said aloud, 

” Ain’t yon almost tired of sewing, grand¬ 
ma ? wouldn’t you like to take a little nap ?” 

” No,” said grandma, smiling to herself 
just the least bit in the w'orld. 

” Well, I am,” said Allie; “ I am going to 
lie down on the lounge and go to sleep; and 
don’t you let anybody disturb me.” 

‘‘No, I won’t,” said grandma, ‘‘not even 
to thread needles.” 

So Allie lay down and turned her face to 
the back of the lounge, and shut her pretty, 
blue eyes. When she opened them again, 
she found herself in quite a different place. 
She was on her feet, and walking through 
the principal street of a small village; a 
narrow street, it was, paved with exceed¬ 
ingly sharp-pointed stones. On each side 
were very high houses with peaked gables, 
and heavy stone door and window frames, 
around which twined a climbing vine, carved 
out of the stone, and looking like petrified 
ivy. In each door way sat a little, old 
woman, in a great, mob cap with enormous 
bows of black ribbon perched a top; and as 
Allie hurried along, they all peered after her 
with small, twinkling, black eyes, so sharp 
that they seemed to pierce her through and 
through, like needles. PooV Allie felt very 
uncomfortable. She did not know in the 
least where she was, nor how she got there, 
nor where she was going; and she began to 
suspect, from the severe aspect of flie old 
women, that she was not very welcome. 
Suddenly, without the least warning, a 
voice screamed in her ear, in such cutting 
tones that she felt as if she had been 
beheaded at a blow, ‘‘ Come with me I” and 
she saw a little woman, precisely like all 
the others, come hobbling up from behind 
her, with the aid of a pointed stick. 

‘* Come with me!” said the beldame, ‘‘ I’ll 
show you what is good for little girls who 
don’t like to thread needles.” 

As she kept pushing her along before her, 
Allie had no re.source but to go as she was bid; 


so they traveled along very quickly over the 
shaiq) stones, till they came to the open 
country. Then Allie saw before her a wide 
river, shining in the sunshine like the face 
of a looking-glass, a great, rose-colored 
mountain, that seemed to reach almost to 
the sky, and what appeared to be a quarry 
of snow-white marble. 

‘‘ There,” said the old woman, ” that’s 
your stint. The river is needles ; the moun¬ 
tain is a pin cushion; and the quarry is filled 
with spools of thread. You have got to put 
all that thread in all those needles, and 
stick them on the cushion. When It is done. 
I’ll think about j-our case again.” 

‘‘O, I can’t,” said Allie; ‘‘I never could 
do it in the world. It would take me a 
hundred yeare.” 

‘‘I can’t help how long it takes you,” 
said the old woman: ” Go to work!” Then 
she hobbled off again. 

Allie sat down on the ground and cried 
till she was tired; but as nobody came to res¬ 
cue her, she thought she might as well begin. 
She picked up a needle, and took as long a 
thread as she could, and stuck it on the 
mountain cushion. Then another and an¬ 
other, till she had quite a little cascade on 
one side. But the river didn’t seem to low'er 
any, and she was getting dreadfully tired as 
well as hungry. 

‘‘I never can do it, never. O, I wish I 
hadn’t ever come here,” she walled. Then 
she set at work again, and toiled away for 
another half hour. 

** I won’t!” said she, all at once, with a 
burst of angry determination, ‘‘I won’t 
thread any more needles. I’ll Just run 
away.” 

She turned to run, but made a misstep, 
tumbled off the river bank with a crash, and 
found herself on the sitting-room carpet, 
with smarting elbows, and grandma’s kindly 
face bending over her. 

“What was it, dear? What lightened 
you ? What did you say about needles ?” 

” O, grandma,” said she, burying her 
face in the bosom that always pillowed her 
head so gently, ‘‘ I’ve had a dregful dream. 
I’ll never do so any more. I’ll always be 
willing to thread your needles, as long as I 
live.” 

‘‘Well, well, iMJt,” said grandma, ‘‘don’t 
cry. I’m sorry you had such a bad dream. 
I shall be glad to have my needles threaded, 
but I had rather you did it for some other 
reason than because you were frightened by 
a dream.” 

‘‘ What other reason ? Because I love you ? 
I do love you, grandma.” 
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“No;” and grandma put her dear, wrin¬ 
kled lips close Ic Allie’s ear, and whispered 
softly, “because the Best Friend of little 
children has said, ‘ Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to 


them.’ When you are old, and have a little 
grandson’s pants to mend, you will be glad 
of the help of bright, young eyes. And ^ 
want you to act always according to the 
blessdd Saviour’s Golden Rule.” 


SUMMER DAYS AT KIRKAVOOD. 

BT MRS. EMILY HT7NTINOTOX MILLER. 


CnxPTER rv. 

Do you krfow'how rain sounds in a bam ? 
A great, empty barn, in summer time, with 
only a little sweet hay in the bottom of the 
deep bay, and scattered lightly over the 
mows. Do you know how delightful it is, 
when everything in the house grows weari¬ 
some, to hold a blanket or a big overcoat 
over your head and make a rush for the 
barn “ between the drops,” one, two, three, 
four of you, scattering the bedraggled hens 
that crawk about under the wagon shed, 
and calling out a neigh of welcome from the 
lonesome, old horse, munching his oat^ at 
the manger ? How safe and wide and com¬ 
fortable the bam seems, when you shake off 
the drops and catch your breath ! What a 
sharp rattle of the rain overhead, and a dull 
thud against the side ; but you feel as if you 
were in your castle, and no matter if it rains 
forever. There are dusky comers to explore, 
long rides to take in the broken, old c’.'.aise, 
with its musty leather cushions, and the box 
under the seat, where you once found a 
penny. And no amount of rainy days could 
ever exhaust the excitement of climbing— 
climbing ladders; climbing by wooden pins 
up to the straw scaffold, with every prospect 
of falling through the loose boards to the 
barn floor; climbing by beams, and clinging 
like bats to the rafters, to get a peep into 
the ugly nests of mud and straw plastered 
close under the ridge of the roof, while the 
frightened swallows circle about over yOur 
head, and fly in and out with a rush of win¬ 
nowing wings. 

They had a bam at Kirkwood, and it was 
the one solace of the days when the rain fell 
in broad sheets, a steady deluge, that washed 
all the loose soil out of the hilly roads, and 
left them bare and rocky and deeply chan¬ 
neled. On one of the empty mows, a tent 
had been set up, where Rose and Lillie kept 
house with their family of dolls, while the 
workbench upon the barn floor gave Dick 
and Benny plenty of chances to try their 


skill in ship building, and a whole fleet of 
cedar boats, in different stages of comple¬ 
tion, lay scattered over the bench. 

“I don’t care if it rains all day,” said 
Dick, one morning, with the air of a man 
who grants a favor. “ I mean to flnish all 
my boats to-day.” 

“Well, I care,” said Benny. “I granted 
to trj' my raft. Seems to me it always docs 
rain more up here to Kirkwood.” 

“ That’s because there’s so much sky over¬ 
top of it,” said Rose. “ In the city there’s 
only a little strip. Now, Benny, you be the 
doctor, and play Hunky Dory was awful 
sick.” 

“ Well,” said Benny, putting on his uncle’s 
great, nibber coat, and knocking gravely on 
the side of the bam; while Rose, with an 
anxious pucker on her fair brow, brought 
him to the bed of hay where Hunky Dory 
was lying, her face fearfully spotted with 
blackberry juice. 

“Dearme, madam,” said Benny, “it is a 
clear case of hydrocephalus, and thunder- 
borgla on the brain. Have your other chil¬ 
dren had it t-*” 

“ No, iudecd,” said Rose, WTing^ng her 
hands. 

“ Well, then you’d better send them away 
directly,” said the doctor. “ And this child 
must have her brains phloglsticated, imme¬ 
diately.” 

“Or I never can consent,” wailed Rose. 
“ Will it hurt her much, doctor V” 

“ A very painful operation, madam,” said 
Benny ; “ but the only chance of saving her 
reason or her beauty.” And he whipped 
out his jack-knife and prepared to scalj' 
poor Dory. 

“0, Benny, you shan’t!” screamed Rose, 
in real dismay, and rushed to rescue her 
favorite. 

“ Pshaw!” said Benny ; “ you always back 
out when it comes to any fun. I wanted to 
see if I could cut clear around her head with 
one lick, just as the Indians do. Now I’ll 
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give you a phMoserphy lecture, like they do 
at Uncle Tom’s college. I heard him read 
some in a journal that he wrote; tells how 
to make experiments and blow up gas and 
things. I tell you it’s jolly.” 

Benny rapidly adjusted his old spectacle 
bows, mounted a barrel, still wrapped in his 
rubber coat, and began : 

” Ladies and gentlemen, this Is a beautiful 
science. I discovered it myself in one of the 
countries around the—the—Copic of Taprl- 
com. If you study it carefully, you’ll all be 
president and make a dictionary. It teaches 
us how to explode things, and what becomes 
of them afterward. Things don’t get lost 
and go to nullification—they Stay round and 
get mixed up and used over again, like Han¬ 
nah makes pudding out of the sponge cake 
when it gets dry.” 

This powerful illustration reminded Benny 
tbat he wanted to go in directly and get some 
lunch, and he rushed away under a horse 
blanket, while a chorus of voices screamed 
after him, 

” Bring me some! bring lots !” 

” Nuckin don’t get losed — not never. 
Everyflng is somewhere, only b’loons when 
they’re busted,” went on Joey, taking up 
the rubber coat and trailing it about the 
barn, as he continued the lecture; until, 
spying Jubilee and the baby sitting in state 
in the old sleigh, a new idea occurred to 
him. 

‘‘Now us’ll have Sunday school, Juby,” 
said he, promptly. ” I’m the auprinteery to 
tell ’bout the slngln’. You must sing on the 
beginning to the book.” 

” I'm Captain Jinks of the horse marines,” 
shouted Dick, from his workbench. 

‘‘You mus’n’t talk to Sunday School, little 
boy,'’ said Joey, severely. ” I’m goin’ to 
tell a lesson, now. Everybody must be 
good—it says that way in my book—and 
give the baby half of your candy whistle— 
the red end wid the toot to it—and not be 
shclfis and cat it all yourself. Once they was 
a king named Bclzerub”— 

The lesson came to an abrupt end, as 
Benny made his appearance with the longed- 
for lunch. 

” It's clearing ofT,” announced Benny, as 
he distributed the provisions. “Hannah 
says so ; and the south meadow is all covered 
with water. The brook is clear over the 
stepping stones, too. I went down to the 
bars to sec ; and just as quick as it stops 
raining. I’m going to try my rafl.” 

Benny’s raft was a great, plank door, that 
came from the old staldc, on which he had 
taken several voyages, poling about through 


the shallow water along the edges of the 
lake. With a great deal of difficulty he had 
persuaded Rose to try it with him, and after 
one or two .safe trips, had awakened in that 
little maiden a love of adventure almost as 
keen as his own. Nothing would induce 
Lillie to run the risk of wetting her dainty 
feet; but Rose and Benny and Hunky Dory 
had played pirate, and backw'oodsmen, and 
explorers in Africa, In the most delightful 
style. 

“ We’re going to find the southeast passage, 
or whatever they call it, where Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin died a-goln’,” said Benny, as he 
munched aw’ay at his turnover. 

“It’s the northwest passage,” corrected 
Lillie; “ and it wasn’t Dr. Franklin at all, 
but Sir John Franklin.” 

“Well, what’s the ditfcrence,” said Benny, 
not a bit disturbed by his younger sister’s 
superior wisdom. “ Benjamin Franklin was 
the smartest, any way, and he was the fellow 
that discovered kites, and invented thunder 
and lightning.” 

“I don’t believe mamma will let Rose 
go,” said Lillie; “ everything will be wel 
as water.” 

“ Yes she will, with my thick shoes, the 
ones Hannah gave me,” said Rose; “ couldn’t 
anything go through them.” 

“ I’d rather stay in the house all day, than 
wear such clumping things,” said Lillie, w ho 
w'as secretly Indignant that her other half had 
taken to amusing herself in ways which she 
conld not share. 

“ I don’t mind ’em,” said Rose. “ They 
make real funny tracks in the mud ; only I 
do wish I could go barefoot just once in 
my life.” 

“ Ho! a barefoot girl!'’ exclaimed Benny. 
“ You’d look pretty going barefoot.” 

“ Juby oosed to know a i-abbit that good 
barefoot,” said Joey ; “ and a man fox said, 
‘ Better put on you shoes.’ ” 

Jubilee laughed so frantically that the 
children were convinced she knew some w^on- 
derful story, and they all beset her to tell it. 

“ It’s jes a story my mammy knew,” said 
Jubc. “ Lamt it down souf, whar she w a.-^ 
raised. My mammy tole heaps o’ stories, but 
I done forgot most all. Mister fox was pow'cr* 
fill cunnin’, but he couldn’t catch bruddor 
rabbit. So he went to de rabbit’s house, 
knock on do’, say, ‘ Brudder ralibit, I heard 
de big dog coinin’ dls way, smcllin’ after you 
tracks.’ Brudder rabbit’s heart begin to 
shake ; then mister fox says, ‘ I brought you 
.some shoes, brudder rabbit, so w'hen de big 
dog smell yon tracks, he neber fin’ ’em.’ 
‘ T’ank ye, ml.rter fox,’ says brudder rabbit. 
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‘ leab ’em at de do’.’ So mister fox leab de 
shoes, an’ when he gwine ofl’, brudder rabbit 
put ’em on, start otf mighty tickle ; fool de 
dog easy, go home lattin’ hisse’f; mister fox 
.>neak in de brush ; brudder rabbit run ; shoes 
heavy like lead ; mister fox catch him easy 
miti ; say, ‘Ho, ho! brudder rabbit, better 
go bar’foot next time you run race.’ ” 

“The mean old cheat,” said Rose, indig¬ 
nantly. But Benny laughed as if he thought 
it was funny, and straightway whispered 
something to Rose about a plan he bad 
formed for their next trip. 

” ’Tisn’t polite to whisper in company,” 
said Lillie, with just the least flush on her 
fair f;K*e. 


Half an hour later, Ro.sc made her appear¬ 
ance at the big sycamore, where the raft was 
moored, duly equipped with the rubber 
boots, and carrying Hunky Dory in her 
anns enveloped in a red flannel blanket. 

“ I’ll tell you the jolliest fun,” said Benny ; 
‘‘ there’s so much water in the cove, that I 
believe we can pole across to the island, and 
play we were discovering a new countrj'. 
I’ve got some matches to make a Are, and 
my bow and arrow, and we can take the cat 
along for a wild animal.” 

Rose was delighted with the plan, and 
volunteered to go for the kitty, although 
she was obliged to leave Hunky Dory to her 
own devices while she held the stniseiing 



“ O, it isn’t a secret,” said Rose, anxiously; 
“ and I do wish Lillie would go, too, don’t 
you, Benny ?” 

“ Only the raft might not bear so many,” 
ss'id Benny, doubtfully. Then suddenly 
eatehing a glimpse of blue sky through a 
crack in the clouds, he overturned Joey in 
his precipitate rush for the door. 

“ It’s cleared off! O, Joey, I didn’t mean 
to. Hurrah! did I hurt you much? come 
on, Rose ; here, Joey, you may have my blue 
top; you no business to get right in my way; 
hurry up. Rose!” and with this jumble of 
sentiments, Benny disappeared. 

“ No business goin’ in my way,” said Joey, 
swallowing his teiir« with a snitf, and sitting 
down to the consolation of the blue t(jp. 


captive until Benny could tie her fast to the 
little green bench, called by courtesy the 
cal>in of the craft. In a little pen by the 
w ater side were half a dozen young ducks, 
(“ goosclings,” Joey called them), that had 
been hatched by the old topknot hen ; but 
no sooner had she seen them safely out of 
the shell, than she died of grief and mortiii- 
cation at her ungainly family. Hannah had 
cuddled and consoled the young orphans 
through a couplo of w eeks of babyhood, and 
w as training them in the way they should 
go on a system of her owm. 

A brilliant idea occurred to Rose, and she 
straightway proposed to take the “goose- 
lings” along t<^ the island. With persever¬ 
ance worthy of a better cause, Benny pnr- 
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saed the frightened creatures around the 
little pen, and succeeded iit last in packing 
them into the basket with Hunky Dory’s 
best clothes, tying the red blanket over the 
top, and then Rose took her seat, and they 
poled off in triumph. They went on bravely. 
The cat, released from her lx)ndage, stood 
mewing piteously on the edge of the raft, 
i)ut did not dare to risk wetting her feet. 
Benny’s little Hag fluttered gaily in the wind, 
and Rose hugged Hunky Dory, and felt like 
one of the Pilgrim Mothers going with a 
brave heart to found a new empire in a 
waste, howling wilderness. 

Presently one end of the raft stuck fast on 
a big stone, and the other swung ominously 
in the current. 

“ O, Benny,” cried Rose, ” s’pose we sh’d 
tip over I” 

” We can’t tip over, if you sit still,” said 
Benny, coolly ; ‘‘ and if we thould tip over, 
you’d get a%^ul wet, but ’twouldn’t drown 
you. Folks can’t drown In two feet of water 
without they do it a purpose.” 

So Rose sat still, and with a few \igorous 
pushes, and a little grating and tipping, the 
raft was afloat again ; but the ” goosclings” 
took advantage of an overturn, and rushed 
wildly from the basket to their native ele¬ 
ment, where they were received with aston¬ 
ishment by their kindred. 

It was easy enough to reach the island, 
but the trouble was to land; for the raft 
could not be brought within several feet on 
account of the stones, and Rose was Anally 
obliged to wade through the shallow water, 
which she considered a great feat, although 
it was only about eight inches deep. 

“That’s the way they landed from the 
Mayflower,” said Benny. “I’ve seen the 
picture, and Captain Miles Standish carrying 
his wife in his arms. Say, Rose, you come 
back and let me carry you.” 

“No, I shan’t,” said Rose; “you might 
drop me in the water; but you can lake 
Hunky Dory.” 

So the brave captain bore his delicate 
young wife to the shore in his arms, very 
tenderly ; but forgetting himself at sight of 
a squirrel, he threw her unceremoniously 
on to the wet leaves and ran back for his 
bow and arrow. 

The squirrel grinned and chattered and 
scolded, and did not seem In the least afraid 
of Benny’s arrows; but although he declared 
every one went straight to the very spot 
where the little rascal sat, somehow the 
squirrel was gone before it got there. After 
several attempts, they gave up the hope of 
broiled squirrel for dinner. 


“ We’ll make a fire,” said Benny, and then 
we’ll explore the island.” 

Wet chips and green brush are not the 
best material for kindling a Are, but Benny 
wi\8 not easily daunted, and by the aid of 
his flagstaff and a few scraps of kite tail 
w'hich he discovered in his pocketj a little, 
smoky fire w'as coaxed into burning, and 
matters began to look more hopeful. 

“Now,” said Benny, “let’s explore.” 

And so they started on their travels down 
a little cattle path that wound in and out 
through the sumachs and blackberry tangles. 
To their great astonishment, they came pre¬ 
sently upon some hewn timbers and logs 
lying in confusion upon a little, cleared spot. 
They W’cre a good deal decayed, and Beuny 
examined them with intense excitement. 

“We are going to discover something, 
truly,” said he. “I don’t believe anybody 
knows of these ruins; and, O, see here ! this 
is where there was a stone chimney. S’pose 
’n we should find something buried here— 
money, or a box full of chunks of gold.” 

Rose was the next to exclaim, for in wan¬ 
dering about, her foot had suddenly sunk to 
the ankle in a little, turf-covered mound, and 
Beuny came running to the rescue. 

“ It’s hollow, all around here,” said he, 
punching his stick eagerly into the ground. 
“ There’s a pit, or a cave, if we can only find 
the entrance.” 

A very little examination showed a plank 
door, half buried in a clump of bushes, and 
fallen to one side. Through the narrow 
opening the children pushed with beating 
hearts, and found themselves in a small 
excavation, the roof and sides of which were 
partially supported by decaying planks, and 
which was only lighted by the little daylight 
which found its way through the narrow 
door. 

“ Don’t let’s stxiy now, Benny,” said Rose, 
w'ith a shiver, as she clung to her brother’s 
hand. “ I rather go home.” 

“ Ho !” said Benny ; “ who’s afraid ? I 
’most know we shall find something in 
here”— 

But at that instant they both caught sight 
of two fiery eyes shining like coals In the 
verj* blackest corner; and without waiting 
for ceremony, they rushed out, closely pur. 
sued by the dreadful creature, which proved, 
after all, to be only poor puss, that had inno- 
cently followed them, having no mind to be 
deserted by her only friends. 

“ Ho ! ’fraid of a cat!” said Benny, scorn¬ 
fully, as he brushed the mud from his knees. 

“I don’t care, you was afraid yourself,” 
said Rose, half laughing and half crying; 
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** and she did look awful, anyway. I never 
knew cals had such big eyes.” 

“ I mean to go back,” said Benny, exam¬ 
ining his wooden dirk and pistol with the air 
of a hero. 

” O don’t, Benny,” Implored Rose; ‘‘ you 
may get—get— muddy."" 

At which inglorious ending they both 
laughed heartily, until they scarcely heard 
a loud ” halloo !” from the other side of the 
island. 

‘‘That’s Uncle Tom,” said Rose; and 
Benny answered the call by a long, w avering 
note, that he had been learning in imitation 
of the loons. Both the children ran down 
to the beach, where they found Tom and 
Dick, with the Swallow. 

” Well, Robinson Crusoe,” said Tom, ‘‘do 
you know what has become of your raft?” 

‘‘My raft?” said Benny. ‘‘Why it’s just 
around the other side of the Island.” 

‘‘ Not by a long shot,” said Dick; ‘‘ it’s 
bobbing about on the lake, half w’ay to 
Reed’s landing. I saw it first, and told 
Uncle Tom.” 

‘‘Did you think we were drowned?” asked 
Benny, with a secret delight in the idea of 
causing a sensation. 


‘‘Of course not,^’ said Tom; ‘‘but we 
thought you’d be puzzled to get home, and 
we had to row clear around the island to 
find water deep enough to come up.” 

‘‘ I shouldn’t mind staying here all night, 
if I had something to eat,” said Benny, as 
they got into the boat. 

” O, I wouldn’t stay for all the world,” 
said Rose, hugging puss and Hunky Dory. 
‘‘ There’s the awfulest place there—a cave, 
or something.” 

*‘ I guess you’ve found old Johnny Par¬ 
ker’s cellar,” said Tom, smiling. ‘‘ He 
used to live on the island, years and years 
ago.” 

‘‘ Was he rich ?” asked Benny, eagerly. 

‘‘No,” said Tom; ‘‘only a poor, tipsy, 
lazy hunter, who finally drank himself to 
death on bad wiiiskcy. They used to say he 
hauntod the old turf cellar, looking for his 
w’hlskey jug.” 

‘‘W’e saw something strange In there, 
didn’t we. Rose?” said Benny, slily. 

‘‘ Yes, Indeed we did,” said Rose; and 
then she squeezed kitty till she ” meowed,” 
and they both laughed, but neither would 
tell what they saw'. 

[To be continued.] 


LITTLE BESS. 

BY JEIfNIE JOY. 


O, papa, I’ve asked you so often in vain 
To tell me when mamma will come home again, 
And the good little baby, so waxy and w'hite; 

O, how I should like to see baby to-night. 

How sound he did sleep, in his little, new' bed. 
With the sweet mossy rosebuds around his dear 
head. 

If I’m just as good as I ever can be 

Will you buy such a pretty bed, papa, for me? 

No, I won’t ask again, but will still sleep with 
you— 

That bed was too small and too narrow for two. 
You say your dear Bessie must sleep on your 
arm, 

That you may protect her, and shield her from 
harm. 

And God’s holy angels will watch over all. 

When night’s gloomy curtain is spread like a pall. 
And shuts out the sunshine, but still you don’t 
say 

How' long from her home my poor mamma will 
stay. 

The last time I kissed her, and bade her good 
night, 

Her lips were so cold, and her forehead so white. 
And 1 cried, O, so hard.'causeshe didn’t say yes. 
When I softly said, “ Ma. do yon love little Bess?” 


And I kissed her blue lips, while the tears fell 
like rain. 

And I told her I'd never be naughty again. 

If she only would let me climb up on her bed. 
And 'gainst her cool cheek lay my little, hot 
head. 

O, no! I won't cry, if it hurts papa so. 

I am glad mamma heard me—but w'hen will we 
go? [white. 

You say we shall stand, with our garments all 
At the portals that open to mansions of light; 
That mamma Is waiting, and baby is there, 

A cherub with white wings and glistening hair. 
When our work here Is done, our time come to 
rest. 

We shall find them both there, in the home ol 
the blest. 

O, I am so glad the sweet baby’ll be there. 

I’ll 1)6 very good; now please hear my prayer. 
For I am so sleepy; dear papa, good night, 

I shall go straight to sleep, when you blow out 
the light. 

And maybe to-morrow we'll stand at the gate; 

I think 'twon't be long you and I’ll have to 
wait. 

For mamma N'i II run. when she hears me, I guess. 
Say. ” Open the gate, please, for papa and ^es.” 
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HOW TO BECOME AN ARTIST. 

BT P. FISHB REED. 

The Little Corporal receives numerous 
letters from its readers, who desire to know 
the best means by which they can obtain a 
knowledge of drawing and painting. I, too, 
receive many such—so many that it would 
be imix)ssible to answer them all In detail. 
This, however. Is encouraging, as it shows a 
growing taste for things that are beautiful, 
and for a labor that is fascinating as well as 
useful. 

Thirty or forty years ago, children were 
not allowed to even think of such things ; on 
the contrary, they were opposed and pre¬ 
vented in every possible manner, and the 
only way a boy could gain a knowledge of 
art, in that day, was to eteal it. It is differ¬ 
ent now, as you might well believe, if you 
could read all these letters of inquiry. 

Some of these letters are earnest, the 
writer showing the full, strong purpose of 
doing something at any exi)en8e of time or 
trouble. Others, again, are quite amusing, 
the writer asking if he can leam the trade 
in six easy lessons! Others are extremely 
ludicrous, the aspirant desiring to know 
what means he can take to gain the greatest 
amount of skill and success with the least 
possible expense, study, and trouble. 

Another, a young lady, wants to know If 
she can leam to be a ilrst-class artist in six 
weeks ! And, being told that It is not pos¬ 
sible, concludes not to waste so much time 
in learning the business. 

Now, I propose to make a sum total of 
the whole matter, and answer all these let¬ 
ters en masse. I will first give some hints to 
those earnest lovers of nature, and seekers 
after the beautiful, who desire to 

STUDY ART AS A PROFESSION. 

First of all, you must have a taste and a 
natural ability, then patience, perseverance 
and application will make you an artist, and 
the more of these qualities you possess the 
more famous you may become. 

Let no one think that he can achieve this 
with little trouble. It is a lifetime study, 
and I think there is not an artist of any 
celebrity now living, or who has ever lived, 
who has gained his point in less than twenty 
years of hard study and constant practice. 

Gottschalk, the celebrated pianist, prac¬ 
ticed six hours a day, from his boyhood to 
his death. This was the secret of his success; 
and, if you will take the trouble to inquire 
into the habits of celebrities, you will very 
likely come to the conclusion that skill is 
not to be had for the asking. 


One may be born a genius, or “ with a sil¬ 
ver spoon in his mouth,” but he is not bom 
with skill upon his finger ends. This must 
be acquired, and nothing but constant prac¬ 
tice will do it. 

Paganini, the greatest violinist the world 
ever knew, spent twelve years in prison, and 
having nothing else to do, practiced on his 
violin ; and when all the strings were worn 
out except the G, or base string, he performed 
on that till he could do what no other man 
ever did. 

Now I tell you these things to show you 
the value of study and practice, and to break 
up this idea that many people have, of learn¬ 
ing to be an artist without study. Who ever 
heard of anyone getting even a common- 
school education in a month, or a year ? 

To the young folks, then, I would say, 
that, to begin with, you should get some 
simple drawing book, from which you will 
gather the principles of form, light, and 
shade; then you may draw from simple ob¬ 
jects, and when you have a fair and fi-ce use 
of the pencil, go to some Art Academy, and 
get the proper instruction from comi)etent 
teachers. This is the cheapest and best 
method of learning to draw. 

No academy teaches painting to any ex¬ 
tent, except to advanced students in the life 
school, and it is not well to try to use color 
much until you have a pretty fair knowledge 
of form, light, and shade. 

When you are ready to paint, go to a good 
artist—who is also a good teacher—and then 
practice at home what you leam at the 
studio. Tuition in painting averages about 
the same as In music, the best teachers charg¬ 
ing from three to five dollars a lesson, or, 
from seventy-five to one hundred and fifty 
dollars a month. Of course, all this depends 
somewhat upon the circumstances, and the 
ability of the pupil, for you must know that 
any true artist is always ready to lend a help¬ 
ing hand to a real earnest student of art and 
nature. 

It is always well to draw fi-om objects. 
It is not so much matter what the object is. 
Every object has form, and that form may be 
expressed by lines on your paper, and, al¬ 
though there are really no lines in nature, 
yet the borders of these forms you will see, 
if you look for them, and when you have 
them all carefully drawn you will have a 
portrait of the object. But you must look 
close and work close, letting no line escape 
you, if you would succeed. 

It was the habit of Mr. Turner, an English 
artist, who had, perhaps, as perfect a knowl¬ 
edge of form and effect as any artist that 
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ever lived, to draw any object that came be¬ 
fore him in whatever position*it chanced to 
be. He always carried a sketch book or 
I)ortfolio, and if he had but one minute to 
devote, he devoted that minute to transfer- 
rinsr as much of the form as he could; and 
you may be sure that, after forty year’s labor 
in this way, he could make a good deal of 
picture in one minute. This shows how val¬ 
uable our minutes are. 

Now it is not intended that all this practice 
is to be made upon objects in the house, for 
you must have air, sunshine, and exercise. 
It would be a very sad thing to trade these 
off for the artistie skill you might gain 
indoors. Half a student’s time may be spent 
in the open air, where, with nature for his 
teacher and his model, he may gather not 
only knowledge, but many beautiful pictures. 

In sketching from objects, it is not enough 
that you look up and see a tree, or a cow, 
and then make something that looks like a 
tree, or a cow, on your paper, but it must be 
an exact image of the object, line for line, 
and it is just us easy to oc sure that you see 
these lines, and make them right, as it is to 
guess at it, and get them WTong. 

If you have the courage to follow these 
rules, you will one day be an artist; without 
it, never. 

Now for some advice to those who desire 
to 

STUDY ART AS AN AMUSBMBNT. 

To this class I would offer the same advice 
as above, to begin with ; that is, study from 
some simple drawing book, and from objects. 
You can also paint with colors, if you like, 
finding out their qualities by experience. 

Of course, it is better to attend some Art 
Academy, to learn drawing, and study with 
an artist, to learn painting. But let me beg 
of you not to take lessons in painting till 
you have learned to draw. 

Unless you intend to become an artist, it 
is not supposed that you will spend your 
whole lime at this, only your leisure time. 
Boys and girls of fifteen, who have taste and 
ability enough to prompt them, will very 
readily find a w’ay to pick up a fair degree 
of skill, and it will quite astonish them to 
see the amount of art skill they will gain 
from one hour’s earnest, daily practice for 
one year. 

Do not think that you can get a few pic¬ 
tures to hang up in your parlor, by going to 
an artist, who will put the “ finishing touch ” 
to your work, so that when people look at 
it they will wonder at your skill, and think 
you a genius. Too many do this, and receive 
the praise, with l)lusl)es, of course, because 


they know that w’hatcver good there is in 
the picture was done by the teacher. 

A lady who had spent several years in 
practicing upon the piano, came to an artist, 
thinking that she could learn enough in 
twelve lessons to paint some pictures for her 
parlor, saying to the artist, “ Of course you 
will fix them up in good style, if I don’t 
succeed.” 

To which the artist replied, ‘‘ Of course— 
not.” 

Now how much better it is to put your 
heart and hand right into the work, and do 
it yourself, under the teacher’s Instruction. 
Then you may really be proud to claim 
whatever of beauty there may be in the 
work. 

Children have many spare hours that might 
be devoted to this very pleasing art of draw¬ 
ing ; it is useful, also, for it gives them belter 
ideas of forms and plans, and a knowledge 
that in after life may be of great advantage 
in many pursuits. Besides, it gives us all 
an insight into the mystery and beauty of 
nature. 


THISTLE DOWN. 

BT CABO M. WOODWABn. 

Where are yon traveling, thistle down. 

Out to the country or in to the town? 

I've watched you an hour. I'm sorry to own; 
Where are you traveling, thistle down ? 

You seem undecided which way to go. 

And whether you'd better go fast or slow. 

And whether you'd better fly high or low. 

And whether you'd better alight, or no. 

Yon hang in the shade like a will o' the wisp; 
A husky old leaf stirs, crusty and crisp. 

And away you flurry, with never a lisp. 

Like many another bright will o' the wisp. 

You swim in the sunshine, a starry world. 

By unseen forces controlled and whirled; 

But a bee, like a comet against you hurled. 
Twirls into the spaces my starry world. 

You follow the butterflies, drowsy things. 

But let them swing near, on their downy wings. 
And you whirr in a tangle of loops and rings 
And very circuitous joumeyings. 

Bither and thither, above, below. 

I've seen you waver an hour or so, 

But I cannot decide where you mean to go. 
And I'm half persuaded you scarcely know. 

O, beautiful nothing, with nothing to do. 

I've known a great many people like you. 

Who passively drifted wherever they blew. 
And swung in the wake of whatever was new. 
The veriest nothings the whole world through. 
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AUNT VINEGAR’S VISIT. 

BY SUSAN COOLIDOB. 

Mamma had no idea of it; of course she 
hadnH. When she went away, the coast 
was clear of extra work and visitors, or else 
she wouldn’t have gone. For there never 
was such a kind, thoughtful mamma. 

Aunt Jane wrote a real nice note, sajing 
how cool it was amojiL'’ the hills, with the 
leaves turning red, and the i>eachos getting 
more plenty every day. And mamma was 
all tired out with the hot weather, so the 
children said slie mwit go—she mustn’t miss 
such a chance. Emma would keep house, 
and little Rose could help. It was a pity 
that Ann had just got married and left them, 
for it wouldn’t be so easy with a new girl; 
but Bridget was goodnatured, and promised 
to do her best—mamma must go. 

So she went. It was great fun packing 
her trunk, and cutting nice little sandwiches 
for her to eat on the way; but when the 
stage had fairly driven off, the house sud¬ 
denly began to feel very big and lonesome. 
The sun was shining, but even he didn’t 
seem so bright as usual. Emma and Rosalie 
looked at each other. 

“ Well,” said Emma, “ what shall we do 
first ?” 

“ I don’t know,” replied Rose, in a discon¬ 
solate voice. 

This would never do. “ I’ll tell you,” 
went on, ” let’s go and talk to Bridget about 
dinner.” 

So into the kitchen they ran, and Emma 
tried to look very old, and very like mamma. 

” Bridget,” she began, ” I think it best to 
settle about dinner now. Always plan your 
day out the first thing, my grandma says.” 

Bridget listened respectfully to these words 
of wisdom. 

“ I think we’ll have soup, to-day,” went 
on Emma, ” and roast turkey.” 

*‘ And oranges I” chimed in Rose. 

“Now, Rosy-posy, don’t. Where are we 
to get oranges, I’d like to know? Soup, 
Bridget, and turkey.” 

“ Sure, Miss Emma, where am I to get 
any turkey, /’d like to know ?” 

“ W’hy, from the meat man, of course.” 

“The meat man, is it, miss? Arrah, he 
kim along jist as the missis was stepping 
into the coach, and he says, says he, had I 
any orders ? And I says, ‘ git along wid ye.’ 
For w’as I going to be afther thrubbling you 
wid the same at such a moment ? And wid 
“ihat he whips up his horse and was off.” 

Bridget!” exclaimed Emma, aghast. 


“how could you? Why, he won’t be along 
again till Friday.” 

“ No more he won’t, miss.” 

This was Tuesday, so no wonder she was 
puzzled. It was four miles to the town 
from which the meat came. Three whole- 
days with no beefsteak, no mutton, no hash. 
Breakfasts and dinners had hitherto appear¬ 
ed, punctual as the sun, as if brought by 
fairy fingers, but now our little housekeepers 
began to see that it w’as because mamma re¬ 
membered and cared for these t hings. Wha t 
should they do ? An idea came into Emma’s 
head. 

“ I’ll tell you,” she cried, “ let’s go and 
look in all the closets, and see what we’ve 
got. It’s most as good as being the Swiss 
Family Robinson, isn’t it ? only mamma isn’t 
here with a bag”— And then came a small 
sigh, bit off in the middle, for Emnm was a 
brave little creature, and didn’t want to dis¬ 
courage Rosy. 

So she took a pencil and paper, and they 
began. The very first thing they found was, 
that the key of the jam closet w’as gone. It 
was very queer. Mother couldn’t have 
taken it, for she never did such a thing in 
her life. It must have been dropped some¬ 
where. Rosy, who liad been comforting 
herself with thoughts of quince preserve, 
looked ready to cry. No meat, and no jam, 
either. 

“ Never mind,” said Emma, “ there’s lots 
of golden synip; that Isn’t kept in this old 
closet. We’ll eat it on our bread, and play 
it’s jelly. Here’s the store room, and the 
key to that can’t be lost, anyhow, ’cause 
there Isn’t any. Now we’ll see.” 

When done, the list ran as follows : 

“ The rest of the cold ham we didn’t cut 
up for mother. 

“ Two codfish. (Me and Rose don’t like 
codfish.) 

“ Two loaves of bread. 

“ A pai>er of crackers. 

“ The syrup barrel. 

“ Borne cream of Tartary, to make lemon¬ 
ade of. 

“ A squash. (Bridget says she doesn’t 
know how to cook squash.) 

“ Potatoes. (Lots of ’em.) 

“ Half a custard pie. (O goody).” 

This was all, except fiour, sugar, nutIncg^, 
and such things. Evidently they needn’t 
starve. 

“We’ll have roast potatoes to-day,” said 
the little housekeeper, “ and ham, and pie, 
and bread and molasses.” 

“ I’d rather have turkey,” said Rose. 

“ So would I, of course; but then, you 
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know, grandma says we must submit to the 
meliitable.” 

If you could have seen Emma’s face, as 
she brought out this last, long word. 

“ Now we’ll make the beds,” said she ; 
and tliey went up stairs. 

“ We won’t do mamma’s, I guess, ’cause 
it’ll all be mussed up again before she comes, 
if we do. Let’s leave it just so, and fix it 
all up just before she comes back.” 

“ So we will,” echoed Rose. 

The nursery bed was stroked and patted 
and witched up in all sorts of ways, and the 
children found it such fun that they took a 
long time about it. In the middle came a 
ring at the bell. 

‘‘0, mercy!” cried Emma, *‘what’s that?” 

She ran out and peeped over the bannister. 
A man was lugging a great trunk into the 
hall. Pretty soon he went out and brought 
a bag almost as big ns the trunk. 

” O, Rosy, what shall we do ? Somebody 
has come to stay. Who can it be ? A. V.,” 
reading the letters on the bag. ” Suppose it 
is Aunt Vinegar?” 

The little faces puckered up at each other 
In the drollest w'ay. Aunt Vinegar was a 
very fat old lady, who had made a visit once, 
a good time ago. The children didn’t re¬ 
member much about It, but w'hat they did 
remember wasn’t at all pleasant. 

Sure enough, in she came, with the black 
silk bonnet, and enormous cloak, her voice 
sounding crosser than ever. 

‘‘ Susan !” she called out. ” Susan ! very 
strange! I’m not used to being met this 
way. Susan ! Where’s my niece, girl ?” 

This was to Bridget, who stood gaping in 
the kitchen doorway. 

‘‘ Sure, ma’am, I can’t say.” 

‘‘Can’t say? Why, what’s the matter 
with the girl ? Can’t say where my niece is ? 
Susan ! Susan ! Come dow n this minute.” 

‘‘O, dear,” whispered Emma, *‘we must 
go. Take tight hold of my hand, Rosy, 
won’t you?” For, being very much fright¬ 
ened, there seemed a comfort in feeling those 
w arm little fingers in hers. 

How do you do, ma'am ?” said Emma, 
when they got close to the old lady. 

Aunt Vinegar put on her spectacles, and 
looked at them very hard. 

‘‘ Who are yon, child?” she said. 

‘‘ I’m Emma, aunt; and this is Rosalie.” 

” Humph ! I didn’t know’ you. Ill w eeds 
grow apace. Where’s your ma ?” 

” Mamma gone aw ay for a w'eck to Aunt 
Jane’s,” said little Rosalie. 

Mrs. Vinegar sat dowm on her trunk, 
speechless with indignation. 


“ Gone away! What in the name of com¬ 
mon sense was that for ? Didn’t she get my 
letter ?” 

‘‘No m’m”— 

‘‘ I WTOte that letter day before yesterday, 
and put it into the office myself. What’s 
come of it, I should like to know ?” Look¬ 
ing at Emma as if she suspected her of hav¬ 
ing it in her pocket. 

”0,” cried both the children, ‘‘I know. 
We didn’t go to the post office yesterday, 
cause we w^ere so busy packing mother’s 
trunk.” 

‘‘ Shiftless doings,” groaned Aunt Vinegar. 
“Well,” she said, at last, “you can take 
my things up stairs. Here I am, and here 
I’ve got to stay. Show the fellow the room 
I’m to have, child.” 

Emma was filled with suddefn dismay. 
The bedstead in the spare room had gone 
away to be mended. There w’as no chamber 
to give Aunt Vinegar but mother’s own. 

“ Highly tlghty,” cried the old lady, as 
she spied the confusion, tumbled pillows, 
soiled towels, w'ash bowl with the water 
standing in It. “ Hlghty tighty ! what is all 
this ?” 

“ We hadn’t fixed the room yet, since 
mamma went away,” explained Emma. 

“ Shiftless,” murmured her aunt. “ Shift¬ 
less doings enough. I can’t understand it. 
Susan used to have a head on her shoulders.” 

Emma didn’t know' what this word “shift¬ 
less ” meant, but it sounded like something 
dreadful. She could hardly keep from cry¬ 
ing, as she helped make the bed and fill the 
pitcher. When the room was in nice order 
again, they left the old lady to rest, and 
began to think of the dinner. There was 
the cold ham, the potatoes, the half pie. 
Think as she would, there was no making 
anytliing further of it. She and Rosy set 
the table. They were very anxious to have 
it nice, but, w'ith all their pains, one or two 
little things were forgotten. 

“Mercy,” screamed Aunt Vinegar, the 
moment she sat down, “ where’s the carving 
knife ? I can’t cut ham with a teaspoon.” 

Sure enough, it w asn’t there ; and the salt 
cellars, likewise, were wanting. Aunt Vin¬ 
egar sniflTed, and muttered “shiftless,” as 
usual. Then she declared she couldn’t 
touch salt meat. 

“ Haven’t you any fresh ?” .she asked. And 
when tlicy explained that the butcher came 
just as mother was leaving, and nolK)dy 
remembered to order any, she said “ shift¬ 
less” again, with more energy than ever. 
It was dreadfully mortifying. 

But, if dinner was bad, tea was worse. 
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Bridget tried to make some gingerbread, but 
it turned out heav}\ The molasses was put 
Into a pretty glass dish, to make it look more 
important, but, as it happened, Aunt Vine¬ 
gar couldn’t bear molasses 

“What is that?” she said, eyeing it 
sharply. 

“ Only just syrup,” replied Rose. “ But 
Emma and me play that it’s jelly.” 

“ Play jelly ! What does the child mean? 
Here, girl, Bridget, take it away, take it off 
the table. I don’t like the smell of it; never 
did ; never could abide it. Neither could my 
grandfather—and I’m just like him.” 

Emma privately reflected that her great- 
great-grandfather couldn’t have been a very 
nice old gentleman; but I am happy to say 
she behaved like a little lady over her disap¬ 
pointment, and gave Rose a lump of sugar, 
unobserved, by way of consolation. Pretty 
soon after tea, Aunt Vinegar went to bed; 
so there was an end of that day. 

The next seemed a long one. The old 
lady was tired after her Journey, and as cross 
as two sticks, and, try as she would, it was 
not possible for the little housekeeper to 
make things comfortable. Aunt Vinegar 
was extremely economical, and anything 
wasteful made her angry. When Rose left a 
little milk in her glass at breakfast, she 
groaned aloud, and she asked Emma what 
she expected would become of her, if she 
let butter go to rack and ruin on the edge 
of her plate ? 

“ It’s a waste of the Lord’s maircies,” she 
r>aid. “ If you go on so, I shouldn’t wonder 
if He sent something to eat you up.” 

This was a new and frightful idea. The 
children whispered about it that night after 
they went to bed, and would have been very 
much frightened, except for remembering 
that mother had never told them anything 
of the sort, so Aunt Vinegar might be mis¬ 
taken. 

Thursday was rainy. What with the gray 
clouds outside, and Aunt Vinegar within, 
Emma got thoroughly discouraged. She 
was very polite and W'ell behaved, but when 
alone she couldn’t help crying. “O, if 
mamma knew,” was the burden of her song. 
But, for all that, the brave, little thing re¬ 
solved not to write her one w'ord about it. 
“She shall have a good time, for once,” 
thought she. 

Friday brought the butcher, with a leg of 
lamb, and a nice piece of beef, which tasted 
wonderfully good, after the short commons, 
and quite iiKdlifled Aunt Vinegar. Matters 
seemed brightening ; only two days more, 
Sunday and Monday, and mamma would be 


at home. How the children hugged each 
other at the thought. And just then, as 
they were dancing up and down together in 
a dark corner, a wonderful thing happened. 
A rumbling in the road, a crack of a whip, 
a stage was stopping at the door. Some¬ 
body had come, and who do you think that 
somebody was? No other than mamma. 
Their real, own mamma. 

She had heard, somehow, of Aunt Vinegar’s 
arrival, and hurried home, fearing her little 
girls w'ould be in a puzzle. And w'eren’t 
they glad to see her ? Rosy-posy kissed her 
all over, and Emma, what with the surprise 
and the relief, just put her head down, and 
sobbed as if her heart would break. How 
things seemed to right themselves and 
straighten out now that mamma was at 
home again. And she was as glad as they. 

“ Mamma,” whispered Rosy, that night, 
as she was tucked up in bed, “ I do hope 
you’ll never go aw’ay again. ’Cause you 
see, Emma and me is little girls, and we like 
molasses, and Aunt Vinegar don’t; and she 
says ‘shiftless’ very often. And Bridget 
forgets to stay at home always—won’t you, 
darling mamma ?” 

“ I’ll tell you what, Susan,” said Mrs. Vin¬ 
egar, after her niece came dowm stairs, ” those 
children of yours ain’t so much amiss after 
all. Generally speaking, I don’t like ’em; 
but yours ain’t so shiftless as some.” 

So you see our dear little housekeepers 
did not go altogether unrewarded for theh* 
good conduct, because this was high praise 
from Aunt Vinegar. 


BOUND TO GO AHEAD. 

BT W. O. C. 

The steamboat is a smart thing, but there 
is something that can beat it. I saw the 
game come otf this momlug. I went out 
for a walk, and sat down on the shore of 
Seneca Lake. The steamboat had just start¬ 
ed from Watkins. I heard it making a great 
splashing with its paddles, and the black 
smoke rolled away behind, and the thing 
seemed to be in live earnest. It seemed to 
feel that something was after it. Down at 
the depot the cars stood, singing a little, 
dozy song, waiting for Gen. Grant, or some¬ 
body else, to get on board. Then, when all 
were ready, the conductor waved his hand, 
and the engineer to«k out the cork, and 
away they flew. The road is up hill all the 
way from W’^atkins, but they didn’t care for 
that; they went past me like a shot. The 
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FLIGHT OP THE BIRDS. 


BT HEKRT OILLXAN. 


Where do the little birdies go. 

When the frost has chained the streams. 

When the woods and fields are ftill of snow. 
And the fierce nor’wester screams? 

'Tis many a day since the wood thrush woke 
The groves with his happy tones. 

And now we scarce hear the raven’s croak. 
Or, at night, the owlet's moans. 

And long ago the swallow left. 

To cross the stormy sea. 

I own. In him I felt bereft 
Of much sweet company. 

I saw him the very day he came. 

He built beneath my eave. 

And soon he grew to be so tame 
I hardly thought he'd leave. 


The tanager, like a scarlet flame. 

Fled from the faded wood : 

The bobolink, that spoke his name 
In a voice so clear and good. 

The purple finch, and the humming bird. 
That cannot bear the cold. 

The warblers that all hearts have stirred. 
And the wTen, with his crest of gold. 

I wonder how, through night and day. 
Across the trackless air. 

They learn to find their pleasant way. 

To lands more bright and fair? 

O, birdies, I shall long to see 
Your fairy forme once more ; 

Come with the spring, and I shall be 
Moi * loving than before. 
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steamboat looked up and saw them shooting That’s the way It Is. Young America is 
by, and then another great cloud of smoke bound to go ahead and beat everything, 
rolled away behind. But it w as of no use. And he can do if, if he keeps his head clear 
The cars just turned and said “ Goodbye,” and his heart right, and makes a true man 
and whiffed off out of sight in a minute. of himself. 
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THE BIG KETTLE WITH TWO EARS. 

BY OLIVE THORNE. 


1 always wear It on my watch chain—not 
the kettle, but a piece of gold that came out 
of it—partly to remind me of the friend 
who gathered it, 8]ieek by speck, In a far-oli 
land, and partly because I saw It made. 

Yes' I did, really. I saw It melted, and 
rolled, and drawn, and cut, and milled, and 
stamped, and— 

Let me begin at the beginning, and I’ll tell 
you what I did see. It was at the Mint, and 
I saw my handful of dust carefully weighed, 
and taken, with ever so many pounds of other 
dust, to the melting room. In that room, 
over a furious fire, was a red-hot melting 
pot, waiting for Its load of gold. A droll 
pot it was, too, with a spout, or “Up” they 
call it, to pour out the melted gold, and two 
ears. 

You don’t know what a kettle wants ears 
for? Well I can tell you, and It’s a funny 
use for ears, too; they are to lift It up by. 

Into this odd pot, with two ears and one 
lip, w-ent my gold, and all the rest, which 
nearly filled it. Wouldn’t yon like to see 
three or four hundred pounds of melted 
gold ? It’s a beautiful sight, and would be 
more agreeable to see, If it wasn’t so fearfully 
hot near the fhrnacc. 

Hot as it is, however, it took several hours 
to melt it thorouglily; and, meantime, an¬ 
other workman prepares the molds, by 
warming and rubbing them with oil. Not 
because the gold w ould stick, but to give it 
a smooth surface. 

I had been wronderlng all the time, how 
the men would lift that big kettle out of the 
hot furnace; but when the gold was ready, 
and the molds fastened up snug in a sort of 
carriage on wheels, I saw that It was arms of 
iron that lifted the kettle. 

Do you know what a crane is? I don’t 
mean a crane on two legs; but an iron crane, 
with one arm. If you don’t know, just ask 
your grandmother. She’ll probably tell you 
it’s a sort of iron arm, that swings around 
on a hinge. 

Well, one of these iron arms was swung 
around over the pot of gold. From the end 
of the arm, perhaps I ought to say, from the 
hand, hung a chain, with an immense pair of 
tongs at the end of it. These tongs seized 
the poor kettle by the ears, the chain was 
hauled up, and up came the pot of gold. 
Tlien the iron arm sw ung around till it was 


over the pouring machine, and the pot was 
carefully low’ered into a “cradle,” as they 
called it, where it rested safely, on its ears 
again, poor thing. 

After the machine was Screwed up so 
that the pot couldn’t slip, the tongs were 
taken oflf, and the crane swung around, out 
of the way. Pouring melted gold out of a 
monstrous pot into small molds, w'ould l)e 
hard to do without spilling half of it, but' in 
this pouring macldue, it was beautifully 
done. There were two handles at one end 
of the machine, and a man stood there to 
manage them. By turning one handle he 
pushed the mold carriage up so that the first 
mold came exactly under the lip of the 
melting pot. Then by turning the other 
handle, he tipped the pot, and poured out 
the beautiful melted gold. When one mold 
w'as filled, he turned the handle again, and 
the next one moved up. So by using tw o 
simple handles, one man emptied the whole 
pot of hundreds of pounds of gold. 

When the bars come out of the molds, 
they are called ingots, and are a foot long, 
one third of an inch thick, and about an inch 
wide, in fact, about the size of a common 
school ruler. Of course they are too thlc^ 
for coins, so I had to follow them to the 
rolling mill. Perhaps you’ve seen some kind 
of a rolling mill, for they roll most every¬ 
thing, now-a-days. If you haven’t, I can 
tell you that the gold rollers look very 
much like the two rollci*8 on a w’ringing 
machine. 

The golden ruler was made red hot, one 
man took it with a pair of tongs, and put it 
between the rollers. It ran through, and 
came out a good deal thinner, and longer, of 
course. Another man standing the other 
side, took it as it came out, and handed it 
back to the first one. He tightened the 
rollers and put it through again. And so it 
went, back and forth, till it looked like a 
broad, beautiful gold ribbon. 

But so much rolling made it too wide, and 
it had next to be cut into narrow' strips. 
For this they had the ftmniest scissors yon 
ever heard of. They are called circular 
shears; and are merely two sharp-edged 
wheels running together, the edges meeting 
all the time like a pair of scissors. The 
workman put the gold band up to the wheel, 
which seized and drew it through, cutting it 
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as easily as you can cut paper. It came out 
in beautiful, lon.fic ribbons. 

But in spite of all the rolling and sqneez> 
lug, the gold was still too thick for money, 
and to make it exactly right, they had a 
very curious process, called drawing. 

First, one end of the gold ribbon was 
pressed quite thin by rollers. This thin end 
was put through a hole in a hard steel plate, 
which hole was exactly the thickness and 
width that th^gold must be. The end that 
was through the hole, was put into the Jaws 
of a pair of pincers, that grip for good, I tell 
you. The pincers were then hooked on to 
a chain, which was drawn along by steam 
power. 

It w^ould be Impossible for a man to draw 
a thick piece of gold through a thin hole, 
but this resistless chain moved along with 
l)erfect ease, drawing pincers, gold and all. 
Something had to give, you see; the steam, 
and the chain, and the pincers were all 
stronger than the soft, precious metal, so it 
w'as drawn through the small hole, of course 
coming out just the width and thickness of 
the hole, and longer than ever. 

The next thing was done by a boy sitting 
at a big machine that does nothing but 
champ, champ, all day. 

The great steam giant living in the cellar, 
whose long arms lift the pots, turn the 
rollers, and draw out the gold, also keeps 
the cutting machine on the bite all day. 
%he boy has only to feed it with the gold 
ribbon. Every time the cutter cornerdowm, 
it bites off a gold piece, which falls into a 
box. It keeps the boy busy to supply it, so 
fast it cuts. 

These pretty, round, smooth pieces of gold 
are called blanks, and from the cutting 
machine, they go to the weighers. 

Probably you know that a five dollar gold 
piece is itself w'orth five dollars, and to have 
it so, it must be of a certain weight. The 
W'eighers are girls, who have each a pair of 
delicate scales before them, in which they 
try every piece. If too light, it must go 
back to the melting pot; and if too heavy, 
she nins a flat file around the edge of the 
piece, till it is exactly right. It is then 
ready to be milled. 

Look on the edge of a gold piece, and you 
will see it is not flat, but in little ridges, or 
flutings. It is a curious thing to see that 
done. A child tended the milling machine, 
and all he had to do, was to keep a certain 
tube full of the gold blanks. At the other 
end of the tube is some machinery, and as 
soon as a blank reaches that point, it is 
seized and made to run over a sort of little 


bridge, just wide enough for it, and with 
railings on the edges, to keep the blank on. 
As the piece runs over, a wheel ‘ running all 
the time over the bridge, presses down very 
hard on the blank; and when it runs out on 
the other side, the edge is found to be 
pressed up into ridges; or milled. 

I thought I could never get tired of look¬ 
ing at that procession of gold pieces running 
over the funny, little bridge, but as I wanted 
to see the last process, I had to go on. 

The coining machine, which is the la.st, 
stamps the figures on, and changes a gold 
blank into a United States coin. This 
machine, also, like the cutting and milling 
machines, requires only a feeder, that b, a 
person to keep the tube full of blanks. The 
piece at the bottom of the tube is seized by 
a pair of steel fingers, carried off and laid in 
a steel bed—not a cradle this time—the same 
shape as the blank, but a very little larger. 
It is hardly there ixjfore a stamp comes 
down on it with great force, and the plain 
blank slides off, a beautiful, perfect, gold 
coin. 

You may be sure I picked up the first one 
I saw stamped, as mine ; for though I had 
followed the gold from the kettle into which 
my gold >vent, of course I could not keep 
my grains separate. So I had to be content 
with a coin out of the same kettle. 

In all these processes, a good deal of gold 
gets scattered about the building. Not in 
little pieces, for they are very careful of 
those, and every workman has to give l*ack 
the same weight he received, or about the 
same, in finished work and scraps; but a 
great deal gets off in the shape of fine dust. 
The workmen have to wash themselves 
before they leave the building, and the 
w'ater is carefully examined for grains of 
gold. 

What is still funnier, the sweeplncrs of the 
floor have so much gold in, that they have 
a regular machine to wash it out. Before 
this machine was invented, they washed tiie 
sweepings by hand, and when they had got 
out all they could, every pound of dirt had 
still from fifty cents to a dollar’s worth of 
gold in It. After going through the machine, 
it has only about seven cents to the pound. 

How much money do you suppose they 
can coin at the United States Mint in a year? 
The snug little sum of sixty-three millions 
of dollars. 

Did you ever think how inconvenient it 
would be to have no money? Instead of 
buying things, you would have to exchange. 
For instance, if you wanted to buy a book, 
you’d have to exchange a bushel of potatoes. 
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or a piece of cloth, or anythinpf you had, 
for it. 

In some countries, people have used salt 
for money, in others, they have used shells. 
In old times, cattle were the standard of 
value. In Homer’s works, shields are spoken 
of as costing ten cattle, or a hundred cattle 
apiece. 

But the drollest money I ever heard of, is 
used by the Indians of Peru, and consists of 
—eggs. What sort of purses do you suppose 
they have ? 

PEDRO, THE BARRILERO. 

BY A. E. H. 

Once upon a time, there lived, in the city 
of Sloth, in Borderland, a poor man, whose 
name was Pedro; and he was a barrilero by 
trade. 

Now Borderland is a broad, level country 
by tlie sea, and stretches back for. many 
miles toward the setting sim. The river 
Bravo winds in and out along its southern 
border, and the snow upon the far-distant 
Sierra Madrc Mountains, melt in the summer 
and imurs into the river; which, swollen 
with its new burden, rushes, like a great, 
wide, furious monster, over the low hanks, 
wnich can no longer keep it within bounds. 
Thus it sometimes came up into the city of 
Sloth, destroying property, and carrying 
away, on its surging waves, the comforts 
that people hud been a lifetime gathering 
around them. 

Pedro worked pretty steadily at his trade 
of barrel making; but when times were 
hard, and he had a good stock on hand, he 
used to carry water about from house to 
house, crying “ aque^ aqua or, ** w’ater, 
water!” ns the custom of Borderland still 
is; and, as he received a picayune for each 
barrel of water, he was rarely idle, and con¬ 
sequently never in want. 

One day, Pedro looked into the clay water 
cooler of one of his patrons, and finding it 
nearly empty, went liome and fastened his 
ropes into the revolving axles in each end 
of his great, iron-bound, blue barrel, and 
dragging it Ijchind him, made his -way to 
the river, to obtain some of the sweet, pure 
water, forever flowing toward the sea. 

The sun shone very hot, for it was noon ; 
and the dust blew’ over the streets in clouds, 
as Pedro made his way to the stream. As 
he stepped in, leaving his sandals on the 
bank, and felt the cool w’aves come up in 
grateful splashes over his bare knees, he 
lifted his broad sombrero, dipped it into the 


water, and placing it again ui>on \his tired, 
hot head, sighed contentedly. But the 
fierce rays of the mid-day sun shone full 
upon him here; so quickly filling his barrel 
with the short hose, and drawing it w earily 
up the bank, he started slowly toward the 
city. His feet pressed the tangled Bermuda 
grass heavily; he panted w’ilh fatigue and 
heat; the exertion had already become a toil 
and pain, w hen he espied a little Mesquite 
tree not far ahead, with a cool shadow lying 
under it. 

“ Ah !” thought poor Pedro, “ if I might 
but sit down and rest within the shadow of 
that little tree I” 

So he made a great stride, and the barrel, 
held by the ropes, responded to his vigorous 
ITull, and together they soon rested under 
the grateful shelter of the little, crooked 
branches. “ Miiy bienP^ said Pedro; which 
in our language means ” very w’ell,” as he 
sank down upon the long, vine-like grass, 
and languidly w'atched the block daws feed 
their young. He laughed to see the wind 
blow their long tails, and nearly tip them 
over, as they hopped upon the ground ; and 
he lay quite still, trying to understand their 
shrill voices and droll movements, until, at 
last, all seemed to grow confused and strange. 

Presently the water in the barrel began to 
gurgle and rumble with an odd sound, as 
though an unhappy, imprisoned spirit were 
within; and, as he listened, Pedro thought 
it murmured. In strange fashion, about the 
sea. 

“What are you saying?” asked Pedro, 
uneasily. 

“ Alas!” complained the the water sprite, 
“I might have been now’ on my hurrj’ing 
way to the sea, but for you barrilero. I be¬ 
long to the swift under current of this mighty 
river Bravo, and I should have reached the 
gulf to-morrow!” and the Naiad wept and 
moaned. 

“ Why should you care for the sea, Nifio ?” 
said Pedro. “It is salt and green, and the 
great waves would swallow’ you when you 
reached them.” 

“Ah!” said the Naiad, “you know not, 
Pedro, the charm of the great, salt gulf. It 
Is rich in treasure of every kind. There is 
where the lazy porpoises dwell. They come 
heavily to the surface, turn their huge, black 
bodies over in the sunlight, and with a flirt 
of tail and fin, sink beneath the splendid, 
surf-crow’ned waves. There, too, dwell the 
tiny flying fish. Even you, Pedro, w’ould bo 
glad to see them spring from the w’aves, and 
fly in the air like birds. Their clear, trans- 
jxirent wings w’ill carry tliq^i a distance of 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



128 


[OclOlHT, 


The Little Corporal Magazine, 


twent}* or thirty feet ,* and the warm sun- 
liglit gleams over their azurc-bliie and golden 
scales, till they look like tiny, vanishing 
angels, as they dash into their native cle¬ 
ment. And great ships sail on the bosom of 
the gulf, Pedro; and sometimes they never 
again go into port. And white-winged gulls 
fly over the sea, disporting in the waves, or, 
on their never-tiring wings, keeping the 
good ship company. O, let me out, let me 
out!” cried the water sprite ; “ let me hurry 
on to the lovely sea!” 

“ Tell me more about it, first,” said the 
barrilero, gently. 

“ Why, there’s nothing in all the world, 
so glorious as the sea!” cried the Naiad. 

“ There is God ; and the sun; and heaven; 
and little children,” murmured Pedro, 
slowly. 

But seeming not to hear, the Naiad went 
on: 

“ When the sun shines, and the air Is 
calm and warm, the sea lies placid and 
glittering—a beautiful, diamond-decked, fas¬ 
cinating creature, whom once to see, is 
to admire and love. Exquisite shells, and 
fine, white sand form the bed upon which 
she reposes; while fish in countless numbers, 
from the great shark to the tiny minnow, 
play and make merry in their own sportive 
way.” 

” I don’t like sharks,” said Pedro. 

Still, never heeding, the Naiad continued, 

‘‘ Ah ! Pedro, you should see the sea when 
the north wind breathes upon it, and even 
the sun hides his face. The tremendous, 
green waves put on their white caps, and 
come rolling in grandeur from shore to 
shore. The ships, which lie upon them, 
toss and plunge, and some arc rocked and 
shaken until their stout timbers part, and a 
tom, tempestrtossed w’reck floats upon the 
unquiet waters, or seeks repose in the silence 
of the unfathomable deep. The sound of 
the sea shaken by a storm, is music to mine 
ears, Pedro; though I love not the agony of 
the suffering mortals, w'ho thus are swept 
away into an unknown, everlasting future.” 

But poor Pedro had already drifted out 
into an imknown sea, beyond the sound of 
the gurgling water. He lay tossing in the 
agony of sunstroke on his bed of grass, and 
his dreams were full of the fever and unrest 
which troubled his frame. For the silent, 
journeying sun had long since carried away 
the shadow, while he lay sleeping in the 
glare of its most intense rays, under the 
little mcsqultc tree. 

When the kind people who found him, 
bore Pedro home, and looked into the barrel 


for water with which to lave his aching 
head, there was not a cupful there. It had 
all rii)pled out over the dusty grass, wliile 
the dreaming Pedro slept. 


WHAT WILL THE BABY BE? 


BY M. H. K. 

Into the depths of bis limpid eyes. 

Blue as the sheen of June's clear skies. 

In the curves of his chin and his dimpled check. 
Where the smiles are playing at “ hide and seek." 
We look for a promise we cannot see. 

Of what the baby will one day be. 

His fingers dainty and soft and fair 
As the velvety petals of roses are. 

Neglecting the rattle and broken doll, 

Crumpled picture and scarlet ball. 

Reach for the sunbeams that, dropping down. 
Tinge with their glory bis locks of brown. 

Life has not lingered to leave its trace 
Of sorrow and sin on his guileless face. 

Alas! that surely their toil and tears 
Must come, with the coming of future years. 
Alas I that the shadows most surely fall 
O'er the souls of the purest, the souls of all. 

For out from the shelter of home, we know. 

Into the struggle the child most go; 

If in the crooked and tangled w’ay 
He may not stumble nor go astray. 

Passing safely his confiicts through. 

Who can tell what his hands may do ? 

He may drop the rattle to seize the pen. 

His w ords be borne in the hearts of men; 

He may fight for the nation and make its laws. 
Or stand, a hero, in truth's grand cause; 

Power, and honor, and proud renown. 

His patient labor at last may crown. 

But if never the voice of fame 
Makes immortal his deeds and name. 

May he, doing the good, the right. 

Stand nnawed in the angels' sight. 

Where the Father wdth joy shall see 
What the baby at last will be. 


LILIES OF THE VALLEY. 

BY MARY B. C. WYETH. 

“Isn’t she pretty? O, hasn’t she a lovely 
face ?” 

“ She’s a real beauty ; and so graceful.” 

“ I’d be perfectly happy if I had such hair, 
aud eyes, and complexion. Dear* me, why 
can’t all ix)or bodies, who so admire l>eauiy, 
be beautiful ?” 

These exclamations were from the lips of 
three young misses, w’ho occupied seats 
opposite me in a street ear, one pleasant, 
spring day. Their w'ords were called forth 
by the appearance of my young friend, Lida 
Garland, upon the balcony of a residcucc. 
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before which our car was temporarily 
detuined. 

I am also an admirer of feminine beauty in 
general, and of my Lida’s, in particular, and 
these enthusiastic tributes pleased me. It 
gratified me to see these young girl’s eyes 
brighten with admiration of my friend’s 
lovely face and graceful form. She was 
indeed exceedingly fair to view. 

There was a fourth young lady in the car, 
who sat a little apart from the rest, and 
engaged in reading, had taken no part in 
the pleasant chit chat of the ride. When 
the last young girl, however, uttered her 
wistful words, the reader looked up from 
her book, and glancing from Lida’s fair face 
and form to tlie rather plain countenance 
of her almost envious admirer, said, in a 
quiet tone, 

“ Hair, and eyes, and complexion can’t 
beautify stinginess. Lida Garland might be 
beautiful, if she were not so selfish. 1 never 
knew her to give anything to anybody ; and 
for myself, I am sure I would rather do with¬ 
out, than to wrench Lida’s heartstrings by 
borrowing from her. Sweet dispositions 
make sweet faces, I think. Lida is a nice 
girl, and a good scholar, and is rather pop¬ 
ular among our set at school, but her friends 
know better than to ask, or to expect favors 
of her. Our plain-faced Hatty Soule is much 
more my admiration. She never thinks of 
herself, and is always doing or planning 
something for the pleisure of others.” 

” Pretty girls, and women, too,” responded 
tile first speaker, “are apt to be selfish. I 
suppose if we were equally sure of our per¬ 
sonal attractions, we’d be quite as devoted 
to our precious selves. ‘ Favor is deceitful, 
and beauty is vain,’ you know.” 

At this the young creatures laughed, and 
one said, lightly, 

“Lida ought to cultivate the Christian 
graces. If I were so beautiful in person, 
seems to me I’d try to be lovely in spirit, 
just for the sake of harmony—fitness of 
tilings. I wonder she don’t take lessons of 
Hatty Soule.” 

“Or, of Hatty’s Teacher,” suggested the 
one with the book. “Hatty is a Chris¬ 
tian.” 

The entrance of passengers caused the 
young trio to remove their seats, so that I 
heard no more of their converse. But how 
their words had saddened me. My amiable, 
interesting Lida, stingy, and selfish! Could 
it be so ? I had often feared that my dear, 
young friend was rather Indifferent to the 
claims of others. In certain regards, but had 
found excuse for her, in her youth and inex¬ 


perience, and preoccupied state of mind, 
consequent upon the pressure of school 
requirements. I had sometimes wondered 
at this absence of thoughtfulness for othci-s; 
but that it wrenched her heartstrings to give, 
or lend, was a view of the case quite new, 
and painfully surprising to me. 

When I returned to my home, I pondered 
nx)on this revelation of my young friend’s 
fault. How could I help her to see and 
overcome it? How could I reveal it to her 
so that she might appreciate its hatcfulness 
in its true light, and yet not suffer too 
keenly in the revelation ? While yet think¬ 
ing how best to offer her a loving word of 
counsel, a light tap at my door, and a sweet 
voice asking, “ May I come in ?” announced 
Lida, herself. 

“I’ve something sweet to tell you,” she 
said, “and something sad, too. Helen Vere 
is very, very sick; I called this afternoon, 
without knowing she w'as ill; she seamed so 
glad to see me and coaxed me to stay. I 
read to her, and freshened up her tangled 
hair a little, and told her all the nice things 
I could think of; and she brightened a good 
deal, and seemed quite cheerful when I left 
her. She was crying with the pain, when I 
went in the room.” 

“ I am so glad,” I answered, delightedly. 
“ You have then had a great pleasure, one 
of the sweetest and purest that the human 
heart can experience.” 

“ Yes; it is pleasant to feel that you have 
made some one happy by your own efforts, 
if it has cost some self-denial. It seemed 
very hard, at first, to think of sitting in that 
dark, camphory room a whole hour; but 
when I began to read, as Helen desired me, 
from the New Testament, my eyes fell on a 
line upon the opposite page, and the words 
there seemed to be meant purposely for me. 
They were, ‘For even Christ pleased not 
Himself.’ I dctennlned then, tliat /would 
not; and I said, in my mind, ‘ Self, go down ; 
keep out of sight. I mean to imitate Christ, 
and to become a burden bearer. I have 
never thought of any but Self, until now; 
and now, Self, your death warrant Is signed 
and I really tried to do everything possible 
to make Helen happy while I remained with 
her. I promised to sec her again to-morrow.” 

Lida paused suddenly, and a shadow* came 
over her face. 

“ What is it, dear?” I asked. 

She blushed, but did not reply. Presently, 
she said, 

“ My lilies of the valley are in full bloom, 
and O, so deliciously fragrant. They remind 
me of everything pure, and mode.st, and 
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delightful; blooming so sweetly, and giving 
pleasure to all who come near tlicm.” 

“ Would they be as lovely iu your eyes, If 
devoid of their exquisite fragrance ?” I asked. 

“ O, no indeed ; half their charm would be 
gone. I might admire the color and form of 
a delicate spray of lilies, resting on the green 
leaf; but I could not love the lily of the 
valley, above all flowers, as I do.” 

“You cannot find a lovelier example, in 
the floral world, from which to draw sug¬ 
gestion for the formation of a beautiful 
character, than your favorite flower. Do 
you remember Him who said of Himself, ‘ I 
am the Lily of the Valley?’ A loving, 
generous heart is a perpetual fragrance, 
pri7.ed by all lovers of the good, the beauti- 
l^ul, and the true. The most faultless face 
alone, cannot have the charm that an unsel¬ 
fish spirit sheds over the plainest features. 
I am rejoiced to think that your lilies speak 
so pure an evangel to your heart. Give heed 
to them, dear. Sometimes, the dear Lord 
of the lilies speaks to His children through 
these silent monitors.” 

The conversation drifted into other chan¬ 
nels, and after a time, Lida left me. There 
was a troubled look in her eyes, as she gave 
me a parting kiss. I felt that she had some 
undecided struggle going on in her young 
heart, and I trusted that she had awakened 
to a fresh conception of the beauty of an 
unselfish spirit, and that this new light 
within her soul would illumine her con¬ 
science, and aid her to come to a righteous 
decision. 

On the following day, while I was bending 
over my flower beds, Lida’s welcome voice 
sounded in her cheery “ Welcome.” 

Looking up, I saw her in my doorway, 
bearing in her hand a beautiful, terra cotta 
tray, containing moist sand and mould, edged 
with fresh moss, in the center of whicli was 
embedded her precious lilies of the valley. 
They were in full bloom, and the air was 
redolent of their fragrance. 

“ They arc for Helen,” she said, and added, 
in a whisper, “for His sake, who pleased 
not Himself.” 

As I bent to kiss the sweet, young face, 
now beautiful, yes, transfigured by the light 
of an unselfish spirit, the dear girl siiid, 

“ I believe the Lord of the lilies /m^sjK)ken 
to me, through these sw’cct blossoms, and 
has told me how unlike Himself I have 
always been, in caring first and only for 
myself. I know I’ve always been dreadfully 
selfish, but I mean to try, from this time, to 
be come like Him. I began by giving the 
dearest and most valued of all my possessions 


to Him. Won’t they be a comfort to i)oor 
Helen?” she asked, while a glow of generous 
pleasure overspread her face. 

“And won’t you be a comfort to me,” I . 
cried, “when you have cultivated within 
your heart the sw’eet blossoms of unselfish 
love? Strive nobly, dear Lida. He will 
accept your ottering, your love, and your 
lilies ; and He will give you the victory over 
the demon of selfishness.” 

As she passed down the garden walk, 
bearing her fragrantly-suggestivc love gift 
with her, I prayed that the beauty of the 
lilies might bloom on In her young life, 
transfiguring it with that radiant light, that 
shines forth only from a soul Illumined by 
the love of Him whose name Is Love. 


ART AMUSEMENTS. 

BY MARTHA POWELL DAVIS. 

Number Ten. Arrangement. 

When we have learned to make flowers of 
beautiful form and color, the next thing to 
study Is an effective and pleasing arrange¬ 
ment. The following Wednesday had been 
appointed to commence this part of the 
work ; and as individual effort was to be 
kept separate, and then grouped as each 
student preferred, speculations, practical 
ones, went on at home with much spirit. 

Each one was ambitious to have a collec¬ 
tion, at the close, that would do credit to 
the owner. Willie Jones said, besides group¬ 
ing the flowers he had already made, he 
wanted to have an ornamental case, with 
shelves, and fill it with rare and curious 
plants. 

“Mamina,” said he, “do you remember 
the century plant (Aijai'c Amerkann), which 
we saw' in Rochester, last year, and how I 
was wishing that I lind understood the wax 
work then ? I could have made one like it, 
you know; then, instead of telling our 
friends about it, we could have shown the 
very likeness itself. You just ought to see 
Aunt Phebe’s ! exactly like the one we saw, 
only smaller. There are the flowers rising one 
above another like a chandelier, and they 
don’t look a bit like wax. I’d like to copy 
it, real well, and many other things she has; 
but it’s no use to think about it, unless I can 
have a case to keep them from dust.” 

“ It would take a lot of flowers to fill the 
case you mention. I’d like to know' where 
3'ou’d find so many ?” suggested Clara. 

“ 0, I’d have all the cactus tribe, like Mrs. 
Tliorp’s, and they would alw'ays be in bloom; 
and I’d have curious plants that florists sell 
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80 high, and foreign fruits, too.” And he 
tossed his head, independently, as If to say, 
“ I’ll show you.” 

While this was Willie’s notion, his sister, 
Clara, evinced quite a ditfcrent taste. She 
chose to frame a simple wreath, which, she 
said, “ would hang over the mantelpiece 
and take so little room.” 

Meantime mamma promised to Intercede 
with papa for Willie’s mahogany case, and 
Clara was to have a pretty frame. 

This was only one of many families that 
were thus interested ; and when Wednesday 
came, the children teemed in to realize some 
of their home Imaginings. 

Aunt Phebe was fully able to meet their 
expectations in suggestive modes of arrange¬ 
ment. She had fruits, flowers, and plants, 
grouped beautifully, and placed around the 
room in elegant display. 

The class began their work by disposing 
of the flowers they had flrst made, and under 
the teacher’s supervision they grew like magic 
into bouquets, round, flat, oval, and pyra¬ 
midal. In addition to these, most of the 
pupils chose some more substantial form for 
their better-skilled work. For this purpose, 
many imitated a class of pictures that were 
framed as specimens. They were simple 
mottoes, wrought in flowers and leaves, as 

God bless our Home!” “A Sister’s Love!’’ 
** For Mother.” The short word “ Horae” 
is pretty and suggestive of domestic comfort. 


The words are made as follows: 

Cut the letters of dark cloth. Cover them, 
by glueing on to them, green moss and tiny 
sprigs of cedar. The cedar should be dipped 
in greeu wax, to prevent its turning br(>wn. 
Make flowers of sizes suited to the letters, 
with plenty of buds and leaves. Coai-se 
waxed thread may be used for stems, instead 
of wire. A needle can then be threaded, and 
the stem by this means drawn through the 
cloth. The letters, when finished, are glued 
to white bristol board the size you wish tlie 
picture. 

By shaping the letters fancifully, room can 
be made to weave in large flowers occasion¬ 
ally, and thus g^ve a pleasing variety. Buds 
and green sprays may often, with good effect, 
overstep the margin of the letters; but never 
let such adorning interfere with the distinct¬ 
ness of the words. 

Mary Belle, wishing a birthday present for 
her father, chose this ” Home ” picture. She 
found 18x22 inches gave ample room for 
clearness in letters and flowers. ’ Mary trim¬ 
med the frame with cones, acorns, and seeds, 
so the work was all her own. Her father 
prized it more than gold. 

The frames for these pictures should have 
a swell back, rather deeper than those used 
for hair wreaths; and green wax, for dip¬ 
ping cedar sprays and other leaves, should 
have a greater proportion of sweet oil melted 
with it than is ordinarily used. 


HOW FURRY FURRY BECAME “GOLD ELSIE.” 

BY MARY SPRING WALKER. 


The door of the great house stood wide 
open, and Furry Furry looked in. Furry 
Furry was a small, yellow cat, striped down 
her back with a darker shade of the same 
color. Her paws, the lower part of her 
body, and the diamond on her breast, were 
of snowy white. She had led a w'andering, 
out-door life, sleeping in barns, and getting 
but a scanty living from the mice she caught, 
and the scraps she picked up In the back 
yard and about the pigs’ troughs. 

This is what the little, yellow cat saw, 
looking through the open door into the 
great house: A room hung around with 
pictures, the floor covered with a soft carpet, 
and in the sunniest corner, lying in an ann 
chair piled with cushions, a large tabby cat. 
Fresently, a gust of wind closed the door; 


then Furry Furr}- ran around the house, 
and through the back yard to the barn, and 
staid all day in her hole under the boards. 

There was a thunder storm that night, and 
several cats in the neighborhood crept into 
the bam for shelter. There was old Mrs. 
Barebones, a cat with a drcadftil cough, who 
was thought to be in a consumption ; and 
Tom Skip-an’-Jum^, a sprightly, young fellow* 
with a tenor voice, which he was fond of 
using moonlight nights ; and Robber Grim¬ 
alkin, a fierce, one-eyed cat, the pest of the 
neighborhood, with great head and neck, 
and flabby cheeks hanging down, and bare 
6i)ot8 here and there on his tawny coat, 
wiiere the fur had been torn out in his fierce 
battles. 

The thunder roared overhead, and the 
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lightning, shining through the cracks, played 
on the barn floor, and showed tlie cats sitting 
gravely in a circle, only Tom Skip-an’-jump, 
who was a young cat, and still kept his 
kittenish tricks, went fi'isking after his tall, 
and turning somersaults in the hay. At 
last he tumbled over Furry Furry, and bit 
her ear. 

“Come play;” said he, “it’s a jolly time 
for ‘ Puss in the comer.* ’* 

“Tom Skip-an’-jump,*’ said Furry Furry, 
“ I shall never play again. I am very 
unhappy. I have seen Tabilha Velvctpaws 
lying on a silk cushion. She walks on soft 
carpels, and I have nothing but this barn 
floor. O, Tom, I want to be a house cat.** 

“ A house cat !’* he repeated, disdainfully. 
“ They get their ears pinched, and thek- tails 
pulled by horrid monsters, with only two 
legs to walk on. And nights, beautiful, 
moonshiny nights, when barn eats are roam¬ 
ing the alleys, and serenading on the roofs, 
and having a good time generally, they are 
locked in dark cellars, and made to >vatch 
rat holes. A house cat! O, no, no; not for 
Tom !** 

He was off, with a whisk of his tail, to the 
highest beam, looking down upon them 
with the greenest of green eyes, and singing. 

Some love the home 
Of a lazy drone. 

And a bed on a cushioned knee; 

But in wild, free ways, 

I will spend my days. 

And at night on the roofs I’ll be. 

“ O, ’tls my delight. 

On a moonshiny night—** 

“Don’t listen to him, my dear,” said old 
Mrs. Barebones, the consumptive cat. “ He’s 
a wild, thoughtless creature, quite inexperi¬ 
enced in the w'ays of the world. Heed the 
counsels of one, whose sands of life are almost 
run; and who, before she takes her flight to 
the land of cats, would fain avert, from a 
youthful friend, her own untimely fate. 
This dreadful cough—ugh, ugh !—and dis¬ 
tressing catarrh—sniff, sniff!—with which 
you see me afflicted, were brought on by the 
hardships and exposure incident to the life 
of a bam cat; midnight rambles, my dear— 
ugh, ngh !—in frost and snow', days when 
not so much as a mouse's tail has passed my 
hungry Jaws, and dreadful winter nights, 
when my coat was too thin to keep out the 
cold. Ah i a catalogue of my sufferings 
w'ould All your tender heart with pity ; and 
they are all because I am a bam cat.” 

“ Don’t believe a w'ord she says,” growled 
Robber Grim. “ She’s an old granny. She’s 
got the fldirets. She w’ants some catnip tea. 


Don’t believe Tom Skip-an’-jump, either. 
What does he know about warl* He never 
was sho^ at. Look at me. I’m Robber 
Grim. I’m an old one. I’ve got good blood 
in my veins. My great-grandfather was a 
catamount, and my fourteenth cousin a wild¬ 
cat. I’ve been in a hundred battles. I’ve 
had an eye gouged out, and an ear bit off; I 
left part of my tail in a trap; J’ve been 
scalded writh hot water, and peppered all 
over with shot. I’ll teach you to get a living 
without being a house cat. I hate houses 
and peoi)le. I do ’em all the mischief I can ; 
I eat up their chickens; I suck their eggs; 
I climb into tlie pantry, and skim llieir 
cream. Once, when tlie kitchen door was 
open, I stole the steak off the gridiron. 
There was a catastrophe for a respectable 
family. Ha, ha! The world ow'es me a 
living, and a living I’ll have. Folks hate 
me, they do; they’ve tried to kill me a 
dozen times; but I’m Robber Grim, and Pire 
got nine lives.” 

At this instant a flash of lightning was 
followed by a peal of thunder that shook the 
barn to its foundation, and every cat fled in 
terror to its hole. 

The next morning, Mrs. Tabitha Velvet- 
paws took a stroll around the garden, and 
down the lane a little w ay, just where the 
catnip grew. The ground was wet after the 
show'er, and she w as picking her way dain¬ 
tily, very careful not to soil her beautiful feet, 
of which she was justly proud. Suddenly, 
there glided from behind a tree, and sto<^ 
directly in her path, a small, yellow eat. 

“O, if you please,” said Furry Furry, for 
it was she, “ I have made bold to come and 
meet you, to ask your advice. I am a poor, 
little, bam cat. I was contented with my 
lot, till I saw you yesterday in your beautiful 
home; but now I feel that I was intended 
for a higher sphere. Tell me, O, tell me, 
Mrs. Velvetpaws, how I may become a 
house cat.” 

“ O, my tall and whiskers! Did I ever ? 
The idea I I shall go off in a flt!” and Mrs. 
Tabitha moved a step or two away, her 
manner as well as her words, expressing 
astonishment and disdain. 

“ I know' it seems presuming, Mrs. Velvet- 
paws, but—” 

“ Fresuming! I should think so. What is 
this generation of cats coming to, w hen a 
low creature, a pauper cat, as I may say, dare 
lift her eyes to a sphere so far above her ?” 

“A cat may look at a king,” said Furiy 
Furry. 

“ Go away, low thing! I am ashamed to 
be seen in your company. What if ray 
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Robber Grim, il’ you refuse to help me, i 
'Will go straight to Growler’s kennel. When 
he has w’orried me to death, Mrs. Velvetpa'vvs, 
will you cast one look upon ray mangled 
remains 

Now', Mrs. Tabitha was not an ill-natured 
puss in the main, and when she looked in 
the little cat’s imploring face, and heard 
these desperate words, she at once began to 
relent. 


yes; yuur Barebuncs and 6kip‘au'-jumpo and 
Grimalkins are out of my category.” 

“Perhaps you know of some house cat 
lately dead, or gone away ?” 

“And if Ido?” 

“You might put me in its place^ yon 
know.” 

“Yellow cat,” said Mrs. Tabitha, severely. 

“ If you please, my name is Furrj' Furry.” 

“Well, Furry Purry, then ; your presum- 
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intimate friend, Mrs. Silvercoat, should hap¬ 
pen to pass? Begone, I say !” 

“O, Ml'S. Tabitha,” cried the little cat, in 
the deepest distress, “ don’t drive me away. 
I can’t go back to the bam. Indeed, indeed, 
after enjoying this short season in your soci¬ 
ety, I can’t live with old Auntie Barebones, 
and Tom Skip-an’-jump, and that horrid 


“Nay, nay,” said she “rather tlian see 
you go to the dogs, 1 will lend a paw' to save 
you. But w'hat can be done, silly thing?” 

“ Mrs. Tabitha, you have lived a long time 
in this neighborhood ?” 

“ All my life, yellow cat.” 

“ And you know everybody ?” 

“ If you mean in the first rank of society. 
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lion is only to be pardoned, in consideration 
of your ij^norunce of the usages of society. 
House cats liold their position in families by 
hereditary deseent. My place, for instance, 
was my mother’s and my grandmother’s 
before me. We are prepared by birth and 
education for the position we occupy. Have 
you considered how utterly unfitted you are 
for the life to which you aspire ? Pause, 
young cat, pause!” 

Furry Purry looked down at her feet. 

“ They are the same color as yours,” said 
she, ” but it is so hard to keep them clean, 
when one goes through the bam yard a 
dozen times a day.” 

” I never go tlirough the bam yard. Little 
cat, I pity you; but I fear your hopes are 
vain. There is, indeed, a vacancy in the 
brick house opposite. King Caesar, a vener¬ 
able cat, died last w^cek, in a cat-eleptic fit. 
He was a cat of many virtues, and w’as 
greatly admired for his gentlemanly conduct 
and dignified deportment. Who shall come 
after the king?” 

” I, Mrs. Tabitha, if you will condescend 
to give me Instructions. I am quick to 
learn. The short time I have been in your 
company, I have gained much knowledge. 
See me now’ gently wave my tail, and touch 
my left whiskers with my paw, as you do I 
At home, I shall practice all your airs and 
graces. I shall imitate the music of your 
voice. Do help me to King Cjcsar’s place!” 

Mrs. Tabitha was flattered by this speech. 

‘‘ Well,” she said, ‘‘I will sec what can be 
done. 1 suppose I am a silly old Tabby, to 
be made a cat’s paw’ of by you in this w’ay. 
There, go home, and the first thing you do, 
make yourself perfectly clean. Tw elve times 
a day, lick yourself from the end of your 
nose to the tip of your tail. Take particular 
jKiins w ith your paws ; a cat of refinement is 
known by the delic’acy and cleanliness of her 
feet. After three days, meet me here again.” 

It may be imagined how faithfully the little 
cat followed these directions; how with her 
sharp tongue she smoothed every hair of her 
soft fur, and carefully w ashed her face w ith 
her wet paw’. 

‘‘You arc wretchedly thin,” Mrs. Tabitha 
said, at their next meeting. ‘‘That fault 
can only be remedied by a generous diet. 
Yon must look me full in the face when I 
talk to you. Really you have no need to be 
ashamed of your eyes, for they are decidedly 
hand>ome. When yon walk, don’t l>end 
your legs till your body nearly touches the 
LTroiind, that gives you a ‘hang cat’ look. 
Let me sec, w hat other bad habits have you?” 

‘‘I spit, sometimes.” 


** Never spit; it is considered very vulgar. 
Don’t bristle your tail; don’t show your 
claw's except to mice ; maintain such control 
over yourself, as never to be surprised out 
of a dignified composure of manner.” 

Just then, without the slightest w’aming, 
there rushed out from the bushes very near 
to w here they stood, a monstrous dog. Up, 
went Mrs. Tabitha’s back in an arch ; every 
hair on her body stood on end ; sharp-ix)lnted 
claws appeared on each velvet foot; and 
hissing and spitting, she tumbled over Furry 
Purrj’, and scrambled to the top of the apple 
tree. The little cat followed, imitating her 
guide in every particular. As for the dog, 
w’ho was in pursuit of game, he did not even 
look at them, and when he w as out of sight, 
they came down from the tree, Mrs. Velvet- 
paws descending with dignity, and not 
alluding to the adventure. 

“ To-morrow night,” said she, ‘‘as soon as 
it is dark, meet me in the back yard of the 
brick house, and I will give you instructions 
how' to proceed.” 

Furry Purry w’as very happy, w’hen, the 
next evening, Mrs. Velvetpaws conducted 
her through a i)leasant green yard to a piazza 
draped w’ith clustering vines. 

‘‘ Come here to-morrow’,” said she, ‘‘walk 
l>oldly up the steps, and scat yourself in full 
view of that window’. If a lady drives you 
away, go directly, but presently return. Put 
yourself in your best position, this way, in a 
coaxing attitude, with your eyes uplifted. 
Now’ I have done all I can for you, and I wish 
you good luck, my dear.” 

” Mamma, mamma, come quick to the 
w indow’,” said little Winnie Gay. ‘‘ Here’s 
a poor little cat on our piazza. She’s look¬ 
ing right at me w’lth such pitiful eyes. May 
I open the door, mamma ?” 

No, indeed, child; we don’t want any 
strange cats here,” said Mrs. Gay. 

” But atb! looks iiungry, mamma. May I 
take her a saucer of milk ?” 

‘‘Come away from the window, Winnie, 
and don’t notice her. You encourage her 
to come again. Go away, pussy, we can’t 
have you here.” 

‘‘ Now’, mamma, you’ve frightened her off. 
Sec how’ she looks back. You have hurt her 
feelings, I know'. Poor, little, yellow cat, I 
w ish I might call you in.” 

Tills was Furry Purry’s first attempt. She 
was not di.>couraged. The little girl’s blue 
eyes beamed a welcome, and the lady’s face 
was kinder than her w’ords. 

‘‘ If I catch a mouse,” thought the little 
cat, ‘‘ and bring to them, just to show what 
I can do, perhaps I shall gain their favor.” 
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Then she put away all the fine airs and 
Mrs. Velvet paws had taught her, for 
she knew “ a cat in gloves catches no mice,” 
and Instantly became the sly, supple, watch¬ 
ful creature, ready with teeth and claws to 
tear and bite, she needed to be, to accomplish 
her object. 

When, an hour later, she again appeared 
on the piazza, and, laying her prey on the 
floor, crouched beside it in an altitude of 
perfect grace, the little girl uttered loud 
praises, and the lady smiled approvingly. 

“ What a pretty creature it is,” she said, 
“with it’s soft, white paws, and yellow 
coat.” 

The next morning, early, while Mr. Gay 
waited for his breakfast, his little daughter 
called him to the window. 

” My cat has come again papa, with O, 
such a big, fat mouse.” 

” That’s not a mouse,” said Mr. Gay, look¬ 
ing at the plump, gray thing Furry Furry 
carefully deposited on the piazza floor. 
‘‘ Bless me! I believe it’s that rascal of a 
mole that gnawed my hyacinths, and rooted 
up my tulip bulbs. 1 otfered the gardener’s 
boy five dollars if he would catch the villian. 
Who does that cat belong to ? She’s worth 
her weight in gold.” 

” I don’t believe she belongs to anybody, 
papa; and, O, please, may I have her for 
mine. I know mamma will say yes, if you 
are willing.” 

” Why not?” he replied. ‘‘Run !br some 
milk, dear, and I will see If I can coax her 
in.” 

We, w’ho are acquainted with Furry Furry’s 
private history, kin»w how little coaxing she 
needed. As soon as the door was opened 
she walked in composedly, and, laying the 
dead mole at Mr. Gay’s feet, rubbed herself 
against his leg, purred gently, looked up in 
his face with her round, bright eyes, and in 
pretty cat language claimed him for her 
master. Then Winnie clapped her hands for 
joy. 

“You are my own dear little pussy,” said 
she; “ you shall have cream and sugar to 
eat; you shall lie on Cfesar’s silk cushion; and, 
because you are yellow, and papa says you 
are worth your w’cight in gold, your name 
shall be called ‘ Gold Elsie.’ ” 

So Furry Furry became a family cat. By 
industry, untiring energy, and a flxedness 
of purpose that yielded to no discourage¬ 
ments, and surmounted all obstacles, she 
raised herself from a humble sphere in life 
to a high social positon. 

Readers of The Little Corporal, Is 
there no moral in my cat story ? 


JOURNEY WITH THE SWALLOWS. 

BY MADGE TORBERT. 


Suppose yourself a swallow. In October 
flight from the Catskills of New York State, 
to the Everglades of Florida, (rUi Savannah.) 
It must be presumed that “airline” trav¬ 
elers take a much more direct course than our 
railroads, or steamships; therefore, Birdie, 
will you take with them the “ direct route 
and through tickets,” and try to catch a 
blrds-eye view of all the fair, bright colors 
of Mrs. Nature’s October dress, and of all 
the autumnal loveliness of earth, and sea, 
and sky ? How can the birds help lingering 
over and among the gold and scarlet foliage 
of our Catskill forests, and along the silver 
shores of our bold and beautiful Hudson 
river? I expect a “still, small voice” in 
each tiny feathered bosom, calls them away. 
Yet still, the dear little lovers of beauty and 
song, postpone their journey until the last 
October days, when quick, wind telegrams 
come over the tree tops, from fiirther north, 
making every maple and pine and chestnut 
tree shiver; and warning every sweet singer 
that he may not possibly keep Thanksgiving 
Day properly, If he stays here ; that cold feet 
and sore throats and scarcity of dainty bug 
and berry, will surely pr vent hearty or 
comfortable Christmas dinners. So, on their 
last day of grace, they call together their 
families, and take flight from the dear sum¬ 
mer nests, and familiar branches of the home 
trees. Southwestward lies their course. 

Disdaining to pass near New York city, 
with its smoky and impure atmosphere, they 
reach New Jersey’s boundaries just in time 
for a Sabbath-day's journey over its fair, 
blue hills. How the sunny sides of the 
mountains glitter In the morning sun! how 
Its crimson maples look like rubies set in 
Etruscan gold of elm leaves! how the 
mountain tops whiten like marble! how the 
gloomy purple and gray of their shady sides, 
may seem to the little birds like a winter 
twilight, that used to come to their dreams, 
while they nestled warm In their Cat‘‘kill 
nests! Casting wide-awake birds eyes long¬ 
ingly toward the Delaware Water Gap, they 
pass hastily on. 

Shall we let them pause on the wing, and 
send a chorus of sweet chirps toward Fhila- 
delphia, “ City of Love,” whose good Quakers 
must certainly appreciate bird melody, if 
they do fall in appreciation of M’lle Nilsson’s 
bird-like tones. 

Passing Into Maryland, and finding autumn 
later by a fortnight than It seemed among 
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the Catskills, let us allow our birdlincjs 
“ right of way” and time to tarry for a day 
or two along the beautifuV Chesapeake Bay. 
But, ” Onward!” something sings to them ; 
and, always following instinct, or conscience, 
they soon start off, sailing for hours far above 
the calm and peaceful waters of the Chesa¬ 
peake ; passing over Annapolis, and within 
distant sight of Washington’s stately Capitol. 

We will suppose these swallows to be with¬ 
out curiosity, even the lady birds, or they 
would surely check their migration to inquire 
whether the House of Representatives, and 
the august Senate follow the United States* 
conscience or instinct; and whether President 
or statesmen are ruled by regard for general 
xcelfare^ as are the leaders of swallow flocks. 

Crossing the Potomac and Rappahannock 
rivers, and looking sorrowfully toward Rich¬ 
mond, they wing their way for miles over the 
Carolines, over rivers and forests innumera¬ 
ble, over marshes and swamps most dismal, 
till they reach Savannah. Here broad streets 
and beautiful parks tempt them to linger for 
rest and refreshment. Imagine our wander¬ 
ers, exiled from scarlet and golden forests, 
now merrily flitting among the delicate green 
leaves of the water oaks, which, in double 
rows, grace many of Savannah’s finest streets. 

Four miles out of the city, lies the beau¬ 
tiful cemetary. It was laid out as a private 
estate, about two hundred years ago, and its 
wide avenues, formed by immense trees, are 
very charming. Here, for more that a 
century, have little birds lived among the 
trees, and sung and mourned. These grand, 
old oaks, festooned with Spanish moss, 
might tell many stories of bird gladness 
among their boughs, and of human sadness 
beneath them; tales of bright and happy 
life, and of dark and quiet death. It seems 
a most fitting and expressive place for burial. 
The tmlling drapery of sober-hued moss, 
accords well with the sorrow of those who 
lay their loved ones beneath it, while the 
bright, green leaves, breaking out in patches 
among the weeping masses, must remind of 
the immortality which shall arise from these 
graves. Life shall spring from death. With 
a vague wonder if this may not all be known 
to the birds singing so sweetly there, we 
return to our swallows. 

As they are not supposed to find board at 
the well-kept Screven House, and as holly 
berries are hardly ripe enough to tempt their 
dainty strawberry or cherry-fed appetites, 
they plan farther flight to ” Flower-da.” 

Now, after tastinir the yellow water of the 
Savannah river, they make old Ocean’s 
acquaintance. Brave, old Neptune seems to 


favor them ; for he tosses his shivering, 
many-colored waves, and smooths ilieni 
down again; then drives them furiously 
toward Georgia’s green shores, and casts 
them up into majestic breakers, over the 
sand banks, where there are none but bii-ds 
to see and admire them. When a gray stain 
of storm comes, he sucks it down so close to 
his broad old breast, that our wee, feathered 
gentry may fly calmly on above the cloud, 
without even a dampened feather, and with 
clear, keen eyes unblinded by any fog or 
mist. Sea gulls fly toward omr swallows, 
gently chirping introduction from the first 
families ot southern birds, from the most 
chivalrous of all southern aristocracy, the 
Florida mocking bird. Wild duck, and 
heron, and pelican shriek ” good speed” to 
them ; and w ith Ocean’s thunders, and 
sweet south wind’s whispers sounding in 
their ears, they land at old St. Augustine. 

Here they roost, and rest, and reconnoiter, 
in a waving palm tree. They visit the old 
walls and crumbling gateway of Coquina; 
they flutter joyously through magnolia and 
oleander trees, through erape myrtle and 
pomegranates. Hedges of holly and of 
Spanish bayonet tempt them, rose trees and 
orange groves offer th^m delightful harbor. 
They look wonderingly down from their 
perches upon groups of chattering, quarrel¬ 
ing, dark-skinned boys and girls. 

One sunny morning they vblt the old 
Spanish fort, but are suddenly frightened 
away from its gloomy old turrets, by a vision 
of dreadful, solemn, over-grown buzzards. 
How can little brow'n sparrows abide these 
monstrous, cruel-eyed turkey buzzards ? It 
is no w onder that immediately after scraping 
acquaintance with Sir Redbird and Lady 
Mockingbird, and other dignitaries, in a 
wild olive tree, they take hasty flight from 
the ancient city. 

A few miles of inland travel over swamps 
of cypress, o^ scrub oak and palmetto, with 
passing glances tow ard coast-bound Smyrna, 
w hose richly-flavored oranges are the finest 
in the United States, they near the St. John’s 
river. Lovely tropical scenery lures them 
to tarry here, until through the heavy hang¬ 
ing drapery of tree and shrub, they catch 
glimpses of horrible alligators. Then they 
hasten away to the pines, to acres of ix)nd 
lilies, to trees full of birds which shall wel¬ 
come them. Here is security from sports¬ 
men’s shot; here are peace and plenty, 
without suspicion of w inter’s snow or frost; 
here is a fountain of perpetual youth for 
birds, unfound by Ponce de Leon ; here their 
final haven of rest, the Everglades of Florida. 
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A WINDOW GARDEN. 

You remember the wise old proverb which 
bicl!5 us “In time of peace prepare for war.” 
One needs to bear that in mind through the 
early autumn weather, for the garden is at 
its gayest. The beds of velvety verbenas 
are one sheet of bloom ; the iKtunias fairU' 
run rampant; asters and dahlias are gor¬ 
geous in every hue and tint; and the splen¬ 
did geraniums seem blazing defiance at the 
fiosts that are sure to come in spite of their 
bravery. Now is the time to prepare for 
war—to make ready for the dismal morning 
when we shall wake up to find all our gar¬ 
den beauties blackened and blighted. 

If you have a nice plant stand, one or two 
stories high, this is the way to do it: Have 
your tinner make you a pan, about three 
inclies deep, to fit each shelf of your stand, 
punching a few holes in the bottom, and 
painting the sides green. Or you can make 
a shallow box out of thin boards that will 
answer every purpose. 

The next thing, and probably the most 
difficult. Is to select your plants—you want 
so many, you can have so few—for most 
stands are spoiled by crowding, and a dozen 
thrifty plants are worth any number of sickly 
ones. Be sure you choose young, vigorous 
plants ; and as flowers are at best uncertain, 
let your collection depend mainly upon 
beauty of folmge, with a few reliable roses, 
geraniums, ana fuchsias. Now arrange your 
pots upon the stand, changing them until 
you get the very best effect of hight and 
contrasting color, and then fill the rest of 
your pan with first a layer of coarse gravel 
or small stones, for drainage, then fine, light 
soil, containing leaf mold, sand, and well- 
rotted manure. Pack it around your pots, 
and then sow seeds in the border, along the 
edges, of anything low and pretty. If the 
florists will not be shocked, I will say that 
common curled parsley makes the prettiest 
border imaginable—is charming for vases, 
and will furnish garnishing for your table all 
winter. Intersperse with this one or two 
plants of dwarf nasturtium, sweet alyssum, 
and mignonette, and your border becomes 
beautiful beyond description, the unsightly 


pots are nearly hidden In a bed of bloom and 
greenness, and, best of all, you may sprinkle 
your plants at pleasure, and a thoiusand open 
mouths drink up the moisture, instead of its 
fulling through the wires. Taste and expe¬ 
rience will suggest other adornments. A 
Madeira vine or German IVy, set in pots under 
your stand, will send upward long, graceful 
shoots to twine and wreath about the sup¬ 
porting wires. Large shells, or even com¬ 
mon flower i)ots, set in lamp brackets by the 
sides of your windows, and filled with lobelia, 
oxalis, moneywort, and pretty trailers, will 
form beautiful ornaments, above the reach 
of meddlesome, little fingers. 

Water your plants abundantly, but do it 
mainl}' by showering, and for this purpose 
there is no better machinery than a common 
hair brush and a basin of water. Turn your 
plants around, so that they may grow sym¬ 
metrically—many a stand is sixiiled by neg¬ 
lecting to turn the pots frequently. 

Put into a bottle, two ounces nitrate 
potash, four ounces nitrate ammonia, two 
tablespoonfuls white sugar, and one pint of 
soft water. Cork this very closely, and 
about once a w'cek, put a tablespoonful into 
tw’o or three quarts of water, and wet your 
plants thoroughly wit h it. As for the insects, 
red spiders, aphides, and all the rest, if your 
plants arc not crowded and are plentifully 
showered, they will not be likely to trouble 
you ; but you can make matters sure by 
buying a little quassia at the drug store, 
steeping it to a strong tea, and sprinkling 
your plants occasionally with It. The plants 
like it, and the insects do not. 

Of course this plan of arrangement may 
be adapted to any plant stand, and carried 
out with the cheapest materials. In any home 
where plants can be kept from freezing. 


EYES AND NO EYES. 

You have all read the story In the school 
readers of the two boys who w'ent over the 
same route, one with his eyes open, and the 
other with them shut. It is old, but worth 
repeating and worth remembering every day. 
So many things slip by ns ; so many things 
worth knowing go on right under our eyes 
without being noticed. 

I knew a man, I think 1 may have told you 
of him before, a busy man, who had very 
little time for reading or study, but whose 
mind w'as a perfect storehouse of informa¬ 
tion on almost every subject. 

“ How does it happen that you know so 
much more than the rest of us ?” I asked 
him, one day. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


138 


[Ociiibor, 


The Little Corporal Magazine. 


“ O,” said he, “ I never had time to lay In 
a regular stock of learning, so I mve all the 
bits that come in my way, and they count up 
a good deal in the course of the year.” 

That is just the thing—save all the bits. 

“That boy,” said a gentleman, “always 
seems to be on the lookout for something to 
see.” 

So he was ; and w’hile waiting in a news- 
l)aper office for a package, he learned, by 
using his eyes, how a mailing machine was 
operated. While he waited at the florist’s, 
he saw the man setting a great box ol cut¬ 
tings, and learned, by the use of his eyes, 
what he never would have guessed, that 
slips rooted best in nearly pure sand. 

“ This is lapis lazuli,” said the jeweler to 
his customer; “ and this is chrysoprase.” 

And the wide-awake errand boy turned 
around from the door to take a sharp look, 
so that in future he knew’ just how those 
two precious stones looked. In one day, he 
leai-ued of the barber what became of the 
hair clippings; of the carpenter, how to 
drive a nail so as not to split the wood ; of 
the shoemaker, how tlie different surfaces of 
fancy leathers are made ; of a locust, that 
his mouth was of no use to him in singing; 
from a scrap of newspaper, w here sponges 
are obtained ; and from an old Irishw’oman, 
how' to keep stovepipes from rusting. Only 
bits and fragments of knowledge, but all 
of them worth saving, and all helping to 
increase the stock in trade of the boy who 
meant to be a man. 


MAKING CHARACTER. 

So many people seem to forget that char¬ 
acter (jroics. That it is not something to be 
put on, ready made, with manhood or 
womanhood; but day by day, here a little 
and there a little, grow'S with the grow^th 
and strengthens with the strength, until, 
good or bad, it becomes almost a coat of 
mail. Look at a model man of business— 
prompt, reliable, conscientious; cool and 
cautious, yet clear headed and energetic. 
When do you suppose he dcveloi)ed all these 
admirable qualities? When he was a boi/. 
Let me see the way in which a boy of ten 
gets up in the morning, works, plays, studies, 
and I will tell you just about what kind of a 
man he will make. The boy that is late at 
the breakfast table, late at school, who never 
quite does anything at the right time, stands 
a poor chance to be a prompt man. The boy 
w ho half washes his face, half does his chores, 
half learns his lessons, will never make a 
thorough man. The boy who neglects his 


duties, be they ever so small, and then 
excuses himself by saying, “ O, I forgot! I 
didn’t think !” will never be a reliable man. 
And the boy who finds pleasure in the pain 
and sutfering of weaker things, will never be 
a noble, generous, kindly man ; a gentle man. 

And what about the girls ? Just the same 
for the girls. A girl w ho is peevish and 
pettish, and careless of the comfort of others, 
who is untidy in her ways, and thinks it docs 
not matter wliat she says or does at home, 
or how rude and uncourteous she may be to 
the dear ones there, is sure to grow into such 
a womanhood as, I am sorry to say, we have 
already too much of; the womanhood that 
scorns the old-fashioned virtues of industry 
and thrift and skillful handiwork, of love, 
and gentleness, and brave self-sacrifice, of 
the charity that thinketh no evil, that seeketh 
not her own, and that never failcth. She 
will never be a lady in the old Saxon mean¬ 
ing of the word, “lalfday,” a loaf giver. 


OCTOBER. 

There is something in the very name, 
October, that is suggestive of fullness and 
ripeness. It brings to the mind visions oi 
grapes swelling w ith the purple wine, show¬ 
ing like clusters of amethysts on the brown 
vines, as the last yellow leaves flutter away 
from them. Visions of orchard boughs stoop¬ 
ing with their wealth of gold, and crimson, 
and russet, and dropping, at a touch, the rip¬ 
ened fruit on the ground, ns if weary of hold¬ 
ing it so long. In the woods there are stores 
of nuts, and all the sunshiny day you can hear 
them falling. The boys are out among them 
gathering their treasures for winter. How 
they shout and laugh, as they pelt the loaded 
boughs, and chase the squirrels, that seem 
half disposed to dispute witlAhcin for pos¬ 
session of the property. 

Nature has a great deal of w'ork to finish 
in this month of October, and she is w orking 
steadily at it, day and night. Besides a 
thousand little jobs, whose doing escapes 
our notice, but wffiich would make sad gaps 
in the beauty of next year, if left undone, 
there is the corn to ripen and mature. The 
buds for next spring will be carefully cas* d 
in double and triple wrappings agaiiist the 
cold and w’et. Never did a mother more 
tenderly protect her babe against the keen 
air, than does Nature guard these delicate 
nurslings of hers. First, she covers them 
with a downy fold softer than the finest 
wool, then with layer after layer, cunningly 
wi-npped together, and finishes all with a 
coat of varnish, that turns every particle of 
moisture, and then she leaves the infant 
blossom as safe for the w inter as the nursery 
pet in its dainty cradle. 
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Wc wit*h t<> notice first this month a very 
short letter that has made a long Jonmey to 
reach us, all the way from Africa. It contains a 
picture of Umzumbi Mission Station, at Port Na¬ 
tal, and a cluster of beautiful flowers, marked, 
“ From a little boy In Africa, who loves The 
(’ORPORAL.’' The flowers W'e kept their 
bright color, and have a familiar, home-like 
look, as if they might have blossomed right 
here upon our own prairies. And I remember, 
8“ I look at them, that the same sun that looked 
down upon them in their far-otf home shines upon 
our hills and plains. The flowers upon my table, 
that are filling the room with their sweet breath, 
may belong to the same family with their foreign 
relations lying beside them, and the little boy 
in Africa shall have a place In our family by our 
friend “ Josic from Louisiana,” who sends us a 
very nice letter, and some specimens of Spanish 
moss. By all means send the cotton flower, 
Josie. 

Woodftide Plantation^ La. ^^Dear Prudy: I 
Mend you a piece of moss fbr your album. It 
looks so pretty under the microscope. It is a 
parasite, common on our forest trees ; gets its 
nourishment from the air, and does not injure 
the trees. It has no iKsrcepllble root, but dies 
when the tree does. Its color, when growing, is 
lavender tinged with pale green, and it contrasts 
beautifully with the deep green of the leaves, 
swaying in the breeze in long, gray pendants. 
In the winter it Is dark brown, giving a very 
somber eflect to the forests. It Is very useful, 
both green and dry, being fed to cattle, in place 
of hay. In the spring, when the waters come 
pouring down from the north, the wide pastures 
an? overflowed, and the cattle. Instead of roam¬ 
ing over them, are confined in high buildings, 
and fed with the moss, which is gathered fresh 
from the trees in boats. When dry. It is rotted 
in water, losing all but the inner fiber, which re- 
s<‘mbles hair, and Is sent in bales to New Orleans, 
to stufT mattresses, cushions, etc. Did yon ever 
see a cotton flower? Would yon like one? They 
look like single hollyhock flowers; are white 
the first morning, pink in the evening, and red 
the next day. That evening they drop off. and 
leave a little green boll, that grows most as large 
•as a hen's egg. When It is ripe it turns brown 
and bursts open, and a whole handful of white 
cotton hangs out. A field full of cotton, after 
the frost has killed the green leaves, looks like a 


big dish of pop corn. Papa's cotton field is close 
to the house, and 1 am going to help pick it when 
it opens. Next month it will be full of flowers; 
shall 1 send you one?” 


Bloomfield^ Jnd. ^^Dear Prudy: As I am one 
of vour soldiers, and a reader of The Corporal, 
I thought I would tell you of an apple tree in 
our neighborhood. It measures three feet four 
inches in diameter, its branches cover a space of 
forty-six feet in circumference, and its average 
yield is from sixty-five to one hundred busheU 
of fruit. The tree is in a healthy, growing con¬ 
dition, as when first planted. Now if any of 
your readers can beat that, send it in and you 
may have the skates.’.’ 

What do yon say to that, boys? That tree 
must be an orchard in itself. 


Fredonia. '‘^Dear Prudy: I love yon very 
much. I am a little girl six years old. My Aunt 
Alice sends me The Corporal. I have a sister 
that is deal and dumb. She goes to New York 
City to school, and can talk with her fingers. So 
can I. Don't you think it is too bad that she is 
deaf and dumh? Is your pocket made of rubber? 
If it Is, put this in. I hope it is.” 

It would be ” too bad ” for the dear little sis¬ 
ter, if yon or I had made her deaf and dumb, 
Alice. But what the kind Father does can never 
be bad, but good—good in some way, though It 
seems sad and hard. 


Thco. B. McConkle, of Ridge Prairie, Mo., 
sends us a very finely executed map of Palestine, 
done in colors. Some time we may offer another 
map prize, that will give our young artist a chance 
to exorcise his talent. 

Stockbridge. ^'‘Dear Pnidy: In June number, 
I was very much Interested In Maude's and 
Mabel's account of their home by the ocean. I 
wish that they would send me something they 
can get bv the ocean. The first thing I do when 
I get TuE'CoRPORALis to look in Pruay’s Pocket, 
and I think if my letters were as pleasant us 
some I have reau, I should be Inclined to write 
very often.” 

A little subscriber at Fort Lamed, Kansas, 
sends us a true story about her cat. 

A TRUE STORY. BY ANNA XOORE. 

I want to tell you a storv about our old cat. Her 
name was Tipsy Topsy: my brothers named her when 
she was little, for she would ftlsk around so much. 
Slie was given to us when very small, and we kept 
her till she died. She was so pretty, black and 
white. Now I must tell you one of her tricks. By 
the side of our house was a big tree, with very low 
branches. Tip Top. whenever she missed her kittens, 
W'ould run up the tree to the first branch, and give a 
peculiar cry. No matter where the kittens were, they 
would run to the tree as fast a.s they could. When 
they were all there. Tipsy would come down, hut 
not before. One morning we gave one of her kittens 
away, and at noon, when she called them U> dinner. I 
watched her. She gave the usual cry, and all the kit¬ 
tens ran ; she missed one. She stayed in the tree for 
awhile, then got down, took the other kittens to their 
dinner, left them, and came back to the tree, wln-re 
she stayed till dark, giving this cry and looking 
anxioumy around. She came down at last, but every 
time she would call the kittens she would act the 
same way, but by degrees came down sooner, and in 
about two weeks gave it up as useless. The saucer 
she usually drank out of had a picture of cat and kit¬ 
tens on it. It got broken one day, and we tried to get 
her to drink out of another one, but she would not 
drink or eat till she got another one. When it was 
time for her milk, she would run to the kitchen to see 
if slie got the right saucer. But poor Tip broke her leg. 
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anU had to be killed, at the age of ten years. We 
[ilanted roscH over ber grave, and tended It Ju.st as if 
she had been human. 


'■^Ihar Pntdy: I am a little girl twelve years 
old. Pleai-e tell me how to make skeleton 
leaves. I cannot make the frame for the crystal 
ba-kets, and I want to know how.” 

Frames for crystal baskets may be made of 
wire, or of old hoop-skirt spring, wound with 
cotton yarn. We gave In the pocket for Septem¬ 
ber a very simple way to make skeleton leaves. 
Full directions for the best processes can be 
ff)nnd in “Phantom Flowers,” sent from this 
ortice for $'i. 

Willie says please tell Pmdy the money he 
sends for The Corpobal this year was earned by 
hunting and killing potato bugs, and he thinks It 
well earned, if money ever was. 

JiitIhuiapolU. Prudy: I have had a 

grvat time. l)iit I have two names to send, to pay 
for my trouble. I went to ask about a dozen 
children to take The Corporal, but they hadn't 
the money. Our Dr. said hc*d take ft. if I’d 
have my teeth pulled to pay for it. I told him 
it was you that was to get the money, not me. 
Is that little girl writing meant for a picture of 
Prudy r If it is I want her to come to my birth¬ 
day p'artv, day after to-morrow. I will eight 
years old then.” 

Dear little Margaret—she doesn’t tell ns where 
she lives—asks three questions, all in a row. 
” Do you ever get sicky and aren’t you Mrs. Mil¬ 
ler y and do you ever get time to breathe?” Time 
to breathe! why yes. And this morning I take 
an extra breath every few minutes, just to get a 
whiff of mignonette and sweet-sraelllng posies, 
somebody put on my desk in the office. 

^"Dear Prudy: I have taken The Little Cor¬ 
poral for five years, and have got up four clubs, 
and have got some nice prizes. I have got Mr. 
Sewell's picture, that I took out of the June 
roKPoRAL, and have got it in a frame. Now I 
would like to have yours, and I would put it In a 
frame, too. I never wTOte you before, but I saw 
60 many letters in your pocket that I would 
write one. I am thirteen years old, and have 
pieced eight qtiilts. I have never been strong 
enough to do neavy Mork, because I have been 
sick a good deal, so I learned to sew.” 


Birmirtgham. Mich. ^'•Dcar Prudy: This is 
the fifth letter I have written you, counting one 
that was not sent. I wrote to you last month, 
gave it to papa, and he put It in the inside pocket 
of his coat. There happened to be a hole In it, 
and the letter slipped aown between the coat and 
lining, and he thought he had lost it from his 

S ocket. I was looking in the coat and found it. 

[y papa is a farmer. I go to Simday school. I 
have got the best teacher in the world, I think. 
Papa 18 superintendent.” 

One of our young friends In New York sends 
us a panther story, which we think is very well 
written for a boy ten years old. 

A PANTHER STORY. 

Once there was a young man who was very fond of 
hunting. One time he snonldered his gun and took 
bis dog with him. When he got to the edge of the 
woods he heard a partridge drumming on a log. Tlie 
dog immediately started to find it. He had been gone 
about five minutes, when the young man heard a 


short bark of pain, and at once started for the place. 
When he got pretty near the npot he saw the bushes 
moving strangely, and heard an angry growl. Just at 
that nioinentTiis dog came running out of the bushes, 
bleeding badly, followed by a full-growm panther. 
They had a short struggle, and the dog, who was verj’ 
old, and had but few teeth, fell down biting the son. 
The young man. who was waiting lor a cliiuice, fired 
and wounded the panther, who made for him. The 
young man dodged, and the pantlier jumping over 
him went tw'o or three yards beyond. This gave him 
tlnie to climb tfie nearest tree. While up In the tree 
he loaded his gun and shot the panther through the 
ear. The animal fell to the ground dead, without a 
struggle. The young man then skinned the panther, 
and received twenty dollars bounty from the county 
hi whlcli he lived. This did not, however, rci>ay the 
value of the dog. The skin still hangs up In his room, 
as a trophy. 

Chicago^ III. '‘'‘Dear Prudy: I was thirteen 
years of age last Monday, the 24th of July. That 
croquet set that I got as a premium for six sub¬ 
scribers, I think Ts a real nice one. We have 
spent many a happy hour with it. I work at Mr. 
Sargent’s drug store, attending to the soda foun¬ 
tain. If you think my letter will do to be put in 
your pocket, I would like to see it. Yesterday 
it hailed here so hard that when the hail struck 
the ground it sounded Just like hundreds of fire 
crackers.” 

Jerome. Mo. “ Prudy, I think that yen are 
real naughty to not tell ns who you are, but for 
my partV I think that you are either Mrs. Miller 
or Mrs. Sewell, and I think that Tommy Bancroft 
is your little boy, for I do not think that any one 
can know' quite as much about a little boy as bis 
mother. Prudy, as soon as I get a dollar and a 
half, I want to send for The Corporal myself. I 
have a dollar that^I earned myself, by sewing, 
and I am going to make a dress, and then I w'ill 
have fifty cents more.” 

Weatfordy Vt. ^'‘Dear Prudy: I have read the 
Bible through once, and am reading it again. I 
am nine years old, and I am trying to fight 
against wrong. We live sixteen miles from the 
efty of Burlington. I have been there once, and 
I saw' Lake Champlain. We can see the Green 
Mountains from our house. I wish Prudy and 
the children from the prairie could be here with 
us to eat warm sugar. My uncle went west last 
fall, and he told me all about Chicago. I have 
got my Cherub picture framed, and it is real 

retty. I have got a wax doll named Rose. It 

as true hair, and it cries.” 

FldorOy Iowa. ''‘Dear Pmdv: I have been 
wondering whether you would like to hear from 
a little boy here in Iowa. I receive your nice 
Little Corporal, and like It very much. My 
auntie has sent it to me for four years. I have 
got the ‘ Royal Road to Fortune.’ and like it very' 
much. I got It while I was in Chicago last win¬ 
ter, and went to The Little Corporal Office 
myself. I am trying to fight against wrong, and 
forthegood, the true, and the beautiful. I belong 
to the Cold Water Temple, and I think it a very 
nice society. I am a farmer's boy, eleven years 
old. Will Pnidy please to have this put in The 
Littlb Corporal,^’ 


Black ffawky Mist. '‘'‘Dear Prudy: I knew 
I would not get the prize, but I would try. I 
w'ish you were here, ^e gallery Is covered with 
vines. Morning glory, jasmine, flow ering beans, 
thunburgias, and maurandias. Mockingbirds sit 
In the vines and sing, while huinmingbirds dart 
in and out among the geraniums. Mamma train¬ 
ed the vines so as to look like looped curtains. 
While I am writing I sit by the parlor window; 
it is covered w’ith vines, so there is no use in 
putting the curtain down. Prudy, I think you 
must have to mend your pocket very often. I 
am thirteen.” 
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SUMMER SPORTS AT WRAITH CHASM. 


On the eastern coast of Massachuaetta, a high, 
rocky point runs far oat into the sea. For thou¬ 
sands of years the reatlese surf has dashed against 
Its rugged sides, and worn them into quaint and 
curious shapes. At the most exposed part a huge 
chasm has been washed out, which runs back 
Inio the side of the hill for a distance of sixty 
rods. At every tide the waves rush up this nar¬ 
row gorge with tremendous force, dashing the 
tpmy high into the air, and, receding, make a 
sound like the booming of cannon, down in the 
lowest depth. Thick pine woods crown the hill 
behind the cliff, and In their grateful shade five 
tents are pitched. Many figures in bright fiannel 
dresses flit about among the trees, or cluster 
around the rude fireplace built of flat rocks. A 
party of friends from the city have decided upon 
this sensible manner of spending their summer 
vacation. Free from the trammels of fashion, 
they have leisure to amuse themselves and their 
children in their own way. In simple and pic¬ 
turesque costumes, which they have no fear of 
spoiling, they are all ready for exercise in the 
clear sea air, or for a restful nap under the trees, 
as inclination prompts. We will call upon them 
twice to-day, and see how they amuse themselves 
in this lonely place. It is now about nine o’clock 
in the morning, and the breakfast, which was 
served at seven, is over, long ago. A cool wind 
blows in from the sea, and makes exercise desir¬ 
able, BO they have formed a ring on the smooth- 
‘ est grass plat to be found, and old and young 
together are playing “ Natural History.” 

One player stands in the center of the ring, 
holding a long rod, w'ith a tuft of leaves at the 
end of it, with which he points to some one in 
the circle, and calls out at the same time either 
of the words, “Land,” “air,” “water.” The 
player thus addressed must immediately name 
some inhabitant of the element named. If land 
is called he must give the name of some animal; 
if air, of some fowl; if water, he must name 
some fish. If he does not answ’er correctly at 
once, or if he gives any name which has been 
called before by any player, he must run around 


the ring outside, and if he does not succeed in 
getting" back into the place he loft before the 
other plaver can touch him with the stick, he is 
obliged to take his tuni in the center, and call 
upon the players in the mme manner. All persons 
in the ring must keep hold of hands, so to leave 
open only the place the players have run out. and 
to w’hich they must return after running com¬ 
pletely round the out.^ide of the circle. This 

t ame always makes fun, as it i^ very hard to 
ecide upon the right thing, when suddenly 
called upon, and cajntal exercise for mind and 
body are combined in it. 

Twelve hours later w e find the older members 
of the party seated on the rocks at the top of the 
chasm, enjoying the splendor of the ocean by 
moonlight. The grandeur of the place and its 
surroundings inspire their imaginations, and 
they are playing “ Improvisatore. ’ 

One of them selects the subject and title of a 
story, and proceeds to tell it, making it as full 
of interest as possible. WTien he pleases he is 
at liberty to call upon any of his listeners to take 
up the narrative, who must continue it for a 
while, and then call upon any one of the com¬ 
pany to proceed in the same manner. Thus, with 
constant changes of narrator, the story goes on, 
to the great amusement of all. A little practice 
will make this game very easy and charming. 

O. B. Bartlett. 


PRIZE TRANSLATION OF THE PICTURE 
STORY IN AUGUST NUMBER. 

BY ALIOS A. STRXXPXB, AGBD TWBLVB TEAB8. 

The first CiGAB.-lt was a beautlfW spring morn¬ 
ing. Benny’s mother had dressed him neat and clean, 
and sent him in the garden to play, thinking he w;puld 
be safe and happy among the birdawnd flow ers. Soon 
Tom, their neighbor’s son, came up to the gate smok¬ 
ing a cigar. He was an idle, bad boy. Now. he w'ant- 
ed money to buy his cigars. He knew Benny was 
saving money to pay for The Little Corporal, so 
he asked Benny to buy a cigar. Benny said no. at 
first, for he knew it would grieve his mother; but Tona 
told him that his mother would not know it; tliat 
other little boys smoked, and that it made men of 
them. So silly Benny an back to the house, and went 
slyly Into the room where the money was, mounted a 
stool, shook all the money out of his bank, ran back 
to Tom, and gave it all for the cigar, thinking, per¬ 
haps, it was worth all the money to be a man. Tlie 
next thing was howto smoke it. Look at him. boys, 
who want to be men, as he sits behind the hous^ 
smoking the filthy thing, thinking to deceive his good 
mother. But good mothers have a keen sense of 
smell, and also,1ike my hen. Speckle, when she hjw a 
brocm, arc always on tne watch lor hawks. Slie laid 
down her work, put her head out of the window, and 
called Benny; but no Benny answered. She then 
came out, and met him. with the clear behind him, 
and his poor little head down. Helopk^ sick and 
ashamed. See him, boys. Does he look like a man. 


Private Queer wishes to remind the boys and 
girls not to forget the Knapsack department of 
Corporal. Enigmas, charades, rebuses, 
etc., are always acct^table. Send us something 
new, fi^sh, and good. 


No. 96.— CHARADE. Two Words. 

In English. If, thrown from my hand, it should 
enter your eye. 

It would pain and annoy with its smart. 

In LcUin. If, thrown IlDm my lips, to your ear n 
should fly, 

I hope it would gladden your heart. 

In English, two words, and a thing very small; 
In Latin, two, dearest to lovers of all. 

M. B. C. S. 


No. 27 .—ENIGMA. 

Who is a famous comb maker, and also a sting¬ 
ing reprover of the idle ? F. R. F. 
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No. 28.—CHARADE. 

I am composed of ten letters, of which the 
first, second, and third speH the Latin for for; 
the fourth and fifth make a personal pronoun of 
the singular number; the sixth, seventh, and 
eighth mean definite; and the ninth and tenth 
compose a pronoun of the objective case; while 
my whole is the name of the man who discovered 
the use of flints in striking fire, 1715 years B. C.; 
and who was said to have stolen the fire thus 
produced from heaven. F. R. F. 


No. 29.—ENIGMA. 

My first is a simple little Instrument, the use 
of which has brought the world to its present ad¬ 
vanced state of civilization, but, though capable 
of so much service, is useless until given to my 
second. Mv third is the glorv of the sea, which, 
at the bidding of my second, makes the whole 
world partakers of the work of my first. Great 
excellence In my whole every boy and girl should 
strive to attain. F. G. M. 


No. 80.-ENIGMA. 

A lady asked a gentleman how old he was, to 
w’hich he replied, “ What you do in everything.’’ 
What was his answer? and what his age?" • 

F.R.F 


No. 81.-ACROSTICAL ENIG>LA.. 

Place together the initials of the following: 

An unfortunate Queen of Scotland, 

A prominent Roman general. 

An ambitious warrior and king, 

A celebrated Queen of England, and, 

A pleasure boat. 

And make the name of an article used by all na> 
tions, and an absolute necessity of life. 

F. R. F. 


ANSWERS TO CHARADES, ETC., SEPT. NO. 

No. 18.—Mu-slc. No. 19.—CTiarr/de.—Whip- 
poor-will. No.20.—In-iell-i-gent. No. il.— 
C%ar«d«.—Morning mist. No. 22.—Frank¬ 
lin. No. 23.—Cftarorfe.—Da-vy. (Sir Humphrey Davy.) 
No. 24.—Pwaz/e.-One word. 


TRANSLATION OF PICTURE STORY NO. 25. 

(Skk SxpTsifBKR Number.) 

How Billy Kindled tub Fire.— It was a chilly 
November afternoon, and Billy Brown’s mother tiad 
lust come home very tired. “ Now, Billy,” said she, 

you light the fire and put on the teakettle, and we'll 
. have some supper.” And as Billy rushed toward the 
\ woodshed, she added, smiling at her hasty, little boy, 
•* And don't be breaking your neck, and burning your¬ 
self with the matches.’^ •* No’m,” shouted Billy, from 
the depths of the woodshed, and In a moment came 
back with an armful of kindlings, all of which he put 
In the stove, besides as much coal as It would hold. 
He was hungry, for he had been playing In the cool 
air all the aiTemoon. So he wanted the fire to burn 
right away. and. alter lighting It with a match, be 
blew in It, but it didn’t maze up as he thought it 
should, but only flickered with a little bit of a yellow 
flame. I’m sure Billy knew better, but he didn’t stop 
to think, so he hastily took a chair, and reached down 
the kerosene can from the top shelf of the kltcbea 
cupboard, and going back to the stove, poured some 
oil over the coal and kindling wood. I don’t know 
bow much he would have poured on. if something 
hadn’t happened. The oil suddenly blazed up into bis 
face, burning It dreadfully, and in a moment his hair 
and his clothes were on Are, and he ran screaming into 
the sitting room. His mother, who was resting herself 
In the rocking chair, sprang up, and threw her great 
cloak around Billy, and flung him to the floor, and 
there rolled him over and over till the fire was all put 
out. Poor Billy was covered with burns, aud with 
bruises from being rolled so hard, and his mother 
helped him to bed, and bound up his face and his 
bands, and cut off his singed hair, and watched over 
him tenderly for several days. The oil In the kitchen 
stove burned out In a few minutes, and, strangely 
enough, did not set the house on lire. As Billy was a 
hardy little boy, he soon got as well and as lively as 
ever, althongh 1 do think ne was not quite so careless 
as before. E. K, 


No. 32.—A PICTURE STORY. -Obeying Orders. 



The Reading will be given In the next number. W. C. 
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THE LITTLE CORPORAL 

JOHN" E. MILLER, 

PUBLISHSB AND PHOPBIBTOR, 

No. 6 Cnatont Honae Place, Cbicnco, 111. 


jy All articles In “Thk Little Corporal” are 
written especially for It, and paid for at good prices. 
Though copyrighted, our editorial friends may copy 
Into their papers, If they will. In every case, give credit 
to The Little Corporal. This notice Is Inserted be¬ 
cause many articles have been copied without credit. 

HOW TO REMIT. 

Checks on Chicago, Philadelphia. New York City, or 
Boston banks are best for large sums, made payable to 
the oitler of JOHN E. MILLER. 

Post Offlce money orders may be obtained at nearly 
every county seat, in all the cities, and In many of the 
large towns. We consider tliein perfectly safe, and 
the best means of remitting fifty dollars or less, as 
thousands have been sent to us >cUhont uny Iohh. 

Registered lettei-s, under the new system, are a veiy 
safe means of sending small sums of money, where r. 
O. Money Orders cannot be easily obtained. Obfterre 
the RfgUtry ns well as postage, must be fxiUl in 
stanui^, at the otlice where the letter Is mailed, or it 
will De liable to be sent to the Dead Letter Office. 
Huy and affix the etaniipf both far parage and registry, 
put in the money and fsud the letter in the presence of 
the potamaster, ami take his receipt for it. Letters sent-^ 
In this way to us are at our risk. 

Where you arc sendlngonerfo//<Trawd« half or less, 
you may send greenbacKs at our risk; where more 
than that sum Is sent, either of alwve ways will be safe. 


THE POSTAGE on The Little Corporal Is three 
cents a quarter, or 12 cents a year, payable quarterly 
at the P. O. where the magazine Is received. 


1 » “T S3. 

Begin Your Clnbs Now!! 

fifteen months fob $1.50. V 

October, November, and Decem¬ 
ber Numbers Free to all 
New Subscribers! 


Now is the time to be^n to raise a club 
for next year; and as a special inducement 
for people to subscribe now, we offer to send 
the last three numbers of this year free to 
all new subscribers for 18T2, if they will ask 
for thrai at the time of subsenbiny ; otherwise 
the names will be entered to begin with July. 
This offer will hold good till the first day of 
November, and it is important that you 
begin now, so that yon may have time 
enough to get up a large club, and secure a 
good premium, before the mouth has expired. 


OUR NEW PREMIUM LIST. 

In another place you will find onr new 
List of Premiums. We offer many new 
prizes, articles useful and valuable, needed 
in every family, wbieh if bought would cost 
money, but which any person can obtain by 


a few hours’ w'ork of canvassing for sub¬ 
scribers to The Little Corporal. Every 
subscriber can procure one of these premi¬ 
ums, either for his own use or to dispose of 
to someone else for cash, thus making better 
wages than at any other kind of labor. 

Begin the work of canvassing now, as the 
offer of the extra numbers will make it easy 
to get subscribers, and you can get a larger 
club and a more valuable premium. 


EXTRA NUMBERS. 

To those who desire to raise a club, we 
will send a package •f ten copies of The 
Corporal, upon \ » '>t of ten cents to 

prepay postage, ’ jau can distribute 
among your friends, who you think would be 
likely to subscribe, and let them examine 
them for a day or two, and then go around 
and solicit their subscriptions and gather up 
the numbers, and distribute again. In this 
way you can give each one a chance to 
examine the magazine before subscribing, 
and you will get their names more easily. 
We want every parent should see and read 
at least one number of The Corporal, for 
w'e think when they once become acquainted 
with its character, they will be almost sure 
to subscribe for it. Send for the extra num¬ 
bers, and try it in your neighborhood. 


LOST NUMBERS. 

If you fall to receive The Corporal for 
any month, please let us know. The mails 
sometimes fail, and we want to make good 
all such losses. If you wear out your num¬ 
ber canvassing with it, send a stamp and tell 
us what number it is, and we will send you 
another one. Subscribers changing their 
place of residence, and neglecting to inform 
us of any change required in the dh*ection of 
the magazine until several numbers are lost, 
must not expect us to make good the loss, 
as we mall every number to the address as 
given, until a change is ordered. 


TERMS $1.50 A YEAR. 

Persons acting as agents are not autliorized 
to take subscriptions to The Little Corpo¬ 
ral at less than our published price, One 
Dollar and Fifty Cents a year. Anybody 
offering the magazine for less than the regu¬ 
lar price, does so at his own risk, for we 
require in every instance the full price, $1.50 
a year, or 75 cents for six months. 
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AGENTS WANTED. 


THE PRIZE PICTURE STORY. 


We want an agent in every town and 
neighborhood, to raise a club for The Cor¬ 
poral. There is scarcely a post office in 
the land where an active canvasser cannot 
secure a club of at least ten names in a short 
time, and earn a good premium. We have 
sent many beautiful premiums to jicrsons 
who procured the required number of sub¬ 
scribers in a few hours’ time. Begin now, 
and don’t give up until you have secured 
the name of every boy and girl in your 
neighborhood, for The Corporal for next 
year. 

Persons who wish to canvass for The Cor¬ 
poral, and the chromo. Red Ridinghood and 
the Wolf, on cash commission, or salary, 
will apply to the Index Co., of this city, who 
are our regular, authorized agents. No agent 
of the above company, or claiming to be 
such, is authorized to receive money for 
The Corporal, or the chromo, until he has 
first delivered a receipt bearing the/ac sim¬ 
ile signature of the publisher of The Corpo¬ 
ral. Persons out of employment, and who 
would like to engage in canvassing as a busi¬ 
ness, will do well to correspond with the 
above parties for terms, etc. Address Index 
Co., Chicago, Ill. 


Tommy’s Week.— This charming little 
book is meeting with a rapid sale. Those 
who have read these ptories in The Little 
Corporal, will want to have them in a col¬ 
lected form, for better preservation, or for 
presentation to some little friends. The 
portrait of Tommy is good, and you will be 
pleased to know just how he looks. Price, 
80 cents a copy, ix>stpald. 


THE CORPORAL IN CLUB WITH 
OTHER PERIODICALS. 

In connection with our Premium List, we 
give terms for clubbing The Corporal with 
other publications, at rates so exceedingly 
liberal that those who are subscribers to any 
of the periodicals on our club list will save 
money by subscribing for them in club with 
The Corporal. 

We would call special attention to the 
terms of The Corporal in club with The 
Nurnery^ the most charming magazine for the 
youngest readers published in this country. 
We will send The Nursery and The Corpo¬ 
ral, when ordered at the same time, the 
two for $2.25 a year, with extra numbers to 
new subscribers. Send your names to this 
oflftce. 


We found it no easy task to choose among 
the many excellent translations of the Pic¬ 
ture Stor>', but having taken into considera¬ 
tion brevity, penmanship, si>elling, and the 
age of the writers, we decide that Alice M. 
Streeper, aged 12 years, of Chillicothe, Ohio, 
is entitled to the first prize, and Daisy Skene, 
of Louisville, Kentucky, aged 14 years, to 
the second. 

And, in our regret that neither prize 
should have fallen to the boys, w'c have con¬ 
cluded to give a third prize, of the smaller 
chromo, to Henry West, Louisiana, Missouri, 
age 7 years, for the best of several very 
neatly printed translations from the boys. 
We also give the names of some others, who 
sent translations worthy of honorable men¬ 
tion. 

Henry Arnold, Foster Center, R. I., age 16. 
Albert Loomis, Waltham, Mass., age 6. 

Victor Mulford, Philadelphia, Pa., age 10. 

Mary O. Wood, Madison, Ind., age 7. 

Lillie Dixon, Omaha, Neb., age 11. 

Harry Hoyne, Portland, Oregon, age 6. 


Ths Chicago Maoaziks of Fashiox, edited by 
Mrs. M. L. Rayne, Is rapidly winning an honorable 
position among publications of its class. The typog¬ 
raphy Is good, the literary matter excellent, and. In 
matters of dress and fashion, It takes the commend¬ 
able stand of furnishing reliable Information to work¬ 
ers at home, without attempting to be a guide for 
milliners and dressmakers. It Is an excellent maga¬ 
zine, and we heartily recommend it as a real helper in 
every hoosebold. It Is published by Mrs. M. L. Rayne, 
Chicago, at |3i)0 per year. 


The Labozst Newspaper Mail which goes to any 
one firm In this country, is received by Geo. P Rowell 
& Co., the New York Advertising Agents. Tlielr 
place of business Is at No. 40 Park Row, New York. 


CONTENTS FOR OCTOBER. 

The Rescue.. Mn. E. D. KendaU. lOO 

The Little Girl who didn’t like to Thread Needles. 

Annie Clyde. 112 

Summer Days at Kirkwood. 

Mrs. Emily Hwitincdon MUler. lU 

How to Become an Artist. P. f^she Reed. 119 

Aunt Vinegar’s Visit. Susan Coondye. 121 

Bound logo Ahead. W. O. C. 123 

The Big Kettle with two Ears. Olive Thrn'ne. 125 

Pedro, the Barrllero. A. E. H. \r» 

Lilies of the Valley. Mary E. C. Wyeth. I2S 

Art Amusements. Martha Powell £hirU. 130 

How Furr>’ Purry became *‘Gold Elsie”. 

Mary Spnuy Walker. lJU 

Journey with the Swallows. Madge Tot belt. i:s 

Editorial. 13T 

Prudy’s Pocket. 139 

Prlvrfie Queer's Knapsack. Ul 

Pnbllsher’s Department. 113 

Poetry— 

Autura Leaves. .Mrs. Emily Huniingtyn MtVer. 112 

Little Bess. Jennie Joy. 118 

Thistle Down. Caro M. Woodteard. 120 

Flight of the Birds. Henry GlUman. 124 

What will the Baby be?. M. H. K. 

Illustbattons— 

Autumn Leaves—Frontispiece. 

The Raft. 110 

Flight of the Birds. 121 

Feeding Kitty. l:B 

Picture Story. It2 
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Illustrated Monthly Magazine, for Boys and Girls, 
and Older People who have Young Hearts, 

SUPPLEMENT NUMBER FOR NOVEMBER, 1871. 


THE GREAT CONFLAGRATION. 


I N the great conflagration of October 8 
and 9, which laid waste the entire bu»i- 
ne.ss part of the city of Chicago, The 
Little Cortoral Publishing House was 
also destroyed, with all its contents, include 
ing all our printing material, presses, elec¬ 
trotype plates; all the back numbers on 
hand from the commencement of the Cor¬ 
poral down to the number for November, 
which was all r^y and partly printed. 
Notwithstanding this terrible Baptism of 
Fire, the Little Corporal still lives, 
and- the number for December will appear 
early in November, more charming and bril- 
Imnt than ever. Mrs. Miller will rewrite the 
November chapter of “Summer Days at 
Kirkwood,and The Corporal’s most fa¬ 
vorite writers will contribute articles for this 
number. It will be extra large, containing 
about double the usual number of pages, so as 
to make up to our readers partly for the loss of 
the November number. We are determined 
that, though we have suffered a great loss, 
financially, our subscribers shall have a full 
equivalent for all that we have promised, so 
far as it shall be in our power to furnish. 

We send you this sheet to inform you of 
our great calamity, and to make known our 
plans for the future, and to ask you to con¬ 
tinue your aid now, in a time of great 
need. The many thousands of the friends 
of The Little Corporal will surely not 
forsake us now, but will, we trust, all send 
in their names for next year, accompanied 


by others, so that instead of our list falling 
off it shall be greatly increased. We have, 
both editor and publisher, just as brave 
hearts and i^illing hands for this good work 
as ever before, and all that we ask is that our 
fi-iends will stand by us now, and The Lit¬ 
tle Corporal shall rise from the ashes, 
stronger, better, and more attractive than 
ever. 

No Saotle Nuhbers. 

As all the back numbers were destroyed, 
we shall not be able to send any sample 
copies, nor shall we be able to print any 
more, as the electrotype plates were also de¬ 
stroyed. We shall, however, soon have the 
December number ready, of which we shall 
print a large edition, so as to be able to sup¬ 
ply all demands from those who may wish 
to have extra copies for canvaiising. 

Premium List. 

We shall be obliged ,to revise our list of 
premiums, as you vrill see announced in 
another place, some of our choicest and 
most popular premiums have been destroyed 
by the fire. We will republish the list in 
the December number, and in the meantime 
you can use the list in the October number. 
We shall add new articles to take the place 
of those taken off. Go on with your clubs, 
and don’t stop with two or three names, but 
aim high, and Jf you finally don’t get die 
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required number for a large premium, you 
can select one of less value. 

Premiums Burned. * 

The things that were lost in the fire, and 
which we can not at present replace, are as 
follows; 

The chromo. Red Ridinghood and the 
Wolf. 

The chromo. Restored. 

The steel engraving. Heavenly Cherubs. 

The steel engraving, Lincoln and his Son. 

The Royal Road to Fortune. 

Reed’s Drawing Lessons. 

The Pocket Scripture Atlas. 

Tommy’s Week. 

The Silver Bells. 

A few of the above are not on the list of 
premiums, but we enumerate them here be¬ 
cause we can not fill orders for them. The 
original painting of Red Ridinghood and 
the Wolf was also destroyed, so that the ar¬ 
tists will never be able to reproduce the 
chromo from the original. 

In Club with other Periodicals. 

We will send The Corporal in club 
with other periodicals named below at the 
rates given with each periodical. We must 
receive, at the same time, one subscriber for 
The Corporal for each copy of any other 
publication named on the list. They need 
not both be sent to the same office nor to the 
same person. Names for The Corporal, 
in club with other periodical, can not count 
in club for premiums, 

HONTULIRS. 

Atlantic Monthly, $4, A The Corporal, both 1 y. $4 50 


Harper’s “ $4, “ The Corporal, “ 4 50 

Uulaxy, $4, “ The Corporal, “ 4 50 

Scribner’s M’thly, $8 “ The Corporal, « 3 50 

TheNursery,*! 50 “ The Corporal, “ 2 25 

Am. Ag’cult’ri8t,$l 50 “ The Corporal, “ 2 25 

Sch’l hestiyahquat’ly “ The Corporal, “ 1 80 

WBRKLIB8. 

Harper’s Weekly, $4, A The Corporal, “ 4 50 

Harper’s Bazar, 34, “ The Corporal, “ 4 50 

Hearth and Home, |3 “ The Corporal, “ 3 50 

The Advance, $2 50, “ The Corporal, “ 3 25 

The Interior, $2 60, “ The Corporal, “ 8 25 

Toledo Blade, $2, “ The Corporal, “ 2 50 

Cin’tl Weekly Times “ The Corporal, “ 2 50 

Rural N. Yorker, $8, “ The Corporal, “ 3 50 

N. Y W’klrTrib’ne $2 “ The Corporal, “ 2 50 

Western Rural, $2, “ The Corporal, 3 00 

Prairie Farmer, $2, “ The Corporal, ** 3 00 


To Our Contributors. 

We regret that any share of our loss must 
fall upon others, but, unfortunately, a good 
many manuscripts were destroyed, with the 
rest of the contents of the office. The No¬ 
vember number, which was an unusually fine 
one, can not be replaced, unless some of the 
contributors, whose articles were contained 
in it, may be fortunate enough to have re¬ 
tained copies. 

The prize manuscripts had all been ex¬ 
amined, and the four best ones, selected for 
final deci.sion, were, rao.st fortunately, out of 
the city in the hands of a member of the 
committee. The remainder were burned in 
the safe, which, in this case, proved unsafe. 
Some of our very best stories and poems 
were in the hands of engravers for illustra¬ 
tions, and were burned. Our frontispiece for 
December, one of Lauderbach’s finest en¬ 
gravings, and its accompanying story by 
Helen C. Weeks, was burned. We have at 
our residence a very few manuscripts, but 
these are all that are left. From every di¬ 
rection words of sympathy and encourage¬ 
ment are pouring in upon us, and as we can 
not make a personal response to all, we take 
this opportunity of thanking our friends for 
their kind words and wi.shes, and assuring 
them that The Little Corporal has no 
thought of striking his colors, but calls on 
all his brave-hearted soldiers to rally around 
him and help him win new victories. The 
prize story will be announced in the Decem¬ 
ber number and commenced in January, 
and many new and attractive features will 
be added to the magazine. If our friends 
will sustain us by their subscriptions, we are 
confident of our success in making The 
Corporal better than ever before. 

A Final Word. 

Now, gooil friends, as you have looked thi.s 
little sheet all through and have learned of 
the calamity befallen your Little Corpo¬ 
ral, will you not, before you shall forget it, 
sit down and write me a letter inclosing 
your .subscription for next year, and thus 
as.sure the contitiuance of the magazine to 
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you for another year ? Don’t wait until De¬ 
cember or January until you decide whether 
you will take it another year, but do it at 
once, as it will be a great help to us now to 
have you renew. Send us one or two more 
new subscribers, if you can secure them in 
your neighborhood. 

Perhaps no one among you can do your 
neighbors and friends so much good in any 
other way as by inducing them to subscribe 
for a good magazine, which shall silently 
and constantly instill into their minds good 
lessons all through the year. The aim of 
The Little Corporal is not only to 
amuse and interest its readers, but to in¬ 
struct, elevate, and purify; to cultivate in 
them a taste for reading good and useful 
books, instead of the sensational and worth¬ 
less trash now so widely scattered abroad in 
the land. 

Your effort may cause this magazine to go 
into tlie hands of some who may be taught 
to become wiser, nobler, and better, and 
learn for all their lives to ‘‘Fight against 
Wrong, and for the Good, the True, and 
the Beautiful.” Will you try ? 

JOHN E. MILLER, 

Publisher cf The Little Corporal, 
Chicagoj III, 


BIRDS AND THEIR WAYS, 

BY MRS. PARIZADE V. HATHAWAY. 

T he little Snowbird does not wait, as 
the Snow Bunting, the Lapland Long- 
spur, and many other of our winter 
friends do, until the days of ice and snow, 
but he comes to us in the golden haze of Oc¬ 
tober. You will generally find him among 
weeds and low trees. He has an ashy block 
coat, a white under-garment, and two pure 
white feathers and another partly white in 
each side of his tail. When he flies, these 
white feathers are very conspicuous. He 
greets us with a lively little “chip!” or with 
his trill, which sounds something like “Chi¬ 
chi-chi-chi-chip, chi-chi-chi-chi-chi p.” 

A part of the snowbirds have spent the 
summer and reared their young among the 
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eastern 'and northern mountains of the 
United States. Others have been to British 
America; some of these as far north as the 
Arctic circle. There the modest nests were 
made upon the ground, the white eggs spot¬ 
ted with reddish laid, and the little ones 
brought up. It is a long journey to reach 
their winter quarters in the United States. 
Look at the bird, only six and a quarter 
inches long, and at the wings only three inches 
long. But the little body is full of restless 
life and vigor; he takes his journeys lightly, 
resting now and then a few days in quiet 
places where food is plenty, and arrives 
among us as plump and bright-eyed as bird 
could wish to be. 

When the winter days are cold, and the 
weeds so deeply covered with snow that their 
seeds can not be obtained, the snowbirds are 
often seen around the barn looking for grass 
seeds, or about the house-door picking up 
crumbs. 

The male has a sweet strain that he often 
sings in March and April. It is low and 
somewhat broken, and very different from 
his trilling or vibratory notes. The snow¬ 
bird lives upon seeds and insects, and be¬ 
longs to the family of the sparrows. 

“Tchip, te-wit, te-wit, te-weet, tweet!” 
comes from the willows in the creek hollow, 
and the brown weeds there look browner 
still with (he brown-shaded backs of the trea 
sparrows. Their wings are brown, varied 
with black and white, their crowns chestnut^ 
the sides of their heads and necks ash, and 
there is a dark spot that you could cover 
with the end of one of your fingers in the 
center of their whitish breasts. 

The tree sparrow flies down from the 
northland in late October, and, like the 
brown leaves of the forest, drops into warm, 
quiet spots. His presende is as cheerful as 
the sunlight, and all through the long cold 
winter he makes the days glad to me. At 
the first breath of spring a song fills his 
throat. Sitting in large numbers on the 
branches of the trees in the warm sun, some¬ 
times half a dozen are singing at once, 
“ E-chee, chiv, chiv, chiv-a-wait, wait, wait.” 
The voice is pure and silvery, and seems a 
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natural part of the clear, crisp air still full 
of the frosts of winter. I have heard this 
song even in January. 

One day in spring, just as the creek was 
throwing off his icy overcoat, I saw one of 
these birds perched on a willow stem which 
formed a bridge across the creek at the sur- 
liace of the water. He hopped down upon 
another stem that lay an inch or so deep in 
the water, immersed his head and shoulders, 
and shook himself smartly. Then raising 
hhi head, he dropped his tail into the water 
and made the bright drops tiy over liim. 
He then hopped upon his willow bridge, 
ruffed up his feathers, shook them thor¬ 
oughly and adjusted them carefully, seem¬ 
ing highly pleased with his ice-cold bath. 

All winter, after each fresh snow which 
has thawed slightly at the top, its surface 
around our cribs and among the weeds is 
covered with the delicate quilting of his lit¬ 
tle tracks. Here are two tracks side by side; 
a few inches away two more; each hop has 
left its mark in tiny footprints. 

When May comes, bringing with it the 
rich voices of the wood-thrush and the rose- 
breasted grosbeak, I hear the little tree spar¬ 
row no more; he has flown away. 


THREE HUNDRED YEARS 
AGO. 

BY MRS. FANNIE R. FEUDGE. 

H OW many of the Little Corpokal^s 
“Grand Army” know any thing 
about the sort of houses that their 
great, great, great-grandfathers and mothers 
used to live in ? Some of you children will 
find it hard to believe that even rich people, 
three hundred years ago, lived in mud huUy 
while, kings and cardinals knew nothing of 
the luxury of glazed windows and ele- 
gantly^fumished dwellings, even in beauti¬ 
ful, wealthy England, whenee many of our 
ancestors came; and from which not only 
our language, but nearly all our laws and 
customs, were derived. In the rich enjoy¬ 
ment of the cheery comfort of our modern 
homes, we fail to realize the utter dreari¬ 


ness that characterized the rude abodes of 
our ancestors only a few centuries back. 
How wretchedly forlorn look the uncouth 
cots of three centuries agone, built in what 
has been exprefifeively termed the “wattle 
and dab style” of architecture, with their 
brown mud walls, their poverty of orna¬ 
ment, and scantiness of the coarse furniture. 
How strikingly in contrast with our commo¬ 
dious houses, their neat and elegant appoint¬ 
ments, their “modern improvements” to 
lessen labor and increase the comfort of the 
inmates, our luxurious beds, sofUy-cushioned 
furniture, downy carpets and elegant dra¬ 
peries, our cosy fireplaces, mellow gas-lights, 
and the thousand nameless elegancies that 
beautify the dwellings not only of the rich, 
but are, in our day, widely diffused among 
all classes of the community. 

The march of improvement is no less ap¬ 
parent in dress and diet; for we are told by 
veritable historians that the “tliird Henry 
was the fint English King who ever wore a 
shirt and even the voluptuous Henry 
VIII. .knew nothing of the luxury of stoc^k- 
ings, their place being supplied by “cloth 
hose,” not unlike the Chinese stockings of 
the present day, which are simply ill-shapen 
bags for the feety composed of unbleached 
shirting. This possessing no elasticity, the 
“bags” can not of course be fitted to the 
foot, but must be made double the size of 
an ordinary stocking in order to be pulled 
on and off with ease. Another proof of the 
rudeness of the times agone is found in the 
charge brought against the elegant, ease- 
loving Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
that “he had the floor of his dining-room 
strewn with clean straw or hay every morn¬ 
ing in winter, and with fresh bulrushes or 
green branches each day in summer, in or¬ 
der that such of the knights that came to 
dine with him as could not find room on the 
benches might sit down and eat comfortably 
OB the floor.” The royal bed of even the 
third Henry consisted merely of a litter of 
loose rushes and heather, without the refine¬ 
ment of sheets, pillows, or counterpanes; 
nor was it until the close of the fifteenth 
century that straw was discarded from the 
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sleeping apartments of the monarchs of En¬ 
gland. 

It was a whole century later that witnessed 
the introduction of the first forks at the ta¬ 
bles of even the most refined society of Great 
Britain, their use having been borrowed 
from Venice about the year 1608; and this 
simple utensil is described as “an instru¬ 
ment to hold meat provided for each person 
at dinner, it being considered by the refined 
Venetians as ill-mannered to touch the 
viands with the fingere.’^ Chimneys 'were 
unknown in England before the thirteenth 
century, and previous to that period the logs 
were kindled on a stone in the center of the 
main apartments, while the smoke was al¬ 
lowed egress through a hole in the roof; and 
houses were lighted by splinters of fatted 
wood or pans of burning grease. 

The manufacture of glass was introduced 
into England in 1557, plates of horn being 
made to supply its place till then. Kude 
wooden bowls and platters, and a sort of 
rough, unglazed crockery about as elegant 
as roofing tiles, were all the table-ware 
known in England till the art of glazing 
crockery was discovered by Palissy, about 
the middle of the sixteenth century. Those 
were emphatically the days of straw beds 
and bare floors, of smoky ceilings and un¬ 
glazed windows; days of leathern doublets 
in place of linen shirts, of wooden shoes 
and no stockings; while such indispensables 
in our day as forks and glasses, watches, bon¬ 
nets, books, coaches, and even soap, were al¬ 
most unknown. 

Besides this, fruits and flowers were rare 
and costly luxuries, scantily enjoyed even by 
the rich. English men and women had not 
yet learned to indulge in tea and coffee¬ 
drinking. Yeast for bread was not brought 
into requisition until the year 1634; and 
previous to the reign of James the First the 
staple' bread of the country was a coarse, un¬ 
leavened, black mass of barley-meal, an un¬ 
attractive and indigestible diet that would 
scarce be tolerated in. our day of epicurean 
tastes by even the poorest. Cabbies and 
salads were introduced from Flanders as late 
as 1520, while even in the reign of Charles 
II. cauliflowers (“Queen of Vegetables,*’ as I 


they were then called) were too rare and 
expensive an article of diet to be sold in the 
markets. At the beginning of the seven¬ 
teenth century few people knew even the 
taste of beans, peas, or lettuce; and nearly 
all of our common fruits were in England 
unheard-of delicacies till fifteen hundred 
years after the Christian Era. Apples were 
introduced from Syria in 1525; strawberries 
from Flanders in 1530; gooseberries from 
the same country a few years later; currants 
from Corinth in 1533; pears from China and 
Continental Europe in 1562; plums from 
Damascus in 1596, and walnuts from Amer¬ 
ica in 1629. Most of our garden flowers were 
brought to England from various lands dur¬ 
ing the reigns of Henry VIII. and his three 
children who succeeded him. 

England had her first carriage in 1553, 
her first hackney coach in 1650, her first 
mail-coach in 1784, and her first watch in 
1658; while it was only in the years 1641 
and 1666, respectively, that, tea and coffee 
came into general use by our English ances¬ 
tors. Gas-lights came in a century and a 
half later. The inventor was a Frenchman, 
an engineer of roads and bridges, by name 
Phillippe Le Bon, who in 1785 adopted the 
idea of using, for purposes of illumination, 
the gases distilled during the combustion of 
wood. He labored for a long time in the 
attempt to perfect his crude invention, and 
it was not until the year 1800 that he took 
out a patent. In 1816 the first use was made 
of gas in London, and in 1818 this inven¬ 
tion, really of French origin, was first ap¬ 
plied in France. 

Thus it will be seen that for our English 
ancestors the age of comfort, the golden age 
of refined civilization, had its birth about the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, as the 
fifteenth gave us the priceless invention of 
printing. How rapid has been the growth 
and development of the last three or four 
hundred vears, till it has passed into a 
proverb, tnat in no other language, and by 
no other people, in the wide world, is the 
word comfort so thoroughly understood as 
the English; and we live in an age of lux¬ 
ury that renders it difficult for us even to 
comprehend the inconveniences and hard¬ 
ships of our ancestors only three hundred 
years ago. 
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LITTLE WARRIORS. 

BY OLIVE THORNE. 

ERHAPS you think such tiny creatures 
as insects are very helpless, and you 
would laugh at the idea that one of 
them could shoot guns at you. 

But you needn't laugh, for it is true. And 
a funny little fellow he is, too. He is a bee¬ 
tle, and is called—from his shooting propensi¬ 
ties—the Bonihardier Beetle. 

Though he makes a loud explosion, and a 
blue smoke, exactly like a tiny gun, he don’t 
send out balls, or even shot, but a bad-smell- 
ing fluid, that causes a burning feeling where 
it hits, and undoubtedly is very severe to his 
small enemies. At any rate it (ikrives them 
away. 

Most of these little creatures have weapons 
to defend themselves against their insect ene¬ 
mies, and some have weapons strong enough 
to protect them from boys, and even men. 

The wasp and hornet are perfectly safe, 
with their powerful stings^ you know. And 
our little atom of a bug has a sting that will 
make a man lose his senses in five minutes, 
and make him so ill as nearly to kill him. 

Would you like to see an insect that carries 
a double whip, and lashes it furiously around 
to keep off* flies and other troublesome crea¬ 
tures ? You have only to catch a puss-moth 
(no relation to your pussycat), and you’ll see 
the little whipper. 

It is really wonderful what brave little war¬ 
riors these tiny items are. 

A bee, or even an ant, will not hesitate to 
attack an elephant if he thinks his rights are 
trampled upon. And, by the way, an army 
of ants can kill largo animals, even men, if 
their hands are tied so they can’t defend them¬ 
selves. 

The little warriors in the spider family are 
very spirited. They will show fight in an in¬ 
stant if a man interferes with their comfort. 

Not all these little creatures are fighters, 
however ; there are several other ways of pro¬ 
tecting themselves. One way is that taken by 
children who have done something naughty, 
and don’t want to be found out—to hide. 
Some of these hiders cover themselves with 
mud or sand, and when they keep still they 
^ook like tiny lumps of dirt. But the oddest 


of the hiding sort is a bug that sometimes 
gets into houses. 

If you want to know its name, it is Redu- 
viu8 Personatue, ^nd he isn’t half an inch long 
either. Arn’t you glad your name isn’t three 
times as long as you are ? 

But I didn't te)l you how he hides. He 
covers himself with dust of rooms, particles 
of carpet wool, and tiny threads of cotton 
and silk, till he looks like a walking dust 
heap, or an awful ugly spider ; but if he keeps 
still you can scarcely see him. 

Another, a tiny fly, with a long name, which 
I know you’ll never remember, so I’ll leave 
it in the grown-up books, hides himself under 
a high pile of the skins and down of the small¬ 
er insects he eats. As if you should cover 
yourself with sheep-skins after eating mutton. 
If you take off this odd coat, and put him 
under a glass, or where he can’t get insects to 
kill, he will dress himself in the first thing 
that presents, cipher silk or paper. He isn’t 
particular, if it’s only a good thick coat. 

You know how men will run away from 
a helpless little animal no bigger than your 
kitten, called a skunk, because of an unpleas¬ 
ant fashion he has of emptying perfume bags 
on them. Well, very little insects also have 
scent bags probably quite as offensive to their 
enemies. Some beautiful lace-winged flies 
smell so horrible that even naturalists, who 
handle bugs and spiders every day, hate to 
touch them. 

There are a great many insects who are not 
warriors, and who don’t hide, and have no 
scent bags to shoot at one. Don’t think they 
are defenseless, hoaever ; the very tiniest of 
them has some way to take care of himself. 

Many protect themselves by taking some 
peculiar position that makes them look like a 
stick or stone. 

One caterpillar, who lives on trees, if dis¬ 
turbed, will hold on with his two hind legs, and 
stick up the rest of his body in such a way 
that he looks exactly like a little twig. One 
gardener that I read of, attempted to pick off 
what he thought was a dead twig, but his cat- 
erpillarship having no desire to be picked off, 
came to life in the gardener’s hand, and fright¬ 
ened him so that he dropped it in horror. 

One little beetle will stiffen out as if dead, 
his legs as stiff as iron-ware. He thus escapes 
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being eaten by a bird, who don’t eat dead bugs. 
These bugs and spiders, who pretend to be 
dead, or “ play possum,” will keep up the 
play till the last breath. They may be torn 
to pieces, limb by limb, or burned by a slow 
fire, but not a sign or a quiver will they give. 
Poor little things I they seem to know that it 
is their only hope of escape. 

One little creature, when frightened, rolls 
himself into a ball. He happens to make a 
very pretty ball, for he is black and shiny, 
and has white stripes. 

1 read a story of a girl who was once walk¬ 
ing in a garden, when she chanced to disturb 
a family of these bugs. Of course they all 
became balls at once. The girl noticed them, 
and supposing they were beads of an unusu¬ 
ally pretty kind, she gathered a handful of 
them, carried them home and proceeded to 
string them. I^aturally the bugs objected to 
bein^ strung, and turned into bugs again in 
her hands. Probably she screamed and drop¬ 
ped them‘all on the floor; at any rate she 
never strung any live beads again. 

Some of these rolling up creatures look 
like little stones, and others like the black 
seeds of flowers. Caterpillars which roll up 
look like funny little hair balls, and it is al¬ 
most impossible to take them up, they slip 
through the fingers so easily. 

The very oddest insects that I ever heard of, 
are those that are dressed in disguise all their 
lives. One who lives in the black dirt, with 
patches of white sand in it, is himself black 
and white, just the color of his home, and can 
scarcely be seen in it. 

One of the specter families looks so much 
like a little stick that you would never be¬ 
lieve him to be alive unless you saw him run. 
He is long and thin, exactly like a twig, and 
his six legs are like smaller twigs.' His head 
looks like a kind of bud in the end, and his 
tail—well, his tail looks so much like his head 
that I could never tell which was which. He 
is such an odd-looking object that one hates 
to touch him, and I saw a gentleman try to 
catch one with a pair of scissors. Instead of 
catching him, alas I he cut him quite in two. 
Before we recovered from our horror, he ran 
away, the head end one way and the tail end 
the other way. I should, therefore, consider 
that he had two heads and no tail, but the wise 


men, who know more about it, say he has but 
one. This creature has funny names in differ¬ 
ent places. We used to call him “ knitting 
needles.” In Brazil he is called the “ devil’s 
horse,” and by some others “the walking- 
stick.” Being so light and having such long 
legs, he can run like the wind, and you’ll have 
to be lively if you catch him. 

Another family who dress in disguise are 
called Maniidm. They imitate dry leaves, 
and look so exactly like them, that even when 
they move one can hardly believe they are 
not dry leaves rustling along in the breeze* 
It looks funny enough to see a little leaf walk 
off. Some look like rose-colored flowers, and 
others like small red fruit. 

All that I have told you of, take care each 
one for himself. But have you ever read of 
wasps and bees, who live in families? They 
appoint sentinels, who keep watch all night as 
well as all day, to prevent any enemy from 
entering the house. If they have a very 
troublesome enemy, they build a thick wall 
over the door, leaving only a tiny hole for one 
of themselves to get out. Ants also close the 
doors to their homes at night by walling them 
up with sand so that no insect can get in. 


LITTLE MARGARET. 

BY M. E. N. HATHEWAY. 

Little Margaret I robed in white, 
There with folded hands she lies, 

Breathless silence on her lips. 

Deepest slumber on her eyes. 

Leaving earth with no regrets 
Clinging to her Heavenward feet, 

All that she has known of life 
Was to grow more fair and sweet. 

Yesterday she was our own. 

Ours to comfort, love and teach; 

Kow, she seems a wondrous star. 
Shining far beyond our reach. 

Lay the scattered toys aside, 

Fold the little clothes away; 

Smooth the empty cradle-bed, 

No more need^ day by day. 

Angels shall attend her now. 

With immortal food and rest; 

Leading her with tenderest care 
Through the gardens of the blessed. 
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THE GREAT FIRE. 

I T Beems hopeless to attempt to convey to 
our readers any idea of the extent of the 
ruin which has iallen upon our city. As 
we walk up and down the desolate region that 
but a few days ago was the magnificent busi¬ 
ness center of a populous city, tracing with 
difiiculty the well-known streets by the tot¬ 
tering fragments left here and there to tell 
the site of some splendid building, we feel 
that only those who see the Chicago of to¬ 
day and remember the Chicago of last week 
can comprehend the utter destruction. (The 
best we can do is to give a summary, mostly 
from our city papers, of the general extent 
of the conflagration.) The entire dty was 
like tinder, owing to the long drouth, and 
on the night of Saturday, the 7th of October, 
a fire broke out in the West Division, burn¬ 
ing over eighteen acres before it could 
checked. On Sunday evening, at 9 o^clock, 
the fire broke out afresh in a stable on the 
comer of De Koven and Twelfth Streets, in 
which a woman was milking a cow, the ani¬ 
mal kicking over and breaking a kerosene 
lamp. From this small beginning the great 
city has been laid in ruins. The fire began 
at 9 o’clock on Sunday evening, October 8, 
and raged with tinabat^ fury until Tuesday 
morning, October 10. The flames spread 
from house to house, from block to clock, 
from street to street, with a degree of rapid¬ 
ity that is incredible. It would seem as if a 
shower of fire from heaven had fallen upon 
that part of the city, or as if a hot and fiery 
wind from the clouds had swept down upon 
us.. 

The wind, which was very violent, was 
from the southwest, and of course the direc¬ 
tion of the confla^tion was northerly and 
northeasterly, and was irresistible in its 
progress. 

Not a more terrible calamity has ever 
overtaken any city in modem times. The 
number of buildings destroyed exceeds 
20,000. The amount of pro^rty destroyed 
will exceed $200,000,000. The number of 
miles in length of the scene of conflagration 
is about five, and its width ranges from a 
mile to half a mile. Not less than 2,500 
acres have been completely burned over. It 
is believed that not less than 600 lives have 
been lost—perhaps many more. 

The residents and occupants of buildings 
fled in terror from the rapidly sweeping 
ocean of flames. But few h^ time to save 


anything but their lives! Men, women, and 
children, in swarms, fled in terror before the 
oonflaffration, and never before, on the face 
of God’s earth, has such a spectacle of terror, 
agony, chaos and suffering been witnessed. 
Words are too weak to give the reader any¬ 
thing like a just idea of the horrible scene. 

’ The whole area burned over is not less 
than 2,500 acres, all of which was thickly 
covered with buildings. The South Divi.s- 
ion was literally packed witli great stone 
and brick edifices, including all the banks, 
all the great hotels, all the newspaper offices, 
all the places of amusement, all the public 
buildings, some of the princiml churches, 
and in fact the very heart and wealth and 
greatness of the city—all are now indistin- 
g^hable heaps of rubbish. The North 
Division was filled with business hou.ses, 
many fine residences, many manufactories, 
many fine churches, the City Water-Works, 
and about ten thousand smaller houses occu¬ 
pied by shops and residences—all tliese are 

J also now in mins. 

P The whole country, nay, the whole world, 
is alive to the extent of our Great Calamity, 
and contributions of money, food, clothing, 
etc., are coming in from all directions in 
vast quantities, and oiu* community is un¬ 
speakably grateful to the country at large 
for its prompt efforts to relieve the wants 
and snnerings of 100,000 homeless citizens. 

Such, in few words, have we tried to give 
our readers some idea of the extent of this 
terrible calamity which has fallen upon the 
great and beautiful city of Chicago. We 
have said nothing of the individual losses 
sustained, the danng and heroic attempts of 
persons to rescue life and property from the 
devouring flames; the suffering of nearly a 
hundred thousand of men, women and chil¬ 
dren, exposed to the flames, fleeing for shel¬ 
ter and passing the day and night in the 
open air, exhausted with fatigue and hunger; 
this part of the history of this fearful time 
no pen can describe. 

Our own home is in Evanston, a beautiful 
suburban village about twelve miles from 
the city, and we learned of the fire only on 
Monday morning, after our office had already 
been destroyed. Nothing was saved except 
our subscription list and books of accounts, 
which Mr. James Wilson, the mailing clerk, 
removed from the office when he saw that 
the building was already reached by the fire. 
But, as we have said in another place that, 
with brave hearts and willing hands, we 
shall go on with publishing The Little 
C oBPORAL, and, relying upon the help of 
our many thousands of friends throughout 
the world, we shall rise above the niini^ 
brighter and better than ever before. Good 
friends, will you stand by us ? 
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SUMMER DAYS AT KIRKWOOD. 

BT MRS. EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 
CHAPTER V. 


OOTOR GRAY came in 
lo dinner with so bright a 
face that ererj one felt 
sure he had some good news 
to tell. 

Something has happen¬ 
ed to my Doctor,” said 
Ruthie, patting his arm as 
she sat beside him; ** he's 
been so pale and tired, and 
now bis eyes *are full of 
happy,* as Joey says.” 

The Doctor only gave Ruthie a special 
smile, and went on with his carving.. 

^^Uncle Edward knows something good,” 
said Benny, eagerly. ** No#, you’ve got to 
tell.” 

“It is good for me,” said the Doctor^ qui¬ 
etly. **I have been feeling tired lately, and 
as if I must have rest. Now I’ve just heard 
that Dr. Parsons has come home, and I can 
be free for two or three weeks, 

“ And go camping,” interrupted Benny; 
“hurrah for camp I We'!! all turn into regu¬ 
lar wild Injuns.” 

I should think one of our party was be¬ 
having a good deal like a wild Indian now,” 
said mamma, with a grave look at Benny. 

“ Oh, Uncle Edward, excuse me,” said Ben¬ 
nie. “ I didn’t mean to interrupt you, but I’m 
so full qf tickle seems ef I should hunt'* 

“ So am I,” said Tom. “ I just expected 
we were going to be cheated out of our camp* 
ing by those patients of yours. I’ve had good 
mind to prescribe for them myself. I agree 
with Hannah that it’s ^perpetooal trantrums’ 
tliat ails some of them.” 


“ I should hardly like to take you into part¬ 
nership,” said the Doctor, /‘but there is no 
reason now why we can not all go.” 

“ And take Ruthie and the baby,” queried 
Mrs. Harrington, doubtfully. 

“Certainly,” said the Doctor, “It will do 
them good eveVy minute. I’ll warrant - you 
all to gain at the rate of-” 

One glance at Lillie’s face decided the Doc¬ 
tor not to say at what rate, for that little maid¬ 
en was growing, already, with a rapidity that 
grieved and mortified her. 

“ All my prettiest clothes are too small,’ 
she declared, “ and my blue dress squeezes so 
it makes me miserable every Sunday. I’d 
stop eating if I could, but I do get so hungry.” 
. Jubilee had been sitting just outside the 
dining-room door, but at the first mention of 
baby, she vanished and began dancing about 
the yard with the astonished infant perched 
upon her shoulder, clutching frantically at the 
small knobs like budding horns with which it 
#a8 Jube’s delight to adorn her head. 

“Whatever has come over Jube,” said 
Polly Vance, “ she’s clean lost her senses.” 

“Folks can’t lose what they never had,” 
said Hannah ; and as Jube came chuckling and 
grinning into the kitchen, she seized her by 
one shoulder and settled her solidly into a 
chair. 

“Now thee stop your fizzling and sputter¬ 
ing like a bottle of ginger beer, and see if you 
can’t tell what ails you.” 

“Laws, Hannah,” said Jube, “did ye 
know dis yer house gwine fer to shet up ? De 
folks is gwine fer to pitch der tents in de 
wild’ness like de Ishmelites.” 
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** H’m/’ said Hannah, picking up her iron 
with a kind of indignant snort, and beginning 
to use it vigorously. ** When 1 was a gal, 
my mother taught me it was a matter of 
thankfulness to hare a rulT over your head, 
and clean, hulsome vittles to eat, but now¬ 
adays folks go to .temptin’ Providence by 
throwin’ away their privileges, and roost in* 
about like savages, and eatin* their vittles 
with snakes and spiders runnin* over ’em.** 

Then turning savagely upon Jube, she de¬ 
manded, 

** What business is is it of yours, anyhow ; 
you don’t s’pose they’ll wan’t you along ’* 

** Jubey is going,” said Rose, coming into the 
kitchen. ** Oh dear, seems as if I never coiild 
wait two days. 1 wish you’d go too, Han¬ 
nah.” 

Not while my senses are spared,” said 
Hannah, grimly, yet she was secretly pleased 
by Rosie’s wish, and was presently revolving 
in her soft old heart what goodies she could 
prepare for the camp stores. 

For the next two days every one was busy. 
Mrs. Harrington ransacked the house for tin 
cups and plates, old forks and spoons, cush¬ 
ions, comforts and blankets. Boxes were 
filled with tea, coffee, salt, pepper and sugar; 
stores of commeal, salt pork, eggs, crackers, 
butter were put up, while Hannah baked and 
and boiled and roasted from morning till night. 
To her utter astonishment, the Doctor sum¬ 
marily banished the greater part of her deli¬ 
cacies from the camp stores. 

“ Plenty of good bread, butter and cold 
meats if you like,” said the Doctor, “but no 
pies and cakes. There is no use In camping if 
we are to be stuffed with unwholesome luxu* 
ries.” 

There was no use in disputing the Doctor's 
decision, and Hannah knew that as well as the 
children, but she dropped a briny tear into her 
dish-pan over the unheard-of insult that her 
cooking should be called vnwhohBome, 

“ It all comes of givin’ hisself up to hea¬ 
thenism, and I cookin’ the best and the rich¬ 
est of everything in this house for twenty 
years, and never beard a word of complaint 
before.” 

But presently she went about her work with 
her old triumphant smile, which meant that as 
usual she was silenced but not vanquished. 


Benny stored up bait, and laid !n a fresh 
armament of harmless dirks and. bows and 
arrows. Rose and Lillie packed their whole 
assortment of dolls in a peach basket with 
small regard to social distinction, and Jubilee 
tied up her worldly possessions in a bandanna 
handkerchief, including a tow chignon and a 
couple of cast-off bonnets. Tom and the 
Doctor spent a day in exploring with a view to 
selecting a place for a camp. Tom was in 
favor of cutting quite loose from civilization^ 
and going away into the wilderness, but the 
Doctor objected. 

“ It might do for you and me, but not for 
such a regiment of babies.” 

In the bottom of his heart Tom wished 
the regiment of babies was not going into 
camp, but to his infinite credit he did not say 
so, and assented very amiably when the Doc¬ 
tor decided that they would pitch their tents 
on the upper end of Big Island, about two 
miles from home. 

The island lay like an irregular crescent, 
the inner curve toward Kirkwood, and near 
the upper end a small clearing offered a favora¬ 
ble spot for the tents, sheltered from the wind 
by the dense background of trees, and having 
quite a level beach instead of the precipitous 
bluffs or long marshes that formed the re¬ 
mainder of the shore. The tangled under¬ 
growth abounded in small game, and within 
the memory of men a fortunate hunter had 
shot a deer upon the island. Andy’s stout 
arms were brought into requisition to convey 
the “ traps ” to the island, Benny, as nsual, 
begging passage with him, while the rest of 
the party followed in their own boats. 

The three tents were pitched in a semicircle 
just in the shadow of the forest, while in front 
at a safe distance a great circle of stones was 
laid, to keep the eamp fire witnin bounds. 
Behind the tents a big tree was selected for a 
kitchen, and in its trunk stout nails were 
driven to support a board table, and on which 
to hang the cooking utensils, while another 
fireplace and the little sheet-iron,camp-stove 
were near by. Around another tree were ar¬ 
ranged the various stores, and under its roots 
a hole was dug, lined with flat stones, and 
furnished with a roof and door of the same 
material. This was the cellar, and a very 
good one it proved, keeping the milk and but- 
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ter cool and (VosTi. The floor of the tents was 
first plentifully strewn with hay, and then 
blankets, quilts and bulTalo robes spread over, 
forming a very comfortable bed for sound 
sleepers; at least, if you did not chance to 
sleep, you could improve your time by reflect¬ 
ing on the unwholesomeness of soft beds. 
But the greatest triumph was the dining-room, 
for which they selected a spot partially shaded 
by four trees. Small saplings were nailed to 
these at the right height for a roof, and by 
laying branches across and interweaving them 
at the side a green bower was formed, which 
might have tempted the queen of the fairies 
herself to stop and dine. Mrs. Harrington 
bad taken some long feather bolsters from the 
garret and furnished them with coverings of 
gay chintz, and when these were thrown down 
on either side to form a divan, the long, green 
bower was complete. 

All this is quickly told, but the doing re¬ 
quired a good deal of right hard work, and by 
the time it was finished the older members of 
the party were completely tired out, and the 
children impatient for dinner. 

“ Pm glad I need not cook dinner for you 
all to-day,” said Mrs. Harrington, as they 
seated themselves on the cushions and began 
to investigate the contents of the pails and 
boxes ranged through the middle of the bower. 

** Cold ham,” said the Doctor, peering into 
a box ; ** that is satisfactory, if any one knows 
where the carving knife is.” 

A careful examination revealed the fact that 
there was not a knife in the stores. 

“ Never mind,” said Tom, “ there are sure 
to be four jack-knives, and if anybody objects, 
let him cut his own ham with a teaspoon.” 

Nobody ventured to object, so they ate, each 
one as they pleased, ham, biscuits, pie, pickles 
and cheese. 

**lf there is anything Hannah has a genius 
for, it is cooking and not obeying orders,” said 
the Doctor, as he helped himself to a second 
piece of pie and a great, puffy doughnut, and 
if Hannah could have seen the relish with 
which he disposed of her unwholesome 
stuff,” she would have quite forgiven him the 
insult. 

Joey meandered about In h'S usual graceful 
fashion, sitting down successively upon two 
buttered biscuits, a slice of bam, and his 


mother’s cup of cold coffee, but otherwise the 
meal was eminently satisfactory. When it 
was over the Doctor threw himself upon a 
blanket, under a tree, and declared bis inten¬ 
tion of staying there as long as the sun shone. 
Mrs. Harrington sat beside him with a bit of 
knitting, baby rolled and tumbled over his 
feet, Ruthie swung in her hammock, and the 
rest of the party were left to their own de¬ 
vices, Tom disappeared with his gun, in 
search of partridges. Dick and Benny went 
fishing, in the boat, and Rose and Lillie 
strolled hand in hand down the little, half- 
marked cattle path, followed by Jubilee and 
Joey. The merry little troupe were full of 
unmixed delight. To Jubilee, especially, the 
week promised one long holiday from all that 
was irksome in her daily life. Jubilee was 
really trying to “ behave,” though her ideas 
of good behavior were extremely vague ; still, 
it was enough to keep up a constant warfare 
between the flesh and the spirit, to feel that 
she must not whoop, and whistle, and turn 
somersaults on all occasions. Now, for 
three blessed weeks, she was free to wade 
barefoot in the clear water ; to dig, with Joey, 
in the clean, warm sand; to climb trees and 
drop, like a cat, from the lithe branches; to 
let all the sparkling merriment of her nature 
have full play. And, ns the little party chat¬ 
tered along the way, filling their arms with 
queer forest treasures, and watching birds, 
and squirrels, and strange insects, there was 
not a single thought of any social inequality, 
but only the glad companionship of a free, 
roving iffe. 

Toward evening Tom came back with a 
couple of plump partridges, and Dick and 
Benny brought in a fine lot of fish. 

‘‘Take them down to the water and dress 
them,” said mamma, **and you shall have fish 
and johnnycake for breakfast.” 

Dick grumbled a little ; ho had quite made 
up hid mind to have fish for supper, but he 
finally went away with a pretty good grace to 
dress them. 

1 thought we should just live on fish,” 
said Benny, as they ate their lunch ; ** Jim 
Ducres and me caught a whole pail fell of 
bait.” 

“ I think it’s too mean to etteb those lively 
little minnows just for bait,” said Lillie, 
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“ They're so tame, too ; when Rose and I *• It isn't nice to catch frogs, though," ad- 
went in bathing, if we stood still a minute, mitted Benny. ** I don’t like to crack ’em 
they'd come around our feet in swarms and over when they jump up aud sit looking at 
just nibble our toes." you like so many noodles. Once, yesterday. 

“ That's what makes it easy to catch them,” when we found a regular pile of 'em, a great 
said Benny, coolly, “ ’cause they're tame ; any- green fellow jumped clear over the water, and 
way they'd get gobbled up, lor the pickerel sat up on a log and croonhed away with all his 
swallow 'em down by the dozen at a bite.” might. Jim said he was making a speech." 

“We bad frogs to-day," said Dick. “I “I dare say he was," said Tom. ** Some 
like frogs best for bait.” time I'll tell you what ho said." 

“ Dick Harrington I" exclaimed Ruthie, As soon as the sun set the great camp fire 
“ You don't mean to say a fish will swallow a was lighted, the musquito curtains dropped 
fro? • ” before the tent doors, and the baby and Joey 

Not a whole one,” said Dick ; “ that's why tucked away to sleep upon their beds of hay, 

it takes so many—we only use the legs.” while the rest of the party gathered about the 

“ And you them ?" queried Rose, in a fire. As the fiames mounted higher, they 
hesitating way. as if she was cross-questioning made a broad circle of light, in which the 
a possible murderer. tents stood out white and distinct against the 

“Why, yes; of course,” s.'iid Dick, trying dark background of the forest, and shining 

to smile as he looked at the horrified laces of here and there down the openings, filled the 
his sisters ; “ that is, Benny killed 'em ; ho gloom with strange, fantastic shadows. Across 
gets the bait.” the silent water they could see the lights of 

**Jim Dacres showed me," said Benny, a Kirkwood, and it gave them a pleasant sense 
little bit abashed. “ You see, it don’t hurt of companionship to think that their own fire 
'em much. Just hit ’em one crack with a made a beacon light to friends and neighbors, 
switch and they keel over as dead as anything." It’s just like a story,” said Rose, nestling 
'*ril never eat any fish again,” said Lillie, with Lillie on the soR plush of the carriage 
indignantly. “ It’s cruel, wicked work, and robe. ”I play we were in Egypt, camping on 
it’s enough to ruin our boys.” the banks of the Nile.” 

“ But yon don’t mind trolling for fish, and “ Then I must tell you a story of Egypt," 
catching them without any bait ? ” said Tom, said the Doctor, who had been a traveler in 
laughing a little. many lands, and he straightway began one of 

“ No ; that doesn’t seem so bad as killing his charming tales of adventure in the East, 
all those innocent little creatures,” said Lillie. Then Tom sung ** The Frog’s Complaint,” 
“ Well,” said Tom, ** how about the poor, and the boys joined in the chorus, with all 
innocent little fish; and this poor, innocent manner of croon ks and croaks, until the forest 
little roast chicken ; and all those poor, iuuo- (airly rang with their merriment, and the as¬ 
cent little bugs and butterflies in your collec- tonished squirrels, wakened from their nape 
tion that you are so proud of ? ” by the noise and the light, chattered over their 

“ 0, that’s a diflereut thing,” said Lillie, heads and dropped down acorns on the tent 
quickly. roofs. There was no chilly dampness in the 

“ I don’t see why,” said Tom. “ It looks clear, dry air ; but, as the fire burned lower, 
like very much the same thing to me, provided they sang an evening hymn, and bowed their 
we use the fish for food. Wantonly inflicting heads while the Doctor, in a few earnest 
pain or destroying life is cruelty. But I don't words, commended them all to the Father’s 
'^see why it should be any more cruel to kill a keeping, and then they went to their tenu, to 
frog for bait than to make one of those fries- sleep as people sleep nowhere but in camp 
sees that you and Del thought was so ‘per- £To be continued.] 

/ectly elegant,* at Wright’s, last summer.” 
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SAM AND THE CAPTAIN, 

BY RUTU WARRINGTON. 


The oil lamp in the hall was burning low, 
and the wide stairs were half hid in the shad¬ 
ows. The echoes had died out of the long pas¬ 
sages, ^and the last door had slammed. The 
night stage was in, and the host had barred 
the door after the driver, who was already 
snoring in the “three-story back.” The snow 
clicked, clicked, against the window panes, 
and the cold crept in wherever it could find 
a place, and the house was so quiet that the 
timid mice crept out to gather a few crumbs. 
Cut every one was not abed, for soon the 
mice scuttled away from the light of a single 
candle which was coming through the lower 
hall. 

‘* Ah !” yawned a boy, advancing out of the 
darkness with the candle, ” it’s not much fun 
to be Sam here I wish my name was any¬ 
thing else. ‘Here Sam, hold this horse;' 
‘ Sam, get a pail of water ;* You’re wanted by 
No. Sam ;* Boots, Sam from morning till 
night it’s the same. ” 


Having reached the end of the passage, he 
turned in under the stairs and set his candle 
on the floor. 

“ Then everybody goes to bed and I must 
clean the boots,” he continued. “No 6 is 
going hunting in the morning, and his boots 
must go by the kitchen fire, and 12 in goes 
the early stage. There’s a sight, and to¬ 
morrow’s Christmas, too.” 

During these comments Sam had made 
ready for hip work, and now seating himself 
began to polish in earnest. There was quite 
a large space under the stairs, and here he 
had a low bench to sit on, and a shelf for 
his brushes and boxes, while the boots were 
strewed over the floor. There were enough 
to-night to daunt any one, for every room in 
the tavern was full, and the household had 
been unusually busy all day. Down one side 
of the hall, in sight of Sam, under the stairs* 
hung a row of bells, each with its white num¬ 
ber painted above it. 
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He worked away !n silence, yawning and 
rubbing his eyes until all the boots were clean 
but one, which stood by iuelf, and alone bore 
the number eight on its sole. 

4h! I'tH tio sleepy,*’ he said, as hw lifted 
his hand into this boot. His brush had a very 
uncertain movement, and his bead nodded the 
most violent affirmation to his weariness. 
The boot began to swell, then tudouVde itself, 
and with a long breath Sam gave up the strug¬ 
gle and slept. Jack Frost peeped into the win¬ 
dow and blew a little snow under the sash, and 
Sam's candle sputtered and choked, as if it 
too was annoyed at the late hour Just as 
Sam fell asleep a door opened in the hall 
above, and strange sounds came down the 
stairs. Tread, tap, tread, tap, like a person 
with one foot and a cane. The shadows bob¬ 
bed about, now higher, now lower, the mice 
sat at the door of their holes to see who 
was coming, and old Jack shaded his heavy, 
white brows with his band, and pressed so 
close to the wi^idow that his breath dimmed 
the glass. It might have been Santa Glaus 
at that hour, Christmas eve, and if one had 
the proper kind of ears no doubt they could 
have heard his reindeer outside. But, after 
all, it was only Captain Knight coming down 
for some wood, lie had a habit of sitting up 
until after midnight Christmas ere, because it 
WAS his l^irthnight, because his mother went to 
the white-winged angels that night, and the 
reason that he gave, if asked, an odd fancy 
about his name, Christian Knight. What is 
that but Christmas eve? he would ask. So 
to-night, as he sat by his fire thinking, he did 
not notice that his wood was gone until the 
ashes became gray and he bogau to shiver. 

** Sam must be abed by this time; at any 
rate he ought to be, he wurks well," he said, 
** and I will go and get (he wood myself." 

So down he stumped, for when be lost his 
leg at Gettysburg, he refused to have any 
substituted but the old-fashioned wooden one, 
**for," said he, ** my father wore oue before 
me, and it is good enough." 

His image was the strangest thing the mice 
hod ever seen, with the stiff leg going up and 
down, the flaring candle wick like a black- 
pointed comet, and his red night-cap with 
the tassel hanging down behind, for Captain 
Knight’s hair was thin, and his head cold. 


[December, 

“ Who’s here ?" he cried, spying Sam. “It’s 
that boy fast asleep over my boot!" and hold¬ 
ing out the candle at arm's-length, he stood 
and looked at Sam. 

“ I wonder if ho remembers his mother,” 
he said, after a time; “ but my flre’s going 
out without any wood and he went away 
through the kitchen humming a carol that 
reads, 

**ADd with a gladsome Christmas to all good 
Christian men.” 

Coming back, he stopped to contemplate Sam 
again, and seemed to have an idea which 
pleased him very much, for he went up stairs 
rapidly for a man with a wooden leg and an 
armful of wood. When in hU room, the fire 
was forgotten, and in his baste for more light 
he snuffed out the candle. 

** I’m a brilliant Santa Claus,” he chuck¬ 
led, and tore a piece of his last newspaper to 
light it with. 

“Let me see,” was his next most obvious 
remark, seating himself in his arm-chair. “ 1 
want a stocking, oh yes, a long stocking.” 

He went with such swiftness to his old trunk 
in the closet that the red night-cap whisked 
out straight behind. But he did not think of 
that as he threw the things about, until he 
found a long pair of blue woolen stockings, 
which he used to wear over his boots in camp 
at night. 

“Just the very thiug,” he cried, unrolling 
them. ” Now, wh.at shall I put into It ?" 

Ue seemed to address this question to his 
'wooden leg, for he had stuck it in front of him 
on the trunk, and now frowned and shook his 
head at it. 

“Skates! I don’t believe he ever saw a 
pairand again he dove into the trunk and 
tossed its contents. In a minute out came the 
skates, firmly tied together, and were thrust 
into one of the long stockings. But it had an 
empty, lauk look that did not satisfy Captain 
Kiiight, and he hung it on a chair and stared 
at it as he had at Sam. 

“ Hullo, my fire’s most out,” and for a few 
minutes he poked at that, and fed it with 
sticks. He now pulled his night-cap over his 
eye aad surveyed his few books on the shelf. 

“There’s that Treatment and Training of 
Animals, maybe he’d like that ?” 
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The book was taken down and wiped with 
the mate to the long stocking, and then the 
name Christian Knight was discovered writ¬ 
ten in it. That would not do, and the drawer 
was emptied to find pen and ink for an altera¬ 
tion. Christian was changed to Christmas, 
and Knight with astonishing flourishes turned 
into Sam. 

“ Merry Christmas, Sam, the writing is some¬ 
thing in itselfand the book went into the 
stocking with the skates. 

“ Now, let me see, what did mother use to 
put into my stocking in the days when 1 was 
young, and went on two legs,*’ and he sat 
before the fire and looked up the chimney. 

Candy, that’s it, but where can I get it ? 
No, that won’t do,” and he sat down again, 
for he had sUrted up at the thought. 

“ There’s a box of Brown's Troches, but 
he wouldn’t like those, and my pipe and to- 
bacce box, but I can’t spare them, and it isn’t 
good for a boy either. lie might like that 
horn drinking cup and a knife—thut’s what 
they always give boysand he gave a jump 
which whisked off his cap, put out the candle, 
upset the chair, stocking and all. 

llaving relighted the candle, he emptied his 
pocket and selected one of his two knives. 

“ There’s a blade gone, but it's a good knife 
yetand he proceeded to sharpen it on tho 
chimney-piece. 

stocking refilled, and then Captain Knight 

“It looks well enough except the toe—a 
collar-box will fill that, but what will fill the 
box?” He addressed this remark to the fire, 
but receiving no reply began to search his 
room again for material. 

A campaign-pin with the face of Grant for 
the head, a gutta-percha whistle, a pocket 
inkstand which refused to open, a pencil-case 
which would not shut, and lastly, a picture of 
Lincoln carefully done up in white paper, were 
put in the box. To get the box in the toe 
the other things had to be taken out and he 
was ready to go down stairs. With tho can¬ 
dle in one hand, and the stocking in the other, 
he made the descent, and again considered 
Sam, whose light was now out. Hanging the 
stocking on a nail near where Sam was sleep¬ 
ing, he was off up stairs again before Jack 
Frost could make out what he was about 

In his room he wrote on a sheet of paper in 


large letters, “ Merry Christmas, Sam,” and 
then took from the bottom of his trunk an 
old leather purse. From that came a silver 
quarter, which was duly rubbed, and this 
strange Santa Claus went down to the stock¬ 
ing. The silver was slipped into the boot 
under Sam's fingers, and the paper-label was 
for the stocking, but he had brought no pin to 
fasten it. Back he went for that, and when 
it was pinned in the right place, he saw his 
own name on a tape to mark the stocking* 
His knife would rip that off, but he had left 
it up stairs, and again the candle and wooden 
leg flitted and stumped for the knife. 

One thing more,” he said, dragging his cap 
over his ears—“Greens.” 

He did not mean spinach, or plantains, or 
dandelion leaves, though the kitchen pots 
thought he did, but evergreens. Unbolting 
the back door, he groped out in the snow. A 
branch from the pine-tree near the door suf¬ 
ficed him, and shaking the snow from it he 
placed the branch in the opening of the leg of 
the stocking. 

Filled all the stockings, then turned with a Jerk, 
And laying his finger along side his nose, 

said the Captain as he went up stairs to go 
to bed, “ What a Father Christmas I have 
been.” 

8am slept quietly until the roosters began 
to crow early in the Christmas rooming. 

“Cock-a doo-dle-do. It’s two o’clock and 
a frosty morning,” they called, as the watch¬ 
men used to in the old cities. And so they 
answered each other under the stars until the 
great red rooster in the tavern yard crowed- 

“Cock-a-doo-dle-do. It’s four o’clock on 
Christmas morning.” 

The mice understood him if Sam did not, 
for they all danced in the middle of the floor, 
and Sam rubbed his eyes and looked about. 
He could not remember where he was, for the 
lamp in the hall was nearly burned out, and 
the stocking stood white and stiff before him. 
But the boot on his hand soon brought the 
night to his mind, and how tired he had been. 
He put it down, got another candle, and light¬ 
ing it with his eyes half shut, l.e came back 
to finish blacking the boot. Then he saw the 
stocking hanging all out of shape, and slowly 
read the label. 
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“ It'8 for me 1” he cried ; “ but whRt !s it?** 
He sat on his bench, and looked a long 
time before he would touch it, and then slowly 
took the things out. He did not speak a 
word, though his eyes grew larger and larger, 
and when he saw the skates he began to whis¬ 
tle. He did not open the collar-box for some 
time, shaking it, and turning it upside down, 
and when he finally took off the cover, laying 
the different articles along his bench, he 
turned the inkstand so hard that the cover 
turned right off, and the campaign-pin he in¬ 
stantly put in the front of his shirt. When 
he had taken every thing out of the stocking 
he began to caper in the wildest manner. 
Tying on the skates, drinking imaginary water 
from the cup, looking at the book, whittling 
his bench with the knife, trjing to write with 
the pencil, and examining everything again 
and again. 

“ It must have been the man himself who 
fills the stockings,** he cried. “ I wonder how 
he knows my name ?’* 

He had spent some time over his discovery, 
and Captain Knight had waked in his room up 
stairs, and waiting to see what Sam would 
say, rang his bell. Sum started. 

** It’s 8, and he want’s his boot I’* 

And in great haste Sam seized the boot and 
blacking-brush. His hand fell on the cold 
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quarter. He drew it out, and fairly shouted, 
“ Silver 1” 

He held it in the light, turned it over, and 
stared in amazement. Meantime the bell rang 
a peal, and Sam took the boot and quarter 
up stairs. 

** 0 Captain Knight, money in your boot I ** 
It is not mine, must be yours.” 

“ I never had any, sir.** 

It’s come to you; maybe it’s a Christmas 
present,” suggested the Captain. 

'*And he put it there, too,” cried Sam; 
then he told the Captain about his stocking, 
for the latter was always kind to him. 

“ 0, that’s Santa Claus,” replied the Cap¬ 
tain. Tou must have been a good boy, 
Sam ; that’s what happens to good boys.” 

Though Sam was busy all day he was as 
happy as a king, for whenever he had a spare 
moment he went to look at his treasures. 
And he was so cheerful and obliging when 
any one called on him, for ho said to himself, 
If Santa Claus thought I was good and 
brought me the stocking, I will pay him for it.” 

And the Captain did not tell Sam or any 
one else of his Christmas eve, and Sam al¬ 
ways thought that Santa Claus in his distant 
palace had remembered him, and filled his 
stocking, and Christmas was a day of pleasant 
memories to him for years afterward. 
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FATHER AND CHILD. 


CT HENRY (;jLLUA!f. 


In far-off lands mj father lives, 

And I am like an orphan child 

Whose reckless footsteps wander off, 

In many a devioos way beguiled. 

For sorrow comes, and I am slow 
To lift ray downcast eyes above. 

And in my heart is little faith 
That hardly guesses at his love. 

He often sends me gentle words. 

Sweet words of comfort and ol graeo; 

And then 1 think—what blessedness 
To look into that kindly lace 1 


He speaks of my inheritance,, 

And how his messenger shall come. 
One day, to bring his wandering child 
To live forever in his home. 

**I will not leave you comfortless. 

No more an orphan shall you be.** 
Oh, why have I not greater trust. 

For what has he not done for me 1 

And while be speaks I think I feel 
His hand in bluing on my head. 
But, oh, what Joy for me when comes 
The day my feet are homeward led I 
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W00DEI7 MARIA. 

BT SUtAX OOOLIDGB. 

Mother, mother,” clamored a chorus of NaDoerl often made wise and fuimj speeches. 


eager voices, “ may we ask Widow Gerard’s 
Lena to come to-morrow night and see the 
Tree and the Christ-child ? May we, mother?” 

“The Christ-child never goes to Lena’s ' 
house, mother; he doesn’t know the way; 
Widow Gerard said so,” remarked Fritz, the 
oldest boy. 

“ And Lena is very little,” added Pauline. 

“ Yes; no bigger than thatt** chimed in Nan. 
nerl, who was almost a baby herself, solemnly 
moasuring as she spoke with two fat fingers, 

“ but she’s a dear child.” 


This caused the mother to laugh. The chil¬ 
dren saw their cause was almost won. 

“ May we ? May we ? ” they clamored 
anew. 

“Yes,” said the mother, “you may ask 
Lena. She is a good little maiden, and we 
will see if the Christ-child won’t bring a gift 
for her also. What dost thou think it had 
best be, Pauline ? ” 

“ Oh I a doll, mother. Lena has never had 
one, and she wishes it of all things. The 
Christ-child will be sure to know that / ” 
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The mother amiled. We shall see,’* was 
all she said. 

Widow Gerard was not a favorite in the vil¬ 
lage where she lived. She was a Roman 
Catholic, for one thing, and the people about 
her were mostly Protestants. But, apart from 
that, she was both proud and poor, and had 
sometimes resented well-meant advice and of¬ 
fers of help from the neighbors as interference 
in her affairs. But if she was not liked, little 
Lena, with her sweet blue eyes, flaxen hair 
and round, dimpled face, was a universal pet. 
It vexed tlie widow, sometimes, to have it so, 
and yet she was pleased on the whole, and she 
rarely interfered with any little treat offered 
the child. So, when Lena rushed in with the 
news that Dame Ursula’s Pauline and Nan- 
nerl had invited her to their Christmas eve, 
she made no objection, but set to work dili¬ 
gently washing and starching Lena’s best 
apron and crimping a little ruffle, that she 
might be neat and nice for the morrow. 

I suppose most of the children who read 
this have seen a Christmas Tree, somewhere 
or other in the course of their lives—at fairs, 
Sunday-schools, or at home. In Germany 
they are an important part of every Christmas 
and in every family. Everybody, except the 
very poorest people, contrives to have one. 
For weeks beforehand it is planned for by the 
good house-mothers, and all the useful and 
necessary things the household requires are 
saved to be given then. 1 am afraid some of 
eur dainty little Americans used to consider 
Christmas Trees merely as articles for toys, 
sugar-plums, and expensive trifles, and would 
be inclined to laugh and make fun if they 
should see one bung with flannel petticoats, 
thick shoes, boys’ jackets, caps, bonnets and 
stockings I But the little Germans laugh with 
pleasure. They have waited for these com- 
fbrtable things just long enough to know their 
value, and if some or a plaything or 

so, turn up amid the solider articles, they are 
rejoiced over as a treat—not taken as a mat¬ 
ter of course. 

Each member of the family has a bough on 
these wonderful trees. There are abundance 
of tapers, tinsel and gilt paper to look bright; 
rosy apples swing and dangle by the side of 
brown filberts and bunches of raisins ; on 
top of all is a small-winged figure in wax or 


wood, which is called the Christ-child, and 
whom the little ones believe in as the bringcr 
of all the gifts and the lighter of the candles. 
I am not sure that the idea of this figure 
would be acceptable in our country, but for 
the rest, it seems to me a sweet custom to as¬ 
sociate the supply of our common wants with 
the dear name of Jesus, and to receive them 
as gifts from Him on his Birthday eve. 'And 
I fancy Master Jack and Miss Ethel would 
think more of their new boots and warm 
cloaks, and perhaps wear them more carefully 
than they do, if, instead of receiving them at 
once, they were kept waiting just a little bit, 
till they really wanted and felt their import¬ 
ance. 

You can imagine that the getting up of 
these mighty trees is a great affair. The lit¬ 
tle ones dance about and peep through the 
key-hole, wishing that the time would come ; 
but somebody has to work very hard behind 
the scenes, or it never would come. And very 
hard, indeed, did Dame Ursula work on this 
day I am teiling about. 

Pauline and Fritz and Nannerl thought the 
time long. They stood in the window repeat¬ 
ing, Sun, sun, go away,** at least half an 
hour before the sun had an idea of doing so. 
Just as his red, winking eye was dipping below 
the sky line a modest tap fell upon the door, 
and in came Lena, looking very neat and 
pretty in the little frill and white apron. 

The children rushed to meet her. **The 
Christ-child hasn’t come yet, Lenchen,” they 
cried, “but ho will soon.” 

“ He always comes just as soon as it gets 
dark,” observed Nannerl, who h«d her eye 
fixed on the door of the other room, where the 
mother was shut up alone. 

“ Does he ? ” said Lena, timidly. 

“And I guess he’s come now,” went on 
Nannerl, triumphantly, putting her nose close 
to a crack. 

“ What makes you thiuk so 7 ” asked the 
rest. 

“ ’Cause I heard a noise just now, and I 
guess it was him scratching a match.” 

“ But,” whispered Lena to Pauline, “ does 
the Christ-child really light the candles?” 

" Nannerl thinks so,” whispered back Pau¬ 
line, “ because she is so little. Fritz and 1 
know better, and mother says we are too big 
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to mako-beliere any longer, but we like to be¬ 
cause it is so pleasant/* 

** See I see I’* screamed Nonnerl, he re¬ 
ally has come.** 

In effect lines of light began to appear 
through the cracks in the door, and to stream 
through the key* hole, to which Nannerl had 
applied her eye. In another moment the door 
op4bcd. There was Dame Ursula smiling 
brightly, and beyoud her the Tree, all daz¬ 
zling with tapers, and bearing aloft the waxen 
figure of the Christ-child. 

The other children shouted for joy, but Lena 
was too awed for speech. She had never 
seen auyihiog so beautiful before, and her 
amazemeut was unbounded. Even when 
Dame Ursula began to untie the gifts from 
the tree and distribute them, she still stood 
staring and bewildered; nor was it till the 
Dame approached herself and laid something 
in her arms that edie recovered her senses. 
Then,indeed, she found a voice. A doll! A 
real dull of her own. 

The doll was made of wood rudely carved, 
with black, painted hair, and no particular 
nose to speak of. Some little girls I know 
would have made fun of it and called it ugly, 
but to Lena, who bad never possessed a doll, 
it seemed perfectly beautiful. Even the droll, 
short gown and petticoat it wore, and the linen 
cap on its head, were exquisite iu her eyes. 
She kissed and fondled it with true motherly 
affection. Her name shall be Maria,** she 
said ; “ how I will love her.** 

Good Dame Ursula was pleased at her 
pleasure. She patted the beaming little face 
as it wa8«raiaed to thank her, and into both 
pockets she stuffed a goodly heap of nuts and 
raisins. Two immeuse, red-checked apples 
also she laid on top. One is for thee, and 
one for thy mother,*' she said. So Lena went 
home very happy. 

All the way she talked to Maria. ** Dear 
child,** she whispered, ** 1 am thy little mother. 
Didst thou know it 7 I will wash thee, and 
dress thee, and put thee to sleep, and love thee 
much—oh, 90 much.** But Maria never an¬ 
swered a word, and the smile about her painted 
mouth was a sad one. 

** I know I shan't sleep to-night,’* said Lena 
to her mother. I am too happy.** But be¬ 
fore she had been long in bed her head began 


to nod, the lashes drooped and fell over her 
eyes, and she was sound asleep. Maria sat 
with her wooden back propped against the 
foot-beard where her little mother had placed 
her, that she might meet her eyes the very 
first thing in the morning. 

It seemed a minute only before Lena was 
awake again. But it must have been hours, 
for there was the moon streaming in through 
the little window, and making all things bright. 
It was not the moonlight, however, which 
roused her; it was an odd noise as of sobbing 
and weeping close by. It seemed to come from 
the foot of the bed where Maria sat. l.ena 
cautiously raised herself and listened. A long 
moon-ray crept across the coverlid and lay 
upon the jdoll’s cheeks. Tee: it was really 
Maria who was weeping 1 There were the 
tears curling down her face, and looking for 
all the world like the tiniest little shavings 
ever seen. 

“ What IS the matter 7 ** cried Lena. 

** Matter enough,** answered Maria, in a 
melancholy voice. **I*m thinking of what 
might have been.** 

** What might have been 7 ** said Lena, puz¬ 
zled. 

** Yes,** replied Maria. ** I was thinking of 
a ship—a splendid ship, with tall masts, sailing 
along on the moonlight waves. I ought to be 
on board.** 

“ Oh r* cried Lena, “ my darling child, you 
are so little, you would be lost on a big ship 
like that. The sailors would be rude to you ; 
they would push about and step on you, and 
never know it. Perhaps they would throw 
you overboard 1 And then you wouldn't have 
me there, you know." 

** You don't understand," said Maria, with a 
sigh. ** 1 didn't mean that. I don't wish to 
be on board as a do/l / I don't want to be a 
doll at all. I want to be a mast. All Nor¬ 
way pines expect to be made into moots, you 
know. I am Norway pine t They always 
said I should go to sea in the end, and I looked 
forward to it with longing. The rest of the 
tree did go, but a miserable man chopped me 
off and cut me into a doll 1 1 don't want to be 
left behind, and I hate to be a doll"—here 
her tears began to flow again. 

“ But, Maria," began Lena. 

** My name isn’t Maria," said the doll. 
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** Mj name is ^top-gallant-cross-tree,* or some* 
thing like that.*’ 

*‘Oh/’ said Lena, sobbing in her tnm, 
** don’t say so. Don’t make me so unhappy. 
Why, if you were a mast nobody could lore 
you, darling. There wouldn’t be a soul to 
care for you, to dress and undress—but I 
forgot—masts don’t wear clothes. I mean to 
kiss and hug you, and call you nice names, and 
be fond of you. It is a great deal nicer to be 
a dolly, and have a mamma to pet you all day 
long. Oh, do try to think so, dear.” 

** I would much rather be a mast,” sighed 
Maria, but she spoke in a less mournful tone» 
and the shaving tears did not flow so fast. 

Still Lena persisted, and she was so affec¬ 
tionate and winning that at last Maria seemed 
comforted. She stopped crying, and promised 
to try to be happy. “ Or if that is not possi¬ 
ble,” she added, **at least I will be silent. 
No one shall hear me say another word upon 
the subject.” Then Lena reached forward 
and took her into her arms. She hugged her 
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tight, and wrapped the blanket warmly about 
her. “ Try to sleep now, my poor darling,” 
she said. And pretty soon both Lena and 
Maria were fast asleep 

It was broad daylight when next they woke. 
The sun shone brightly in and revealed Maria 
sitting opposite, with unwinking gaze and her 
back against the footboard, just where she had 
been the night before. How had she got 
there ? Lena rubbed her eyes wonderingly. 
Had it all been a dream ? 

I can not tell. Widow Gerard laughed 
when slie heard the story, but Lena was posi¬ 
tive that it all happened. She even fancied that 
the painted smile about Maria’s mouth was 
more cheerful than it had been the night be¬ 
fore ! Certain it is, Maria kept her word. 
From that day forward no mortal ever heard 
one syllable of complaint from her lips. She 
lived for years beloved and cherished by her 
little mother, and never again expressed a wish 
that Destiny had made her a mast instead of 
a Doir. 
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GENERAL, JR. 

BY JOSXPBINE POLLABD. 


I know a little boy named Harry. His 
father was a General during the war, and 
Harry says he is going to be a General too. 
He holds himself very erect, and I am quite 
sure would never stoop to do a mean action. 
I was at Harry’s house one day last winter, 
and saw him for the first time since he was 
quite a little fellow. He is now nine years 
old. 

He showed me a collection of post-marks 
pasted nicely in a book, by which he was 
learning considerable geography, for they were 
from all parts of the globe, nearly, and every 
day he was adding to his stock. I promised 
to send him some entirely different from any 
he had. seen, and I knew he would have to 
study his map to find out exactly where the 
places were located. 

After a while Harry was invited to sing 
** Captain Jinks,” and his Aunt Louise was 
ready to play the accompaniment on the piano. 

Harry started off in fine style, but there 


was something the matter, so that he Invari¬ 
ably broke down after the second line. 

“ Sing something else,” said Harry’s moth¬ 
er, anxious to relieve his embarrassment. 

” No, I can do it,” said Harry, studying 
away at the verse, and beginning over again. 

But it was no use; the twist was in his 
tongue, and the words would not trip smooth¬ 
ly over it, and he finally had to give it up. 
Not altogether, however, for he was not to be 
conquered as easily as that, and after Kitty 
had sung for us the “New Year’s Song,** 
with which she and Harry saluted their fa¬ 
ther and mother on the first day of the year, 
we looked in the library to say good-by to 
Harry, and there he sat studying away at 
“Captain Jinks,” as if the whole happiness 
of his life depended upon it 
After my return home I collected togethep 
all the odd post-marks I could lay hands on, 
and sent them to Harry, with a brief note, 
commending his perseverance and determina- 
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ion not to be overcome by “ Captain Jinks,” 
and asanring him that these qualities wero 
just the stuff that soldiers were made of. You 
should see the nice letter I received in reply. 
d doubt if many nine-year old boys could 
write as well. Here it is : 

“ D$ar Mist-' -I thank you very much 

for the post-marks you sent me. And 1 have 
otfour hundred and seventy-two post-marks, 
have read some of your stories in some of 
my temperance papers, and 1 like them very 
much. Will you please send me one of your 
stories ? Mr. Jones, one of our neighbors, 
got up a temperance society, and it is called 
the Band of Hope, and Kitty and I belong to 
it, and Mr. Jones said they were going to 
have dialogues, and in the summer have a 
picnic, and we are going to have superin¬ 
tendents, treasurers, secretaries, ushers, pres¬ 
ident and vice^resident Good-bv. 

“ From your little friend, 

“HAa«T.” 

You may imagine how pleased 1 was at 
these good words from my little friend, and 
one day, when I felt that there was nothing 
sweeter in the world than giving pleasure to 
a child, I dipped my pen in the shining ink, 
and sat down for a chat with the General. 

** Dear Hafry—Vre only boon waiting for time 
To answer your dear little letter in rhyme, 

And ray Ju«t whatever I fkneied to ray, 

In a rollicking, frolicsome, musical way. 

1 was filled with surprise, 1 confess, and delight. 

At the letter you took so much trouble to write; 
Each word nicely spelled, and so legible, too, 

Much better than some bigger people can dol 
And I raid to myself,' I will put this away, 

To look at again, perhaps, some hiture day. 

And when Harry’s a General how ho’U enjoy 
This nice little letter he wrote when a boy!' 

I’m ever so glad that you've given your hand. 

And your heart, I believe, to a Temperance Band; 
For that way lies virtue, and freedom, and truth, 
And these, to grow well, must be planted in youth. 
About my own stories—pray what can you mean T 
Is it true that the TemperaTioe Banner you’ve seen f 
Perhaps when this hurry and worry is through, 
rU write a nice story on purpose fbr you. 

We've a dear little girl and a boy at our house, 
And a cat, too, who frequently catches a mouse, 
And dol s. and a baby-house; stables beside, 

And a carriage in which all the dollies can rlde» 
But pus'y quite frequently fancies to take 
A ride for his health ; I declare It would make 
Yon laugh until you almost went off Into fits, 

1 0 see how demure and contented he sits. 

He does many other cute tricks beside that. 

And tries to thrget that he's only a cat 1 
But I find that the morning is slipping away. 


And this teie of a cat must he cur-tallcd to^ay. 
Good-by. Write again when you feel that you can, 
Your letters will always he welcome, my man, 
And tell me of all the nice things that you do, 
And Kitty—a letter I’d like from her, too. 

Give my love to Mamma and to Auntie as well. 
When IU visit your heantifUl home I can’t tell; 
But I ne’er shall foiget the sweet day that I spent, 
With the frienda who took lunch in the GsneraPs 
toll.” 

That brought mo a nice letter from Harry's 
mamma, who is very proud of her lit tie boy, 
and very much pleased when anybody recog¬ 
nizes his good qualities. His father is in 
Washington a great deal of the time, helping 
make the laws, and Harry feels as if he was 
indeed the man of the house. 

He is going to school now, and is studying 
very hard, and in a few years will probably 
be sent to some military academy to leara the 
rules of warfare, and when I am an old wo¬ 
man Harry will doubtless be realizing the 
dream of his youth, strutting around with 
brass buttons and shining epaulets, and a 
“ General ” air of importance. 

1 think he will make a good commanding 
officer, for already he is taking the steps that 
will qualify him for position in public or pri¬ 
vate life ; and as life is a vast battlc-held 
where every one must take part, even if Har¬ 
ry should never wear the stars upon his coat, 
be has a chance of winning victories that shall 
gain him a crown, and glory that shall excel 
the brightness of the starry host. 

TINA’S NEW DOLL. 

An the little women want to see its do’es, 

All the little women utter little oh’s. 

Curly hair and flaxen—very little nose— 

The prettiest of sacques on—ribbons, flounces, hows. 

In the cradle rocking—bumping on the floor— 

Lying in a shocking heap behind the door. 

Bending o’er its lesson—tumbling down the stairs— 
Having its night-dress on—kneeling at its prayeis. 

Little nose gets battered—then a foot is gone— 

Then an arm is shattered—Dollie all forlorn. 

Soaking in the pitcheiv-drying on the mat— 

Doleful looking creature—riding on the cat. 

Under marching orders—trotting to the door— 
Leaving trail of sawdust all along the floor. 

All the little women utter little oh’s: 

Tina wants a new oae- ■ get’s it—I suppose. 
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ART AND INDUSTRY. 

BT HORACE GREILIT. 


“ Then you would have no Poets, Painters, 
Scu>ptor8, Scholars—nothing but diggers and 
delvers for material wealth?’* despondently 
queries a youth, conscious and proud of noble 
and generous aspirations. 

No, my friend I You sadly mistake me. I 
would have many artists and authors; no 
matter how many, so that they be truly such. 
What 1 would not have is a single human be¬ 
ing essaying to paint, or write, or sing, be¬ 
cause either he or his children lack bread. 
For this is not devotion to Art, but debase¬ 
ment thereof—not consecration to a lofty pur¬ 
pose, but the desecration of a lofty ideal to a 
sordid and degrading use. 

Understand me clearly Man must be fed 
and clad. Most men must live by their own 
labor; and he who is offered his choice be¬ 
tween earning one dollar by chopping wood and 
five by making verses, may blamelessly prefer 
the latter. But writing verses for money is 
pure journey work—^a mechanical resort to 
escape starvation. He who digs a ditch for 
ten dollars and he who concocts a screed of 
verses for a like sum, stand on one level, with 
an immense presumption that of the two pro¬ 
ducts the first*named is by far the most useful 
and enduring. But let the two makers of 
ditches and verses respectively wander in quest 
of employment at their several trades, and the 
former holds by far the higher and manlier 
position. For we know right well that the 
world is in urgent need of many more ditches, 
which we may fairly presume this man compe¬ 
tent to dig; but that the world needs more 
poems is by no means clear; while that it 
needs none such as thi.<« journeyman is able 
to indite, is a probability which closely ap¬ 
proaches certainty. 

Bayard Taylor, visiting the German poet 
Uhland in his green old age, asked him what 
he had lately written. The genial Suabian 
promptly and simply answered that he had not 
for years felt constrained to write anything— 
that is to say no new truths, new ideas, so 
struggled for expression as to impel him to 
write. When we shall have poets who write, 
not because they must eat and drink, but be¬ 
cause they can no longer repress the ideas, 


the emotions, struggling for utterance, we 
shall have far fewer verses than now, but no 
fewer poems, and one may take up a volume 
of verses by a novice without yawning over 
the title-page. 

My life has in good part been spent in our 
greatest Ameriqitn city, where the meeting 
waves of American adventure and European 
migration dash heavily against each other. 
The miseducated, the inapt, the unthrifty, the 
ineflScient, flock hither from the Old World 
and the New, each confident that, in so vast 
and bustling a city, there must be $om€ spare 
room for him. And if every youth or maid 
came hither instructed and skilled in two 
or three useful arts, the hope would not be 
utterly irrational and baseless. But hither 
flock thousands who seek and seem to expect 
employment as clerks, bookkepers, journalists^ 
painters, music-teachors, etc., etc., when they 
should know beforehand that such positions 
are rarely accorded anywhere to utter stran¬ 
gers, and never where hundreds compete for 
places which only dozens at most can find. 

Can’t you give me [or find me] something 
to do ? ” is the sad appeal of thousands, who 
ought to realize that such employment as they 
seek is very rarely given to utter strangers, 
more rarely to those whose very appearance 
proclaims their destitution and their feud with 
fortune. What the fate of most of them must 
be, I shudder to contemplate. 

Now, while the graduate of a German uni¬ 
versity, or a British medical college, the liber¬ 
ally schooled cadet of a decayed Irish family, 
may famish in New York before he finds op¬ 
portunity to earn a living, and while his po¬ 
litely educated sister may find every avenue 
to honorable usefulness closed and barred 
against her, the Irish bog-trotter who knows 
not the first letter of the alphabet, but can 
handle a spade vigorously and skillfully, and 
who does not madden himself with strong 
drink, can scarcely fail to get on among us. 
Let him land at Castle Garden with a bare 
dollar in his pocket, and he need not mope, 
nor grieve, nor think of suicide ; for he can 
find somebody willing to hire him before be 
has been one day in America. It may not be 
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just what he would prefer; the wages may be 
meager and the pay dubious, but it will at 
least insure him food and shelter; and every 
day thenceforth will improve his facilities for 
finding a place more to his mind. Every man 
who steps on our shores with two strong arms 
terminating in dexterous bands, and who 
brings with him no vices nor bad habits, is a 
valued acquisition to our country, and has a 
reasonably sure livelihood within reach. Of 
how many and what classes of brain-workers 
can the like be truly said ? 

What I urge is not that every one should bo 
a delver in the earth, but that every one shall 
so qualify Lnd fortify himself in youth that no 
probable caprice or frown of fortune shall ex¬ 
pose him to destitution and possibly impel him 
to Clime. Let him aspire to be Poet, Painter, 
Sculptor, Orator, if he will; but let him nev¬ 
ertheless arm himself for the battle of life by 
a practical familiarity with at least one indus¬ 
trial vocation, whereby he may, under almost 
any conceivable stress of Ill-fortune, achieve 
a livelihood for himself and his family. Let 
him qualify himself, if he will, to preach, to 
plead, or physic ; but not till he shall have 


first acquired skill in some pursuit which man- 
* kind can not at will dispense with, and which 
is morally certain not to go out of fashion. 
Spread your canvass broadly as }Ou will, 
young friend I but be sure to have an anchor 
that takes fast hold of earth, so that the 
heaviest gale of misfortune can hardly dis¬ 
place and drag it 

If 1 have made myself intelligible you know 
that 1 do not disparage the professions,” so- 
called, nor yet those pursuits which tend to 
refine and embellish rather than merely to 
subsist. I know how much our race owes to 
her saints, her heroes, her sages, her poets. 
I only insist that, had there not previously 
and simultaneously been farmers and arti¬ 
ficers, these could not have been. Homer 
and Plato, Shakespeare and Goethe, have in¬ 
structed and still instruct their millions ; if 
you would follow, even afar off, in their shin¬ 
ing footsteps, resolve first and firmly to love 
and seek to serve all men, but to depend for 
a living on no man, and to stand ever ready to 
repel patronage and rebuke presumption, if 
necessary, by earning a livelihood by the 
labor of your hands. 


THE MILLER'S BGY. 


BT a. H. BAENBS. 


John Strong, the miller, was honest and bold, 

To maintain hia lame for foir-dealing ways; 

But Johnny quite often dnnk whisky, we’re told. 
Which no one will say was much to his praise. 

John ground and bolted his neighbors’ gram, 

Till his beard, from black as coal, grew gray; 

And, but for the fault of which we complain, 

He might have been grinding and bolting to-day. 

But tipping the bottle began to tcU 
On Johnny’s stout legs, till alas! one night, 

While crookedly crossiMg his flume, he fell. 

And the mill-race flood swept him fh>m sight I 

They lifted him out of the water, deep— 

They tried to restore him to lifo, in vain ; 

The miller was sleeping the long, long sleep. 

Poor Johnny had ground hia last bushel of grain I 

John Strong had a brave little hoy of ten, 

Who, young as ho was, had learned to think 

That whisky—though poitibly good for men, 

Was very bad stuff for boys to drink. 


So, tho’ he was oftentimes pn^lbred the glaas, 

And urged by his fhther to take Just a sip. 

He always said “ No I ” and let the dram paas, 

Not touching the poison onoe to his lip. 

As Benny grow older his fight for the right 
Grew hotter and hotter, temptation was strong. 

Poor follow, he had to resist with his might 
To keep at arm’s-length the dialing throng. 

’Twas '* Benny, for foiendshlp, a bumper of ale. 
Clear water, my lad, is making you thin; 

And, Benny you never can weather a gale 
Witboat a few dropa of brandy or gin.” 

But the boy had taken the pledge, and he sold, 

** 1*11 keep my word true, nor taste, nor touch; 

Pve looked on the fhoe of my poor fother, dead. 
And 1 know that he died for drinking too much.” 

So Benny keeps sober, and grinds In his mill. 

Until, for the hags, there scarcely la room; 

And, one thing la sure—como good or come ill— 
He’ll never get tipey and drown in his flume. 
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SUKEY'S Fins 

BY MBS. OEO. 

I do not mean ike first twenty-fifth of De¬ 
cember that ever transpired in the life of the 
child. That must have been in the first year 
after her birth, you know; whereas Sukey 
was past seven when her first Christmas 
Came. I mean—well, I think you will dis¬ 
cover in the course of my story what I mean 
by her first Christmas. 

Sukey’s real name, I suppose you know, 
was Susan; but she lived in the old times 
when the Marthas were called Pataeys, and 
all the Margarets were Peggies. She was a 
daughter of a Mississippi planter, Mr. Cole¬ 
man—not one of those Southern autocrats, 
who, before our civil war, owned a thousand 
slaves and leagues of land. On the contrary, 
having married his wife against the wishes 
of her wealthy father, Mr. Coleman had set¬ 
tled down to cotton-growing with no help 
but mulatto Jim and black Silva, with her 
two children, Grace and Juno, the eldest of 
whom was ten. But, being resolved to re¬ 
venge himself on his wealthy father-in-law 
by becoming himself rich, he rapidly grew 
into a close, hard, managing master. He 
strained every muscle on the plantation in 
growing cotton and getting it to market. 
Not an atom was wasted. The com bread, 
sweet potatoes and bacon that went to build 
up all the bodies on the place were grown 
there, the hogs feeding and fattening on the 
abundant “ mast ” of the new forests. These 
same hogs, by the way, were the torment of 
Sukey*s childhood, for, go to the chestnut or 
hickory-nut trees ever so early, even in the 
gray dawn, she was sure to find that these 
enterprising hogs had been there before her, 
and nosed out the windfalls. 

Well, Aunt Silva continued to add to the 
number of her children. All surplus capi¬ 
tal the master invested in slave-muscle, until 
when Sukey was six years old her father 
was owner of eleven slaves. This number 
was burnt into the child’s memory on the 
first day of her school life. “How many 
niggers has your Par got? ” asked one of the 


r CHRISTMAS 

M. KELLOGG. 

school children. Of all questions into which 
words can be framed, the Southern child 
hears this oftenest. “He’s got eleven,” 
Sukey answered, counting on her fingers, 
and including Aunt Silva’s last, just two 
days old. “ Eleven! is that all? Ain’t you 
ashamed ? My Par’s got most a hundred.” 
Sukey looked at her little questioner with a 
kind of awe, as at the princess of a fairy 
story. Mingled with her awe was a sheep¬ 
ish feeling, as though her father had been 
demonstrated a pauper. 

Sukey knew nothing about Christmas as a 
Northern child knows it. She did not scent 
Christmas from afar in 'hat atmosphere of 
mystery, which for days uefore the eventful 
day pervades the entire household—when 
everybody is making secret shopping excur¬ 
sions, and mysterious packages are arriving; 
and Tommy locks himself in the attic; and 
Lizzie imprisons herself in the back parlor; 
and Mother bolts her chamber door against 
all intruders; and Papa forbids all meddling 
with his coat pockete. With the delights 
attending the clandestine crochetting of tidies 
and mittens; of embroidering slippers; of 
hoarding her dimes for a cap or snufif-box 
for grandma, Sukey was profoundly igno¬ 
rant. ■ She had never seen a Christinas tree; 
and think of living the whole of seven years 
without once hanging up your stocking 1 
Sukey had heard of Santa Claus, but she had 
never seen him. He had ^ever left a parcel 
for her; indeed, she had never received a 
Christmas present. All that she knew about 
Christmas was that everybody got up early, 
and tried to “catch” everybody else’s 
“ Christmas gift,” the theory being that he 
who first pronounced the word was entitled 
to a present from the other. This was, how¬ 
ever, but little more than theory, for though 
Sukey was very spry at catching “Christ¬ 
mas gifts,” she never received one. She 
knew that with Christmas the negroes’ week 
of holidays began, in which they quil^ 
their patchwork quilts, took their dried 
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fiiiit?, nuts, and charcoal to market, went 
coon and ’poKsuiii hunting, got married, had 
dances, etc. 

The day before Christmas Sukey’s mother 
had been reading to her, from a Sunday- 
m*hool book left by a Methodist circuit- 
rider, an account of how a certain little New 
England girl had hung up her stocking, the 
night before Christmas, and how Santa Claus 
had crammed it to oveidlowing with candy 
and toys. Tlie reading thrilled this little 
girl who had never known a Christni.as, and 
she thought of it all the rest of the day— 
thought of it as she scoured the garden for 
hardy chrysanthemums, or searched under 
the wilted leaves for the sheltered rose that 
had escaped the frost’s sharp tooth; as she 
climbed the holly tree for the glossy green 
leaves and scarlet berries; as she tlircw 
■tones and sticks at a lofty branch of the 
gum tree, in the vain attempt to dislodge an 
inviting bough of mistletoe, glistening with 
white, wax-like berries. 

'Before it grew dark Sukey went to the 
Btocking-box, where the family stockings 


were kept. She spent much time in rooting 
among the varie<l collection. There were 
“Pa’s” blue and white-mixed stockings, 
and ** Ma’s ” white silk wedding ones, yel¬ 
low with age, and “ Baby’s” short red socks, 
which the restless little heels had rubbed out 
on the puncheon floor, when he was left to 
amuse himself. After a while she came to 
a pair of her own, knit of clouded red and 
white yarn. There was a hole in the heel 
of one, and a large hole in the toe of (he 
other. She kept on rooting, but could dis¬ 
cover no others, (dramming the stocking 
with the smaller hole in her bosom, she be¬ 
took herself to Aunt Silva’s cjibin at the 
back of the yard. As she entered Aunt 
Silva started from her nodding, and vigor¬ 
ously rcsiinu'd her cariling of the w'uolly 
fleece on the floor at her right hand. Ascer¬ 
taining that her visitor was only Sukey, she 
abated fhe vigor of her movements, and 
with a da^h of resentment in her voice, and 
a notable display of the whites of her e} cs, 
said— 

^ What you come fur?” 
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Siikey woH abashed; ahe hung her head 
and replied pheepinhly, “ Nothin’.” 

“ Whal’d you letch to put it in?” 

“Nothin’,’* Sukey answered yet more 
sheepishly. 

“ Then take it and go,” said Aunt Silva, 
with a little triunaphant toss of the head. 

‘‘To-morrow Christmas is cotning,” said 
Sukey, after a moment of irresolu.ion. 

“ What you gwyne to give me ef I keteh 
yer Christmus-gif ?” 

“ Don’t know; some bed-quilt pieces, I 
reckon.” 

“ Sarvant honey I I jist wishes you would. 
My quilt ain’t nigh pieced, and ef I don’t 
git it quilted this Christmus, marcy knows 
whenever I’ll git it done. What’s dat you’a 
got in yer bussum?” 

“ It’s a stocking,” replied Sukey, pulling 
out the concealed garment, “and please, 
Aunt Silva, won’t you darn this hole for 
me?” 

“ Lor, child, you must be ’stracted. Good¬ 
ness knows I’d heap ruther darn then spin, 
but I’s got a notlier cut to spin to-day,” and 
with emphasis she rolled off a roll, and de¬ 
posited it on her pile. “ Don’t you reckon 
I wants some Christmus? An’ how kin I 
hev Christmus ef I don’t git my week’s task 
done?” 

“ Yuu can do that cut to-night ” 

Here de nonsense you talkin’ I Dat’s 
jist like white folks talk. You never done 
no work, an’ you dun know iiulHu ’tall ’bout 
it. You link black iolks is ’factured uv In¬ 
jun rubbrt-—that us nebber gits tired—dat 
us nebber sleeps nor slumbers. I ’cerely 
wishes you wus a black pussun’, dat you jist 
might ’stand how it feels for a ’vidual to 
work half the night with no light to work 
by—no, not de har nor hide uv a Gindle. 
You go long; white folks dun know nuilin, 
and you’s de biggest little goose ’mong ’em,” 

“Now,look here. Aunt Silva,”said Sukey, 
her eyes kindling, “ mind what you say to 
your mistis; don’t you know I own you ? ” 

“Humph I” said Aunt Silva, dashing off 
another roll of wool, “ I own you, more 
like; and I owned yer mar afore you. When 
she wus a baby I wus de berry fust pusson 


dat eber wash and dress dat baby. Lor, 
chile, you needn’t talk—I own you and yer 
mar bofe.” 

“Niggers can’t own anything.” 

“Lor, chile, is you ’stracted? I ain’t no 
nigger; I’se er dark-complected white wo¬ 
man.” 

“ Well, now. Aunt Silvy,” said Sukey, per¬ 
suasively, “darn this stocking for me, and 
I’ll tell you something I’m going to do with 
it. Will you darn it if I’ll tell you?” 

Aunt Silva’s curiosity was aroused, but 
she said, nevertheless, “ I don’t keer nuffin 
’tall ’bout yer secrets, but I reckon es how 
I’ll hev to darn de stockin’ fur you, ef I kin 
fin’ my needle. I reckon it’s in dis chist, in 
my Sunday head-hankercher, ’cause, you see, 
I alers lies a place fur eberyting,” and she 
proceinlcd to empty a pokeberry-stained box, 
throwing out worn garments, dirty rags, 
bandannas, dried persimmons, knitting-work, 
a bunch of dried wild grapes, and a hunk of 
fat, uncooked bacon. 

“ ’Taint in here,” she said, gathering the 
miEcellaneous articles into a hejip in her 
arms, and restoring them to the box. “ May 
be I stuck it in de bed-quilt,” and going to 
tlie bed she felt all over it. “ Dem misera¬ 
ble young ’uns got dat needle—dem forsaken 
childun. Like as not dat Barb’ry’s swal¬ 
lowed dat liecdle. I alers puts it in de cor¬ 
ner uv my Sunday head-hankercher. I hes 
a place fur eberyting, you see, in de chist. 
Ole mistis larnl me to when I wus no bigger 
den you; dat was yer gran’mar on the Wil¬ 
liamses side—a berry different breed uv 
white folks from de Colemanses, I kin tell 
you. Praps I put dat needle in my pocket,” 
and she proceeded to turn out the contents 
of this omnium-gathcrum. There was a 
yard of red calico, a pipe, some loose to¬ 
bacco, a piece of sarsafras root, a bottle of 
hair oil, some coffee grains, and a new laid 
egg, which made Sukey’s eyes glisten, for 
she was very fond of eggs, and they were 
always very scarce about Christmas time, and 
in great demand for egg-nog and sweet po¬ 
tato custard. 

“ I most alers sticks my needle down in de 
corner uv my pocket, fur, don’t you see, de 
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only mortal way fur folks to git *long and 
not ’sume all der time a sarchin’ fur things, 
e« to hev a place fur eberyting, and what’s 
more, keep eberyting in its place.” 

“Maybe I’d better go and get one of 
ma’s ? ” said Sukey. 

“ No; I ’termined now to fin’ de ting. I’ll 
be boun’ some uv dem rogen’rate young ’uns 
hes been meddlin’ wid dat er needle. May¬ 
be I drapped it in de ashes, las’ night, when 
I wus sewin’ dat black piece onto my quilt,” 
and she began poking in the firei>lace with a 
pine' stick. 

Pcrlmps it’s in the broaches over there,” 
suggested Sukey, unable to think of any 
other place where it could possibly be 

“ No, ’tain’t thar, I’m sliow and sartain. 
I never spinned er needle into a broach in 
de course uv my ’sistence.” 

“ Oh I I see it I ” shouted Sukey. “ There 
it is, sticking in your head.” 

“Lor, sakes, yes; now I ’member,” and 
she pulled the needle from the convenient 
cushion formed by her woolly hair, and her 
bondanna stretched over it. “ Why didn’t I 
’member to think uv my head ? Dat’s de 
place I mos’ ginerally puts de needle—in my 
head. But, you see, I got clar out uv my 
head what 1 dun wid it. Now, make hos’e 
and han’ me yer stockin’, kase I’se got a 
nother cut to spin to-day. Now, you see* 
Miss Sukey,thar’s defferent ways uv darnin’. 
I alers darns dis way, kase I ’siders it de 
best.” She ran the needle around the hole, 
drew the thread up tightly, wound it around 
and around, and then tied a knot in it and 
bit it off. “Thar now, honey, it’s done. 
You mils’ ’member Aunt Si Ivy to-morrow, 
and save me some sweet ’tater pie. Mistis 
alers hes one fur Christmus. Jist leave it 
on yer plate, like as you didn’t want it, an* 
then run out to me wid it. I ain^t had no 
sweet ’tater pie sence I quit doin’ de cookiu’ 
fur de white folks.” 

Sukey gave her promise—a promise she 
found it hard to keep the next day, for she 
was very fond of sliced potato pie, and she 
was not helped to half as much as she could 
have eaten. 

“ What made you in sich a stew to git yer 


stockin’ darned ? What you up to, anyhow ?’* 

“ Won’t you tell if I tell you ? ” 

“ No.” 

“ ’Poll your word and holy honor ? ” 

“ I don’t swar. Miss Sukey.” 

“ Well, I’m going to hangup this stocking 
by the fireplace, so that Santa Claus can fill 
it.” 

“Taint Santa Claus wliat fills children’s 
stockin’s. He’s de man what ’scovered Mis- 
sissip’. It’s Raw IJead-an’-Bloody-Bones 
dat tills de stockin’s.” 

Sukey shivered a little at this name. 
“ No, Aunt Silvy,” she said, with great supe¬ 
riority, “Christopher Columbus discovered 
Mississippi. Santa Claus fills the stocking.s. 
Ma read about it, to-day, in a book.” 

“ What kind er book ? Wus it de Bible ? ” 
and Aunt Silva placed her arms akimbo, and 
took a qu^tioning, half-defiant attitude. 

“ No; but it was a Sunday-school book,” 
replied Sukey, triumphantly. 

Aunt Silva dropped her arms from her 
broad hips, picked up her rolls from the 
floor with a meditative air, placed them on 
the wheel, and began slowly drawing a roll 
into thread, to the thoughtful hum of the 
wheeL Suddenly she gave the wheel a 
twitch, and with a vim ran the thread on the 
broach. Then she turned to the child, who 
was about leaving, and said— 

“Look yer. Miss Sukey, you needn’t be 
calculatin’ dat Santa Claus ’ll come out yer. 
Don’t you know, chile, how fur away dis 
plantation is? An’ don’t you know how aw¬ 
ful de roads is cut up wid cotton wagina? 
Jim says de gullies wus ’menjousde las’ lime 
he went to Memphis, an’ dey’s a heap wusscr 
L now, an’ de bridges wus all washed away, 
an’ all ’long de road de wagins wus mired 
up to dar hubs, so dey had to dubble up 
teams and help one nother outen de holes. 
Jim’s ’hind dis time, now; he’s been gone 
more’n six days. He’s mired up somewhar 
on de road dis minit. Santa Claus never kin 
fin’ de way out to dis plantation. Jim says 
thar’s real many forks ’tween here and Mem¬ 
phis.” 

“ May be Santa Claus won’t come from 
Memphis.” 
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“ Jist hear de ijot talk I Whar else he 
gwyne cum from, you reckon ? You reckon 
lie’s gwyne to drap from de sky ? Ob coui-se 
he’ll come de Memphis road ; ebery ’specta- 
ble pusson comes de Mempliis road;” and 
Aunt Silva began to 611 her pipe for a smoke. 
“Thar’s mistis callin’. Run ’long, an’ ef yer 
mar axes you anything, jist tell her I’s spin- 
nin’,” and Aunt Silva lighted her pipe. 
“ An’ see here, honey, don’t forgit de sweet 
tater pie, to-morrow.” 

“ I’ll remember,” said Sukey, running off. 

That night, after Sukey had hung up her 
stocking, she knelt down with her back and 
feet to the glowing hickory 6re that roared 
in the broad chimney, to say her prayers. 
Aller her usual petition that God would 
bless Ma, Pa, and Baby, she did a strange 
thing. Sukey was learning the art of writ¬ 
ing, and she had exercised herself in it by 
writing to all her grandmas, and grandpas, 
and uncles, and aunts, and cousins; and she 
never hnished a letter without a postscript, 
which she thought had a 6ne effect. When 
reading her letter to her mother for criticism 
she would pronounce “ postscript” in a very 
distinguished way. So, on this night, after 
her customary prayer, she said, quite uncon¬ 
sciously, “ Postscript: And please, dear God, 
show Santa Claus the way to our house 
When he comes to the forks, tell him which 
road to take, for Christ’s sake.” 

For some time she watched, by the flicker¬ 
ing flrelight, the little red and white stock¬ 
ing, and then fell asleep to dream that Santa 
Claus brought her so much that, as he 
crammed the stocking, it grew and grew, un- 
til it had outgrown the meal bag, and yet it 
was running over. She was awakened by the 
sound of his wheels, and the tramp of hoofs. 
She was sure it was Santa Claus. There was 
the flare of lights across the window, and the 
sound of voices in the yard below. After 
some moments of intense suspense and curi¬ 
osity, she slipped out of bed and across the 
bare floor, and crouched down by the cur¬ 
tainless window. She was not long in ascer¬ 
taining the occasion of the disturbance. 
Jim had returned from Memphis, and they 
were unloading the wagon of the provisions 
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which had been ordered for the winter. 
There were barrels, and boxes, and bags, as 
she ascertained by the light of the dripping 
candles. She ached with curiosity to know 
what he had brought from that far-away 
city, which her fancy invested with a halo of 
romance, but she dared not leave her room 
for fear of her father’s displeasure. She 
shivered at the window until the last article 
had been removed, and the wagon driven 
away. Then she went on tiptoe to where 
her stocking hung. It was not swollen and 
knotted with candy and toys. It hung limp 
and lifeless. She put out her hand and gave 
it a squeeze. Nothing but the soft yarn and 
the pucker of Aunt Silva’s darning I Dis¬ 
appointed, but not without hope, she crept 
back to bed. She reached over in a moth¬ 
erly way to ascertain if baby was covered, 
for his care was committed to the little seven- 
year old girl, lest he might disturb the la¬ 
ther’s rest. She had scarcely fallen asleep 
when her mother came in to get the family 
B ockings for darning, that there might be 
no fretting, Christmas morning, over un¬ 
mended stockings. She found Sukey’s odd 
stocking, and wondered where the mate was. 
As she was leaving the room she discovered 
it by the 6replace. The quick tears sprang 
to her eyes, for she comprehended at once 
why it was there, though she had never seen 
a little Christmas stocking hungnn her house 
before. 

“ Poor little dear I ” she sighed, thinking 
over the lonely, unchild-like life Sukey led 
on the lonely plantation, with the hard, close 
man at the head—who thought that money 
invested in aught beside necessary food and 
clothing was wasted. 

For a long time the mother stood, with 
candle uplifted, loking through her tears at 
the little red and white stocking. What a 
beseeching, yet trustful, look it had! And 
what a disiippointed look it would wear in 
the morning 1 The tears started afresh as 
Sukey’s poor, disappointed face came before 
her. Then she began to revolve the thought 
of herself Ailing the stocking. But how 
could she? Eleven o’clock at night, Afty 
miles from Memphis, and eight miles from 
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the nearest cross-road’s store I She thought 
over her boxes of trinkets and ribbons, which 
she had kept through the lonely years, me¬ 
mentoes of her happy girlhood. But Sukey 
knew all these by heart For years it had 
been the child’s chief recreation to overhaul 
these boxes, and try the effect of this faded 
ribbon or that crushed flower, and hear 
mother tell the stories linked with them. 

Finally, the mother had an inspiration. 
The mother’s heart in the service of her 
child seldom waits long for its inspiration. 
She remembered the arrival from Memphis 
that night. There was a barrel of apples— 
the fii'st winter apples they had ever had in 
the house. Seven dollars a barrel they were, 
and she had wrung their purchase from the 
purse-holder. SuUcy should have the largest, 
rosiest apple that could be got at There 
was a loaf of sugar; Sukey should have a 
generous lump from the apex.^ There was a 
barrel of sugar-house molasses; Sukey should 
have some molasses candy. 

She hastened off to the closet under the 
stairs—to Sukey the enchanted closet, where 
all the “goodies ” of the house were stored. 
In the hall she gave a little scream ; she had 
run against some one. It was not Santa Claus. 

“ It’s me, Mistis,” said the subdued voice 
of Aunt Silva. “ I aiut here for stealin’ 
pupposes. I’s fetched some things fur Miss 
Sukey. Simple like, she’s hung up her 
stockin’, you see, ’spectingto git it crammed 
wid Christraus gifs. I couldn’t bar to hev 
her dispinted entirely, so I jist fetched these 
—not much of anything, but a right smart 
chance fur all dat Here’s a hickory-bark 
tooth brush, curled at bofe en’s; and here’s a 
few dried ’simmons, and a pint uv chestnuts; 
and here’s a bran-new egg — Miss Sukey 
loves eggs dearly, and I never stealed dis 
egg, Mistis; my ole dominick laid it dis 
blessed mornin’.” 

“ Thank you, Silva,** said Mi-s. Coleman, 
mentally resolving that for a Christmas 
present the thoughtful servant should have 
a certain blue and brown calico wrapper of 
hers. “ And now, I want you to help me 
make some molasses candy for Sukey, while 
I get up a rag doll.” 


“ Bress de I^ord, I haint been to a candy 
pull sence I lef ole marster’s.** 

The next morning Sukey was aroused 
by the firing of Christmas guns, followed 
by the music of banjo, violin, and jews- 
harp, accompanied by singing. She rub¬ 
bed her eyes, sat up in bed, and then re¬ 
alized that this was the negroes* usual an¬ 
nouncement of the advent of Christmas. 
One glance at her stocking showed her that 
it was not empty. She bounded to it, and 
with one hand shaking at the toe, and the 
other thrust in at the top, and with eyes on 
fire, she began an examination of its con¬ 
tents. Nobody but Sukey can ever know all 
the delight and happiness that was poured 
from that one little stocking into her night¬ 
gown skirt. No other apple, in all the after 
years, ever seemed so round, so ])lump, so 
rosy, BO juicy. The dried pei*simmons were 
better than figs, and the rag baby, with its 
inky features—no Paris doll, with kid gloves, 
parasol and pannier was ever more welcome. 
The daintiest confection was never more en¬ 
joyed than that lump of loaf sugar. As for 
the molasses candy, so white and feathery, it 
was a protracted rapture to Sukey’s candy- 
hungry lips. The chestnuts she counted 
over and over, till the down was worn off the 
brown beauties, and they shone like polished 
mahogany. 

But do not suppose that Sukey sat there on 
the floor, nibbling her candy, and cracking 
her chestnuts, and munching her persimmons. 
No, indeed. She had no sooner emptied her 
stocking, in the short skirt of her night¬ 
gown, than she gathered it up, and with 
tousled hair, but kindled face, ran to moth¬ 
er’s room. 

“ Christmas gi ft, Ma! Christmas gift. Pa ! ** 
she cried, burating in upon them. 

“ What ’re you runnin’ roun’ here naked 
for ? Get back to bed this minute,’* growled 
her father. 

But Sukey did not hear, or, for once, did 
not heed her father’s words. “Seel” she 
continued, pantingly, “ what Santa Claus has 
brought me—this beautiful apple, and this 
splendid candy, and this lovely doll 1 Look, 
I^Ia.” 
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Ma sat up in bed, was duly surprised, and 
ail mired every thing. 

“A pretty piece of business! snarled the 
father, comprehending the situation, and 
reckoning all the coffee that sugar might 
have sweetened. 

And an egg I cried the child. “ I won¬ 
der how dear Santa knew I loved eggs so? " 

“And eggs seventy-five cents a dozen!" 
continued the father, peevishly. 

“Go and show Aunt Silva," said her 
mother, unwilling that the child’s happiness 
should be marred by his fault-finding. 
“ The egg was given for her by Silva," she 
continued, apologetically, when Sukey was 
gone. 

“ Yes; and Silva stole it. Them niggers 
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make way with every egg laid on this plan- 
tiition. It’s curious, their hens are always 
laying and mine never. The lying knave^ ! 
Not one of them shall keep a chicken after 
this. And them apples cost seven dollars, 
1 suppose they’re to be wasted on that child." 

“ Is anything wasted that makes our child 
as happy as we have just seen her? " asked 
the wife, quietly. 

“ A little apple would have done just os 
well." 

“ Husband, this is Sukey’s first Christmas, 
and she will never forget it." 

Nor has she forgotten it, reader. I can 
answer for this, for I had the assurance from 
her own lips yesterday. 
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TKE WINTER BIRD. 

BV BkTilNK FRY. 


llo! flitting again to my window sill, 

In the crystal snow-cups dipping thy bill, 

Over gleaming driAs, thro’ the frosty air, 

DosH thon find the honey th 'U’rt seeking there 7 
Oh ! brave little heart, oh! tender feet, 

To teach us the wiuter's cold to meet. 

1 love thee more, than the brightest bird, 

With the sweetest »>ug e’er the summer heard. 

And whence dost thou come f Is thy mossy nest 
Cosily hid. In some old tree’s crest? 

Where the strong-armed winds rock thee to sleep, 
And silvery star-beams watch o’er thee keep, 

Or light-winged flakes, all the silent night. 

Weave round thee soA curtains of dazxling white. 
Oh! I love thee more than the brightest bird, 
With the sweetest song e’er the summer heard. 


For thou comest not only in sunshiny weather. 
Thy harvest of glittering grains to gather, 

Not when soA breeaes fly thro’ the green della. 
To ring the blue, waxen, and golden bells, 

But in winler drear, to my window low. 

To drink to my health, in a goblet of snow. 

Oh I I love thee more than the brightest bird, 
With the sweetest song e’er the summer heard. 

For thou’rt so fearless,—so trusteth the love. 
That fhlleth on all, from the Father above. 

Oh! light as the vapor; oh! fresh as the dawn. 
Skim o’er the fields, to our cottage each mom, 
Brigiit eyes will beam out, thy soA wings to sec, 
And little hands toss the fresh crumbs to thee. 
Oh! I love thee more than the brlghleat bird, 
With the sweetest song e’er the summer heard. 


READY FOR A KISS. 

BY A. n. POC. 


Mamma, I’s been washln’, 
Don't you see I has ? 
Curled my hair my own self, 
Sweetest ever was. 

Nozzer time I was not 
Half aa nice as this; 

See I’s fixed up, mamma, 
Beady for a kiss. 

Johnnie ’a having trouble, 
Dreflie trouble, too; 
Bird-^^ In his pocket. 
Keeps a cornin' through; 


I ain’t a dirty baby, 

D«^ you think I is, 

’Spect I’s your pet, Taddie, 
Ready for a kiss. 

Thought I’d put my Sunday 
Apron on for fun, 

’Cause I got cat feddera 
On the ozzor one. 

Les’ p’tend things, mamma. 
Say, now, don’t you wis’— 
Wla’ I was a heathen. 

So you couldn’t ktaa ? 
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GRANDFATnER’S ADVENTURE—A TRUE STORY. 

BT AOOr T. 6EWALL. 


It irns a stormy eveninp: It had heeni a 
stormy day, and as the gat he ring darkness set¬ 
tled over the silent street three little faces 
pressed against the wimiow pane, vainly try¬ 
ing to distinguish among the passers-by one 
familiar form. 

‘‘ Perhaps he’ll bo tired when he comes 
home, Blossie 

‘‘ That makes n> difTerence, Tom,” said the 
little maiden, as she shook back her curls. 
“ When Uncle says he will do a thing, it’s cer¬ 
tain sure.” 

A ring at the door started the children to 
the hall, crying ‘‘he’s come.” And there ho 
stood—a tall, stout man, wliosc dark hair was 
threaded with white, lie was a kind man ; 
you could see that by the affectionate manner 
in which he greeted the children. You would 
have thought they were his own, but they 
were orphans ; when their parents died Uncle 
Robert took them into his heart and home, 
and they were no longer desolate. 

The children divested him of his wet wrap¬ 
pings and led him to the glowing coal fre, 
chattering gayly meanwhile, but no mention 
was made of the promise. Blossom had 
placed her finger on her lips to let the boys 
know not a word was to be said. Ah! she 
was a politic little woman, and knew if any 
one had a request to make of a great, grown 
man. it is belter to do it after tea than before. 

“ Well, Tom,” said Uncle Robert an hour 
later, “ you look as if you wanted to aik for 
something, and Blossom looks restless. Y 014 
have all been getting into some scrape, or 
want to make molasses candy, or to go and 
see Punch and Judy.” 

“No we don’t,” cried all together. “We 
want you to tell us a story, you promised,” 
and Blossom’s soft little arm went round his 
neck. 

“ A story ; why, blc«« me I ” and the great 
man rose from his ctiair. “ I should be 
ashamed to tell one.” 

“ Ah! but a true story is what we want; 
and you promised, you know.” So, in consid¬ 
eration of his promise, Uncle Robert was 
obliged to yield. 


“ I think I must tell you of something that 
happened to your great-great-grand tat her 
when he w'as quite a young man, one hundred 
years ago. He was born in New England, iit 
a time when towns were few and far between, 
and in the country neighbors could hardly see 
each other’s houses for the thick woods, which 
extended for miles and miles. The old home¬ 
stead, a little log house, stood about a stone’s 
throw from the banks of the Sheep.scott, a 
swift-flowing stream, which wound round pic¬ 
turesque islands on its way to the sea. It was 
one of Grand father’s chief delights to launch 
his little boat, and explore the creeks and in¬ 
lets of his native river. The canoe was not 
famous for its beauty, for it was the trunk of 
an old forest tree hollowed out, but it was a 
stanch little affair, and rode the waves like a 
feather. 

“The spring of 17— was an unusually early 
one ; the ice in the river had broken up, and 
by the last of March had drifted away ; the 
birds had returned to their summer haunts, 
and the earth was rejoicing. On a charming 
morning in April, Grandfather and the two 
Albees, fine young men somewhat older than 
himself, planned an excursion to the mouth of 
the Sheepscott, there expecting to find good 
fowling and fishing. They were to go in the 
old canoe, carry their dinner with them, and 
have a jolly time of it. They were plentifully 
provided with fishing tackle, but had only one 
gun between them. 

“ Gaily the little boat pushed from its moor¬ 
ings and floated down stream with the current, 
while the young men made the shores echo 
with song and laughter. On nearing Barter’s 
Island they spied a bear swimming across the 
river to Squaw Island. George and Sam 
Albee instantly proposed firing at him, but 
Grandfather olijected. The young men 
laughed at him, and the canoe was turned to 
head the bear off. Ilia position was tempting ; 
he had to sustain himself in the water, and 
his head only being visible was a good mark 
for a bullet. The young men had nothing but 
small shot, and they never doubted but that 
Bruin would prove an easy prey. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



168 

“As the boat neared the bear he seemed 
filled wiih nige, atiid with rapid stroke swum 
toward it. Albee fired a charge at hU head, 
which only maddened him, and, alter raising 
his huge h»rui high in the water, he attempted 
to throw himselt on to the boat. The danger 
was great. Sam, who sat in the prow of the 
canoe, raised the butt end of his gun and 
dealt a heavy blow at the creature’s head. 
The ferocious animal, with one blow of Ir.s 
paw, sent the gun flying in one direction and 
the l)lceding body of poor Sam in the other. 
The water clo.sed over both man and gun. 

“The bear again attempted to board the 
boat, when George, seizing the ax, tried to 
cleave its head j it skMlI'ully warded the blow, 
and the *ix also disappeared. It was all the 
work of an instant, and an oar snatched up 
was broken in two. Tlie bear rolled his huge 
form into the boat and George fell to the bot¬ 
tom under him. Gramirathcr threw himself 
into the water, and, as he swam, looked baick 
and saw George just behind him, liis face torn 
and bleeding. ‘ Swim, Thomas,' he cried, 

‘swim for your life,’ and immediately disap¬ 
peared. 

“Grandfather was a good swimmer, and 
buoyed himself in the water for some time. 
The bear, meanwhile, had possession of the 
boat, and sat quietly licking the blood from 
his wounded body. He then leaped into the 
water and swam for Barter’s Island. 

“Grandfather, after coniinued effort, suc¬ 
ceeded ill getting into the boat. He secured 
one of the oars, and the tide and south wind 
coming in together, with iheir help he was 
able to turn his boat up river and start in the 
direction for home. He heard the sound of 
wood-cutters on the further side of ^qiiaw 
Island, and turned his course in that direction. 
He found five hardy men at work, their axes 
merrily ringing and the forest trees bowing 
l>€foi e them. They ceased their blows on see¬ 
ing the little craft coming toward them, with 
its pale and dripping oarsman guiding it 
through the water with (>uch unsteady hand. 
His sad story was soon told The men made 
a fire, dried his clothes, warmed him with a 
drink of rum, cut b-m a small tre^e for a sail, 
and seeing him homeward bound, started for 
Barter’s Island in search of the bear, wh'ch 
they found dead from the effects of his wounds. 
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Grand father pushed on bis way with a 
heat'y heart. The sun was shining as bright¬ 
ly, tl e birds were singing, and the river dai.ced 
along as merrily as it did that mom,not8eem- 
ing to know that the world bad less of beauty 
and life. 

“It WA.S a sad group that gathered around 
Grandfather in the twilight and listened to the 
mournful story of the morning. 1 he follow¬ 
ing Sabbath was a most solemn day. Ihe 
little church was crowded with neighbors from 
far and near. The preacher took for his text, 
‘And 1 only am escaped alone to tell thee.’ 
It was a most impressive sermon, and there 
was scaicfly a dry eye iu the whqle congrega¬ 
tion. 

“No trace of the young AIbces was ever 
found, and it was many months before the 
shadow cast by this s.ad event was lifted from 
their young associates.” 


THK LION’S DEN. 

BY OEHALD NOBTII. 

Yon boys who rend iEsop’s Fables, will re¬ 
mem I »er t.he story of the lion who feigned to 
be sick, and induced all the smaller beasts to 
come ai d pay their respects to him in his den. 
Only the tox, it w ^s noiiced,()id not come, and 
the lion sent to inquiie the reason. 

“ Tell his majesty,” said the shrewd fellow, 
“ that when 1 diaw ntar the mouth of his den, 
and see the prims of my fellow-creatures’ feet 
all poiiiting forw'ard, and none backward, 1 
am warned not to venture further.” 

There is a lesson in wisdom for you. The 
fable might have been wiitien to-day, if only 
some keen-eyed il^.-op would walk along our 
streets and lake note of the lions’ dens, and 
the silly dupes that a»e always going in, but 
never coming out. Cirog shops, saloons, the¬ 
aters, gambling dens! do you think when you 
Have once entwed, y«'U can come away at will? 
Never believe it. If the old lion does not 
devour you at once, he will eat you piecemeal. 
Be sure you will not escape without at least 
the mat Us of his teeth and claw's. So traek$ 
o mitio out! The people who come away 
leave behind purity, and honor, and honesty, 
and manhood ; they enter whole ; they limp 
away, maimed and disfigured, by another door. 
Take warning, boys, and when the old lion 
sets his traps in the shape of music, and mer¬ 
riment, and pleasant company, to draw you 
inside his door, be sure there is an inner den 
where terrible jaws are lying in wait. “ A« 
tracks coviirnj trtit/’ says i£sop, whic4t is only 
another version of Solomon’s declaration : 

“ There is a way that seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof is death.” 


Tke Little Corporal Magazine, 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


iC;,.] 


TJie Little Corporal Magazine. 


IC'J 



CHRISTMAS CAROLS. 


UY M\UY K. C. \VVKT:I. 


It was Chnsfmas Eve all over the world. 
Ill 0 thousand homes loving hearts, hapj\v or 
Bad, were filled with thoughts of kindiies-*, and 
sympathy, and love. Busy hands were weav¬ 
ing offerings for the morrow, and busy feet 
were Imslening homeward to cheerful, wailing 
firesides. In a pleasant homestead a young 
girl of sixteen was busily engaged in adding 
the fini>hi:ig touches to some dainty bit of 
workmanship. She formed a pretty pictu'e 
Jicrsclf, as she sat curled up in the deep win¬ 
dow sill, where the fire-light, brightening in 
the twilight, fi ished its warm color over her 
shining hair and delicate cheek. Her soft, 
dark eyes shone with a subdued but earnest 
light, and the lithe figure managed the dainty 
nfiaterial of her work with a graceful and deft 
manipulation attractive to the beholder. The 
beholder was a gray-haired man, who occu¬ 
pied the great arm-chair in the window corner 
of the fireplace, and who leaned upon his cane 
and watched the pretty maiden, fair young 
Rosamond, at her work, and smiled to think 
how like she was to another Rosamond he hud 


kno'vn, and loved, and buried, in the rears so 
long gone by. 

“ Keep good watch. Grandpa,” said the 
fresh young voice. “ Don't let anybody scud 
along yours'de ‘unbeknownst,' as Biddy soys. 
I’m so alraid Papa will steal a march on me. 
I wouldn’t have him to sec this for a pretty. 
Isn’t it a beauty ? Won't he be pleased with 
it? Come now, Grandie, dear, don’t look so 
solemn and owlish. It’s Chris’mns Eve. 
What are you thinking of so deeply ? ” 

I'he old man looked up and smiled. 

“ I was thinking, Rosie, of how' good and 
how pleasant it is to have Christmas come, 
and to have one day in all the year on which 
there is so much good will. I was thinking 
how all these love gifts that we make to each 
other, and all the kind feelings we have toward 
one another, go to form a precious love-gift to 
the I.<ord of Christmas. Indeed, the ‘peace 
on earth and good will to man' that prevails 
on Chri.stin.as Day in the ‘Glory to God in the 
Highest.’” 

‘•That’s beautiful, Grandie, dear,” ex- 
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claimed the young girl. “ It's a genuine 
Ciiridtmas Cnrol. J always did saj that my 
Giandpa’s fireside lectures were sermon and 
hymn all in one. Oh, dearie me, here comes 
Papa up the steps, with his arms full of bun¬ 
dles. Let me run.'* And gathering up her 
work Rosamond went from the room. 

At the same hour that Rosamond’s papa as¬ 
cended the steps of his beautiful home, an¬ 
other father entered the door of an humble 
cottage not far distant, lie bore no Christ¬ 
mas bundles in his arms. Ilis eyes were sad 
and his manner dejected. Before the cheerful 
fire, whose ruddy blaze lit up the small, low 
room, a young girl was kneeling while she 
toasted slices of brcid for the evening meal. 

“ It’s Christmas Eve, Papa,” she said, wiili 
a lively nod of welcome. ” Stoop down and 
give me a good, sweet, cool kiss ; this fire is 
toasting my checks as well as the slices. 
Mamma is putting Bud to bed. lie went 
sound asleep on the rug and wouldnt wake 
up. Tea Is all ready. 1 wish Harry was here.” 

Maybe it was the cheerful fire-warmth, or 
ma>be the bright young face and cheery 
tones of the little daughter that wrought the 
charm—I only know that the sad eyes bright¬ 
ened to a fond smile as (be father looked lov¬ 
ingly into the upturned face of his child. The 
room was cosey and comfortable, although the 
furniture ^yas plain and the adornments of the 
simplest kind. The table was spread for tea, 
and the, cloth, and cups and saucers, and 
plates, were speckless and shining, and laid 
with scrupulous nicety. The teapot simmered 
on the hearth, and within a smooth oval of 
hot ashes lay the mealy brown j tekets that 
were to form the evening meal, 'flie mother 
entered the room and greeted her husband 
with a smile. At the same moment a boyish 
voice was heard at the door, and a pair of 
stamping feet on the doorstep kept time to a 
sort of rude melody that the boy’s voice sang 
to the w ords : 

Now It ia winter, and I am discontent. 

My coat is somewhat like an ugly rent. 

And all the snow from oQ the top of the house 
Came down into my bosom—sqush-ker-seuse." 

‘‘ Harry Minium, you noisy youngster,” ex¬ 
claimed the girl, gaylr, as she sprang to open 
the door, “ why, where have you beeu ? 
Vou’re covered with snow 1 ” 


I should saj so,” said the boy, shaking 
himself. 

“ Dame Hinckly’s old slant roof avalanched 
ju.^t as I popped under the eaves—hence my 
cottchume, J don’t care. It’s Christmas Eve, 
and I’ve earned fifty cents carrying bundles, 
and have got two jobs for to-morrow. We’ll 
bive a Christmas supper if we don,*t have 
plum-pudding and turkey dinner.” 

Sli—sh,” interrupted his sister. “ Get 
off your coat and come to tea. We’ve ele¬ 
gant roast potatoes and toast.” 

Somehow the brave, cheery boy, and Uie 
equally bright and brive sister, made the 
homely room seem almost radiant, and the 
sad-eyed lather and pat.ent mother sat down 
to the fiugal meal with a Christinas caiul of 
thaiiklulness in their hearts for the peace that 
was theirs in the gift of their nohle-hearted 
children. True, they were poor and in sore 
trouble, but the trouble came not nigh them 
in the same manner that it had come to some 
of their neighbors. They had not ungrateful, 
rebellious children to wring their hearts with 
anguish And they chose to praise God for 
the blessings He bad given them, rather than 
to repine for what He had denied them. 

“ V/e must lose the cottage, Mildred,” Mr. 
Minturn said to his wife when alone with her, 
** but we must not lose our trust in God. Let 
us sing a hymn of praise. Our home will be 
sold next week, but we can celebrate our la^t 
Christmas in the dear old place with a pleas¬ 
ant sound of carols, can’t we 

When Rof.imond went from her grandfather 
she sought her own room to put by her little 
treasure. 

“A love-gift to the Lord of Cliristmts,” 
she repeated to henclf. “ That is beautiful— 
but 1 have no such gift. Kone of mine are 
meant for Him. 1 never think such good and 
holy thoughts of myself.” 

She danced over the array of presents she 
had with such interest prepared. “ Something 
for every one who will be likely to give r/is 
something,” she said aloud. ** And I’d never 
a thought of any one else. ChriaVi birthday, 
and no gift for Christ.” 

At the table Ro.«amond’s father said: ”I 
heard to-day that the Minturn cottage is to be 
sold next week under a mortgage. Minturn's 
been unfortunate late'y—^ut of employment 
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so long. It will go hard with him to lose his 
home. It won’t bring over eight hundred dol¬ 
lars at auction, and the mortgage calls for 
three hundred more. The interest and costs 
will consume another hundred. He won’t have 
much left." 

*• What a pity," said Mrs. Gale ; “ such a 
good man, and such a nice family. Can’t 
something be done ? ’’ 

** I don’t see what,’’ said Mr. Gale. “He 
asked me to lend him four hundred dollars and 
take a mortgage, but 1 couldn’t just now. It’s 
too near the close of the year. 1 need the 
money in my business.’* 

“It’s too bad," said Mrs. Gale. “Poor 
Miiiturns. How sad they must be to-night. 
It quite spoils my Christmas.’’ 

After tea Grandpa called Rosamond into 
the library. 

“Come, Rosie,** he said, “what am I to 
do ? It’s too hard fur our neighbor Miiiturn 
to lose his home this way. 1 could help him 
by making a little sacrifice.’’ 

“ Oh do help him then,** said Rosamond. 

“ But if I do, somebody must needs do with¬ 
out the Christmas present I intended to be¬ 
stow.’’ 

“ Well, Grandpa, who would be so selfish 
as to care ? ’* 

“I am afraid my little Rosie will,’’ sa'd 
Grandpa. “My one gift is intended for her, 
and it is to cost just four hundred dollars. I 
have selected it, and intend buying it to-night, 
and having it sent up in the morning—unless, 
indeed"— 

“ Oil, Grandpa! a present for me to cost 
four hundred dollars ! it — is it a new 

piano ? Oh, you dear, beautiful Grandpa. 
Just what I bad so longed for. My old, worn- 
out hurdy-gurdy is a real trial to me." 

She bad quite forgotten everything and 
everybody save the much wished for piano and 
the generous and doatiug grandfather. Sud¬ 
denly she recollected. 

“Oh, Grandpa," she said, “I understand 
you now. Either I must give up the piano or 
the Mintums must give up their home." 

She threw her arms around her grand¬ 


father’s neck, and hid her face, and the tears 
that would- come, upon his shoulder. It was a 
sharp struggle between 6 elf-love and Christ- 
love. The dear grandpa’s words enme to her 
mind—“ a love-gift to the Lord of Christmas" 
—and she whispered, as she kissed ihe old 
man’s silvery locks, “ Dear Grandpa, we will 
not buy the piano. We will make a love-gift 
to the Lord instead." 

“ Rose of the world,” murmured her grand¬ 
father fondly, “you make my heart sing for 
joy. No music that you could ever have 
dr.iwn from the piano I had hoped to give you 
could have yielded me such delight as does 
your sweet voice now, when it speaks in ac¬ 
cents of unselfish love. It chimes in my 
heart a true Christmas Carol." 

“ Then each has sung a carol to the other," 
said the young girl, her face beaming with 
smiles, “only mine would never have been 
sung at all had not yours been sung first. 
Aren't we happy, Grandie ? I feel almost as 
if it were my Imme that was saved." 

“We mustn’t be selfish on Christmas Eve. 
Get me my coat. I’ll go down and speak a 
good word to Minium," said the good old man. 
'J'ears were in his eyes now. When Grandpa 
returned Rosamond was sitting at the old 
piano, and the family were singing a Christ¬ 
mas Carol— 

*• Chime, bells, chime. 

Glory be to God above— 

Christ has come to live and love, 

Chime, bells, chime.** 

“ The old hurdy-gurdy sounds splendidly to¬ 
night, Grandie, dear," cried the young girl. 

“ Rose of the world," said Grandpa, softly, 
“it is because of the love-gift." 

And the Christmas Carols chimed lovingly 
nil the dreamful night, not only in the hearts 
of the dwellers in the abode of plenty, but in 
the grateful hearts of those who sang carols 
while yet in darkness, and to whom the Lord 
of Christmas had sent his servant with a 
promise of help for their time of trouble. 

Glory he to God in ths highest, and on tarih 
peaeSf and good-will toward men.” 
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KELLIE'S NUTTING PARTY. 

BY ANNA D. TUORPE. 


“ Georgie! Georgie !” Mother was at the 
foot of the stairs calling, and Willie was hold¬ 
ing on to her dress and calling too, Deorgie I 
Deorgie 1’* 

Georgie was up in her cosey little room 
hunting in the piece-bag for something nice 
for Maria Louisa's new dress. “ Deorgie, 
Deorgie, turn see what you dot !’* shouted 
Willie, at tlie top of his voice, and Georgie 
was in such haste to go that Maria Louisa 
got a dreadful tumble, that came near break¬ 
ing her beautiful head. Mother had a letter 
fur her, she found, when she gut down stairs, 
a letter in a cunning little envelope, and she 
sat down on the bottom stair to read it. 

“ Dear Georgie: Alliennd I arc going chest¬ 
nutting over to the Ridge Woods ; we're going 
in the carry-all, and mother's going to fix us 
a lunch, and we are going to stay all day and 
drive Doll and Ranger, and we want you and 
Willie to go if your mother will let you. 
Tease real hard, won't you, because we want 
you to go real bad. 1 guess Walter and cou¬ 
sin Carrie are going too. 

** Your truest and best friend, 

.VRT.LIB. 

“ P. S.—I read this to Allie, and she says 
I ought to tell you we are going Saturday, 
but of course you would know that." 

That was what the letter said, and Georgie 
knew by the smile in mothei's eyes, when she 
had finished reading it to her, that she could 
GO. 

“ You’re such a splendid, darling mother." 
she cried, throwing her arms around her neck 
and kissing her, “1 know l*ui going." 

“Yes, 1 guess you and Willie may go,” 
said mother. 

Then C^eorgie went to put away the letter 
up in her queer box, with the one she got from 
Aunt Fanny once, and the “ Rewards of Mer¬ 
its," and all the other precious things ; back 
again to the piece-bag to find Maria Louisa's 
dress pattern, telling Willie, who had fol¬ 
lowed her, what a famous time they would 
have ; how they would get heaps and heaps 
of nuts; and the dinner up in the woods, 
wouldn’t that be jolly ? 


“ Me and Deorgie goin* tes-nutting,” said 
Willie that night at the tea-table. 

“ Me and Deorgie better wait awhile," said 
father, “till Jack Frost conics and opens 
the burs, or I am afraid you will find the nuts 
hanging higher than the fox's grapes." 

Willie did not care for that. ” Dessed he 
could get a drate bid pole and knock ’em 
down," at which every one laughed, even 
Georgie, though she did not like the idea of 
going nutting and getting no nuts. 

But that night it rained, and in the morning 
it swept round into the northwest. “ How 
cold it has grown," said every one ; and when 
night came round again, and Georgie was fas^ 
asleep in her warm bed. Jack Frost came s’eal- 
ing around, cutting down the melon vines 
with his sharp fingers and tracing odd wliitg 
figures all over the grass. Up in the wood- 
he pinched the chestnut burs with his hard 
hands, and they flew wide apart, whilst the 
little brown nuts began to drop softly down 
into the leaves. 

Georgie fairly clapped her hands when she 
peeped out of the window and saw the frost- 
covered ground in the morning. David, the 
hired man, went to mill in the course of the 
forenoon ; when he came back and was un¬ 
loading the grist, Georgie overheard him Siiy 
to her father, “That Braddock feller was 
there from beyond the Ridge, and 1 heerd 
him tellin’ Murphy how thick the nuts are this 
year, and he said th&t the wind was threshiu’ 
'em out this morning like anything.” 

The next day was Saturday, and Georgie 
was up bright and early, helping mother be¬ 
fore slie should go. Willie had been dressed 
in his warm clothes, thick shoes and gloves, 
and been watching at the gate a long time. 
The luncheon, nicely packed in a basket, 
stood wailing in the hall, and Georgie, her¬ 
self, with her wrappings on, and a bundle of 
shawls in her arms, was just beginning to feel 
anxious and count the minutes, when the carry- 
all drove in sight. Such laughing and shout¬ 
ing as there was then. Mother came out to 
sec them ofT; the basket was stowed safely 
away under a scat; Wiilic found a snug cor- 
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ner, and Georgia sat on the front seat with 
Walter and Nell. 

“ Take good care of Willie,” were mother’s 
parting words as she kissed them good-bj, 
and away they went. 

Over a sunny road, up and down pleasant 
little hills, trotted Doll and Ranger briskly. 
Did they ever draw a nr.errier load? On they 
went, whilst the happy children chatted and 
laughed, past beauliiul mansions, past pretty 
cottages, past little children playing by the 
roadside ; by and by there was a turn in the 
road, and the houses were not so near to¬ 
gether, and longer and longer distances inter¬ 
vened between them, till at length they neared 
the Ridge Woods. Oh I what beautiful, beau¬ 
tiful woods they were that sunny October 
morning, all red and green and golden, in 
the sunlight. The wind had spread a carpet 
of the gorgeous, many-tinted leaves on the 
ground, whilst more were softly floating down, 
and, hid away in the brilliant tree-tops, a few 
late birds were chattering noisily. 

Just away from the road, and screened from 
it by a clump of pine-trees, they left the wag¬ 
on, hitching Doll and Ranger to a tree. Wal¬ 
ter brought the baskets, Georgie and Nellie 
the bags for the nuts. I'he first thing was to 
find a place to lunch ; they found one speedily 
enough, a lovely spot too ; it was a long way 
from the wagon, they thought, but it was so 
pleasant they would not mind that; so thcie 
tliey left the baskets, and there they were to 
bring the nuts. 

Early in the morning it had been quite cool, 
but the wind had died softly away, and the sun, 
as he mounted higher and higher in the heav¬ 
ens, seemed to grow warmer and brighter; it 
was just right, every one said. 

Bright eyes, peeping here and there, soon 
found plenty of nuts, little shining nuts biding 
under the leaves, and nuts in great burs that 
looked so rough and ugly outside, and were so 
soft and velvety within. It took seme time to 
fill the bags, there was so much fun going on. 
Nellie, Georgie and Walter ran up and down, 
pelting each other with leaves and nuts, in a 
wild frolic. Carrie’s busy fingers would work 
busily for a while, then she would stop to play 
some funny prank or trick upon the others; 
but it was quiet Allio’s steady working, and 
little Willie’s coming so often with bauds and 


‘*pottets” full, that swelled their store the 
most. 

Tired at length, and warm, they sat down 
in a group upon the leaves whilst Carrie 
spread the contents of the baskets before 
them ; light spungy biscuit, cold fried chick¬ 
en so crisp and brown, delicate cake, New- 
Tear’s cookies, the jelly cake Nellie had 
made all herself, with AHie’s tahs and a can 
of pickled peaches, madeacapital lunch. Wil¬ 
lie got the wish-bone and saved it to wish with 
mother. Then, when they had finished, and 
Nellie had gathered up the remainder, they all 
went deeper into the woods to where a spring 
came bubbling out of the ground : there they 
took refreshing draughts of the clear spark¬ 
ling water, and stood for a while watching the 
tiny stream ns it ran leaping down the hill to 
join the brook below, a brook so wide and 
deep it was almost a river, W alter thought. 

Buck to the old spot to build a fire of the 
dry twigs and chips, and to sit for half an hour 
roasting nuts in the coals ; then they were 
quiet for a while watching the blackbirds and 
the shy squirrels that would come out and 
peep cautiously at them, and then scamper 
noiselessly away ; listening to the rustling 
leaves, each one of which, Nellie said, seemed 
to sing a happy little song. By and by Wal¬ 
ter, Allie and Carrie took an empty basket and 
went off seeking bright leaves, and after a 
little, Georgie and Nellie, too, started away, 
leaving 'Willie piling up the fallen leaves in 
great heaps. Nellie began telling a story, 
such a good one that as Georgie became in¬ 
terested she quite forgot the little fellow left 
all alone, and they went further and wete gone 
onger than they expected to be. The others, 
all but Willie, were sitting on the ground 
when they returned, with their basket well 
filled with cones and leaves. 

“Hadn’t we better be going home pretty 
soon?” asked Walter, glancing at the sun 
which was nearing the western horizon. 

* 'V'es,*’ returned Georgie, “ I think we had ; 
but where is Willie ?” 

“ Willie! I thought he went with you !” 

** Oh, DO,” exclaimed Georgie and Nellie, 
both in a breath, “ we left him hero.” 

“ Willie ! Willie 1” 

The little rogue is hiding,” laughed Wal¬ 
ter, starting up ; ** let’s hunt him up.” 
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Tliey came together after a few minutes’ 
fruitless search, looking anxious. Again they 
separated, hunting further in every direction, 
and again came back with no better success. 

The river I” cried Georgie, suddenly, and 
in a moment more they were running up and 
down its bank with white, terrified faces, and 
shouting his name at the top of their voices. 
No Willie answered ; the water went rushing 
on and on, heeding them not, and the song 
of the rustling leaves seemed changed to low 
sighs and moaning. 

“We are losing .time,” said Walter, at 
length. “We must get help, some one that 
knows these woods.” 

“Oh ves !” cried Georgie, who was begin¬ 
ning to feel very faint and sick at heart, “and 
we must get some one to go for father.” The 
way back to the wagon, that had not seemed 
gO far in the happj morning, seemed long and 
die iry to the hopeless, saddened little party. 
Georgie broke into a passion of sobs and tears 
when they reached it. 

“Oh! my darling, darling little brother, 
where can he be 

Nellie tried to say something hopeful, but 
choked and sobbed instead. Walter was un¬ 


[Dcccmbcr, 

tying the horses and trying hard to keep up 
hope and not break down. Allie had got up 
into the carry-all and stumbled over some¬ 
thing, something wrapped up in the girls’ 
shawls and water-proofs ; she stooped down 
and pulled away the wrappings, and there, 
with the wish-bone in one hand and the other 
filled with chestnuts, lay Willie, snug and 
safe and fast asleep. Such a cry of surpiise 
and joy as there was then! In a moment 
Georgie was up in the wagon nearly smother¬ 
ing the little fellow with hugs and kisses. It 
di(f not take long for them all to grow merry 
again. 

“To think,” said Walter, laughing, “we 
never thought of looking here.” “ And 'twns 
80 far away he never heard us call,” chimed 
in Nellie. 

Mothvr, who in the twilight was watching 
for them, feeling just a little aiix’ous at their 
lateness, did not know then—but she did after¬ 
ward—what it was that made the hymn they 
were singing as they came along sound so 
much sweeter and more heartfelt than ever 
before: 

** Praise tlic l/>ril, the Hlver of all! 

I.et the elilldren in rapture HU uierdcs recall, 
Tiie liou.ilifiil Oivei ul ..11.” 
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CRAZY ROCK. 

DT aMAND.\ T. JOXB8. 


Hattie TTendon sat lost In thought. Across 
her forehead lay a line of annoyance, and in 


her fixed, blue eye there was a shade of care. 
Her lips quivered a little, as if some grief 
were stirring, like a restless wave, in her 
heart. And this is what she thought: 

“ ‘ Slow to anger; ’ that was in the chapter 
that father read this morning. Not ten min¬ 
utes before Joe and I had quarreled, though 
nobody knew it. I don’t know whose fault it 
was, but we both got angry so quickly, and 
said such hateful things, that it scares me to 
think of it. I wonder if Joe noticed the verse. 
Would there be any harm in asking him ?” 

Hattie’s eyes wandered away to the little 
gate, where Joe stood leaning and looking 
steadfiistly into the wheat field across the 
road, as though there was something there 
more remarkable than gophers, if it would 
only venture to show itself. 


“ I don’t like to say anything about it,” so 
Hattie’s ihnnghts ran on. “ He might think 
I was reproving him, and the fact is I was just 
as bad as ho was.” 

Just then Joe turned, and seeing his sister 
sitting so forlornly cn the doorstep, his boy’s 
heart was stirred within him. 

“ It is a shame,” thought he, “ that we can’t 
be happier together. Now, I’ll try and please 
her in some way to-day, and, whatever she 
may do or say, 1 won’t show temper. I’ll see 
if we can live a few hours peaceably.” 

All hour after Joe dashed into the sitting- 
room where Hattie sat at work upon a long 
scam, the fretful line still above her eyes. 
“Get ready, sister,” he called, cheerily. 
“ Mother has given her consent that you and 
I may spend the d.ay just as we please, and I 
have borrowed Mr. Scudder’s little green 
boat—that rides on the water as easily as a 
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lily pod—fora trip np the river to Crazy Rock. 
Will you ploase put up our dinners, while I 
carry some cushioua down to the bank for you 
to Bit on ? ** 

Hattie’s long seam fluttered away from her 
fingers, as if it had suddenly caught wings. 
“ Oh, Joe,” she cried, •* how good you arel 
rd rather have a picnic with you than with 
anybody else in the world.*' 

** Let us see,” she mused, a minute after in 
the pantry among the goodies.” ** Mamma 
says 1 may get what I please, so I’ll take just 
what Joe likes best. There’s cold chicken- 
pie—I’m sure that will suit him—and I’ll 
spread raspberry jam on this sweet brown 
bread, and carry this great musk melon. 
That’s just what we got so angry about; he 
wanted it cut for breakfast, and I was deter¬ 
mined it should be kept for my visitors to¬ 
morrow. Sallie and Libbie may go without 
muskmelon, and we’ll feed them on peaches 
instead; for Joe has the best right and first 
right. He makes all the garden beds; he 
plants, hoes, and carries water to the melon 
patch, if it don’t rain enough. I ouglit to be 
aahamod of myself, to grudge him a melon ; 
they are his own, anyway.” 

The brother and sister leaped Into the skiff 
wkh light hearts and smiling faces. ^*lIow 
much happier I am,” thought Joe, ** for try¬ 
ing to please Hattie ; ” and ** how much bet¬ 
ter I shall enjoy myself than if I hud staid 
at home and fretted about Joe I ” said Hattie, 
to herself. “ Now, whatever comes, I will 
not B.ny an unpleasant word I ” 

Perhaps it was easier to keep such a prom¬ 
ise out in the open air, where every breath 
was easily drawn, and every movement a pos¬ 
itive pleasure. Certain it is that, as the two 
voyaged on, their talk was altogether of the 
beauty of the waves, the greenness of the 
banks, the mossiness of the stones, and the 
clearness of the sunny sky. It must have 
b«*.en a sort of Eden through which they were 
going, for neither saw an unpleasant sight nor 
had an unpleasant thought. Hattie is en¬ 
joying this boat ride I ” so Joe thought. ** Joe 
will be glad when he sees the melon I ” whis¬ 
pered Hattie ; and so each smiled at the other, 
and praised the scenery, and watched the long 
ripples in the wake of their boat in the best of 
moods, because conscious of giving pleasure. 


Now, Crazy Rock was a curiosity, in its 
way. How it ever came there, by the bank 
of the little river, was a mystery. All the 
country round about was green, and nearly 
level ; not another rock larger than a baby’s 
carriage was to be seen, though the river’s 
edge was strewn with little bowlders, worn 
smooth on one side, and greened over with 
muss at their sharp edges. But there, two hun¬ 
dred feet in the air, rose the ragged spire of 
Crazy Rock, around which stone upon stone 
was flung, as if some giant lunatic had 
been phiying there at pitch and toss. A 
little soil hud blown over it, and the birds or 
winds had scattered seeds in the crevices, so 
that small bushes and weeds, and even one 
slender tree, had found a lodgment there. 

But there had really been a lunatic upon it 
within the memory of the ” oldest inhabitant.” 
Escaped from his asylum, where he wore half 
the time the chains that proved him danger¬ 
ous, he had traveled fast and traveled far, 
until he had reached the green levels of this 
river. Some dim idea that he was hunted and 
would be caught, set him to climbing those 
henped-up stones ibr a refuge ; and, reaching 
the rough pillar that stood in the center, he 
mounted almost to the top. There, half 
seated in a niche of rock, half clinging to a 
sharp, projecting point, he sat, singing a wild 
song and waving one band in time to the mu¬ 
sic, when he was found. 

Did he come down then 7 Not he I He sat 
there and shouted, and made faces, and talked 
wildly about ”a dragon’s form that rode the 
storm,” till all his strength gave way and he 
fell sheer down upon the bowlders, breaking 
so many bones that he only lived a few hours. 
You will leglad to know that his reason came 
buck, and he caw things as they are once more 
before he passed over the River of Death. 

And that was the history of Crazy Rock. 

Upon a broad, flat stone, half w.ay up, Hat- 
tio spread a white cloth, laid the plates and 
napkins, and served up the chicken-pie and 
delicious brown bread, while right in the cen¬ 
ter, carefully sliced and giving out the richest 
of all rich odors, was that golden melon, 
dripping sweetness as a honeycomb drips 
honey. Joe’s eyes danced when he saw it, 
but he looked a little ashamed, too. 

“I say, Hattie,” said he, ‘‘didn’t I call 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



17G 


[December, 


The Lit lie Corporal Magazint. 


you an ‘ old sponge, and a ‘ meddlesome 
minx/ and a ‘ pug-nosed fudge,’ this morning, 
because you wanted to keap that very melon 
for company ? ” 

Hattie burst out laughing. ‘‘ Well, and I 
called you a ‘pig,’ and a ‘brute,’ and a 
'greedy animil,’ because yon wanted to eat it 
for breakfast: and it was yours all the time, 
for you raised it.” 

** Oh bother,” said Joe; “what T raise is 
for tlie family—not ior myself. You had as 
much right to it as 1 had. But 1 say. sis, sup* 
pose we study up a list of bad names to call 
each other when we get mad! It will come 
mighty handy, it strikes me I ” With that he 
pulled out a pencil and a little memoraiidurn 
book, and made ready to write, as soberly as 
if he really meant wliat he said. 

But Hattie rushed from her side of the ta¬ 
ble, threw her arms around his neck and 
kissed him, half crying, half laughing. “ Let’s 
stop calling names,’’ said she, “ unless we can 
call good ones.” 

“ Agreed,” answered Joe. “ Well, sitdown 
and help me study up some good ones and 
he returned her kiss with such a smiling face 
that Hattie called him a “dear old boy,” and 
the *‘ best brother in the world.” 

“First-rate to begin on,” said Joe, as he 
noted down his new titles. “ Now, my dar¬ 
ling sister, let’s turn about and have dinner. 
I see you’ve got just what I like best. You’re 
a little lady, and no mistake ! ” 

“Don’t eat,” cried Hattie, beaming like a 
rosy cloud, “ till you write down my titles, too.’* 

So there was the merriest, richest, chaititsi 
picnic dinner that was ever spread out on a 
flat stone by the side of a rippling ri\er. But 
when it was done what was more natural than 
that the brother and sister should stop talking 
for a while and fall to thinking, so that a soft 
silence fell about them, through which no 
sound penetrated except the faint sigh of the 
August wind and the light rush of the eddying 
ripples. 

“Hattie,” said Joe, at last, “you know 
there was a geologist here last summer, who 
took me with him to help look for curious stones 
and bits of broken shells. When we reached 
Crazy Rock he sat down on yonder stone that 
looks so much like an easy chair, and told me 
something very strange. He said that once 


there came down from the northwest a great 
mass of ice, so broad that it covered all the 
laud. It moved on slowly, so slowly we could 
not have seen that it had any motion, if we 
had been there ; but nothing that hud once 
got frozen into it could resist its power. He 
believed that this monstrous pillar of rock was 
brought here by that ice-flood, and thought it 
was a titling nioniimeiit for such a dead age. 
1'hen he s.ijd that if any human heart was not 
warmed by tlie sunshine of love, it would be 
as dreary as this country was, when that black 
winter set the stone here to show where it had 
once reigned. Now, after I had been so angry 
with you, this morning, I felt just so dreary. 
I looked over into the green wheat field, and 
it seemed no brighter or better to me than if 
it had really been covered with a moving, 
grinding, terrible ocean of ice. For my part, 
1 have no wieh ever to feel so again.” 

“Nor I either,” said Hattie. “I was so 
tired and unhappy before you came in and 
proposed that we should come here that I did 
not want to live, and not), just because we 
have been pleasant to each other lor a few 
hours, ] am so glad that it seems as if 1 should 
never be sorrowful again.” 

“ Well,” said her brother, looking up to¬ 
ward the ragged point a hundred feet above 
him, “ let us call Crazy Rock our monument, 
too ; and every time we look at it remember 
that we must keep in the sunshine if we don’t 
w ant our lives made too dreary for anything. 
Upon my woid, sis, I would rather fall from 
that niche so far up, and break all my bones 
as the lunatic did, than to feel all the time as I 
felt for an hour this morning ; let’s shake hands 
and promise that we a ill live in the light, and 
keep warm, and hH[py,and kind, after this.” 

“1 will,” said Hattie ; “and if 1 do forget 
and say something ugly, will you just kiss me 
and ask me to keep out of the ice ? 1 Indieve 
that would cure me of anger the quickest of 
anything.” 

So this dear brother and sister voyaged 
home again, and, as they went, the world—all 
bathed in sunset—looked so beautiful to them 
that they thought even the angels could see 
nothing fairer ; and they tlianked God in their 
hearts because the ice was melted, and the 
flowers of sympathy and kindness were be¬ 
ginning to bloom. 
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POPPING CORN FOR COARLET, 


BT M. E. W. IIATliKWAT. 


Buried in darkness under the g^^und, 
Slowly its way to the light it Tuund, 

And feeding on BUDsbine, rain, and dew, 
Through all the long bright suninier it grew, 
Upward, alike, amid calms and storms, 

1 Jring its thought in visible forms, 

Shaping each leaf, and stalk, and i ar, 
Una)n8ciou8 of harvoat drawing neor. 

And when its seasons were duly told. 

And the bountiful yenr was growing old, 
Withered by heat, and chilled by Irost, 
With all its freshness and beauty lost, 

*Twas borne from the desolate field away, 

U naked and hidden Iroui outer day. 


Safely to rest in iti dim retreat, 

Till DOW it com 8 forth lor Charley to cat. 
This, indeed, is its final stage. 

As, shelled, and shut in an iron cage, 

'Tis tossed and shaken in fiery heat. 

With every torture growing more sweet. 
Till all its heart expands to the light, 
Softened to tenderness, tdossomed in white. 
We, like the otrn, must strive and toil 
To liA ourselves from the darkness and soil; 
And. ah ! my Charley, you may l>e sure 
Some trials ar«' good for us to eudure. 

And for all that we cheerfully undergo, 
Whiter aud sweeter the heart wiil grow. 
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MICHIGAN*. 

cy LOUISE 8. m’.VUTT, 


T suppose Michigan was not liis real name, 
but 1 never heard him called bj anj other. 

He was a private in a Michigan regiment 
belonging to the Armj of the Cumberland, 
but at the time I knew him was detailed .as 
cook in hospital No. 3, Nasliville, Tennessee. 
While nursing the soldiers in the second ward 
1 had frequent occasion to visit the basement 
kitchen, and I always went to Michigan for 
any assistance I needed in preparing special 
dishes or delicacies for the poor men under my 
charge. The rough, hardy soldiers who acted 
as cooks and nurses in iliat great hospital were 
alwa\8 respectful to the women who were de¬ 
voting themselves to the care of their sick 
comrades, but somehow Michigan's open coun¬ 
tenance, boyish face, and childlike manners 
made him our favorite. 

I well remember the interest he took In a 
poor lad—David Wright—whose arm had been 
shattered by a cannou-ball during the fearful 
battle of Stone River. Day by day David had 
grown weaker and more feverish, and at length 
the surgeon said his arm must be taken ofl'. 

A quiet, middle-aged man, who was but 
slightly wounded in the hand, had for some 
days been assisting in the care of the poor boy. 
Oil the day on which the amputation was to 
take place this man followed me to the door 
as I left the ward. That boy," said he ‘‘ is 
only seventeen years of age, and his mother is 
a poor widow without friends, and ho is her 
only child—" hesitating, and with a painful 
look, he continued, “ every one yet that has had 
a limb taken off in this hospital has died, but," 
he added, looking at me anxiously, “we mvtt 
save David." I nodded. I could not trust 
myself to speak. The sufferings around me 
seemed to be paralyzing my very soul. 

I had that day written a farewell letter for 
a dying man to his wife and children, and had 
closed the eyes of a young soldier, who, in his 
delirium, was calling for his mother, and who 
died with his arms about my neck, murmur¬ 
ing loving words, thinking he had at last found 
that dear mother. Our little band was almost 
ready to faint in view of the horrors surround¬ 
ing us—soldiers' wives, wo were—our hus¬ 


bands, some of them lying sick or wounded, 
others exposed to the conflict raging at the 
front, while between us and our homes and 
little ones lay demolished railroads and hostile 
armies. Nothing but faith in Him who doeth 
all things well sustained us in that trying hour. 
I went down into the kitchen to make some 
nourisiiing soup to strengthen David after the 
ordeal through which he was to pass. Michi¬ 
gan sat by the stove, his hands clasped over 
one knee, moodily watching the vapor curling 
up from the big copper boiler. His blue ejea 
had a strange look, and his lips were tightly 
drawn, as if he were suffering. 

“ Are you sick, Michigan ^ " said I. 

“ No." 

“ Are you homesick, then?" 

“ No, oh no," said he, with a shudder, and 
a look of almost terror. 

•* What U the matter, then ? " said I. 

“ What's the matter with Michigan ? " spoke 
up Steamboat Bill, as he was called—a great, 
rough felldw, who was chief cook, “ Why, 
the matter is he hain’t got sense enough to 
know when he’s well off, Michigan haiu’t. 
Now, here he’s nothing under the sun to do 
but set tables and help cook, and he’s got 
plenty to eat, and no danger of bein’ shot, and 
the lellar’s jest fool enough to be crazy about 
goin* to the front—that’s jest what he is, 
and—" but Bill stopped as he saw that Mich¬ 
igan had not heard a word of his rough, good- 
natured remonstrance, but was looking straight 
at the stove, his mind absorbed and wholly 
oblivious to all around him. 

Bill looked at him a moment, and then sol¬ 
emnly shaking his head, and touehing his brow, 
gave me to understand that he icared Michi¬ 
gan’s mind was not right. 

“Michigan," said I, “did you know that 
poor David must lose his arm ? The surgeons 
are taking it off now." 

i’oor fellow," said he,.rousing, “can I 
help you do anything for him ? How gladly 
would 1 take his place." 

It docs you credit," said I, “ to be so wil¬ 
ling to suffer for another." 

“ Oh no, it is not generosity—it is selfish- 
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ness. I would rather, mnch rather, be in his 
place thnti mine. 1 would rather be any one 
than nijself. Why don’t they let me go to 
the front ? I might find oblivion there.” 

Bill is right, thought I; Michigan’s nii.nd is 
giving way. But 1 had no time to think. 4 
messenger came running—David had aroused 
from the influence of chloroform—his arm was 
off, and ho was calling for me. Shall 1 ever 
forget the scene that met me as I entered the 
ward I The poor, Wcas^ed lad lay on his little 
cot trembling and moaning, his face as white 
as the sheet just drawn from the bleeding 
stump, which was all that remained of his 
riglit arm. Around him stood the surgeons 
talking in low tones, their stem countenances 
unusually softened, while his soldier-friend 
was bending over him, every muscle of his 
face quivering with suppressed feeling. As I 
came up the boy S'retclied out his left hand, 
exolaiining, “ Oh, my arm—my arm—my 
mother—iny arm,” while the tears rolled down 
his pallid ehceks. There was a moment of 
silence, and then the oldest surgeon, deeply 
affected, said: ‘*If you two will promise to 
stay by David day and night, for one week, I 
think, 1 hope, we can save him.” It was a 
week of hard labor, of painful anxiety, and of 
weary watching, but at its close David was 
free from fever, was gaining strength, and pro¬ 
nounced out of danger. 

It was a bcautilul bright morning in mid¬ 
winter when the doctor said he would now get 
well, and I ran down to the kitchen, wonder¬ 
ing what had become of Michigan all this 
time. He was standing by the table peeling 
potatoes. Ho did not see me os 1 entered— 
he was singing—siuging, 

“ When I can read my title clear 
To mansions in the skies.*’ 

Several nurses and convalescent soldiers 
were gathered in groups about the stove. As 
Michigan sang on, verse after verse, they 
stopped talking and listened. The strains of 
that familiar hymn seemed to bear their 
thoughts back to the dear North—God’s coun¬ 
try they quaintly callo'* it—the land of Sab¬ 
baths, of churches, of homes, of wives and 
children, of peace ond plenty. 

Oh how* swiftly my mind ran back to the 
little brick chapel in the edge of the wood, 
land. J could see the gravestones gleaming 


in the churchyard. I could see the long rows 
of carriages, wagons, and horses, that lined 
the dusty road. 1 could hear the tiembling 
voice of the old class-leader as he sang that 
old hymn, while waiting for the miuisicr. 
Choirs, with their authems and vuluiitaric.^, 
bad not reached that rural retreat, and [ 
could hear the full volume of sound as all 
the congregation joined in the closing stanza. 
Michigan hod ceased singitig, and seemed to 
be lost in thought. Steamboat Dill, who bad 
listened in a kind of wonder that any one 
should sing a hymn clear through, now re¬ 
marked, with a puzzled, comical look, Reck¬ 
on Michigan must be gettin* pious.” No oue 
answered. Poor Bill, liis had always been 
rough, river life, and he had no tender memo¬ 
ries of home, or church, or Sabbath songs. 
The silence, or the reflections iuducc«l, seemed 
to have become painful to the men, and one 
by one they went out to drown their thoughts 
in the rush and bustle of the busy streets. 

** That dear old hymn,” said 1, **you must 
have sung it often, Michigan, to remember 
every verse so well.” 

** Oh, is that you, Ma’am I ” said Michigan, 
starting. ” Yes, I ought to know that hymn. 
We sang it every Sunday in the lock-up.” 

**So you have been in the guard-house, 
have you ? ” 

No, not the guard-house, but tko peni¬ 
tentiary. You didn’t know that I was a con¬ 
vict,” said be, observing my look of astoii- 
isliraent. ** Yes, I served my time out—a 
year in the State prison—enlisted the very 
day my time was out—took off my prison 
clothes and put on this army blue.” 

** Why. what had you done ? ” I at length 
found voice to ask. 

Nothing. At least nothing but keep bad 
campany, go to billiard-saloons, and bet and 
drink. That was bad enough, but they ac¬ 
cused me of housebreaking and stealing, and 
they proved it, too, and sentenced me for a 
year. Oh,” exclaimed he, 1 could bear the 
shame better if I really had been guilty, but 
no one believes me, not even my own brotli- 
ers. 1 have wished a thousand tiroes that I 
was like Bill, there,” glancing at the adjoin¬ 
ing room where Bill was whistling merrily ns 
he assorted vegetables and arranged the com¬ 
missary stores; but I was brought up so 
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carefully and re^octnblo, and taught to have 
puch a horror of crime and dishonor, and now I 
hare come to this—utterly, utterly disgraced.” 

“ Why do you speak of this ?’* said I. “ No 
one knows it here ; no one would ever suspect 
you.” 

‘‘ Why do I talk about it,” interrupted he; 
“because I can’t help it. I should go crazy 
if I didn’t. 1 he last thought as I go to sleep 
is, lam a convict / and the first thing I think 
when I waken is, / hare hcen in the fcniten^ 
tiary. I wish I could forget it, but I can’t. 
It is all before me—tliat dreadful morning 
when the officers arrested me—and that terri¬ 
ble day when the jury pronounced me guilty. 
When the rerdict was given they carried my 
mother from the court-room to her bed, and 
she never left it till she was put in her grave. 
And then the day when my time was out,and 
my father met me at the prison doors. Oh, 
his head was white as snow, and he had grown 
so old, so feeble, so haggard, I scarcely knew 
him. He told me my mother was dead—that 
he was so broken down that he could no longer 


care for himself, and had gone to live with my 
brothers—that they disowned mo, and would 
not see mo—but he forgave mo, and 1 do 
think he at last believed me innocent. 1 
never saw him afterward, lie died within a 
week. Do you wonder,” said Michigan, drop¬ 
ping Into a chnir, and wearily stretching his 
arms across tlio table, “ do you wonder that 1 
long Co boat the front—anywhere, anything, 
to forget this di.«grace, this remorse ? For I 
have been to blame,” said he. “ I ought to 
have taken my parents* advice, and kept away 
from saloons and wild companions. But, you 
see, I was always so fond of society and of 
fun. I had no sisters, and my two brothers, 
much older than myself, were married ; so it 
was often lonesome at home, and I took to 
spending a good many evenings at billiard-sa¬ 
loons, and from playing I gradually got to 
drinking, and betting, and gambling. My 
father warned me, and my mother plead with 
me, but I thought they were old-fogyish, and 
would not listen to them. Oh, if I only hod 1 
I never dreamed it would come to this 1 ’* 


[To be continued.] 


art amusements. 

BT lIAnxnA POWBLL DAVIS. 


Numbt-b ELEVK:r. 

An ornament that became very popular with 
the class was a simple cro8«, as follows: 

I>et the cross be of wood, well propor¬ 
tioned ; the arms and npright of equal width, 
the arms the same length that the upright is 
above them, with the upright below twice the 
length that it is above the arms. Cover the 
wo^ with white sheet wax, smoothing the 
edges or seams. Coat with dlxer white and 
sprinkle with diamond dvet. Make a wreath 
of small flowers and leaves, all of white sil¬ 
vered wax, and twine it gracefully on the cross. 
The whole then appears like sculptured mar¬ 
ble. Some prefer to color the flowers like 
nature. Easter Morning ia pretty made in im¬ 
itation of Prang’s chrorao. Or, a cross may 
be covered with flowers solid on all sides, with 
a base of the same. 

Anchors, and other figures, are equally suit¬ 
able with the cross for floral decoration. 


If wanted for table ornaments, fasten them 
to a small stand of rosewood cushioned with 
velvet, and protect them from dust with a 
movable glass cover. Or, should you prefer 
to frame these figures, the lining to the swell 
back should be of silk or velvet, colored to 
suit the flowers. Blue casts an effective shad¬ 
ing on white, and is nice for figures imitating 
marble. 

For parlor decoration high, branching stands 
are appropriate, with bouquets as center- 
pieces, and small, hanging baskets suspended 
here and there, the whole blended with rich 
foliage and relieved by drooping sprays. 
Such a stand, elegantly wrought, trimmed 
with flowers molded in perfection, becomes a 
refreshing ornament amid rich and costly sur¬ 
roundings, while a similar structure of more 
rustic character adorns with simple.beauty the 
best room of the humblest cottage. 

For dining-rooms, fruits in variety are tug- 
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gestive. And nothing Is prettier to hold 
them than baskets ot chrjstallized alum. A 
nice-protector from dust may be made of four 
panes of glass fitted into a light wooden frame, 
with ornamental top. This covers the fruit- 
basket and lifts on and off at will. Let the 
panes of glass be tall, giving room to suspend 
from the top woodwork bunches of grapes, or 
other fruits, with their leaves ; let them hang 
in festoons inside the glass, above the fruit- 
basket. 

Any kind of vase suited to natural flowers 
T/ill do for wax, and the styles for sale are va¬ 
ried to accommodate all tastes and all condi¬ 
tions of the purse. Yet something of home 
construction seems best suited to wax flow¬ 
ers, particularly when used for presents. 
Uow much more we value a gift which sug¬ 
gests the skill of a friend ttian we do an arti¬ 
cle chiefly associated with great cost. 

Let there be in your parlor a vr.se made of 
beads, shells, or seeds ; it may have cost a 
mere trifle, but let it be the work of some one 
you love, and my word for it, you would not 
exchange it for a vase of Paiian marble, or 
one of California gold. 

The prettiest hanging b.asket I ever saw was 
made of pasteboard covered with moss and 
tasselcd with acorns. It was hung from an 
oaken branch, trimmed with leather leaves. 
Another, very pretty, was made of pine cones 
strung on wire by means of boles drilled 


through them, the wire bt;ntinto proper shape. 
Sueh a basket, filfed with gay and brilbanr 
flowers, may bang in the folds of your laci 
curtains without fear of damaging the fabric. 
No water is needed to perfect or keep fresh 
their beauty. , 

In grouping flowers due regard should be 
paid to harmony of color ; hence, avoid com¬ 
bining pink with scarlet and crimson ; orange 
should not be put with yellow or greenish yel¬ 
low. Yellow, at best, is harsh, and should be 
used sparingly, except as a center for flowers. 
The purples and bliKs are trying also. Yet 
blue and yellow may come together with good 
effiict. 

White flowers, if used to separate those of 
ininirmonioiis color, will prevent them from 
acting injuriously upon each other. For this 
purpose the number of white flowers u.scd 
may, and perhaps should, equal all other col¬ 
ors combined. 

Place the brightest color in the center of 
your design, and as you approach tlie edge let 
the tints gradually be more delicate. 

Intersperse large with small flowers. Either 
alone are monotonous. Use buds lavishly ; 
they are often prettier than flowers. Tnis is 
especially true of moss roses. These buds 
are easily made, with sprigs of dried moss for 
the calyx. 

Ottar of roses, or other perfumery, will give 
to bouquets something of nature’s fragrance. 


A CANDY HOUSE 


BY OLIVE 

You've read, In fairy stories, of wonderful 
bouses, made entirely of candy, where a happy 
child could amuse himself by eating his own 
tables and chairs. 

Well, perhaps, youHl hardly believe me, but 
there's a house right hero In Obic.'gu that re¬ 
minds me of that delightful fairy house. The 
walls are not m»de of candy, though—they 
are dingy brick—but almost everything in it 
is candy ; barrels and boxes, trays and ket¬ 
tles, full up to the very brim with all kinds of 
most delicious candy. 

You’d like to go there ? 1 think you would, 
but you wouldn't enjoy eating the candy so 
well as you do tlie pound you have at home. 


TnOENX. 

It is altogether “too much of a good thing." 
But it’s a very interesting house to visit, for 
it’s where the sweet things are made. 

I dare say you think—if you ever thought 
about it—that such dainties are made in some 
mysterious way, by some wonderful workmen. 
You maybe shocked when I tell you that your 
most delicious honhona were made by big, 
coarse men, in their shirt sleeves—not a bit 
nicer looking than workmen who handle 
bricks and mortar. 

If you could got into this very dingy brick 
house that 1 told you of, and ride to the filth 
Btory on an elevator, you would see, first, a 
mau at a bench mixing—with his handa—a 
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pile of powdered white i«ugar and an equal 
pile of stickj gum trug;icanth. It don't look 
very tempting ; you can’t help wishing he’d 
use a spoon. But you’d have to got used to it, 
for in these candy houses they evidently be¬ 
lieve the old saying, that “ lingers were made 
before forks ”—or spoons. 

When this mixer has got the whole into a 
sort of dough, he hands it to another man, who 
kneads it as you have seen cooks knead bread. 
When it is just right he lays it on a square 
board, pats it down rather flat, and puts it, 
board and all, through a set of rollers. It 
comes out at the ends a smooth, flat sheet, 
nearly as large as the board, and thin as the 
white lozenges you buy. 

The board then goes to a girl, who stands 
all day at a table and cuts the dough into 
tiny biscuits, or lozenges. For a cutter she has 
a tin tube five or six inches long, and larger 
at one end. With the small end she cuU sev¬ 
eral lozenges, all of which stay in the tulio. 
'I'heii turning it upside down on a wooden tray 
she shakes them all out. When the tray is 
full it goes to the dry room. The dry room 
is a fearfully hot room, piled from floor to wall 
with trays of candy getting dry and hard—for, 
of course, it is soft when it*s cut out. 

If she wants to cut hearts, with words and 
sentences, out cf the nice white candy dough, 
she takes a color pad—that is, a sort of cush¬ 
ion covered with red coloring matter. On this 
she presses a stamp containing the tender 
words, “ Do you love me ? ” and other inter, 
esting questions. Then she presses the stamp 
on to the sheet of candy and prints it all over 
with various loving remarks, and cuts each 
one out with a heart-shaped cutter. 

The next workman in that wonderful fifth 
story Is dropping peppermint drops from a 
saucepan. An odd-looking dish it is, with 
three small noses close together. It is filled 
with the boiled and flavored sugar, and the 
workman turns it just enough to pour out three 
Hinall streams. In tiie other hand he holds a 
knife, and cuts off the three streams as you 
cut off the stream of syrup from a syrup cup. 
Thin he makes three little cakes, then moves 
the dish along and drops three more, and so he 
£;oes on, filling sheet after sheet of tin. which 
re then marched off to the dry room. 

You didn't expect to see babies in the candy 
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house, but there they are, a whole tray full of 
them, made of lovely pink sugar, and the 
workman, or workwoman, is dressing them. 
Dow are they made Y The babies are run in 
a mold. The mold is made of starch thus 
a shallow box is filled with powdered starch, 
and made very smooth on top. A workman 
then takes a stick as long as the box, with a 
whole row of babies fastened to it, just the 
shape the candy babies are to be. This stick 
of babies he presses into the box of starch 
till the top is covered with droll-looking baby 
molds. Then he takes a dish of sugar, melted 
and flavored, and colored pink, and fills every 
mold. When they cool and harden the whole 
box, babies and starch and all, is emptied into 
a sieve. The starch goes through and the ba¬ 
bies don’t, but are sent off to another work¬ 
man, wiio paints hair and eyes with a brush on 
every pink infant. Now they begin to look 
like babies, and, of course, must be dressed. 
This is a curious operation, done by a girl. 
She rolls a piece of white paper into a sort of 
tunnel, with a fine, open point. She then fills 
it with red melted sugar, and squeezing the 
tunnel, the sugar runs out in a tiny stream. 
Then she dresses every baby In an airy cos¬ 
tume of a rid scarf festooned across his waist. 

But these babies, like other delicate candies, 
look rough and sparkling. This look is given 
by crystallizing, which is another interesting 
process. I'he tray of dressed babies is tilled 
up with a thin syrup ready to crystallize, and 
stands all night. In the morning the tray is 
tipped up a little, so the syrup will drain off, 
and every baby will be found covered with 
eautiful sugar crystals. 

All delicate lohlontt, that melt in your 
mouth, are made In molds. Also liquorice 
and gum drops. Chocolate creams, too, come 
out of the chalk molds—at least the cream 
parts do, and they are dipped by girls into a 
pan of chocolate and sugar, stuck on brown 
paper, and sent to the dry room. 

In molds, also, are made those candy puz¬ 
zles—delicate crystallized confections, with a 
few drops of cordial inside The syrup is 
boiled till just ready to crystallize ; then the 
cordial is poured into it, mixed up, and at once 
poured into molds. The sugar crystallizes, 
but the cordial can’t—so it is just left inside. 

But I spoke of kettles of candy. Funny 
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enough they look I three or four big kettles, 
each larger tliaii a barrel, tip| o 1 nearly half 
over, and tuniing ror.nd and round all the lime 
by steam power. In the first one they are mak¬ 
ing sugared almonds. There they arc, rolling 
over and over, half a bushel of almond meats. 
Every few minutes a workman throws in a 
ladlclulof melted sugar ; of course it sticks to 
them, and they roll over so fast that each one 
gets its share. The more ladle fulls that go in 
the thicker is the coat they get. 

1’lie next kettle holds sugar plums; round, 
rougli candies they arc. They are made like 
the sugared almonds, on a sin ill, round seed, 
and to make the rough, knobby outside they 
have a lumiy arrangement. Inside the big 
kettle hangs a tin box, with three tiny spouts. 
This is tilled with melted sugar, and drizzles 
all the lime three fine sneanis. It hardens on 
the sugar plums iu the sliupo of little, rough 
drops. 

But one must leave these fascinating candy 
kettles rolling away, and go to the next floor, 
where they make the dear, old-fashioned 
sticks. Hero are big furnaces, with kettles 
full of boiling syrup, and all through the room 
are the most delightful odors of cinnamon, 
wiiitergreen and peppermint. 

W hen the syrup is boiled just right a work¬ 
man pours a big ladleful of it on to a marble 
table. It cools at once—tliat is. it siifieiis, 
and the candy maker can soon handle it. As 
soon as he can work it up into a lump ho pours 
in some flavoring, and works it in. lie then 
takes it in his hands, so hot you couldn t touch 
it, and proceed-* to pull it”—for it has to be 
pulled to get white,as well as molasses candy. 
This pulling isn’t like yours, though lie 
throws it over a large hook in the wall and pulls 
it out, then throws it over again, and so on. It 
gets white very fast, and in a few minutes he 
fays it down a beautiful white lump, as big as 
a water puil, on a place kept warm by steam. 
Then, if he wants to put a red stripe in the 
sticks—and of course he does, for candy 
wouldn’t be candy without red stripes—he 
takes a chunk of red colored candy,and, after 
patting his white lump into the shape of a log, 
he lays the redcliuiik, ciretully drawn out, all 
down one side of the candy log. Then he be¬ 
gins to draw it out into sucks. To m ike these 
requires two men and a very long tiiMo. 'I'lie 
first man, with l>otli hands, draws the end of 
the candy log out, smaller and snnller, till 
be has a candy rope ten or twelve feet long, 
when he breaks it off. The second man, in 
the meantime, seizes the end of this soft, 
warm candy rope, pulls it out on the table, 
and rolls it rapidly umler his hands, making it 
perfec'ly even, and making the red stripe on 
its side twist round and round the stick. In 
a moment it is cofil, and he rolls it to the 
bock side of the table. Thus they go on till 


the candy log is used up, and there are thirty 
or Ibr 4 > sticks ol candy ten feet long. While 
the first in lu prepares another lump, the sec¬ 
ond ukes a curious pair of scissors and pro¬ 
ceeds to cuttliein into short sticks. He huJds 
a gauge and cuts them otf through this whole 
**ow. as ea.^ily as you can cut paper. 

You can’t cut candy with a pair of scissors, 
but now I 'll tell you a secret 1 learned at this 
table. If you want to cut your candy in two 
-^s, of course, you do, to share with your 
sister—and don’t want to have it fly into bits, 
you cun do it beautifully in thi.s way : lay the 
stick of candy across a knife blade exactly 
where you want to cut it; then give the candy 
a little tap with your fingers, and it will cut 
perfectly. 

Wlioii they want to make Jackson balls, or 
bull’s eyes, as they used to Im called, out of the 
candy log, the first man draw.s it out to the right 
size, and with a pair of scissors cuts it into 
sinull pieces. The second man takes a dnzen 
of these i^nd rolls them under Ids hands, iiiak- 
ing them round in a minute. To keep tliein 
round till cool they are put into a woudeti tray 
several feet long, and a boy stands and rock's 
it, rolling the balls from end to end till cool. 

’1 hei e’s an odd kind of candy ihiii has the let¬ 
ters O K. through the middle of the stick. No 
matter where you bite it off, still you see O. 
K. It is funny to see that made. First, they 
make ot red 'randy the different lines that 
make the letters, and arrange them in the 
right shape. Then they imbed it iu a cliunk 
of white candy, and pull it out into sticks. 
The red candy stretches out as long as the 
white, so the letters go through the whole stick. 

But among all the delightful odors once in 
a while you'll get a whiff of sonieihiitg hor¬ 
rid, and at last you’ll come upon the mystery, 
in one corner of tlie stick room. There, over 
a small furnace, is boiling a dark, dreadful- 
looking mass, winch the workman tells you is 
hoarliouiid. All around stand barrels lull of 
odds and ends—bits left from all kinds of can¬ 
dies—ends of sticks, broken pieces, all gath¬ 
ered together. 1 hope not swept from the 
floor, tliouuli I must say they looked as if they 
were. All these are to be made into lioar- 
liuutid caiidy. Ain’t you glad you don’t like 
it? Alter they are all dissolved, strongly 
colon'd and flavored by the dark colored herb, 
u is rolled into sheets and cutout by a ciiHous 
machbie. It hmks like a common rolling-pin, 
with iron bands around it half an inch ap.-trt. 
This is rolled over the sheet and cuts it into 
fiat sticks. 

It looks funny to see girls rolling up motto 
candies as a business. Maybe you think it 
would be pleasant business, tmt 1 guess you 
woiildn’i if you did up a barrel full every day, 
as ih»*y do. 

You might pass this dingy old brick house 
everv day of your life, and never suspect the 
wouderlul things going uu up stairs. 
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MOKE about TUE FiKE. 

Almost every evening a restless little story 
lover climbs on my lap and begs to hear 
about the iiie that ** burned up all the poor 
httfe boys' liou-es, and all their clothes, only 
but their mamma.’* And every time I tell 
the story, it seems to grow more sad, and 
while the lilllo Tcllow listens, with a sigh of 
compassion, and tucks his thumb in his mouth 
for consolation, 1 wish I could gather all my 
dear little people about me, and tell the story 
to them. It seems ao hopeless to try to write 
it, not because there is so little, but so much 
to tell. Probably every paper in the land has 
published some account of the fire, but few of 
our readers are sufficiently acquainted with 
the city to get any very definite idea of what 
si meant by Eorth Side and South Side, or 
can at all understand the elegance of the 
private residences, and the magnificence of 
the business blocks destroyed. Your Little 
Corporal office was in a fine stone block 
known as Loinbai*d Block, separated by a paved 
court from the massive, tire-proof building 
of the Custom-house, and surrounded by such 
solid walls lor blocks in every direction, that 
it was not deemed possible, even after it was 
hiiowii that the file was rugmg, that it would 
be seriously damaged. Report of the fire was 
brought to Kvaiidton in the night, and the red 
glow upon the sky over the end of the lake was 
enough to send terror into every heart. By 
the first train on Monday morning a crowd of 
men hastened to the cit>, fearing the worst, 
but trying to keep up tliRir courage by saying 
to each other : The reports must be exag¬ 
gerated—it is not possible that matters can be 
BO bad." But they had not dreamed of the 
truth. They reached the city to find the fields 
and every available place tenanted by home¬ 
less and distracted people, fiying empty-hand¬ 
ed from the jaws of death; a dense mass of 
Lien and women packed along the river bank, 


unable to cross, but looking with utter de¬ 
spair into the sea of fiame that seemed every 
moment to grow more learlul, as the furious 
wind swept it onward as fast as a horse could 
walk. Families were scattered; wives, chil¬ 
dren, husbands gone, no one could tell where; 
but looking into that awful furnace it was cer¬ 
tain that whoever was within its bounds liwd 
DO possible escape. Thousands had taken 
refuge on the lake-shore, where tlie burning of 
the bridges cut off other means of escape. 
Could they live with that awlul rain of fire 
beating down upon them, and the suffocating 
clouds of smoke and ashes, almost hiding 
them from each other ? Ko one could say— 
no one dared to think. The inen of Evan¬ 
ston turned away from the destruction they 
were utteily helpless to stay, and went home 
to call a meeting of citizens. .No one thought 
of loss in deep thankfulness that home and 
family were safe. In an hour's lime men 
were going from house to house to say,'* There 
will be 100,000 homeless people to be fed and 
sheltered to-niglit; open your houses; prepare 
food and clothing, and send out and bring 
them ill.” Every one went to work, and as 
the telegraph flashed the news over tlie coun¬ 
try, Irom every quarter aid was nobly tend¬ 
ered. From five cities the firemen luslied to 
the rescue, and by dark the fire was so nearly 
checked that there was time to think of tlie 
sufferers. No one can tell the story of that 
dreadful Monday night, when to the sufferings 
from cold and hunger and thirst were added 
the terror of mothers whose children were 
lost, and children separated Irom their par¬ 
ents, and of the sick, and the burned, and the 
dying. In many cases the alarm had not 
been taken until the gas was shut off by the 
burning of the Gub-wui ks, or the melting of 
the pipes; and groping in the dark it was im¬ 
possible to find clothing. One lady was alone 
in the house with her six children, and Irom 
its position her room a as pericctly dark. 
With her baby in her arms she gathered the 
frightened group, and not daring to leave 
them an instant, lest one should be lost in the 
darkness, led them out in their iiight-cloiUei 
to the street. It is estimated that chil¬ 

dren escaped from the fire with but scanty 
clothing. On Tuesday, when the relugees 
came flocking into the churches, scfioul-fiouaea, 
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and every public building on the West Side, 
for food aad shelter, the greatest demand was 
for water. Many had not had a drop since 
Sunday evening, for the only branch of the 
river which they could reach at all was a 
black stream of pollution and crowded with 
shipping, while the burnt bridges and the miles 
of smoking ruins shut them from the lake, 
except as the water was brought a long dis¬ 
tance in barrels. The scenes at the chuichcs 
were harrowing. The ladies stood guard over 
the precious water-barrels, and dealt it out in 
tiny portions, though it was enough to break 
their hearts to bear the sufferers as they 
crowded in begging fjr JuU one ticallow of 
water.** As fast as it could be btought, from 
the lake and the artesian well, the supply was 
increased, but there were so many places to 
supply, it was impossible to get enough to 
equal the demand. Ah, how the provisions 
poured in, and how they were welcomed ! 
“ They have thought of everything y* said a 
lady, with the tears running down her face, as 
she bpened a box from St. Louis. A noble 
woman knelt in the chancel of a church hold¬ 
ing the head of a poor sick Norwegian, wiiile 
she administered uourishmeut drop by drop, 
and the sufferer kept her eyes fixed upon the 
face of her nurse, with a look of speecliless 
gratitude. “ We have lost everything,’* said 
the ministering angel; ‘*home, business, prop¬ 
erty; but this poor creature was drugged Horn 
a sick bed to see her husband and cliild bur¬ 
ied ill the ruins. God has bceu good to me 
and mine.” 

’I he work to be done was so immense it 
was almost dishcurlening, but not once did 
those brave hearts falicr. Men and women 
forgot their own hoivy losses, and worked in¬ 
cessantly to minister to the sufTeriug. 1 know 
at least of one young lady dependent upon 
herself fur support, who, for three weeks, 
never left her post until late at night, and did 
not onv.e see the ruins which thousands flocked 
to look at, until at the end of three weeks she 
found time to consider that she had lost home 
and business, and must find work or come her¬ 
self to be fed. 

From morning until night, from night until 
morning, for days and weeks the work went 
steadily on, as the whole world thrilled with 
one impulse of pity and sympathy, and aid 


from every direction poured in upon Chicago. 
It was long before scattered families were re¬ 
united, and many and many a household has 
added some of its members to the dreadful list 
of mieeing^ or had the sad uncertainty changed 
to a sadder certainly, as the smoldering ruins 
were at last explored. At the present time 
the work of distributing supplies has been re¬ 
duced to so careful a system, that there is very 
liule possibility of waste or imposiiioii. Tem¬ 
porary barracks were at once erected upon lots 
belonging to the city and filled to overflowing 
with those who could not find shelter else¬ 
where. The shelter committee arc furnishing 
to all the poor who own a|iy land, lumber and 
nails to build small houses, while many more 
are being built upon land given for the purpose 
for a term of years. The sufferers ore supplied, 
as rapidly as possible, witli necessary clothing, 
and with stoves, beds, and inde.spensable arti¬ 
cles of furniture. This is what is done with 
the money sent in, and we mention it iu an¬ 
swer to many inquiries. Not a cent of It goes 
for any other purpose than to supply the act¬ 
ual wants of those unable to provide them¬ 
selves with food and shelter. 

Oh, children, East and W<'p% North and 
South, how warmly your hearts have respond¬ 
ed to the call for help. We should like to 
put on record the donations that have come in 
from the children of the public schools, and of 
the Sunday-schools all over the land ; dimes 
and half-dimes and pcniiies ; the precious sav¬ 
ings that have been rattled out in haste from 
tlie liule banks, and boxes, and pocket-books. 
There was the little Irish boy in Msissacliu- 
setts who, not owning a cent, sold his only toy 
for live cents to add to the fund, and the six 
little infant-class scholars who raked leaves, 
and sold rags, and cleaned the door-yard and 
picked up old iron, to earn their share. I 
should Hke to put on record the poor boy iu 
Chicago, who was intrusted during the fire 
with a box containing things of great value, 
and who was found on Tuesday night sitting 
on the box which he had buried in the lake- 
shore, faint, hungry, and scorched, after his 
watch of twenty-four hours, but true to bis 
trust as a noble soldier. l>ut it is pleasant to 
remember that upon one unfading record 
every deed of love and mercy is entered, aud 
counted by the Mastei as done unto ILm, 
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CONTRIBUTORS. 

We are obliged to repeat to our contribu¬ 
tors what we have previously said about in¬ 
closing return postage for their MSS. Two 
cents will return almost any MS. in open 
wrapper, by newspaper mailt which is much 
the best way, as the newspaper mail is never 
tampered with, while letters not infrequently 
are. Inclose stamps for return posUge with 
your MS , and it will be returned if not found 
available, with a printed circular sUting the 
fact, but otherwise we shall in future return 
fto/Atajr—neither can we retain MSS. subject 
to order. Our bill for postage alone last year 
was over thirteen hundred dollars, at least 
half of which belonged properly to others. 

MANUSCRIPTS. 

To the many contributors who were so un¬ 
fortunate as to lose manuscripts by the burn¬ 
ing of our office, especially those offered in 
competition for the prize, we can only offer 
our sincere regrets that any part of our heavy 
losses should tall upon others. But as the 
manuscripts were all in the safe, which was 
new, and as reliable as any in the market, we 
can not feel that all possible precautions were 
not taken to insure their safety. 

Moat fortunately the four manuscripts se¬ 
lected as the best, upon the first examination, 
had been sent out of town for final decision, 
and were safe in the hands of a member of 
the committee. Thus we are able to give our 
readers the l*rize Story for 187:2, according to 
promise, and we have not a doubt that it will 
be found full of interest and instruction. The 
reputation of the author ns a successful writer 
for the young has been fully sustained in this 
new story. _^_ 

CUTTING OUT. 

There is a boy who thinks he was not " cut 
out for a farmer." Well, tliere is something 
in cutting out^ but a great deal more in mai" 
ing up. Ask the tailor if it is not in the pow¬ 
er of a careless, clumsy workman to spoil the 
most skillful cutting. Some men are spe¬ 
cially fitted for some special work, as were the 
great masters of art; and the Lord never 
wastes material by giving to all the same gifts, 
since there is an endless variety of work to l»e 
done in the world. The marble must be 
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hewn from the quarry, and the iron track laid 
over valley and mountain, before the sculptor 
can give lasting shape to his beautiful imagin¬ 
ing, or the inventor bring into play the work 
of his genius. And one kind of work may be 
just as honorable as the other. As a general 
thing our work comes to us without much 
seeking; and because we do not quite fancy it, 
or think we should like better to do something 
else, it is by no means certain that we are in 
the wrong place. It is all right to try to find 
work that does please us, since that is what we 
shall be likely to do best ; but never fancy 
you are so poorly cut out that jou can not do 
well and honorably any honest work that is 
plainly laid upon you. It is not so much what 
you do, as how you do it. Ask any score of 
honorable men you know, and scarcely one 
will tell you he is doing what he fancied, when 
he was a boy, he should do. 

As for my farmer boy, I am afraid he does 
not quite understand how much may go into 
the making of a good farmer; for. if you will 
notice, you will find people always think they 
are cut out for larger places, and not smaller. 
There is a good deal of hard work in farming, 
and boys sometimes get tired of the monoto¬ 
nous parts that fall to their share ; but work is 
work the world over, and nothing gives so 
great a variety as the farm. When the boy 
grows older and learns how much science, 
and art, and philosophy have done for the 
farmer, what room there is for intelligent 
thought, for careful experiment, for skillful 
labor, he may change his mind and conclude 
that a farmer ought to be cut out mentally as 
well as physically by a broad, generous pat¬ 
tern. So we say to him, don’t trouble your¬ 
self a great deal about the cutting out, but be 
sure you do yov.r best to make up the mate¬ 
rial that God put into you, so as to make an 
honest, upright, useful man; and, above all, 
never believe that the Lord cuU anybody out 
for a uhirJe, or an idUr^ or an unlucky fellow. 


INCIDENTS OF THE FiRE. 

Every one of our readers will be interested 
in a book now being prepared by Alfred L. 
Sewell, containing a great variety of incidents 
of the late fire, a* they have come to the no¬ 
tice of eye-witnesses. It will probably be 
ready about the time this number reaches you. 
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Dear LUUm Friendt: 

Yesterday Prudy heard a man, who had lost hnjne 
and business by the fire, say, with a triumphant 
Yoice: "I am thankful that eUl my possessions are 
not ashes; I have my wife, my children, and my 
Father in heaven! ” 

And Pruly feels like saying, “I have a great deal 
left me besides asiies,” when she rcnieml)ers the lov¬ 
ing hearts in thousands of families all over the land 
that h ive reraeiubered all that belongs to their dear 
Corporal with anxiety and pity during all these 
days of loss and sutfering. She remembers how many 
bright eyes have been filled with tears of sorrow and 
sympathy; and how many loving messages have been 
sent from East and West, from Korth and South. 
Dear little friends, rest assured not <>ne of your lov¬ 
ing letters will be forgotten, and they have heh»ed 
more than you can ever know, until your own time 
of trial comes, to keep faith and courage strong. Ah ! 
that November Pocket I every one said when the 
proof was read. “ That is the very nicest number 
wo ever had .* so many capital letters.” AVell, you can 
all get nut your pens, anti ti^ again, for we are going 
to stand by our little soldier; are we not ? W^ mean 
to help him every one of us o start on his now cam* 
paign with banners flying. 

Philadelphia. “ Dear Prudu: Neddie and me both 
cried when nia told us our Littlic I'orpokal was 
burned up. We have taken it three veai^, and ma 
was ^nug to send for all the nunilx rs cleiir to the l»e- 
ginning. We’ve got a new story about a girl that was 
such a dreadful “ vut off-er;” she had a great deal of 
tro ible; and Neddie told lua last night, ihat now wo 
never i ould g d our Corporal.s Im'ouusc we kept put¬ 
ting it otf We hope all your things didn’t burn up; 
but if they did we'li save out money to buy you some 
more, and we love you most best of au)body, only 
lua.” 

Thank you, Allie; Prudy’s “ things ” didn’t all of 
them burn up, though some very prccdous ones did. 
Thai very story »>f the “ Little Put-otl^r ” was just 
received at the oflSce, a d a capital story it is. 


Spring Valley, Ohio. “ Dear Corporal: W’hcre are 
vou? And where are Mrs. Miller and Prudy ? You 
have friends here that you know nothing about My 
liitlobrother and 1 would be glad to help you in some 
way If we could. If we lived in a hirge place I could 
start light out and raise you a big club ol subscriliers, 
but 1 can not do inurh here—I had hard work to get 
tho(*e I so )t last year. 1 w’Lsh 1 could put my arms 
nnmiid your n'*ck and tell you how sorry 1 *am for 
you. It your hoi se is burnt come Hiid stay with us 
awhile. 3tumuiu says you may, fur \ve have pleuty 


of room, and yon may have a large room all to your¬ 
self to fix lip stories and things f .r your next liuiii- 
bor. Good-by. From your friend, 

Calista E. Butler. 

P. 8.—I shall put in a stamp and perhaps you’ll an¬ 
swer this, but mamma says I need not expwt it. Is 
Tommy Bancroft safe, foi* I know' he was a real boy, 
and not just mar e up for a stofy ?” 

Tommy Bancroft is all right; and his greatest re¬ 
gret is that '*all the peanuts in papa’s city are 
burned up.*’ 


Aubum-'afe. “ I heanl of the great fire In Chicago, 
and felt very bad for fear that the Litti.e Corporal 
Printing Office might l>e among the ruin.'*, hut I saw 
a ll.st of the principal buildings liurued, and this* was 
not among tneni, so I fell belter.” 

The Corporal Office was in the buildings mentioned 
In some lists as LoniburU Block, and in some as tlie 
old Custom IIuuso. It was separated by a court from 
the Post Office. 

Mrs. Martha Powell Davis, wh<^8e excellent articles 
on the art of making wax flowers have given so much 
mtisraclion, writes: 

” My children are all sorrowful over the fate of their 
dear Torpor \i.; and little l.ida says, with tean» in 
her eyes, *’ Mayl>e Prudy is burned up too.” 


ShuVitbnrg, Wisconsin. ” My Dear Friends : I 
ftdt very anxious alsuit you ever sii ce we heard of 
the terrible destruction in your once beantifiii city, 
by the fire-fiend. I know our hclovotl Littlk Co - 
roRti. is uone, but are you sale? 1 h« pc you are, and 
Mr. f^ewell also. M\ little niece felt very sad ^iuiiday 
when I told her tlie Litti k Corporal was gone. 
Could you have seen ns vou might have reiilized 
some how closely, thiorgh the ci.lunms of the be¬ 
loved CorporaI., you have allied yourselves to our 
hearts. The Corporal we idl loveil, and through it 
you; when we heard of its destruction we luounu^ 
as though it were a human friend. With the chil¬ 
dren 1 hope our Ijttlk Corporal will live again. 
Is there anything we can do to aid in its re-establt^ll- 
luent? Would it be any help to forward cash sub- 
ser.ptions now for next year? 1 am sure every one 
would be willing to wait fur the Magazine, even if 
they paid now.” 

We could fill the Corporal with letters from 
friends and oontributors, many of them personal 
strangers, expressing the deepest anxiety, the warm¬ 
est sympathy, and the most generous desire to aid us 
in any way. 

Mrs. Slade writes from FaU Fiver, Man. ” Dear 
Friends: W'e want to send you the a.saiiruuce of our 
soiTOW, our synipai hy. aud our deep, deep i»ity. ‘My 
Chicago people,' as 1 luve u> coll them w neu 1 B|)euJt 
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of them—Oh, how they are suffering! I am thank¬ 
ful that your home is safe. One lady has just been In, 
who says:—‘ I baren’t dared to tell my clmdien there 
may ne?er be any more Cobpokals.* 


EnterprUe, Pa. “The Little Cotiporal came 
to-day. NVe were anxiously louking for it; very glad 
to know that it still lives. Having no friends In 
( hicago, we felt especially Interested in the brave 
CoRPuRAL. ^Vhen we first heard of the terrible fire, 


luy little girl said, ‘Can’t I have the Corporal any 
more?’ 1 replitsd, ‘Yes, if all the city burns, the 
C KPOR\L will be publishe<i some place else ’ It has 
iMK^iue one of the needful things iu too many homes 
to be allowed to die. How and to th»:ik of all the 
lost trea‘*ure 8 , and the desolation wrought In your 
beautiful city. With sincere sympathy for your loss 
and best wishes for your prosperity aud success, I re¬ 
main, Yours truly, 

“Kate B. Barr.»» 


Vernon. “Our Little Corporal is at hand. 
We telt saddened at its diminished propurtions, but 
graiitied at your cheery and courageous spirit in the 
midst of such an overwhelming calamity ; showing 
that though ‘cast down, >ou are uot destroyed.* 
Tho fiist exclamation among the graiidclilldren. 
when hearing that * Chicago was almost burned up I* 
wa.s. ‘Then our Little Corporal has gone tool* 
And they were well pleased to see the little No. and 

f ive it a cordial, as well as regretful reception. 
:h!cagoans have the sympathy of the whole popu¬ 
lation of the country, ch Idren Included; not a word 
being spoken of them but wrrow for their losses, 
termr and distress, and admiration of their coCiiage 
and elasticity in so soon setting about the work of re- 
constructiou. Our year does not expire until July, 
1872, but we will make a new departure, and renew 
for January, 1872-73. I inclose the price of the 
year’s subscription, and hoi>e and trust you will be 
enabled to rise from the gre^at lo-s, aud resume your 
busiuess without great difficulty.** 


Painesvitte, OhiOf October ZCth, 1871. 

“ Dear Mre. Miller: I write to assure you of our deep 
aympathy with you in the loss of the dear LiitleCor- 
piiKAL by the great Chicago fire. We were very glad 
to learn afierwanl. through the papers, that you ex¬ 
pected to start again as so n as possible. We could not 
afford to lose the Corporal for good: it is bad enough 
to have to m^ss one number. Imlosed please find 
my suliscript on for next year (8l.50t; perhaps I may 
be able to uet you one or two new subscribers, though 
lying hf>lplcssas I am all the time, 1 shall not be able, 
probably, to do much In that line. We were bumod 
out ourselves l\st winter, and have not been able to 
do much for the Chicago sufferers ; but father has sent 
several crates of grapes to different people, and now 
sends one for your fainilv, addressed to your husband. 
If you are 8 upi>lied with fruit, and do not need it, 
you will know of plenty who do. Have just received 
the tiny Noveml^r number of the Corporal. I am 
glad to get it and le.'irn more of your plans, especially 
of the bright promise for the future of our little mag- 
axine. I have long known and loved you throng 
your writings, and have often wished for your pic¬ 
ture; so I was hnpny in having my wish gratified 
when your husband sent it to me some time ago. 
May the Little Corporal long live to shed Its In¬ 
fluence for * the good, the true, and the beautiful* 
over the land.— 


Mendon Center, JV. Y. “Ever alnce the Lmx* 
Corporal was nnt published have I gladly wel- 
cfimed its monthly visit. It has so bravely fought 
* for the good, the true, and the beautiful.* that it 
has become to me os a dear and much loved friend. 
Hence, when the first news reached us of the destruc¬ 
tion and desolation which the fiery element was mak¬ 


ing of your beautiftil dty, I thought of the Littlb 
Corporal— would it forevM* remain buried in its 
ashes? Or, having fought the battle so bravely and 
well, might it not uise, but purer and stronger, for 
the fiery ordeal through which it had passed? Very 
welcome then was the Ultle sheet which came to me, 
telling that iifo was not extinct, but that the little 
Warrior still lived; and so to add my mito toward 
helping him to grow better and etrmger, 1 hasten U> 
renew my subscription for tho coming year.— aU” 


LouUvtUe, Ky. “ Dear Prudy: Tho Supplement 
number for November has reached us; we have read 
‘of the calamity befallen our Little Corporal,* 
and forthwith send yo i a letter inclosing our sub¬ 
scription for next year. Soon as we beard oi the 
great conflagration our first th'^ught was for 3 ^/ we 
wondered if dear, funny little ‘Tommjr’ were one 
of the homeless—we always feel that ‘ loramy * is a 
real existence. At our prayer-meetings when peti¬ 
tions for the Chicago sufferers ascendo<i to our gra¬ 
cious and compassionate Father, the Little Cor¬ 
poral, ‘whose aim is to Instruct, elevate, and purify,* 
was sileuVy aud t-nderly remembered, while litile 
‘Tommy* was loving y borne aloft with the rest. 
Eagerly, with Joyous laugh, yet tearful eyes, we re¬ 
ceived the ‘ Supplement ’ at the bands of the po t- 
man. Though the account of the fire is not, of courae. 
complete, as we have already seen, we read it aloud 
with choking voice. All the * sufferers */ram and 
whom we had heard were strangers, but this account 
is from a dear acquaintance,‘our* Little Corporal. 
Our hearts rejoice that your home Is at Evanston, anil 
has escaped the devouring flames.—N. B.** 


Delevan, JU. “ Mr. MiUer. Dear Sir: The outer 
circle of the great fire has reacheil us hero. We real¬ 
ize i* every day, and in many ways. It touches the 
children. May I tell you of little Bessie? She sat 
on the floor early one morning buttoning up her 
gaiter hoots, when all at once her fece, usually so suo- 
oy, became clouded, and she hurst into tears and soba. 
‘ Uh! momma I my Little Corporal, it must be 
burnt; and the Summer I^ays at Kirkwood :* and her 
tears came fast. The Littlk Corporal hid no more 
sincere mourner. It would have cheered you, if you 
could have seen the glad look and heard her happy 
shout 08 the Nkw Corporal was handed to her. It 
was echoed through the house. We are to have the 
LiTii.B Corporal amiin. as true, as good, and as 
beautiful as ever.—I. S. B.** 

We want to say to one and all, you never can know 
how your letters have cheered and helped ua. Greet 
aa have been our misfortunes there is much to bright¬ 
en them, and we go forward with new trust in God 
and man. And now we will cloae the Pocket with 
this merry little letter, written before the fire; 

Cleveland, Ohio. “ Dear Prudy: I want to tell you 
about my vacation down at (irandma’a. She lives In 
the country, and I like her the best kind. We went 
down there on the cars, but you have to ride real far 
in a wai^on after you get to the depot. Willy and I 
went. We go most every time when there's vacation, 
and she lets us go swimming snd whittle in tho 
kitchen. The water isn’t vei y deep, and sometimes 
your face gets muddy when you swim. They have 
church In a school-house, and 1 don't like that very 
much; only it’s fun to go on horseback. Willy ana 
me ride on Kitty, and once she run against a tree 
and squeezed us both off. My Grandma makes the 
biggest tum-overs you ever aeon. Thej have lots of 
sheep, and cows, and chickens. Once a big turkey 
seai^ my little brother, gobbling at him; but 
pretty soon he came back with a stick, and said; 
* Needn't feel so grand wld yer tail feddora.* Joseph¬ 
ine ia writing this for me. and she won't tell any 
more, ao good-by, hut there*! lots more about IL 
“ From your friend, 

“ JonvHT Powell.” 


t 
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Prlrnte Queer esciped from the fire, bat 
loat his Knapsack and everything in it, so be 
W 18 o1)liged to get a new one, which his 
friends have already filled with a great many 
good things. Our readers will miss from this 
department the usual “ Picture i^tory*' but 
we think W, () C. will have something for us 
in time for tl^e next numl>er. Now, ns the 
long winter evenings are coming on, we would 
remind our friends, young and old, to send us 
something new, good, and fresh, for our new 
Knapsack. 


THE BLINDFOLD SUPPER. 

Two players are closely blinded with i ban¬ 
dage made of their pocket bandkerchiefs. 
Each one is provided with a saucer full of 
crumbs of cake or cracker, which is held in 
the left hand, and a spoon, which is held in 
the right hand. A sheet i.s spread upon the 
floor, upon which the players sit, and at a given 
signal they begin to feed each other. Their 
eflbrts to find each other’s moutfjs with their 
spoons never fail to aflurd much sport to the 
^ spectators. 

An<»thcr amusing experiment is to try to 
blow out a candle blindfolded. T he candle is 
placed upon a table, up to which the player is 
first led ; he then walks backward six steps, 
turns around three times, and walks forward 
as nearly in the direction of the candle as 
possible, and tries to blow it out. If he hap¬ 
pens to wander to the wrong part of the room 
the effect of the blowing is very funny. 

O. B, BartUiU 


A man from B,,” replies Hattie. 

“ Baltimore ? 

“ No.” 

“ Boston ? '* asks Katie, who site bv Neddy 
« No.” 

“ He’s from Buffalo ” exclaims Tom. 

“ No, not from there, either,’* responds 
Hattie. 

“ What country is it in ? ” queries Belle. 

** Swifzerland.” 

“ Oh ! from Berne.” 

“ That is right,” says Hattie, while Neddy, 
raps, and Kaiie inquires, “ Who is at the 
door ? *’ and thus it goe.s on around. 

JUnry C. Wood*, 


No. 32—CH.^R.ADE. 

Firnt. Solemn, vast, and dreary ; 

Ribbed with swells 
Till the waves are weary 
Of the wind’s care>bes; 

Paved with shells 
III its dim recesses 
And its caveined cells. 

Second. Solid, firm, rock-fastened. 
Decked with trees ; 

Hills and glades plow-chastened 
Where the tall grain tosses 
On the breeze. 

And clear, winding flosses 
Thread the grassy leas. 

Whoh, Briny, wet, foam-flaunted 
Night and day ; 

Brerzy. tiishion-hannted 
All the summer weather ; 

Where there lay 

Wrerks and saiuls together 

Wreathed with mist and spray. 

2?. />. JZ 


“WHO IS AT THE DOOR?” 

This answers very well for a quiet play, 
when the children are all gathered around the 
cheerful fire. 

Hattie raps on the mantel. 

“ Who is at the door ? ** says Neddy, for be 
aits next to her. 


No. 33—CHARADE. 

When T speak to my Jfr*t, 1 speak to you, 
Though you I may never have seen ; 

And though I know not if you’re red, white 
or lilue, 

Hy/rst is, I’m sure, ever green. 

And yet, though ’tie strange, it is certainly 
true, 

Black or white It quite often Is seen. 
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O’er the bead, *ncath the feet of a dear little Xo. 3G—OITAIIADE. 


child, 

My tifcoful flies, nimi)ly and fast, 

And wiiiiout it the ship'when the tempest is 
wild, 

Would sink in the ocean so vast. 

My wlmle^ of a globe is a quarter, they say, 
And it is, I am sure, but, moreover. 

Should you twist it and turn it in every way, 
A globe’s quarter it never would cover. 

M. Ji, a, S. 


No. ai—CHARADE. 

first applies to my mother and wife. 

And my dear little daughter, Uie joy of my 
life ; 

My second I hear when the ravens fly. 

Or light on the sumach, my dwelling nigh. 

My third is what I will never tell you. 
Though you stay Irom morn till the day is 
through. 

My whole by a lake was a city fair ; 

At noon full of hope, at night, of despair; 
For low she lay in the ashes and dust I 
But she’ll rise again, I know, I trust, 

For the heart of the world with pity cries, 
Aud the hand of the world will help her rise. 

M, B, C, S. 


No. 35-CHARADE. 

In beasts and snakes, 

III combs and rakes. 

In rusty saws. 

Steel-traps and Jaws 
My Jirst is to be founds 

Unseen, unsmclt, 

My last is felt 
In cuts and sprrins. 

In gripes and pains. 

And every hurt and wound. 

Into rosy mouths prying, 

Rank and fashion defying. 

Setting babies to crying. 

And old men to sighing. 

My whole is the woi*st pest around. G. U, 


Vijfrst spins a top, or flies a kite. 

Or ties irp a package neat and tight. 

My secoftd is feeble, and weak, and old, 

And you never would call it strontr or liold. 
Yet my whole is so strong that the great ships 
tnist 

To itG strength in the tempest’s fiercest gust. 

M. B. C. d. 


No. 37—CHARADE. 
yij Jirst savs yes, and my second will bo 
What the I^icnch sailor sees when he goes to 
sea. 

He uses my third my second to view, ^ 

Aud you g'o in my f .arth all my whole s width 
through. 

My whole you will find at the railway train. 
When a jolly young party goes home again ; 
Yet mv goes lioni ocean’s shore to shore, 
Aud from cold north pole to the Soudi 3 
roar. df* ^■ C. 

No. 38—CHARADE. 

I am a word of four syllables, of which my 
first is insane ; my second, an article ; my 
third an elastic fliiiil, very uselul to the house¬ 
keeper ; my fourth, a public convenience, and 
my whole an island in the Indian Ocean, 
where a wicked queen put to death many of 
her subjects for being Christians. F. 11- F, 

No 39—CHARADE. 

I am composed of two syllables. My first 
is a personal pronoun ; my second sounds like 
a part of a nut, and my whole is the name ol 
a great astronomer, alter whom one of the 
planets is named. F. li, F. 

CONUNDRUM. 

When is the book of nature studied ? 

Ans. In autumn, when the leaves arc 
turned, and they are red (read). /. A*. F 



AUNT PAULINA’S CHRISTMAS PIE. 


/ 
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THE POSTAGE on The Little Corporal if 
three C'*nts a quarter, or 12 cents a yeir, payabK' 
quarterly at tho P. O. where the mogaaine is re- 
ceived. __ 

CHICAGO, DECEMBER, 1871. 


ROUTED BUT NOT CONQUERED. 

You have already been informed of the ter¬ 
rible calamity which befell the Little Cor¬ 
poral in the great conflagration of Chicago. 
Everything that we poseessed for carrying on 
our publiahing business, types, presses, print¬ 
ing materials, machinery and tools, together 
with our stock of liooks, engravings, chro- 
mos, electrotype-plates, and paper, etc., were 
all swept away ii;^a moment l»y the devour¬ 
ing element. Financially we lost everything 
we had, amounting to about eighteen thou¬ 
sand dollars, on which was a small insurance ; 
but which is almost entirely wtirthless, being 
in companies which will be able to pay only 
a small percentage of their losses. 

Notwithstanding this great and total loss 
we did not for a moment think of giving 
up the publishing of the Little Corporal. 
though we did not just see where we were to 
et the means with which to carry it on. We 
ad, however, unbounded confidence in the 
friends of the Corporal scattered all over this 
good, broad land, so we concluded to issue a 
supplement number and inform our subscri¬ 
bers of our calamity, make known our plans, 
and appeal to them to help us by sending in 
their renewals for next year at oncf*., and, if 
possible, add a few other names. We have 
many prompt responses accompanied by warm, 
sympathi/.ing letters, which have given us cour¬ 
age for the present and hope for the future. 

Some sent us not only their own names, but 
subscribed for some of their friends ; some 
have sent us their subscriptions for two years 
in advance, one for five rears in advance: 
some sent us more than tfie year’s subscrip¬ 
tion price, giving the baUnce as a donation ; 
while one little boy, of Mobile, sent us one dol¬ 
lar and ten cents, all the money that he had, 
as a donation to his Little Corporal. 

We are aware that we did not have the same 
hope for obtaining help that other publications 
in the city had, who could at once appeal to 
the people on the basis of Church and Chris¬ 
tian duty for aid and support. 

The Litile Corporal is not published in 
the interest of any particular church or de¬ 
nomination, and as such can not make its ap¬ 
peal to any particular class for aid and sup¬ 
port. The mission of this magarine is to 
amuse and instruct the young ; to cultivate a 


taste for reading good and useful booki In¬ 
stead of the trashy sensational matter that is 
now so widely scattered throughout the land ; 
to give them proper ideas of life, its duties 
and responsibilities; to teach them love to 
God, to their parents, and to each other ; in- 
short, to make them wiser, nobler and hap, 
pier. Such being the aim of litis maguz ue, 
it fills a place in the list of publications as 
useful and important to the childrtn as any 
other periodical specially designed for parents 
and adults. We trust, therefore, that parents 
will aid us in re-establishing the Little Cor¬ 
poral by sending subscriptions for their chil¬ 
dren, and ass'stiiig and encouraging them in 
getting others to subscribe. We earnestly de¬ 
sire that every one of our present subscribers 
should renew for next year beiore January 
first, and, if possible, send one new name with 
your own. 


THE NEW VOLUME. 

OPR FIVE BUNDRF.D DOLLAR PRIES 8TORT. 

The committee to whom the manuscripts of¬ 
fered in competition for the $300 prize were 
submitted, after a careful examination award 
the prize to the story entitled Dora, written 
by the well-known authoress, Mr%. Helen C. 
Weeks of New York City. We shall com¬ 
mence the publication of this story in the 
January number, and will continue through 
the year. We can assure our friends that 
they will find every chapter, from first to last, 
full of Interest. 

Summer Uay$ at Kirkwood, by Emily Hun¬ 
tington Miller, will l>e continued through the 
next volume, which will, no doubt, be de¬ 
lightful news to all who have -been so much 
interested in the former chapters. The chap¬ 
ter for November was rewritten by Mrs. Mil¬ 
ler, and is primed in this issue, so that the 
story is complete thus far. 

Besides these serial stories the Little Cor¬ 
poral will contain many shorter stories. Po¬ 
ems, articles on Natural History, Science, 
Home Amusements, Games, Puzzles, etc., by 
tho best and must popular writers for the 
young In the land. Each number will be su¬ 
perbly illusiraud with engravings expressly 
prepared for us at great expense. In short, 
we are determined that the Little Corporal 
shall continue to be, as it has been before, the 
best and cheapest juvenile magazine iu the 
world. 


RENEW!! RENEW!! 

With this number manv thqusands of Pib- 
scriptions will expire. Please renew at once, 
as we base our ability for cominning the pub¬ 
lication of the Corporal upon the hope that 
all our present list of subscribers will renew 
for next year. By doing this you will not 
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only aid in a good work, but yon will also be 
imply paid in many rich ami good things 
which the Corporal will bring to you every 
month in the year. 

Nothing can be more beautiful or accepta¬ 
ble for a holiday gift than the Little Cor- 
p»a\Lforone year. It will give continual 
delight and happiness throughout the whole 
year Please bear this in mind when you 
make up your list of presents to your frieuds. 


NEW CLUB TERMS. 

In CTlntia of Twrenf.T, One Dollny Kncli, 
Now for fjori^e Clnba auil o-l Fris 
mlnins. 

We have concluded to offer the Corporal, 
when sent in clubs of twenty names at one 
time, at One Dollar Each, and pay the agent 
getting up the club a premium besides. Now 
begin to work for a lar;e list, tor you will 
find no didi mlty in securing names at one dol¬ 
lar each. Every suberiber with a little effort 
can secure a club of twenty, and earn a nice 
premium. Who will send us the first club ? 


BACK NUMBERS WANTED. 

All our back numbers of the Corporal 
were destroyed in the fire, and we would like 
to get a few complete files of each year. If 
any one has the twelve numbers of any year 
in a good cond^ion, and would be willing to 
dispose of them, we will pay $1 50 for them, 
or give one year’s subscription to the Cor¬ 
poral. For one volume complete (six months), 
we will pay 75 cents cash, or six months’ 
subscription. If you have any volumes to 
dispose of in that way, please write os, and we 
will send ilie money and postage, and give di¬ 
rections tor sending. 


FOR OLD FOLKS AND YOUNG FOLKS. 

One of the best of the eighty-nine newspa¬ 
pers burned out by the great fire was the Ad-’ 
9anef, but, like the Little Corporal, it Is 
running again, and is a larger and better pa¬ 
per than ever. Families who arc looking 
around for a good religious newspaper to take 
next year, should at least send for a specimen 
number of the Advance before deciding to 
take any other. Among Its best features are 
practical religious article^, good home stories, 
wide-awake editorials on the topics that peo¬ 
ple are thinking and talking about; an excel¬ 
lent children’s department in which the young 
folks have nearly a whole page to themselves; 
a review of the week containing all the im¬ 
portant news and religions intelligence from 
all denominations. Specimen copies are sent 
free by The Advance Company, No. 8 South 
Green St., Chicago. Subscriptions will be re¬ 
ceived up to January 1ft at $*i.50 a year. Af¬ 
ter that the price will be $3.00. 


EXTRA NUMBERS. 

To those who desire to raise a club, we will 
send a package oLfive copies of the Corporal. 
upon the receipt of ten cents to prepay post¬ 
age. These you can distriluite among your 
friends, who you think would be likely to sub¬ 
scribe, and let them examine them for a day 
or two, and then go around and solicit their 
subscriptions and gather up the numbers, and 
distribute again. In this way you can give 
each one a chance to examine the magazine 
before subscribing, and you will get their 
names more easily. We want every patent 
should see and read at least one number of 
the Corporal, for wo think when they once 
become acquainted with its character, they 
will be almost sure to subscribe for it. Send 
for the extra numbers, and try it in your 
neighborhood. 


WHAT WAS S.iVED. 

In the vault connected with our old oflSce, 
No. 9, there were found to he in perfect pres¬ 
ervation, over 600 copies of “ Red Riding- 
hood and the Wolf;” about as many copies 
of the “ Scripture Atlas,” and some electro¬ 
type plates; four of which were for the title- 
page of the cover of numbers printed last 
winter. We are glad to be able to .send out 
the Corporal for this month with the familiar 
form ol the gallant hero on the outside, as 
usual. 


OUR FRONTISPIECE. 

A few days after the great fire we receiyed 
a letter from Thomai Nast, the great artist, 
whose inimitable sketches in Harper*e Weekly 
are familiar to all, stating that he had sent us 
a drawing, the subicct of which would he 
timely and apropos for the first number after 
the fire. He desired us to accept this as his 
donation to aid in restoring the Com *ral. 
The Corporal, Phudt, Private Queer, and 
all others of the Corporal’s armv of friends, 
hereby express their thanks to Thomas Nast 
for his generous and timely gift. 


CHRISTMAS CAROLS. 

A collection of songs and music for Sunday- 
school Festivals and Holiday Anniversaries. 
The words are by Mrs, Emily Huntington 
Miller, and the music by Geo. F. Root, James 
R. Murray and others. The songs have all a 
stirring chorus, and the music will be found 
such as children will resdily master. 

Price per hundred, $1.50 600 copies for 

$5.00. Sincle copy 10 cents. Sent i^tpaid. 

Address JOHN R. MILLER, 

84 West Randolph St., 

Chicago, Ill. 
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